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Fort William, 25™ July 1757. 

At a 4^n8ultation, Present : 

The Honourable Roger ’Esquire, Vrevuienty 

Mess”. Rivard Becher, 

William Pranrlakd, 

Matihew Collet, 

William Mackett, 

Peter Amtatt, • 

Messrs. Wattt, Killpatrick, Manningham, and Boddam, at Coaaimbuzar ; 
Mr. Bearkea at Patna. 

Captain John Brohier having taken a cursory Survey of the Place, and fixed 
upon a Plan of Works to be executed for its present Security, till those of a 
larger Compass can be finished, now attends the Board; and having taken bis 
Seat, agreeable to the honourable Company’s Orders, delivered a Letter, with 
his ]^marks, and Proposals for building a Citadel to the Southward of the Old 
Dock; which Letter being attentively read. 

Ordered, It be entered after this Consultation. 

The Inventory of Materials, annexed to the above-mentioned Letter, being 
deficient of several Articles that will be wanted for the Works, Captain Brohier 
was desired to make out aXist of every Kind of Materials necessary to be pur¬ 
chased, that we might p^ure them on the most reasonable Terms; he was 
likewise desired to lay a Plan of the Citadel before us, as soon as he had finished 
it, and of the Spot he proposed to build upon, with the Number of Houses 
necessary to be levelled for an Esplanade; which he promised to comply with 
before his Departure for QoaainJmzar ; and then withdrew. 


To the HonourABLB Roger Drake, Esquire, President and Governor, &o., Council of Fort 

Will — ^ A i 


Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 

In consequence of the honourable v/ompany’s Orders, signified to this. 
Presidency, I have the Honour to acquaint you, that since my Arrival 
.here I have viewed this Place, aud considered the most effectual Means 
of securing it against any future Attempts of ouT* Enemies; but as it is 
absolutely necessary to have an exact Plan of it, before I can form'any 
Projects of the Works to be erected for that Purpose, I have ordered M' 
Macdonald, one of my Assistants, to take a Survey of the Town with all possible 
Diligence, that I may be able to ascertain what Houses will be necessary to be 
demolished; an Expense unavoidable, but which will not, I hope, be consider¬ 
able, as the greatest Part of the Buildings, which I foresee must come down, 
Rict in Ruins,, and consequently much below the Value of their first Cost. 

The Works I propose to erect, with your Honour’s Approbation, are to form 
an Hexagon, as a Ci^el to the Town from the Old Dock Southwards, as the 
Bank of the Rivwm* projects in this Part, .and admits that.Three of the Sides of 
this Citadel flank the Oiment of the River, which I propose to strengthen with 
proper Outworks before to multiply the.Defences of these Eroi^.s; for as 
"the Channel is on this Sme, a Force will therebyTbe exposed w the Eire 
of near 100 Pieces of Cannon, which i co.—jnust effeetuaP* 

Squadron from pas^ng fftrthoe up. > an 

An most of tlm'Apartm^ts in the Remains of the'®™^*’^ 
lished,!;^ they'must to rebuilt.in the Citadel, with the Militt. 
housesKMagasines, and Bomb-proof Lo^mei^s, requisite i 
m fV , 
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wjth propel Wharfs and Stairs to the Waterside, and other needful Works: 
All which may be done whilst the Fortifications *are in Band, as I propose to 
erect them all in Earth, cased with Brick-work Four Feet above high Water 
Marjc, which will not take up many Bricklayers to execute; and will, .1 con¬ 
ceive, answer all the Ends, a massy Eevetment in Brickwork would do, though 
the earthen Works will be execu^ much cheaper, and in a third Part of the 
Time the other would take up to finish. 

As the Town is composed of many valuable Buildings, from M' Carvalho's 
House to the Portuguese and Armenian Churches, and from thence to the 
River Side, and tliat when it is fortified there is a great Proba'bility it will be¬ 
come the ^sort of many considerable and wealthy Merchants, I conceive* it 
will be absolutely necessary to inclose that Space of Ground by our Fortifica* 
.tions; as contracting them into a smaller Compass would oblige me to pull , 
down a great Number of good Buildings for an Esplanade, the Expence of 
which would far exceed the Cost of extending our Works to inclose them; 
and as the Houses beyond .these Limits, 1 observe, are mostly in Ruins, and 
none of them very considerable, it would therefore be necessary (if this Project 
meets with your Approbation) that you would be pleased to forbid any Repairs 
being made to such Houses as will be beyond the Marks I may set up for the 
Line of Works, at least for 800 yards, which 1 propose shall be for an Espla¬ 
nade;- by which Means the great Number of Excavations and Tanks'which are 
round the Town, full of stagnated Water, will be filled up and the Place rendered 
thereby more wholesome than it is at present. 

I am extremely sensible that the pulling down of Houses, let them be in 
never so bad a Repair, will be disagreeable to the Owners; but as the Space of 
Ground called the Park (well laid out in Streets) may be given them to rebuild 
upon, I hope it will be the Means of conciliating them to it. 

The -Rivgr Side, for the whole Length of the Town, must also be attended 
to, and secured in a proper Manner, by erecting the nece^ry Works, along its 
Banks, to prevent an Enemy’s Landing, should a Squadron, supported by an 
Army, force its Way by the Citadel, and attack the Northern Parts of the Place. 
These Works being well disposed,, their Fire will meet the Shipping as they go 
up, and rake them after they have passed them; and, by a continual Succession 
of Fire from the Batteries the whole Length of the Town, I fiatter myself such 
Ships will not be in a Condition to do us any Damage, but rather must be inevit¬ 
ably destroyed. 

When the Town is enclosed, it will be necessary to lay out regular Streets 
through it; and although many Houses must come down to accomplish it, yet 1 
flatter myself it will be found such an Advantage, for the Circulation of Air 
and Wholesomeness of the Place, that it will be deemed a useful Work. 

When th® Survey in hand is finished, I shall do myself the Honour to lay 
it before you, with the,Projects before-mentioned, for your Approbation; and. 
that no Time may be lost between this and that we are able to work, I must 
request you will be pleased to give Orders that the Committee of Works may 
provide, as soon as possible, the necessary Tools, Utensils, and Materials, for 
the Execution of those Works, a List of which is here annexed; and that in 
the'mean time a Survey and*Estimates may be made of all such Houses as are 
likely to come down in building our Citadel, that nothing may impede our 
Progress when once we begin. 

To accomplish this great XTndertaking with all the Frugalily and ifx>ili- 
gence which the present State of the Company’s Affairs, and that .oEurope, 
demands; I must request you will be pleased to permit 1 ma^ploy such 
Ovwseers as I shall find capable and requisite for the Works..<nhhd, with the 
necessary Checks at all the Musters,' and in the Dail.^yments of 'Workmen 
and Matecnals received to the Works; and that have a proper Number of 
T’-nns the Overseers to keeo^Ittl^jBjl^ to their Duty; Reports of all 
to me Da^iyi^yfl^nter^ in my Office, I flatter myself the 
d on, ySva Satisfaction; Accoimts of the Expence of which, 
ar to lay Monthly before you, exchisirely of those the 
er into the Board, 



I have brought with me from'Fort S* jBeorge, John Dyera, Master Brick* 
layer, sent out Two Tears ago by the Company^ to be employed wheire Oolonel 
Scott should think his Services most necessary ^ and make no Doubt but he will 
be useful, in directing ih'e Workmen in that Branch of the Service here. 

The honourable President having been pleased to communicate to me a 
Paragraph of Colonel Clive’s Letter, relating to the Nabob’s Request of haying 
Cossimbuzar put in a proper Posture of Defence immediately, I humbly submit 
it to the Board, whether it would not be most eligible for me to proceed thither 
now, and see what is necessary to be done there, ifhilst the Survey is doing, and 
the necessary Measures are taking to ge£ the Materials, &**• ready to begin our 
Works We,-and to return in Time to lay*the Projects before-mentioned 
before you, as well a§ those which may be necessary to be executed ah Cossm* 
^zar. 

I have the Hodour to be most respectfully. 

Post Williau, HoyouBABLE Sib, and Sibs, 

55“ July 1757, Your most obedient and most humble servant, 

• . 

(Sd.) J.BROHIER. 


Port William, 2"^ August 1767. 

At a Consultation,. Pbbsbnt: 

The Honoubable Rooeb Dbake, Esq., Fresidenty 
Messbs. Richabd Becheb, 

'l^ILLIAM PbANKLAND, 

Matthew Collet, 

William Maokbtt, 

Pbteb Amvatt. 

Captain Brohier being likewise present. 

Read his Letter, and Proposal of building a Citadel to the' Southward of. 
the Old Dock, a Second Time, with the Inventory for Materials,BlterM agreeable 
to our Request, made on the Pace of our Consultation of the 26*^ Ultimo. 

Ordered,. The Committee established for executing the Works with 
Economy, do provide the Materials indented for by Gapt". Brohier on the 
cheapest Terms they can. - ‘ . • 

Ordered likewise, That, all the Hou8g8,'Compqundi^, and Buildings, to the 
Southward of the Old Dock, and as far in Land as Mrs. Feiarce’s and Mr. 
Carvalho’s Houses, be surveyed and appraised by SizPermns,Threetobe chosen 
on tha Company’s Behalf, and Three hy every separate Pioprietor of a House ^ 
BuUdii^;.and that in case ;the Appraisers cannot determine the Value 
House or huilding among themselves, that they do chuse and elect an 
settle it. Agreei, Messrs. Court, Wedderbum, and Senior, do surve*" 
mentioned Houses and Buildings on*the Company’s Behalf. 
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Fort William, the 2“** October 1758. 

A.T'A Consultation, Present: 

The Honourable Kqbert Clive, Esq., President. ' ■ 
.William Watts, and 
Charles Manningham, Esq". 

Messes. Pearces, 

• F.RANKLAND, 

Collet, 

Mackbtt, and 
Boddam. 

Captain JBrohier takes his Seat at the Board, and delivers in a Letter, with 
an Abstract of the Expence alrqfidy incurred in carrying on the Works, and an 
Estimate of what he conceives they will cost erecting. 

Ordered them to be entered after this'Day’s Proceedings. 

Agreed, agreeable to the Request in his Letter, That the Workmen at the 
Fortifications be paid Daily; and That M'. Francis Charlton be appointed Store¬ 
keeper to the Works; both which to commence from the November. 

Captain Brohier intimating. That it is requisite Messrs. Roach, Barton, Knox, 
Leycester, and Charlton, and Airs. Araton’s Houses, be pulled down immediately; 

• Ordered, The Secretary to write to the above Persons to quit their Houses 
immediately. After w'hich Captain Brohier withdrew. 

To the Honourable Robert Clive, Esquiie, President and Governor, &c. Council of Fort 
> William 

Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 

In obedience to your Orders, signified'to me by Air. Secretary Cooke the 
8*** Instant, I now lay before you an Abstract of the Expence already incurred 
in carrying on the Works at Govindpore, and an Estimate of what I conceive 
they will cost erecting; by which it appears that we have already augmented 
the Charge calculated in my first Estimate of 1,36,169 Current Rupees. 

The Consequence of this extraordinary Expence is, that the Beginnings of 
all Undertakings are always difficult, and that the Obstacles I.lmve had to sur¬ 
mount have .been prodigious. By the Irregularity of the Ground the Works 
are erected on, the Houses 1 have had to demolish, the Tanks and Ditches to 
fill, and Trees to cut down, have nearly amounted to as great a Sum as forming 

the Ramparts from the Excavation of the Ditch.. 

• 

The Badness and Insufficiency of .Materials, in Quality and Quantity, added 
to the Unskilfubiess of the Workmen, has augmented our Expence in Brick-work 
of at least 5Q per Cent, on a moderate Calculation; for not 10,000 Bricks in a Lack 
have been received of equal Size as those contracted for last Year; and the Quantity 
of unburnt Shells found in the Chunam has occasioned a considerable Charge in 
shifting it; Ihe different Sizes of the Bricks caused at least a Waste of double 
the Quautity of Chunam necessary to be made use of; the Bricklayers know, 
not how to prepare their Mortar properly, or how to lay a Brick to a Bond. The 
Waste of Bricks has also been considerable by Breakage, no Regard being had by 
the Bricklayers, before I begun to work, whether they made use of a half or a 
/Ov whole Brick ; no Bond, it was all one to them; consequently, no Care taken for 
and aane Time to bring them entire to the W’orks. 

'’t all this must he added the extraordinary and expensive Method practised 
^ Coolies Monthly; which Alethod is, 'that the Coolies are brought 

' vvho have Dufiadars, and Sircars under them, to keep an Account 

V of these'Three different Sorts of People has amountbd. 
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unnecessarily, to no less than 19,000 Current Rupees; to which I must add 
the extraordinary Charge of Banians employed to keep Accounts current with 
these Surdars and Duffadars of every Cooley employed on the Works, both by 
the Paymaster and myself; which has also increased the Charge of the Works 
in this Particular to Current Rupees 16,000. 

To remedy which, I must request, that this Custom may he abolished: As 
the Parmers of the Revenues and Country send now Coolies to the Works, 
there can he no Plea for advancing them any Money, or that People cannot be 
procured without any Advances. I beg, in consequence of the Alteration of 
this Method, so expensive to the Company, that the Board will be pleased to 
order the Coolies to be paid Daily, upon the Reports of my Overseers, Coun¬ 
tersigned by me as an Order for their Payment; by which Means no Imposition 
on the People will be practised, and the Expence, I am persuaded, will be greatly 
reduced. 

This Method will also prevent the People from leaving off Work before the 
Time for mustering in the Evening, for fear of losing their Day’s Work. 

There being a loss of Time in compliance of Indents for every Thing wanted 
for the Works, I must request that the Materials purchased by the Committee, or 
those indented for from the Stores, may be delivered into my Charge, and not be 
obliged to run after every Banian, under whose Care they are, when I want them, 
and whfeh is more than conformable to the Company’s Approbation of the 29“* 
November 1754, and which Loss of Time has also been a great Impediment to 
the Forwardness of the Citadel, and consequently an Expence incurred thereby. 

There being a Necessity of pulling down all European Houses which are 
situated on the Southward of the Lane which passes before Secretary Cooke’s 
House, that Distance being sufficient for an Esplanade to the Northward, 
I must request that you will give Orders for the Tenants now in them to remove 
immediately, as I am in want of Bricks, and that those Building will furnish 
a Supply for a Fortnight’s Work; which, with what we get out of the Ruins of the 
Black Inhabitants Houses, may keep our People employed till we get new 
Bricks, otherwise I shall be forced to dismiss most of the Bricklayers; which 
will not (most certainly) be collected again together for some Time, and a 
Stop will he thereby put to the Works. 

As Frugality has been my principal Attention in forming the Work? now 
erecting, I must beg leave, in Justice to myself, to lay before you an Estimate of 
what those Works would have cost, had they been executed on the System of 
the principal Engineers who ever wrote on Fortification, and which System (for 
Fear of going out of the common Track) is implicitly followed by every Man 
in our Employ in the Ordnance Service, for Reasons which I at present shall 
be silent on; by which it will appear, that in the Brick-work of the Fortification 
only, I save the Company upwards of £197,000 Sterling. Our Citadel will have 
some Advantages over many other Constructions, and will be erected in half 
the Time it would have taken up to execute it on their Principles. This 
Circumstance, so beneficial to the Company, being so demonstrable, I hope will 
give the Board all the Satisfaction they can desire, in an Affair in which their 
Acquiescence will do them so much Honour. 

As the Requests I have now made tend only to carry on the public Service 
in a proper Manner, and lessen our Charges, I flatter myself they will meet 
with your Approbation. 

» 

Being most respectfully, 

Caxouita, Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 

50** Sept. 1758. Your most obedient humble Servant, 

(Sd.) JOHN BROHIER. 


176 F. D. 
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Estimate of the Citadel of Qomndpore, according to the System of Messrs. LeVauban and 
others, compared with the Method it is erecting upon. 

Bapees. 

22,520 Piles, valued at Ks. 7 each, ready drove . 6,77,640 

10,000 Joists, at 4 Bapees each .... 40,000 

41,000 Planks, at 4 Bupees each . . . 1,65,040 

1,000 Spike Nails, at 19 Bupees per Md . . 19,000 

Workmanship, calculated . . . 10,000 

Bapees. 

Cost of the Timber Work of the Foundation . . 8,11,680 

Bricks. 

7 Polygons, containing 11,200 Feet in Length of 
Biick-work to the Scarf, 36 Feet high to the 
Cordon, 8 Feet thick, 14 Bricks to a Foot 45,162,600 

630 Buttresses to the Polygons, high 86 Feet, square 

40, is 907,200 Feet, at 14 Bricks to a ^ 

Foot ...... 12,700,800 

Bevetment of 5 Bavelins 6,150 Feet running, 

26 Feet high, 7i Feet thick, at 14 Bricks 
• per Foot, 11,029,500 Feet ... 15,813,000 

350 Buttresses, 24 Feet high by 28, is 235,200 Feet, 

at 14 Bricks .... 329,280 

6 Counter Guards, containing 1,920 Feet each, is 
11,520 Feet running, 26 Feet high, &c. as 
the Bavelins is 2,171,521) Feet, at 14 Bricks 30,401,280 

640 Buttresses, high 24, square 24, is 465,920 Feet, at 

14 Bricks ........ 6,522,880 

Counterscarp 12,390 Feet running, high 8, thick 572 Feet, 


is 1,226,610 Feet, at 14 Bricks per Foot. . . 17,172,540 

680 Buttresses, 183,600 Feet, at 14 Bricks per Foot, Cube 


of Butt 270 Feet. 

2,570,400 


Parapets of Bavelins and Counter Guards . . . 

2,473,800 


Parapets of the Covered Way, Traverses and 19,840 Feet 



running, 9 Feet high, 2 Feet thick . 

5,000,940 


Total Quantity of Bricks. . 

141,111,040 

2,541,388 

Deduct from the above Quantity of Bricks the • . 


3,353,038 

Amount according to the present Method 

88,825,000 

• 

Bricks saved . . 

52,286,040 


Which, at Bupees 1,800 per Lack,. Workmanship included. 



is. 


9,41,148 

Total saved upon the Fortifications by the present Method. 

Current Bs. 

17,62,828 

Which amounts to . • 

• • • 

£197,193-3 


CSd.) JOHN BBOHIEB. 
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Estimate of the Expence of Building the Citadel at OovindporB^ January 10th 1758. 

Body of the Place Current Rupees, 

the Ditch of the Place • • • • . 98^300 

Coolies for filling Tanks and levelling the Ground within 

the Place.53,229 

£4,272 Lacks of Bricks, at 1,800 Current Rupees per Lack, 

including Workmanship, Chunam, Jaggrey, Sand, &c. 9,75,780 

Seven Standing and Draw Bridges for the Gateways and 

Sally Ports . ..18,000 

Palisadoss •••••••• 26,000 

11,71,309 

' Five Ravelins and Six Counter Guards. 

Digging and remming the Ground • • • • • 75,410 

3S0 Lacks and | of Bricks laid in Chunam, Workmanship 

&c. included, at 1,800 Current Rupees per Lack • 6,86,350 

Twelve Standing and Draw Bridges from the Ravelins to the 

Counter Guards ^ 9,000 

Additional Palisades to the Covered Way . . • 14,000 

Three Standing and Draw Bridges from the Ravelins to 

the Covered Way 4,500 

- 7,40,260 

CuiTent Rupees • 19,59,569 

(Sd.) JOHN BROHIER. 


Abstract of the Espence already incurred on the Citadal at Govindpore^ and an Estimate of 
what remains to be done to complete the Works, September 24th 1758. 

The Charge from November 1757 to 81®* July 1758 . • 6,78,083 

For August, about «••••• 80,000 

Expence to complete what remains to be done. 


To raising the Scarp of 5 Polygons • . 

. • 

182Lacks 

of 



KjL 

Bricks. 

Facing the Remains of the Reddans • 

• • 

31 


Facing their Counterscarp . • . . 

a • 

48 


Facing 5 Ravelins • • • • • 

• • 

69 


6 Counter Guards • • • • 

• • 

189 


5 Polygons of Counterscarp « • 

• • 

65 


At 1,800 Current Rupees per Lack, including Chunam, Jag« 
grey. Sand and Workmanship • • • • • 

510 

9,18,000 

Facing the Bampart . . . . . 

Parapet o£ the Covered Way .... 
Sorties ....... 

:• •:! 

142Lacks 

2,55,600 

Making the Gateways . ... . • • .I 

Banquets and Drains • . . • • • •« 

Digging the Ditch and forming the Ravelins and Counter 
Guards, 10,500 Cubes of 10 Feet, at 6 Current Rupees 
per Cube 

a 

63,000 

Raising the Parapet of the Body of the Place • 

• • 


20,595 

Raising the Lower Flanks • • • • 

• • 

. 

4,050 

Raising and forming the Orrellions • • • 

• a 

a 

10,000 

19 Standing and Draw Bridges • • • 

• • 

a 

27,000 

Falisadoes to the Covered Way • • 

• • 

• 

40,000 


The Platforms of the Garrison, omitted to be charge^ in the 
Estimates sent Home, 31 Lacks of Brick work, at 1,800 
Current Rupees per Lack •••••• 55,800 

Current Rupees « • 21,52,123 

(Sd.) JOHN BROHIER. 
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Fortifications. 

Pulling down the House and levelling the Ground at Govindpore. 

November 1757 . . . • . 4,855.13...7 

December > • t » « 8,284... 1...2 

_13 139 14...9 


Carrying on the Works of the Citadel of Govindpore. 


January 1758 
February • 
March , 
April 

May . 

June • 

July 

. 26,998...8...8 

. 117,907...8...9 

. 124,720...7...* 

. 128,580.12...! 

. . . - . . 121,248...8...8 

. 89,456 .15...3 

. 56,031...8...8 

664,944...0... 3 

14,130. .. 6 ... 9 

July 1758 

Forming the Esplanade round the Citadel. 

• •••• m • • 



6,92,214...5...9 

July 1758 

Raising the Works at Tullah. 

• • 9 ^ • • • • • 

5,214...5...2 


Current Rupees • 

0,97,428.10.11 


(Sd.) JOHN BKOHIER. 


Estimate of the Citadel at Govivdpore, according to the System of Mons. Be Vatihan^ and 
others^ compared with the Method it is erected on. 


82,520 Piles, valued at Rupees each (ready drove) 
lOjOOO Joists . at 4 each • • • < 

41,000 Planks « at 4 each • • • , 

1,900 Spike Nails, at 19 per Maund • 
Workmanship][calculated , • • < 


Rupees. 

677,640 

40,000 

165,040 

19,000 

10,000 

-8,11,680 


Cost of the Timber Work of the Foundation. 


7 Polygons, containing 11,200 Feet in Length of 
13rick-work, to the Scarp 36 Feet high, to the 
Cordon 8 Feet thick, 14 Bricks to a Foot 

630 Buttresses to Ditto, high 36, square 40, is 
907,200 Feet, at 14 Bricks 

Revetment of 5 Ravelins, 6,160 Feet running, 
26 Feet high, \ Feet thick, at 14 Bricks per 
Foot, 11,029,500 Feet . , . . 

350 Buttresses, 24 Feet high by 28, is 235,200 
Feet, at 14 Bricks . • • • • 

6 Counter Guards, containing 1,920 Feet each, 
is 11,520 Feet running, 26 Feet high, &o. as 
the Ravelins, is 2,171,520 Feet, at 14 Bricks . 

640 Buttresses, high 24, Square 24, is 465,920 
Feet, at 14 Bricks • • « . . 

Counterscarp 12,390 Feet running, high 8, thick 

5i Feet, is 1,226,610 Feet, at 14 Bricks per 
Foot. 

680 Buttresses, 183,600 Feet, at 14 Bricks per 
Foot, Cube of each Buttress 270 Feet • 

Parapets of Ravelins and Counter Guards . 

Parapet of the Covered Way, Traverses, &o. 
19,840 Feet running . * • • • 


Bricks. 

45,162,600 

12,700,800 

15,813,000 

329,280 

30,401,280 

6,522,880 

17,172,540 

2,570,400 

2,473,800 


Total Quantity of Bricks . . 141,111,040 2,641,558 


8,353,038 
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Deduct from the above Quantity of Bricks the 
Amount according to the present Method . 88j825^000 

Bricks saved • 52^286^040 

Which^ at Rupees 1,800 per Lack, Workmanship included, is . 941,148 

Total saved upon, the Fortifications by* the present Method, 

Current Rupees. 1,752,828 

Which Amounts to . 1,97,193...3...0 


(Sd.) JOHN BROHIERc 


Estimate of the Expence of Building the Citadel of Govindporej January 10^^ 175S 
Body of the Place. C. Rupees. 

Digging the Ditch of the Body of the Place • 98,300 

Coolies for filling'Tanks and levelling the Ground 
with the Place •••••• 53,229 

542i Lacks of Bricks, at 1,800, C. Rupees per 
Lack, including Workmanship, Chunam, 

Jaggrey, Sand, &c. • • • • • 975,780 • 

7 Standing and Draw Bridges for the Gateways 
and Sally Ports , • • • • • 18,000 

Palisades • • . • • • • • 26,000 

— - - 1,17I,S09...0...0 


Five Ravelins and Six Counter Guards. 

Digging and ramming the Ground . • • 75,410 

3801 Lacks of Bricks laid in Chunam, Work* 

manship included, at 1,800 C. Rupees per Lack 685,350 

12 Standing and Draw Bridges from the Ravelins 
to the Counter Guards • • • • 9,000 

Additional Palisades to the Covered Way • . 14,000 

3 Standing and Draw Bridges from the Ravelins 
to the Covered Way ..... 4,500 

- ■ 740,260...0...0 

C. Rupees . 1,959,669„.0...0 


. (Sd.) JOHN BROHIER. 


175 F.r. 
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Abstract of the Expcnce already iacnrred in the Citadel at GoviHipore, and an Estimate of 
what remains to be done to complete its Works, September 24 

The Charge from November 1757 to 81 July 1758 . . . 678,083...0...0 

Ditto from August, about 80,000...0...0 


Ezpence to complete what remains to te done. 

Lacks of Brick. 


To raising the Scarp of Five Polygons • 

. 182 

Facing the Remains of the Teddens « 

. 31 

Facing their Counterscarp • • . • 

. . . 48 

Facing 5 Ravelins • • • • • • 

. . . 69 

6 Counter Guards . • • • 

. 139 

5 Polygons of Counterscarp 

• . .65 


510 


—at 


918 , 000 ... 0...0 


255 , 600 ... 0...0 


63 , 000 ... 0.,.0 
2'0j595sa.0s»«0 
4 t ^ 050 » se 0 ie «0 
10,000...0...0 
27 , 000 ,.. 0...0 
40 , 000 ... 0...0 

55 , 800 ... 0...0 


Current Rupees . 2,152,128...0...0 


(Sd.) JOHN BROHIER. 


142 Lacks 


1,800 Current Rupees per Lack, including Chunam, Jaggrey, Sand, 
and‘Workmanship • • . # # a • • 

Facing the Rampart • • r 

Parapet of the Covered Way 

Sorties a • a e • 

Traverses • . • a a • 

Making the Gateways« • • 

Banquets and Drains • 

Digging the Ditch and forming the Ravelins and Counter Guards, 
10,500 Cubes of 10 Feet, at 6 Current Rupees per Cube 

Raising the Parapets of the Body of the Place 
Raising the lower Flanks • . . • 

Raising and forming the Orillions 
19 Standing and Draw Bridges • • 

Palisadoes to the Covered Way » . . 

The Platform of the Garrison, omitted to be charged in the Estimate 
sent Home, 31 Lack of Brick-work, at 1,800 Current Rupees 
per Lack 
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Monday, 1st August 1757. 

At a Committee Present. 

George Pigot Esq“., Governor, President, 
Stringer Lawrence, 

Henry Powney, 

Robert Orme, 

Robert Palk. 


Some country vessels being under dispatch for Bengal, Ordered that 

Letters to Adm* Wntson, the Select Committee at Letters he prepar d to Admiral TVatson, 
Bengal, and Colonel Clive. tjje Select Committee, and Colonel Clive, 

advising them of the situation of affairs on the Coast, and of the Kews from 
Europe by the Dane ship arrived at Tranquehar; the loss of Vizagapatam they 
will he acquainted with by the Marlborough, and as the French by that 
acquisition may he enabled to station a cruizer on that part of the Coast so as 
to put any ships in their Passage to or from Bengal to great risque; It is 

M'Wstson desired to touch at this port* provide agreed to represent to M' Watson the 
Colonel Clive & the troops that return from Bengal great COnseqUBDCe of lllS providing a Safe 

w"- a passage. passage foi’ Colonel Clive and the troops 

to this place, as well as the pressing necessatity of his touching here, that the 
necessary measures may he taken for the protection of our ports by leaving in 

India such of the ships of war as may he in fit condition to stay v -Also of 

the Friction's return from her cruize to the southward, and of her going back 
on our representations to Captain Townly of the Benefit which might accrue to 

The Select Committee pressed to return as many the Company S Affairs by hlS keeping that 

Troops as can possibly be spnred. station :-To the Sclect Committee 

setting forth the several circumstances of Affairs which render it more neces¬ 
sary than ever that Colonel Clive return from Bengal with as many of our 
Troops as can possibly spared by earliest Opportunity. And To Colonel Clive 
^ ,, , * „ j acquainting him that as Vizagapatam is 

taken, it will be useless to call there, and 
that he must therefore proceed immediately hither with as many men as can 
prudently be brought away. 

A pattamar being under dispatch for Bombay agreed that A Letter be 
.V- ,• j wrote to the Gentlemen of the Committee 

The Select Committee nt B’bay to he advised of the x, .^i t e 

taking of vizaaapHtam. there, acquainting them with the Loss of 

Desired to assist our affairs with the Morattas and Vizagapatam aud tlie situatlon of Affairs 
Nana 8 Court. Sincc wc wrote last, particularly of the 

demands of the Morattas on account of the Cbout, and desiring that they will 
use their Endeavours to add weight to our Arguments on that Subject at the 
Nana’s Court, Pouna. 

GEORGE PIGOT, 

STRINGER LAWRENCE, 
HENRY POWNEY, 

ROBERT ORME, 

ROBT: PALK. 


To—ROBERT CLIVE, Esq. 

Sir,— 

Vizagapatam being taken as you will have heard by the Marlborough, your 

calliDg there will be useless. You will 
To—Colonel cuve. therefore proceed immediately to Madras 


866 r.D. 
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with such Troops as are to return from Bengal, and which we again desire 
may be as many as prudently can come away. We have requested Admiral 
Watson to provide in the best manner Possibly for the safety of your Passage 
by giving you for convoy such of His Majesty's Ships as may be ready to pro- 
ceed. This is the more necessary since the Possession of Vizagapatam enables 
the french to station cruizers thereabouts, and there is now at Pondichery a 
ship of 20 Guns call’d the Glotre who might be employed on that service if 
she can come out of the road and escape the Triton and Revenge. 

This ship arrived at Pondichery the SOth June but brought no consider¬ 
able supplies. She is said to have sail’d from France more than a year ago. 
As yet we have no News of our Ships, but a Dane arrived lately at Tranquebar, 
and gives some account of the State of Affairs in Europe which we send in a 
paper inclosed. 

Our army advanced within four miles of the French Intrencbments 
near to Wondiwash, & there remained some days, but they cou’ld by no means 
be brought to an engagement altho’ they exceeded us in numbers. Our Troops 
axe now stationed near to Conjeveram to watch the motions of the enemy, but 
it is not in our power to reinforce Captain Caillaud so as to put him in condi¬ 
tion to take Madura and settle the Alfairs of that province and Tinnevelly, nor 
to send a Force to Nollour where a party of French from Mazulipatam has 
joined the Rebel. Unless therefore we are very speedily and strongly re¬ 
inforc’d the three provinces of Madura, Tinnevelly and Nellour, whose re¬ 
venues are immense, will certainly go out of our Possession. 

We are, Sir, 

Your most obt. Servants, 

Fom St. Georb, GEORGE PI60T, COMMITTEE. 

3^ August 1767. 

Thursday 22d Septr. 

At a Committee Present : 

George Pigot, Esqr., Governor, President, 

Stringer Lawrence, 

Henry Pownet, 

Robert Orme, 

Robert Pale. 


As His Majesty’s Intention in ordering Colonel Adlercron’s Return home 
is undoubtedly to remove the Inconveniences which have been occasioned by 
his exerting a separate authority, it wou’d be conforming in the most perfect 
manner to those orders and intentions if he wou’d himself take his passage on 

Colonel Adiercron to be advised of the Prt*c* vessel which will be the Prince 

jBewry Packet being to eau shortly for England Henry Packet. And as we apprehend 

that I he conduct of any military opera¬ 
tions may still be under Difficulties if he stays, altho' so large part Of his 
Regiment is delivered over to the Company's Officers. It is Agreed to give 

recommended to proceed on her. OUT Opinion of the Intention of his 

late Orders assuring him at the same time 

Wednesday the 24th September 1892. 

that he shall be provided with the best accommodations possible if he chooses 
to proceed by this conveyance. 
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Saturday^ 24th September 
At a. Committee Present. 


George Pigot, Esq*-, Governor, Fresident^ 


Stringer Lawrence, 


Henry Powney, 

Egbert Orme, 

Egbert Palk. 

To George Pigot, Esq,, President & Governor, &c.. Gentlemen of the Committee. 
Gentlemen, 

I have received your letter, in answer to the most material part of it I 

L*tter from Colonel Adlerc.-on in answer to one am to inform yOU that His Majesty’s 

from the Committee of the same date j Orders are to he implicitcly obeyed by all 

that he shall be the last man of his regiment Officers in his sci'vice, without dareing to 
that embarks for England. presume to form any judgment of His 

Royal intentions, and am also to acquaint you that it is my indispensable Duty 
to be the last man of my Regiment that embarks. 

I shall impatiently wait your information of the number of officers and 
men that can be accommodated on hoard the Prince Henry Packet, that I may 
■without delay give orders for tlieir embarkation in Obedience to His Majesty’s 
Commands, signified to me by the Secretary at War. 

I am, Gentlemen, 


Madras, the 22”^ Sepf* 1767. 

• • • 


Your most oh* hble. servant, 

JOHN ADLERORON. 

• « • • 


Monday, ll^Oct' 

At a Committee Present. 

George Pigot, Esq., Qoternor^ Pretident^ 

Stringer Lawrence, 

Henry Powney, 

Robert Orme, 

Robert Palk. 

A.nd the following Letters from Vice-Admiral Watson dated August, 
two from Rear Admiral Pocock dated 18** August & 29*^* Sept*, one from the 
Gentlemen of the Select Committee of Bengal dated 27’” Sept*, and one from 
Colonel Clive dated 27* Sept* containing advice of the Disposition of His 
Majesty’s ships, and of the Laud Forces, are ordered to be here entered, viz.. 

Letter from Adm‘ Watson. 

To George Pigot Esq*, &*., Gentlemen of the Select Committee at Madras. 

Gentlemen, 

I have the favor of your several Ires of the 30*April, 27*May, and the 
16* & 29* June. 

You seem to have been much disappointed at not receiving by the Bevenge, 
Protector, and Marlborough, a part of your Troops from this Settlement. Your 
owQ Situation and the Opinion you had of the good Establishment of the Com¬ 
pany’s Concerns were upon in Bengal, were no doubt motives sufficient to 
justifie you in your expectations of a Reinforcement from hence. When you 
hear from the Committee here, to whose Letters I refer you, what use has been 
made of the Troops Since the taking Chandemagore, I take it for granted you 
then will conclude they were detained for a good purpose, for without this last 
broke the Company would have been constantly embarassed, notwithstanding 
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we had met with in all our Military Operations all the Success we could even 
wish for. But Since this last turn of affairs the Company have a different 
Prospect before them, and if they keep a sufficient Force here to pi’eserve the 
rights and Priviledges granted them, Bengal must be of more consequence than 
ever it was. 

I observe in your Letter of the 30*'' April you have some hopes of part of 
this little Squadron being left in India 'till the arrival of some Men of War 
from England, and that you have founded your Expectations on Poxes 
answer to the memorial presented to His Majesty by the Company—I must 
confess I can discover no Reason in his answer for your expecting such a re¬ 
quest as you have made me to be comply’d with. The Orders I have received are 
to the same purport as wiiat M' Fox told the Company. That is, instead of my 
returning in the beginning of this year, as I was before directed, I am ordered 
to continue six months longer and then proceed with the squadron under my 
Command to England, and as the time then limited me is now expired, surely 
I cannot be justified by my orders in leaving any ship behind me, indeed from 
your expression of such ships of the squadron as may he in a condition to 
remain^ I should imagine you had forgot how many ships there were, and the 
condition they were in, when 1 left Madras. The Kent you may remember was 
so very weak and in such a bad condition as to render her proceeding to Bengal 
hazardous, without reducing her to a 40-gunship, and taking out great part of 
her stores to ease her in a sea. The Service the Kent has since been employed 
on in this river has quite demolished her, and rendered her incapable of ever 
being made fit for his Majesty's Service again. This Loss reduces the Squadron 
to only three ships of force and two frigates, and not one of them can be sup¬ 
posed to be in a condition to remain in India after having been three years in the 
country except the Triton, and the above cou’d be of a very little service to 
you if I had power to leave her behind me, as for the Bridgwater she has by an 
unlucky accident of parting her cable struck, it is supposed, on the fluk of 
an Anchor which has occasion’d so large a leak that she must be laid ashore 
again, what condition she may be found in I can’t judge, but her leak now is 
very considerable. 

When you seriously have considered the state and number of the squadron 
and the words of my orders I presume you cannot think yourselves justifiable 
in asking for any part of the squadron to remain, and I am persuaded you can¬ 
not be surprised at my refusing your Request. 

I hope to be able to call upon the Coast in my way to Bombay but as that 
will depend upon the time of my sailing from hence which is very uncertain, 
the pilots seeming to decline to take charge of the ships till the Freshers are 
over, I therefore can say nothing positive about it, for which reason I shall 
leave the King’s troops behind me. 

I am perfectly well satisfied with Cap* Townly for complying with the Re¬ 
quest you made him, and think he acted very prudently in so doing. 

I was much concern'd when 1 heard of the Loss of Yizagapatam, but much 
more so when I knew the whole garrison were made Prisoners of war, as you 
are thereby deprived of the use of so many men at a time you are so much in 
want of a reinforcement. It’s weU Trichinopoly did not suffer the same 
Pate. 

We hourly are in expectation of hearing from the Coast of the arrival of the 
Europe ship, A Butch ship is lately arrived in the River from Batavia, but 
she brings no Intelligence of any Squadron coming into the East Indies, either 
English or French. 

I am. Gentlemen, 

Calcutta, Your most obedient humble Servant, 

The nth August 1757. CHARLES WATSON. 

B. 8, —I beg the favor you will deliver the enclosed to Cap, Townley. 

« • • • • 
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To tbe Hon’blb Georob Pigot, Eeq*^* &ea, Members of the Select Committee at Fort St. 

George. , 

Gentlemen, 

Duplicate 

We have received your letter of the 8“* instant and are extremely con- 

Letterfrou. the Select Committee at Bengal. Cemed it is not in OUV poWCT tO aSsist 

you with the Keturn of any of the Troops 
No hopes of Troops from Bombay. in Bengal. The uecessitv of keeping every 

man we have is fully explained in our Lre. of the IS*** August. Upon receiv¬ 
ing Intelligence of the arrival of a Prench Squadron upon your Coast, we 
thought it absolutely necessary to send the Directors & Council, Officers, Civil 
and Military, and inhabitants of the late colony of Chandernagore to the 
Coast to prevent their assisting in any shape the French squadron shou*d they 
proceed this way to make any attempt on our Settlement. The Restitution is 
freight’d by the Board for that purpose, and the amount of that ship indemnified 
by the Company in case she shou’d be taken in her Passage to Pondichery or 
detained by the French on her arrival there; We beg leave therefore to re¬ 
commend your endeavouring to settle a cartel for that Ship with the Gover¬ 
nor and Council of Pondichery before her arrival, to prevent the Company’s 
Suffering the Loss of 45,000 Bup" which they have engaged to make good to the 
Owners in case she is taken or detained as before mentioned. 

We are. 

Your most ohed‘ humble Servants, 
EGBERT CLIVE, 

RICH” BECHER. 

ROGER DRAKE, jun* 
JAMES KILLPATRICK. 


Fort William, 
27*’^ Septemr 1757. 


Pleased to forward the Packet by this Sloop for the Secret Committee in 
England, separate from that on the Syrian —the Restitution will sail about the 
3* October. 


To the Hon’blb George Pigot, Esq^, President and Governor &*., Gentlemen of the 
Select Committee at Madras. 

Gentlemen, 

I address’d you from Muxadavad tbe 12*’* ins* in readiness for the Marlboro* 

Lrtto i™. "’'O 7®*. ®“ ‘''® “‘“"K ‘I*® 

Coast with several other vessels, when 

the Revenge brought an account of the arrival of ten French ships at Pondi¬ 
cherry. She was soon followed by the Triton with your favors of the 8“* and 
9*“ ins*. 

The uncertainty of the force of the French ships prevents M* Pocock 
from resolving what measures to pursue, w^hether to proceed to Bombay or 
refit here, the arrival of the Duke, which we impatiently except, will probably 
enable him to determine. 

M' Andrews is arrived here from Bandermalanka, which he left the 14***. 
The news of our success at Muxadavad had reached there some days before, 
and I conclude must soon after have been known in Madras, tho’ the patta- 
mars 1 dispatch’d shou’d have been intercepted. Unfortunately the sloop that 
carried the duplicate advices Sprung, her mast in a violent storm off Vizagapa- 
866 r.]} 
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tarn and is returned. It is with great Pleasure T understand that the troubles 
at Golcondah have oblig’d Monsieur Bussy to march that way : 

The Affairs of this Province continue in Quietness, nothing has occurr’d 
since my last, expect the Arrival of the Detachment from Patna. 

I have the Honor to be with Respect Gentlemen 
Calcutta, Your most ob‘ humble Servant, 

57“ Sep^ 1757. ROBERT CLIVE. 


To the Hon'bls Roger Drake, Esq'., and the other Gentlemen of the Committee at 
Fort William, 

Gentlemen, 

By His Majesty’s ship Triton and the Watson sloop we are favored with 
, , „. ^ „ , your Letters of the 13**^ August and 27“* 

liGttjCF to tllG Solcct CommittOG &t D60S&1« Qm Xm 1 i. * *Xl Xl 1. Cl *11 

Sept” last. It 18 witli the most Sensible 
Pleasure we congratulate you on the favorable turn of Affairs in your Province; 
and we cannot but be extremely happy that our Troops have been Employed to 
so good an end, although the want of them has been attended with many Losses 
on this Coast. Chetteput was taken by the Enemy the li’** Ins‘, and the great 
Superiority of their Force will enable them to undertake other Conquests. 
We hear of their Preparations but know not yet what will be their next Effort. 
When we add to this many Concurring advices, which we have Communicated 
to you, of the large Reinforcements yet expected by the Enemy, we cannot 
doubt but you will send us by the Men of War as many Troops as can be 
spared from the indispensable Occasions of your Presidency. 

We have not yet received any advice of Commodore Steevens, or the Coast 
and Bay Ships. 

We have delivered to Cap* Townley a Letter for the Secret Committee, 
desiring him to forward it if he shou’d meet with any Ship bound to Europe, 
otherwise to deliver it to you, in which Case we request you will send it by 
the first ship direct from your Place. • 


We are Gentlemen 

Tour Most Obedient humble Servants, 
GEORGE PIGOT COMMITTEE. 


Fort S’" George, 

78“ October 1757. 

To Robert Clive Sqo® 

Sir, 

By His Majesty’s Ship Triton and the Sloop Watson we have received 
your Letters dated 2“^ July the 3'^ August 12*'' & 27*'* Sept'. 

The Extraordinary Success with which your Endeavours have been Crowned 

Letter to Colonel Clive. advantagg)US footing On which 

the Company s attairs in Bengal are 
now established, are Events which give us the most Sensible Pleasure; on this 
Coast we have suffered many Losses, and must expect to Suffer more, until 
we are put upon a footing of some Equality with our Enemies. Chetteput was 
taken the 14*'' Instant, we know not yet what will be their next Undertaking, 
but it is certain they are preparing for further action. As you are sensible of 
our Situation, and the further Reinforcements we have reason to apprehend 
the Enemy will receive, you will no doubt bring back with you as many Iroops 
as can be spared from the indispensable occasions of Bengal. 

We have yet no News of Commodore Steevens, or the Coast and Bay 


Fort George, 
78“ October 1757. 


We are Sir 

Your most Ob* Servants, 
GEORGE PIGOT COMMITTEE. 
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Monday 39** Dec' 

At a Committee Present, 

George Pigot Esq®, Oovermr^ President, 

Stringer Lawrence, 

Egbert Orme, 

Henry Powney, 

Robert Palk. 

**«•«•« 

To the Hon’ble George Pigot Esq*„ & * Gentlemen of the Select Committee at Madras 
Letter from tiie Select Committee at Fort William. 


Gentlemen, 

Being informed that a Dutch Vessel is under dispatch for Pulicat we 
embrace that opportunity to write you a few lines and acquaint you of the 
Situation of Affairs in Bengal; 

Prom Patnah we have authentick accounts, and that the Nabob of Oude 
, . 3 .. i! .X. « . Tx • is actually on his March towards that 

City with a large Army and a Party of 
French under M' Law who is escaped out of these Provinces after Surra- 
jah Dowlah’s Defeat: The Naib of Patnah has likewise taken the field, and 
it is feared will join the Oude Nabob as he is apprehensive of Treachery 
from Jaffier Ally Cawn. There are troubles likewise in Purneah where a Jemi- 
dar has set himself up as Nabob of that Province, and has collected a Body of 
Troops to support his Usurpation. Our Resid* at Cuttack informs us of a Revo- 
, lution in that City, where the Morattas 

‘ have taken Possession of the Kela,* and 

Collect the Revenues in their own Name. To add to these allarming Circum¬ 
stances, we have advised from Muxadavad that the Nabob has disgirsted many 
of the Officers of the Army, who shew little or no Inclination to take the field. 
We are therefore under the necessity of Marching Northw^ with our Troops 
(reduced by Ca^alties to a very small Number) in order to check the Progress 
of the Oude Nabob shou’d he enter Bahar, and to accommodate Matters be 
tween Jaffier Ally Cawn, and the Naib of Patnah & gain him over from the 
Interest of the Oude Nabob: It may probably be necessary likewise to detaoh 
a Body of our Men jointly with some of the Nabob’s Troops to quiet the 
Troubles in Purneah, and prevent the I.oss of that Province, but it’s not in our 
power with the handful of men we have left to send any Men to oppose the 
Entrance of an Enemy from the Cuttack quarter, and if the French at Golcon- 
dah have any designs of coming this way, and joined by the Morrattoes, We 
apprehend they will find little or no difficulty in penetrating into the very 
„ , „ heart of this Kingdom, unless we are re- 

an more roops. inforced with a Body of 4 or 500 Euro¬ 

peans very quickly: 

We think it unnecessary to take up your time in Commenting on the cri¬ 
tical Situation of things in these Parts, and on the Consequence of Supporting 
us to the utmO't at this Juncture, We are sensible Gentle" that you are not 
ignorent of the Importance of this Settlement to the Company, you are ac¬ 
quainted likewise of the Advantages acquired by the part w6 took in the late 
Revolutions and of the Treaty made with the present Subah, by which we 
were oblig’d to furnish him with Troops whenever his affairs requires it. 
Indeed our Interest is so connected w*** his remaining in the Government of 
these Provinces, that it wou*d be our Business to assist him to the utmost even 
were we not oblig’d to it by virtue of the Treaty. These Considerations we 
make no doubt will be duly attended to by you Gentlemen, as much may 
depend on being speedily reinforc’d, we are to request no time may be lost 
in doing it. We are likewise to desire you will not on any Acco‘* detain any of 
the Recruits which may be sent out this Season for our Settlement, our Army 
being so much reduced by Sickness that we have been oblig’d only to keep a 
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few Troops and Seapoys in Garrison in order to send a suiEoient Force up ihe 
Country to be of Service there. 


Our Powder and Ammunition begins likewise to 


grow 


short, and as our 


And a supply of gunpowder. 


mills can manufacture but a small quan¬ 
tity, we request you will supply us with 
as large a quantity as you can of Gunpowder, particularly with the sortment fit 
for musket cartridges. We beg leave to observe in this place, that what we 
received from your Presidency before proved very indifferent, & that unless 
you give orders for better being sent us now it may be attended with prejudi¬ 
cial consequences. 


The Fhonix schooner, which we dispatched to the Gulph of Persia w*** the 
news of taking Chandernagore, is returned, but brings no intelligence of the 
state of affairs in Europe, tho’ she left Europe so late as the beginning of Sep¬ 
tember. 


The Warwick, Captain Wehb, arriv’d here in October. We have heard 
nothing of the Coast and Bay ships, nor of the Squadron under Commodore 
Steevens, 


We are, Gentlemen, 

Fort William, Tour most obd‘ humb'* Servants, 

The 15*^ Nov' 1757. EOGER DRAKE, Jtjn“. 

CHA« MANNINGHAM. 
RICHD® BECHER. 
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Account of the Eevolution in Bengal in the year 1757. 


Consistiiig of— 

1.—A letter from the Select Committee at Bengal, dated 13th August 1757. 

„ 2.— Ditto from Col. Clive, dated the 2nd July 1757. 

„ 3.— Ditto ditto, dated the 3rd August 1757. 

„ 4.— Ditto ditto, dated the 12th September 1757. 

„ 5.—Six letters from Surajah Dowla, the late Nabob of Bengal, to Mr. Bussy and 

Mr. Law, and one from Mr. Law to the Chief of Sydabad. 

„ 6.—Journal of Military proceedings on the Expedition to Muxadabad. 

Concluding with a copy of the Treaty executed by the new Nabob. 


To the Hon^ble Geobob Pigot, Esq., President, &c.. Members of the Select Committee of 

Fort St. George. 

Gkntlembk,— We have received your several favours of the 30th April, 
May and June. The first of which enclos’d copy of part of a letter from the 
Select Committee in England to your President and attested copies of several 
Husbuthookims. 

We observe with concern, gentlemen, that you think we paid no regard to 
the exigencies of the Company’s affairs on your coast by suffering three of their 
ships to leave the river without returning a single man of your troops. We are 
persuaded you will alter your sentiments when you are informed of our motives 
for keeping those troops. Our situation at that time (notwithstanding 
appearances seem’d favourable) was extremely precarious; it is true we had 
concluded a Treaty of Peace with the Nabob, but so far from thinking 
ourselves secure of his friendship, the whole tenor of his conduct made it 
evident to us he never designed to abide by the terms of that Treaty, and that 
he would again make an attempt upon our settlement if we gave him room 
to hope for success by sending away any part of our force. The capture 
of Chandernagore by no means secured us from all attempts of the Erench, 
as a very considerable body of their Europeans and sea^ys had escaped us, 
and were joined at Cossimbazar under Mr. Law’s; these we were well in¬ 
form’d were actually in the Nabob’s pay, who refused to deliver them up. 
Mr. Pussy’s march towards these provinces was likewise at that time generally 
talk’d of and expected, it being past all doubt the Nabob had wrote him very 
pressing letters to come, with promises of assistance. Thus circumstanced, 
you must agree with us, it would have been very imprudent to have divided 
our force, and left ourselves once more expos’d to the attempt of an implac¬ 
able and revengeful enemy; such a proceeding would have endangered the loss 
of all the advantages and privileges acquired by the Treaty of Peace, and have 
render’d the efforts you made for our re-establishment only an expensive under¬ 
taking to our employers. 

We fully intended, however, to have complied with your instructions for 
returning part of your troops as soon as we esteem’d ourselves settled on a solid 
footing, and were under no further apprehensions from the Government. We 
had hopes of sending you some of the detachment from your Presidency by the 
ships bound thither in September from hence, but have been obliged entirely to 
lay aside all thoughts of parting with a single man, in order to support the 
revolution effected on the Government of these provinces by the assistance of 
our troops, and to preserve the advantages obtained by placing the sway in the 
hands of the present Subah. 

Eor the particulars of this transaction, we beg leave to refer you to the 
enclos’d letter to the Hon’ble the Select Committee in England, which we send 
open for your perusal. You will therein see the necessity we were under of 
breaking with Surajah Dowla and setting up another in his room; and the 
translate of the Treaty made with Japher Ally Cawn, the present Nabob, trans¬ 
mitted to your Board, will show you how beneficial this measure has proved to 
our employers. The preservation of the advantages obtained by this revolution 
for the Company must be acknowledged of the utmost importance, and such as 
merits the attention of their servants in general as well as ours in particular. 
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We are therefore persuaded you will not only think us justifiable in the reso¬ 
lution we have taken to keep the troops sent us from your coast, but that you 
will further co-operate with us for the interest of our Hon’ble Masters by not 
detaining any of the recruits or military stores designed for this Presidency. 
This we are necessitated to demand from the unsettled state of things at present 
in these provinces, the new Subah not being so firmly established, but that 
some disturbances are expected as soon as the rains are over from the north¬ 
ward. Mr. Law’s having got into the territories of the Nabob of Oudh, who 
threatens to revenge Surajah Dowla’s death; and as we are bound, both by 
Treaty and our own interest, to assist Japher Ally Cawn to the utmost of our 
power, it may perhaps be necessary to take the field in October to oppose the 
threatened invasion, which will leave us unguarded in Calcutta itself, unless you, 
gentlemen, acquiesce with the request now made for detaining none of our 
recruits. Add to this that the loss of men by sickness and long marches besides 
what may fall should they be obliged to engage the abovementioned Nabob 
assisted by Mr. Law’s party, must very shortly reduce the number of our Euro¬ 
peans too considerably to maintain the respect we have acquired, if you keep 
our recruits. We flatter ourselves therefore that as we both act for the same 
masters, and have the same interest at heart (namely, the Company’s), which we 
think cannot be of so much consequence in any other part of India as it is now 
of in Bengal, that you will assist us all in your power to support their reputa¬ 
tion in these parts, and preserve the valuable acquisitions we have so happily 
procured for them, but which may be wrested from them, unless we maintain a 
respectable body of troops, which will likewise be necessary to obtain a con¬ 
firmation from Delhy of the grants made by Japher Ally Cawn. You may 
depend upon it, gentlemen, that the instant we find ourselves on a state of 
security and tranquility, we shall return you every man we can spare in case 
your exigencies require it. 

Herewith we transmit you copy of the articles of Capitulation at Eort 
D’Orleans; the officers. Civil and Military, Company’s servants and inhabitants 
made prisoners at the capture of it will be sent to your settlement in the Malbro 
and such other vessels as we can procure for them between this and the month 
of January; on their arrival we request you will find them conveyances to 
Pondicherry. 

The packet for the Secret Committee in England we request you will for¬ 
ward to Europe by the first opportunity. We are preparing the Diligent 
Schooner to carry home one copy of those advices, and shall send another 
by the Malbro, which will be despatched to your place the beginning of next 
mouth. 


We are, 

Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient humble Servants, 

ROGER DRAKE, Junior. 

Fort William, ROBERT CLIVE. 

13th August 1757. ) RICHARD BECHER. 


To the Hon’ble George Pigot, Esq., &«., Gentlemen of the Select Committee of Fort 

St. George. 

No. 2.— Gentlemen, —Some time since I acquainted the President by a 
letter, despatched under a Dutch cover, of the necessity there was to overset 
Surajah Dowla. I have now the happiness to inform you that that great event 
is completely brought about. He still delayed imder different pretences to ful¬ 
fil the grand points of the Treaty, such as delivering us the villages, malring 
good the Calcutta balance, and admitting the currency of our siccars; at the 
same time we found him designing our ruin in conjunction with the French, 
pressing invitations were sent to Monsieur Bussy to come into the province and 
Monsieur Law’s party (then in his pay at R10,000 per month) was ordered to re¬ 
turn from Patna, of aU which we had certain knowledge by authentick copies 
of bis own letters; at this juncture some principal officers of his army made 
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overtures to us, at the head of whom was Japher Ally Cawn, who had long 
been Buxy, and was a man as generally esteemed as the other was detested. 
We soon entered into a private treaty to make him Nahoh, and having 
prepared every thing with the utmost secrecy, the army consisting of 
1,000 Europeans and 2,000 seapoys with eight pieces of cannon marched from 
Chandernagore, the 13th, in the morning, and arrived, the 18th at Outwa Fort, 
which was taken without opposition. The 22nd, in the evening, we crossed 
the river, and landing on the Island marched straight for Plassy, where we 
arrived by one in the morning. At daybreak we discovered the Nabob^s 
army consisting of about 16,000 Horse and 36,000 Foot with upwards of 
40 pounders of cannon moving towards us. They approached apace, and by 
six begim the attack with a number of heavy cannon, supported by the whole 
army, and continued to play upon us very briskly for several hours during 
which our very advantageous situation saved us greatly, being possessed of a 
large tope surrounded with a good mud-bank; to succeed in an attempt on 
their cannon was next to impossible, as they were planted in a manner round 
us, and at a considerable distance from each other. We therefore remained 
quiet in our post, in expectation of a successful attack upon their camp at 
night; the enemy retiring to their camp at noon with their artillery, we sent 
a detachment and two field pieces to take possession of a tank with high hanks, 
from whence they had considerably annoyed us with some cannon which were 
managed by Frenchmen. This brought them out a second time; but as we 
found they made no great effort to dislodge us, we proceeded to take possession 
of one or two more eminencies lying very near one angle of their camp, round 
which ran a ditch and breast work, from whence, and an adjacent eminence 
still in their possession, they kept a smart fire of musquetry upon us; they 
made several attempts to bring out their cannon, but our field pieces played so 
warmly and well upon them that they were always drove back; the horse ex¬ 
posing themselves a good deal on this occasion, many of them were kill’d, and 
among the rest four or five officers of the first ffistinction, which dispiriting the 
enemy and throwing them into some confusion, we were encouraged to storm 
the eminence and angle of their camp, both were attempted at the same time, 
and carried with little or no loss, tho* the latter was defended exclusive of 
Blacks by 40 French and 2 pieces of cannon, and the former by a large body 
of Foot and Horse. On this a general rout ensued, and we pursued the enemy 
six miles, taking upwards of 40 pieces of cannon which they had abandoned. 
The roads were strewed with hackeries and filled with baggage of all kinds. 
Their loss is computed at about 600 men; on our side there were 22 killed and 
60 wounded, and those chiefly Blacks. Surajah Dowla saved himself on a 
camel, and reaching the city early next morning, despatched away what jewels 
and treasure he conveniently could, and followed himself at midnight, attended 
by only four or five persons. 

During the warmest part of the action we observed a large body of troops 
hovering on our right, who proved to be our friends; but as they made no 
signal by which we could discover them, we frequently fired on them to make 
them keep their distance. After the action they sent their compliments and 
encamped that night in our neighbourhood. The next morning Japher Ally 
Cawn paid me a visit, and expressed much gratitude for the great services we 
had done him, assuring us, in most solemn manner, that he would faithfully 
fulfil the treaty he had made with us; he then proceeded to the city, which he 
reached some hours before Surajah Dowla left it. As on his flight Japher 
Ally Cawn was in quiet possession of the palace and city, I encamped with¬ 
out to prevent ravage and disorder, first at Mandipore, and afterwards at the 
French Factory at Sydabad. The 29th I entered the city with only a party of 
200 Europeans and 300 seapoys, and took up my quarters in a spacious house 
and garden near the palace. The same day I waited on Japher Ally Cawn, 
who refused seating himself on the Musnud till placed on it by me, which done, 
he received the homage and congratulations of all his courtiers as Nabob. The 
next morning he returned the visit, and on my recommending to him to consult 
Jaggat Seat on all occasions, who was the man of the greatest property in the 
Kingdom, would give him the best advice for its tranquility and security, we 
agreed to pay him a visit immediately together, at which a firm union was 
entered into by us here; and Jaggat Scat engaged to use his influence at Delhi 
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(which is very great), both to get the Nabob confirmed and procure for us such 
Phirmaunds as we should have occasion for. 

The principal articles of our treaty with the present Nabob are a confir¬ 
mation of all grants both in the Mogul’s Fhirmaund and the treaty with 
Surajah Dowla. An alliance offensive and defensive against all enemies, 
European or country; the delivery of the French and their property into our 
hands, and a perpetual exclusion of them from these provinces; a tract of land 
extending between the lake and river from Calcutta to Culpee to be given to 
the Company; also one crour of rupees, 60 lacks to the European sufferers, at 
the loss of Calcutta, 20 lacks to the Black sufferers, 7 to the Armenians, and 60 
to the Army and Navy; all the articles to be fulfil'd within one month from 
his accession to the Subahship. 

As the sum in the Treasury did not appear enough to satisfy our demands, 
much less have a sufficiency for the Nabob to pay his troops, which was indis¬ 
pensably necessary, it was left to Jaggat Seat as a mutual friend to settle 
what we should receive; whose determination was that we should immediately be 
paid one-half—frds in money and ^rd in jewels, plate and goods, and that the 
other half should be discharged within 3 years at three equal and annual pay¬ 
ments. 

I have just had advice of Surajah Dowla’s being taken near Rajamaul 
in a distressed condition, with hardly cloths to his back, such is the misery he 
has been reduced to by his injuries to the English, and by a general course of 
folly and wickedness throughout the short time he has reigned. Our victory 
is very complete, and the present Nabob seems happily settled in his Govern¬ 
ment and with universal approbation. My presence, therefore, in this quarter, 
I imagine, will not be required much longer. When you have thoroughly con¬ 
sidered the critical situation, the Company’s affairs were in on this establish¬ 
ment, after the taking of Chandernagore, and the nice and important game 
that was to be played with the late Nabob, I flatter myself you will alter 
the sentiments you are pleased to express in your late letters with regard to 
my having kept the troops here. I cannot at this time reply to those letters, 
nor even acquaint you what you received, as all my papers are left at Chauder- 
nagore. 

I am now using my utmost endeavours to secure Monsieur Law’s and his 
party who are still at Patna. The French I spoke of in the action were some 
fugitives who had assembled at Sydabad under Monsieur Sinfraylate, late Secre¬ 
tary of Chandernagore, and who advised, and I understand had the principal 
hand in burning and destroying Cossimbazar Factory. I must acquaint you 
that some days before I left Chandernagore, letters arrived from the Nana 
desiring our Friendship, for that he would engage to enter the province with 
150,000 Morattas, and make good to us double of all the losses we had sustain¬ 
ed ; that as we were powerful in ships we might keep out the French by sea, 
and he would take care to do it by land. In answer, I have just wrote him of 
our success, and that Japher Ally Cawn is in peaceable possession of the king¬ 
dom and will duely pay him the chout. 

The late Nabob’s spies have hitherto prevented any Cossids passing through 
Cuttack, but now I hope they will meet no further impediment. Jaggat Set 
has promised me to forward this safely to your hands. In few days I expect to 
have an opportunity of addressing the Court of Directors by a twenty-gun- 
ship despatched from hence. 


I have the honour to be, with great respect, 
Gentlemen, 

Tour most, obedient & most humble Servant, 


Mtjxadabad, 
The 2nd July 1757. 


} 


EGBERT CLIVE. 


P. S.—Surajah Dowla arrived in the city the 2nd at night, and was 
immediately despatched, having created some commotions in the army by the 
letters he w'rote on the road to the several zemindars. Monsieur Law’s and 



5 


his party came as far as Bajahmaul to his assistance, and were within three 
hours’ march of him when he was taken. A party of the Nabob’s Horse and 
Foot followed by some of our Military and seapoys are gone after the French, 
and I hope will give a good account of them. Gouzeadeen Cawn and the 
Mogul’s son are come down to Halabas, and the Nabob of Oudh with a numer¬ 
ous army is within seven coass of them, it’s expected every hour to hear of a 
battle or compromise. 

ROBERT OLIVE. 


To the Hon’ble Gborob Pioot Esq., &o.. Gentlemen of the Select Committee of Port 

St. George. 

No. 3.— Gentlemen, —I wrote to you by Patamarin two copies under date 
the 2nd July, and now enclose a triplicate. Nothing very material has occurred 
since to acquaint you with. 

Mr. Law’s and his party, I am afraid, have by this time passed the Carum- 
nasser by the remissness of the Naib of Patna in attacking and distressing 
them, notwithstanding the pressing letters wrote to him on that head both by 
the Nabob and me. It is very probable they will be entertained in the service 
of the Nabob of Oudh. Mr. Law, in answer to some propositions I made to 
him and his followers for surrendering themselves, seems to build on such a 
support. The detachment I sent after them consisting of 200 Europeans and 
600 seapoys arrived at Patna some days ago and proceeded on; about 20 of the 
French have deserted to us. 

We hear that Gouzeadeen Cawn and the Nabob of Oudh have accom¬ 
modated their differences, and that the former is returned towards Delhi and 
the latter to his capital. 

The ready money that was to be paid by the Nabob agreeable to Jaggat 
Seat-’s decision, is already arrived at Calcutta. The plate, jewels and goods are 
now delivering over to us, the amount of these will not near make up the 
stipulated sum, but the difference is promised us in ready money. A survey 
of the granted lands has been appointed, but till it is completed, the purvanas 
on that head cannot issue; those for the mint and the exemption of duties are 
already passed and in force. 

I must now acknowledge the receipt of your favours of the 30th .April, 
27th May and the 16th and 29th June. I confess the concern they have given 
me is very sensible, for in every one you seem to condemn my conduct in 
keeping the troops in Bengal. Though the peace concluded with the late 
Nabob, and the reduction of Chandernagore might serve as arguments that 
there was but little left to do in this province, yet a proper attention to Surajah 
Dowla’s disposition would certainly induce other conclusions. It was visible 
he bore a deep resentment against the English, and that all his compliances in 
our regard sprung solely from fear. To have weakened our forces would have 
been giving the Reins to his malice and insolence. The French subordinates 
were still to be destroyed, and if possible their total extirpation from this 
province effected. Some of the capital points of the treaty were not yet 
complied with, such as the putting us in possession of the villages, admitting 
the currency of our siccars, and restoring us such part of the plunder of 
Calcutta as was brought to account in the Circary Books. Surely these con¬ 
siderations, to say nothing of the alarms of Monsieur Bussy’s marching this 
way, will show the absolute necessity there was of detaining the troops, and 
1 hope the great event which has since happened will justify my conduct both 
to the Company and you. 

It is highly consistent with the wisdom of those entrusted with the 
management of the Company’s affairs to extend their attention to the neces¬ 
sities of every part of India; that Bengal always was, and proves fair to con¬ 
tinue of much more consequence to the Company than any of their other 
settlements, is a fact which cannot be denied, and surely it deserves to be sup¬ 
ported in preference to all others; this was my opinion when at Fort St. George, 
and everything that has since happened has served to confirm me in it. 

I hope before this time you have received a considerable reinforcement 
from Europe, the late arrival of the Company’s shipping gives room to expect 
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S}oSl\, ‘Coffj aie accompanied by a squadron of Men-of-War. Detaching troops 
Itom bence at tbk season can be of little service to you on account of the 
approaching rains, and might be of had consequence to the affairs of this pro¬ 
vince, where the Government is so newly settled, that its enemys have hardly 
had time to declare themselves. The intentions of the Morattoes, the disposi¬ 
tions of the Nabob of Oudh, and the fidelity of the Naib of Patna, remain still 
to be cleared up. These considerations will, in all likelihood, make it necessary 
to delay the return of the Madras troops till December or January, when their 
passage will cost them but few days. However, the advices we are in im¬ 
patient expectations of from the coast will greatly serve to determine what 
measures are best to be pursued. 

The escrutor which contained all the Paymaster’s papers having been 
deposited during the late expedition in a godown in Ohanderuagore Fort, was, 
with many other chests and boxes belonging to the officers, broke open by the 
sailors who where left in garrison there. Whether any of the papers are lost 
is not yet known, the assistant who was sent to examine into the matter not 
being returned, for this reason neither the Paymaster’s accounts nor the 
account stoppages for seapoy clothing, which you enquire after, can now be 
forwarded. Enclosed is a list of the promotions I found necessary to make, 
some of which you will observe are only temporary. 

Mr. Percival being arrived from Vizagapatam, together with the officers of 
that garrison, I have appointed a Court of Enquiry upon the latter. 

I enclose to you copies of my advices to Europe of 16th April and 26th 
July, as well for your perusal, as to be forwarded by the first opportunity. The 
DiHgetd Schooner sails in a few days for England, and 1 am now preparing my 
despatches to go by her. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect. 
Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient & most humble Servant, 
EGBERT CLIVE. 

Mtjxadabad, ) 

3rd Augmi 1759.) 


To tbe Hon’ble George Pigot, Esq., President, &e., Gentlemen of the Select Committee of 

Fort St. George. 

No. 4.— Gentlemen, —I am favoured with your letters of the 3rd and 12th 
August, the last arriving a little after the dispatch of the Diligent Schooner to 
England. Duplicates of my advices by that vessel are now forwarded open for 
your peru.sal. 

I congratulate you on the large force expected out; and do not at all 
doubt, but our enemies will find themselves in greater distress daily for want 
of supplies of men and money and by desertion ; most of the King’s detachment 
that came with me, I have reason to think, will take service with the Company, 
and I flatter myself it will be the same with the greatest part of the Regiment 
on the coast. 

The Nabob proposes to take the field on the 20th of October, and march to¬ 
wards Patna; as well as to watch the motions of the Nabob of Oudh, as to awe 
any of the Rajahs of Bahar, who may be inclined to rebel, it is absolutely neces¬ 
sary that we should accompany him with our whole force, both to strike a terror 
into foreign enemies and protect him from domestick treachery till his army is 
in good order and well appointed. By December I fully persuade myself his 
affairs will be settled on a secure and lasting foundation, and that I may then 
be able to embark a large force for the coast, particularly the Madras train as 
you desire. 

Ramnarain, the Naib of Bahar, by some submissions, has pacified tbe Nabob, 
at whose request the party, which was sent after Monsieur Law, and which 
1 intended should pass the rains at Patna to watch Ramnarain, is ordered to return 
from thence. The intentions of Surajah Dowlah, the Nabob of Oudh, still remain 
doubtful; among the country letters now sent you, you will observe one from 
him to Major Coote (No. 210), which contains littie more than general expres- 
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sions of civility. By late deserters from Monsieur Law’s party we learn they 
were advanced but 12 miles beyond Benaras, being stop’d by the Killedar of 
Chunderghar till Surajah Dowlah’s pleasure was known. Some letters we inter¬ 
cepted coming from Mazulipatam, give us room to imagine that they are supplied 
by Bills of Exchange from thence. Should Surajah Dowlah have no designs 
against this province, they may possibly strike down towards Decan and endea¬ 
vour to join Monsieur Bussy, but the march must be so long and difficult that I 
conclude few will prosecute it. 

We have accounts from Delhi that Najeb Cawn, whom the Aughnans had 
left as Buxy with the Mogul, had made himself master of his person, and that 
Gazeadeen Cawn joined by the Morattoes, Jates and others had invested the city, 
and was likely to take both the Mogul and his Buxy prisoners, when it was 
thought he would immediately march against the Aughnans, who had seized 
five of the Northern Provinces. These troubles may he of benefit to Jagheer 
Ally Cawn by giving him time to fix himself firmly in the Government before 
either the Court or Morattoes can turn their thoughts this way. His letter to 
the Mogul and mine reached Delhi, but were not delivered on account of the 
expected revolution. Letters from the Mogul to the Nabob are likewise arrived 
here, but the Nabob refused to receive them, as they are accompanied by a 
letter from Gazeadeen Cawn, the Vizier, as customary. The messenger declares 
the contents to be a promise of confirming the Nabob, on his sending up the 
Pishcash and usual Present. 

All batta was struck off the 25th August, and the troops put into garrison; 
those on •the Madras establishment are mosth'quartered at Cossimbazar. For 
myself, after having pressed the Nabob to be diligent in collecting his army, I 
am now about to return to Calcutta to make the necessary preparations for the 
ensuing campaigne. The Paymaster’s accounts for the months of February, 
March, April, May and June are now forwarded with two general musters of 
the troops, &c., paid on the Madras establishment; one of 7th April and the 
other of 12th June on account of clothing delivered to the seapoy as given in 
by Keyser Sing, the amount of which being Arcot Rupees 1,516 has been duly 
received and brought to account in time. 

It is with the deepest concern I acquaint you of Admiral Watson’s death. 
His zeal for the service of the Company, and the extraordinary success it was 
crowned with both at Gheria and in this expedition will make his memory, par¬ 
ticularly in India, survive to latest ages. 


Muxadabaj), 
12th September 1767. 


} 


I have the honor to be, with great respect, 
Gentlemen, 

Tour most obedient & most humble Servant, 
ROBERT CLIVE. 


No. 1. Supposed to be wrote the latter end of February 1757. 

SuBAJAH Dowla to the exalted in station, greatest among great officers, the 
support of friendship, Monsieob Bussy, Bahadbe. 

No. 5.—These disturbers of my country, the Admiral and Colonel Clive, Sa- 
but Jung, whom bad fortune attends, without any reason whatever, are warring 
against Zabdatool Joojah, Monsieur Rinnault, the Governor of Chandernagore, 
this you wUl learn from his letters, I who in all things seek the good of mankind, 
assist him in every respect, and have sent him the best of my troops, that he 
may join with them and fight the English, and if it becomes necessary, I will 
join him myself. I hope in God these English who are unfortunate will be 
punished for the disturbance they have raised. Be confident, look on my forces 
as your own. I have wrote you before for 2,000 soldiers and Musqueteers under 
the command of one or two trusty chiefs. I persuade myself you have already 
sent them, as I desired, should you not, I desire you will do me the pleasure to 
send them immediately, further particulars you will learn from Monsieur 
Rinnault. Oblige me with frequent news of your health. 
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No. 2.—Supposed to be wrote about the middle of March 1757. 

SiJBAJAH Dowla to the distinguished of the Empire, the Sword of Biches, 
the Victorious in War, Monsibuk Busst Bahadre. 

I have with great pleasure received news of your being arrived near the 
Orissa Country with a powerful army of soldiers, Telingers, &c., to the assistance 
of the Commander of Chandernagore. I promise myself great pleasure in see¬ 
ing you. A meeting will confirm the great friendship between us. I have 
ordered the Naibs of the Subah, the Phousdars and Jemadars of Midnapur to 
wait on you and assist you in your march. 


No, 3.—Supposed to be wrote the latter end of March 1767. 

SuBAJAH Dowla to Monsieur Busst, Bahadre, &c. 

I am advised that you are arrived at Echapore, this news gives me pleasure, 
the sponer you come here the greatest satisfaction I shall have in meeting you. 
What can I write of the perfidy of the English, they have without grounds 
picked a quarrel with Monsieur Binnault and taken by force his factory. They 
want now to quarrel with Monsieur Law, your Chief at Cossimbazar, but I will 
take care to oppose and overthrow their proceedings when you come to Balla- 
sore. I will then send Monsieur Law to your assistance, unless you forbid his 
setting out. Rest assured of my good will towards you and your company, 
and to convince you of my sincerity, I now send parvanas to Dedarally and 
Ramagu Pundit and Rajaram Sing, that as soon as you may enter the^province 
that they may meet and lend you all possible assistance, and not on any pre¬ 
tence impede your march both at Cattack, Rajah of Ballasore and Midnapore. 


No. 4.—Supposed to be wrote the latter end of March 1757. 

SuRAJAH Dowla to Rajaram. Sing. 

You write me that Monsieur Bussie is arrived at Echapore, six days* journey 
on this side of Chicacole and six days’ on the other side Cattack, this letter I have 
received. You must obtain good intelligence and employ proper hircaras, and 
so soon as Monsieur Bussy is arrived in your limits receive him in the politest 
manner, so that he may be well pleased and satisfied with you. The moment 
Monsieur Bussy arrives, present him with the enclosed parvana. Enquire 
diligently, and inform me whether he has passed the Chilka. I have wrote to 
Dedarally and Ramagu Pundit, that when Monsieur Bussy or his army arrives, 
they don’t impede them. 

No. 6.—Supposed to be wrote the latter end of April 1767. 

SuRAjAH Dowla to Monsieur Law. 

I send you 10,000 rupees for your expenses, remain quiet at Rajahmaul. 
When Monsieur Bussie, Bahadre, &c., comes on this side Cattack, 1 will send 

for you. _ 


No. 6.—Supposed to be wrote the latter end of April 1767. 

SuRAJAH Dowla to Abuoulla. 

I have sent Monsieur Law 10,000 rupees, do you countenance and assist 
him at Rajahmaul, and when 1 write for him to come here, do you accompany 
Monsieur Law. Write the purport of whai 1 now inform you of to Mahomed 
Nazam. 


No. 7.— Monsieur Law to Monsieur Bugros, Chief of Sydabad. 

Je viens de recevoir une Lettre du Nabob, par laquelle it m’ordonne de 
retourner a Muxadabad, it v6ut, dit-il, se joindre ^ nous pour tomber sur les 
Anglois; j’ai re 9 ue aussi une Lettre du Sr’Changeai, qui me donne d*assez 
bonnes Nouvelles; je suis surpris que yous ue m’avez rien dcrit, car jene puis 
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ctoire, que vx>uz soyez tout k fait ignorant do ce qni se passe; J’envoye Mon< 
sieur de Sinfray au Nabob, avec lequel it est chargd d'entrer en Negotiation; il 
ordre de rester k noire Loge; comme it est Votre ancien, vous aurez la Bontd 
de le reconnoitre pour chef, et de lui obdir en cet qualitd; peat 6tre irai-’je bien 
t6t vous trouver. 

J’ai Thonneur d’dtre avecune 
parfaite consideration. 
Monsieur 

Dtr Camp dev ant Champngoee ; ) Votre trds humble et trfes Obdissant 

4 Jfai 1757. ) Serviteur, 

LAW. 


Journal of Military Proceedings. 

No. 6 .—ISth of June 1767 .—Orders were given out that the troops at 
Ghandernagore should hold themselves in readiness to march at a moment’s 
warning, and this evening the Military from Calcutta with Major Eilipatrick 
joined us. 

13th of June 1757 .—^The whole army consisting of 190 artillery, between 
800 and 900 military, and 2,200 seapoys with pieces of cannon and a howitzer 
marched from Ghandernagore early in the morning. The Europeans embarked 
in boats, the seapoys marched by laud, and this evening both reached Nia» 
sarray. 

14th —We left Niasarray, and about 8 at night, arrived at Culna. This mom> 
ing Mr. Watts and the gentlemen who had escaped from Cossimbazar met 
us. 

15th —At 5 o’clock we landed and marched about 6 miles to Mirzapore. 
Notwithstanding the shortness of this march, 16 men fell sick on the road by, 
the evenings being extremely sultry. 

16th —We proceeded to Tantesaul. 

17th —Were at Pattlee, we halted here to rest the army and sent Captain 
Coote with 200 Europeans, 600 seapoys and two Eield pieces to possess himself 
of Cutwan Town and Fort about 14 miles distant, and a post that might have 
proved extremely advantageous to us, not only from its situation, it lying just 
by the high road to Muxadabad, and a quantity of gram which we were in¬ 
formed was there, but also the asssistance w'hich the Fort would have afforded 
to our boats and the troops in case either of a retreat or their continuance 
there. 

19th —We proceeded to Cutwan and had an account from Captain Coote, 
while on our march, that he was in possession of both Town and Fort. We 
halted here 2 days, and on the 

S9nd —At 5 in the evening, crossed the Eiver, leaving a subaltern party 
and 100 seapoys in the Fort, and about 12 at night we arrived at Placis after a 
very long and fatiguing march. 

S3rd —At daybreak we discovered the Nabob’s army at the distance of 3 
miles in full march towards us, upon which the whole were ordered under arms, 
being in two battalions, the Europeans were told off in four grand divisions, 
the artillery distributed between them, and the seapoys on the right and left 
of the whole. 

Our situation was very advantageous, being in a grove surrounded with 
high mud banks; our right and front were entirely covered by the above 
mud banks; our left by Plascis house and the river, our rear by the grove 
and a large village. The enemy approached apace, covered a fine extensive 
plain in front of us as far as the eye could discern from right to left, End con¬ 
sisted, as we since learned, of 15,000 Horse and 36,000 foot with more than 40 
pieces of cannon from 32 to 9 pounders. They began to cannonade from their 
heavy artillery, which tho’ well pointed could do little execution; our people 
being lodged under the banks. We could not hope to succeed in an immediate 
attempt upon their cannon, as they were planted almost round and at a consider¬ 
able distance both from us and each other, we therefore remained quiet in ou|; 
post in hopes of a successful attack on their camp at night. 
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About 300 yards from the bank, under which we were posted, was a pool 
of water with high banks all round it, and was apparently a post of strength; 
this the enemy presently took possession of, and would have galled us much 
from thence but for our advantageous situation with some cannon managed 
by 60 Frenchmen. Their heavy mettle continued to play very briskly on the 
grove. 

As their army (exclusive of a few advanced parties) were drawn up at too 
great a distance for our short sizes to reach them, one held piece with a 
Howitzer was advanced 200 yards in front, and we could see they played with 
great success among those that were of the first rank, by which the whole army 
was dispirited and thrown into confusion. 

A large body of Horse stretching out on our right, and as by that move¬ 
ment we supposed they intended an attempt on the advanced Field piece and 
Howitzer, they were both ordered back. 

About 11 o'clock a very heavy shower of rain came on, and we imagined 
the Horse would now if ever have charged in hopes of breaking us, as they might 
have thought we could not then make use of our firelocks, but their ignorance 
of the brisk firing of our artillery prevented them from attempting it. At 12 a 
report being made that a party of Horse had attacked and taken our boats, the 
picquets of the night before were ordered out, but the account proving false, they 
were countermanded. The enemy’s fire now began to slacken, and soon after 
entirely ceased. In this situation we remained till 2 o’clock, when perceiving 
that most of the enemy were returned to their camp, we thought it a proper 
opportunity to seize one of the eminences, from which the enemy had much 
annoyed us in the morning. Accordingly the Grenadiers of the first Battalion 
with two Field pieces and a body of seapoys, supported by 4 Platoons and 2 Field 
pieces from the second Battalion, were ordered to take possession of it, which 
accordingly they did. This encouraged us to take possession of another advanc¬ 
ed post within 300 yards of the entrance to the enemy’s camp: all these motions 
brought the enemy out a second time, but in attempting to bring out their 
cannon they were so galled by our artillery, that they could not effect it, not¬ 
withstanding they made several attempts. Their horse and foot, however, 
advanced much nearer than in the morning, and by their motions made, as if 
they intended to charge us, two or three large bodies being within 150 yards, 
in this situation they stood for a considerable time a very brisk and severe 
cannonadement, which killed them, upwards of 400 men, among which were 
four or five principal officers, this loss put the enemy into great confusion and 
encouraged us to attack the entrance into their camp, and an adjacent emi¬ 
nence at the same time, which we effected with little or no loss, although the 
former was defended by the 50 French and a very large body of Black Infantry, 
and the latter by a large body of Horse and Foot intermixt together, during 
the heat of the action; the remainder of our forces were two or three times 
ordered to join us, and that order as often countermanded on account of the 
movement of a large body of Horse towards the grove, whom we had often fired 
upon to keep at a proper distance. These afterwards proved to be our friends 
commanded by Meer Japher. The entrance to the camp being gained, a 
general rout ensued, and the whole army continued the pursuit for upwards of 
six miles, which for want of Horse answered no other purpose than that of tak¬ 
ing all their artillery, consisting of 40 pieces of cannon and all their baggage. 

This night we lay at a small village called Pandrove. 

S4th—At five in the evening we marched to Berrua. 

Soth —^We reached Mandipore and remained there till the 

87th —When we marched one Battalion to the English and the other to the 
French Factory at Cossimbazar. 
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Translate of tbe Treaty executed by Jaffer Ally Khan. 

Wrote in his own hand— 

‘*1 swear by God and tbe Prophet of God to abide by the tenns of this Treaty while 

I have life. 



Treaty made with the Admiral and Colonel Clive, Sabut Jcng Bahadr, and other 
Counsellors and Mr. Drske and Mr. Watts. 

Mrst .—Whatever articles were agreed upon in the time of peace with the 
Nabob Seraja Dowla, Munsuralmemalee Shan Conh, Khan Bahadr, Hyhut 
Jung, I agree to and comply with. 

Second .—The enemies of the English are my enemies, whether they he 
Indians or Europeans. 

Third .—All the efiFects and factories belonging to the French in the Pro¬ 
vince of Bengal (paradise of Nations) and Bahar and Orissa, shall remain in 
the possession of the English, nor will I ever allow them to settle any more in 
the three provinces. 

Fourth .—In consideration of the losses which the English Company have 
sustained by the capture and plunder of Calcutta by the Nabob, and the charges 
occasioned by the maintenance of their Forces, 1 will give them one crore of 
rupees. 

Fifth .—For the effects plundered from the English inhabitants of Calcutta, 
I agree to give fifty lacks of rupees. 

Sixth .—For the effects plundered from the Jentoes, Mussulmen and other 
subjects of Calcutta, twenty lacks of rupees shall he given. 

Seventh ,—For the effects plundered from the Armenians, inhabitants of 
of Calcutta, I will give the sum of seven lacks of rupees, the distribution of the 
sums allotted the Natives, English inhabitants, Jentoes and Mussulmen, shall be 
left to the Admiral, Colonel Clive, Sabut Jung Bahadr and the rest of the Coun¬ 
cil, to be disposed of by them to whom they think proper. 

Eighth .—Within the ditch which surrounds the borders of Calcutta are 
tracts of land belonging to several Jemidars, besides this I will grant the Eng¬ 
lish Company six hundred yards without the ditch. 

Ninth .—All the land lying to the south of Calcutta, as far as Culpee, shall 
be under the zemindary of the English Company, and all the officers of those 
parts shall be under their jurisdiction. The revenues to he paid by them (the 
Company) in the same manner with other zemindars. 

Tenth .—Whenever I demand the English assistance, I will he at the charge 
of the maintenance of their troops. 

Eleventh .—^I will not erect any new fortifications below Hughley near the 
River Ganges. 

Tvoelveth .—As soon as I am established in the Government of the three 
provinces, the aforesaid sums shall be faithfully paid. 

Balei loth Ramzan in the fourth year 
of the Reign. 


0. T. 0, F.O.-NO. UO F. 




Extract from General Letter to England from Fort St. George, dated 15th 

November 1757. 


On the 16th of last month we had the inexpressible pleasure to receive 
the news from Bengal of the fortunate and surprizing revolution in the Govern¬ 
ment of that province, by which as the gentlemen there acquaint us, great 
advantages are already reaped, a prospect laid open of a large harvest in the 
increase of your trade and revenues. The particulars of this great charge 
will, we suppose, be communicated to Your Honours by the Select Committee, 
but we cannot pass over a subject so interesting to the Company without 
expressing something of the satisfaction We receive from that fortunate 
event. 


G. I. C. T. 0.—Mo. SOI F. SOD.—K. B. 




To the Honourable George Pigot Esq'' President and Governour &'* Council at 
Fort S* George. 

No. 7. 

Honourable Sir and Sirs,— 

We have received your favours of the 16*’' and 20*’' October Bosemcen 
urhicli Ship imported here the O*** of this month. We are sensible of the want 
your Honour are iu of Salt Petre, and the disappointment of your not receiv¬ 
ing the quantity consigned you on the Mermaid Sloop gave us great uneasiness; 
It was not in our Power afterwards to send you any, as the Arrival of a French 
Fleet on the Coast put a stop to our sending the Marlhr’‘' to your Presidency 
and deterred any Country Ships from making the September Trip to your 
Coast. We are now taking all opportunities to supply you very amply with 
that Material Article, To which end we have freighted on the Barling Snow 
four hundred bags (400) that Vessel being on her departure immediately. We 
have likewise Laden three thousand bags (3000) on the Brake a Ship. We have 
taken up to bring us Timbers from theNegrais, and 300 bags on a Small Vessel 
M" Percival purchased Aec* the Company, We shall send likewise by the Com¬ 
pany’s Ships Stationed to be filled up and dispatched from your Presidency 
a further quantity of three or four thousand hags. Intending in the whole to 
Lodge about Ten thousand bags (10000) at your Settlement. As the Coast 
and Bay Ships are not yet arrived and have not been heard of. We have Ordered 
Captain Braund to get the Boseawen in readiness to proceed to Europe from 
heuce, purposing to dispatch her with a compleat Lading in February if the 
Coast and Bay Ships do not arrive in time to be returned home this Season, In 
which case one of those Ships must be employed to China in lieu of the .Bos- 
cawen. The Warwick will be dispatched to your Presidency in January to be 
filled up for Europe unless the arrival of the Coast and Bay Ships obliges us 
to alter that appointment. She will have about 500 Bales and as much Salt 
Peter as she can take in with seventy Pipes of the Maderra Wine designed for 
your Coast. We have been Obliged to detain the other Eighty Pipes on And 
of the great demand there was for Wine for the OflBcers of the Navy and 
Army and for the consumption of the Inhabitants of this Place, who are greatly 
encreased. Should the Coast and Bay Ships arrive here any time next month, We 
shall comply with your Request for sending three of them to your Coast, and in 
that case We shall return the Boseawen likewise to the Coast to prosecute her 
Voyage to Canton. Tiie Marborough will leave the River in a few days with 
a full lading from hence for Europe. By this Vessell we forward a Packet 
under your Address received from Captain Nicholas Webb Commander of the 
Warwick, which wee were obliged to open for the necessary Papers. We have 
drawn the following Setts of Bills upon your Honour in favour of M' Daw¬ 
son Drake for Arcot Rupees 3,286-3-0 being for that amount received here of 
M’' Richard Court. One Sett in favour of Robert Orme Esq' for Arcot Rupees 
Twenty thousand (20000) being for that Value received here of Mess'® 
Manningham and Frankland. One sett in favour of Mess'® Peter Merriot and 
Andrew Ross for Arcot Rupees Twenty thousand {20,000) being for that value 
Value received here of Mess'® Manningham and Frankland. One Sett in favour 
of John Lewin Smith Esq' for Arcot Rupees Seven thousand eight hundred and 
forty two (7842) for that Value received here of Mess'® Manningliam and Frank¬ 
land. Enclosed we transmit your Honour Invoice and first Bill of Lading 
for the 400 bags of Petre laden on the Barling Snow amounting to Rupees 6,480. 

We are. 

Fort William Honourable Sir & Sirs 

The 21’* Becember 1757. Tour most obedient humble Servants 

ROGER DRAKE Jun'. 
CHARLES MANNINGHAM. 
RICH® BECHER. 

W“ FRANKLAND. 

M. COLLET. 

W“ MACKETT. 


824 F. D. 
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To tlie Hon'’ble George Pigot Esq' President and Governor &'* Council of Fort 
S‘ George. 

No. 70. 

Hcn’ble Sib and Sies,— 

We wrote you under Date the 14‘'‘ and 20“* August by the Mer¬ 
maid Sloop and have now to request that you will please to furnish this 
Presidency with Red Wood as usual for the Homeward bound Sihps to be dis¬ 
patched from hence. 

In case your Honour find any difficulty in selling the ordinary Broad 
Cloth and Perpetuanees consigned you by Our Hon’ble Masters We shall be 
able to assist you in the Disposal of those Articles at this Settlement where 
they are in Demand. 

Captain Gaupp has frequently apply’^ to us for the Payment of his Off 
Reckonings from the June 1756 since Avhich time he says he has received any 
thing on that Account, But as his Company belong’’* to your Establishment and 
We could not tell what Accounts he might have to settle with your Paymaster 
We have referr’^ him to your Honour to be paid what may appear due to 
him on adjusting his Accounts. 

Captain Moncheanin who came out on the JSardwick upon your Establish¬ 
ment has been advanc’^ his Pay for July, August and September at this Place 
by his particular Request. 

We are 

Poet William Hon’ble Sie & Siks 

The 12*^ September 1758. Your most obedient Servants 

ROBERT CLIVE. 

WYATTS. 

FRAN® FORDE. 

C. MANNINGHAM. 

RICH® BECHER. 

PAUL RICHARD PEARKES. 

M. COLLET. 

W** MACKETT. 

THO® BODDAM. 


Exd.—J. N. D. 


GoTerBUeQl of India Central Printing Office.—Ao. 824 F. 1>.—21«6-02.<»6(X>. 



Bengal Public Consultations) 1758. 


Fort ‘William, 3rd January 1768. 

At a Consultation, peesbnt: 

The Hon*ble Booeb Deane, Esq., President. 

Messes. C. Manninoham. 

W. H. Eeankland. 

- Matthew Collett. 

William Mackett. 

Thomas Boddam. 

Mr. Richard Bechrr indisposed. 

The Committee of Works send in a letter to the Board informing us of the 
difficulty they find in getting labourers and artificers for the fortification, and 
desiring the Board will take some method to get them people to carry on the 
works. 

Ordered, their letter he entered, and that they advertise no artificers shall 
be employed by the private inhabitants after the first day of February. As to 
labourers, the Board imagine with proper encouragement a sufficient number 
may be procured after the harvest of paddy is over. 


At a Consultation, peesent; 

The Hon’ble Rogee Drake, Esq., President. 

Messrs. C. Manningham.| 

W. H. Feankland. 

Matthew Collett. 

William Mackett. 

Thomas Boddam. 

Mu. Richard Becher indisposed. 

The Zemindar acquaints the Board that Sulaman Beg, the Phowsdar’s Naib 
at Hugley, has placed four Sonteburdars at the Company’s old Factory at Gole- 
gaut in Hugley and likewise threatened to cut down the English colours there, 
and has planted a pair of Moors’ colours close by the English on the Company’s 
ground, and his people have been and drove away some coolies that were clean¬ 
ing a spot of ground there in order to settle a market. Mr. Collett thinks the 
Company have an undoubted right to settle any market or buzzar in their own 
ground; he therefore hopes some method will be taken to reprove the insolence 
of Sulaman Beg. 

Agreed,'the President do write to Sulaman Beg and infoifm him of this 
complaint, which we think a piece of insolence. At the same time Mr. Collett 
is desired to desist for the present from his intention of settling a gunge or 
market on that spot as it may give umbrage to the Durbar. 

The Select Committee lay before the Board copy of the Nabob’s Sunnud 
for the lands to the southward of Calcutta to be held by the Company and 
their successors. 

Ordered it to be translated and entered. 

Sontaburdarh properly Sonteburdur Hr. A mace or staff bearer—a servant carrying a short thick stick usually coated 
with silver, attending on persons of rank.— Wilson's Glossary of Indian Terms* 

652 F. J>. 
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To—The Hon'ble Roobr Drake, Esq., President and Governor, &c., Council at Port 
William. 

Hon’blb Sir and Sirs, —Finding that a great number of coolies are em¬ 
ployed by the inhabitants of this place at an advanced price, which prevents the 
works being carried on without some method for procuring coolies to the works, 
and to prevent the inhabitants from giving them a greater price than what is 
allowed by the Company. 

We are with respect, 

Hon’blb Sir and Sirs, 

Your most humble servants, 

WILLIAM FRANKLAND. 
WILLIAM MAOKEIT. 

JOHN BROHIER. 

Translate of a Sunnud under the seal of Jafpier Ally Cawk. 

To all Governments, Mutsaddies, present or future, all Naibs, Phowsdars- 
Zemindars, Ghowdarees, Ganoongoes, &c„ servants of the Government in the pro¬ 
vinces of Bengal, Behar and Orissa,—Know that by the royal phirmaund and 
hushulhookums, the English Company are pardoned (maaf) exempt from all 
duties. Therefore I write whatever goods the Company’s gomastahs may 
bring or carry to or from their Factories, you shall neither ask nor receive any 
sum, however trifling, for the same; know they have full power to buy and sell; 
you are by no means to oppose it. You are not to require from the Company’s 
gomastahs, the Settee Mangan or any other of the zemindars* impositions. 
The Company’s gomastahs shall buy and sell the Company’s goods without the 
intervention of Delols; unless the gomastahs are satisfied to employ cuem. 
You are to assist them on all occasions wherever they buy or sell. Whoever 
acts contrary to these ordem, the English have full power to punish. If any 
of the Company’s goods are stolen, you are to recover the very effects stolen, 
or make good their account. Any merchants or others on whom the Company 
have any lawful demands, you are to see that the same be paid to their gomas¬ 
tahs; take care that no one wrong or oppress the Company’s gomastahs. You 
are not to require or stop the Company’s boats on pretence of the katbarry or 
other duties on boats, whether they be the Company’s owm boats or boats 
hired by their gomastahs. You are to give credit to all the copies of al 1 the 
sunnuds to the Company under the Kazie’s seal without requiring the original. 
Any of the Company’s debtors running from them, you are not to give them 
protection or plead for them, but are to deliver them up to the Company’s 
gomastahs. The Phousdary Khurcha, &c., impositions of the Phousdars which are 
forbid by the King, you shall not demand of the English, their gomastahs or 
inhabitants. Whenever the English Company desire to settle a new Factory 
besides those they are already possessed of in the provinces of Bengal, Behar 
and Orixa, you are to give them 40 begas of the King’s land. If any of the 
English ships are driven by bad weather or wrecked in any of the ports or other 
places, you are to assist them all in your power, and see that the goods are 
restored to the Company, and you are not to require the Khurcha, <&«., which 
the King has forbid. 

A mint is established in Calcutta, coin siccas and gold mohurs of equal 
weight and fineness with the siccas and gold mohurs of Muxadabad, they shall 
pass in the King’s treasury. 

All that I have wrote above must be done; do as I have wrote, nor ask a 
new sunnud every year. The 27th of the moon Showal and 4th of the King’s 
reign, being the 16th of the month of July 1757. 
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Fort William, 6th January 1768. 

To—The Hok’ble Rogee Drake, Esq., President and Governor of Fort William, &c. 
Council. 

Hon'blb Sib and Sirs, —I am extremely sorry I should he troublesome 
to you on this occasion, but the inconveniences I am exposed to only can find 
redress from you, which I hope will apologize for this remonstrance. 

No sooner Your Honour, &c., pleasure were published by placard that all 
those who stood possessed in Company’s bonds were to bring them in for pay¬ 
ment, and at the close of September interest would then cease and the risk to 
commence on such proprietors whose bonds were not cancelled by that period. 

Soon after another publication was issued by Your Honour, &c., intimat¬ 
ing to such of the inhabitants who were desirous of making remittances to 
Europe this season by bills on the Company, should send in accounts to Mr, 
Court, Sub-Accountant (by the 24th of October, otherwise would be secluded) 
of the sums they should want for themselves and constituents, in consequence 
of which order I delivered the said Mr. Court an estimate of the sum I wanted 
for myself and constituents and were as follows:—In Company’s bonds 
Es. 1,19,643-8-3, and in cash Es. 60,000 both amounting to Es. 1,79,643-8-3; 
as this effectually answered the purport of my going home, my attention being 
entirely fixed on the latter prescript, therefore thinking it needless at such a 
time to receive ready money for my bonds when I must reimburse the same 
again for bills. 

But Your Honour, &c., thought it proper to restrict your renuttance, and 
to grant bills only to coral proprietors and to those at home who has a small 
part of their fortunes here in Company bonds; I must therefore beg leave to 
represent to Your Honour, &c., that such singular distinctions may be attended 
with bad consequence not only to individuals but to the Company also, and 
give me leave to say the Company are mutually obligated to support and 
secure the property of every British subject so residing in their settlements by 
permission, which is most plainly explained and set forth in the counterpart of 
such indentures executed by the Company, and of course confirms every one so 
privileged to all manner of rights, liberties and immunities and are in every 
degree on the same footing with those in the other country without exceptions 
or pre-eminence whatsoever. 

So soon as I was acquainted made with the singular manner of granting 
bills this season on the Company, and that I could by no means expect any 
benefit therefrom, I immediately applied to the President for payment of the 
aforementioned bonds, and orders were given to the sub-treasurer for that pur¬ 
pose, at the same time I was told the Company had no other species of rupees 
to pay with but Calcutta siccas, which I absolutely refused acceptance, well 
knowing I should have my fortune (and that of others under my charge) daily 
exposed to the imposition of being curtailed and diminished from 5, 8 to 10 per 
cent, at the pleasure of Juggat Seat, the head shroff of this province, who, 
it is well known, has the sole management and direction of the current money 
of the country, and can always make it fluctuate in such manner as he sees 
fitting and convenient for his purpose, therefore I do hereby signify to Your 
Honour, «fec., that whatever losses, damage I may sustain by not receiving the 
amount of the aforementioned Company’s bonds in a proper specie of rupees in 
the same identical manner as the said sums were lent to the Company by virtue 
hereof, do in behalf of myself and constituents protest against the united 
Company of merchants of England trading to the East Indies, and against you 
gentlemen jointly and separately as agents to the said Company, to say, Eoger 
Drake, Jr. Esquire, President, and William Watts, Charles Manningham, 
Eichard Becher, William Frankland, Matthew Collett, William Macket, 
Peter Amyatt, and Thomas Boddam, Esqs., all of Council, for all losses, 
either by interest, batta or otberwiBe that may accrue to or be sustained by 
myself and constituents touching the premisse. In witness whereof I have 



4 

hereunto set my hand and seal in Calcutta this sixth day of January 1758, and 
am with due respect, 

Hon’ble Sir and Sirs, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

CHAELES DOUGLAS. 



Fort William, 16th January 1758. 

At a Consultation, peesent: 

The Hon’blb Eogee Drake, Esq., President, 

Messes. C. Manningham. 

Kichaed Beohee. 

William Frankland. 

Mathew Collett. 

Thomas Boddam. 

Mr. "William Mackett, down the river. 

Received a letter from Paul Richard Pearkes, Esq., &c.. Council at Patna, 
dated the 3rd instant, complaining of a most extraordinary and unparalleled 
piece of insolence committed by Coja Assof’s people on Mr. Pearkes as he was 
going to weigh off the 10,000 maunds of the contract Petre mentioned in his 
last. 


At a Consultation, peesent: 

The Hon’blb Roger Drake, Esq., President, 

Messes. C. Manningham. 

Richard Bechbr. 

William Frankland. 

Mathew Collet. 

Thomas Boddam. 

Me, William Mackett, down the river. 

Ordered, a copy of the Patna letter to be transcribed and sent Colonel 
Clive; and 

Agreed, we write him to demand satisfaction for so unparalleled an outrage 
as that complained of, without which it would be impossible for the Company’s 
servants to do their duty wdth security. 

Captain David Rannie sends in a letter to the Board concerning a parcel 
of Tuttanag plundered by some of the black inhabitants of Calcutta during 
our expulsion. 

Ordered, his letter be entered. 

Having considered of Mr. Douglas his letter and protest delivered on the 
12 th instant, and esteeming his conduct as very unbecoming a person who 
resides under the Company’s protection. 

Ordered, the Secretary to inform him that we shall represent his behaviour 
to our employers in that light. And that the amount of his interest notes 
lays ready in the Treasury, where he may receive it in Calcutta siccas coined 
in the Mint established by the Nabob’s authority and proclaimed by him to 
pass as current in his Subahship as the siccas coined at Muxadavad. 
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Fort William, 12th January 1758. 

Honble Sir and Sirs, —When we had the misfortune for to lose Calcutta, 
I had above five thousand maunds Tuttana", and as great part of this (as well 
as many other goods) was carried into the Dutch districts at Chinsura, I beg 
Your Honour, &c., will demand immediately restitution of any effects that 
was carried there belonging to me, particularly of one parcel of Tuttanag 
carried there by Hujeramaul and left in the hands of Budjinot inhabitant 
there, for which he has not paid one rupee as his son declared in my presence 
before the Dutch Fiscal. 

Another parcel of Tuttanag carried there by one Preteram Podar or his 
Agents and buried in the ground by him or them in the compound or yard of 
anotiier inhabitant when he and his family were absent, as he also declared to 
the Fiscal before me. 

Another parcel of Tuttanag of a thousand maunds received from Manick- 
chand in Calcutta by an inhabitant of Chinsura, named Cullaransing as he con¬ 
fessed to the Fiscal before me. 

As to secure or to recover when lost the liberty or property of the subject 
ought to claim the first place in the attention of all good Government, I hope 
that as I have been an ancient inhabitant and sufferer. Your Honour, &c., will 
comply with my request. First, because with regard to the Dutch it is con¬ 
firmable to the twenty-first articles of the Treaty concluded between England 
and Holland at Breda in July 1667, which directs that any English goods taken 
from them by an enemy and brought into their districts is immediately be re¬ 
stored. Next, with regard to the Nabob, it is exactly agreeable to our treaties 
with both the late and present Nawab, for the late Nabob obliged himself to 
restore whatever he had possessed himself of belonging to the English, leav¬ 
ing us to find what had been plundered, when we would as every gentlemen did 
as well as the Company’s servants for their Hon’ble Masters; now the present 
Nabob (according to the Treaty recorded in the Mayor’s Court) agrees and 
admits of the same (besides the fifty lacs of rupees which he promises in the 
fifth article of the same Treaty), so that by both the European and India 
Treaties, I conceive my demand to be just and reasonable, for the two parcels 
first mentioned I aver to be stole, and the 1,000 maunds was either stole or 
sold upon the late Nabob’s account; in either case the person who received it 
should restore it or the amount, for he received it contrary to the sentiments and 
positive orders of the Dutch Governor and Council, three times declared by 
proclamation upon hearing of the capture of Calcutta. 

I am, 

Hon’blb Sir and Sirs, 

Your most obedient humble servant. 


DAVID RANNIE. 

Calcutta, 

The 12th January 1758. j 
To 

The Hon’blb Roger Drake, Esq., &c.. Council. 


Fort TVilliam, 26th January 1758. 

At a Consultation, present : 

♦ 

The Hon’ble Roger Drake, Esq., President. 

Messrs. C. Manningham. 

Richard Becher. 

Matthew Collett. 

Thomas Boddam. 

Mr. W1LUA.M FR&NKLA.ND, absent on the survey of the new grants. 

Mr. Wiluam Mackett, down the rivert 

Admiral Pocock sends in a letter to the Board advising of his intention 
to go down on Sunday and sail a few days after to the coast, and desiring we 
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would order the Commanders of such Compjiny’s ships as are sent to the coast 
to take on board what naval stores William Mackett, Esq., may send for the 
use of bis Majesty’s squadron. 

Ordered Mr. Pocock’s letter be entered; and 

Agreed, we reply to it and assure him of our warmest wishes for his suc¬ 
cess ; that we point out the danger this settlement will be exposed to after the 
departure of the squadron, and how it may be possible for a French fleet to 
proceed to the Bay without his being apprized of it in time to save the settle¬ 
ment ; that we recommend the Company’s possessions in Bengal to his atten¬ 
tion and protection. That we shall direct the Commanders of the Company’s 
ships bound to the coast to take such naval stores as may be sent on board for 
the use of the squadron, and that we request he will direct the Commanders of 
the Tyger and Queenborough to carry the treasure in freight to Fort St. George 
received by the ships Grantham and Elizabeth. 


At a Consultation, present : 

The Hon’blb Roger Drake, Esq., President. 

Messrs. C. Manningham. 

Richard Becheb. 

Matthew Collet. 

Thomas Boddam. 

Mb. "William Frankland, absent on the survey of the new grants. 

Mb. "William Mackett, down the river. 

As Mr. Douglas has protested against the Board for non-payment of his 
bonds, and persists in refusing to take the amount in Calcutta siccas, and as 
we are informed the securest method to throw the risk upon him will be to make 
a legal tender of his money to him by the hands of a Notary Public with orders 
to protest against him if he refuse to receive it— 

Ordered the Committee of Treasury to send him the amount of the prin¬ 
cipal and interest of his notes by the hands of Mr. Edward Ridge, Notary Pub¬ 
lic, in Calcutta siccas, and that Mr. Ridge be directed to protest against him on 
behalf of the Company in case he refuses to accept that specie. 

Mr. Becher being informed that several large cannon taken at Chanderna- 
gore are now lading on board merchants’ ships in order to be sold at foreign 
ports, begs leave to give it as his opinion that they ought not on any considera¬ 
tion be suffered to be exported for the following reasons: He apprehends the 
guns may be wanted here as our works go on very fast, and he is informed there 
are not near guns sufficient in the place, and as to those indented for from Eu¬ 
rope, they cannot reasonably be expected in less than eighteen months. He is 
sensible Mr. Brohier has declared them unfit for his use, but he understands that 
to proceed from the bores not being such as Mr. Broheir would choose, and not 
from the guns being honey-combed and unfit for service. If Mr. Becher is 
not misinformed. Captain Barker inspected the Chandernagore guns and reported 
them all fit for service except one. He cannot help thinking it preposterous in 
war time, and when we have the greatest reason to be apprehensive of an attack 
on some of the Company’s settlements from the French, to suffer cannon to be 
exported on merchant’s vessels liable to be taken even by small privateers, by 
which the enemy will be assisted with battering cannon to carry tbeir schemes 
against us in execution. Even supposing the vessels to escape the French, he 
apprehends ill consequences may in time ensue from supplying the Moorattas 
and other inhabitants of the Malabar Coast, Sc'ndy, & 3 ., with such cannon as 
they may some time or other become our enemies and make use of these guns 
against us. For these reasons Mr, Becher most strenuously urges the Board to 
order what guns have been already embarked to be immediately landed, and on 
no consideration to suffer any to be exported at least till they have been per¬ 
fectly inspected and reported honey-combed and entirely unfit for service. 
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The Board being very sensible of the impropriety and ill consequences of 
permitting large and serviceable cannon being exported— 

Ordered the Secretary to write Captains Durand and Watson to land the 
cannon they have laden on any vessels outward bound, and on no account to 
export any cannon or military stores without our permission. 


Fort William, 2nd February 1758. 

At a Consultation, present : 

The Hon’ble Roger Drake, Esq., President. 

Messrs. C. Manningham. 

Richard Becher. 

Matthew Collet. 

Thomas Boddam. 

Mr. Wilmaji Franklaxd, absent on the survey of our new grants. 

Mr. William Maokett, down the river. 

The Zemindar acquaints the Board that he has sent often to Mr. Court for 
the dussattanah on the Farnishe bought at outcry, but has been put off from 
time to time under pretence of some hardships. He thinks he suffers in regard to 
those farms which Mr. Collett is of opinion is without any foundation, he 
therefore desires Mr. Court may be sent for, and that the Board will hear him 
and determine thereon, as besides the dussattanah one month’s collection is now 
due for the abovementioned farms. 

The Secretary presents a letter from Mr. Richard Court, giving liis 
reasons for not complying with Mr. Collet’s demand, and stating the hardships 
of his case to the Board from whom he desires relief. 

Ordered, his letter be entered, and as we'think Mr. Court has some reason 
on his side, the setting up a buzzar close to his without previous notice at the 
sales being a hardship. 

Agreed, 3Ir. Court be permitted to relinquish his purchase, and that they 
be kept in the Company’s hands for the remainder of the year, Mr. Court 
making good the collection due for the month he has been in possession, and to 
prevent all disputes of this kind for the future. 

Resolved, that no Europeans be suffered to purchase any of the Hon’ble 
Company’s farms. 


Fort William, 26th February 1758. 

At a Consultation, present : 

The Hon’blb Roger Drake, Esq., President. 

Messrs. C. Manningham. 

Richard Becher. 

Paul Richard Pearkes. 

Matthew Collet. 

William Mackett. 

Ms. Fransland, absent on the survey o£ the lands. 

Ms. Boddav, at Hughley on business. 

The Consultation of the 23rd instant being wrote fair was now read, approved and signed. 

The Select Committee lay before the Board a letter wrote them by Colonel 
Forde since his arrival in Calcutta; at the same time they acquaint the Board 
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that in November last they wrote to the Colonel to come to the Bay and take 
the charge of oar garrison as Major of this settlement. 

Bead Colonel Borders letter. 

Ordered it be entered. 

The Board then took into consideration Colonel Eorde’s letter. Proposal 
of receiving the sum of £5,000 in hand with the pay, emolument and honours 
as our Major in case he remained here, when— 

Messrs. Manningham and Pearkes were of opinion that as Colonel’ Forde 
had been applied to by the Select Committee and take the charge of ouj 
garrison; that as he must give up His Majesty’s service in case he remains in. 
India in the Company’s employ, and by that means relinquish the expecta¬ 
tions he might have in Europe, and that as we are greatly in want of an 
officer of abilities to succeed Colonel Clive in case he returns to the coast, 
which at this juncture may be of infinite service to the Company’s affairs, they 
think therefore for the above reasons that Colonel Forde’s terms ought to be 
complied with, and are further of opinion that his demand is not unreasonable, 
and but a small equivalent for the expectations he must give up by engaging 
in the Company’s service. 

The President, Messrs. Becher, Collet and Mackett are of opinion that 
though Colonel Forde’s demand of £5,000 in hand is not an equivalent for the 
disadvantages, his engaging in the Company’s service would be attended with in 
respect to his fortune and advancement in his Majesty’s employ, yet it would 
be quite unprecedented in the Company’s affairs to comply with those terms. 
They are, therefore, of opinion Colonel Forde should be informed, the Board can¬ 
not assent to his proposal for being paid the sum of £5,000 in hand, but that 
he may depend on the pay, emoluments and honours of our Major in case he 
remains here as such. 

Agreed, therefore, we do reply to Colonel Forde’s letter conformable to the 
opinion of the majority of the Board. 

ROGER DRAKE, Jr. 

RICHARD BECHER. 
WILLIAM MACKETT. 

Fort William, the 23rd February 1758. 

To—The Hox’ble Roger Dbaxe, Esq., President, &c., and the other Gentlemen of 
the Select Committee at Fort William. 

Gentlemen, —In compliance with the favour of your request signified to 
me by your letter of the 14th of November 1767, the triplicate and quadruplicate 
whereof I received, I took the first opportunity of proceeding from the coast 
for the Bay. 

I have much at heart—no man more—the interest of the East India Com¬ 
pany, and shall be extremely happy, if I can be instrumental in promoting the 
public service in these parts, however, as I risk incurring His Majesty’s dis¬ 
pleasure by remaining here and must quit the commission I at present hold in 
his service with all my future prospects which are pretty considerable, I cannot 
in justice to my family embrace your polite offer without something certain by 
way of compensation for the risk. I own I flatter myself gentlemen, that you 
yourselves will think me very moderate in fixing that compensation at five 
thousand pounds in hand, exclusive of the pay, emoluments and honours 
annexed to the commission as your Major. 

I communicated the letter with which you favoured me to the gentlemen 
of the Select Committee at Fort St. George, and herewith enclose to you the 
answer I received from them on that occasion. 

I have the honour to be. 
Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 
FRANCIS FORDE. 


Calcutta, 

The 23rd Fehrmry 1768. 
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Fort William, the 28th February 1768. 

At a Consultation, pbesent : 

The Hon’ble Koger Drake, Esq., President. 

Messrs. C. Manningham. 

Bichard Becher. 

Paul Richard Pearkes. 

Matthew Collet. 

William Mackett. 

Thomas Boddam. 

Mb. Fbankland, absent on the survey of the lands. 

Mr. Boddam being returned from Hugbley desires leave to mention upon 
the face of this Consultation that his sentiments upon the subject of last 
Council day concur entirely with those of Messrs. Manningham and Pearkes, 
and that for the reasons given by those gentlemen he is for acquiescing with 
Colonel Forde’s terms in the manner set forth in his own letter. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Forde sent in a letter to the Board, requesting hills 
on the Company for 130,000 current rupees, which he has in his hands belong¬ 
ing to the Government. 

Ordered, his letter he entered and that hills he given him for that sum. 


Fort William, 21st February 1758. 

To—The Hon’ble Eogee Drake, Esq., President and Governor, &c., Council 
of Fort William. 

Hon’ble Sir and Sirs, —Having received last night a letter from Mr. 
Secretary Cooke, transmitting me a report from the Master Attendant and 
pilots giving their opinion of the methods, think the most eligible to he pursued 
for preventing an enemy for coming up the river and requesting mine on the 
same subject. 

In obedience to your commands, I beg leave to acquaint you that I con¬ 
ceive the measure necessary to be taken contained in that report are extremely 
good, and differ only in opinion with those gentlemen in the place they pro¬ 
pose to sink the ships should an enemy have entered the river, and my reasons 
for it are— 

That it is probable the enemy will be acquainted of the preparations made 
to impede their passage up, and will, in consequence, anchor below the chain 
we may have formed, out of the reach of the guns of our citadel. 

That if it is possible to bar the river below at Calpee or at any other 
narrow pass, it will prevent the ships from coming up higher and obh’ge them 
to send up their artillery and stores by boats which with proper armed vessels 
may be intercepted, and if this is found impracticable the transport of their 
artillery and ammunition in this manner will greatly retard their military 
preparation for a siege, whereas were they not prevented, th^ might come up 
as far as Tannas Reach, land their troops, seamen, cannon and ammunition at 
or near Surman’s Gardens, and easily supply their camp with all kind of am¬ 
munition or refreshments from their ships, which advantages would be partly 
lost to them if the ships were obliged to remain down the river, and they would 
not then be able to spare so many seamen out of them as they would do in 
Tannas Reach. 

As the forwardness the works are is owing to the number of people I have 
been supplied with, I must beg leave to mention that 6,000 men have deserted 
us on account of the loss they sustain in the bazar by the batta there is on the 
Sanat rupees, and that many of them expected three rupees per month. As the 
present circumstance of affairs require, 1 should get up the citadel with all 
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possible expedition, I conceive that if we raise the pay to three Sanat rupees 
per month, we shall have any number of people we want, as several gentlemen 
offer to come as overseers on the works, I shall be able to employ double 
the number we have at present in forming the covered way and glacis level¬ 
ling the ground before the works for our Esplanade, at the same time that the 
works of the body of the place are carrying on, so that on the finishing of our 
parapets, the place may be in a defensible condition. As this is a matter of the 
utmost consequence to our security, I hope the Board will not think this 
augmentation of pay unreasonably made, as it will be but for a ver little time, 
and that the want of it may be attended with very fatal consequences to the 
Company’s welfare. 

Submitting the whole to your superior judgment. 

I am most respectfully, 

Hon’blg Sir and Sirs, 

Ca-LCUTTA, a Your most obedient and humble servant, 

21st February 1758. ) JOHN BHOHIEE. 

P.S .—As notwithstanding the supply of shott come out this year from 
Europe, we shall be still in great want of 24 and 18-pounders, must therefore 
beg leave to mention that if the Board will be pleased to write to Bombay, I 
conceive we may be supplied from thence with 5,000 shott of each sort. 


Fort William, 25th February 1758. 


To—The Hon’ble Bogkr Drake, Esq., President, &c.. Council of Fort 'Yilliani. 


Gentlemen, —As the Europe ship is so shortly to be despatched, I have 
no time to lose in demanding the favour of you to receive into your cash the 
money remaining in my hands on account of the Government, amounting to 
about one hundred and twenty thousand Arcot rupees and to give me bills for 
the same. 


Yourselves, gentlemen, must be sensible that I cannot answer leaving 
behind me any of the public money, and as the Government has upon every 
occasion shown the utmost readiness to assist you, I have no doubt that you 
will with great readiness comply with the request, I have now the honour to 
make you in the name of the King, my master. 

I am. 


Calcutta, 

S5th February 1758 


.] 


Gentlemen, 

Ycur most obedient humble servant, 
FRANCIS FORDE. 


Fort William, 6tb March 1758. 

At a Consultation, present: 

The Hon’blb Roger Brahe, Esq., President. 

Messrs. C. Manningham. 

Richard Becher. 

Paul Richard Pearhbs. 

Matthew Collet. 

William Mackbtt. 

Mr. Wiluah Frarkiahd, absent on the survey of the lands. 

Mr. Thouas Boddam, down the river on the dispatch of the Elizaheth. 

Received a letter from the Hon’ble Adrian Bisdom, Esq., Director of 
Hughley, in reply to what Messrs. Boddam and Wedderbum had by our orders 
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proposed to him, informing us that upon consulting his Secret Committee they 
were of opinion they could not concur on the measures proposed to them con¬ 
sistently with the strict neutrality their sovereigns in Europe had determined to 
keep in the present war between Great Britain and Erance. 


At a Consultation, thesknt : 

The Hon’blb Bogek. Deake, 'E&q, ^ President. 

Messrs. C. Manningham. 

Richaed Beoher. 

Paul Richard Pearkbs. 

MAri'HEW Collet. 

WilliAA i Mackett. 

Mr. WrtUAM Frankland, absent on the survey of the lands. 

Mr. Thomas Boddam, down the river on the dispatch of the Elizaleth . 

Captain Gaupp sends in a letter to the Board, complaining of some hard¬ 
ship he has suffered and requesting us to redress them. 

Ordered his letter be entered. 

The Attorneys of Colonel Clive having agreed to pay one moiety of the. 
sum demanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Forde for engaging in the Company’s 
service, and the President and Mr. Becber having (in consequence thereof) 
concurred with the other members for acquiescing to the Colonel’s demand, he 
has accepted of the station of Major of this settlement upon condition that bills 
of exchange be given on the Company for the sum of £5,000 as agreed on. 

Ordered, the Accountant therefore to draw up bills for that sum, and as it 
is customary for the Major to have a seat at the Board— 

Agreed, Lieutenant-Colonel Forde have a seat at the Board as third of 
Council on the spot; and 

Ordered the Secretary to inform him thereof. 


At a Consultation, present : 

The Hon’ble Roger Drake, Esq., President. 

Messrs. C. Manningham. 

Richard Becher. 

Paul Richard Pearkes. 

Matthew Collet. 

William Mackett. 

Me. W tt.t.tait Feaneland, absent on the survey of the lands. 

Mr. Thomas Boddam, down the river on the dispatch of the Elizaleil . 

The military making great complaints of the loss they sustained in the 
difference of batta by bdng paid in sicca rupees which the Paymaster has been 
obl^ed to give them for two or three months past, there being no possibility of 
getting Arcot or Madras rupees in exchange for siccas. 

Agreed, therefore, that in future they be paid Sonnat rupees in lieu of 
Madras rupees, as the Company wiU by that means be but trifling sufferers and 
the military be contented. 

Conformable to our resolution before the dispatch of the Tlisaheth, the 
Board now took into consideration the coUection of the Chappa Mall duty and 
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the Zemindary duty in the great bazzar, when it was resolved that the Chappa 
Mall duty should be collected at a settled rate of 2 per cent, on all piece-goods 
not imported into the settlement by a dustuck, and that as m^y piece-goods 
so imported are frequently exported again by shipping to foreign ports and a 
consulage of 2 per cent, collected on their exportation, which double duty the 
Board esteeming a hard.ship. 

It is therefore likewise ordered that the consulage in future shall not be 
collected or demanded for such goods as have paid the Chappa Mall duty, and 
that a duty of 1 per cent, be collected in the great bazzar from Europeans on 
all goods imported there which have not paid the Company any former duty 
and which are not the produce of the country but that natives and Armenians 
do pay the farmer of the great bazzar the 2 per cent, as usual, and all goods 
being the produce of the country and not imported by a dustuck to pay the 
usual import and export duty to the great bazzar. 


To— The Hon’ble Roger Drake, Esq., President and Governor of Bengal, and 
the Gentlemen of the Council. 

Hon’ble Sir and Sirs, —I humbly beg leave to lay before Your Honours 
that my contract to serve the Hon’ble Company for seven years is now drawing 
to an end, during which time I have always endeavoured with the utmost of 
my power to discharge my duty to the satisfaction of my superiors in what¬ 
ever station they have been pleased to employ me, as I have been used to do 
in my former service, of which I can produce certificates from King, Great 
Princes and Generals; when I entered your service, I resigned an actual post, 
declined valuable expectations from high hands, and lost my half-pay from others, 
on account of such promises and encouragements as have afterwards proved 
fictitious, and which I should no more call to mind, if those ax'ticles the Honour¬ 
able Directors have granted in writing and in a public manner by their capitu¬ 
lation in the month of August 1751, had been more religiously fulfilled in 
India. 

The only prospect of any apparent benefit consisted in the gi’ant of one 
hundred and forty men per Company. Mr. Higginson, then Commissary and 
Interpreter, explained the capitulation in this manner, and upon several questions 
assured that the discount off-reckonings would be paid on this footing. It 
is on these terms, on these assurances, that the officers willingly consented to 
sign a contract presented by Mr. Higginson with the approbation of the 
Hon’ble Directors, by which they bound themselves in case of succession to 
bear pro-ratio the expenses in this respect the Captains have been at in raising 
their companies (which I have soon after paid very dear for). The officers bore 
patiently that hardship of seeing those that served before under them as volun¬ 
taries to rise over them while they remained so many years in the same station, 
because according to the capitulation they were only to rise in respect of their 
Companies; and for its contracts expected one time or other an equivalent bene¬ 
fit for which I have often applied, but it was never taken into consideration; at 
last I got never an answer, and as we laboured for many years under other 
difficulties which the Hon’bles at Madras proposed to remove by putting us 
on the English footing, I readily accepted it for the sake of my officers in pre¬ 
judice to my private interest, and was promised, in October 1755, that it should 
be put into execution by a public order, but it was, for what reason I don’t 
know, omitted. However, the Hon’ble Directors in their generel letter of 
December 1756, which they sent to Fort St. George by the ships Caernavon, 
Stormont, Soffolk and Oodolphin, and which arrived in June or July 1766, 
manifested their intention in the following manner. Our intention say they 
therefore is that the said four Swiss Companies officers as well as soldiers be 
in all respects whatsoever put upon the same footing as the English, except 
only in regard to the number of each Company which is.limited to one hundred 
and forty and must continue on the same footing agreeable to their capitula¬ 
tion, during the term thereby limited. 

We might indeed have expected after a motion of that nature had already 
been brought on the carpet so lately before by our superiors on the coast of 
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their own accord, that they would on receipt of express orders so corresponding 
with their own sentiments the sooner put them in execution. But after wait¬ 
ing four months in vain for their resolution we vrere obliged to trouble them 
with several letters in October 1756, declaring that we had received from Lon¬ 
don an extract of the general letter concerning us, that we accepted with sub¬ 
mission, and in aU points the regulations which the Hon*ble Directors had 
been pleased to make in regard of our Companies, and begged they would put 
into execution, and give their orders accordingly to prevent all future diflBcul- 
ties, the more as I was ordered with my Company for the expedition to Bengal, 
whereupon there was something given out in the public orders concerning the 
Swiss Companies, but by no means to the purpose, nor conformably to the con¬ 
tents of the Hon’ble Director’s General letter, and after several other fruitless 
applications made by us for a positive answer all remained silent and our situa¬ 
tion under a greater uncertainty than before. 

Duty called me soon after to this part of the world, and though I must 
confess that the strongest verbal assurances were made to me and my officers that 
justice should be done to every one, yet we felt the strongest strokes of palpable 
injustice and ungenerous proceedings too notorious as to deserve particularizing. 

As we belonged to the Madras establishment, and expected from time to 
time to be sent back to the coast, I was in hopes that our superiors would 
then adjust matters and look down with equal propensity upon those oflSeers 
that have served the Hon’ble Company faithfully and with equal zeal, or at least 
let them know at once what they must expect from them of those terms that 
have been so long since promised and prescribed by the Hon’ble Directors, and 
on which they during their service confidently depended. 

But as we are still left here without any redress or resolution we had reason 
to expect from Madras, and seem to be entirely forgotten, I must take the 
liberty to apply to Your Honours under whose orders we now are, and beg you 
will order me to he satisfied for such demands as I am entitled and have a right 
to at least for the time I served in Bengal, and determine what I must expect 
as well as my officers and soldiers, and upon what footing we are to be for the 
future. 

My demands are the off-reckoning for my Company limited to one hundred 
and forty men agreeable to the capitulation. 

And whereas the Hon’ble Directors* intention is that we should be in every 
respect upon the English footing, I am entitled to the batta that has been, 
limited by the Governor and Council at Madras for a Captain and particular 
command to 13 rupees per day which I have not received, though I am and 
have been the oldest Captain in the Hon’hle Company’s service employed on and 
during the whole expedition in Bengal, while younger Captains than myself 
have been favoured with the same batta for the same reason. 

As Captain Polier belonged to this establishment and nevertheless received 
his salaries on the coast where he served, I hope it will be the less open to objec¬ 
tions of receiving mine in Bengal where I serve, as it would be too burthensome 
to me to pass from one sea to another in search of my stipend which 1 have gained 
with honour and not without having some bones broke in your service. 

I hope a favorable answer, and have the honour to be with perfect respect. 


Hok’ble Sib and Sirs, 

Tour most obedient and most liumble servant. 


Port William, ”1 Geo. Ebed. Gaupp. 

The 6th March 1758. ) 


Translate of the Purwannah of the lands on Burrumpur Plain. 

To all present and future Mutsuddies of the Purgunnahs of Coolberria of 
the Sarcarry of Mahmeed Avad and Chunacolly in the Sarcarry of Crumbier, 
dependent on the province of Moorshedaved without the Subahship of Bengal,— 
£now that Shubpore (formerly Dauburria) in the Tallookdary of Bamkissen 
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Chowdras and the Cutcherry of Muscorry, is valued at Rs. 716 10 annas, and 
864 Begas 9 cuttahs of Burrumpore ground in the Tallookdary of Bungsyhuddon, 
and of the purgunnah of the said Culburria (deducting 40 begas granted to 
build a i’actory) is also valued at Rs. 326, and 360 begas 14 cuttahs under the 
tallookdarry of Russickram and Caury Surrup is valued at Rs. 273 16 annas, 
for which amounts the said Tallookdars have sold the above grounds to the Eng¬ 
lish Company under date the 1st February (Bengal style). Exclusive of the above, 
the said Company has also bought 60 begas 16 cuttahs for the sum of Rs. 43 
15 annas belonging to the Goss Tallook, all which grounds are vested in them; 
you the mulsuddas &c., are for the future to make your application to them on 
all occasions, and you the said Company by your good conduct you are to en¬ 
courage the Riotts and pay the revenues of the above grounds into the Treasury. 
Dated 13 Jammudelsunny 1164 or 23rd February 1768. 

Particulars of the annual revenues of the following lands, fAzj— 

Shibbpoor in the purgunnah of Rs. a. p. 

Coolburria ........ 715 10 0 

Kassoobully and Radapoor— 

Begas Cot. 

Cols. 350 14 in the purgunnah 

of Chunacolly . . . . . ' . . 273 15 6 

Burrumpur Cols. 364 9 

Deduct 40 0 


Cossolluck 


324 9 in the purgunnah of 

Coolburria. . . 326 7 3 

60 16 . 43 15 2 


1,359 15 11 


Fort William, 16th March 1758. 

At a Consultation, present: 

The Hon’ble Roger Drake, Esq., President, 

Messrs. C. Manningham. 

Francis Forde. 

Richard Becher. 

Paul Richard Pearkes. 

Matthew Collet. 

William Mackbtt. 

Thomas Boddam. 

Me. Wiluam Fkamkland, absent on the survey of the lands. 

Received a letter from Colonel Clive, dated the 6th instant, informing us 
that application had been made to him by the Lieutenants of the Military con¬ 
cerning the injustice done them by preferring an officer of the train to be 
Captain of the Military, that he had heard nothing of this himself, hut begged 
leave to offer it as his opinion that if the report be true, the preferrii^ an 
officer of the Artillery into the Military is not only a great prejudice to the 
Company’s service but likewise a hardship upon the Militory officers. 
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Fort William, 3rd April 1758. 

At a. Consultation, present: 

The Hon’blb Roger Drake, Esq, President. 

Messrs. C. Manningham. 

Richard Becher. 

Matthew Collet. 

William Mackbtt. 

Thomas Boddam. 

Mr. TTilliam Frankland, absent on the survey o£ the lands. 

The Secretary presents a petition to the Board from some Portuguese 
seamen belonging to the Worcester who are dissatisfied with their treatment in 
that ship and desirous of entering into the Company’s Military service here. 

Ordered their letter be entered; and 

Ordered the Secretary to write to Captain Tiddeman for the contract these 
people entered into if any written engagement was made. 

The Commissioners for examining the estimates of European sufferers send 
in a letter to the Board desiring that half the money stipulated by treaty for 
the Armenians may be taken from them and added to the European Fund, which 
will enable them to receive all tbe Portuguese sufferers as sharers ^in that fund. 

Ordered their letter be entered, and that the Secretary do inform them of 
the donation made by the Armenians to the Portuguese sufferers of two lacs of 
rupees, more than which we cannot demand, and that if they are willing to 
examine the Portuguese accounts we recommend it to them to do it as soon as 
possible. 

Beenooderam Chilurgee, the farmer of the chunam duty, sends in a peti¬ 
tion to the Board complaining of the hardships he suffers by the orders for no 
selling chunam as usual to private persons, which he knew nothing of when he 
made the purchase. 

Ordered his letter be entered, and as there is great reason^or his com plaint— 

Agreed he be permitted to relinquish his purchase, and that the chunam 
duty be collected on tbe Company’s account for the remainder of the year. 

Mirza Sally and Goureychund having been plundered of some ready money 
during the Nabob’s march towards Calcutta in June 1766, which money was 
seized in consequence of orders from the Board for making reprisals against the 
Moors and brought into the Company’s treasury before the capture of the place, 
and as a restitution has been obtained for the Company’s losses, the Board are 
of opinion those seizures should be refunded. 

Ordered, that the sums seized from the abovementioned persons be repaid 
out of the cash. 

To—The Hon’ble Eoger Drake, Esq., President and Governor, &c., Council at 

Fort William. 

The humble petition of— 

Joan Antonio Gaya. 

Inacio Francisco. 

JoAKiM Anthony. 

Louis Francis co. 

Joseph Tixeira. 

Diogo Gomes. 

Manuel Pereira. 

Silvester Anthony. 

Antonio Gonsalves. 

Joan de Esperito Santo. 

Joan de Abujo Brag. 

Sheweth,— That your petitioners being Portuguese, natives of Brazil, did 
enter themselves to serve as mariners on board the ship Wjreester, Edward 
Tiddeman Commander, on her arrival at All Saints Bay on the coast of Brazil, 
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and your petitioners did serye as mariners on board and as mariners the said 
ship arrived here. 

And in the meantime your petitioners further shov9 that being met with 
very harsh treatment from the Captain, your petitioners did therefore deter¬ 
mine to leave the service of the said ship at this port and enter themselves 
into the service of the Hon’ble Company’s Military here, which some of them 
have accordingly done, notwithstanding your petitioners might have quitted this 
settlement and met with very good encouragement from the Dutch, yet your 
petitioners rather choose to continue in the service of the English Company. 

And your petitioners further show that this Captain Tiddeman hath 
since seized some of them and treated them very ill by putting them in 
irons on hoard, &c., and threatens to carry your petitioners by force to 
Europe. As for as much as your petitioners are not subjects of the Crown 
of Great Britain your petitioners therefore humbly conceive that such arbitrary 
proceedings of Captain Tiddeman are illegal and not countenanced by Your 
Honour, &c., Council, and that they are not liable to he carried by force to 
Europe or elsewhere contrary to their inclination. 

Your petitioners therefore pray Your Honour, &c.. Council will please to 
permit your petitioners to enter into the English Company’s Military here, and 
at the same time direct an order to Captain Tiddeman to discharge your peti¬ 
tioners and their arrears, and prohibit him from giving your petitioners any 
further molestation. 

And your petitioners shall ever pray, &c., &c. 

Your petitioners insisting on Your Honour, &c.. Council’s protection 
conformable to the laws of nations and the treaties subsisting between the two 
Crowns of Portugal and Great Britain. 


Fort William, 18th. April 1758. 

At a Consultation, peesent: 

The Hon’ble Eogeb Deake, Esq., President. 

Messes. C. Manningham. 

Eichaed Bechee. 

Matthew Collet. 

William Mackett. 

Thomas Boddam. 

Mr. William Fbamklamd, absent on the survey of the lands. 

Captain Tiddeman sends into the board the contract which his Portuguese 
seamen entered into upon their being shipped. But as they allege they were 
obliged to sign it without understanding the contents and are determined not to 
proceed to Europe in the Worcester, the Board are of opinion it will be no 
prejudice to Captain Tiddeman if they are entertained in the Company’s 
Military service, and it will prevent their engaging with any other nation. 

Ordered the Secretary to inform Captain Tiddeman we are of that opinion, 
and that we shall endeavour to supply him with an equal number of men for 
bis ship when she is on her dispatch for Europe. 


At a Consultation, peesbnt : 

The Hon’ble Eogee Deake, Esq., President. 

Messrs. C. Manningham. 

Eichaed Bechee. 

Matthew Collet. 

William Mackett. 

Thomas Boddam. 

Mb. William Fbankland, absent on the survey of the lands. 

Mr. Boddam begs leave to request an answer to the following question 
viz., whether the transactions relating to the lands acquired for the Company 
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from the countiy Government are to be under the direction of the Governor 
and Council or only the Select Committee ? 

The President replies to it that by the opinion of five members of the 
Select Committee, who were the majority of the Board, it was determined that 
those transactions should be under the direction of the Select Committee, till 
the survey and enquiry was completed. 


Port William, 17th April 1758. 

At a Consultation, fbbsent: 

The Gon*ble Booeb Dbaeb, Esq., President. 
Messbs. C. Manninghau. 

Bichabd Becheb. 

Matthew Collet. 

William Mackbtt. 

Thomas Boddam. 


Mb. William Fbamkland, absent on the survey of the lands. 

There being a report in town of a small French vessel being seen cruising 
in the road, which may probably be sent there with a design to take our pilot 
sloops. 

Ordered the Secretary to direct Captain Tedd to get the llchester in readi¬ 
ness to proceed down the river on the first notice. 


At a Consultation, pbesbnt: 

The Hon’ble Kogeb Dbase, Esq., FrendmU 

Messbs. C. Manningham. 

Bichabd Becheb. 

Matthew Collet. 

William Mackbtt. 

Thomas Bobbam. 

Mb. Wiluau Fbanslano, absent on the survey of the lands. 

The Secretary likewise presents a petition to the Board from the black 
inhabitants and a remonstrance from the black Commissioners, requesting Omi- 
chand’s accounts of losses may not be admitted to share in the fund of 20 lac 
stipulated for them. 

Ordered that the petition and remonstrance be entered, and that they lay 
for consideration. 

Coja Mirza Fetruse sends in a petition to the Board concerning some loss 
sustained by him in a French ship called the S. Anne which was taken by the 
squadron. 

Ordered, his petition he entered. 

Captains Brohier and Wedderbum send in a letter to the Board with a 
list of the stores and materials necessary for putting in execution their projects 
for burning an enemy’s fieet. 

Ordered, their letter and indent of stores be entered, and that the Secretary 
do direct them to apply to the Naval Military Store-keeper for such part of their 
indent as are in the Company’s warehouses, and that they purchase the rest 
themselves on the best terms they can, and that he recommend it to them to 
prepare everything as soon as possible. 

6S8 F. D. 
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At a Consultation, pebsbnt : 

The Hon’blb Eoobb Dbakb, Esq., President. 

Messes. C. Manninoham. 

Eichaed Bbcbbe. 

Matthew Collet. 

William Maceett. 

Thomas Boddam. 

Mb. WhiUAU Fbankland, absent on the sanrey of the lands. 

Agreed, we write to the gentlemen at Cossimhazar in reply to their late 
letter and inform them we cannot on any account assent to their giving up to 
the Agents of the Dutch Company the precedence in any papers it may he 
necessary to execute jointly with them; they must therefore transact the affair 
without them in case they persist in their unprecedented demand of being first 
mentioned in the agreement; that we hope however their Principals at Hughley 
will not authorize them to dispute that mark of respect to the subjects of a 
crowned head. That the 26 chests of treasure sent them by Ensign Perry 
contains 2 lacs of siccas, and that therefore we imagined they have made as 
mistake in mentioning the receipt of only 1,90,097 rupees. 

EOGER DRAKE, Jr. 

RICHARD BECHER. 


To—The Hon’bm Eoger Db&kb, Esq., President and Governor, &c.. Council of 
Fort William. 


A remonstrance of the Commissioners appointed for examining the losses sustained by the 

black inhabitants of Calcutta. 

Igt ,—When Omichand brought the account of his losses to the Commis* 
sioners, they said that they were informed that he would not give in the account 
of his losses, and that the same might be shared among the poor people, to 
which Omichand answered that it is true he had proposed so at first, as the 
Nabob had promised to give him thirty lacs of rupees which he hath not received, 
therefore he brought his accoimt to the Commissioners. 

2nd .—Several black inhabitants of Calcutta having complained to the 
Hon*ble Board that they have seen the Nabob’s colours and guard in Omichand’s 
house, and they are sensible his goods were not plundered, on examining which 
was found to be true that the Nabob’s colours was hoisted in his house, and his 
house was kept by the Nabob’s guard. 

3rd .—Jaggamaut Jamadar and Omraw Kismutgar belonging to Omi* 
chand having conducted the Nabob into Calcutta, they also broke open the 
prison house or Cutwally Chabutarah and released the criminals and plundered 
the town, which the Commissioners were also informed of, and theCutwall like¬ 
wise is ready to satisfy the Hon’ble Board with the truth thereof. 

Chabutarah. Chnbootura, Chabotra, Chubootra H. A. raised bank or terrace detached from the residence, some- 
times covered over on which persons sit and converse. A kind of summer-house or pavilion. A place where the head of 
the Police is usually stationed. A Police office or station, or the Magistrate’s Court. A room or hall used for public 
meeting of the villagers. A custom house or station, A guard-house. A market place. A stone platform erected m 
a Itoundary mark. 

WUwrC9 Glossary of Indian Terms^ 
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The above objections have prevented the Commissioners to examine Omi- 
cband*8 account of losses till they receive further orders from this Hon’ble 
Board. 

SOOBABM BYSCK. 

GOVINDEM MEETEE. 

EOTOO SOJAE, 

NEELMONET. 

NATAN MALICE. 
AEYEISHONO SALMEE. 
DAYEAM BOSS. 

EAMSANTOSS. 

DUEGAEAM DAT. 

MAMOOD SADACK. 

OLLTBAG. 

AYNODEE. 

SUCDEB MO LICK. 


To—The Hon’ble Boqbb Dbake, Esq., President and Governor, &c., Connoil for the Town of 

Calcutta at Fort William in Bengal. 


The hnmble petition of Cota Mibza Petrosb 
heretofore of Calcutta but now of Chin 
chura, Armenian merchant. 

SHOWETH,->That your petitioner did sometime, on or about the month of 
December and year one thousand seven hundred and fifty*five, send on the 
ship S. Anne, whereof one Cloas Lucas was then Commander, bound to the east* 
ward, the amount of Arcot rupees tm thousand (10,000), which said amount 
was to run at respondentia on the risk of the above*mentioned ship, and which 
said ship was the property of the Erench; and your petitioner further showeth 
that he also freighted on board the said ship on his own private account one 
bale of piece-goods as per a bill of lading ready to be produced for the inspec¬ 
tions of Tour Honours, will more fully at large appear, the net proceeds of 
which goods amounted to twenty five bars of tin which your petitioner has re¬ 
ceived advice of in the invoice delivered of the ship’s cargo by Monsr. Lasend 
( before the capture of the said ship ) supracargo. And your petitioner further 
showeth that after the arrival of the said ship 8. Anne in this river of 
Bengal the said ship was taken and made a prize in the name of King George 
by Admiral Watson, Esq., since deceased, and condemed, and his car^ sold and 
the amount thereof distributed among the squadron. And your petitioner fur¬ 
ther showeth that at the time of his so lending the above-mentioned sum as 
aforesaid there was no disturbance between the English and French, but were 
in true alliance together, and your petitioner further showeth that upon his 
hearing of the arrival of the said ship, and that Admiral Watson, Esq., deceased 
had made her a prize, immediately made application to Admiral Watson, Esq., 
deceased, for the amount thereof, and at the same time informed him that when 
de shipped the said goods aboard of the said ship the French and English 
here in alliance together, and that as the Armenians were also in true alliance 
with the English and French and other nations, and as he knew nothing of a 
war at that time between the English and French, entreated the assistance of 
the sftid Admiral Watson, Esq., deceased, in order for the recovmy of the above- 
thentioned amount, who informed your petitioner that he would lay his case 
mefore Your Honour, and therefore ordered your petitioner to wait upon him in 
baday or two; and your petitioner further diewetn that he waited on the said 
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Adibiral Watson, Esq., deceased, vrho infonned him that your petitioner should 
receive the within amount for the loss that he had sustained out of the donation 
that the Nabob had given to the Armenians for their losses; and your petitioner 
further showeth that he made an estimate of his loss which he had sustained 
on account of the within mentioned ship, and delivered the same into the Com¬ 
missioners entitled to act for them, who received the same and approv^ thermf. 
And yonr petitioner further showeth that since the decease of the said Admiral 
Watson, Esq., he is informed that they have thrown your petitioner’s estimate 
of losses on account of the said ship 8. Anne out. Now your petitioner most 
humbly entreats the assistance and relief of Your Honours in this case, and 
order that his said account may be passed and he be paid out of the above-men¬ 
tioned donation. 

And your petitioner shall ever pray, &c., and so forth. 


Fort.William, 24th April 1758. 

At a Consultahok, fbesent : 

The Hon’ble Bogeb, Dbahe, Esq., President. 

Messbs. C. Manhingham. 

Bichabd Becheb. 

William Ebankland. 

Matthew Collet. 

William Maceett. 

Thomas Bobdam. 

The Armenian and Greek inhabitants send in a petition and remonstrance 
to the Board concerning their accounts being revised by the English Commis¬ 
sioners. 

Ordered, it be entered and that the Secretary do transmit it to the English 
Commissioners, desiring them to finish thdr examination in one month from 
this date if possible, as we esteem it a great hardshipon those people to be de¬ 
tained longer from a dividend of the money received on their account. 


At a Cohshltatiok, pbeseht: 

The Hon’ble Bogeb Dbahe, Esq., President. 

Messes. C. Manningham. 

Bichabd Becheb. 

William Ebankland. 

Matthew Collet. 

William Mackett. 

Thomas Boddam. 

The Trpal Sloop &om Bencoolen with a packet for the President and 
Council of Eort St. Geo^ having been obliged to put in here by stress of 
weathor, the master of her delivers to the Board the box packet he was charged 
with for the Presidency of Eort St. George, which being opened, the gen^ 
letter to their Presidency, dated the 24th of January 1768, advising of there 
being ^fisturbances in the country, and that they in great want of provisions, 
powder, muskets and about 160 sepoys. They likewise advise of their having 
160 tons of surplus pepper after the dispatch of the storeship Norfolk and 
Princess Augusta. 
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To—The Hoji’blb Roger DbaeB) Rsg.j President and Governor. &c.. and Council of Fort 
William. 

Hon’ble Sib, and Siks, —Being informed that the gentlemen appointed 
by Your Honour, &c., to examine and adjust the estimates of European sufferers, 
have made application to the Board to revise and settle the estimates of our 
nation under pretence that the Armenians and Greek Commissioners appointed 
by Your Honour, &o., to adjust those estimates and establish our claims had acted 
collusively and without regard to equity or justice, and being likewise informed 
that Your Honour, &c., had assented to their revising our acoaunts and establish¬ 
ing our claims, we, the Armenian and Greek inhabitants, do b^ leave to remon¬ 
strate against this proceeding as very injurious to us and our constituents for the 
following reasons:— First, because the persons appointed by Your Honour, &c, 
to examine our accounts and establish our claims, were duly sworn to act ac¬ 
cording to the best of their judgment and conscience, to order therefore 
another set of people to revise what they have done will be stigmatizing them 
with having deserved the censure the English Commissioners have passed on 
their conduct. Secondly, those Commissioners were duly authorised by Your 
Honour, &c., in a commission under the hands and seals of six of the members 
of the Board to them directed, to revise, examine, curtail, alter and adjust the 
estimates of Armenian and Greeks sufferers by the capture of Calcutta in such 
manner as to them should appear just and reasonable, and finally to establish 
for each claimant such sum or sums as they should in their conscience think 
they were entitled to, which authority so delivered will be rendered invalid and 
of no use if the proceedings of those Commissioners are revised by another set 
of persons and by them altered. Thirdly, we take the liberty to mention that 
in consequence of the above commission being given to thirteen persons of our 
our own nation, we consented to give up, and by an instrument under our hands 
have given up two lacs of rupees out of the donation intended for us by the 
treaty with Jaffier Ally Caun, which resignation of ours we must deem invalid 
and not binding if the authority given to our Commissioners is reversed or taken 
away. Fourthly, it is our opinion that the English Commissioners can be no 
adequate judges of our affairs and circumstances, consequently must be very 
improper persons to determine and establish our claims, and as we think their 
application to Your Honour, &c., to examining our accounts and revise our 
proceedings as equally absurd and extravagant, as if our Commissioners were to 
apply to Your Honour, &o., to examine and settle the estimates of the European 
or black sufferers; we therefore flatter ourselves Your Honour, &o., will not 
oblige your petitioness to deliver in our accounts to be examined by any other 
Commissioners, than those of our own nation, more especially as the Europeans, 
natives and Portuguese are indulged with that favour, and we cannot see any 
reason for treating us in a different manner. Fifthly, this measure will prolong 
a dividend of our donation another three months or four, which will be the great¬ 
est hardship imaginable, as the rejecting of a deposit in Coja Soloman’s account, 
said to be the property of an Arab Moor, seems to have given rise to the dis¬ 
pleasure conceived against our Commissioners, we are ready to put an end to 
that dispute by admitting that part of Coja Soloman’s account to a share in 
our fund, if Your Honour, &c., give us a positive order for so doing; this we 
humbly submit to Your Honour, &c., determination and equity, and hope for 
relief in the premises, being with great respect, 

Hon’ble Sib and Sibs, 

-Your most, «Sfcc., &c., &c. 

Fort William, 1st May 1768. 

At a Consultation, fbesent : 

The Hon’ble Booeb Drake, Esq., President. 

Messbs. G. Manninoham. 

B.ICHABD BeCHEB. 

William Fbankland. 

Matthew Collet. 

William Maceett. 

Thomas Boddam. 

Received a letter from the gentlemen atLuckipur, dated the 15th of April, 
acknowledging the receipt of our letter of the 18th of March, that they had 

652 F. D- 
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estimated the expenses of the road, tank, and brick houses which would amount 
to as follows:— 

B 

The charges of making a road, 7,500 yards long . . • 600 

„ „ „ digging a large tank . . . . • 1,600 

„ „ „ building brick^houses for washing, 

and_keeping the cloth .... 4,000 

D. M. . 6,200 

That as the season was too far advanced to begin on those works, they 
should be obliged to defer it till the rains are over; that they do not imagine 
there will be occasion for any further expense to the Company for repairs for 
some years; that they have received bills from Mr. Scrafton to the amount of 
Bl,54,950; that they bad received on that account B52,317 and had wrote to 
Mr. Scrafton the proposals made by Bajakissen for paying the remainder of 
the draughts due from him; that as they can get no batta allowed them for 
sicca rupees, the Company will be great sufferers by those payments, unless we 
permit them to risk such sicca rupees (as they may have tendered them at 
times) to Dacca or any other place to exchange the same; that having finished 
the measurement of the Hon’ble Company’s grounds and fixed the rates of the 
rents to be paid by the inhabitants, they beg leave to lay a state of their 
revenues before us; the quantity of ground deliver^ over to them by tTnteram 
Buxey in virtue of their purwannah is 237 conneys of 300 corids in length and 
250 in breadth, which pays the Company an annual rent of sicca B2,765-9, be¬ 
sides which there are 700 conneys in jungal which at present pays no rent; 
that they had indulged their new settled inhabitants in their rents for two years 
of such part of the jungal as they cleared at their own expense; that 200 con¬ 
neys were already cleared and they did not doubt the whole would be so by 
next year; that TJnteram Buxey likewise informs them there are 150 conneys 
more which belongs to the Luckipur Fergunnah, but as they are claimed by 
the Zemindar of Banchanagore, they cannot as yet ascertain whose property 
that ground is; that when the jungal is entirely cleared away, the ground cul¬ 
tivated, and the inhabitants pay rent for the whole, they judge by the ueaerst 
computetion, the Company will reap a benefit in the ground-rent alone of up¬ 
wards of BIO,000 per annum; that we may be judges of the great increase of 
inhabitants they transmit as a comparison of the collection of the market duties 
during its being in their hands and for one year and ten months before as 
collected by Unteram our Buxey, viz .— 

B a. p. 

Luckipur Bazzar, Unteram Buxey, in the year 1756 collected 
as by his own accounts ....... 137 2 0 

Luckipur Bazzar, Unteram Buxey, in the year 1757 for ten 
months.. 152 0 3 

289 2 3 


Luckipur Bazzar account, the Hon’ble Co.— B a. p. 

From 18th January 1758 to the Slst. . . . . 81 15 3 

February.. . 134 1 6 

March.201 0 0 


417 0 9 

That in order to encourage the weavers to come and settle in their bounds 
they have rated the ground rent to be paid by their inhabitants more moderate¬ 
ly than it is in other parts of the country ; that they have already several 
weavers settled there, and should have had numbers more had there been tanks 
to have supplied them with fresh water, and that in one or two seasons more 
they hope to have sufficient to manufacture the greater part of the Company’s 
investment within their own bounds. 





At a Consultation, present : 

The Hon'ble Eooer Dba]&b, Esq., President. 

Messrs. C. Manninoham. 

Eichard Becher. 

William Frankland. 

Mathew Collet, 

William Mackbtt. 

Thomas Boddam. 

The Commissioners for examining the European estimates send in two 
letters to the Board, one requesting the sum of two lacs of rupees may be ad¬ 
vanced to the European fund out of the Treasury in order to complete a divi¬ 
dend of twelve annas, and the other informing the Board that the Armenians 
refuse to bring in their accounts to be revised by them, for which reason they 
request the Board will order them to lay their estimates before the European 
Commissioners. 

Ordered, their letters be entered. 


At a Consultation, present : 

The Hon’ble Eooer Drake, Esq., President, 

Messrs. C. Manninoham. 

Eicharu Becher. 

William Frankland. 

Matthew Collet. 

William Mackett. 

Thomas Boddam. 

Omichand sends in his replies to the petition of the black inhabitants of 
Calcutta and to the remonstrance of the black Commissioners, which being 
read— 

Ordered it be entered. 

As the Board see no reason as yet for excluding Omichand from the beni- 
fit of the Nabob’s donation for the reparation of losses sustained by the black 
inhabitants. 


Fort William, 16th May 1758. 

To—*The Hon’ble Rogeb Drake, ^sq. President, Governor, See., Council of Fort 
William. 

Hon’ble Sir and Sirs, —I am directed by the Commissioners to request 
that as the dividend papers are confirmed by Your Honour, &c., you will be 
pleased to order the payment of the several claims in such manner as you think 
proper. They further direct me to transmit you the originals, and a translate 
of a paper affixed to the gates of the Church and Mayor’s Court by the Arme¬ 
nians which the Commissioners beg leave to refer to Tour Honour, &c., and 
Council’s consideration. 

1 am, with respect, 

Hon’ble Sib and Sirs, 

Calcutta, Tour most, &c., &c.. 

The 15th May 1758. CULLING SMITH, 

{Secretary). 
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At a Consultation, peesbnt : 

The Hon’ble Rogeb Drake, Esq., President. 

Messrs. G. Mannigham. 

Richard Recher. 

William Ebankland. 

Matthew Collet. 

William Mackbit. 

Thomas Boddam. 

The Consultation of the 8th instant being wrote fair was now read, approved, and signed. 

Received a letter from Mr. Luke Scrafton, dated at Muxadavad, the 7th 
instant, enclosing cash accounts for February, March and April, the account of 
the former sixth due from the Nabob and the statement of the sixth now due. 
That the gentlemen of Luckipore having found great difficulty in collecting in 
the amount of the bill on Rajakissen, and as he was convinced that Rajakissen 
had employed his revenues to other purposes, he had with the consent of the 
Government sent one Balramnay to take charge of the lands till the Tuncaw 
given on them to the Hon’ble Company be fully discharged and we may be as¬ 
sured no loss can happen thereon to the Company. That the sum of siccas 
6,738-8 received as batta from the Rajahs of Burdwan and Nurdea be re¬ 
served for our further orders not knowing but we may be of opinion that the 
suflferers' proportion therein ought to be carried to the Hon’ble Company’s 
credit as an equivalent for their proportion of the expenses attending the col¬ 
lecting in of the money. That he hopes we shall approve of his setting apart 
the private sufferers’ proportion which will prevent all confusion in accounts; 
that should we think fit to advance them their proportion we may be assured 
of its being replaced in June. That he apprehends the ground rented from 
the Nabob for the new Factory at Burrumpore will be insufficient to answer 
all the purposes intended; he had an offer of all the land from the present 
bounds down to Muncurra, which will be about 7,000 begas laying mostly 
along the riverside. That the purchase thereof will be about 9,000 rupees and 
the annual rent the same, which will greatly increase imder our protection and 
be very useful in the silk business by having the winders under our own 
government. 

Received a letter from Mr. John Bristow at Cuttack, informing us he had 
entertained 600 sepoys in the Company’s service, upon hearing that Monsieur 
Ajam was marching that way from Ganjam (dated 28th ultimo). 


At a Consultation, present. 

The Hon’ble Roger Drake, Esq., President. 

Messrs. C. Manningham. 

Richard Becher. 

William Frankland. 

Matthew Collet. 

William Mackett. 

Thomas Boddam. 

The Secretary presents a letter to the Board from the English Commis¬ 
sioners in reply to the last address from the Armenians. 

Ordered it be entered. 

He likewise presents a petition to the Board from the Armenian inhabit¬ 
ants of Calcutta acknowledging themselves satisfied with the proceedings of 
their own Commission. 

Ordered it be entered. 



25 


He likewise presents a letter to the Boaid from Bamkesore Bramin, com* 
plaining that the black Commissioners had rejected his constituent, Monseram 
Gosse’s estimate of losses without assigning any reason for the same. 

Ordered, his petition be entered and that the Secretary to transmit it to 
the black Commissioners and demand their reasons for rejecting the same. 


To—The HoN’Btii Rogbe Dbaee, £sq.. President, &c., and Conncil. 

Hon*ble Sir and Sirs,—I am directed by the Commissioners to lay all 
the Armenian estimates of the losses passed by them before you for your con¬ 
firmation, and to acquaint you that they have used their utmost diligence to 
come at the truth of them by such proofs as could he obtained relating to 
them and to inform you of the unprecedented behaviour of Padre Thinatin’s 
relative to Coja Soloman’s account, who told the Commissioners that he was 
well acquainted with every article in Coja Soloman’s account, hut obstinately 
refused to give them any satisfaction relating to it. 

Notwithstanding the repeated orders from Your Honour, &c., to the 
Armenian Commissioners to bring in the Armenian estimates of the losses 
before the English Commissioners for their revisal of them, the Armenian 
Commissioners in contempt of all authority have not only absolutely refused 
to bring in their own accounts, hut have intimidated as many as they could 
influence to do the same; the Armenian Bishop has threatened his congrega¬ 
tion in their church, and the Armenian Padres have gone from house to house 
to prevail on the Armenians not to bring in their accounts before the Commis¬ 
sioners, which behaviour still corroborates the opinion that the Commissioners 
were of before, that the Armenian Commissioners had been guilty of collusive 
practice in passing of their own accounts, as not one amongst them except Coja 
Soloman will submit his account to he revised; had they been brought in when 
they were ordered, they possibly would have been finished within the time 
limited by Your Honour, &c.; the Commissioners therefore hope you will please 
to order a dividend to those whose accounts they have revised and passed, that 
the well-disposed Armenians may not suffer for the refractory and obstinate 
behaviour of those who will not submit their accounts to he revised as Your 
Honour, &c., have directed. 

1 am, with respect, 

Hon’ble Sib and Sibs, 

Your most, &c., &c., 

CULLING SMITH, 

Secretary' 


Calcutta, 

The 2m May 1758. 


Port William, the 5th June 1768. 

At a Consultation, pbesent : 

The Hon’ble Booeb Dbake, Esq., Freeident. 

Messbs. C. Manninoham. 

Biohabd Becheb. 

WlLLIAH EbANEXAND. 

Matthew Collet. 

William Maceett. 

Thomas Boddam. 

Received a letter from Mr. John Bristow, dated the 18th instant, informing 
us that Monsr. Ajam and his people were all cut off by the country Rajahs. 
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At a Consultation, pbbsbnt: 

The Hon’blb Koobb Dbake, Esq., Present, 

Messrs. C. Manningham. 

Bichabd Beoheb. 

William Erankland. 

Matthew Collet. 

William Mackett. 

Thomas Bohdam. 

The Select Committee acquaint the Board that Admiral Pocock had re¬ 
presented to Colonel Clive the great utility of building a dock in Bengal fit for 
the reception of any of flis Majesty’s ships that might require refitting, and 
as the advantages of having the squadron come to Bengal during the northern 
monsoons instead of going to Bombay were very apparent, they had given 
directions for materials to be provided, and everything got in readiness to begin 
upon the dock as soon as the season would admit of it, which they hoped the 
Board would approve of. 

The Board being convinced of the utility of having such a dock approved 
of the orders given by the Select Committee. 


At a Consultation, present : 

The Hon’ble Roger Drake, Esq., President, 

Messrs. C. Manningham. 

Richard Bechbb. 

William Erankland. 

Matthew Collet. 

William Mackett. 

Thomas Boddam. 

The President acquaints the Board he has purchased a fine organ clock to 
present the Nabob, with Rs. 6,000. 

The Secretary presents a petition to the Board from Durgaram Mefds-tedae 
plaining of his having passed a bond to Omichand in behalf of the deceased 
Mr. Tooke for a large sum of money, for the security of which Mr. Tooke had 
deposited a quantity of goods with the said Omichand which were lost at the 
capture, and that neither the English or black Commissioners would allow of 
any restitution for the said goods. 

Ordered, the petition be entered, and that the Secretary do transmit it to 
the European Commissioners and desire them to reconsider that affair and give 
the petitioner redress. 

The Armenian Commissioners send in another petition concerning their 
conduct in examining and passing the accounts of their own nation. 

Ordered it be entered. 


To—The Hon’bib Roger Drake, Esq,, President and Governor, &c,, and Council of 
the Town of Calcutta at Fort William in Bengal. 

Hon’ble Sir and Sibs, —We fiattered ourselves that after perusing our 
last petition you would have been pleased to have reversed the order Your 
Honour, &c.. Council had passed for sending our accounts to the English Com¬ 
missioners to be revised, but to our great surprise we were served some days ago 
with an order from your Secretary directing us to send the estimates laid before 
us by the Armenians and Greeks to the English Commissioners to be by them 
revised and the respective claims of each person established. 

This repeated order we think extremely hard, and take the liberty to sup¬ 
plicate Your Honour, &c.. Council once more to reverse it, as the compliance 
with it would reflect great dishonour upon us who were the Commissioners 
appointed by Your Honour, &c., Council to examine and adjust the estimates 
of Armenian and Greek sufferers by the capture of Calcutta. 
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We were by Your Honour, &c., Council's commission fully empowered to 
examine, curtail, alter, and adjust and finally establish every respective 
person’s claim to the best of our judgment and consciences, which trust we can 
with truth declare we have acquitted without fear, favour or prejudice, nor do 
we find any complaint has been made of our proceedings, except by Coja Solo- 
man, who, we are informed, has maliciously and industriously spread several 
caluminous reports of our conduct, but as we are conscious of our innocence, 
we defy his malice, and would wish Your Honour, &c.. Council would insist on 
his proving his assertions which we hereby protest to be false and groundless. 

The reasons we have already given in our former petition for declining to 
submit our proceedings to be revised by the English Commissioners are so 
strong that we have but little to add thereto; we only beg leave to observe to 
Your Honour, &c., Council that in the declaration made by the President and 
Council in the Town Hall and registered in the books of the Notary Public, it 
is particularly specified that every respective nation’s loss shall be examined 
and ascertained by thirteen Commissioners of their own, for the truth of which 
we refer Your Honour, &c.. Council to an authenticated copy (herewith deli¬ 
vered) of that declaration uttered in the most solemn and public manner by the 
Hon’ble Roger Drake, Esq. 

If a declaration so solemnly made by the President and Council and cor¬ 
roborated by a Commission under their hands and seals to us is to be rendered 
invalid and trifled with at the discretion of a few gentlemen who have no 
foundation for their charge of collusion against us, what faith can hereafter 
be put in any act of the President and Council, and as we have been entrusted 
by Your Honour, &c., Council to examine the accounts and establish the claims 
of the Armenians and Greeks who have previously signed an instrument corro¬ 
borating, approving and confirming that appointment for themselves and their 
constituents, how can we surrender that authority and trust without betraying 
the confidence reposed in us by the individuals of our nation. 

Por the foregoing reasons we hope Your Honour, &o., and Council will not 
persist in so injurious a resolution as that of obliging us to send the estimates 
laid before us by the Armenians and Greeks to be revised by the English Com¬ 
missioners, which we cannot on any terms comply with, as such a proceeding 
would be tacitly acknowledging a consciousness of having acted blameably. 

If Your Honour, &e., and Council notwithstanding all our arguments and 
remonstrances are not moved by them to alter your resolution, we humbly 
request the instrument we have signed and executed giving up two lacs of our 
part of the Nabob’s donation, may be returned and cancelled, as that instrument 
was signed and executed in consequence of Your Honour, &c.. Council’s com¬ 
mission to us, and if one is reversed and taken away, we must deem the other of 
no force or validity. 

We hope, nevertheless, Your Honour, &c.. Council will upon a more serious 
consideration of this affair put an end to our further applications by confirming 
the abstract we laid before the Board (as we cannot think of submitting our 
proceedings to be revised by the English Commissioners); and your petitioners, 
as in duty bound, shall ever pray, and so forth. 

OA SATOON, Bishop. 

COJA DINIZIO POGOS. 

„ ABEJT GREGORY. 

„ JOSEPH MIOHAL. 

„ ARRATOON MIZEABEG. 

„ MANOEL MAVORDEY. 

„ ANAKEY CONSTA. 

„ STOPHAM DLOJA MALL. 

„ SATOON PHANUS. 

„ MELCUM PHILLIP. 
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Fort William, 2l8t June 1758. 

At a Consultation, peesent : 

The Hon*ble William Watts, Esq. 

Kiceard Bechee, Esq, 

Me. William Feankland. 

Advice being brought up yesterday of the arrival of the Hon’ble Company’s 
ship Hardwick at Culpee, and Mr. George Williamson being ordered down in 
consequence of that intelligence to bring up the packets by that ship, he re¬ 
turned about noon this day and delivered us the Hon’ble Company’s packet for 
Bengal, which we found directed in the following manner:— 

To THE Hon'ble William Watts, Esq. 

Chablbs Maheinghah, Esq. 

Bichaeo Becheb, Esq. 

John Lephaniah Hollwell, Esq. 

Majos James Eilpatbice. 

Messes. Paul Bichabd Feabkes. 

William Feankland. 

Matthew Collet. 

William Mackett. 

Peter Amyatt. 

Thomas Boddam. 

Bichabd Coubt. 

The said packet being opened the Hon’ble Company’s commands of the 
3rd of August and 13th November 1757 were read, by which it appeared the 
four gentleman first named in the direction of the packet were appointed to 
reside as Governor of this Settlement alternately, and to take the precedence by 
rotation for the space of four months each. 

The list of packet being examined, the papers were found conformable 
thereto. 

Adjourned till to-morrow to read the general letters a second time, and 
to give the necessary orders in consequence of them. 

RICHARD BECHER. 

WILLIAM FRANKLAND. 


Fort WUliam, 22nd June 1758. 

At a Consultation, present : 
The Hon’ble William Watts, Esq., President. 
Charles Manningham, Esq. 
Richard Bechbe, Esq. 

Messes. William Feankland. 

Matthew Collet. 

William Mackett. 

Thomas Boddam. 


Bead the Hon’ble Company’s general letter of the 3rd of August 1757. 

• Bead the Hon’ble Company’s general letter of the 13th November 1757. 

Mr. Frankland begs leave to return the Company many thanks for the 
favours he has received from them daring eigh^n years he has had the 
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honoiir to be in their employ, in all which time his best endeavours have been 
entirely devoted to their interest, and the Company have done him the honour 
to acknowledge and thank him for the same at diiferent periods with promises 
of their future favour. But as by their present appointment they have put it 
out of his power to continue himself in their employment without impropriety 
and indignity to himself and family, he hopes therefore the Company’s excuse, 
and desires to resign the service, requesting the Hon’ble Board will give him 
an order for his passage to Europe on the first ship. 

In consequence of the above minute Mr. Frankland withdrew from the 
Board. 

Mr. Watts desires it may be mentioned on the face of the Consultation 
that he accepts of the Presidentship upon the terms ordered by the Hou’ble 
Company in their commands of the 13th November 1757, in hopes of seeing 
the plan altered before the expiration of his four months of rotation, otherwise 
he purposes to quit the service and return to Europe on the despatch of the 
September ship. 


At a Consultation, prksent : 

The Hon’blb William Watts, Esq., President. 

Charles Manningham, Esq. 

Richard Becher, Esq. 

Messes. William Frankland. 

Matthew Collet. 

William Mackett. 

Thomas Boddam. 

There being at present no proper places for the public oflSces from which 
circumstances many inconveniences arise in carrying on the business of the 
Settlement, and as it will be proper likewise to have a room to hold our Councils 
in contiguous to the Secretary’s and Accountant’s Offices— 

Agreed, the dwelling house of the late Mr. Richard Court be purchased for 
the Hon’ble Company and appropriated to the above uses. 

Mr. Cooke desires leave to resign his post of Secretary to the Select Com¬ 
mittee, as he finds his health very much impaired by too close an application to 
the desk, and as the increase of business in his other employ will not admit of 
his attending both in a proper manner. 

Mr. Watts having accepted of the Presidentship of the Company’s affairs 
here upon the terms ordered in the general letter of the 13th November 1757, 
lie was desired to receive the charge of the Company’s books and papers, the 
balance of cash and one of the keys of the treasury from the late President 
Roger Drake, Junior, Esq. 

RICHARD BECHER. 

WILLIAM MACKET. 

_ W. FRANKLAND. 

Fort William, 26th June 1768. 

At a Consultation, present: 

The Hon’ble William Watts, ESq., President. 

Charles Manningham, Esq.* 

Richard Becher, Esq. 

Messrs. Matthew Collet. 

’ William Mackett. 

Thomas Boddam. 

The ConsnltatioHS o£ the 21st and 23nd being wrote fair were now read, approved md 
signed. 

Messrs. Watts, Manningham and Becher desire leave to acquaint the Board 
their most serious attention has been devoted the commands of our Hon’ble 
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employers, naming a rotation of Governors for the future conduct of affairs at 
this Settlement, and having duly weighed the nature of this regulation with all 
its attending consequences, a sincere conviction of its being in our present situ¬ 
ation and circumstances repugnant to the true interest of our Hon’ble masters 
and the welfare of this Settlement in general, obliges them (though with the 
utmost respect and deference) to believe had our Hon’ble employers been ap¬ 
prised of the present state of their affairs in this kingdom, they would have placed 
the Ji^residentship iu some one person as the easiest and clearest method of con¬ 
ducting their concerns, as well as preserving and maintaining the weight and 
influence the late happy revolution has given us with the Subah of these pro¬ 
vinces, on which at the present period the interest and welfare of the Company 
at this Settlement in the highest degree depends. The difficulties we may be liable 
to by a rotation in the executive part of the Government with its consequences, 
are sufficiently obvious in our present state of affairs, however they shall only 
mention a few points the treaty with the Nabob perfected in all its branches, 
the possession of the lands incomplete, the settlement in no posture of defence, 
the ^French considerably reinforced with military and a fleet, and their designs 
with respect to Bengal unknown, the impossibility of impressing a proper idea 
of this divided power in the minds of the Subah and others in this kingdom 
who have at all times been accustomed to the government of a single person. 
A little reflection on these particulars will introduce many more and clearly 
evince the necessity of this motion. They have the highest sense of gratitude 
for the honour conferred on them by their employers in their appointment, and 
deem themselves in duty bound at this juncture of affairs to waive all personal 
honours and advantages which might accrue to themselves, and unanimously 
declare it as their sentiment that a rotation in the executive part of Government 
would be highly prejudicial to the real interest of the Company, and they hope 
this sentiment with its motives will be received conformable to their intention as 
the clearest proof they could possibly give of their sincere attachment to the 
welfare of their Hon’ble employers and the settlement in general. They lay 
these particulars before the Board and request the aid of their counsels and 
judgment on the occasion, and if they agree to the propriety and necessity of 
what they have the honour to lay before the Board, they presume no difficulty 
will arise on the subject. 

The Court of Directors in their commands of the 3rd of August last by 
naming Colonel Clive head of the Committee, they then ordered for their affairs 
hero, his eminent services, abilities and merit, together witli his superior weight 
and influence with the present Subah and his officers, are motives which have 
great force with them on this occasion, and all concur in pointing out Colonel 
Clive as the person best able to render our Hon’i)le employers the necessary 
service at this juncture till they shall make their further pleasure known by 
the appointment of a President for their affairs here. And they beg leave to 
add they have great pleasure in showing that their attachment to the true 
interest of our. employers, and the welfare of the Settlement has, as it ought to 
have, the due preference to any personal honour or advantage we might receive 
by the order of rotation. 

The Board having considered the foregoing proposal with due attention 
and concurring entirely in the sentiments of those gentlemen with respect to 
the prejudice which a rotation in the executive part of Government might be 
attended with at this juncture, and being unanimous in opinion that a deviation 
from the Hon’ble Company’s commands in our present circumstances will be 
for the true interest of our employers, Colonel Clive likewise (for the reasons 
set forth in the minute made by Messrs. Watts, Manningham, and Becher) 
appearing to the Board as the person best able at this time to render our 
masters the necessary service— 

Resolved that an application be made to Colonel Clive from the Board to 
accept of being President of the Company’s affairs in Bengal till a person is 
appointed from Europe, and that our reasons be given him at large for request¬ 
ing his acceptance of that trust upon these terms. 

Adjourned till nine o’clock that the letter to Colonel Clive may be prepared 
and engrossed fair. 
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The 26th June, at 9 a.ii. The Council being met conformable to adjourn¬ 
ment and the letter to Colonel Clive being engrossed fair, was now read, ap¬ 
proved, and signed. 

Agreed it be sent to Colonel Clive directly, and that he be requested to 
give an immediate answer if possible. 

The 26th June, at 10 a.ii. Colonel Clive having returned an answer to our 
letter it was read at the Board. 

Ordered it be entered at length after this day’s consnltation. 

The Colonel having herein accepted of the offer made him by the Board 
of presiding in the Company’s alfairs in Bengal till a person was appointed 
from Europe— 

Agreed, the charge of the factory with the Hon’ble Company’s books and 
papers, the balance of cash and one of the keys of the treasury be delivered him 
as President and Governor of this Settlement. 


RICHARD BECHER. 
WILLIAM MACKETT. 


To—The Hon’blb William Watts, Esq., and the rest of the Gentlemen of the Council 
of Fort William. 

Gentlemen, —I have received your letter of this day’s date and cannot 
sufiBciently express the grateful sense I have of the favourable opinion you are 
pleased to entertain of me, the which has induced you to desire my acceptance 
of the presidency at this critical juncture. 

Though I think I have cause to be dissatisfied with the Court of Directors 
for laying me aside in their new form of government without any reason assigned, 
after having named me as head of the General Committee in the letter of the 
3rd, August last, yet animated by the noble example of public spirit which you 
have set me, I have determined to waive all private considerations when the 
general good is concerned, and as there is no doubt but the government of a 
single person, involved as we are with the country powers, must have infinite 
advantages over the complicated form of government established from home, I 
shall from that motive, though both my health and private concerns strongly 
require my returning to Europe, accept the offer you have done me the honour 
to make me till such time as our employers have appointed the usual forms. 

I cannot omit testifying my acknowledgments, gentlemen, to you all in 
general for the zeal you have discovered for the service of our masters on this 
occasion, but in particular to you who have been nominated in the rotation 
Governors; you have made such a sacrifice that few, if any, instances can be 
given of the Uke; you have of your own accord parted with the dignity of 
Government and all the advantages thereunto annexed, because you apprehended 
the Company’s affairs could not be properly conducted under a Government 
so constituted. 

Unequal as I am to the weighty task of directing this Presidency, especially 
in civil matters to which I have never been able to give a due attention on account 
of ray military avocations, I am now, gentlemen, to beg the assistance of you 
advice, and, therefore, hope you will persevere in the zeal you have hitherto so 
abundantly shown, and that none of you, but more particularly Mr. Watts who 
can render me considerable services from his thorough knowledge of thepelitics 
of this country, will entertain a thought of leaving me till affairs are finally 
determined from home. 


Calcutta, 

The 26th June 1758 


J 


I am. 

Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient humble Servant, 
ROBERT CLIVE. 
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Fort William, the 27th June 1758. 

At a Consultation, present : 

The Hon’ble Robert Clive, Esq., Fresident , 

• William Watts, Esq. 

Charles Mannigham, Esq. 

Richard Becher, Esq. 

Messrs. Matthew Collet. 

William Mackbtt. 

Thomas Boddam. 

On the 24th we received a letter from Mr. Luke Serafton, Muxadabad, dated 
the 21st of June, requesting leave to return to Calcutta and deliver the charge 
of the Company’s affairs there to Mr. Hastings. 

The Board now took into consideration the regulating of the offices, com¬ 
mittees and subordinates, when it was agreed that the keys of the treasury be 
intrusted with the President and Messrs. Manningham and Becher, that the 
President with the former Members of the Committee of Warehouse do compose 
that Committee still and carry on the correspondence with the aurungs. That 
the President with the former Members of the Committee of Works do still 
compose that Committee and lay their proceedings from time to time before the 
Board. That the Committee of Accounts at present do consist of the President, 
the Accountant, Mr. Thomas Boddam, and Mr. Culling Smith. That Mr. Watts 
continues Chief of the Cossimhazar Factory, and that Mr. Manningham remains 
Export Warehouse-keeper; that Mr. Pearkes be recalled from Dacca, as we esteem 
it unnecessary to keep a Member of the Board at the head of that Factory, and 
that Mr. Playdell he appointed to proceed to Luckipore, hut not to leave Balla- 
sore till another servant arrives to take the charge of it from him. 

Ordered, the balance of all offices held by Members of Council to be laid 
before the Board as soon as possible, that we may he better able to judge of the 
state of the Company’s affairs at this Presidency. 

As Mr. Frankland’s assistance and advice is judged to be more than ever 
necessary at this juncture of the Company’s affairs, the President moves the 
Board that a letter may be wrote to him to request his return to his seat at the 
Board, and that he will remain in the service as long as he can with any pro¬ 
priety, to which proposal the majority of the Board assenting. 

Agreed, a lettel be wrote to Mr. Frankland to that purpose. 

Messrs. Skinner, Harris, Winter, Webb, and Torriano being arrived in the 
Sardwick, they were sent for and asked how Captain Samson treated them in 
their passage out, to which they reply that they were extremely well used and 
had no complaints to make. 

Agreed, they be stationed in the following offices;— 

Messrs, Skinner and Torriano in the Secretary's Office. 

„ Harris and Webb in the Accountant’s Office. 

Mr. ^Vinter in the I. W. House. 

As the Company have made large advances to the European sufferers to be 
repaid out of their proportion of money now receiving from the I^abob— 

Ordered, the Accountant to lay before the Board as soon as possible a 
settlement of the sums received and due from the Nabob to the Company, a 
statement of the accounts between the Company and Navy and Army, and a 
statement of the accounts between the Company and the sufferers for our 
inspection. 
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Port William, 3rd. July 1768. 

Ax A CONSTJLTATIOir, PRESENT: 

The Hon’ble Robert Clive, Esq., JPre»ident. 

William Watts, Esq., 

Charles Manninoham, Esq. 

Richard Becher, Esq. 

Messrs. William Prankland. 

Matthew Collett. 

William Mackett. 

Thomas Boddam. 

The President, lays before the Board a letter addressed to him by Mr, Handle 
concerning the abolition of the arrack farm and the great loss he shall sustain 
thereby. 

Ordered, this letter be entered, and that he be directed to lay before us an 
estimate of his real loss by that occasion. 

Two petitions from Ram Kissen Seat and other black inhabitants being 
presented to the Board and read, complaining of malconduct of the Jentoo 
Commissioners and the injustice done to several of the inhabitants by them in 
passing their accounts. 

Ordered, Messrs. Rider, Johnstone and Senior to enquire into the truth of 
these allegations and report to the Board if they find any ground for such 
complaints. 

As Mr. Bristov^’s behaviour at Cuttack is not approved of by the Board, and 
as it is esteemed requisite at this juncture to have a person of capacity at than 
place and one who understands the country language— 

Agreed, Mr. George Gray, Jr., be appointed President at Cuttack and 
that Mr. Bristow be recalled. 

Mr. Playdell having wrote for a sloop to bring up the Prench prisoners 
which Mr. Bristow was sending to Ballasore— 

Ordered the Master Attendant to get one of the Company’s sloops in readi¬ 
ness for that purpose, and that a guard be sent in her to secure them. 


At a Consultation, present : 

The Hon’blb Robert Clive, Esq., Fresident. 

William Watts, Esq. 

Charles Manningham, Esq. 

Richard Becher, Esq. 

Messrs. William Prankland. 

Matthew Collett. 

William Mackett. 

Thomas Boddam. 

The arrival of a French fleet with large reinforcements Of military on the 
coast, and the uncertainty of their next attempts making it necessary to be pro¬ 
vided in the best manner we are able for our defence in case they should come 
to Bengal, which cannot be done but by having all our military in Calcutta, 
and as there are no barracks for the soldiers in the place and great inconve¬ 
niences experienced from their being dispersed at different houses, the impossi¬ 
bility of preventing their committing great disorders and destroying themselves 
with spirituous liquors when so dispersed, and the necessity of keeping them 
together for their discipline. 

It is agreed for. these reasons to remove the Hon’ble Company’s goods 
from the old Factory, that it may be converted into barracks for the military till 
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proper barracks are built within the new works, and that the export and import 
warehouse keepers do endeavour to hire or purchase such godowns or houses as 
they esteem most covenient and proper for carrying on the business of their 
respective offices and for keeping the Hon’ble Company’s cloths and imports 
in. 


To—The Hon’ble Colonel Hobebt Cuve. 

The orders issued by Your Honour in Council to the Zamindar on tlie 27th 
ultimo to withdraw the Company’s license is of severe consequence to me, 
having run myself in debt to provide places and utensils in order to carry on 
the work. I do not presume to say more as it is Your Honour’s judicious 
orders, yet hope, as I am not allowed to carry it on, that Your Honour’s candid¬ 
ness will order me to be reimbursed the money that 1 laid out, as it is inserted 
in the 9th Article of the Conditions given me by the former Governor and 
present Council, that the farmer holding the arrack license at any time taking it 
from him should be bore harmless by the Company. Pardon my presumption 
of addressing and giving Your Honour this trouble, I not having the honour to 
be known to Colonel Clive, else should personally apply for redress. 

I remain, with the utmost respect, 
subscribing myself, 

Hon*ble Sir, 

Your Honour’s most obedient and 
most humble servant, 

EDWARD HANDLE. 

P.S .—If not redressed by Your Honour, hope I may be excused remon¬ 
strating my grievances to the Hoard. 


Calcutta, 

The 3rd July 1758, 


} 


Hon’ble Sir as above. 
EDWARD HANDLE. 


Port William^ the 18th July 1758. 

At a Consultation, present : 

The Hon’blb Robert Clive, Esq., President. 
William Watts, Esq. 

Erancis Eorde, Esq. 

Charles Manningham, Esq. 
Richard Recher, Esq. 

Messrs. William Erankland. 

Matthew Collett. 

William Mackett. 

Thomas Eoddam. 


Mr. Edward Handle delivers in a letter to the Board concerning his arrack 
farm and the charges he has been at on that account. 

Ordered it lay for consideration and that it be entered. 
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To—Tlie Hon’blb Bobbbt Clive, Eeq., President and Governor, &c.. Council at 
Fort William. 

Hou’blk Sie and Sies,— The orders issued from Your Honour, &c., 
Council to the zemindar on the 27th ultimo touching the prohibiting of rend¬ 
ing arrack being of very severe consequence to me, 1 beg leave to lay my < case 
before this Board. 

In order to carry on the work with advantage I have been at a very great 
expense in providing utensils and necessaries to a considerable amount (great 
part of which I have been obliged to take up at interest), all which by the 
license being no longer suffered to remain with me are useless lumber on my 
hands, the which together with the materials provided are perishing; money 
advanced for more the same to necessary workmen, &c., must inevitably ruin 
me. 

The 9th Article of the Conditions given me by the late President and 
Council specifies that the arrack farmer shall be bore harmless by the Com¬ 
pany in case the license shall be taken away from him. 

I humbly beg leave therefore to request that Your Honour, &c., and Coun¬ 
cil will be pleased to assist me so far herein and in such manner as Your 
Honour, &c., shall’think proper, that 1 may not be a sufferer in the above. 

I am, with perfect respect, 
Hon'ble Sie and Sies, 
Your most obedient humble servant, 

EDWAED HANDLE. 


To—The Hon'ble Roger Drake, Esq., President, &o.. Members of the Select Com¬ 
mittee of Fort William. 

Hon’ble Sie and Sies,—I have received Your Honour, &c.*s com¬ 
mands of the 80th of May last, and agreeable thereto I some days since dis¬ 
patched to Calcutta the Burdwan Bajah*s canoongoe udth his papers, but being 
informed they will be of little service unless you have the Government ca- 
nongoes and papers to examine them by, I have ever since been endeavouring to 
send the latter to you, but I have met with great obstructions from the ca- 
nongoes, who do not choose to show their old accounts, however lam assured 
they will be ready to set out tomorrow. 

Enclosed is a demand made on me by the Government for the rents due at 
the Pooneah on the Company’s lands. I have consulted several people on the 
subject, who assure me the demand is just. I request Your Honour, &c.’s early 
answer as the Pooneah is fixed for the 27th of the month, our style. 

1 have long deferred addressing Your Honour, &c., on the subject of the 
tuncaws of Naddea and Burdwan in expectation of their accounts being settled, 
in which I have been disappointed; their accounts at present stand thus:— 

The tuncaws on Nuddea on account— 

Rs. 

The second sixth was for siccas ...... 2,47,200 

Of which he has paid to this day about .... 62,000 


Can't be exact, not having settled his batta account. The balance 

is .......... 185,000 

Takbsta, corruptly, Tucksees, Takksbeeab, H. Appropriation, appropriating, parricnla^zing. 

* Canongoea p-operly Ki*ingo, Kmutottgo, or Ca*o<M^o, cormptly, Canongoet lit. An expounder of tbe lawa, 
but applied in Hindnatan eapecially to village and diatrict revenue officera, wbo under the former govemmenta recorded 
all eircnmatancea within their sphere which concerned landed property and the realisation of the revenue, keeping 
reg^atera of the value, tenure, extent, and tranafera of lands, reporting deaths and succeaeiona of revenne payers, 
assisting in the measurements and survey of the lands, and explainiiiiTi when required, local practices and public 
regnlations: they were paid by rent-free lands and various allowances and perqtdutes. 

Pooneah properly Fmgd cormptly, vernacnlar corraption of JPungdha.^ In the lower provinces the day on 

which tbe revenue for tbe ensuing year is settled, or an annual meeting of the direct revenne payers at the office of 
the chief collector, or of the cnltivation tenants 'at the court of the zamindar, to determine the amount of the assess¬ 
ment; the assemblage of the rent-payers forming a kind of festival or holiday: the term is also applied to the day on 
which tbe first instalment of tbe annnal rent or revenne is paid: in some parts of Bengal the samindari accounts and 
receipte are antedated if the PnnyA instalment has not been discharged, i e., if ^e wnt for the Bengal year 1848 bad 
been pidd before the Pnnyi of tlmt year it would be entered as paid in 1248. 

Pmngaid —A holiday, a sacred day, or one on which religions.ohservances are rojoined; also the day on which the 
rent or revenue for the ensuing year is fint settled, or on which tbe first instalment is paid. 
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now due besides Bs. 9,00,000 for the ensuing year. By the following accounts 
Your Honour, &c., will perceive there is little probability of his country produc¬ 
ing near the sum. When he settled his accounts with the Government last 
Fooneah, it stood thus—- 

Dr. Noddba. Cr. 


To his ag^ment with Mohur Bs. a. p. 

Soil in May 1757 . . 9,01,210 0 0 

Of which Roydollub in Au¬ 
gust last procured him in 
consideration of what his 
country had suffered by the 
marching of the Nabob’s 
army, what they call We- 
saunny .... 1,86,389 7 6 


7,14,821 8 6 

From which was deducted for 

the Rajah’s expenses . 8,423 4 3 


By cash paid the Royrain 
from May to the 1st of 
November, which includes 
the very best months of the Bs. a. p. 
year .... 2,31,457 16 0 
Tuncaw to the Company , 2,07,336 0 0 

Ditto. .2,47,200 0 0 


6,85,993 15 0 

Balance due to the Govern¬ 
ment apart from the Com¬ 
pany’s Tuncaw . . 20,404 5 3 


7,06,398 4 3j Was the sum he was to pay 7,06,398 4 3 
from April 1757 to April ■ 

1758. 

Your Honour, &c., will please to observe that the whole rents paid this 
year are— 


To the Government . 
To the Company 

Ditto 

Deduct . • 


Bs. 

. 2,47,200 
. 1,85,000 


Bs. a. p. 
2,31.457 15 0 
2,07,336 0 0 


62,000 0 0 


Total paid . 5,00,798 15 0 


When it is considered that if from June to November which includes the best 
months of the year the Government could collect only Bs. 2,81,457-15,1 presume 
Your Honour, &c., will not think me very remiss in having collected Bs. 2,70,000 
from December to May, of which months March, April and May produce very 
little, and 1 must observe that besides the above tuncaws 1 also received a 
transfer of Bs. 37,000 account what due on the annual nazerana which was 
collected and paid in the first sixth. I can only say I took every method that 
my little experience suggested to me; I sent one Mahmud Aowas to Nuddea to 
set in the cutcherry and see that no part of the revenues was applied to any 
other purpose than paying off the Company’s tuncaws, and threatened the 
vacqueels here. The Bajah’s son arrived here a few days ago. He declares and 
produces accounts to show the whole revenue of his country is six lacs. As 
father and son are both villains, I give no credit to their accounts, but finding 
that no severity that I could use could get any money from him, I have sent 
him to Boydullub there to show his accounts, and wrote him that the Bajah 
pleads his country has not produced more than what he has paid, that therefore 
I expect he will pay the balance from the Nabob’s treasury and also the 9 lacs for 
the ensuing year, unless he can satisfy me in what manner the Company are 
likely to get it. It is possible that by threatening the Bajah with the loss of 
his cast and such corporal punishments as are in practice among those people, 
something more may be extorted from him; however, I suppose Boydullub will 
either pay the balance out of the treasury or pay the 9 lacs for the ensuing year; 
therefore it is requisite some methods must be taken to make the best of the 
ensuing year, as the chief cause of the balance is the Bajah’s extravagance; it 
therefore appears to me as one necessary step to send a trusty person into his 
country to collect his revenues for him, to deprive the Bajah of all power in 
his country, allowing him only Bs. 10,000 per annum, or whatever Your Honour, 
&c., may think proper for his expenses, and keep the son in Calcutta as security 
for the father’s good bdiavionr. If this method is pursued, it is probable the 
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Hon’ble Company may ‘within the two years receive the full of the tuncaws 
on him. If Your Honour, &c., approve this method, a man has been recom¬ 
mended to me as fit for the employ, and as the season is far advanced, request 


your early answer. 

The Burdwan affairs are on a better footing— 

Be. 

The second tuncaws was for siccas. 7,93,500 

Of which he has paid in April ...... 1,00,000 

In May. 1,00,000 

In June.. . 1,00,000 

A transfer on Dolchnnd Shroff payable in a few days . . 1,00,000 

Another transfer which will be paid to-day .... 50,000 

I expect before the Pooneah. 1,00,000 


5,50,000 

and the balance Bs. 2,43,000 will be paid as soon as the Bajah returns; the 
Pooneah is the day in which all Zemindars bring in the balances; as this cere¬ 
mony has not passed this year in Burdwan on account of the Bajah’s absence, 
it ‘will bring bim in a large sum and enable him to discharge the Bs. 2,43,000 
‘without intruding on the rents of the ensuing year. As soon as the Pooneah is 
passed, the Bajah will pass a writin fixingthe dates on which he ‘will malcfi 
the several payments for the next year; when this is settled, permit me to re¬ 
commend it to Tour Honours, &o., to order the revenues to be paid in at Cal- 
cutta; and whenever he is a few days beyond his agreement, to march a party 
of seapoys in his country, and when once he is thoroughly intimidated, he will 
be very regular in his payments. It will be also necessary to look on the pro¬ 
vince as the Hon*ble Company’s for these two years and not to permit the Gov¬ 
ernment to interfere in any but phousdarry affairs till the Company’s tuncaws 
are paid. 

Your Honour, &e., will observe that there is near Bs. 10,00,000 still due 
of the second sixth which is outstanding ‘with the following Assamees— 

Bs. 

Dotchunds Paul for Burdwan ...... 1,00,000 


Ditto ditto.. 50,000 

Still doc ......... 2,4)8,000 

Noddea. 1,85,000 

5,78,000 

Bojcshoy ......... 1,25,000 

Mahmud Ally ........ 60,000 

Doondjram ......... 30,000 


Bajoonant and Mittinjay. 2,00,000 


and a small balance in cash; I hope the greatest part will be paid in ten days. 

I am very respectfully, 

Hon’ble Sib and Sibs, 
Your most obedient humble servant, 

Mobaudbaug, 7 LUKE 8CBAPTON. 

The 20th June 1758. ) 

662 F. D. 
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Fort William, 24tli July 1768. 

At a Consultation, fuesent: 

The Hon’ble Hobebt Clive, Esq., President . 

Charles Manninoham, Esq. 

Pbancis Foede, Esq. 

Bichabb Becher, Esq. 

Messrs. Matthew Collett. 

William Mackett. 

Thomas Boddam. 

This morning we received a letter from Mr. Luke Scrafton at Muxadavad 
dated the 2l8t instant, acquainting us that finding no probability of the Nuddea 
Bajah paying in his revenues, that he had with the advice and recommendation 
of Nuncomar one Lahoree Mull as* Sazawul and Tassildar for that province; that 
he had sent a parly of twenty seapoys with him and had given him a Eilaut in 
the Company’s name and requested a confirmation of his authority from us; 
that Mr. Sykes some time since applied to him for a perwannah for 60,000 
maunds of chunam from Silhut; that upon presenting the Nabob a durkast for 
that purpose he proposed (to prevent the complaints he had received upon that 
score last season) that the Company should have one quarter of all that was 
made at Silhut; that enclosed he sent us translate of thei?erwanah and requested 
us to let him know who the original should be sent to. 

Fort William, 10th August 1758. 

AT A Consultation, fresent : 

The Hon’ble Bobebt Clive, Esq., President . 

Charles Manninoham, Esq. 

Francis Forbe, Esq. 

Bicharb Becher, Esq. 

Messrs. William Franelanb. 

Matthew Collett. 

William Mackett. 

Thomas Bobbam. 


The Consultation of the 3rd of Ang^ being wrote fair was now read, approved, and signed. 

On the 4th we received a letter from Mr. Scrafton, dated at Moraudbaug 
the 2nd instant, acknowledging the receipt of our letter of the 19th, with the 
five gold mohurs which had been examined and were approved of; that the Nabob 
had ordered perwannahs for redress in the complaint of the Malda Gomastas; 
that he had at last procured the Tuckseemf account of the Burdwan villages 
which he encloses and we shall observe to be Bs. 11,000 less than the 
account given by the Gomastah; that he has sent a statement of all he has re* 

* Sazawal, Suzawal, Sajawal H. &c. A native collector of revenue: an officer specially appointed to take 
charge of and collect the revenue of an estatOi from the management of which the owner or farmer has been removed ; 
R land-steward, a bailiff, an agent appointed by a land-owner or lessor to compd payment of rent by tenants or leas el 
holders. Beng. Beg V. 1819. 

t Tnckseem, properly Taksim, Tnckseem corruptly Tuckseem, H. Division, dividing, partition, showing distri¬ 
bution of the assessment of the revenue upon the several subdivisions of an estate or district, the same as Taksim- 
Jama, Mar. A portion, or Share. TakkUamu, TeL Contributions raised amongst the inhabitants of a village to 
defray the village eipenses. 
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ceived from the Nabob aocoimt the first sixth; that the bills on Dacca are all 
dischai^ed, but there is a large balance due on the bill on Siajakissen payable 
to the gendemen at Luckipore entirely owing to the villainy to the Zemindars 
Naibat Bakergunge, on which he had sent in April a Sazawul to collect the 
revenues on account of the Company, and he is persuaded the whole will be 
paid in August; that theKajah of Burdwan had finished with the Government 
and would the next day return to his province, when we might expect to have 
the revenues from thence course in regularly. 


At a Consultation, psesent : 

The Hon’ble Bobert Clive, Esq., Fresident . 

Charles Manningham, Esq. 

Francis Forde, Esq. 

Bichard Becher, Esq. 

Messrs. William Franrland. 

Mathew Collett. 

William Maceett. 

Thomas Boddam. 

Tho English Commissioners send in a letter to the Board informing them 
of thdr having found the Armenian Commissioners guilty of collusive prac¬ 
tices, and desiring the Board would be pleased to order them to attend and reply 
on oath to such questions as they have to ask— 

Ordered it be entered. 


Fort William, 25th August 1768. 

At a Consultation, present : 

The Hon’ble Bobert Clive, Esq., Frendent . 

William Watts, Esq. 

Francis Forde, Esq. 

Charles Manningham, Esq. 

Bichard Becher, Esq. 

Messrs. Fearkes. 

William Franeland. 

Matthew Collett. 

Thomas Boddam. 

The Select Committee acquaint the Board that upon mature consideration 
they have judged it necessary to send a body of 4,000, or 460 Europeans and 
about 2,000 seapoys to the coast under the command of Coloqel Forde upon a 
private expedition of the utmost importance to the Company, they request 
their orders therefore to the Commander of the Europe ships to follow the direc¬ 
tion of the Committee; they likewise apply for their approbation to send the 
above number of troops upon the expedition which for many material reasons 
they think proper to keep secret. 

As the Committee having acquainted the Board the expedition is of the 
greatest consequence to the Company, and has been wdl weighed and considered 
of by them, the Board assent to its prosecution. 

In consequence of this assent the Board agree to give the com^nders of 
the Europe ships orders to follow the directions of the Select Committee. 
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Ordered the Secretary to send them such orders. 

Mr. Collett dissents to giying the Committee any such authority as to em¬ 
power them to send away the Europe ships at their discretion and to send away 
so large a body of men in the present situation of affairs without being ac¬ 
quaint where they are going or upon what account. 

Mr. Fearkes offers his service to go upon the present expedition in case 
there is occasion for any covenanted servant to be employed in any capacity, as 
he esteems it to be attended both with danger and honour. 

The Select Committee likewise inform the Board that the Committee at 
Fort St. Geoi^ have wrote pressingly to them for rice and pease, and as the 
Europe ships will be sent on this expedition one of them may be ordered to 
proceed to Madras after landing the troops and carry such a quantity of the 
above articles as she is able. 

Ordered the Buxy to procure musters of rice and pease and lay them 
before the Board. 


Fort William, 28th August 1758. 

At a Consultation, pbbsent : 

The Hon’ble Bobebt Clive, Esq., IPreddenU 

William Watts, Esq. 

Fbancis Fobde, Esq. 

Chables Manninoham, Esq. 

Eighabd Becheb, Esq. 

Messes. Feabkes. 

William Fbankland. 

Matthew Collett. 

William Mackett. 

Thomas Bobdam. 

The Consultation of the 25th instant being wrote fair was now read, approved, and signed. 

Mr. Becher begs leave to lay before the Board the deposition of five Ar¬ 
menians by which they will observe Coja Soloman David has thought proper 
to accuse him of receiving a bribe as a member of the council; the heinousness 
of that crime were it true would be so great that Mr. Becher begs the strictest 
enquiry may be made into that affair without delay, and as he does not dottbt 
of being able to prove it a malicious falsity, he shall then hope from the Gover- 
nor and Council for such satisfaction as it is in their power to give, though he 
is sensible it is impossible he can ever receive satisfaction adequate to the in¬ 
jury. He begs leave to decline sitting as a member of the Board till his 
character is cleared to the satisfaction of the Governor and Council; when 
that is done he shall be ready to attend his duty to his employers. 

Agreed, this affair be examined into by the Governor and Council as a 
Bench of Justice. 

Mr. Collett having dissented last Council day to the sending away the 
Europe ships and troops upon the secret expedition projected by the Select 
Commitee, he now delivers in a letter with his reasons for so doing, which beii^ 
read— 

Ordered it be entered. 


To—The Hon'ble Robbrt Clive, Esq., Governor and President, &c., Couneil of 

Fort William. 

Hon’ble Sib and Sibs, —As I dissented last Council day to the expedition 
proposed by the Select Committee without ^ving my reasons for so doing, Inow 
take the liberty to offer them to the Board. 
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The sending away the Europe ships I look upon as an imprudent step, as 
the uncertainty of winds and weathers and other accidents may prevent their 
return to be loaded home in the proper season, and more especially so as the 
expecting shipping are not yet arrived from Europe, and the possibility there is 
of their not arriving from a delay generally made by a number of ships coming 
together, and likewise the danger they may be liable to from the Erench, so 
that if any accident should happen to them we are not certain of one single 
ship to send home this season, and in regard to parting with so large a body, 
1 think it should be considered that a very great part of the money due by 
treaty with Jaffer Ally Gawn is still unpaid (for what r^son I am at a loss to 
learn, as I understand it was to be paid down directly), and that it is reasonable 
to think that the country Government will, if possible, evade paying of it, and 
also hold us very cheap when they find us so weak as we shall be when the 
forces proposed to he sent are gone from hence, so that we run a risk or at least 
in some measure put it in the power of this Government to deprive us of the 
valuable acquisitions and privileges gained to the Company in these parts if 
nothing worse should happen. 

1 am, 

Hon’ble Sib and Sibs, 

Calcutta, Your most obedient servant. 

The 28th August 1758. M. Collett. 


To—The Honb^lb Bobebt Cuvb, Esq., Governor, &c., and Council of Fort William. 

Hon'ble Sib and Sibs, —A few days after we were made acquainted with 
the incorporation of the Madras and Bombay troops with those of this estab¬ 
lishment, we requested our commanding officer to represent to the Governor 
in our name the injury we thought done us by receiving Captain Gowen into 
the incorporation. 

We thought it a compliment due to Colonel Clive under whose command 
we so long immediately served to make our grievances known to him previous 
to any declaration of this nature; but as we have received no satisfactory 
answer to that representation we think it is now time and our duty to apply 
to Tour Honour, &c.. Council, and to explain to you as our ultimate recourse 
the nature of our grievances. 

We are informed that Captain Gowen is sent from Bombay to take com¬ 
mand of their detachment at this place; we are likewise informed that there 
had been powers from that Presidency to fill up all vacancies that might 
happen during the expedition they were sent upon; at least we know such 
vacancies have been regularly filled and the proper number of officers belong¬ 
ing to that detachment kept up. 

When we first heard of the scheme for incorporating the troops of the 
different settlements with th(»e of this establishment, we found it notwithstand¬ 
ing a hardship on several particulars necessary for the good of the service, and 
were easily reconciled to it by the long use we had of holding the same rank 
with another in a course of service, and by the incorporation that rank was not 
altered. All the officers therefore who came upon this expedition had therefore 
a just title to have the same rank they had all along served in; had we had any 
reinforcements of men with officers along with them duriiig the expedition 
they would likewise have the same title to demand the rank they served in 
before the incorporation. But such we had not when everything had been 
settled, no further use or at least expectation of men (far less of officers for 
we had many more than necessary for our complement of men); Mr. Bourcluer, 
we suppose to serve his friend, hearing of the death of Major Salpatrick, 
thought it a fit opportunity to send one of his old Captains under pretence of 
commanding his small detachment to take the rank of all those who had served 
and bore the fatigue of the expedition; had he sent but a few men as a shadow 
of pretence to call it a reinforcement, there might have bemi some plea, but a, 
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that time he had great reason to expect half his troops back than to imagine 
we were in need of officers without men, or that those officers who had served 
the Company could much relish any of his old Captains to take the command 
of them when returned to garrison. 

Thus far gentlemen have we taken the liberty to explain to you, according 
to our conception of military affairs, the nature of Captain 6owen*s superseding 
us; should it appear to you in a different light, and that you will satisfy us that 
it is absolutely necessary for the good of the service, notwithstanding the 
injury the rest of your officers suffer by it, shall esteem it happiness to sacrifice 
every private view to the public welfare. But shouldnot that necessity be 
apparent, we are sensible we do but the duty you must expect from us in 
representing to you in an humble manner any of our grievances as possibly 
you may be ignorant of them. It is almost unnecessary for us to put you in 
mind how much it is for the good of your service that every officer in it should 
appear zealous to maintain his rank; when that spirit has left him, and he will 
tamely and insensibly bear to have every vacancy filled over as fast as they 
may happen, he hardly deserves the name of such officers as you ought to wish 
for; a man may from the necessity of want possibly be obliged to comply with 
such terms, but when that is the case and he is superseded without hopes of 
redress, it must damp his spirits in such a manner as to render him incapable of 
doing that duty which ambition and honour would excite in the breast of an 
officer who has preserved his rank. 

Let the merit of the persons who supersede be ever so superior, those 
superseded by it are equally affected, and it must imply their want of capacity, 
especially when extraordinary methods are thought necessary to procure them. 

!From this we would only infer that we do not trouble Your Honour, &o., 
with causeless representations of our hardships; we have entire satisfaction in 
our present Commanding Officer, but as Captain Gowen will be above us all in 
rank if continued on t^ establishment, we beg leave to represent to Your 
Honour, &c., in the most humble manner that it will be extremely difficult for 
us to do our duty with that cheerfulness which might otherwise be expected, as 
we are sensible each of our characters must greatly suffer in the esteem of 
the world by being thus repeatedly superseded. 

We therefore hope Your Honour, &c., will think of such redress as will 
enable us to do our duty with that alacrity which our inclinations would 
always lead us to while in the Company’s service. 

We have the honour to be, 
with greatest respect, 

Hon’ble Sib Ain) Sibs, 

Your most obedient and most humble servants, 

GEAINGEE MUIR. 

JOHN CUDMOEE. 

THOMAS RUMBOLD. 

ROBERT CAMPBELL. 
PETER CARSTAIRS. 

JOS. ADNETT. 

MARTIN JORKE. 

JOHN DONNELLAN. 

CHARLES PALMER. 

JOHN DYER. 

ARCHIBALD REIR, 


Calcutta, 

The S8th Augmt 1758. 


] 



43 


Port William, 29th Ai^ust 1758. 

At a Consultation, p&esbnt: 

The Hon’ble Robbet Clive, Esq., President. 

William Watts, Esq. 

Eeancis Eobdb, Esq. 

Chables Manninoham, Esq. 

Messes. Feabees. 

William Ebankland. 

Matthew Collett. 

William Machett. 

Having considered of the memorial delivered in yesterday by the officers, 
the Board are of opinion they have no just grounds of complaint for incorpora¬ 
ting Captain Gowen as he was sent to take charge of the Bombay .detachment 
by the Governor and Council of that Presidency, who had an undoubted right 
to send such officers as they thought proper to their own troops. The Board 
likewise do not think they have been superseded by this incorporation as 
Captain Gowen bore his Commission of Captain before any of them were in the 
service. That Mr. Bourchier could not avoid sending an older officer than any 
of them even if he had sent the youngest Captain upon that establishment. 

Ordered the Secretary to acquaint them of our sentiments and inform them 
that could we look upon the case of Captain Gowen in the same light that they 
do, we should be as ready to do them justice upon this occasion as upon any 
otW which may offer in future. 


Fort William, 31st August 1758. 

Ar A Consultation, pbesent: 

The Hon’blb Robebt Clive, Esq., President, 

William Watts, Esq. 

Eeancis Eobue, Esq. 

Chables Manningham, Esq. 

Richabb Becheb, Esq. 

Messes. William Ebankland. 

Matthew Collbtt. 

William Maceett. 

Thomas Boddam. 

The Secretary presents a letter from six of the Captains who signed a 
memorial to the Board in answer to the Secretary’s reply to the said memorud 
desiring leave to resign their commissions. 

Ordered their letter be entered, and that the Secretary do acquaint them 
we permit them to resign their commissions agreeable to their request. 


To—The Hon’blb Bobkbt Cuvb, Esq., Governor and President, ^c., Conndil at Fort 
William. 

Hon’ble Sib and Sibs, —We are favoured with your answer by your 
SecreUwy to our letter of the 28th; it is our misfortune that our representa¬ 
tion in regard to Captain Gowen does not appear to you in the same light we 
conceive the affair; you inform us of your readiness of doing us justice in case 
it did, as well as what we might expect in future; in misw^ to that we can ohly 
offer that if we are to judge of what we may expect by the repeated instances we 
have already seen and the complaint of almost every officer in your service of 
being in some degree supersede, we can have but little reason to think that the 
principle of justice is the only acting one, or could we have jud^d by the 
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private opinions of many of your Board at different times before our represent¬ 
ation, they either then mistook our case, or must have been strongly .altered or 
enlightened since. 

Though we are sensible that whatever we may advance will weigh but 
little against the determination of a Council, yet we are desirous our Hon’ble 
Masters at home should be satisfied our complaint does not proceed from 
caprice or groundless pretensions or any interpretation you may choose to put 
upon it, therefore must still further trouble you with an explanation of our 
case. 

You are pleased to lay the whole stress of our reasons upon our not being 
superseded by incorporating an officer who had a commission as Capinin in the 
Company’s service before any of us were officers. With what view this insinua¬ 
tion of our short time of service is hinted at, we will not pretend to judge 
only that (if as a slight) it rather retorts on the person who has been so long 
in that station, as it could only happen in consequence of frequent superseding; 
and if an instance may be taken from His Majesty’s service it will be found 
that there are Captains in it now who have had that rank before some who are 
Colonels were in the service; but to return, you put it upon the footing that an 
officer can be only said to be superseded when a younger in the service is put 
over his head; we know it has always been esteemed and with great reason that 
the Company’s three head Settlements were three distinct establishments, and 
that the officers of one held no rank in either of the other except upon detach¬ 
ment as in the King’s service, therefore no officer can be taken in from another 
establishment but as youngest of his rank without palpable superseding 
according to all the rules practised in the army. We can give an instance even 
of officers who had Captain’s rank in the service coine as Lieutenants in 
another corps. 

We never disputed the authority of the Presidency at Bombay to order 
their officers wherever they pleased; thus far we will beg leave to observe that 
the complement of officers belonging to the two Companies sent from thence 
was always kept up as vacancies happened. Either then Mr. Bourchier and 
his Council had given a power to that purpose, or those who filled them up 
assumed a power they had no right to; and if it was by authority from Bombay, 
the Governor and Council there by granting such power divested themselves 
of afterwards sending officers at discretion, especially without a fresh supply 
of men; at least if the power of filling up the vacancies was granted to this 
Presidency, they may if they find it necessary for the good of their service with 
great reason reject any additional supply of officers when their complement was 
complete in consequence of the power already granted. 

But, gentlemen, we are sorry that we have reason to think that all the 
arguments we can advance can avail but little, as our first letter which we 
thought represented our oases in the clearest and humblest manner has met 
with so little success in it; we represented to you how inconsistent we thought 
it with the character of an officer to submit to be tamely and repeatedly super¬ 
seded (if possibly he could earn his bread in any other employ), and how little 
it is for the good of your service to have it consist of such officers. 

Therefore, gentlemen, if you still continue in the same opinion we can only 
tell you that it is with the utmost regret and reluctancy we are thus necessi¬ 
tated to inform you that we can no longer continue in the Company’s service 
under the disadvantages you would impose upon us, and therefore beg leave to 
resign it. 

We are, with the greatest respect, 
Hon’ble Sib and Sibs, 

Your most obedient and most humble servants, 

GRAINGER MUIR. 

J. CUDMORE. 

THOMAS RUMBOLD. 
ROBERT CAMPBELL. 

Calcutta, •) PETER CARSTAIRS. 

The 8Ut August 1758. } ARCHIBALD KEIR. 
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Fort William, 18tli September 1758. 

At a. Consultation, present : 

The Hon’ble Robert Clive, Esq., President, 

William Watts, Esq. 

Francis Forbe, Esq. 

Charles Manninoham, Esq. 

Rioharb Becher, Esq. 

Messrs. Fearkes. 

William Franelanb. 

Matthew Collett. 

William Mackett. 

Thomas Bobbam. 

Captain John Durand sends in another letter concerning his leaving the 
Mestitution at Ingelee, with his reasons for so doing. 

Ordered his letter he entered. 


To-^-The Hon’blb Robbbt Cuvs^Esq., President and Oovernor o£ Fort William, &c.. Council. 

Hon’ble Sir anb Sirs, —^Not having been favoured with an answer to my 
address of the 7th instant, I imagine I may have been deficient to myself in not 
replying more fully to your Secretary’s letter which I shall now do, and hope to 
clear myself of the imputation of neglect of duty and satisfy Your Honour, &c., 
that my demand for the ship Bestitution is perfectly just and agreeable to the 
tenor of your indemnification bond. 

In my former letter you have the reasons for my leaving the ship which 
my officers (if my veracity is doubted) are ready to confirm, and I desire they 
may be called upon for that purpose, especially as one of them is now going to 
sea in the Company’s service. 

The pass and instructions on which you are pleased to lay so great a stress 
being made out in my name and delivered to me, cannot be binding against acts 
of providence or necessity; however, as my ill state of health obliged me to 
return from the ship, I took care to endorse them over (as is usual in such 
cases) to my chief officer. Captain Samuel Brogdon, who has commanded several 
ships out of this port and is well known to be as capable a man as any that 
uses the sea. 

Had 1 not intended to have proceeded in the ship as you are pleased to 
intimate, I should undoubtedly have apprised you thereof and not have made 
use of any mean excuse to deceive you; on the contrary, the interests of myself 
and owners depended greatly on my going the voyage which were entirely dis¬ 
appointed by my return, and not deemed by them a neglect of my duty; and 1 
beg leave to observe that as I was not in any manner obligated to you to pro¬ 
ceed on the vessel or to take charge of the French prisoners on board; you 
certainly could not have reposed your whole confidence on my conduct or have 
imagined that my vigilance alone could have opposed and resisted such a 
number of European gentlemen and their servants as was on board her, who 
had loudly and publicly complained before their departure of your violation of 
the treaty, and that they ^teemed their parole entirely void. Notwithstanding 
these complaints no measures were taken for the protection of the ship you had 
indemnified, or the security of the prisoners put on board her. I may therefore 
with great propriety recriminate on this piece of conduct and at least say much 
inattention was shown to an affair of such importance, more particularly so as 
you had no dependence on the honour of the prisoners. To this neglect only 
may be attributed the seizure and loss of the ship Bestitution, and consequently 
your indemnification bond remains firm and due against that protest the Notary 
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Public served on me on or about the 22nd of November last near forty days 
after the ship left the pilot, and after it was well known in town from the 
report of two lascars who were returned that she was seized and detained by 
the prisoners, although you are pleased to urge that protest as a circumstantial 
proof of your sense of the argument with me. 

I shall now conclude with my humble request that you will please to order 
payment of your bond so justly my due, or favour me with your final determin¬ 
ation thereon, that I may have recourse to such means for the recovery of my 
property as the laws of my country direct. 


Calcutta, 

The 18th September 1758. 


} 


Being, with the utmost respect, 
Hon’ble Sib ani> Sibs, 

Your most obedient humble'servant, 

JOHN DURAND. 


To— The Hon^blb Robert Clive, Esq., President and Governor of Fort William, &c.. Council. 

Hon’blb Sir and Sirs, —It is with some concern we find ourselves under 
the necessity of addressing the Board a second time relative to the enquiry into 
the conduct of the black Commissioners to which we were appointed by Your 
Honours jointly with Mr. John Johnstone, a task though no ways relative to 
the Hon’ble Company’s business, we with the greatest pleasure undertook pre¬ 
suming it might tend to the relief of many unhappy injured sufferers, finding 
the complaint against the Commissioners to be almost general, we therefore 
proceeded to the enquiry by giving public notice for the attendance of all 
parties, and after an impartM and tedious hearing of the plaintiffs and defend¬ 
ants we delivered in the report (in general terms) of our sentiments on the 
affair free from bias and prejudice, which we imagined would have been deter* 
niinate from. The nature of the appointment which elapsed between that of our 
delivering in the report and it being brought to a public hearing, gave us some 
uneasiness, knowing the ascendency (amongst the natives) which those 
people whose conduct we had found reason to accuse have over the lower class, 
and whom we doubted not would set all their engines of machinations at work 
to gain some to their party and deter others. Our suspicions were not groundless, 
for shortly we found a report prevail that we had not given the parties a fair 
hearing, and this much credited, but notwithstanding the root it had taken we 
assured ourselves of removing any such prejudice whenever we should be 
allowed to support our general charge by a public hearing which we had reason 
to expect; but great was our surprise when we with the Commissioners were 
called before the Board, our general charge immediately upon being read was 
directed to be delivered to the Commissioners for their answer, whereby we find 
ourselves brought into a contention with the principal black inhabitants of 
a place, a circumstance which happens to be of little moment as they appear to 
us to be equally eminent in unjust proceedings. 

Before we take leave of this enquiry or contention which we now esteem 
a disagreeable task, we request the liberty of replying to our antagonists the 
Commissioners. First, then from their preamble they seem to insist upon being 
fully authorised in what they have done from the nature of your commission to 
them, which they say was granted without their desire or even knowledge; and 
would insinuate at the impropriety of an enquiry after the established claims 
made by them had received your approbation and were ratified by the Board; 
this we presume to be a very indiffert-nt plea, since we can prove they have been 
guilty of a breach of trust; first, in paying no regard to enquire vouchers or proofs 
for the demands delivered in to them. Moreover, a Commissioner has been 
appointed who is not an inhabitant of Calcutta but Hughly, and we are inf ormed 
receives 16 rupees per month from Metre for his trouble. The list of Com¬ 
missioners likewise does not appear to us to be conformable to the appointment 
made by the Board in the Commission. 
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They now proceed to answer our report article by article, though the sum 
of their defence seems to be only a positive declaration against the veracity of 
our charge in every article, and this in a very categorical manner which we 
hope to prove rerj insufficient to the support of the first article of^our charge; 
we beg leave to refer you to the evidence of Nian Mullick, Durgaram Metre 
and Ally Boy, Commissioners, particularly to the petition of the latter annexed, 
likewise to the evidence of Ghurasure Bindabun Seat, &c. Moreover, upon our 
calling before us several of the Commissioners separately, Govindram Metre, 
Sooheram Bysack, and Rulloo Sircar excepted, scarce either of them agreed as 
to the method of examining accounts. Nian Mullick declared to us that the 
method observed was for each member to take a different person’s account, and 
according to their several opinions each account was passed; others mention dif• 
ferent forms, but which appear to have as little justness or equity, but they were 
unanimous that they generally were guided in their opinions by that of the 
above triumvirate. Ally Boy declares that when he was able to attend the 
Committee he always paid that deference being entirely ignorant of the circum¬ 
stances of the people of Calcutta at the time of the capture. Ayer Noody like¬ 
wise appears to us to be less qualified for his office. As to accounts being passed 
without a scrutiny, and no vouchers or proofs being required, we must insist 
upon, is acting contrary to the authority given them, though the trouble we 
allow would have been great, was it requisite for every trifling account which 
we presume was not the intention of the article, but we cannot find that the 
least authority was given them for rejecting and entirely throwing out the 
accounts of any one person whatever, this which has been much practised by 
them. The petitions of Bamkissen and Prawn Cofpree referred to we deem 
very unjustifiable, and when the curtailing an account in a large amount with¬ 
out giving an opportunity to the sufferer to support his claim we esteem an 
hardship. 

What we have above alleged we hope will serve in support of our second 
article to which our opponents seem to have objection, but declare themselves 
our involuntary servants; but however fit they may have been thought for this 
employ their actions seem to have shown a very wrong sense of the trust reposed 
in them. 

As to the objection of our adversaries to the justness of our method in 
classing the accounts to ascertain the different deduction, we shall not trouble 
Your Honours with a comment on that subject, as it needs only to be submitted 
to impartial judges; and with regard to what is said of Ally Boy, we shall only 
again refer to his petition. 

In answer to their defence against the 4th and 6th articles of our charge 
where they seem to lay some stress on an abstract which they can produce of 
such as are no ways their friends, relations or acquaintance and who nevertheless 
have been very slightly cut in their accounts. These we presume are taken 
from our third class called the rest of the sufferers. If this absWct be permitted, 
we must only beg leave to recalculate our abstract, when probably from the list 
which the Commissioners have now picked out, the deduction will appear to fall 
somewhat heavier than 60 per cent., and possibly upon such as are objects of 
charity and least able to bear it. 

We now proceed to the 8th article of their defence.. We shall not imme¬ 
diately determine upon the construction they would put on our charge, or to 
what effect they, with the rest of the natives, addressed Your Honours, but refer 
you to their remonstrance, and the answer of Omichund addressed to the Board; 
however, they seem to insist upon having (in consequence of an order from the 
Board) curtailed the account of Omichund in such a manner as they thought 
reasonable and just. This is a bold assertion of theirs, since we can prove that 
they never gave themselves the trouble of inspecting the account, but unani¬ 
mously agreed that each member should have a billet of paper given him and 
inscribe the sum he thought proper to allow, when the whole being packed together 
was divided by the number of the members then sitting; when their donation pro¬ 
duced current rupees (13,19,231), a sum no ways totisfactory to the propriety, 
having declared to us that he is ready to take his solemn oath that the whole 
of his demand is his just right, the Commissioners, however, by a satirical 
phrase seem ready to give up their opinions, being no ways averse to reject the 
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whole of the demand; this may appear somewhat self-interested though their 
phrase has in it too much levity and impertinence to he their own, but the worit 
of some ready penman, if we may judge from the general received opinion of 
the object and mean sentiments of the class we are now brought to contest, and 
indeed the whole Jentoo race. 

From the purport of the 7th article of our charge it will appear the efFect 
was entirely submitted, but as a rejoinder is now necessary, we beg leave to give 
it as our opinions that they could not justly be allowed this addition to their 
demands on the goods they received were what they recovered upon their 
return to Calcutta which put an end to the loss in consequence of the capture; 
it may further be proved they were at liberty to take the protection of other 
European powers in Bengal and have avoided the exaction of the Chouth; to 
this they may urge their properties in Calcutta and an expectation of the return 
of their benefactors, the English. From the whole it appears a voluntary loss 
of their own, if their properties detained them they thought it the best protect 
tion, if of an expectation for our return, they were traitors to the power whose 
protection they had accepted. 

To the 8th article of their defence against our charge w'e do not disallow, 
but that many have received restitution who had not pottahs by referring to 
Prawn Cofpree’s petition annexed; this is in part proved, but nevertheless if they 
were permitted a whole regiment almost are ready to wait upon Your Honour, 
who have been excluded tbe benefit of restitution, although they had pottahs or 
grants for land and tenement. Notwithstanding what we have urged in the 
7th article of our charge concerning Prawn Cofpree is not agreeable to our 
antagonists, we esteem him a person well deserving an hearing at the Board. To 
the insufficiency of their plea mentioned in our charge to which no defence is 
given, we refer to the list annexed of those allied or dependent on the Commis¬ 
sioners with their separate connections allowed by the Commissioners themselves 
when called before us. 

The purport of our 9th article and the reply of the Commissioners we sub- 
■ mit entirely to the judgment of the Board. 

Our adversaries now drawing to a conclusion declare that scarce any person 
has had his account passed without some degree of deduction, not having 
minutely examined the list of the sufferers which amount to above three 
thousand, we shall not pretend to deny their allegation, but it appears contra¬ 
dictory to what they declare in defence of the 4th and 6th articles of our 
charge. The caution which they seem inclined to give against an attention being 
given to the complaints of the sufferers we persuade ourselves is entirely insuffi¬ 
cient ; if the Board find a further enquiry necessary, many, we doubt not, aije 
ready to undertake the trouble that might ensue and receive the staff from our 
hands; presuming that we have already sufficiently acted our part of this busi¬ 
ness, and if our labour produces any good consequences to either party we shall 
think ourselves sufficiently recompensed. 

In their last article they would endeavour to support their equity in hav¬ 
ing rejected the accounts of many people because they acted under the Phous- 
dar of Calcutta; from what they mention of them we can only suppose them 
to have been the very lowest class of people who might have been misled, but 
it may not be an improper question to ask them why Cossenaut Kissendatt, 
Eamnidee, Durgaramseen, &c., who are thought men of sense and capacity, 
received the benefit of restitution, who do not appear to be more worthy objects. 

That we may not be thought from what has to represent these people as 
being entirely void of every sense of virtue, we beg to leave to return to their 
preamble, where they seem to preserve a kind of modesty in being desirous that 
if any fault should have been committed by them, it may be imputed to their 
error in judgment only, but before we conclude we request the liberty of relat¬ 
ing a few facts which have been proved to us, being corroborating circum¬ 
stances to this remonstrance, and which appear gross mistakes rather too palpable 
for an error in judgment only. 

Eamnidee Bonajee, a writer to the Committee, declares to us that Gonasbose, 
who is likewise a writer, did in the presence of himself and others desire of 
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Niln^mmy, one of the Commissioners and S^etaiy, to pass his accounts with¬ 
out deduction, informing him that it amounted to about Ks. 1,200, to which 
Nilmunny replied it was not customary and could not pass it for more than 
Bs. 800, W recommended it to him to alter his account to about Be. 1,500. 
which was accordingly dohe, and the accounts passed afterwards for Rs. 1,200 
agreeable to the first request of Gonasbose. Upon this information we 
immediately required the chests containing the original Bengal accounts to 
be brought to us which was accordingly done, but the account of Gonasbose 
was not to be found, nor the account of the Principal Commissioners, after much 
delay we received the accounts of Govindram Metre and Buttoo Sircar, but 
Sooberam Bysaak has never thought proper to observe our order for delivering 
his account, and from what we can learn he must have been guilty of very great 
fraud in his demand; the vile measures he has taken to asperse our characters 
by representing our conduct herein to have been entirely partial, we only 
look upon to be a mean stratagem of his to prevent his account and conduct 
being scrutinized into, knowing our own innocence. Besides, we cannot conceive 
in w^t view or light he would endeavour to place our conduct, from our haring 
espoused the cause of the poor and oppressed which can have no further self- 
interest in it than the inward satisfaction of having acted according to the 
dictates of justice and humanity. 

Upon the remonstrance of several people we called before us Nimchum 
Gosoy, who complains his account has been cut two-thirds; that he had applied 
for payment of the sum established by the Commissioners, but was put off to 
another day; that now he finds another person has been allowed to forge his 
name to his account and receive his dividend. Many have likewise complained 
to us that they had applied to know how much they were allowed of their 
demand but could never be informed, and that even when they were to receive 
their dividend could get no further answer than what they were now to receive 
was only part of the sum allowed them. A stratagem was likewise made use of 
to make many sign first to their demands annexed in the English copy which 
they could not understand, and if afterwards upon signing the Bengal accounts 
they declared any dissatisfaction, they were told they had already signed a 
receipt and might receive their money or not. 

In one part of the reply of our adversaries they seem dissatisfied that 
from our method of calculating their deduction they should appear to be put 
on a level by the list of their accounts; it will appear that none but Buttoo 
Sircar and Nilmonney can be aggrieved hereby, and were the account of the 
former to be carefully revised, it will appear the large deduction in his account 
is far from being unreasonable; the indulgence shown to the latter we esteem 
rather extravagant, when we consider his employ to be nothing more than a 
monthly writer under the banians of the Company’s warehouses or Buxey 
Ehannah. 

To show with what kind of justice the Commissioners must have proceed¬ 
ed in the passing accounts, we beg leave to relate the following circumstance 
received from the evidence of Ramnidee Bonajee, who declares and to which 
he is ready to swear, that one day when he came into the place where they 
examined accounts he found Ruttoo Sircar examining the accounts, on two 
or three of which amounting to Rs. 3,000 or 8,000 rupees and such like he had 
given his opinion very justly as this deponent thought; he showed them after 
wards to Sooberam Bysack, who told him he was much in wrong to pass these 
in such a manner, for should they go on to pass the accounts of the poor 
people for such laige sums what would then remain for themselves. Being 
desired to call upon Ramsantose who was one of the Commissioner then sitting 
to answer to the truth of this evidence, he evaded in the most trifling manner 
and refused to give us an answer upon oath, and we are thoroughly satisfied 
nothing further is necessary to prove the above unless it be than Eian Mullick 
be called upon at the same time. 

Bulleramdee complains that he delivered in his account for Rs. 1,602-8, but 
that in the book of demimd his claim is inserted only Rs. 602-8, out of which 
they have Rs. 302-8, allowing him only Rs. 300 for his whole demands; this 
hftB been proved to us from his and the Commissioners* accounts, to which the 
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latter plead an entire ignorance of the affair. From the evidence of Chumsure 
Gaculebose and others we find that directly after the capture of Calcutta by 
Suraja Doulah, guards were immediately placed upon the house of Govindram 
Metre, likewise upon his goods and effects lodged in the Factory; that sometime 
after he was taken up at Hughley when everything was brought to account; 
the particulars and value now standing’ publicly entered in the Government 
hooks, the whole amounting to Ils.60,000, for which he has delivered in a demand 
of above one lac forty thousand for what was lodged in the fort only, and for 
what was lost from his own house he estimates at above two lacs, which appears 
from most of his accounts delivered in to the Commissioners, were the most 
exorbitant prices are put on many articles. 

Our first remonstrance, which we find was rather too concise, will now 
appear to have been supported from the strong evidence of many people and 
not delivered from any chimerical opinion of our own, wherefore should it still 
appear insufficient, we beg those whose evidence we have received and the Com¬ 
missioners themselves may be put upon their oaths and each support their own 
cause; as we beg to be excused being put upon a level with those people whom 
by the favour of Your Eon’ble employers we hope shortly to look upon in a very 
indifferent light, and even now esteem such a contention an unworthy and dis¬ 
agreeable office, nevertheless we should be pleased to find those whose conduct 
we disapproved could be convinced of our equity in the sentiments we had 
given which we declare have not been aimed to recommend ourselves to any 
person or society in particular, but to the world in general which includes all 
men and all societies or parties. If we have dwelt too long upon this affair, we hope 
it will not only be attributed to the above motive, but likewise from our being 
thus explicit, we have endeavoured to show our readiness in complying with 
Your Honours’ orders even in affairs that do not immediately concern the Hon’ble 
Company’s business so long as we are properly supported. 

We are, with all due respect, 

Hon’ble Sib and Sirs, 

Your most obedient humble servants, 

William Rider, 

A. William Senior. 


Calcutta, 

The 16th September 1758. 


] 


F.S. —Mr. Johnstone being absent on his appointment from the Board 
some of the Commissioners insist that their estimates are on account of their 
relations as well as themselves; but from the general list of sufferers it will 
appear that many who are their relations have delivered in separate accounts, 
and that the Commissioners themselves have delivered in separate accounts for 
others. 


Copy of Oily Boy's petition. 

To Messrs. Eider, Johnstone and Senior. 

Gentlemen, —The humble petition of Mahomud Oily Boy inhabitant and 
merchant of the town of Calcutta in Bengal. 

Showeth, —^That your petitioner was nominated and appointed as one of 
the Commissioners for examining the estimate of losses sustained by the Bengr, 
and Jentoo inhabitants at the unhappy capture of Calcutta, but ever since he 
was nominated and appointed was taken sick, insomuch that it rendered your 
petitioner incapable of giving his attendance in the respective committees, 
which illness continued upon him to this day; and during the examining the 
affairs and at the time of your petitioner’s illness by order of the other twelve 
Commissioners they did bring to your petitioner several papers to sign, which 
papers your petitioner did sign though sick in bed, and when somewhat re¬ 
covered of this illness he thought proper to wait and give his attendance at 
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the Committee, but on his coming there found that it was over and all the 
accounts enclosed, likewise that you, gentlemen, was appointed to re-examine 
the same. 

Now your petitioner most humbly begs leave to intimate to you gentle¬ 
men that he resided in Calcutta in the quality of a merchant for the twenty 
years and upwards, and being one of those unfortunate sufferers by the un¬ 
happy capture of Calcutta whose estimate of losses your most humble peti¬ 
tioner did deliver into the aforesaid Committee, which estimate amounted to 
thirty-four thousand four hundred and fifty-seven rupees, a just account of 
the same together with very creditable witnesses he is ready to produce. But 
so it is, may it please you gentlemen, that your petitioner was no ways interest¬ 
ed in the behalf of the abovesaid Commissioners, and some of them being his 
inveterate enemies readily embraced the opportunity of revenging themselves 
by curtailing your petitioner’s estimate of losses to seventeen thousand rupees, 
to the great prejudice of his right and property, and your petitioner most 
humbly prays that your goodness will extend so far as to cause the said 
accounts to be examined, whereby it will manifestly appear the great injury 
your petitioner has or will suffer; and in taking his hard case into your most 
serious consideration; your petitioner, as in duty bound, shall ever pray. 


Copy of Prawn Coppree*8 petition. 

To Msssbs. Rider, Johnstone and Senior. 

Gentlemen, —That your petitioner begs to have the same justice rendered 
him as these seven people— 

Sooberam Paulit, 

Monohor Koberage, 

Perboram Koberage, 

Gapaul Gooptoo, 

Kamcauntoo Brampny, 

Govindram Padan, 

Mohur Mocoot, 

who are not inhabitants of Calcutta, yet have received restitution with others. 
But your petitioners on that account is excluded, therefore begs you, gentlemen, 
will take it into consideration and render to this poor petitioner the justice of 
having his restitution, in which benevolent favour shall pray for your success 
and welfare; and your petitioner, as in duty bound, shall ever pray for the same. 

PRAWN COPPREE. 


Copy of Mamkissore^spetition. 

To Messrs, Rider, Johnstone and Senior. 

The humble petition of Ramkissore, Gomostah to Monseram Gose. 

. Htimblt Shbweth,-?— That your petitioner delivered in his constituents 
estimate of losses to the Commissioners appointed for examining the losses of 
the natives by the capture of Calcutta, which estimate the said Pommissioners 
rejected on false and groundless pretences, and will neither allow your peti¬ 
tioner’s constituent Monseram Gose any restitution, nor return the said estimate 
to your petitioner, all which actings and doings your petitioner conceives to be 
contrary to equity and good conscience, and humbly prays for relief in the pre¬ 
mises from your goodness; and your petitioner, as in duty bound, shall ever 
pray, and so forth. 


RAMKISSORE. 
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Alstraet of the CommUnonere^ Account. 


Karnes. 

Demands. 

Deductions. 







Bs. 

a. 

p- 

Bs. a. 

P- 

Govindram and Rogroo Metre. 

• 

a 

a 

a 

4,12,680 

5 

0 

87,680 5 

0 

Soberam Bjsack • 

• • 

• 

a 

• 

ft 

4,41,278 

9 

7 

66,278 9 

7 

Ally Boy . 

• • 

a 

• 

a 

a 

34,457 

0 

0 

17,457 0 

0 

Battoo Sircar . 

a a 

a 

a 

a 

a 

1,80,822 

3 

0 

40,822 .3 

0 

Sookdeb Mallick • 

a a 

a 

a 

a 

a 

50,942 

8 

0 

10,942 K 

0 

Nian Mallick 

a 

a 

a 

a 

a 

43,922 

0 

0 

5,922 0 

0 

Diaram Bose 

a a 

• 

• 

a 

a 

5,153 

0 

0 

1,153 14 

6 

Nilmony . 

a a 

a 

• 

a 

ft 

28,113 

0 

0 

10,113 14 

0 

Hanikissen Tagoor 

• • 

a 

a 

• 

a 

18,788 

2 

0 

3,788 2 

0 

Durgaram Butt . 

a a 

a 

a 

• 

a 

647 

0 

0 

100 0 

0 

Ramsantose 

a a 

a 

a 

ft 

a 

6,410 

0 

0 

910 1 

0 

Mahmud Suddock 

a a 

a 

a 

ft 

a 

2,716 

0 

0 

1 0 

0 

Ayer Noody , 

a a 

a 

a 

% 

a 







Deductions about 16 per cent. 

12,20,429 

11 

7 

1,94,669 9 

1 


Names of those said to he favoured on account of their connections with the Commissioners, 


Karnes. 

Demands. 

Deductions. 

Allied to or dependent on 




RSa 

a. 

P- 

Bs 

a. 

P- 


Chitondass . . 

ft 

ft 

1,702 

0 

0 

302 

0 

0 

To Buttoo Sircar. 

Dolob Lucky . 

a 

a 

) 







Cannant Murry . 

ft 

ft 

J- 8,233 

11 

0 

1,233 

11 

0 

To Soberam Bysack. 

Charm Bysack . 

ft 

ft 

i 







Curoy Bissas . . 

a 

ft 

5,983 

4 

0 

1,983 

4 

0 

A cooly belonging 










to Metre. 

Gonas Bose • a 

ft 

a 

1,517 

1 

0 

317 

1 

0 

A writer to the Cora- 










mittee. 

Bamdeb Metre . 

ft 

a 

7,313 

8 

0 

1,813 

8 

0 

To Metre, but died 










in 1747. 

Sookdeb Metre . 

ft 

a 

2,380 

4 

0 

880 

4 

0 

To Metre, but died 










four years. 

Ruttom a a 

ft 

a 

3,152 

4 

0 

662 

4 

0 

Mistress to Metre. 

IjSklltft a a • 


a 

2,419 

10 

0 

419 

10 

0 

Do. 

Hubby Raun a 


ft 

3,577 

12 

0 

677 

12 

0 

Do. 

Bajaram Falith . 


a 

4,215 

12 

0 

1,015 

12 

0 

To Soberam By- 










sack. 

Durgaram Beda Longer 


ft 

3,091 

0 

0 

519 

0 

0 

On Metre. 

Durgaram Surmat « 


• 

532 

15 

0 

132 

15 

0 

Do. 

Lill Mony Chaudree 


• 

710 

4 

0 

160 

4 

0 

Do. 

Harryam Gose 


• 

890 

8 

0 

90 

0 

0 

To Metre. 

Boncharam Sircar a 


f 

646 

0 

0 

96 

0 

0 

Writer to the Com- 










mittee. 

Luckicond Gose 


ft 

319 

10 

0 




To Metre. 

ISiian Dass Dobah • 


ft 

1,667 

5 

0 

467 

5 

0 

To Buttoo Sircar. 

Gungamdutt Tattee a 


ft 

2,513 

2 

0 

513 

2 

0 

On Soberam By- 










sack, 

Bindabund and Tallichund 

ft 

12,395 

4 

0 

, 2,895 

4 

0 

To Ruttoo Sircar. 

Gopuchurn Bysack . 

» 

ft 

4,056 

6 

0 

1,056 

6 

0 

To Soberam By¬ 










sack. 

Ramkissore Chiickerbutty 

a 

• 

1,421 

0 

0 

401 

0 

0 

On Metre. 

Badacond Boy 

ft 

ft 

876 

12 

0 

176 12 

0 

To Nilmony. 

Ramsancar Sircar 

ft 

ft 

1,140 

4 

0 

240 

4 

0 

To Ramsantose. 

Reyokissore Surmur 

ft 

ft 

2,198 

4 

0 

698 

4 

0 

To Nilmony. 




73,453 

12 

0 

16,733 

10 

0 

Deductions about 38 










per cent. 


N. ctLeis of this class might be taken from the General List. 
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Fort William, 2nd October 1758. 

Ax A Gonsitlxaxiok, psesbkt : 

Thb Hon’blb Bobbbt Guvb, Bsq., Prendent. 

William Watts, Esq. 

Ghablbs Manningham, Esq. 

Mbssbs. Fbabebs. 

William Fbanklaio). 

Matthew Gollett. 

William Maceett. 

* 

Thomas Boddam. 

Yesterday we received two letters from Mr. Warren Hastings, dated at 
Morandbang, the 25th and 27th ultimo, the first informing us he had received 
our letter of the 30th of August and that he shall use all possible dispatch in 
collecting the several balances of the Gompany’s tuncaws; that the Nabob’s 
late visit to Galcutta whither he carried most of the princip^ Assamees with 
him together with the chaises in the Badshawy and other zemindaries have 
caused great delay in his business; that m his last he advised us the balances 
remaining of the last sixth amounted to Bs. 10,76,512>14'9, since which he 
understands that the Burdwan, Nuddea and Hughly revenues have been trans¬ 
ferred to Nundcomar’s charge at Hughly; that he has already received from 
Nuddea Bs. 88,556-2*3 which makes the remainder of that account to 
be now Bs. l,16,436-12-9, and that the balance due from Burdwan is Bs. 
3,60,642-1-9; that the zemindars of Tomolook, Mysoddub and Gk>omgur pretend 
tl^t the balance of their tuncaws have been received already or claimed by 
Nundcomar; that the remainder of the Tomolook and Goomgur tuncaws, sup¬ 
posing the latter to be transferred to Nundcomar, are Bs. 31,666-7-6, the bsilance 
of Nuddea and Burdwan, Bs. 4,77,078-14-6, to which he begs leave to add 
due from Nundcomar Bs. 2,000, in all Bs. 6,10,745-6; this amount by our per¬ 
mission he shall credit by Nundcomar to be accounted for by him with us; that 
if any of the remaining tuncaws are to be transferred to Nundcomar’s charge he 
desires will acquaint him of it. That Mr. Scrafton informed him BoyduUub 
would be responsible for the amount of Bs. 84,258-15 due from Mittichund and 
Mittungoy Burru, which he desired might be. deducted from his account of com¬ 
mission ; that if we approved of it he would transfer it to BoyduUub’s account; 
that Omedroy has sent him an account of the revenues, &c., due to the Gov¬ 
ernment from the Company’s lands, amounting to Bs. 1,98,423-1-0; that there 
is due also from the Grovemmeut to the Company Bs. 83,705 which was paid by 
the Burdwan Vakeels on the Funeah account, Coniubeharry, the late Boyroyan, 
hut properly belonged to the Company’s tuncaw. This sum together with Bs. 
5,448-15 being the balance of the Euttijungpoor tuncaw for which the Boyroyan 
is responsible amounting both together to Bs. 89,153-15, the Royroyon desires 
may be deducted from the above amount due from the Company, and that the 
remainder, otz., Bs. 1,09,269-2, may he paid into the treasury; that if this 
meets with our approbation, he begs we will advise him thereof, and he will credit 
the balance of the Euttijungpoor account by the Hon’ble Company. His letter 
of the 27th mentions that he has lately discovered what he Conceives to be a 
great defect in the Company’s present title to the new lands granted to them 
by the late treaty with the Nabob. That he understands those lands at present 
are held only by virtue of the Nabob’s perwannah, but no sunnud has vet been 
granted for them, nor have they been duly enter^ into the Canongoe4 Books, 
as the zemindary of the Company, being styled therdn the Mudankhulet (or 
lands possessed by the English Company), as we may observe in the account 
enclose in his last, in which they are so named, as being a copy from the Canon- 
goe’s Books. That this distinction may hereafter prove a subject of great con¬ 
tention if proper measures are not taken to prevent it in time; that the Nabob’s 
perwammh wul, he doubts, not be of sufficient validity during his life, but can 
be of no force with his successors if they choose to dispute it. That he appre- 

652 D» . 
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bends there can be no difficulty in obtaining a sunnnd for tbe zemindarry of 
the Hon’ble Company’s lands, though it may not be so easily effected if too 
long deferred. And it may then look like a *new demand and will be most 
probably called such, especially if we should lose any part of our present influ¬ 
ence with the Goremment. 

Agreed, we write to Mr. Warren Hastings and acknowledge the receipt of 
both the aboyementioned letters; that we approve of the attention he has paid 
to the Company’s affairs, and that Gossinaut (who has been employed lately on 
the services of the lands) shall be sent to him shortly for that purpose; that to 
Hundcomar we have given orders only to receive the tuncaws of Bnrdwan, 
l^uddea, and Hughly, forbidding him to interfere in any oilier affairs; that en¬ 
closed we send him translate of a letter from our Gomastah at Sonamookie, with 
a narrative of a disturbance which happened at Cuttnagore by memis of Sham- 
paul; that we beg he will strictly enquire into this affair ^d inform us of the 
result, and that if Shampaul be the aggressor he send him down to Calcutta; that 
our Gomastah at Malda complained some time ago of some interruption and insult, 
of which we informed Mr. Scrafton, who wrote us before he left Muzadavad 
that a Sontabardar was to be sent with a proper authority to give a clearance 
to our business and redress our Gomastah; but as no such person has l^n sent, 
the Malda Gomastah still complains of the same interruption; that we direct 
him to apply to the Nabob for a Sontabardar being sent with orders to prevent 
any occasion for these complaints, and that we request he will inform the Malda 
Gomastah when the Sontaburdar sets out. 


Fort William, 16th October 1758. 

At a Gonsxjltatiok, pbesekt: 

The Hon’ble Eobebt Clive, Esq., President . 

. Ghables Manningham, Esq., 

Messbs. Feabkes. 

William Ebaneland. 

Matthew Collett. 

William Mackbtt. 

Thomas Boddam. 

Tbe CoDsoltatioQs of tbe 9tb and 12tb instant being wrote fair were now read, approved, and 

signed. 

The quantity of gunpowder we now have being so very inconsiderable that 
were the French to arrive in the river we should greatly deficient in that 
article. 

Agreed, we write to the subordinates directing them to the ruftking of 
gunpowder, and endeavour to get the merchants to contract to make that article 
for us, and when any is made to send us down muster thereof. 

Agreed, we write to Mr. Hastings at Moraudbaug and inform him that 
Gossinaut is now sent up to assist him in settling the affair of the lands; that he 
carries with him all papers necessary thereto, with instructions that in case he 
should have occasion to apply to the Durbar, to lend him all the assistance in 
his power. 


Fort William, 14th October 1758. 

At a Committee, pbesent: 

Paul B.ichabi> Feabees, Esq. 

Thomas Boddam, Esq. 

Mb. Culling Smith. 

The Hon’ble the President and Council having great ccmfidence in your 
abilities and ezpenence in the business of the lands, have thought fit to 
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appoint you to act in that behalf under Mr. ^a^ings to settle the yearly reye- 
nues to be paid to the Nabob and other affdrs relative to the lan^, you are 
to set ont|unmediately after the Dassarah, and these following are our directions 
for your conduct. 

You carry with you an account of the yearly revenue due to the Nabob on 
tbe country extending from Banquebasar Greek and along the banks of Noway 
Nulla till joining with the Biddedor (being the ancient limits of the Pnrgannah 
of Calcutta) to the south as far as Gorry Tarrey Greek as estimated in the King’s 
Book, by the accounts from the Hughly Ganongoe. Though our treaty with 
the Nabob expresses from Calcutta southward to Oulpee, yet the above mentioned 
limits to the north and north-east may nevertheless be explained to be within 
the bounds prescribed by the said treaty as being witmn the purgannah of 
Calcutta. Our meaning is not that you should insist on this in behalf of the 
Hon’ble Company as what they have a right to, but if the Nabob can be made 
sensible, it will be no loss to him, as we shall pay him the usual rents; and if he is 
willing to yield it up to the Hon’ble Company, it will be a very advantageous 
acquisition. To effect this you are to try every method to gain those to your inter¬ 
est that have influence at the Darbar, and if presents are found necessary to win 
them to you, we permit you to go as far as a year’s revenue of the said lands. 
Before you enter on your negociation you must sound the minds of those you 
are to treat with on this subject, and if you And a prospect of success include 
it in your flrst proposals, but if you And any very strenuous opposition then 
defer it to the last, lest it clog your whole negociation. The owner of 8ook- 
chur is a great favourite of both the Nabob and his son; you must pacify him 
with assurances that he shall keep possession, paying the same rents to the 
Company as to the Nabob. As this is the most difficult part of your negocia¬ 
tion we rely on your address in the conduct of it. 

But finally if you cannot obtain this important point, you are then to form 
your demands agreeable to the Canongoe’s accounts already sent to Muxada- 
vad, and copy of which you carry with you. You cannot enter properly on 
your business till you have settled what is justly due on that part of the Beliah 
Bussandra which falls within the Company’s limits. You have with you copy 
of the papers sent to Muxadavad hy which it appears to the whole purganna 
containing 700 villages and pays B.8.1,08,000, of which 122 villages in the Com¬ 
pany’s limits are rated at Rs. 42,000, a disproportion that carries strong appear¬ 
ances of injustice to the Company; we sh^l not limit what expense you are to 
go to to obtain a favourable partition, leaving that to the discretion of Mr. Has¬ 
tings to whose advice you are to pay the greatest regard, nor are you to dispose 
of any of the Company’s money without his consent and approbation. Having 
previously settled these two points you are then to enter on the service for 
which you are immediatly sent up, that is, to settle what rents the Company 
are to pay for the whole 23 pergunnahs. You have with you the accounts 
taken from the Canongoe’s book hy which the rents due to the Nabob both for 
Colsah and Nagner exclusive of Beliah Bussandra are rated at Es. 2,11,366-9-23. 
But we think the Hon’ble Company may claim several deductions as the treaty 
with the Nabob expresses they are to pay only what appears on the King’s 
books. 

The first article is the Abrab Phousdary Be. 1,12,316-6; you have with you 
the accounts of the revenues of each purgannah as paid by the late possessors, 
by which you will observe how this imposition has arose. By the Canongoes’ 
books it appears an addition to the original rents, and must Ifts avoided, if you 
can, and it is left to you to adjust with the head Ganongoe. The Nazarana 
Fhousdary amounts to Bs. 3,448-67, is of the same kind as the preceding 
article and will be determined by you with Canongoes. 

Izaffa* is an increase of the revenues of Morawchan^ee, Surr and Shawpore. 
As by thq papers ^rou car^ with you, you will see this to be an arbitrary 
imposition laid on in the times of Sujah Cawn and Ally Yeerde Cawn, you are 
to struggle hard for this abatement and not to ^ve it up without our mders. 

•IziCTAt properly IzivA, IzivAT, vernacolarly' IjUbI or IjIssat, oormptly, Szafa, Bzai^, 'Bzksnr, InereMe, 
aagmenialion; any incnase in tbe amount of revenue received from a eonat^, wbefcfaer tnm improved or additional 
cnltivationi or from an enhanced rate of aeeeasinent; increaae of revenue from any additimal aoureea; giant of ait 
entixe villafi^» greeted rent-free aa an extra allowanoe totheddeflieredxlaty village or distrietfddeer. 
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Sudy Jaghir, Bs. 43,7514.3^r la aiiarbiist^ Imposition laid on in tbe time 
of iBy Yeoi^ Gawn on the following pui^nnahs* 


Bkbanpoor . 
Amitabad 
Hatihuig:ar . 
Mozda • 

Cakutta . 


. . . 2,684 6 40 

. . . 1,426 18 24 

. . ‘ 26,026 1 41 

. , . 8,404 5 63 

. . , 4,209 9 71 


Total . 42,751 13 69 


Befcnre Sujah Gawn’s time a proportion of these pui^nnabs was assigned 
as a jaghire from Delhi for the pay or salaries of the Sonbahs of Bengal, but in 
his reign one-half of the amount was again transferred to the Boyal Ti^ury. 
In Ally Yeerde Gawn’s time he exchanged his jaghires in these ptu^nmdis for 
Bogglepoor, and transferred the original rents thereof into the King’s books, but 
at the same time laid on an additional tax on these puigunnahs of 42,751-13-69 
which he never brought into the King’s books, but retained as his own 
profit. This extortion has been the ruin of these lands which are now a loss to 
the possessors. If the whole is not deducted, you must compromise the affair in 
the best manner you can; but you am not to yield up any part of this without 
our orders. 

On the representation of the zemindars of their inability to pay the above 
impositions of Aboab Fho^dary, Nazarana, Izaffa and Sawai, f the Nabob 
granted them a deduction of Rs. 12,192-5-44, from the foot of their ac¬ 
count which has continued ever since under the name of Tuckseese. If the 
Nabob yields up all the above demands to the Company then they have no 
right to this deduction. This therefore is to be given in proportion to the 
cessions made by the Nabob. 

There is a duty collected on salt in the purgunnah of Hattiagurr which 
is at present dependent on the BuxJ Bunder.§ Ton are to enquire what it pro¬ 
duces to the Nabob, and procure it to be added to the rents on the lands, 
and the collecting of that duty to be vested in the Company and not in the 
Bux Bundery. The I jarhraship of the Kadzee and Mufti’s posts must be vested 
in the Company, and the present produce therefore added to the rents due to 
the Nabob. 

The Nabob will probably demand theChouth levied on account of the forces 
raised against the Marattas, petty taxes on the Zemindars for feeding his ele¬ 
phants and several of his household expenses; but these are by no means to be 
allowed of as being without the treaty which expressly says the Company are 
only to pay what the lands rated at in the King’s books. By our treaty with 
the Nabob he grants to the Company 600 yards without the Maratta Ditch, 
and all within the said ditch rent-free. You have with you the estimate of 
what is to deducted on that account to be given up. 

The ground rent paid to Hnghley agreeable to the Fhirmaund to be con¬ 
tinued. 

You will also remember the trifling claims of Nankar Mintuche and 
Mohurare which are deductions allowed by the Zemindars on settling their 
accoimts. 

Having finally adjusted all these claims and stated the sum which the 
Hon’ble Company are to pay for the lands, you are to demand the Nabob’s 
sannud for them, and to take particular care that it be conceived in the most 
expressive terms and such-choice of words as will admit of no future alter¬ 
cations. 

f SAwify SAWjkfAf A qaart&p more, an excess of a fonrth, that which is more by a fourth: interest j^t a rate of 25 
per cent. 

f Box, properly Bakhshi« Bnhhshe^ oormptly, Bnxy, Bnxey, H. A paymast.er, an officer whose especial duty It 
was also to ke^ an account of all disbursements connect^ with military tennres, as those of Hansabdars and Jagii^s. 
Paymasto of the forces. Under the Mqpd system^ frequently one with the Gommander-in-Chief. Bakshi, Earn. 
A snperior Magistrate. A snperintendent of rerenne officers, Mysore. 

§ Bandar, Bandar, H. A port» a harbonrs an emporiam. In Bengal, alao^ a market, a mart. 

Bhah-handar, Harboor or Cnstom-mBstar. 
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Bendes tlie lands granted us as above the Honourable Company bad a 
grant of 38 villages by the Boyal Phirmaund, which is confirmed by our treaty 
with Meet Jaf&r. It is not our meaning to claim the execution of this grant, 
but that you keep it in reserve when you come to plead for the Zemindars, 
who are turned out of the lands by the Nabob’s treaty with the Company, but 
which you are not to do till you have adjusted all disputes with the Nabob, 
when you may offer to yield the Company’s claims to such of the villages as 
are on the other side of the river in behalf of such of the said Zemindars who 
have already received no satisfication. 

Observe, you are not to act as principal in pleading for these Zemindars, 
nor are you to put the Company to any expense on their account, but only to 
propose such methods as may occur you to prevent their utter ruin. 

You are to correspond with us and to give us constant information of all 
your proceedings. You must recommend the utmost parsimony and frugality 
the nature of your employ will admit of. 

Always refiect on the great reputation you will acquire by a prudent 
management of this important affair, and be assured of a suitable reward. 

Calcutta, ) 

The 16th October 1758. ) 

Port William, 6th November 1768. 

At a Consultation, peesent : 

The Hon*£LE Eobeet Clive, Esq., Tresident. 

William Watts, Esq. 

Chaeles Manningham, Esq. 

Eichaed Bechee, Esq. 

Messes. Peaeees. 

William Peaneland. 

Matthew Collett. 

William Maokbtt. 

This morning we received a letter from the Banish Governor and Council 
dated at Predericnagore, the 1st November, complaining of our having block* 
aded their colony. ^_ 


Port William, 23rd November 1758. 

At a Consultation, peesent: 

The Hon’ble Eobeet Clive, Esq., President. 

William Watts, Esq. 

Chaeles Manninohasi, Esq. 

Eichaed Bechee, Esq. 

Messes. Peaeees. 

William Peaneland. 

Matthew Collett. 

T. Z. Holwell. 

William Macebtt. 

Thomas Boddam. 

Agreed, we write to Mr. Hastings and inform him that Cossinaut has 
received orders to transact nothing concerning the lands but through his 
means and with his approbation. 

W. MACKETT. 

E. BECHEE. 

W. PEANELAND. 

T. Z. HOLWELL. 


662 F. O. 
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Calcutta, the 23rd November 1758. 

Gentlemen, —It is -with much concern I find some of the memhers of 
this Board have minuted in consultation their resolution of returning to 
Europe hy some of the ships of the approaching season, and more so that others 
who have both health and abilities to serve the Company upon this most interes- 
ting occasion have the same intentions. 

If affluence of circumstances could warrant such a step, I had before this 
been one of the many now preparing to enjoy in their native country the fruits 
of our success at Flassey, surely there is no one can plead stronger incite¬ 
ments. 

X need not call to your consideration the nomination of you hy rotation 
to the Government hy the Eardwiche ; the gentlemen in rotation added to the 
whole Board seeing the many bad consequences which must ensue from 
such an appointment, requested I would take charge of the Presidency till a 
successor was nominated from home; although I bad some reasons to think 
myself slighted at that time by the Court of Directors (which reasons are now 
entirely removed), I accepted the offer made me with great readiness, and 
resolved to do my utmost in a service to which my fortune and reputation was 
entirely owing. The great regard shown by you, gentlemen, to the good of this 
country in particular in so generously sacrificing the honour and advantage of 
your stations to the interest of the Company must and always will do you great 
honour with the Court of Directors; influenced by your zeal and expressions of 
gratitude to the Company, I undertook the charge of Government with pleasure, 
expecting from the known abilities of some of the memhers of this Board such 
assistance in the mercantile branch of affairs as might enable me to perform 
the offices of my station with reputation to myself and advantage to my em¬ 
ployers. How great then must he my disappointment to find that many of 
those from whon I expected the most are upon the point of quitting the 
service. In saying thus much, I cannot avoid casting my eyes upon Messrs. 
Manningham and Frankland, and I am fully persuaded that a true sense of the 
great utility of their services at this critical juncture will induce those gentle¬ 
men to continue in India till such time as some of the junior servants are 
better qualified to take their seats at this Board; and I do request this of them 
in the name of the Company. I cannot say anything, that will redound more 
to the honour of the rest of the gentlemen of the Board, than that they have 
shown their zeal for the Company by their continuance in their service without 
making any minutes at all. 

I must now acquaint the Board I thought a final appointment from Eng¬ 
land, and of course a cessation of my authority in Bengal, would have admitted 
of returning to Europe a twelve-month ago, but intestine troubles in the coun¬ 
try and the situation of affairs in general have detained me till the arrival of 
the London and Warren, hy which ships I find the Court of Directors have done 
me the honour to appoint me to the Presidency of Bengal, accompanied with 
such marks of regard and esteem as have induced me to continue 14 or 16 
months longer in India; hy which time I persuade myself the treaty with the 
Nabob will be fulfilled, the fortifications in a state of defence, and such a force 
arrived from England as may secure to the Company their valuable acquisitions: 
these three objects are what I have always had much at heart, and if they can 
be completed, I flatter myself the Court of Directors will think I have 
answered their expectations and will approve of my returning to Europe to 
6”joy the fruits of war which has been carried on for upwards of eleven years 
almost without intermission. 

1 cannot close this letter without doing that justice to Mr. Watts which 1 
think his great services entitled him to; that gentleman at the manifest hazard 
of his life brought to perfection the treaty with the new Nabob and other great 
men of the Darbar and sent it down to Calcutta to be put in execution; that 
gentleman attf nded the army throughout the long expedition to Patna in which 
his knowledge of the language and of the natives in general has been of great 
service to the Company. I could not say less in favour of one'who I think 
has had just cause given him for resigning the service. I must also do Mr. 
Becher the justice to say that nothing but his ill state of health would l^ive 
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induced him to return to England at this jimoiure. This fact I believe is known 
to the whole Board as well as myself. 

1 have the honour to be, 
with great esteem, 

Gektlembk, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

Calcutta, BOBEBI CLIVE. 

The 23rd November 1758, 

Fort William, 24th November 1768. 

At a Consultation, present : 

The Hon’ble Bobert Clive, Esq., President. 

William Watts, Esq. 

Charles Manninohah, Esq. 

Bichard Becher, Esq. 

Messrs. William Franexand. 

T. Z. Holwell. 

William Mackett. 

The Book of Standing Orders laying upon the table. 

The Consultation of the 23rd being wrote fair was now read, approved, and signed. 

Beceived a letter from Mr. Hastings at Moraudbaug, dated the 20th instant 
informing ns that by order of the Governor he has paid the Nabob one lac o, 
rupees on account the Calcutta land; that a few days after the Nabob desired himf 
to pay another lac on the same account, and intimated a request of a loan of two 
lacs of rupees which he would repay the Company with the customary interest; 
that as the first demand appeared reasonable, and it being of the utmost conse¬ 
quence at this juncture to keep on good terms with the Nabob he had paid the 
other two lacs of rupees, which he hopes will meet with our approbation; that 
by the enclosed account we may observe that after the deduction of the above 
two sums there still remains a balance due to the Nabob; that in case the Nabob 
should again mention anything concerning the proposal for borrowing two lacs 
of rupees of the Company, he begs we will favour him with our orders; that the 
greatest difficulty in the settlement of the Couipany’s lands are happily sur¬ 
mounted, and that he hopes shortly to settle the rest. 

Ordered, the account mentioned in Mr. Eastings’ letter to be entered after 
this day’s proceedings. 

It being represented to the Board that the French prisoners are in great 
want of clothes to keep themselves warm this cold season. 

Agreed, they be clothed and bills taken upon the Council at Pondicherry 
for their amount. 

The Commissary at the request of the French Agents applies to the Board 
that an allowance of two rupees per month may be made the French prisoners. 

Ordered, the Commissary to pay them that allowance and take bills from 
the Agents on the Council at Pondicherry for the alms. 


Fort William, 27th November 1768. 

To—The Hoe'ble Bobsbt Clivb, Esq., President and Governor, &c., Conncil 
of Fort William. 

Hon’ble Sir and Sirs, —The just sense we entertain of our Hon’ble 
Masters* good intentions towards us, and the ready obedience we shall always 
pay to their commands, are considerations which would make us submit to the 
greatest hardships without murmur or discontent, yet notwithstanding we must 
beg leave to remonstrate to Your Honour, &c., the manifest prejudice which our 
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healths and constitutions must sustain from the being obliged to lay aside 
palanquins, and how detrimental it may prove to us in the execution of the 
Hon’ble Company’s business, circumstances which we hope will so far con¬ 
vince Tour Honours, &o., of the real necessity of this expense, as that we may 
have your permissions for continuing them. This request is (we flatter our¬ 
selves) of so reasonable a nature, and so little tending to extravagance, that you 
will be pleased to grant us your assents, which on all occasions we shall testify 
as the highest obligation conferred on, 

Hon’ble Sib and Sibs, 

Tour most obedient humble servants, 

F. CHARLTON. 

C. ROGERS. 

O. WEBB. 

S. HOWITT. 

S. WILLIAMSON. 

P. M. DACRES. 

E. OAKES. 

R. SKINNER. 

H. V. N. TORRIA'NS. 

Calcutta, R. BAR WELL. 

Ihe S7th November 1758. j T. HARRIS. 

Port William, the 30th November 1768. 

At a Consultation, pbesent : 

The Hon’ble Robebt Clive, Esq., President. 

William Watts, Esq. 

Chables Manningham, Esq. 

Richabd Becheb, Esq. 

Messbs. Peabeies. 

William Pbankland. 

T. Z. Holwbll. 

William Mackbtt. 

Thomas Boddam. 

Having maturely considered the letter of the junior servants, and finding 
their request not altogether unreasonable, we have permitted them to keep 
palanquins during the hot season and rains until the offices and apartments in 
the new fort are finished. _ 

Port William, 6th December 1768. 

At a Consultation, pbesent : 

The Hon’ble Robebt Clive, Esq., President. 

William Watts, Esq. 

Chables Manningham, Esq. 

Richabd Becheb, Esq. 

Mbssbs. Peabees. 

William Pbankland. 

T. Z. Holwell. 

William Mackett. 

Thomas Boddam. 

The President delivers in a letter to the Board in regard to the military 
gentlemen who lately resigned their commissions by reason of being superseded. 
Ordered his letter to be entered. 
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To—^The Gentlemen of the Council of Foii William. 

Obntlembn, —A complaint having been laid before you by the Captain, 
who have lately resigned your service of their having been superseded, the 
which they allege as the pretext for their having taken such a step, I think it 
incumbent upon me, though I am persuaded you are carefully convinced of the 
injustice of the complaint, to take some notice thereof for the information of the 
gentlemen at home who may not so thoroughly understand the affair. 

The remonstrating Captains have either wilfully or ignorantly greatly mis¬ 
represented the nature of superseding; an officer cannot be said to be superseded 
unless one of inferior rank to himself in the same corps be put over his head; 
now I can safely aver that I never during the whole of my command have 
done so by any officers, except in the case of Captain Lieutenant Wagner, to 
whom I refused giving a vacant company as 1 did not think him deserving 
thereof. 

The incorporation of the troops having been determined on as a necessary 
measure, the several officers of the three different establishments being now united 
were of course to take rank according to the dates of their respective com¬ 
missions in the same manner as the officers of different corps in His Majesty’s 
service when they happen to meet. Now as Captain Gowen had been ordered 
here by the Presidency of Bombay to take the command of their detachment, 
without their knowing that such incorporation was to take plape, it is evident 
they could have no design of injuring the officers of this establishment as has 
been injuriously represented; and therefore to have sent him back after having 
been so* formally ordered here would have been the highest indignity to the 
Council of Bombay as well as to the gentleman himseU, and as he remained 
here he had an undoubted right to maintain that rank which the seniority of 
his commission gave him. 

Captains Scottney and Plaction have likewise stated their cases very unfairly. 
The gentlemen whom they allege to have been put over them were officers 
from His Majesty’s Regiment, whom at Colonel Forde’s particular request you 
were pleased to appoint Captains upon your establishment. Previous to the 
incorporation Captains Scottney and Plaction belonged to the Madras Corps, and 
therefore had no right to complain as they were no ways injured by such 
appointment. 

The truth of the matter is, the most of the gentlemen who have been so 
violent in their remonstrance were grown sufficiently rich in your service to 
be desirous of any pretence for quitting it; they will prove however no great loss 
as no services can be expected from men who have so little spirit and gratitude 
as to resign their commissions at this critical time, and that upon such frivol¬ 
ous and ill-grounded pretences. 

I flatter myself it will now be obvious to every unprejudiced person that I 
have been imjustly charged by these gentlemen with having superseded them, 
the doing of which, I will readily agree, ought to be practised as seldom as pos¬ 
sible, yet such is the nature of the service of this country that the very preserva¬ 
tion of your Settlement may at times depend on the taking such a step, and 
as by the want of field officers your Captains are often intrusted with the con¬ 
ducting of expeditions of the utmost importance, in such case^if you be desirous 
of ensuring success, you must have regard to the man only and not his rank. 

I am. 

Gentlemen, 

Your most &c., 


Calctiita, 

The 5th December 1758. 


ROBERT CLIVE. 
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Fort William, 14tli December 1768. 

At a Consultation, psdsent: 

The Hon’ble Robebt Clive, Esq., Prerident. 

William Watts, Esq., 

Chables Manninghah, Esq. 

Richabd Becheb. Esq., 

Messbs. Feabees. 

William Ebansland. 

T. Z. Holwell. 

William Mackett. 

Thomas Bobdam. 

Agreed, we write to Monsieur Florin, and inform him we expect all the 
French gentlemen will leave Bengal by the end of January; that there are 
English vessels daily going to the coast who will accommodate such of them as 
choose to proceed on them; that the will leave Bengal in January, who 

will take on board as many as she can, and that they have our permission to 
take their passage on board such neutral vessels as they shall think proper. 


Fort William, 23rd December 1758. 

At a Consultation, pbesent: 

The Hon’ble Robebt Clive, Esq., President. 

William Watts, Esq., 

Richabd Becheb, Esq., 

Messbs. William Fbankland. 

T. Z. Holwell. 

William Maceett. 

Thomas Boddam. 

The Agents for the captors of Budbudjee Tannas and Hughley forts now 
deliver in the accounts of plunder taken, and have paid into the Treasury one 
moiety of the same amounting to current rupees 43,066>12. 

Ordered the accounts to be entered. 
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Thursday 26*^ Jan. 1758. 

At a Goumittee, tbesext : 

Geobge Pioot, Esq**, Oovernourt Freaident . 
Stringeb Lawbancb. 

Henby Pownet. 

Bobebt Obme. 

B.OBEBT Pale. 


Beceived by a Sloop lately arriv’d from Bengal the following Letters from 
the Select Committee there, and Colonel Clive:— 

Iietter from the Select Committee at Bengal. 

To—^The Hon^blb Gbobob Pigot, Est^r., &c.^ Gentlemen of* the Select Committee at Fort * 

S*" George. 


Gebtlehek. —Our Letter of the 16”* TJltimo will acquaint you with 
the Situation of Affairs in these Provinces, and the necessity we are under of 
keeping the whole Detachment sent us from your Presidency, since writing 
which Letter, we have received your favours of the 16”* & 20”* October, with 
the Copies of the Hon’“® Company’s Commands to your Presidency enclosed, 
relative to the Begiment, which we have communicated to Colonel Clive. 


We have hopes of prevailing on the greatest part of the men belonging to the 
Begiment who are in Bengal to enlist with us, by giving a Handsome Encourage¬ 
ment in Money: But we are to remark that the number is so greatly reduced 
of those Troops that scarce more than half are left; for which reason we 
once more repeat our Justices for having all the Becruits sent us, which may 
come out on the Coast and Bay Ships, if they proceed to your place first, 
otherwise our Acquisitions will be at Stake, and the Company’s Affairs in 
these Provinces run the risque of being utterly ruined. 


Most of the Officers belonging to the Begiment intend to take their passage 
for Europe on the Homeward Bound Ships of this season. 

The Bebellion we mentioned in our Letter of the 16”* Hit® is happily 
.. V. 4 .V ^ at an End, the rebels having dispersed on’ 

The Duturbaiices there snppresnd. _ £ a 

the News of our Army bemg on the 
march to attack them. Colonel Clive writes us, the Nabob .now intends to go 
high as Patna, to settle that Province and accommodate Matters with Bam- 
narian, the Naib of that City, which we hope will be Amicably Settled. 


We are, 


Gektleken, 

Your most ob* humble Servants, 

BOGEB DEAKE, Jukiob.- 
CHABLES MANNINGHAM. 
BIGHABD BECHEB. 

Eobt William, \ 

4*^ January 1758. > * 

SSSFB. 
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Letter from CoiaKel Cuts. 

To—The Hon'ble George Pigot, E8 q^, ScP., Gentlemen of the Select Committee of 
Fort S* George. 

Gentlemeit,—S ince my last, I am honour’d with your Letters of the ] 5“* 
September, and 4*** & 18‘*‘ October, The inclosed Duplicate of my advices to the 
Secret Committee of England, which I send open for your Perusal, will fully 
inform you what has passed here and discover the present State of this Province. 
I need therefore only farther observe, that in all Likelihood 1 shall have an 
^ ^ . XU « . Opportunity of addressing you soon more 

expects to return to the Coast soon. ij. j? i. 

largely trom Calcutta, and even of return- 
ing to the Coast myself shortly after with what few Men can be spared after 
the severe Mortality which has reigned here. 1 must add, that by the service 
which Captain Cailland has seen upon the Coast, I think he would be a 
proper person to be sent to Command the Military in Bengal, and have men¬ 
tioned him accordingly to the Gentlemen at Calcutta. 


I have the honour to be very respectfully, 
Genilemen, 

Tour most ob* humble Servant, 
EGBERT OLIVE. 


Camp at Settiapour 

NEAR EaJAHMALL, 

5#* Deo' 1757. 


j 


Thursday the 20*”. 

At a Committee, present : 

George Pigot, Esq*, Governoury President. 
Stringer Lawrance. 

Henry Pownet. 

Robert Orme. 

Robert Paek. 


Letter from Colonel Clive. 

To—The Hon’ble George Pigot,' Esq», &®, Gentlemen of the Select Committee. 

Gentlemen,— I enclose Copy of my advices to the Secret Committee of 
England of this Date, which will give you a full account of the Occurrences of this 
Compaign. The natural Dilatoriness of the Country People in all their measures, 
with some Reports of the Morattas intending to come into the Province (though 
little to be credited) will prevent. I’m afraid, my arrival in Calcutta timeenou<'h 
to Embark for the Coast this season. ® 

By my letter of advice of the 12‘” Ultimo, you will be informed of 

Draws Bills in faronr of the Seapojs Pjanulies on my giving Bills On yOU for 30,000 ArCOt 
the Coast of the Rupees 80,000. Rupecs in behalf of the Seapoys who 

have Eamilies on the Coast. You will please to excuse my not forwarding the 
Paymaster’s Accounts till my return to Calcutta: The Accident at Chander- 
nagore and the want of proper Assistance have greatly retarded the Business 
in t^t office. 

I have the honour to be, with Respect, 
Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient & most Hum“ Servant, 
ROBERT CLIVE. 

Camp at Backypoor,') 

18th February 1758. } 
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Thursday, 6*^ October. 

At a CoHMlTTEE, FBBSENT : 

Geoegb Pigot, Esq*, Qoeemourt President. 
Stbinger Lawbance. 

Henry Pownet. 

"William Perceval. 

Egbert Pale. 


Letter from Bob Clive, Esq . 

To—The Hon’bib Pigot, Esq"^, &®, Gen“ of the Select Comm* at Port S* Oeorge. 

Gentlemen, —The constant distrust and apprehensions which both Hoy 
Dulub and Earn Narrain were under of the Nabob at the head of his large Army, 
obliged me to continue at Patna * till such time as he could be prevailed on to 
Eeturn ; which was not * till long after all alarms from the Moriattoes as well 
as Sujah Doula were at an end. It was by this means the 25“* April when I set 
out from Patna to join our Army which had moved on to the distance of about 20 
coash here, as it had been Concerted Among us. Earn Narrain took his leave of 
the Nabob on Board my Bugerow, and Eoy Dulub was permitted to proceed 
with me to Muxadavad under pretext of collecting in the Money necessary to 
pay off the Company's Arrears: As for the Nabob, he Continued to make Easy 
Marches in order to take the Diversion of Hunting in his way. I spent some 
days at Muxadavad to hasten Eoy Dulub in his Payments; and having quartered 
the Troops at Cozimbazar, both with a view to their health and their being at 
hand to quell any disturbances in the Capital, proceeded to Calcutta and arrived 
there the 28*'* May. 

To the many signal advantages attending the Expedition to Patna which 
I enumerated in my last, I may now add the grant obtained for the Company 
of the enclusive Purchase of all the Salt Petre of Bahar. 

The Situation of Affairs in this Settlement having induced the Gen” of 
Council to make me an offer of the Government, how little so ever I might 
covet the Charge, I thought myself bound in honour to accept it, in order to 
render the Company those Services which the Gentlemen here were pleased 
to think me Capable of by my good understanding with the Country Govern¬ 
ment* An incorporation of the Madrass Troops with those on the Bengal 
Establishment soon after took place, with a design to prevent trouble and Con¬ 
fusion and the Expence of many unnecesary Staff Officers. You will please 
therefore to permit me to finish my separate advices with that Period, and bee 
refer’d to the General Letters from hence for the farther Occurrences of this 
province. 

I enclose a Eetum of the Madras Detachment at the time it was in¬ 
corporated by which you will discover, the inconsiderable number it was then 
reduced to. At the foot of the return is a List of Officers with the dates 
of their Commissions. Such as are desirous of continuing on the Coast Estab¬ 
lishment are at liberty to proceed to Madras. In like manner any of the Coast 
Seapoys who choose it have leave to return and a Passage will be found them 
on such Conveyances as offer, but I must remark that of the 1,650 Seapoys 
inserted in the Eeturn, above one half were Enlisted here. M*^ Maunsell 
Commissary will embark for Madrass in a few days, and M'- Walch Paymaster 
now addresses you for leave to proceed to Europe. 

By M' Maunsell will be sent the Paymasters Accounts from July 1757 to 
June 1758, and you will please to excuse your not receiving at the same time 
the Eolls of the Military and Seapoys, as from the continual hurry and 
imsettledness of our Situation, only one sett was kept up, and that the Pay- 
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master desire leave to deposite with the Governor & Coundl here, as 
Vouchers of his Transactions; these Gentlemen were famish'd agreeable to 
your directions with a Gompleat Sett of the Paymaster’s Accounts, & the 
, remains of the Artillery and other stores which were Consigned to me have 
been duly delivered over to them. 

I shall likewise forward by M’ Maunsell a Continuation of my Country 
Correspondence to the time I took charge of this Gtovemment. You will then 
observe that Mons" Oiurton and his Party surrender’d themselves, consist* 
ing after all of only 11 Europeans and about 80 Blacks. 

1 was much concerned Gentlemen to find that you had drawn on you the 
censure of the Court of Directors by having invested me with too unlimited 
Powera, however I flatter myself that when they have Reconsidered the 
Situation of Affairs at that time and are truly informed how much the happy 
Issue of this Expedition has been owing to the independency of my Com* 
mand, they will bestow that applause upon your Measures which they merit. 
In each case my thanks are indispensably due to you for so signal a mark of 
your Confidence, and I cannot help here repeating the high sence 1 have of 
the honor, and assuring you that I shall always hold myself with the greatest 
Respect,— 


Poet William, 
58^ Auffuit 1758. 


Gentlemen, 

• * 

Your oblig’d & Most ob* hui 
ROBERT CLIVE. 
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To the Secret Committee for the time being of the Houble East India Company. 
Honoeabls Gentieuen 


4. The Select Committee at Bengal & you Gentlemen are acquainted 
that the detachments sent under Major Kilpatrick & Colonel Clive consisted 
of the greatest part & best of our Men, & that the Force of the French 
is so infinitely superiour to what now remains with us that any further drafts 
made from it would expose the whole Coast to the most imminent danger, 
indeed should the French receive any such supplies as they now confidently 
report they expect daily under Mr. Lally all our Inland Garrisons must be with¬ 
drawn as the Men will be wanted to defend our Settlement. 

5. In such Circumstances we could not but resolve to keep the few Men we 
have, especially as Bengal will be reinforced with all the Recruits on board 
the Coast & Bay Ships, & we learn by a Letter from Admiral Pocock & 
several private Letters dated the middle of December that on Colonel Clive’s 
returning with the Army to Muxadabad & taking the Field with the Nabob, 
the Nabobs of Owd & Pumea had renewed their Friendship, & the Naib of 
Patna made his submission. The Nabob & Colonel Clive were however conti¬ 
nuing their march towards Patna. 

»»»*»** 

We are very respectfully 
Honobable Gentlemen 

Tour faithful & most obedient humble Servants 
GEORGE PIGOT, 

STRINGER LAWRENCE, 
HENRY POWNEY, 

ROBERT ORME, 

ROBERT PALK. 


To the Secret Committee for the time being of the Honble East India Company. 
Honorable Gentlemen,— 


4. Major Kilpatrick dyed in'Bengal some time in August last, which 
depriving the Gentlemen there of a proper Officer to take the Command when 
Col. Olive should return to the Coast, they wrote very pressing Letters to 
Lieut. Col. Forde requesting he would proceed to the Bay for that end, this 
Gentleman laid his Letters before us the 16”^ February, when we requested of 
him to make the voyage to Bengal, as we esteemed him a very good Officer, & 
a proper Man for that Trust; his ready complyance, & indeed his whole con¬ 
duct during the time he has been on the Coast has been so agreable to us, that 
we must, in justice to his merit, request of you in the strongest terms to use 
your interest with the Ministry that he may not suffer in his rank by having 
^en this step at our desire. 

6. It is with the most sensible concern we observe by Col. Clive’s Letters 
the great mortality amongst the Troops at Bengal, so great that the Recruits 
they have received by the Coast & Bay Ships do not amount to one fourth of ‘ 


Fobt S* Geokgb 
17“ Jan^ 1758, 
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the number; but we have the satisfaction to hear that all differences were 
accomodated between the Subab & the several tributary Nabobs, & it is to 
be hoped therefore there will be no necessity for using Force in time to come; 
Col. Clive’s address to you of the 23'^ DecemV comes in this Ship’s packet, 
which will give you a distinct account of affairs to that time; & by a Letter we 
have received from Mr. Drake & the Gentlemen of the Committee we are told 
that the Nabobs Fhirmaund is received from Court, & that the Mogul has 
bestowed some honors on Col. Clive & Mr. Watts. 

* « • « « • 

We are 

Foet S* Geobge Hokoeable Gentlemen 

March 1758. Tour faithful, & most obedient hum® Servants 

GEORGE PIGOT STRINGER LAWRENCE. 

HENRY POWNEY ROBERT PALE. 

ROBERT ORME 


To the Honble the Court of Directors for affairs of the Houble the United Com* 
pany of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies. 

Honoeable 

*»*««*% 

3. From Bengal we have the pleasure to learn by our last advices dated 
about the middle of April, that the troubles which threatened that province by 
the approach of the Mogul’s Son was stifled in their infancy by Col. Clive’s 
timely march towards Patna. The certainty of being thus supported, en¬ 
couraged the Nabob of Patna to resist all the attacks of the Mogul’s Son, who 
after wasting a great part of his Force in fruitless attempts upon that place, 
did not care to wait the arrival of the Colonel, but retired to the northward 
upon hearing he was within two day’s march. 

• »««•«» 

We are 
Honoeable 

Your most faithful humble Servants 
GEORGE PIGOT, 

JOHN SMITH, 

CHARLES BOIJROHIER, 
JOHN PYBUS, 

HENRY VAN SITTART, 
RICHARD FAIRFIELD, 
SAMUEL ARDLEY, 
CHARLES TURNER. 

Ezd,-~B. M. 


Foet S’ Geoege, 
38“ June 1759. 
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Colonel Olive’s correspondence with the Country Powers in Bengal, from 
16th February to 23rd June 1758, 


Colonel Clive to Roydulub, dated i6th February 1758, No. 399. 

I have now been three months in the field and have received but Lack of 
Rupees for the expences of my army, therefore desire you will send, without delay, 
another Lack. I have applied to the Nabob for justice on Cojah Ashrocphe, and 
at the same time for a Perwannah for the sole purchase of saltpetre, telling him 
that we would pay the same as Cojah Wazeed; he gave me for answer that he 
had delivered over these affairs to you and Ramnarrain, so now it wholly rests 
with him and you both to give us satisfaction in Ashroophe’s affair, and to grant 
us the Perwannah. 


From Collub Ally Cawn to Colonel Clive, no date, received i6th February 1758, No. 400. 

Some of your Cossids, coming from Hughly, were stopt 4 Coss to the North 
of Colgong, by one Hahmud Cawn, a Patan: they told him whose Cossids they 
were, but he did not mind it. In the meantime Mahmud Delhi Nazir arrived at 
that place and hearing of the affair, took and confined the Patan and brought 
him to Bogglepore. By the goodness of God the Cossids are safe. This 
Hahmud Cawn says he is a servant of Abdoul Russool Cawn’s, but other people 
tell me he is a deckoit (plunderer). I have therefore put him in irons, and wait 
your pleasure what do with him. I now send the Cossids to you; from them you 
will learn further particulars. 1 desire you will write me an answer with an 
account of your health. _ 

Colonel Clive to Collub Ally Cawn, dated i6th February 1758, No. 401. 

Your obliging letter that you had confined Hahmud Cawn for stopping my 
Cossids, that you had sent them to me, and that you should act in regard to 
Hahmud Cawn as I wrote, I have with pleasure received, and desire you will, 
on the receipt of this, send Hahmud Cawn and his followers to me, in doing 
this you will oblige me much. _ 

From Pulwansing to Colonel Clive, no date, received i6th February 1758, No. 402. 

From Patna I hear that you are come with the Nabob, for which I return 
thanks to God, and hope He will always preserve you: you are my protector, and 
my future welfare depends on you. By your means I nope to pay my respects 
to the Nabob. Maidut will inform you of further particulars. 


Colonel Clive to the Nabob, dated 17th February 1758, No. 403. 

Some of my sepoys, that I sent to take care of your son’s Jaguire at 
Pulwarry, have brought in an Elephant and some people of Roydulub’s, who 
were plundering there, i have punished them, and now send them to Your 
Excellency to do as you please with them. 


Colonel Clive to Roydulub, dated 17th February 1758, No. 404. 

When I went to visit the Nabob he told me that when ypu said it was a 
lucky day he would give Ramnarrain the Keilaut; it is now 4 days, and the delay 
1 look on entirely owing to you, during which time I hear many reports. I am 
much surprized at your not finishing this affair. You are the minister who 
transacts all business, and I can’t conceive the meaning of this delay. It is 
proper you should act in every affair for the Nabob’s advantage. The Tancaw I 
have received on Ameir Beg Cawn for the month of December are not yet paid, 
though 1 have desired him to pay the money in Calcutta. He informs me there 
is no balance due, and has told you the particulars, therefore I desire you will 
make haste and settle it. My forces have nothing to subsist on and are daily 
complaining to me; if they do not receive it soon, they will certainly go and 
demand it &om you. 
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Colonel Clive to Pulwansing, dated i8th February 1758, No. 405. 

I have received your obliging letter, and observe the contents. Rajah Ram- 
narrain is confirmed in the Government of Patna, therefore it would be better 
for you to pay your respects to the Nabob by his means, but you may depend 
on my shewing you all the acts of friendship in ray power. 


From Roydulub to Colonel Clive, no date, received 19th February 1758, No. 406. 

I have with pleasure received your two obliging letters, and went immediate¬ 
ly to the Nabob to talk on your affairs, but he was engaged with the Faquirs, in 
the afternoon I shall go again, and will send Nuncomar to inform you of the 
result of our conversation. 


From the Nabob to Colonel Clive, dated i8th, received 19th February 1758, No. 407. 

Your obliging letter, that your sepoys had brought in an elephant and some 
people of Roydulubs, who had been plundering at Pulwarry, that you had 
punished them and that you sent them to me, I have with pleasure received. 
It is proper that you should take care of these places as they belong to your 
brother. You have done very well in punishing the elephant men. 


From Roydulub to Colonel Clive, no date, received 21st February 1758, No. 408. 

You wrote me for a Lack of Rupees for the expenses of your army. I now 
send you 50,000, to get which 1 have had great trouble. It is now 5 months 
since our people have had any pay, and they are for ever quarrelling about it. 
According to your orders I spoke to the Nabob about Ramnarrain’s affairs, and 
Thursday is the day fixed for his receiving the Keilaut. I hear that you are 
very lame in your foot, which gives me much uneasiness. When Nuncomar 
returns I shall know the truth. I have a great desire to see you with my own 
eyes, but you have forbid my coming. I have got a very good Hindostan Doc¬ 
tor, if you please I will send him; for further particulars I refer you to Nun¬ 
comar. 


From the Nabob to Colonel Clive, dated 2tst, received 22nd February 1758, No. 409. 
From Ameer Beg Cawn I learn you are ill, which gives me much uneasi¬ 
ness. By the goodness of God I hope you will soon recover, as 1 am very 
desirous that you should enjoy your health. I wanted to visit you to-day, but 
Amir Beg Cawn forbid me. _ 


From the Nabob to Colonel Clive, dated and received 22nd February 1758, No. 410. 

To-morrow being Thursday and a lucky day I shall give you the Keilaut for 
the subadary of Azimabad to him who is the light of my eyes and dear to me as 
my life, my son Meer Najam Addin Aliy Cawn Bahadre, and the Naib’s Kei¬ 
laut I shall give to the great Rajah Ramnarrain Bahadre: I shall be in the killa 
to-morrow for a or 3 days. I have not heard of your health, which has given me 
much uneasiness. 1 have a great desire to see you, but Ameer Beg Cawn tells 
me that you forbid my going. I am surprized that you do not answer my letters 
with an account of your health, for I cannot go to see you without your leave. 
It is proper that you should write me of your health. I want much to see you. ’ 


Colonel Clive to the Nabob, dated aznd February 1758, No. 411. 

Your two obliging letters, enquiring after my health, I have with pleasure 
received and observe the contents. I never fail answering your letters the moment 
1 receive them. I am very glad to hear that you intend giving the Keilaut for the 
Subadary of Azimabad to your son, and to make Ramnarrain his Naib, this is 
acting likewise man, and I am sure it will be for the good of the Country. Ameer 
Beg Cawn did not do me justice in saying that I forbid your coming to see me. 
1 said that as I was in very great pain at that time I imagined it could not 
be agreeable either to you or me. By the blessing of God I am now a little 
better, and shall always be very glad to have the honor of seeing you. 
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From the Nabob to Colonel Clivej dated 32nd, received 23rd February 1758, No. 412. 

Your obliging letter that you was a little better 1 have with great pleasure 
received. It came the very time that I was expecting it. To-morrow I intend 
giving the Keilaut to iny son and Ramnarrain, and by the blessing of God after¬ 
wards to visit you. 


From Cojah Wazeed to Colonel Clive, dated 24th February 1758, No. 413. 

I wrote you a letter on my arrival at Hughly and sent it to Mr. Scrafton, 
which I hope you have received. I hear from indifferent people that Mr. Pearkes, 
altho’ he has nothing to do with the Company’s business, takes and plunders the 
saltpetre by force, besides all this he has sent you a Surat-i-hal* (a witnessed 
paper) wherein my people have bad characters given of them. I am much 
ashamed that I should write you on this affair, but I am sure you favor me, and 
therefore will not think my writing a trouble. My friendship for the Company 
is of long standing. You will know how much I suffered in the late troubles, but 
I will not let it affect me, or mention that affair again. When I had first the 
pleasure of seeing you and making a friendship with you, it was my desire that, 
under your protection, I should neither gain nor lose. You told me that 
my business was yours, that I need not be uneasy about anything, and that no 
one should trouble me in the saltpetre or any other business. Nine months ago 
I complained to you and the Governor and Council concerning the saltpetre 
business, and you were so good as to favor me and write Mr. Pearkes not to 
behave so, but instead of mending it he grew more troublesome to me. Mr. 
Pearkes sent you a Surat-i-hal concerning Meer Iskoola’s saltpetre. I desire 
you w'ill inquire into it and you will find that Meer Iskoola never sold saltpetre 
to any person but me, ever since I have had that business in my hands to this 
day; he sells the saltpetre to my Gomastah as formerly, but if he goes and 
sells it to another person what harm is there his punishing him. I have wrote 
you the whole affair. God knows the truth. I hope you will favor me with an 
answer. _ 

From Sundersing Babadre to Colonel Clive, no date, received 24tb February, No. 414. 

I before address’d you and you was so kind as to favor me with this obliging 
answer, that I might depend upon your serving me, which gave me much 
confidence. I will act according to your orders. I have received two or three 
Perwannahs from the Nabob to go to him, but I only sent Bobboo Futtusing. 
Till I have some encouragement from you I will stay here. Rajaramsing will 
petition you on my affairs. I am very desirous that you will send me a Betle 
to give me confidence. My servant Ballookram will inform you of further 
particulars. _ 

Colonel Clive to Ramnarrain, dated 24th February 1758, No. 415. 

I enclose for your perusal an address that I have received from Sun¬ 
dersing, and desire that you will read it and send me the form of a proper 
answer to it. _ 

From Ramnarrain to Colonel Clive, no date, received 25th February 1758, No. 416. 

Your very obliging letter, wherein you write that you had sent Sundersing’s 
address to me for my perusal, and that I should send the form of an answer, 1 
have with pleasure received. I have read the letter you was so kind as to send 
me. The reason why Sundersing wants to pay his respects to the Nabob by your 
means is that he owes a great ballance. I am persuaded tha^ you will write 
to him what you think is best for me. You order’d me to send the form 
of an answer, which 1 now do; if it pleased you, you vdll send it. 


Colonel Clive to Sundersing Babadre, dated 35tb February 1758, No. 417. 

I have received your letter. You write that the Nabob had sent two or three 
Perwannahs in your name to go to him, but that you had sent Futtusing 
Bahadre to wait on him, and that you will not come till you have encouragement 

♦ Surat-i-hul—more commonly Surat-hal—corruptly Sooroothal,^ Sc^thal. A repre^ntation or report 
of the facts and circumstances of a transaction whetha* made by an individual before witnesses^ or by a 
subordinate officer to a superior functionary .—Glossary of Indian Terms. 
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from me. I always endeavour to act for the |;ood of the Nabob and for the good 
of all. Two days ago Najain ad Doula received the Keilaut for the Subadary 
of this Province and Ramnarrain is appointed his Naib. You will be informed 
of all this from Futtusing’s letter. It is absolutely necessary that you should 
come and pay your respects to the Nabob by the means of Roydulub and 
Ramnarrain and likewise to see me. Affairs shall be justly settled. If you pay 
the revenues and obey the Nabob’s orders you will get his favor. 


From Cossun Ally Cawn to Colonel Clive, dated 14th, received 26th February 

1758, No. 418. 

I before wrote you that I had sent forces to fight the French, that they had 
a Fort and strong Intrenchments, and that we had a battle with them; this letter 
I imagine you have received. Ever since I wrote you last we have been fighting. 
My people have behaved well, and 1 make no doubt but you have heard it from 
many. God knows what pains and trouble I have taken in this affair. The 
French being shut up in their Fort, and undergoing much fatigue, by always 
fighting, and likewise being in want of provisions, were obliged to run away 
in their boats by night, and went towards the Dinagepore Country. My people 
being always ready to fight followed them. By the goodness of God we shall 
soon take and destroy them. They can go no other way, but through the 
Dinagepore Country. I have therefore wrote expressly to the Rajah to stop 
the passage. My people are always ready to fight. I thought it proper to 
advise you of all this. 


Colonel Clive to Cossun Ally Cawn, dated 28th February 1758, No. 419. 

I have with pleasure received your obliging letter and observe the contents, 
since which I have received a letter from Monsieur Courtin that he is ready 
to surrender and come to me. I therefore desire you will cease hostilities 
against him, and permit them to come to me with all their boats and necessaries. 
I am much obliged to you for the trouble you have taken in this affair. Till I 
have the pleasure of seeing you, write me of your health. 

Colonel Clive to Ameer Beg Cawn Bahadre, dated 3rd March, No. 420. 

Roydulub informs me that there is due from the Chuklaws of Hughly and 
Ingellie about 12 Lack of Rupees. The Tancaws the Company have received 
on Burdwan and Nuddea are accepted, but to this day they have not received 
so much as one rupee for the Tancaws they have on Hughly and Ingellie, 
this I am much surprized at, and therefore desire that you will without delay 
inform me how much you can pay, or whether you cannot pay anything, that I 
may apply to the Nabob how 1 am to get the money. From another person you 
will be informed of further particulars. 

Colonel Clive to the Nabob, dated 3rd March 1758, No. 421. 

1 hearing that Your Excellency was fond of the cakes I formerly sent you 
by the bearer you will receive more. I hope you enjoy a better state of health 
than I do. Assure you no one more sincerely wishes you health and happiness 
than I do. 

I have just heard that it is disagreeable to you granting the English Com¬ 
pany the Perwannah for the saltpetre. Agreeable to your promise to Mr. Watts 
the other day, this news did not so much surprize as grieve me, for I would never 
have believed that considering the friendship subsisting between you and me, 
that you had rather prefer the interest of Ashroophe to mine, a man who has 
lately insulted and wounded our Chief and killed two of his men. Had you 
received such usage firom any of my people, I would not have slept till I had 
given you satisfaction. 

This aflair of the saltpetre is the only favor I have asked of you. As for 
Ramnarrain’s affair, it was only agreeable to the promise you empower’d me to 
make him, in which your own interest and my word and reputation, which is 
dearer to me than my life was at stake. I did not ask the Perwannah for the salt¬ 
petre to your disadvantage, but offer’d to pay the same as Ashroophe, and to 
supply you with any quantity you may want at the price it costs us. 
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I am sick in body, but much more so in mind, for it is with great grief of 
mind I observe your favor for the English decreasing daily. It is true when any 
reports of the Mahrattas or Sujah-ud Dowla’s coming into this country prevails, 
than we are thought useful, at all other times the English are thought trouble¬ 
some. I know not the meaning of all this, but this I know we are the same people 
who obtained you the Subaship and preserved your life at Placis, and that we are 
determined to support Your Excellency in your present great state against all 
your enemies as long as we have a man left. 


From the Nabob to Colonel Clive, dated and received 4th March 1758, No. 422. 

Your obliging letter, wherein you complain very much, I have received, and 
am much affected at the contents. You are my son and dearer to me than my life ; 
tne connections that are between us cannot be equalled in this world. By the 
favor of God I always act for your satisfaction and the English interest. From 
the first we have been as one, and so closely connected that our interests can be 
but one. By the blessing of God I hope it will remain so. What is the affair of 
the saltpetre, if you chuse it. who is Cojaih Ashroophe and what is his interest ? 
It is absolutely requisite that I should have the necessaries for making of powder 
fortheuseof my three subaships. You will know this is the only place that produces 
saltpetre in Bengal. I make the powder. When Mr. Watts came here the other 
day to talk on the affair of the saltpetre, I asked him what quantity he would 
give me, and that when I knew that I would give the Sunnod, I said very little 
more to the gentleman on this subject. What you have wrote in your letter that 
Mr. Watts told you is, I believe, what I said. I am surprized you write so on such 
an affair. Ameir Beg Cawn Bahadre has been sick for these 5 or 6 days, or I should 
have sent him to you that you might have heard all the particulars from him. 
By the favor of God you, who are a great and sensible man, must know how 
much I have your interest at heart. I know not why you should write so at this 
time. It does not become a son to complain without enquiring into the affair. 
I look on the English interest as my own. I desire you will write what quantity 
of petre you will give me. I am much affected at your illness; we who are as one 
must equally feel what the other suffers. I have really been ill for 2 or 3 days. 
May God grant you long life and prosperity, and then I shall be happy. I am 
much obliged to you for your cakes: they gave me much pleasure. * * 


Colonel Clive to the Nabob, dated 5th March, No. 423. 

I have received your obliging letter, and am very sorry to understand that 
you have been ill, but hope by this time that you are perfectly recovered. The 
uneasiness I underwent about the saltpetre business was by my being told by 
the Dutch that it was against your inclination to grant the Company that Farm; 
they would have not had the assurance to have said this without being told so 
by Ashroophe or some person about your Durbar. It was never my intention to 
lay you under the least inconvenience; the same Nazerannah (Present) that 
Ashroophe gave we will pay, and if Your Excellency will please to let us know 
what quantity of saltpetre you shall want for your own use we will oblige our¬ 
selves to supply you with it at the first cost. 


From the Nabob to Colonel Clive, dated and received 5th March 1758, No. 424. 

Your obliging letter, wherein you write that I should write you what quantity 
of saltpetre I may want for my own use, and that you would oblige yourselves 
to supply me with it at first cost, I have with pleasure received. You will 
know that I must have powder for the use of my 3 subaships. I therefore write 
that I shall want 50,000 Maunds. I am not very well. 


Colonel dive to the Nabob, dated 6th March 1758, No. 425. 

I have with pleasure received your obliging letter. You write that you shall 
have occasion for 50,000 Maunds of saltpetre for the use of your three subaships, 
which astonishes me. You had only to ask for the other 50,000 Maunds, then this 
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business would have been at an end. Mahaubut Jung, who Icept up a very large 
army and was engaged in war for many years, never used a fifth part of that quan¬ 
tity, whatever Ramnarrain provided in Mahaubut Jung’s time, and ever since 
we are ready to supply you with or even with 3 or 4,000 maunds more. I cannot 
account for your wanting such a quantity without it is oblige Cojah Ashroophe 
with. 


Colonel Clive to Roydulub, dated 6th March 1758, No. 426. 

This encloses copy of the Nabob’s letter to me, the contents of which sur¬ 
prize me much. From your’s and Ramnarrain’s friendship I expected that this 
affair would have been long ago settled. If it is not. I'll stay no longer in this 
vile country, but march away with my army immediately to Calcutta. I desire 
you will shew this to Ramnarrain. 

From Rajah Telockchund to Colonel Clive, no date, received 6th March 1758, No. 427. 

I before wrote you of the troubles I had underwent and the usage I receiv¬ 
ed from the man who was my Odadar last year, when you came from Calcutta. 
I addressed you by Omichund, and you was pleased to give me a favorable answer 
which gave me much satisfaction. Some time ago I wrote you a letter, and have 
been long in expectation of an answer. From my Vacqueel I am informed that 
you have Tancaws on me for the remainder of this year’s revenues; this gives me 
both pleasure and confidence. I desire you W'ill do me the favor to take the 
money, as I am able to pay it, and not demand it in a hurry. I have often wrote 
the Mutsuddies* to settle the ballance I am to pay, but it still remains unfin¬ 
ished. This I thought proper to advise you of. 1 desire you will write to your 
Mutsuddies at Muxadavad that when the Nabob’s and ray Mutsuddies have 
settled what ballance is to be paid, then to accept of the Tancaws. When my 
complaints are answered and it is settled what I am to pay, I shall not fail to pay 
you as fast as I can. 

From the Nabob to Colonel Clive, no date, received 6th March 1758, No. 428. 

I have with pleasure received your letter in regard to the saltpetre affair. 
Roydulub will finish the sunnod himself. 

From Roydulub to Colonel Clive, dated 6th, received 7th March 1758, No. 429. 

I have with pleasure received your letter enclosing the Nabob’s Perwannah. 
You write that you are surprized at the contents of the Nabob’s letter, that from* 
Ramnarrain’s and my friendship you expected that this business would have 
been long ago settled, that if it was not, you would leave this country and go to 
Calcutta, and that I should shew the letter to Ramnarrain. When I received 
your favor, Ramnarrain and I went to the Durbar, and the Nabob shewed us your 
letters, we sat consulting together for some time. You wrote that altho’ 
Mahaubut Jung kept a lar^e army and was engaged in war for many years, he 
never used any such quantity as 50,000 Maunds, that Ramnarrain sent only a 
fifth part of that quantity, and that you was willing to give 4 or 5,000 maunds 
more; this makes up 15,000 Maunds. I settled the affair for a little more and took 
the order for the sunnod, and the Munshies are now writing it out. By the 
blessing of God, after you have received the sunnod, I will relate the whole affair 
to you. 


Colonel Clive to Roydulub, dated 7th March 1758, No. 430. 

At present I have 50 rupees in my treasury. I therefore desire you will send 
money for my forces; if there is any delay, the people who want it of me will 
demand it of you. I have now been 4 months in the field and have received only 
2 Lacks of Rupees, by which there is a ballance of a Lack due to me. Since 
writing the above, I have with pleasure received your letter, and observe the 
contents. For further particulars I refer you to another person. 


From Roydulub to Colonel Clive, dated and received 7th March 1758, No. 431. 

I enclose you the sunnod for the saltpetre signed and sealed by the Nabob. 

a 
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I Yisvc Isit sp&cc for tlic n&ino, &nd dosirc you will sicc^usilnt whoso you would 
*iave incerted, that I may write it and get it entered in the several offices, when 
i will send it. Pray return the sunnod. 


Colonel Clive to Roydulub, dated 7th March 1758, No. 432. 

Your obliging letter enclosing the sunnod for the saltpetre, I have with 
pleasure received. By this I am persuaded your friendship for me is sincere. 
By the favor of God for the friendship you have shewn for me, I hope God will 
Jong preserve you, and that I shall have an opportunity of shewing the friendship 
f have for you. Please to write the name of the English Company in the vacant 
place. I desire you — under Ramnarrain’s seal. 


■ ■ Ally Cawn to Colonel Clive, no date, received *758» No. 

I have w'ith pleasure received your letter and observe the contents. When 
I began to fight with the French, knowing it would give you pleasure, 1 continued 
night and day. I have distressed them so much both by fighting and stopping 
their provisions, that they were obliged to quit their Fort and go off in their 
boats at night towards Dinagepore, my people being always ready, followed them. 
I wrote you of this before I received your letter. The French were at a place 
called Cantnuggur, where the Rajah of Dinagepore has a house and Choquey. 
My people and the French had a battle, and the latter finding themselves much 
beat they ran away and left their boats. They went to Appor, beg’d protection 
of the Rajah’s people. My people went and demanded them. To this day he 
keeps them. Bahadre Sing and Oden Marran Sing came and told my people to 
go a little distance off and they would deliver them up, but they put us off from 
day to day. My people are there and would soon take them. From many per¬ 
sons you must certainly have heard of this affair. 

A Note enclosed. 

By the blessing of God, as the French cannot hold it out much longer, 
then.for your troops. 


From Kisseachund Rajah of Nuddea to Colonel Clive, no date, received 7th March 1758, 

No. 434. 

I am ever praying for you and wishing you much riches. What shall I say 
of the troubles I nave suffered. You must certainly have heard of the usage I 
received from the former Nabob. I was so much distressed that I had no desire 
to live. By the favor of God you came here for the good of the country. I hope 
you will serve me for many years. My country has been so ruined that I am not 
able to pay the annual revenues. I am informed that the English Company 
have Tancaws on one for the remainder of this year’s ballance. This gives me 
much satisfaction. By the goodness of God you was created for the good of 
the people. I am therefore persuaded my affairs will be well finished. I shall not 
fail to pay off the Tancaws you have on me. I desire you will send orders to 
your Mutsuddies at Muxadavad to wait a little while for the money after the 
Tancaws become due. My Gomastahs and Riotts represent to me that some 
wicked people have got Tilinghas and peons from Calcutta and set them on 
their vilmges, and they have behav’d very ill. I hope you Calcutta 

and forbid them sending people into my country. My Vacqueel is there and he 
will do anything they want. Always favor me with an answer of your health. 


From Roydulub to Colonel Clive, no date, received 8th March 1758, No. 435. 

Your obliging letter that I should incert the Company’s name in the va¬ 
cant place in the sunnod, that you had no money in your treasury, and that you 
desired I would send money for your forces, 1 have with pleasure received. The 
Nabob says that he turned out Cojah Wazeed’s son, that he gave the sunnod 
for your satisfaction, arid that it is not an affair of trade, therefore there is no 
occasion for the Company’s name. I desire you will write your brother’s name 
in the sunnod. This will be proper. According to your writing I am endeavour- 
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ing to get money for your troops; but this being a holiday, Rajah Sokutsing 
and the necessary people cannot come. There is no Durbar to-day. By the 
favor of God I shall to-morrow go into the presence and get some money. For 
further particulars I refer you to Nuncomar. 


Colonel Clive to Roydulub, dated 9th March 1758, No. 436. 

Your friendly letter that I should incert my brother’s name in the sunnod, 
I have with pleasure received. No Englishman can trade or do anything in 
this country without the Company’s leave. I desire you enter the Company’s 
name in the sunnod, and send it immediately. I will not take the sunnod' in any 
other person’s name but the Company’s. It is absolutely necessary that you 
should sent money for the expences of my Army. 


From Cossim Ally Cawn to Colonel Clive, no date, received gth March 1758, No. 437. 

I before wrote you of the battle between the French and me at Cantnuggur 
and that the French went and sought protection from the Dinagepore people. 
In the meantime I have received two letters from Mr. Scrafton that I should 
cease hostilities against the French, give them encouragement, and suffer no 
one to distress them. According to Mr. Scrafton’s writing, I wrote expressly 
to my people to give them confidence. This I thought proper to advise you of. 
The trouble I have taken in this affair was for your pleasure. By the favor o^f 
God I have acted just as you wrote me. Whatever pleases you will please me. 

A Note enclosed. 

Since writing my letter, I hear Mr. Scrafton has sent a Captain with some 
men to take Monsieur Courtin. _ 

From Rajah Pulwansing to Colonel Clive, no date, received loth March 1758, No. 438. 

The Nabob has sent me a Perwannah to go to him, which pleasure. 

According to your’s, Roydulub’s and Ramnarrain’s orders, 1 will do myself the 
pleasure of kissing the Nabob’s feet. I entirely depend upon you. For further 
particulars 1 refer you to Nuncomar. May God grant you long life and pros¬ 
perity. _ 

From Rajah Ramnaut of Dinagepore to Colonel Clive, no date, received iith March 

1758, No. 439. 

Some time ago I received Perwannahs from the Nabob and you, that if the 
French should go through my country to Purnes, I should take and send them 
to you. According to your orders I sent guards to the confines of the country. 
The French are now coming from another country by boats to go towards 
Muxadavad, and Cossim Ally Cawn’s forces have followed them out of his 
country into mine. They have left their boats among Cossim Ally Cawn’s 
people, and are now travelling to Tangepore. When I heard this I sent people 
with all expedition to look after them, and I now hear they have surrounded them. 
The French want the Nabob’s and your orders and call for justice from you. 
They have hoisted the Nabob’s Colours and yours, have put on your Cloaths 
and want to go to Muxadavad. Cossim Ally Cawn’s people want to carry them 
to Rungpore, but they refuse to go, and say that if I force them they will destroy 
themselves. 1 am a poor Zemindar who pays revenues and ready to obey orders. 
If the Rungpore people should take them by force, and they should kill them¬ 
selves, it would be a troublesome affair. This I thought proper to advise you 
of, and wait for your orders how 1 am to act. 


From Mahomed Cawn to Colonel Clive, no date, received 12th March 1758 

No. 440. ' ’ 

I before wrote )rou a letter without a seal to it, and for fear it should have 
miscarried, I now write again. Mr. being a friend of mine, Surajah 

Doula wants me and sent Rajaramsing to Ballasore for that purpose; I 

had no hopes of being saved, if I should get into his hands, therefore I thought it 
necessary to leave Cuttack and go to Naggore. Surajah Doula being still deter- 
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mined to destroy me, sent Sewbat to Rajah Jannugee, he on his arrival endeavor¬ 
ed to make the Mutsuddies my enemies. In the meantime Surajah Doula, that 
destroyer of mankind, went to Hell, and the Great Meer Mahomed Jaffer Ally 
Cawn was made Subah of these provinces. He sent me a Perwannah, and the 
second of the English Factory at Ballasore wrote me a letter. I am a wellwisher 
of the Nabob’s and have a friendship for him and likewise for Mr. Roger Drake. 
This Sewbuld knows full well he wanted to keep me at Naggore and take the 
Subadary to himself. I believe this Sewbuld is an enemy of mine, and I knew 
it would be well for me to leave Naggore. By the goodness of God I am arrived 
here in health, and when I have the pleasure to see you will relate the whole 
affair. 


From Ameir Beg Cawn Bahadre to Colonel Clive, , I2th March 1758, 

No. 441. 

Roydulub has wrote me a note that I should make another Mutsuddies and 
pay off the Company’s Tancaw. You know. Sir, that this year is near at an end, 
that I am here, and that the time for gathering the revenues over, there¬ 

fore what can I do. I learn from my Dewan that there is ready at Ingellie 3 
lack and some thousand maunds of salt; that if it can be sold it will produce 
near 2 Lack of Rupees towards paying off the Tancaw, besides this, 1 am not able 
to pay a Rupee more. If Roydulub thinks my people have secreted anything, let 
him send for my Naib, or whoever he pleases, and examine their accounts, and 
whoever found guilty let him take it from them. Roydulub is the Minister and 
can give Tancaws on another country. The Tancaw for 1165 I agree to. 
When I arrive at Hughly, by the blessing of God, according to my agreement I 
will pay the money. _ 


Colonel Clive to Pulwansing, dated 13th March 1758, No. 44a. 

I have received your letter, as Roydulub has wrote to you, I do not doubt, 
but the Nabob’s intentions towards you are favorable, and I believe you may 
come to him with safety. _ 

Colonel Clive to Rajah Telockchund, dated 13th March 1758, No. 443. 

I have received your letter, and when I see Roydulub I will speak to him to 
settle your affairs. 

Colonel Clive to Rajah Kissenchnnd, dated 13th March 1758, No. 444. 

I have received your letter, and if you pay off your Tancaws when due you 
may be assured of our friendship. I cannot think our Telinghas would act in 
such a manner, however, I will write to Calcutta about it. From very good hands 
I learn that you are paying Omichund the money which you should give to the 
Company. This will not be well for you. 


Colonel Clive to Rajah Ramnaut, dated 13th March 1758, No. 445. 

I have received jour obliging letter, and am obliged to you for the trouble 
you have taken in this affair of the French. I hope they will be taken prisoners, 
but not destroyed. _ 

Colonel Clive to Cossim Ally Cawn, dated 13th March 1758, No. 446. 

I have received your friendly letter, and am much obliged to jou for the 
trouble you have taken in this affair. You have shewn yourself a friend both to 
the Nabob and me in it. By your bravery in taking their boats and defeating 
them in battle, you have reduced these people to such dispair that they wrote 
to has sent people to make them prisoners. 


Colonel Clive to Roydullub, dated 13th March 1758, No. 447. 

I enclose for your perusal a letter that I have received from Ameir Beg 
Cawn Bahadre. When the Tancaws were first given on him he told both you and 
me that not discharge them. You and he have been 4 months endeavouring 
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to settle this affair, and after all he writes there is only 3 Lack Maunds of salt; 
that if it can be sold, it will produce something less than 2 Lack of Rupees. You 
are the Minister, it is therefore proper that on whomsoever you give Tancaws, you 
should oblige them to accept them. What signifies giving me Tancaws, if they 
are not paid off. From your freidship for me, I expect when you see this letter 
you will give me Tancaws on Ramnarrain, as we shall have occasion for money 
at Patna. If you make any delay, I shall think you act like a Mutsuddie. I am 
very angry with you. 


Colonel Clive to Ramnarrain, dated 14th March 1758, No. 448. 

One of my people went in company with a man of Rajaram’s to Budge- 
poor to raise forces. They had raised a great number and advanced them a 
month’s pay, when Codansing came and drove them all away and plunder’d the 
my servant was of a chest of money. When I heard this 1 had a mind to 
send a few people to punish him and destroy his country, that other wicked 
people may take warning thereby, but I thought, without advising you of it, it 
would be a breach of friendship. I therefore trouble you that if on your enquiring 
into the affair Codansing will confess his . It will be well if out, he will be 
treated as he deserves. 


Colonel Clive to the Nabob, dated 15th March 1758, No. 449, 

For some days past I have been very ill, which has hindered me from 
writing to enquire after your health, but from others I hear you are very well, 
which gives your son exquisite pleasure. 

The sunnod for the saltpetre I have received. You have done me a great 
favor, and I am very much obliged to you. I was from desiring that you should 
suffer by granting us the sunnod. I always expected that a father would bestow 
more favor on his son than Cojah Wazeed or Cojah Ashroophe. It is not the 
English method to flatter or fine speeches such as you hear every day in 
your Durbar, but whenever the time of danger comes you will find us the most 
true and faithful freinds you have. As the rainy season is approaching, I desire 
you will acquaint me when you propose returning to Muxadavad, that I may 
hold myself in readiness to march. I beg you will frequently write me of your 
health. 


From the Nabob to Colonel Clive, no date, received i6th March 1758, No. 450. 

I have with much pleasure received your , by it I am informed of my 
son’s love for me. You who are dearer to me than my life I hope God will grant 
you much health and prosperity. My brother Roydulub has a great desire to go 
to Giah when he returns it will be about the end of our month. I propose to 
make my march towards Muxadavad. 


From Roydulub to Colonel Clive, no date, received i6th March 1758, No. 451. 

I have received your obliging letter enclosing Ameir Beg Cawn Bahadre’s 
letter to you for my perusal. I understand what Ameir Beg would beat. For 
two days I have had a pain in my eyes and could not go to the Durbar. I am 
now pretty well and to-morrow shall go to the Nabob, when whatever is fixed on 
1 will write you. 


Colonel Clive to the Nabob, dated i7tb March 1758, No. 452. 

It is now near four months since I have received a Tancaw Ameir Beg 
Cawn Bahadre for 6 , 50,000 Rupees, but to this day I have not been paid one 
Rupee of it. Ameir Beg tells me he does not know what he can pay. I enclose 
for your perusal a letter I have received from him, and desire you will give 
express orders to Roydulub to pay the money immediately. If this cannot be 
done, I desire you will to give me a Tancaw on Ramnarran place 

that I may get the money soon and the Tancaw I have received on 

Ameir Beg. 
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The Nabob to Colonel Clive, no date, received igth March I75S» No. 453. 

Your obliging letter that your Tancaw for 5 Lack on Hughly was not 
yet paid, and that you enclosed Ameir Beg Cawn’s letter for my perusal, I have 
with pleasure received. You want a Tancaw on Ramnarran. \ou will know it is 
settled that he is to pay 7 Lack this month, of which you have had i Lack, my 
own sepoys another, and the remaining 5 is to be sent to the King. The time 
for gathering the revenues is over. I can give you a Tancaw for the time that 
is coming, which begins in April. Rajah Ramnarran agrees to take a Tancaw 
on him for 2 lack, with this proviso that he will pay 50,000 Rupees every month 
till the whole is discharged ; if this will do write me, and I will order the 
Tancaw to be made out; if not, wait till I return to the place where I have given 
you Crores, and by the blessing of God 1 will then discharge the 5 Lacks. 


Colonel Clive to Roydulub, dated 19th March 1758, No. 454. 

I enclose for your perusal a letter I have just received from the Nabob, and 
desire that you will not think of going to Giah till these affairs are settled 
letter. 

From Roydulub to Colonel Clive, dated and received 19th March 1758, No. 455. 

I have received your obliging letter enclosing the Nabob's to you. You 
W'rite that till the affair of the Tancaw is finished I must not go to Giah. The 
Nabob has wrote very fully in regard to the settling of this affair. They are all 
gone, but for your satisfaction 1 remain. Ram Narran is going to pay his res¬ 
pects to you, by him I return the Nabob’s letter. 


Colonel Clive to Roydulub, dated 19th March 1758, No. 456. 

I sent you a letter at Moon that 1 received from the Nabob, and by this 
time you must be acquainted with the contents. I understand what you have 
wTote to Nuncomar, as all your people are gone and you are alone. 1 write that 
1 would have you go. It is not proper your going without finishing this affair 
of the Tancaws. 1 can only desire you will return soon. I agree to take a 
Tancaw on Ram Narran for 2 Lack of Rupees, and the remainder you must give. 
This business entirely belongs to you. Your going delays the payment of the 
money. I shall look on it as a particular favor if you will return as soon as 
possible and pay the rest of the money. 


Colonel Clive to the Nabob, dated 20th March 1758, No. 457. 

I have received your Expellency’s obliging letter and observe the contents. 

Although the Tancaw upon Ameir Beg Cawn ought to have been paid z 
months ago and the Tancaw upon Ram Narran for— Lack of rupees will not be 
all paid these 4 months, yet out of my great friendship for yon I consent to it, 
relying upon fhe promise you have made me to pay the rest at the place where 
you say you have given not paid a Crore of Rupees, I imagine this must be 
some mistake of the Munshies. 


From the Nabob to Colonel Clive, no date, received 21st March 1758, No. 458. 

I have received your obliging letter that you agree to take a Tancaw on 
Ram Narran for 2 Lack of Rupees, but do not understand the other part of 
your letter: enclosed you will receive a Tancaw on Ram Narran iFor 2 Lack of 
Rupees; he will pay you according to the agreement. By thp blessing of God 
I will pay the rest as 1 before wrote you. 


From Ouduntsing to Colonel Clive, no date, received 27th March 1758, No. 459. 

I have received a Perwannah from Rajah Ram Narran that you are very 
angry with me on account of some complaints having been made to you, and 
that you heard I was the person who behaved in such a manner —— came here 
to raise forces. You never wrote me nor did your man mention any one to me. 
When I heard what had happened, I went and confined all the people at the 



place where your man lived. In the interim I received a letter from Rajaramsing 
and according to his writing have released and delivered them to your people. 
The eleven hundred rupees that were plundered I send from my own house for 
satisfaction. I hope from the favor you have shew’d Ram Narran that you will 
be my Patron and Protector. _ 

From the Nabob to Colonel Clive, no date, received 28th March r758, No. 460. 

You have now been gone three or four days, and I have not heard of your 
health, which gives me some uneasiness. It is proper that you should write me 
frequently of your welfare. I should be glad to know when you return. 


Colonel Clive to the Nabob, dated 30th March 1758, No. 461. 

1 have received your kind letter enquiring after my health. By the good¬ 
ness of God 1 am something better and propose returning in two or three days, 
but if you intend marching before I will return sooner. 


From the Nabob to Colonel Clive, no date, received 30th March 1758, No. 462. 

Your obliging letter that you was better and that you proposed returning in 
two or three days, but would come sooner if I marched, I have with pleasure 
received. By the goodness of God, Monday, the 3 rd April, being a lucky day, 
1 intend to march; of this I before acquainted you. It is proper that you should 
return soon and advise me of your health. 

Colonel Clive to the Nabob, dated 31st March 1758, No. 463. 

On the receipt of your obliging letter I immediately came to Town, and 
have ordered my army to move to-morrow towards Jaffer Cawn’s Garden and to 
continue making small marches if you are resolved to move on the 23 rd of the 
Moon. 


From the Nabob to Colonel Clive, dated and received 1st April 1758, No. 464. 

To-morrow being Sunday and a lucky day I shall move to Jaffer Cawn’s 
Garden. It is but a small place and your troops are encamped by it. My 
tents are just now as I sent them, therefore write you to order your troops to 
march to-morrow morning that my tents may be pitched. To-morrow morning 
I shall go into the killa. _ 

Colonel Clive to the Nabob, dated ist April 1758, No. 465. 

I have with pleasure received your letter and had before ordered my troops 
to march to-morrow. 


From Juggatseat and Seroopechund, — dated and received 4th April 1758, No. 466. 
For some time past we have not had the pleasure of a letter from you. 
We are ever desirous of hearing of your welfare, and hope that you will write 
us often of your health. 


Colonel Clive to Juggatseat and Seroopechund, — 4th March 1758, No. 4SJ. 

I have with pleasure received your obliging letter. I have been sick for 
some time or should have answered your former letter soon. By the goodness 
of God I am now a little better. Till I have the pleasure of seeing you write 
me of your health. _ 


From Codair Cawn Luttee to Colonel Clive, no date, received 5th April 1758, No. 468. 

I have with much pleasure received your very obliging letter from Rajaram. 
I hope God will grant you long life and prosperity for the favor you show me. 
1 thank God for sending so good a man here at such a time. Sciad Adam, a 
friend of mine, will set out with some horses to you on the 22 nd of the Moon, 
from him you will learn further particulars; from Rajaram I am informed that 
you march for certain on the 21 st of the Moon. I therefore beg leave to- 
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trouble you lor a Dustuck, that no one may slop Sc\ad Adam, \i not leave your 
orders with the Chief of Patna and a gentleman of your — Sciad Adam with 
the horses safe — through Succregully. 


From Ameir Beg Cawn Bahadre to Colonel Clive, no date, received 5th April 

1758, No. 469. 

Yesterday I went to pay my respects to the Nabob, who told me he would 
march to-morrow to Ram Narran’s Garden, and that he should halt there for 8 
or 10 days. I have just now received a note from the Nabob that your army 
is near Ram Narran’s Garden, he therefore desires you will order them to 
march on. If it is agreeable to you I will go and live with the Nabob. I hear 
Roydulub has left Guiah and will be here in a day or two. 


Colonel Clive to Ameir Beg .Cawn Bahadre, dated 5th April , No, 470. 

I have with pleasure received your obliging letter, and accordingly have 
sent orders to my army to march on. I should be very glad if the Nabob himself 
would write me of his intentions in regard to marching and halting, and not 
inform me by other people. I would have you remain wherever you please. 


Colonel Clive to Codair Cawn Luttee, dated nth April 1758, No. 471. 

Your obliging letter that you should send Sciad Adam the 22nd of the Moon 
with some horses, and that you wanted a Dustuck for them, I have with pleasure 

received, and now enclose you a Dustuck for them and . . you will write me 

of your health. _ 

Colonel Clive to Roydulub, dated 13th April 1758, No. 472. 

It is now 5 months since my army took the field, the expences amount to 
one Lack a month and the Nabob has only paid me Lack. To this time by 
borrowing money and giving good words I have kept my army — expecting that 
we should have marched long before this agreeable to the repeated hopes the 
Nabob how given me, and intending to have got the ballance at Muxadavad, but 
now I bear the Nabob is going to make a visit of Devotion, which will take up some 
time. I must therefore desire you will get me or 2 Lack of rupees for 1 can¬ 
not wait any longer. You must know that my expences were to have been 
advanced me. 


From the Nabob to Colonel Clive, no date, received 14th April 1758, No. 473. 

Late last night arrived a Phirmaund from the King. This being a lucky 
day, 1 intend receiving it in the afternoon. This I thought proper to advise 
you of. 1 enclose copy of the paragraph of Juggatseat and Seroopechund’s 
letter to me relating to the sunnod. 

The Paragraph. 

Rarapursaud writes the sunnod for the Titles for Colonel Clive and Mr. 
Watts, for the Nabob, for his son and the rest of his family will soon be ready 
when he will send — you will acquaint the gentlemen of—. 


Colonel Clive to the Nabob, dated 14th April 1758, No. 474. 

Your obliging letter that a Phirmaund was arrived from the King, I have 
with pleasure received. I am much rejoiced at this news, and beg leave to con¬ 
gratulate you on it. I observe — Juggatseat writes in regard to your Titles, 
May God preserve you. 

From Seree Sahoo Rajah Puddumbooge Purnmurran Riot Chet See Sewatt Shamrund- 
rasheah Raiah See Neriutt to Colonel Clive Sabut Jung Bahadre, no date, received 
14th April 1758, No. 475. 

From Sewbutt I have heard of your great character, your friendship, your 
justice and firmness to the treaties you make. This gives me much pleasure. 
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I had long known the friendship you entertained for me, but from Sewbutt’s 
letter I learn that it is become much stronger than before. Our friendship is of 
long standing. We are as one like to the seeing out of one eye. Let our friend¬ 
ship be strong, and favor me in your heart as a real friend; if you do so, what at 
present is deeply hidden in the breast will soon come to light. There are some 
affairs which I do not think proper to commit paper, but I have told them 
Sewbutt, to whom I desire you will pay a due attention, that you may thoroughly 
acquaint yourself with them and favor rae. Many letters from Monsieur Busie, 
hereafter I will fav-our you with their contents. By the goodness of God what 
is deeply hidden will soon come to light. Till I have the pleasure of seeing you 
that you write me often, which will give me much satisfaction. 

A Note enclosed. 

Mirza Sallee, who was confined for some years concerning his accounts, is 
fled from here without my knowledge and taken the Nabob’s protection. 1 hope 
you will act in regard to returning this man and many other matters as 
Sewbutt may desire you. 


From Roydulub to Colonel •Clive, no date, received 15th April 175^1 No. 476. 

Your letter that your forces were much in want of nioney, that you was 
obliged to borrow and give good words to make them quiet, and that you heard 
the Nabob was going to make a visit of Devotion, which would take up some 
time, I have with pleasure received. It is true your forces must want money, but 
you agreed to receive the ballance at Mnxadavad. Rest assured on your arrival 
at that place that you shall receive it. You know how difficult it is to get money 
here. If the Nabob goes to make this visit he will return soon. 


"From ■■ - '■ to Colonel Clive, no date, received i6th April ——, No. ——. 

I imagine Mr. Amyatt has told you the conversation — on Friday. Last 
•night Roydulub and Ram Narran came here, and from them 1 learn that it will 
take up 10 or 12 days to finish my brother Meer Cossum’s affairs — what occa¬ 
sion is there for my staying here. To-morrow morning I shall march for Bahar 
and propose returning within the time prescribed for settling my brother’s 
affairs. 


From Colonel Clive to Ram Narran, dated i6th April 1758, No. 478. 

I enclose for your perusal a letter I have just received from the Nabob. 
The length of time I have stay’d here has been entirely on your account, and now 
I don’t see the least occasion for my remaining here any longer, therefore in a 
day or two 1 shall write to the Nabob for his leave to return to Muxadavad. 


Colonel Clive to the Nabob, dated iGth April 1758, No. 479. 

I have with pleasure received your obliging letter. You write that you are 
going to Bahar, whatever is to you will be so to me. I can only say that at this 
place I do not see any hopes of recovering my health. 


From Juggapaturaul Rajah of——Millipilla in Golconda to Colonel Clive, no date 

received .i6th April 1758, No. 480. * 

1 and my family have been for some time sojourners from our own habita¬ 
tion. Write me of your health, which will give me much pleasure. At this time 
I am at Billoormunder Vita without any means of living. When I arrive at 
Fiddour I shall send you what news may then be stirring. I am ever praying for 
your success and that you may have great wealth. I send Pelangee my Vacqueel 
to you, who will speak to you of many affairs; and when you come this way, you 
shall be further informed. My whole family depend on you 1 hope you will re¬ 
member me. I could not write in Perrian for fear of being discovered. Pray 
favor me with an answer. 
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From Ram Narran to Colonel Clive, dated and received i6th April 1758, No. 481, 
Your obliging letter enclosing the Nabob’s letter to you 1 have with plea¬ 
sure received and observe the contents. Mr. Arayatt has certainly told you what 
past at the Durbar on Friday. It is true the Nabob intends to go Baliar. This 
being a great day of mine prevents me from waiting on you, but I shall not fail 
of doing myself that pleasure to-morrow morning- ■ address you on my 
affairs. I am——*, you will favour me. 


From Roydulub to Colonel Clive, no date, received i6th April 1758, No. 482. 

I hear that you say I was in fault in regard to the Nabob’s not marching 
when you sent Mr. Amyatt the other day to talk on that subject. This both 
surprizes and affects me, what can I say or write; you know my heart. Mr. 
Amyatt must not have heard what I said to the Nabob, I have therefore told it, 
Nuncomar, and from him you will learn what fault 1 can have committed. 


Colonel Clive to Roydulub, dated 17th April 1758, No. 483. 

Ram Narran came here early this morning. From him I learn that you came 
to the city this afternoon to carry away Meer Cossum; that the Nabob begins his 
march toward Bahar this evening, and proceeds from thence to Mongheer, and 
that you are going with all the forces to that place. This is very proper, but 
how is it settled in regard to Ram Narran’s taking his leave of the Nabob. 
Where do you propose carrying him. I think it would be better if he was to take 
leave this afternoon as he is now going to camp. 1 cannot stay any longer 
here. 


From Roydulub to Colonel Clive, no date, received 17th April 1758, No. 484. 

I staid at the Durbar to-day till noon in expectation of Ram Narran’s arrival, 
but he did not come even at three o’clock. If he comes, I will be present when 
he takes his leave and carry him with me. The Nabob and I live 2 ^ Coss 
distant, therefore it was near 4 before I got to my tents, and your letter in regard 
to Ram Narran’s taking his leave did not reach me till near evening, and 1 
immediately wrote to Rajah Sokutsing to go with Ram Narran to take his leave 
of the Nabob and then bring him to me that we might consult about getting 
Meer Cossum away. I am persuaded Rajah Sokutsing will act as I wrote 
him — go to visit Meer Cossum, and after — do myself the pleasure of waiting 
on you. _ 


Colonel Clive to Allum Queer, King of Hindoostan, dated 17th April 1758, No. 485. 

I did myself the honor of writing to your Majesty some months since, but 
as I am apprehensive the latter may have miscarried, I now deliver a copy of it 
into the hands of your slave and servant Sitaub Roy. 

Having accompanied Nabob Jaffer Ally Cawn thus far in order to settle the 
affairs of Bahar, 1 have the pleasure to acquaint Your Majesty that the three 
Subahs now enjoy perfect tranquility, and that the Nabob increase daily in 
reputation and the love of his subjects. 

God grant Your Majesty a long and prosperous reign. The English are 
always ready to exert their utmost abilities in Your Majesty’s cause. What can 
1 say more. _ 

Colonel Clive to Gauze Adin Cawn, Prime Vizier and Imitator of Xssof, dated 17th 

April 1758, No. 486. 

I am uncertain of the letter I wrote some months since has been delivered 
to your Excellency. I therefore now give a copy of it to Sitaub Roy to be 
forwarded by his means. 

The affairs of these three Soubahs are now' very happily settled, and Nabob 
Jaffer Ally Cawn increases daily in reputation and the love of his subjects. 
No one can be more devoted than he is to your Excellency. The English like¬ 
wise wish for nothing so much as an opportunity of shewing their attachment 
to a Minister, the reputation of whose goodness and great abilities has reached 
the most distant nations* 
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From the Nabob to Colonel Give dated 2ist, received 23rd April, No. 487. 

By the goodness of God I have this day paid my Devotion to the Durga 
and fed all the Faquirs. All here is well. I am ever desirous of your welfare. 
By the blessing of God 1 propose marching towards Bahar on the 34 th of this 
month. 


Colonel Clive to the Nabob, dated 23rd April 1758, No. 488. 

I have with pleasure received your obliging letter, and am much pleased 
to hear you have done your business at Bahar. On Tuesday 1 shall certainly set 
out to join my army and march every day till I get to Mongheer. 


Colonel Clive to Seree Sahoo Rajah Puddumbooge Purnmurram Riott Chet See Sewatt 
Shamrundas Meah Rajah See Nirjut, dated 24th April 1758, No. 489. 

Your letter which Sewbutt sent me has given me more pleasure than I can 
express in writing. 1 have long been desirous of hearing from you and of keep* 
ing a correspondence with a man of your distinguish’d Reputation and Justice. 

It is a long time that the strictest friendship has subsisted between the 
Morattoes and the English Company, which I hope to God will daily inorease, 
therefore when you see a proper time write me your intentions freely, and I shall 
be always ready to shew my regard for you. 

1 have discoursed to Sewbutt very often about the affairs of Duan, which I 
have very much at heart; whenever you write me word you are ready, I shall be 
ready likewise. The oftener you write me the more our friendship will increase, 
What can I say more. 

A paper apart, 

I shall acquaint the Nabob with your displeasure at Mirza Sallei’s behaviour, 
and tell him that it is proper what you ask be complyed with. 


Colonel Clive to Sewbutt the Morattoe Vacqueel, dated 24th April 1758, No. 490, 

I enclose you a letter for the Sahoo Rajah, which I desire you will forward 
to him without delay. _ 

From Golalchund Roy to Colonel Clive, no date, received 24th April 1758, No. 491. 

I have with much pleasure heard of your great character and justice from 
every one. This time the King has given you a troop of 6,000 Horse and 
the title of Zubdit al ad Doulah Bahadre Sabut Jung on account of the friendship 
I entertain for you. I made no delay in getting the sunnods ready, and have 
delivered them to the Vacqueel of Sujah Al Mulk Hissaum ad Doulah Meer 
Mahomed Jaffer Cawn Bahadre Mahaubut Jung. I hope you will favour Abdul 
Nuffee, a servant of mine. If I can serve you this way, pray favor me with your 
commands. 

-, 

Colonel Clive to Juggapaturaul Rajah of Bennimoor Banca and Millipiila, dated aath 

April 1758, No. 492. 

I have received your letter by your Vacqueel Pelangee who has explained 
many things to me. 1 have been a long acquainted with your friendship for the 
English. My intentions were to have set out 6 months ago to drive the French 
out of Duan, but the troubles in this country obliged me to march to Patna. Now 
all these affairs are settled. I shall therefore certainly be at Cuttack as soon as 
the rains are over. It is proper I be supplied with provisions. In all other 
matters I am strong enough. The bearer will acquaint you. with many parti* 
culars. Write me often of the news of the country. 


From _ * to Colonel CUve, no date, received 26th April 1758, No. 

I have with great pleasure received your obliging Note enclosing Letter for 
the Sahoo Rajah. A pair of Cossids from Delhi with letters from Moodagee 
Bossala to me are just now arrived, by which I learn Goly Cawn Veta are come 
on this side of Couti Colpee, and that Moodagee Bossala with Sumseer Bahadre 
and Attalpund will soon arrive there, but it is reported that Sumseer Bahadre 
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and Attalpund wll wait for the King’s son. Moodagee Bossala writes me he shall 
make no delay in coming into this country. The French have paid their res¬ 
pects to the King’s son, but Moodagee Bossala gives them no encouragement. 
I have wrote the particulars of our conversation to Moodagee Bossala. I imagine 
Tunnugee Bossala will come to Nucknore on account of our not being paid. We 
are as one, therefore whatever news 1 receive I send it to you. When the Marajahs 
come I will bring them and you together very privately, you and they shall be 
together. _ 


Colonel Clive to the Nabob, dated 29th April 1758, No. 494. 

I hear Ram Narran is to take his leave of you either to-day or to-morrow 
I have therefore sent my sepoys on and embarked my soldiers in the boats. 
By the blessing of God they will move tomorrow. 


From the Nabob to Colonel Clive, dated and received a9th April, No. 495. 

I have with pleasure received your letter and observe the contents. You 
write your soldiers go to-morrow — well. By the blessing of God Ameir Beg 
Cawn will — to-morrow morning and talk to you on some affairs. 


Colonel Clive to the Nabob, dated 7th May 1758, No. 496. 

By the goodness of God 1 this day arrived safe at Tilliagurry, and shall 
halt here a day or two for my sepoys, when I shall proceed to Muxadavad, from 
which place I shall go to Calcutta very soon, and when 1 hear of your arrival at 
the city, I shall return to pay my respects to your Excellency. 

Ameir Beg Cawn informs me you have lost a horse which you hear is in my 
camp, if it be there, I will give orders to have it delivered to him. 


From the Nabob to Colonel Clive, no date, received 15th May 1758, No. 497, 

Your obliging letter that you was arrived safe at Gongarparsaud that you 
should halt two days for your sepoys, and then proceed to Muxadavad, where you 
should stay 3 or 4 days and then go to Calcutta, and that when you heard 1 was 
arrived at the city, you would return to visit me, I have with much pleasure 
received. By the favor of God I hope you and your people will arrive safe at 
Muxadavad and likewise at Calcutta. I will advise you of my arrival at the city. 
By the blessing of God this second of the Ramoozan I arrived at Bogglepore 
and proceed to Rajahmall, where I must make some offerings —. The horse 
you wrote me about is not yet come, when he does I will write you of it. 


Colonel Clive to the Nabob, dated 15th May 1758, No. 498. 

I have received your Excellency’s letter in answer to mine. 

I have halted 3 days at Bangwangolah for my sepoys and boats, and shall 
march for Moraudbang to-morrow'. 

I send the Budgerow I spoke to your Excellency about at Penarack and 
desire your acceptance of it. 1 hope you will write me often of your health. 


Colonel Clive to the Nabob, dated i8th May 1758, No. 499. 

The day before my march to Sydabad, agreeable to what I Wrote your Excel¬ 
lency some time ago, I received a letter from Mr. Scrafton to the following 
purport: That the young Nabob had expressed to Petrus his apprehensions that 
Sabut Jung was not his>friend, and that he suspected Roydulub of evil intentions 
towards him, and in this manner he expressed himself in Mr. Scrafton’s presence. 
When I heard these things I was more wounded than if I had been struck with 
a cannon ball, and immediately sent for Ameir Beg Cawn to tell him all these 
things. Yesterday in the afternoon the man came to see me and by his be¬ 
haviour towards me his fears of me were not removed. When were the English 
known to do bad things that such injurious thoughts should be entertained of 
them. It was at Placis I risqued my life, my reputation and the very being of 
the Company to establish you and your family, and it was at the Seat’s house 
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that the strictest alliance was concluded by oath between your Excellency, the 
Seats, Roydulub and myself; and I call God to witness it has been the whole 
study of my life to make you happy and to see your country flourish; when these 
things are heard at Delhi, Sujait Doulah's, and the Morattoes Country, they will 
say these people are quarrelling among themselves, now is the proper time to 
take the rich subahship of Bengal from Jaffer Ally Cawn. For my own part 
if I find the upright manner in which I have hitherto acted and the solemn 
oath I have sworn to your Excellency, cannot exempt me from unnatural suspi¬ 
cions, I am determined to return to Chinapatam, where I shall find the affection 
of a father from Nabob Mahmud Ally Cawn who has seen proofs of my attach¬ 
ment to him for more than ten years. I desire you will look upon me as your 
and show the young Nabob your displeasure at this behaviour. 1 send you 
a letter from the Nabob of Arcot, accompanied with serv’d up in silk. 


Colonel Clive to Ram Narran, dated igth May 1758, No. 500. 

When I drew near Muxadavad, I was informed that the young Nabob was 
under some apprehensions of Roydulub and me, but when I arrived at the Citjj 
I soon quieted the affair. 

On my arrival at Moraudbaug I did not forget the affair of Geramul, but 
immediately sent for the Seats and talk’d to them very severely, on whicl. 
they have turn’d him out of the City. 

I did not hear of the Nabob’s being displeased with you, but rest assurec 
I shall always be your friend while you act the part of an honest man. It givei 
me much pleasure to hear from Mr. Amyatt that you are assisting' him in th» 
Company’s business. 


Colonel Clive to Ram Narran, dated 19th May 1758, No. 501. 

I before spoke to you and now write you in regard to the finishing of Sitaub 
Roy’s affairs ; but from the friendship subsisting between us, I think there is no 
occasion for writing. I am to inform you that Sitaub Roy is come on a just cause, 

and that he has been at a great expence, therefore if his affairs are not settled- 

say to his master, or what will be the consequence,-the rains are over. It is 

very proper that every one-endeavour to oblige the great men belonging to 

the-hear there is a ballance due from Beinpoor Malda and some other Per- 

gunnahs. I make no doubt but you wll settle these matters. The Jaguires be¬ 
longing to Nabob Vizier al Momallick and Nabob Sumsaum ad Doula never paid 
the Chout Veta,but since Sitaub Roy’s arrival it is stopt; this must be displeasing 
to his master. There is a friendship subsisting between me and Sitaub Roy ; in 
serving him you will oblige me and make no doubt but this business will be 
finished. 


From Fidvir Allum Guire Gazee Solima Ektidar Assof Jaw Nizam al Mulk Nizam Ooula 
Meer Nizam Ally Cawn Bahadre Futtee Jung Sippah Sallar Yaroffadar to Colonel Clive 
no date, received 21st May 1758, No. 50a. 

The letter you sent me I have perused. The fate of Surajad Doulah and the 
accession of Meer Mahmud Jaffer Cavin, I am acquainted with. To be true in 
treaties is commendable in the sight of God and man. 1 am acquinted with the 
affairs relating to the Duan factories, and with the blessing of God, according as 

you shall write-interest myself in every thing that is proper-. Things 

which you have wrote for my welfare I take kindly, not being able to possess 
myself and suffering great difficulties. 

Gave Balleroy an opportunity he forgot his friendship for me and prepared 
for war. Emir al Mull Mallick{Madaral Mulk Assof al Doula Bahadre was in the 
Beerar country with a large army. He sent for me and made me master of his 
own territories and gave all the affairs of Decan into my hands. The wicked 
enemy proud of his riches and territories was not to be turned from his 
designs, and Bisswass Roy son to Ballagee Roy, with great forces laid waste all 
the country within two Coss of the City of Cojah Sto Bonead and ready for battle. 
Rajah Ramchund Bahadre and Gose Cawn Bahadre were coming to Court from 
their own country; them they surrounded for 30 Coss, and Ballagee Roy came 
from Poonah and arrived near the city, which he surrounded; and ordered hil 
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Commanders to raise war on every side. It therefore became me to give orders 
to chastise those who came to disturb my country. It is known that the forces 
of Duan are as a hive of bees. With confidence in the Almighty I marched 
from the city to the relief of the Rajah Veta, The first day I pitched my tents 

on the Banks of Jessmond Tank, three or four hundred-encamped three or four 

Cossfrom me, the enemy slighting-numbers attacked them with 15,000 men, 

but my army undaunted by their numbers fought and put them to flight with 
great loss. Sciad Humrah, a great Commander of theirs, was wounded with an 
arrow in the head. 

Numbers were sent to hell and the rest were totally defeated, and in this man¬ 
ner we fought daily with guns, swords and bows, and my army always kept their 
ground, at last I charged the enemy so stoutly that they fled, and 1 released the 
Rajah Veta, who came and paid his respects to me in good health. The 
next day I marched with all my forces in pursuit of the enemy, and fell on the 
van of the army which immediately fled. There was only one way left for them 
to go which was over a high hill, at the top of which they planted their cannon 
at me and fir’d everyway. Observing this, I immediately gave orders to Ibrahim 
Cawn Bahadre, Bubber Jung, the Commander of my Gardis,* to go j|nd take the 
cannon, in attempting to do this 50,000 horse of the enemy came and fell on 
my people, on which the battle grew very warm, till my ammunition was all spent, 
when they attacked one another with swords; when I heard this I directly 
order’d the rear to advance and the van of my army to retire, when the battle 
grew still warmer and by the favor of God I gained a great victory. They have 
not been defeated in this manner for these 50 years and now have not power in 
any place in Hindoostan. Bisswass Raw came to me to ask my pardon which 1 
granted him. Ballagee Roy encamped at the distance of 10 Coss from my 
camp, he came twice to pay his respects in a very humble manner. I have entered 
into a treaty with him, that he shall be always ready to serve me. God give you 
happiness. 

From the Nabob to Colonel Clive, dated 21st, received 23rd May 1758, No. 503. 

Your obliging letter I have with much pleasure received and observe the 
contents. I can neither speak nor write how much I am affected at it. I have 
deferr’d going to make my offerings at the Durgaw, and this day shall begin 
my march with the utmost expedition for Muxadavad, where by the blessing of 
God 1 shall arrive very soon when we will talk upon the affair. What the Chuta 
Nabob has said is very bad. This is done by bad designing men. By the 
favor of God you, who are a very understanding man, I know will not 
suffer yourself to be angry or affected at what wicked men say with a design to 
break our friendship. I shall not be pleased if we are separated. You must not 
think of going to Chinapatam. I have a greater regard for you than any of my 
sons, and so I have for Dullubram Bahadre than any of my brothers. Even 
when you was displeased with him I show’d him favor, and I am fully persuaded 
his intentions are good. By the goodness of God whatever I enjoy is entirely 
o\nng to your favor and friendship. I know people raise these reports to ruin my 
family. I still remain firm to the treaty made with you, to break that would be to 
break my oath. I thank God you have had several instances of this. I swear by 
God if I had a thousand tongues 1 could not express the obligations 1 am under 
to you. Whatever has been done is owing to your favor. God forbid I should do 
anything to displease you. You would then have reason to be angry. It is 
proper you should show me the same favor as at first. Pay no regard to what 
the Chuta Nabob says, it is all set on foot by bad men with a design to break 
our friendship. As long as I live I shall have a regard for you. I am persuaded 
you will not suffer what has been said to have any weight with you. By the bless¬ 
ing of God 1 shall continue my march daily till 1 arrive. I who regard you more 
than my life hope, you will by no means think of moving till my arrival, because 
till we meet your distrust cannot cease. I will inform you when I receive the 
Nabob of Arcot’s present. 

Colonel Clive to the Nabob, dated 23rd May 1758, No. 504. 

I have with much pleasure received your obliging and affectionate letter, 
and am sorry you should have deferr'd making your offerings at the Durgaw 

* Gardi (English Cuard). Native Soldiers disciplined after the European mode to act as guards: an 
obsolete tenn. 
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for this affair. I have been to visit the young Nabob and we are now on very 
good terms. I cannot express how much I wish for your welfare and that of your 
family. I never have nor will listen to the idle stories of talebearers, ^nd if Roy- 
dulub had any bad intentions, I would go myself and destroy him and his family; 
1 have opened my mind to Ameir Beg Cawn who will write you. The disorders 
which you well know I have been long troubled with requires I should go to 
Calcutta and get a speedy cure or it may be fatal to me. Some money matters 
remaining to be settled betwixt Roydulub and me have detained me thus long 
here, but to-morrow I set out for Cossimbazar, from whence I shall proceed to Cal¬ 
cutta, when by the blessing of God I hope soon to recover and be ready to wait 
on your Excellency whenever you may want me. Colonel Forde, who is a wise 
and good officer and who commands m my absence, will pay his respects to you 
as soon as you arrive in the city. Whatever you order that he will do. 


From the Nabob to Colonel Clive, no date, received 23rd May 17581 No. 505. 

I have with pleasure received your letter and the Budgerow with an 
account of health, of which I am daily desirous of hearing of. God preserve you 
in health. I return you thanks for the Budgerow. This day I encamped at 
Fettiahpoor, and to-morrow I shall go and encamp near A Durga. I shall march 
every day till I have the pleasure of seeing you. 


From Sewbutt to Colonel Clive, no date, received 30th May 1758, No. 506. 

1 am come from Bejenaut, a place of worship near Benaras, by quick 
marches. I hear that Marajah Moodagee Bossala is arrived at Benaras with an 
intention to come to Patna and 1 hear that Jannugee Bossala and Bulgoa 
Pundit left at Jeesgurrah and are coming to Cuttack, Massaul Huddun Mahomed 
Cawn is to pay me a sum of four Lack and a half, in which I beg your aid and 
assistance. He is fled from Naggore and taken the protection of the Nabob. 
I cannot write how much 1 have suffered in endeavouring to get this money. 
You have always shew’d me much favor. I beg you will consider well and write 
me how 1 must apply to the Nabob to get this money that this troublesome 
affair may be finished. 

Mr. Playdell, the chief of Ballasore, has destroyed the old Bazars of 
Azimabad Veta and set up new ones, on which account there is eternal quarrels 
between the people of Ballasore and the Zemindars. Till the quarrel with Rajah- 
ram you never had a Factory at Cuttack, and now yo,ur people are quarrelling 
with the Ciriars people which must occasion a loss. This is not acting like 
friends. You and I are as one. I therefore desire you to write to Mr. Playdell 
to continue in the old way, that he will not take any of the Jaguires and that he 
will make the usual presents. 1 have great occasion for a couple of dogs and any 
thing that is fine which I make no doubt but you will favor me with. When any 
news I shall not fail of advising you. 


Colonel Clive to the Nabob, dated 31st May 1758, No. 

I have the pleasure to acquaint your Excellency that I arrived here safe 3 
days ago. I have this day begun to take physick, and by the blessing of God 
hope in 15 or 20 days to be so well recovered as to return to Muxadavad, for I 
am very impatient to pay my respects to you. 

1 enclose for your perusal copy of a letter I have received'from Sewbutt. 
You will observe he writes about the Morattoes coming in ; this is customary 
with him, however I could wish all matters were well settled with them. I like¬ 
wise enclose you some letters recommended to my care. 

Since writing the above we have news 01 a great battle being fought 
between our ships and the French, and they lost two ships, one ran ashore and 
one sank. 

From Ram Narran to Colonel Clive, no date, received 31st May , No. 508. 

Your obliging letter from Bogglepoor in answer to mine, 1 have with 
pleasure received. The friendly manner in which you write to roe gives me much 
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satisfaction. I have not heard of you since, which make me somewhat uneasy. 
I am to desire you will write me of your health and any news that may come to 
you. I have spoke to Mr. Amyatt on many affairs, his letter will inform you. 
All 1 enjoy is owing to your favor. 


Colonel Clive to Sewbutt, dated 4th June 1758, No. 509. 

I have received your letter and observe the — and agreeable to your writ¬ 
ing have wrote to — about the 4 Lack and half of Rupees. There are orders 
gone from hence to Mr. Playdell not to interfere in those affairs. I hear there 
are 30 Frenchmen at Cuttack. You will oblige me much in sending them 
prisoners to Mr. Playdell. _ 


Colonel Clive to Ram Narran, dated 4th June 1758, No. 510. 

I have with pleasure received your letter and from Mr. Amyatt’s I am 
informed of many particulars relating to you. 1 have wrote to Mr. Amyatt by 
this Cossid. My letter to him will make you acquainted with my sentiments. 
I have begun to take physick for my disorder, and hope by the goodness of God 
to have a speedy recovery, when I intend returning to Muxadavad, where by the 
blessing of God all matters shall be settled agreeable to your wish. 


Colonel Clive to Collub Ally Cawn, dated 4th June 1758, No. 511. 

From the friendship subsisting between us I desire you will be assisting to 
Mr. Amyatt in the saltpetre business. In doing this you will oblige me much. 


From the Nabob to Colonel Clive, dated 4th, received 7th June 1758, No. . 

Since you left this City I have not heard of your health, which has given 
me much uneasiness, nor have you wrote me who is your Doctor, what physick 
take or how you walk again. I am much affected at our being separated, but 
much more so at your being in a bad state of health. It is proper you should 
write me frequently that I may be at ease. 


Prom Ram Narran to Colonel Clive, no date, received 7th,-1758, No. 513. 

The letter I wrote you sometime ago is I hope safe arrived agreeable to what 
I told you of my intentions to go to Budgepoor. I have left the city, the reason 
of my delay in this affair you will be informed of my letters from the Factory 
and Mr Amyatt. It is on that account that everything has gone wrong for this 
twelve month past in that country. I am now strong by your favor, therefore 
should be glad to have your orders. 

A paper enclosed. 

It is proper that Meer Cossum Cawn should be got out of the city some 
way or other, that the Nabob may not follow his inclinations. Meer Cossum and 
Rajah Sundersing are in consultation together to put the Nabob and me at 
difference, to turn Meer Cossum out of the city would be little trouble to me, 
but I want your orders. _ 

Colonel Clive to the Nabob, dated 7th June 1758, No. 514. 

I have received your affectionate letter enquiring of my health. I find you 
have not received mine which — days after my arrival. I need not repeat you 
shall always find in me the affection of a son, always ready either to advise or 
act for ybur interest. 

I am now confined to my room by the Physicians, and am promised 
health in 8 or 10 days, as soon as I am recovered shall return to Muxadavad 
where I have many things of great consequence to represent to you. 

I have just now received news from Patna which gives me great concern, 
that Meer Cossum is creating great disturbances there, and that Ram Narran 
thinks his life in danger from him. Your Excellency well remembers that 
in consultation together it was thought fit for your interest that Meer Cossum 
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should not be left at Patna but come down to Muxadavad, and your Excellency 
wrote me to the same purpose, instead of which he still continues there, and if he 
is not immediately recalled, I plainly foresee your affairs will be ruined there 
for there will certainly be quarrelling, when you have not yet received your 
sunnod, or can depend upon the friendship of the Morattoes. If you regard 
me as your son, let me entreat you to recall Meer Cossum. Your relations without 
great caution will be the ruin of your affairs, their extravagances and ambition 
ought always to be fought against. You know I always speak my mind freely. I 
think it is for your interest and ought to enjoy the same esteem for so doing, such 
as flatter, and endeavour to disguise the truth are the worst of men. Ram Narran 
is good man in the heart and will be always faithful to you if he is not drove to 
despair by those who are your enemies as well as his. 


From Moorlydur to Colonel Clive, no date, received 7th June 1758, No. 515. 

I am ever desirous of hearing of your health, wherever you go I shall 
always pray for you, for what we enjoy is entirely owing to you. Rajah Ram- 
narran is going to settle the Pergunnah of Serus, oy the help of your name this 
affair will be happily accommodated. I cannot write what bad things have been 
done since you left this city. Mr. Amyatt’s letters will inform you of every¬ 
thing. 


From Juggatseat and Seroop Chund to Colonel Clive, no dale, received 7th June 

1758, No. 516. 

Since you left this place I have been always wanting to hear of your health. 
I therefore desire you will write me if you are arrived safe and how you are. I 
beg you will look on me as your own and write me frequently of your health 
which will give me great satisfaction. 


From Roydulub to Colonel Clive, no date, received 7th June 1758, No. 517. 

Since you left this place 1 have been always wanting to hear of your health. 
I have been in great expectation of hearing from you, as it is customary for those 
who travel, before they arrive at their own houses to acquaint their friend of it, 
and this was the reason I did not write to you before as I was uneasy at not 
hearing of you. I write first till I have the pleasure of seeing you. Pray favor 
me with an account of your health. For further particulars I refer you to Nun- 
comar's letter. 


From Nuncomar to Colonel Clive, no date, received 7th June 1758, No. 518. 

Since you left this place I have not had the pleasure of hearing of your 
health, which has given me much uneasiness. I am therefore to desire you will 
write me of it. 

According to your orders, I have taken great pains about the Company’s 
business, about gathering the money from the merchants, and the money due 
from the Tancaws, by the goodness of God 1 hope they will be soon finished. I 
look on the Corayany’s business as my own. I shall do all that lays in my power. 
I enclose letters from Roydulub and Juggatseat and Seroop Chund, the answers 
to which you will please to send in my letter. 

Juggatseat and Seroopchund had dismissed Geramul from their service, and 
were about to send him to Banaras, vrhen the Nabob wrote them from Sotee that 
it was not proper to send Geramul to Banaras, because he might there play, his 
tricks—and ordered them to keep him in the city till he arrived. Arrived at his 
garden, he sent for the Seats and ordered Geramul to Dana, the place where 
such wicked people as he are sent to; Geramal had sent most of his things 
away by boats for Banaras, and therefore refused going to Dana; the Seats could 
not send him to Banaras against the Nabob’s pleasure, they have therefore spoke 
to me to write you that they have dismissed him from their service, but could 
not send him away on account of the Nabob; whatever you order, they will 
represent it to the Nabob. I desire you will write what you think is proper to 
be done with him, that 1 may acquaint Juggatseat. 
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The 30th May, the Nabob left his garden and came to Fenahbaug, and the 
next day went with Seroopchund and Golam Hossein Cawn to visit Roydulup. 
They had a conversation of 2 hours, and the Nabob give Roydulup much satis¬ 
faction by his behaviour. Roydulup, according to custom, made a present Veta. 
I hear, the 5th instant, he proposes to go into Kilah Roydulup, and the Seats 
are ever praying for your health, and that you may return soon to Muxadavad, 
which will give confidence to every person in this city. 


Colonel Clive to Ram Narran, dated 8th June 1758, No. 519. 

I have received your letter and Mr. Amyatt’s, the contents of which give 
me great concern. I am now confined to my room, but hope, by the goodness of 
God, soon to recover, that I may return to the Nabob to who I have wrote a 
letter, copy of which I enclose for your perusal. 


Colonel Clive to Roydulup, dated 8th June 1758, No. 520. 

I have, with much pleasure, received your obliging letter. For some days I 
have been confined to my room, taking physick, so that I have hardly wrote to 
any one; but, by the blessing of God, 1 hope to be soon recovered and to have 
the pleasure of seeing you in the city. 


Colonel Clive to Juggatseat and Seroopchund, dated 8th June i75S> No. 521. 

I have, with pleasure, received your obliging letter. For some days I have 
been shut up in my room to take physick, but am qow something better. I beg 
you will look on me as your friend and always ready to serve you. 


Colonel Clive to Nuncomar, dated 8th June 1758, No. 522. 

I have received your letter and observe the contents, and desire you will 
continue collecting in the money due from the Merchants and Tancaws. 

I am somewhat surprized at the Nabob’s orders in regard to Geramul, it 
will be hurting our reputation. I desire you will tell the Seats to give the Nabob 
such advice about Geramul as may tend towards the preservation of all our 
reputations. _ 

From the Nabob to Colonel Clive, dated 7th, received loth June 1758, No. 523. 

Your obliging letter that you was arrived at Calcutta, that you had beg-un 
to take physick and that, by the blessing of God, in 15 or 20 days you should be 
well, that you enclosed copy of Sewbutt’s letter for my perusal and some other 
letters for me, which had been recommended to your care, I have with pleasure 
received. It gives me much satisfaction to hear that you are arrived safe, and 
that you have begun to take physick, which, by the blessing of God, I hope will 
soon cure you, because I want much to have the pleasure of seeing you. 

Sewbutt’s letter says:—Massaul Huddun Cawn owes 4^ Lack ,* this is all a 
trick of Sewbutt’s, but till both accounts are examined it cannot be finished. I 
have wrote to Rajah Janungee to send a man of consequence to me, that we may 
settle what I am to pay, and that whatever Massaul Huddun Cawn owes, I will 
pay. When 1 recmve an answer to my letter 1 shall act ’accordingly. Rajah 
Janungee wrote me to confine Sewbutt. You know how I behaved to himi and 
he is now gone to Cuttack, where he wants to breed disturbances. 


From Nuncomar to Colonel Clive, no date, received loth June 1758, No. 524. 

I enclose you a letter from Dullubram, and one from him to Ameir Beg 
Cawn, wherein he desires him to send people and the necessary papers belong¬ 
ing to the Checklaws of Hughly and Ingellie. You will please to send Ameir 
Beg Cawn’s letter by your own people and return his in mine. I do all 1 can 
towards getting in the money as soon as possible. 
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From Roydulup to Colonel Clive, tio date, received loth June I 758 > No. 525. 

In your presence Amier Beg Cawn agreed, on his arrival at Hughly, to send 
the people and necessary papers belonging to the Checklaws of Hughly and 
Ingellie, but as yet nothing had been done. The year is at an end. The Punnah 
approaches near, there is the money due to the Company and the ballance of the 
last year which must be received from Amier Beg Cawn, according to the papers. 
I desire you will write to the Cawn to send Soleman Beg, Bussunham Juggernaut, 
Doss Veta with the zemindars, that I may inform myself what ballance the Cawn 
owes. 


From Ju^atseat and Seroopchund to Colonel Clive, no date, received 15th June 1758, 

No. 526. 

We are unfortunate at your being displeased with us for the Vizier’s not 
answering your letter and for Geramul’s and Runjeet Roy’s bad behaviour. We 
before informed you that from the friendship subsisting between us, we should 
never fail in doing your business. Now you will observe we thank God that 
what we said turns out true, and wicked people will now be put to shame, for 
the Vizier has wrote you a favourable letter, and sent a copy under the Candjee’s 
seal of the Sunnod for your title and Munsub, which we enclose you. The 
king’s Phirmaund and the original sunnods will soon come. Geramul and 
Rungeet Roy, with their families, are turned out of the city. We hope you will 
be pleased with us. _ 

From Fidvir Bandshaw, Solima Ektidar, Allum-Gyire Gazee, Vizier, A 1 Momallick Mudda* 
rulmahom Assof Jaw, Nizam A 1 Mulk, Bahadre Futtee Jung YarofFadar, to Colonel 
Clive, no date, received isth June 1758, No. 527. 

You are a great man. Let the King’s favour be upon you. I have received 
your address, enclosing one for the King, the whole particulars of which he has 
read. By your letter I am informed of the destruction of Calcutta and the 
cruel death of many of your great men by Surajah Doula. Whoever does bad 
things and thinks they are for his good, is possessed of false thoughts; and I am 
likewise informed of Meer Mahmud Jaffer Cawn’s being in possession of the 
subaship; of his readiness to obey the King; of his endeavours to make the coun¬ 
try flourish; and to gain the love of his subjects and of the friendship subsisting 
between him and you. 1 always regard the man who seeks the interest of his 
country and the good of the people; for this reason the sunnod is given to Meer 
Mahmud Jaffer Cawn; rely on me with confidence and look on me as one always 
ready to assist and favour you. By the goodness of God, according to my heart’s 
desire, I will give you a great post hereafter. I will send you an answer to your 
address to the King. 


From Roydulub to Colonel Clive, no date, received 15th June 1758, No. 528. 

I have, with much pleasure, received your friendly letter, which I had been 
long in expectation of; you write you are arrived at Calcutta, and that when you 
are recovered you will return to Muxadavad, this gives me great satisfaction. 
By the goodness of God I hope you are by this time pretty well recovered, and 
that 1 shall soon have the pleasure of seeing you. 


Colonel Clive to the Nabob, dated 17th June 1758, No. 529. 

Some days ago I wrote to your Excellency on the affairs of Patna, but as 
yet you have not favoured me with an answer, since which, I have received a 
letter from the Vizier, copy of which I take the liberty to enclose you. 

In 6 or 7 days there will be great rejoicings here for the battle of Placis, 
and all the guns in the garrison will be fired, when we drink your Excellency’s 
health. 

Some friends of the French are putting about false reports of their having a 
large force coming; in doing this they can be neither your friends or mine. I 
never conceal anything from you, for I wrote to you some time ago that we had 
an engagement with them, since which, I have news in 8 days that the French 
ships are lying under cover of the guns at Pondicherry, and our squadron is 
cruising off there, so that they are afraid to come out. 



Colonel Clive to Juggatseat and Seroopchund, dated t7th June 1758, No. 530. 

I have with pleasure, received your friendly letter, enclosing the copy of the 
sunnod and the Vizier’s letter, which gave me great satisfaction. It rejoices me 
much to hear that you have turned those wicked men, Geramul and Rungeet 
Roy, out of the city. Rest assured that I am your friend and always ready to 
serve you. 


From the Nabob todolonel Clive, dated 15th, received 19th June 1758, No. 531, 
Your obliging letter, such as a son writes to his father, I have with much 
pleasure received. You writes that you are confined to your room by the physi¬ 
cians, that in 8 or id days you are promised health, when you will return to 
Muxadavad, where you have many things to say to me, and that you was much 
affected at the news from Patna. It gives me pleasure to hear you are recover¬ 
ing. God knows how much I want you to be in health, that we may see one 
another. I before had heard of the affairs of Patna, and accordingly immediate¬ 
ly wrote for Meer Cossum to come from Patna, which place he has left 12 days. 
By the goodness of God I am perfectly easy in regard to Ram Narran, and de¬ 
sire you will be so too; write me frequently of your health. 


Colonel Clive to the Nabob, dated 19th June 1758, No. 532. 

I have, with pleasure, received your affectionate letter, and am glad to hear 
you have recalled Meer Cossum. It would give me great pleasure to hear of 
the arrival of your sunnod, as then everything would be settled. I hope they 
are not playing tricks at Delhi, but that they will send it you soon. 


Colonel Clive to the Nabob, dated 20th June 1758, No. 533. 

I have the pleasure to acquaint you that a ship is just now arrived from 
England in 6 months. She brings advice of the dismission of Mr. Roger Drake, 
and of Mr. Watts being ordered to be Governor. This ship has brought 300 
soldiers and many necessaries for war, with an account that there is a fleet of 
men-of-war coming with 4,000 men. 


From Ram Narran to Colonel Clive, no date, received 22nd June, No. 534. 

I have, with pleasure, received your obliging letter, that you was arrived 
safe at Moraudbaug, for which I return thanks to God. Everything goes on 
well here, through your favour. I hope you receive the letters 1 send by factory 
cossids. 


From Ram Narran to Colonel Clive, no date, received 22nd June 1758, No. 535. 

I have, with pleasure, received your obliging letter, advising me of your safe 
arrival at Moraudbaug. You write that the Chuta Nabob was under apprehen¬ 
sions of Roydulub, and that you had happily accommodated the affair that you 
had, sent for the Seats and talked to them severely on Geramul’s affair, for which 
they were to turn him out of the city; that, till your arrival at Moraudbaug, 
you did not know of the Nabob’s being displeased with^me, but that I might 
rest assured you would be my friend, while I acted the part of an honest man ; 
and that you was pleased at my assisting Mr. Amyatt in the Company’s business. 

It is owing to wicked men that the Chuta Nabob is afraid of Roydulub, but 
you, who are a friend to both, happily reconciled matters between them. You 
have shewn me much favour in the affair of Geramul. It was proper he should be 
turned away. I am the Nabob’s slave, and know no reason why he should be dis¬ 
pleased with me. You are my Patron, which gives me great satisfaction. Your 
favouring me will make the Nabob pleased with me again. I look on the Com¬ 
pany’s business as my own. 1 cannot write what a good man Mr. Amyatt is. 
The more you write him the more he will favor me. Mr. Amyatt and I owe all 
we have to you. 
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From the Nabob to Colonel Clive> no date, received 23rd June 1758, No. 536. 

I have, with pleasure^ received your friendly letter and observe the contents. 
I before wrote an answer, which 1 hope you have received. Meer Cossum Cawn 
is on his way from Patna and will soon be here. I have with satisfaction read the 
Vizier’s letter which you sent me. By the blessing of God you will have a great 
name. You write you shall have great rejoicings at Calcutta for the victory of 
Placis, and that you shall fire all the cannon in your garrision. This gives me great 
pleasure. Wicked people are raising reports that the French are coming with a 
Urge force. But no one has spoke of such things in my presence, if any one 
does, God will punish them. I am much pleased that your ships have destroyed 
two belonging to the French and that you had surrounded them in Pondicherry, 
I am very impatient to hear of your health. 

Wrote in his own hand. If you should have any news of Monsieur Busie or 
Janungee, I desire you will write me the particulars. By the goodness of God, I 
hope you have done with the physicians, if not, do whatever they desire you. 


From the Nabob to Colonel Clive, no date, received 29th June 1758, No. 537. 

I have, with pleasure, received your letter in answer to mine. My brother, 
Meer Cossum Cawn, is arrived at Rajahmall, and will be here in a few days. You 
write that it would give you great pleasure to hear of the arrival of my sunnod. 
By the goodness of God, at Futtua I received the Phirmaund for these subaships, 
and sent you a copy of it. The King’s presents to me are on the way, and when 
they arrive, I will advise you of it immediately. You write nothing of your health, 
which gives me some uneasiness. It is proper you should always write me of it. 


From the Nabob to Colonel Clive, no date, received 30th June 1758, No. 538. 

Your obliging letter that a Europe ship was arrived, on board of which were 
300 soldiers, that Mr. Drake was dismissed, that Mr. Watts was made a 
Governour, and that there is news of a squadron of men-of-war coming with 4,000 
soldiers, I have with pleasure received. I cannot express the joy I receive in 
hearing such good news, and beg leave to congratulate you thereon. 


G. I, C. P. 0 .—No. 141 F. D.—30^2,—$00, 



Extract from General Letter to England from Fort St. George, dated 

13th March 1758. 


- - 

In October last we received from the President and Council at Bengal 
Bills on the Council at Pondicherry for a R35,ooo drawn by the gentlemen of 
Chandernagore for money advanced them for their subsistance after the capture 
of that place. Upon demanding payment the Government of Pondichei ry sent us 
in a charge of R8,4i4 for expences and disbursements made at Chandernagore 
on account of the inhabitants of Calcutta who after the loss of that settlement 
fled to the French, we paid immediately and have sent the accounts to Bengal. 




Military ContnUaiionsfor 17S8^ Vol, No. 9. 

Monday, tlie 80“ Oct»-1763. 

At a CoiTSULTATiOK Fbesbkt: 
George Fiqot Esq*‘, Oovernor, President, 
Henry Pownbt. 

WiLLiAK Perceval. 

Charles Bocrchier. 

Hettgh Norris. 

Stringer Lawrence. 

John Shith. 

John Ptbus. 

Henry Vansittart. 


To— Captain Aucxandbr Callkndab. 


gia,—^The President and Council of Fort William having detached part 

of the Company’s forces to Vizagapatam, 
Hu luBtractioB*. Under the Command of Lieatenant>Colonel 

Forde, andGovr. Clive * having desir’d that you may join the said Detachment 
you are accordingly hereby directed to proceed to Vizagapatam and to put 
yourself under the Command of Lieutenant-Colonel Forde, or any your Supe¬ 
rior Officer who may command for the time being, but should any Accident 
have happen’d to Lieutenant-Colonel Forde, and on your joining the Army 
you find yourself the oldest Officers,* you are then to take upon you the Chief 
Command of the whole, & to be govern’d by such orders as you shall find have 
been given to Lieutenant-Colonel Forde or the Commanding Officer for the time 
being. 

1 am. 

Sir, 

Your Most Humble Servant, 
GEORGE PIGOT. 

Fort St. George, 

The 18th Ocf* 1758. 


Dispatch’d by Peons to Vizagapatam the following Letter to Colonel 
Forde, Conformable to a Resolution of the 30 th Ulto.:— 

To —Libot.-Colonxi. Fobdb. 

Sir,— 

« • « « From the uigent Representations we have made to the 

Letter to Lieot-Coi. Forde Commanding the B*. Gentlemen of the Select Committw in 

^edition at viiagapatAm. Bengal, you wul obscrve how much we 

think it for the Company’s Interest and Welfare, that you shou’d come imme¬ 
diately with your Army to our Assistance, and altho’ with our present force we 
flatter ourselves it will be in our power to defeat any designs they may have 
upon this Settlement, such an addition to our Strength would not only put it 
beyond all doubt, but enable us to oppose them in the field, and probably to 
give th^^ so severe a Check before they receive any Reinforcements from 

255 FD. 
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Europe as to disqualify them (should they arrive) from Executing any material 
schemes against us. We shall be glad that your Orders and Instructions &om 
the Gentlemen of the Select Committee in Bengal allow you such a Latitude, 
and as the season of the year is favorable for your Coming hither by Sea in very 
few days, and a number of Country Vessels are always to be procured in the 
Northern Ports capable of transporting your Troops, we shall therefore hope to 
see you here early in December; but if contrary to our Expectation you shou’d 
be under such Kestrictions in your Orders as will not admit of your Complyance, 
We must Bequest you to forward our Letter to the Gentlemen of the Select 
Committee in Bengal with the utmost Despatch, that no time may be lost in 
obtaining their Approbation of a measure of so material Consequence to the 
Company’s and the General Welfare:— 

We are. 


Fokt St, George, 
The 4“ Nov^-1758. 


Your Most Obedient Servant, 
GEORGE PIGOT &c., CounciL 


Monday, 11“^ Dec'-1758, 

At a Consdltation Present: 
George Pigot Esq*-, Governor, President. 
Henry Pownet. 

William Perceval, 

Charles Botjrchier. 

John Smith. 

John Ptbtjs. 

Henry Vansmtart. 


To—The Hon’blb Gxobge Pigot Esq*-, &c., Council of Fort St. George. 

Gentlemen,— Your favour of the 4th Instant, I received this morning by 
Letter from Lfc-Coii. Fordo Commanding the Ex- 10 o’Clock, and am much Concerned that 

pcdition from Bengal into the Deccan. it jg i^ jjjy Power tO Comply with the 

Bequest therein mentioned, my Instructions are very full and Explicit on that 
Hie inatractiona-will not admit of bia Proceeding Head, and I dare uot presume to Dispense 
to oar Assistance. with them, altho* I am thoroughly convinc¬ 

ed that it is for the good of the service in general. I have sent your Letter to 
the Governor and Committee at Bengal, and make no doubt but I shall Receive 
Orders upon that Head very soon. I am now at Kapula about 60 miles to the 
Southward of Vizagapatam on my march to Bagamindri where the French are 
Encamp’d with a Body of about 400 Europeans, and 6 or 7000 Seapoys and 
Country Troops (as I am informed by a French Deserter), the whole under the 
Command of the Marquiss de Conflans. You already know the Force I brought 
with me from Bengal, which are still Compleat except 30 left Sick at Vizaga¬ 
patam. Gud^ Puttee Rajah is also with me with 6 or 7000 Men. M'- Andrews 
is not yet arrived, and your Secretary neglected to send a Duplicate of the Letter 
you sent me by him. 

I have the Honour to be. 
Gentlemen, 

Your Most Obedient hum. Servant. 
FRANCIS FOBDE. 


2Ut Noo'- 1758. 
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As Colonel Forde’s Instructions are Positive and do not give him a Latitude 
of Coming to our Assistance in any Case, we can only acquaint him of the Situa- 
timi of Ajiairs here since our last Advices. Agreed that a Letter be Wrote to 
Colonel Porde accordingly. _ 

To— Lisxttbnant-Colokbl Francis Fobdb. 

Sib,—T our Letter of the 21** Ultimo reached us the 8^ Instant. The 
Letter to Lieut- -Col» Forde Commanding the Ex- Prench Army is advanced so near us as the 
pedition from Bengal into the Deccan. Mouut, and their Horse are Continually 

Bavaging and Plundering the Country and poor People all around us. We are 
much Concerned to find it is not in your Power to comply with the Request we 
made in our Letter to you of the 4th Ult. Such a measure at this Critical Junc¬ 
ture would we perswade ourselves be attended with very happy Consequences, 
And we hope to hear very soon from the Gentlemen in Bengal, that they have 
sent you the necessary Orders on that Head. 


We are. 

Sib, 

Tour Most Obedient Servants, 
GEORGE PIGOT &c.. Council. 

PoBT St. Geobge, 

11 Dec^-mS, 


Public Bept, Survey worJcfor 1858^59 Voh IS* 

Journal of Transactions daring the Siege of Fort St. George, began the 12*** December 1758. 

« • • « « 

Sundayt the XT'*. 

In order to dispose the Garrison with Spirits and as a Reward for 
the Bravery, it is resolved to publish to them in case the enemy shall be 
either defeated or compelled to raise the Seige, the sum of Fifty thou¬ 
sand Rupees shall be divided amongst them five days after their defeat. or 
retreat, following in this promise of Reward the Example of the Hon’ble Com¬ 
pany, who have thought two thousand Pounds not too large a recompence to 
the Seamen of any of their Ships who shall make a good defence when attack¬ 
ed and repel the Enemy. 

« « « • • 

Wednesday, the 20“. 

This being the day appointed by the Charter for Mayor and Sheriff 
annually elected to enter on their respective Offices, the Council assembled 
as usual and a Message being brought that the Mayor elect and Sheriff are 
ready to take the Oath, they are introduced with the other Members and Officers 
of the Mayor’s Court, and the oaths of Allegiance and Office are first adminis¬ 
tered by the President to Charles Turner, Esq', who was chosen the 6* Instant, 
and then to M' Henry Eustace Johnstone, who was the same day elected Sheriff 
both for the year ensuing. 

It having been always usual upon this occasion to salute the new Mayor 
with nine Guns, Nine Guns were shotted upon the Royal Bastion and pointed. 
at the Enemy’s quarters and Works and discharged in honour of the new Mayor, 
and it is hoped with good effect on the Enemy. 

Thursday, the 21**, Important Sortie. 

Upon the report brought in last Night by an Hircarrah that he had 
seen a large Gun upon its Carriages in the Bezar at Triplicane it was resolved 
to make Sortie with 1 Corporal 12 Europeans and 60 seapoys to endeavour 
to spike it up & at the same time, if it were found practicable, to beat up 
the Enemys quarters about the Garden House and Chindadri Pittah, Lieut*. 
Bannatyne was appointed to Command the Party, assisted by Ensign 
Crawley. They accordingly about ten o’clock march’d out at St. Thomas Gate 
along the Sand on the Beach, a Company of Oranadiers march’d with them as 
far as the Bar of the River, and took post there to cover their retreat in case of 
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need, at the same time a large body of Seapoys under the Command of Gemal 
Saih were paraded in the covered way of the West front, ready to Sally out at 
the Fort of S‘ George’s Gate over the Bridge leading to Feddanaguris Pettah, 
to create a diversion that way, in case the Enemy should take their Alarm to the 
Northward; Lieut. Bannatyne advanced by M' Steevens’s House into Triplicane 
as far as the Pagoda, but found none of the Enemy there or any Gun, he then 
struck off towards the Garden House intending to have passed thro* the Lane 
which leads from thence towards M' Turing’s House, but before he had ad¬ 
vanced far in it he observed a body of European Infantry drawn up at the end 
upon the plain, and making front towards him, he judged their Number to be 
about three hundred, which he was by no means able to encounter,^ and there¬ 
fore retreated bacU by the Garden House to the foot of the Bridge by M' 
Powney’s House, through Powney’s Garden, and so hack by the side of the 
Kiver to the Bar, and joined there the Company of Grenadiers, and all returned 
to the Fort. Whilst this was doing, and about the time they were retreated as 
aforementioned, two Guns appeared with a long Train of Bullocks to each, cross¬ 
ing the plain from Egmore to the great Metton by the Moorman’s Tomb, and 
tho’ distant from the Fort at least a mile and an half our Guns fired upon them, 
and had this good Effect, that the drivers loosed the oxen from the Carriages 
and drove them away, and left the Guns sticking in the clay, at the same time 
the party of Seapoys which had been paraded in the covered way under Jemal 
Saih Sallied forth over the New Bridge, and marched across the Island to 
Egmore Bridge with an intent, if possible, to spike up the Guns, but the Enemy 
in the Black Town had taken alarm some time before and beat to arms, their 


Hussars and Black Horse were seen riding full speed towards the place where 
the Guns were left, upon which it was thought too hazardous for our party to 
advance, and Orders were sent to Jemal Saih to return, which he did without 


Opposition, by this Sortie the Enemy have been thrown into a general Commo¬ 
tion, besides the good Effect such Sallys may have on our Seapoys by inuring 
them to danger, the Enemy’s people are harassed and fatigued, and their works 
retarded. Lieutenant Bannatyne took one European Prisoner of Fisher’s 
Begiment, and one Seapoy, with twenty-five Stand of Arms, he also found a 
„ X o X ;i Tu x X parcell of Letters, amongst which one from 

CovGOftii't Scrvftnbs ftnd InliftDiiiiinbS* i * jij wv v 

Pondichery mentions that the Employes 
and Bourgeois are obliged to mount Guard in the Garrison, another from 


Mazulipatam mentions the landing of the English at Yizagapatam Consisting of 
300 Europeans and 1,600 Seapoys, and says that M DeConflans was at the head 
of 450 Europeans and 4 or 5,000 Seapoys; 


This afternoon a Flag of Truce was sent out with a Letter from the Count 
d’Estaing to M' Lally in Answer to that received yesterday. See the Appendix 


No. 56. 


.This evening despatched a Letter to Captain Preston at Chingleput as per 
Appendix No. 57. 

A Seapoy sent out to St. Thome for Intelligence returned and Xteports; 
that Meer Munsoor, who was formerly in the Company’s Service, is there in 
the Service of the Enemy with one hundred Horse. That he (the Seapoy) 
asked him if he was willing to come over into the Company’s Service again. 
That Meer Munsoor after expressing his great regard for the Company, who 
had given him a Medal, answered, that he should very willingly come over to our 
Service again. That if the Governor would order Captain Preston to pay him on 
his arrival at Chingleput four thousand Pagodas he would go there immediately 
vrith his hundred Horse and get over an hundred more from the Enemy. That 
the four Thousand Pagodas should be considered only as an advance and be 
deducted out of their future pay, and that the pay of each be stipulated at the 
rate of thirty Rupees per month for each Man and Horse, and he offered fur¬ 
ther to raise a body of Seapoys at the rate of Fifteen Rupees per man per 
month, which he says is what the French allow, and as a proof of his Inten¬ 
tions to return to the English Service he has sent his Nephew with the Seapoy 
to Negociate and settle this affair. 

It being late at night when the Seapoy returned with Meer Munsoor’s 
Nephews and the foregoing accoimt the consideration of it differed till the 
morning. 
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•Tlie same Seapoy repotrts further that the alarm was very great in St. Thome 
this morning insomuch that numbers of the Enemy’s Camp attendants ran 
away towards the Mount. 


Friday the 22^ 

The Enemys paralell advances hut slowly, last night all arm Fire was kept 
both of Shot and Shells at their Trenches. 

The proposal of Meer Munsoor to come over to us with an Hundred Horses, 
as mentioned yesterday, being thought worth embracing, his Nephew, whom he 
had entrusted to Negociate concerning the terms, was told, that the only diffi¬ 
culty We were under was to convey the four thousand Pagodas required as an 
advance, to Chingleput, that if he would accept a part here as an earnest, and be 
content to receive the rest as soon as we could find an Opportunity of sending it 
to Chingleput, he might rely on the punctual performance of the terms he pro¬ 
poses, upon which he consented to receive five hundred Pagodas and the rest 
When it can be sent, and engaged that Meer Munsoor should join Captain Preston 
with an hundred Horse, a letter was wrote for him to deliver to Captain Preston 
to apprise him of this Agreement. See the Appendix No. 68. 

About 4 o’clock this Afternoon a large Ship appeared to the Northward 
standing to the Southward, Judging her to- be an English Ship, a Letter was 
prepared to be sent off acquainting the Commander of our present Situation, 
and direct him if a ship of Force to Anchor opposite to the Enemys Trenches, 
and endeavour to enfilade them, but if he should not be of sufficient Force to 
Anchor close in under the Southermost Bastion. See the Appendix No. 59. 
But before the Oattamaran went off, the Ship brought to about three Leagues 
to the Northward, and at a great distance from the shore, by which it was 
thought probable that she might belong to the Enemy, as we have had Intelli¬ 
gence that they are in daily expectation of a Ship from Mazulipatam with 
Ammunition & Horses, the Letter therefore was not Sent- 

A Keturn of the Disposition of the Artillery and Lascars on the several 
Bastions and Batteries may be seen in the Appendix No. 60» 

The Intelligence received this day is, as follows:— 

A Company’s Peon who was of those placed as Tappi^s on the Pulicat 
Boad, Was Seized by the French the day they invested Madras and has worked 
for them as a Cooley evei? Since, this Morning found means to escape and gave 
the following account. That the Enemy have a Battery of four Guns by the sea¬ 
side compleated and the Guns mounted; the face of the Battery is in a circular 
Form, so that he judges some Of the Guns will bear upon the Eoad and some 
enfilade the East front Of the Town. From that Battery a Breast Work is 
thrown up to Tomby Chetty’s House behind which, on this side the old Ditch, 
another Battery for six Guns is almost compleated, and three Guns are brought 
up and placed in the Ditch in readiness. The Breast Work is continued from 
this Battery to Peddanaique’s House, close to the burying Ground, where another 
Battery is begun intended also for six Guns as he judges. From thence the 
Breast Work is continued to the canal lately made by our taking out clay for 
the works, and near that they have cleared out a space where they keep their 
Magazines of Stores and Baggages, &c. That they began to work three days 
ago behind the old Hospital near the back of Sumpetrow’s Hbuse in Peddan- 
igne’s pettah, but having had five or six men killed by the Cannon from the 
Fort, they have not continued that work, but in the other Street at the Back 
of the old Hospital fronting the North side of the new Hospital they have began 
and are now busily employed upon a Circular Battery of six Guns. This Peon 
further reports That the Begiment of Lorrain lay by their Arms last night in 
the great Bazar Street of Feddanaique’S pettah and that Fisher’s Hussars and 
the rest of their Horse were in the Street adjoining. That the Battalion of 
India are quartered near the Portuguese Church and as far as Cachelly Pagoda. 
That the Coffrys are in the Company’s Garden and Lally’s Regiment in the 
old Pagoda further North called Mallezar’s Pagoda. That M' deBussy is gone 
with t^%e hundred Europeans to join Raza Saib in order to oppose Usoff Cawn; 
A Hircarrah came in at 

• * • « * 

25 fi F D. 
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Saturday the 28^. 

The Bring was kept up last night very briskly,- as for some Nights pasi^ 
upon the Enemy's parallell as well as upon the other parts where We are in¬ 
formed they are at Work. Their parallel seems to be put little advanced but the 
French dispersed. 

This morning another large Ship appeared to the Northward, the Ship 
which Anchored to the Northward last night still lay there, the Ship which 
appeared this morning stood for some time to the Eastward and then lay in 
favour Soad upon which the other hoisted French Colours, We soon had the 
pleasure to observe that the Ship under Sail hoisted an English Ensign, a 
Cattamaran was immediately sent off with a Letter to the Commander acquaint¬ 
ing him of our present Situation and directing him to come and Anchor abreast 
of the Southermost Bastion of the Fort (see the Appendix No. 61), but before 
the Cattamaran could get on board lie Anchored in the Road about three miles 
distance from the shore. The Cattamaran returned in the afternoon with a 
Letter from Captain Wedderbum to the Governor acquainting him that the 
Ship is called the Thames. That he left Vizagapatam the 20*" Instant, That 
Col. Forde had obtained a compleat Victory over the French and had taken 
all their Artillery and Baggage with a very inconsiderable Loss on our side and 
adds that he has provisions on board for this Garrison a List of which he encloses, 
and is in great want of an Anchor and Cable. See Appendix No. 62. 

Before the Cattamaran returned with the above Letter a Boat was sent off 
with M'. Alexander Dalrimple to inform the Captain of some Signals, but the 
wind and current being very fresh could not get on board and so returned. In 
the evening another Cattamaran was sent off with repeated orders to the 
Commander to come close in under the protection of our Guns, but could not 
reach the Ship and came back at ten o’clock at Night: in the mean time an 
Anchor and Cable were got ready on the Beach to be sent off the first opportunity. 

As it is reasonable to think that publick Pemonstrations of Joy upon 
occasion of Victory gained by Co*. Forde might have a good effect by raising 
the Spirits of our people and producing the Contrary in the Enemy, it was 
therefore resolved to put the whole Garrison under arms and to march them 
into the covered way, which it was supposed would alarm the Enemy and bring 
them to their front post, and so expose them the more to our Shot, and then to 
Fire 21 Guns into different parts of their quarters and works, and give three 
runing Fires from the covered way of the whole Garrison, which was executed 
accor£ngly. 

*«««*«» 

Sunday the 7*" January. 

The Enemy threw many shells in the Night and at day break b^an to 
batter with their Cannon ; their shells all this day continued as before to be 
directed chiefiy at the Houses by which many are already in ruin. Their Fire 
from Lally's Battery was from seven cannons and seven mortars, and from the 
Lorrain Battery from seven Cannons and one Howtz: as yesterday; they also 
opened another Battery this morning to the left of the Burying Ground, From 
whence they fired with two pieces on the left face of the North Lunette. The 
Damage done to our Works by the Enemy’s fire is not very great. The Em- 
brazures and Platforms are more impaired by our owncannon than by their 
Shot or Shells, the greater part of which flew into or over the Town. A working 
party of 100 men are ordered to repair in the night with Sand Bags the Da¬ 
maged Embrazures on the old North East, the Demy, the Royal and Pigots 
Bastion, and 100 Seapoys to get up two twenty-four Pounders in the place of 
two which have had their Muzzles knocked off on the North East Bastions. 
The Enemy’s Works appeared to be much disordered by our Fire. They ceased 
firing about six this Evening, and our working party in the covered way can 
plainly hear them repairing their|Embrazures and Platforms. We have had one 
European, one Coffree, and one Seapby killed this day, and two Europeazts and 
three Seapoys wounded. 
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Monday the 8* 

The En ^7 ceased firing last night about sun set and began to throw 
shells again between eleven and twelve and continued so all Night; they also 
b^an to fixe from some Cannon about two o’Glock in the Morning, and at day 
light they began to play with the same Guns and mortars and in the same 
direction as yesterday with the addition of two Guns more from the Burying 
Ground, so that their Battery at that place now consists of four Guns. The 
Damage done to the Works this day is much more considerable than yesterday, 
the Enemy having lowered their Embrazures, having probably observed that 
many of their shots flew over A working party of 100 Europeans and two Com¬ 
pany’s of Seapoys are ordered to repair the Damage done to the Works. 

• «««•*• 

Friday the 12‘’* January. 

Pursuant to the Kesolution taken yesterday, a Sortie was made this morn¬ 
ing to the Southward. Major Cholmondely Brereton, who Commanded the 
Sortie, reports that half an hour after four o’clock this Morning he marched 
from the covered way with one Company of Grenadiers and a Detachment con¬ 
sisting of three Officers, three Serjeants and 83 Privates with 400 Seapoys. When 
his advanced party arrived near the Bar they were fired at by some Seapoys 
the Enemy had placed behind a Trench who then retired immediately. He then 
advanced through the Topes into a Lane which leads to the Governor’s Garden 
House, and there a Trooper who was advanced before the party brought him word 
that the Enemy were posted at the end of the Lane and had one Gun pointed 
the way our party was marching up; he there upon gave orders for the advanced 
party of Grenadiers to move up briskly which they did, and gave their fire at 
about 30 yards distance from the Enemy. The Enemy then fired their Gun 
which was charged with Grape, and then abandoned it, and we took possession; 
The Enemy being quite dispersed our People were drawing off the Gun when 
the Commandant of Seapoys brought word that there was another Gun pointed 
towards the Bridge leading to the Island and desired leave to draw it off which 
they did. The number killed and wounded of the Enemy’s not known. We 
took Prisoners one Officer (the Chevalier de Mililemy, a Lieutenant of Lally’s 
Begiment), and four Private men. Our loss will appear by the B<eport hereunder. 


Wednesday the 14*** February 1759. 

Before the Moon rose the Enemy advanced a Galrionade about 30 feet in 
front of the Stockade under cover of the Bank of the Glacis, and formed a Tra¬ 
verse with a direct Communication behind it to the Stockade. This Work was 
discovered by the light of the Moon about 9 o’Clock and a Constant Eire of 
Muskstry, round and Grape, was kept upon that part the whole Night, and 
at day break the old Guards of the Demi place of Arms and Eascine Battery 
sallyed out and entirely destroyed the Work the Enemy had done in the Night 
without any other Accident on our part than two Men slightly wounded. 


Friday the 16*“ February 1759, 

* * * » • * * ' » 

As soon as it grew dark three Lights were hoisted at the Elag Staff as a 
mark for the Ships to come in; By about Eight o’Glock at night the six Ships 
anchored in the Road, and to the great joy of the Garrison, proved to be His 
Majesty’s Ship Queenborough, Capt. Kemperfelt and the Company’s Erigate 
Mevenge, with the Tilbury^ Winchelseat Frmoe of WaleSt and Britannia^ having 
on board Six Company’s of Colonel Drapers Regiment. M'. Pybus one of the 
Council, went off with a Letter ‘from the Governor to Capt. Kemperfelt,^ to 
compliment him on his arrival, and to desire him to lend as many of the Soldiers 
as he can to Night, and Colonel Draper wrote off to Major Monson to the same 
effect, it beir^ apprehended that if M'. Lally does intend to make any push 



8 


he will do it tbis Night befour our Succours can come to our assistance; all the 
Garrison, the Company's Servants and Inhabitants were therefore ordered 
under Anns and continued so the whole Night at their several alarm Posts, and 
about two Company’s were landed from the Ships in the Night. A constant fire 
was kept upon the Enemy’s Trenches which they sometimes returned and threw a 
few Shells in the beginning of the Night, but none after Eleven ©'Clock. About 
Midnight three deserters came iu seperately from St. Tliome, and report that the 
French entirely abandoned that place, and left several Mortars and some Stores 
behind which were sent there to be embarked in Boats and sent to Pondichery. 
That their out Posts have been ordered to join at the Powder Mill, and that the 
Enemy intend to raise the siege and march off before day break. 

Wednetday the 1 ?”' February 1759 . 

About three in the morning the Enemy set fire to several large Piles of 
Wood in the rear of their Guard Battery, and as soon as the day broke it appeared 
that the Enemy had abandoned their Trenches and Battery’s and were retreating, 
and about 9 o*Clock in the morning they blew up the Powder Mill at Egmore. 

* * * * , * * * 

In the Enemy’s Hospital were found 44 sick and wounded Soldiers without 
one person to attend them, M'* Lally’s sudden march may account for his leav¬ 
ing these people behind hut nothing can justify bis abandoning them without 
leaving a line to recommend them to our care. They however found 
Humanity in their Enemy which was denied them by their General; immediate 
Orders were given that the same care should be taken of them as of our own 
people, and the greatest part have since recovered. The Enemy’s precipitate 
retreat prevented the Destruction of the Black Town, which was fully intended 
as appears by M'- Lally’s letter of the 14“* February, The Houses in general 
have suffered notwithstanding considerable damage, as well by the Loss of Doors, 
Windows, &*” which were useful to the Enemy, as by our Shot & Shells. The 
Company’s Garden House and the Houses belonging to the European Inhabit¬ 
ants in the environs and at the Mount have suffered a severe fate; all of them are 
greatly Damaged; some have only the Walls left, and nothing but want of time 
prevented the total Demolition of every one. 


No; 159 . 


From Colonel Fobde to Mr. Andrews. 

7 ^^ December 1768 . 


Deak Sia,—I have the pleasure to inform you that I engaged the French 
this morning at ten of the Clock, and that I have gained a Compleat Victory. I 
cannot inform you of the particulars exactly of the slain, as I pursued them 3 
miles over the field of Battle to their Tents, which I am now in possession of. 
We have Six Officers prisoners, and fifty men, and at least twenty-five pieces of 
Gannon, and hope in 3 or 4 days more to give a better account of them, as I in¬ 
tend to pursue them with all Diligence to Bajahmundry or wherever they go. 
and if the Baja and bis People bad not behaved so dastardly as they did there 
would not have a Single Man escaped. Please to send Copys of the news to 
Madras and Bengal as I am so much fatigued that I cannot possible write any 
more at present. In a few days time 1 shall write more fully. 

I am. 


Deak Sib, 

Tour Most Obedient bumble Servant, 


FKANCIS FOEDB. 


No. 160. 

Colonel Fords to M. Andrews. 

Bajamundiy 11 * Dec* 1768 . 

Deab Sib, —This moment I received your favor of the 6*, and am much 
obliged to you for the care you have taken in my Affairs, for which I sball 
always retain a grateful Bemembrance. 
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The action of the 7“* liaTe been attended with as much Success as our most 
sanguine Friends could have expected; Yesterday at day break mye Seapoys got 
to the River side, just time enough to seize all the Bullocks, fifteen Europeans, 
and a great Quantity of Publick, as well as private Stores. A Boat load of men 
had just put off, and our people fired at them for half-an-hour, and must 
certainly have killed numbers of them, upon one firing they abandoned 4 Guns 
and a ISYnch Mortar; they had got at the other side of the River, so that they 
have not saved either Gun-Mortar or Ammunition belonging to their whole 
Army, by all accounts there have not more than one hundred and fifty French 
passed the River, their Army consisted of five hundred Europeans the day of 
the Battle & five thousand Seapoys with Europe Arms besides Horse & Country 
Troops, and ours about four hundred and thirty Europeans, Officers included, 
and Eighteen hundred Seapoy’s, besides the Rajah’s people. The Rajah himself 
is the greatest Paltroon I ever saw, and the greatest fool also, neither he nor one 
of his people (except Baistow alone) stood about five minutes after the Can¬ 
nonading began; they got into a large Tank in our Rear, but when they saw us 
pursuing the French, and that we had beat them away from their Guns, they 
began to venture out, but all I could say or do, not one of their Horse or foot 
would pursue the Enemy one foot faster than we advanced; if they had not 
been worse than Coolies, we must have taken every man of the French Army. 
He would not march with us the next day, but staid to bury his dead. And I 
have not seen him nor any of his people since, he is near Peddapore and writes 
me word that he must wait there till Nanader Row eomes to pay him homage, 
otherwise he must fight him. 

If Samson is not yet gone, order him away immediately with or without 
the Sloops, and turn M’ Hilliard out of his Sloop, and put in the person you 
mention in your Letter. 

I am. 

Dear Sir, 

Your Most Obedient hum. Servant, 
FRANCIS FORDE. 


No. 177 Bajamundry January, 8^ 1759. 

Copy Letter from Colonel Borde. 

To—I'lie Hon’ble George Pigot Esq* Sc®, Council Fort St. George. 

Gentlemen,— Your favour of the 7* Ultimo I received this day and have 
forwarded a copy of it by Sea and another by land to the Committee at Calcutta, 
from whom I every day expect orders relating to your representation of the 4*** 
November. I have not heard a word from Bengal since 1 set out on this Ex¬ 
pedition, and fear much the communication by land is stopped by Narandica a 
Rajah near Sittacoal, two of your Letters of the 4*** Nov* I despatched by 
Land, and one by Sea by Captain Lowis, a few days ago the accompanying 
Letter from Colonel Clive to M* Pigot was brought me by the Hircarrah’s who 
say they have been 4 Months Prisoners with Narandica. 

I most heartily congratulate you on the Successful sally made the 14**' 
which will certainly convince M* Lally he is not to expect childrens play. 

I have the honour to be. 
Gentlemen, 

Your most obed‘ 

& most humb. Servant, 

FRANCIS FORDE. 


6o?t. Of iBdia Central Printing OfEee^^No. 265 F. U—20-2-03.—500.—T. Y. 




Extract from the Proceedings of the Committee appointed for the 

Administration of Bengal. 


Fort William, November the 20th, 1768. 
At a Committee Fbesent: 


The Hon’hle Robert Clive, President. 

William Watts, Esquire. 

Charles Manningham, Esquire. 

Richard Becher, Esquire. 

"We yesterday received the following letters by the Hon’ble Company's Ship London, viz., 
three from the Secret Committee of London, Nos. 1, 2 and 3, one from Admiral 
Pocock, dated in October, and one from the Select Committee at Fort St. George, 
dated the 10th of October. 


Gextlbmen, —I have received the favour of your letters of the 10th and 

Admiral Pocock’s letter August, and retum you my hearty thanks for 

your congratulations on the two victories His Majesty s 
Squadrons gained over that commanded hy Mr. D. Ach6 for the French King, 
and am extremely obliged to you for the particular expressions regsurding 
myself. 

The French Squadron sailed from Pondicherry the 3rd of September, and 
never came out after the second engagement to meet us, though we kept cruis¬ 
ing until the 23rd of that month; and, having embarked Major Caillaud and the 
detachment he brought from Trichiiiopoly to Negapatam, arrived the 25th and 
purpose proceeding the 4th instant for Bombay in order to clean and re-fit the 
Squadron with the utmost expedition and to return back as soon as possible. 
You may be satisfied had I thought Bengal a more proper place to execute 
the before-mentioned services the Squadron should have gone thither; but as you 
inform me docks are making, at another season, if not detained too long on the 
coast by the enemy, it may be a proper measure, but at present it is not. 

The resolution you are come to of sending a body of troops to the south¬ 
ward appears to be a very prudent step, and no doubt will prove of great service 
to the Company's affairs in the Carnatic. I see it in that light, for at present 
Mons. Lally since bis retreat from before Tanjour has cantoned his troops in 
this province, and Mr. Bussey's forces are divided into two detachments: one is 
said to be at Nelour. And the country people in our interest, I am in great 
hopes the well-intended scheme will succeed to our wishes. 


The Select Committee here will inform you more largely and more parti¬ 
cularly of affairs at this juncture, which indeed require all our attention not to 
suffer our crafty enemies to get the upper hand: much pleased I am that they 
are entirely reduced in the Province of Bengal. 


P.S .—^The letter overland did not come to my hands. 

(Sd.) G. POCOCK. 


Gehtlemek, —By the sloop Mermaid we were favoured, on the 5th instant,* 
•mth your letters of the lOth and 25th of August. The expedition intended 
under Colonel Ford into the Deccan will, we hope, prove as useful as it 
is a vigorous and well-concerted measure. The greatest part of the 
French Ixoops having joined M. Lally’s army at Arcot, we flatter ourselves 
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that Colonel Ford will succeed in rooting them out of the Northward Provinces, 
and as it is impossible for the enemy to carry on any designs against Ben^l, 
their ships having left the coast, we hope nothing will prevent your directing 
Colonel Pord, after executing your designs to the Northward, to join us with his 
detachment. The reinforcements expected from Europe may fortunately arrive 
about the same time; we might then reasonably expect to master the enemy in 
the field, and you may depend on our sending back the detachment complete 
early in the season. 

Since our last the enemy have taken possession of Areot, Terpetty, and 
Conjeveram, and we cannot prudently venture to give them the least opposition. 
Admiral no doubt wrote to you in answer to your letter; on our discoursing with 
him concerning your proposal for the Squadrons coming to Bengal, he gave it as 
his opinion that the ships could not he so well fitted there, and that the season 
is now so late that they would be too long on their passage down; but it may 
be of much service hereafter if you can get a good dock built in some con¬ 
venient portion of the river. Besides the provisions you intend us we request 
that you will send us a plentiful supply early in December, as we have too much 
reason to apprehend there will be a scarcity here if we are not able to take the 
field. 


Fort William, December the 1st, 1758. 

At a Committee Fbesent: 

The Hon*ble Bobebt Clive, President, 

William Watts, Esquire. 

Chables Maeninoham, Esquire. 

Eichabd Beoheb, Esquire. 

Bead the two following letters received yesterday, vie., one from Mr. Gray at Cuttack, 
dated the 20th ultimo, and one from Mr. Playdell at Balasore, dated the 25th, 

Hon’blb Sib aud Sibs, —^Four people dispatched, about the 2nd instant, 
from Bimlipatam with letters by Doctor Briston arrived here this night; for the 
better concealment they had thrust the letters into a lump of tamarind, Wt were 
stopped by Narranda’s people and detained four days; the whole was tnlfan 
from them. 

Upon separating them and examining each apart I found them concurring 
in the following particulars: that our ships had arrived at Vizagapatam the 
middle of last month; that when those men left Bimlipatam Anunderauge Guj- 
putty was but three days’ distance from it near a place called Oossimcota, and 
Colonel Ford with his party within two days’ march of his camp; that when their 
forces were joined they intended to proceed to Bajahbundeny possessed by a 
party of the French who had been on their march towards Anunderauge, but 
upon the arrival of our troops retreated. These people likewise inform me one 
of the ships and a sloop had sailed for Bengal. From them Your Honour will 
receive more particular inteUigence. 

I am with respect, 

Hon’ble Sib and Sibs, 

(Sd.) GEORGE GRAY, 

Cuttack, 

Novemher the 20tht 1T58. 


Hon’ble Sib and Sirs, —This instant arrived my two returning Patamars, 
who have been plxmdered of a letter they brought from Mr. Briston by 
Narranda’s people at Noparrah; they informed me they left Anunderauge’s 
army at Cossimcota the first instant when Colonel Ford was on his way from 
Vizagapatam to join him and march against Mr. Bussey’s forces consisting of 
4)00 Europeans and 12,000 Sepoys under the command of Mr. Copnd, which 
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they had nolice were coming towards them and were about eight miles of this 
side Eauge Bander; but as Your Honour, &c., may be able to receive a more 
distinct account of their motions, I have entrusted this to the care of the person 
of whom I had the advice. 

(8d.) WILLIAM WATTS. 
KICHARD BEOHER. 

Balasore, 

November the 25th, 1758. 


Port William, December the 19th, 1768. 

At a Committee Present: 

The Hon’ble Robert Clive, President. 

William Watts, Esquire. 

Richard Becher, Esquire. 

The ninth instant we received the following letters from Colonel Ford at Yizagapatam 
dated the 29th of October. 

Gentlemen, —I have the pleasure to inform you that our whole force 
arrived here the evening of the iOth instant, and that we have got all our people 
on shore and in one day more shall have landed all our stores. I have dispatched 
Captain Ward as soon as I possibly could, and am much obliged to him for his 
readiness in doing everything in his power to my satisfaction, and for his good 
treatment of the officers and men who were passengers in his ship. I have 
given him bills for the victualling the men and send you his account, I beg 
the favour he may have the thanks of your Board. Guj Putty Raja is 
encamped about twenty-five miles from hence; he seems to be very much in our 
interest. The Prench to the amount of three hundred Europeans and six or 
seven thousand sepoys under the command of the Marquis de Conflans had 
passed the river at Rajamindry in order to attack the Raja; but on hearing of 
our arrival they have re-passed it. I shall certainly begin my march from this 
to join the Raja the first of next month and then shall move towards the 
Prench. I have sent the President’s letter to Nizam Alley, having first opened it 
in order to take a copy that I may send a duplicate in a day or two. The com¬ 
munication between this and Cuttack is very uncertain on account of Narran- 
da, who has fallen out with the Raja, and is now in the Prench interest. As 
soon as I have seen the Raja, I shall write to Narranda. Mr. Gardner, 
Surgeon of the Ilchester, sent me in a bill for medicines and attendance during 
the passage which I thought so unreasonable that I referred him to you for 
payment. Captain Scott and Captain Ward sail together: by the latter I send 
three large casks of beef that was put on board Captain Hilliard’s sloop for our 
use; but it proves to be so very bad that I am obliged to return it. 


Agreed that we address the Committee of Madras and acknowledge the 
receipt of their letter, dated the 19th of October, and inform them that next to 
the affairs of Bengal those of the Carnatic have engaged our most serious atten¬ 
tion, and shall upon all occasions receive the greatest assistance we are able to 
afford. But if we should at this juncture give directions to Colonel Ford to 
proceed to their settlement, and the Prench Squadron should return to the coast 
irafore ours, they would have it in their power to embark their troops and come 
down hither directly, which might be attended with the most fatal consequences, 
that we desire they would keep a sloop or some vessel in readiness to dispatch 
to Colonel Ford at a minute’s warning, if the Prench Squadron should be on the 
coast prior to ours, who in that case will have our directions to proceed directly 
to our assistance; but if our squadron should arrive on the coast before that 
of the enemy, and Colonel Pord should meet with success in the Carnatic, and 
this province remains in tranquility, we shall order him to proceed to them; 
that as it may be essential for Colonel Pord to return hither with the utmost 
expedition, and the Europe ships now with him being shortly expected back, we 
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are to desire that if they have any ships lying unemployed they will dispatch 
one or two to Colonel Ford; that we have acquainted the Governor and Council 
with their want of provisions who will embrace every opportunity of supplying 
them. Agreed that we also write to Colonel Ford and acknowledge the receipt 
of his letter by which we heard of his timely arrival, which has given us great 
pleasure; that the season is now advancing when we may expect the French, 
wherefore we apprehend we need not recommend the bringing affairs in the 
Deccan to as speedy a conclusion as possible, and that we do not doubt but he 
will pursue the most vigorous measures to effect the same; that we have desired 
the Committee of Madras to keep a vessel in readiness to advise him of 
the arrival of the French Squadron and of their intentions, therefore if he finds 
there be a prospect of their coming down hither he must return to our assistance 
with the utmost expedition; let the situation of affairs be what they will, but 
that we have great reason to hope from Admiral Pocock’s letter that our 
squadron will be on the coast before that of the enemy; that the President has 
received a letter from the Governor of Madras informing him that Captain 
Calinder was sent to join him; agreeable to the President’s request that he is 
therefore to take rank according to the date of his Commission that the Gov¬ 
ernor, &c., have thought proper to give him a Commission as Commander-in- 
Chief of the present expedition in which, in case of accidents to him. Captain 
Calinder is nominated to succeed to the command; that His Majesty has been 
graciously pleased to give to the Company the sole right of all plunder that may 
be taken by their land forces in the East Indies, one-half of which the Company 
have thought proper to give up to the captors, reserving the other for their own 
use and benefit; that we hope shortly to hear that he has prevailed upon the 
Raja to defray part if not the whole expenses attending the expedition. 


Bead the following letter from Mr. Briston at Ingerano, dated the 29th of August. 

Hon’blb Sir and Sirs, —As the rains are set in, and the roads stopt betwixt 
here and Cuttack by the Raja of Narranda, I cannot possibly return so soon 
as I expected. I take the liberty to inform Your Honour, &c., of the situation 
of affairs in these parts. About fifteen days ago Mons. Bussey and the Gov¬ 
ernor of MasuUpatam went towards Pondicherry or Madras (which is not 
certainly known), and left behind them the Marquis de Conflans with a party 
of Europeans to take care of Masulipatam and Rajamindry, lest this Raja 
should go that way, which he intends to do in a few days, and I hope will meet 
with success; nothing at present occui's at present worth Your Honour’s, &c., 
notice. 


P. S .—I have letters on the road which have been stopped this month by 
Raja Narranda’s people; should there be any from your Board I hope Your 
Honour, &c., will not think me remiss as I cannot answer them. 

(Sd.) WILLiAM WATTS. 
RICHARD BECHER. 


Fort William, January the 1st, 1769. 

At a Committee Present:' 

The Hon’ble Robert Clive, President. 

Richard Becher, Esquire. 

William Franeland, Esquire. 

Mr. Watts being dispatched for Europe by the llchester, Mr. Frankland 

takes his place as a Member of the Committee; the 
ran an a es la secrecy being tendered him, he took the same as 

Mr. Scrafton appointed Se- did Mr. Scrafton as Secretary to the Committee in the 

room of Mr. Culling Smith. 


cretary. 
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As the Nawab seems to start many- difELculties in regard to the lands, 
Mr. Manningham wrote not agreed we write to Mr. Manningham by no means to 
to pay the two lakhs of pay the two lakhs of rupees. We permitted Mr. Hastings 
rupees to the Nawab. ^o advance the Nawab account the lands till it is clearly 

explained that the Company are to pay only the King’s rents, and that if any 
difficulties are made by the Roy Rain he may make him what present he thinks 
No. 1 . reasonable, and that we direct Cossinauth to be sent down 

Cossinautli ordered down. immediately, it being necessary that the Hardwick should 
Hardwick to be returned. be here in time to be returned to Europe this season. 

Agreed we write up the Presidency of Fort St. George and recommend to 
Presidency of Madras wrote them to send one or two of the first Company’s ships 
to release her. No. 2 that arrive to attend Colonel Ford, and that we advise 

CJoionel Ford wrote, No. 3. Colonel Ford of this our application to the gentlemen 

of Madras, and direct him to return the Hardwick in time to be dispatched 
to Europe. 

(Sd.) RICHARD BECHER. 


Fort William, January the 16th, 1759. 

At a Committee Present: 

The Hon’ble Robert Clive, 'President. 

Richard Becher, Esquire. 

William Frankland, Esquire. 

The President lays before the Committee the following letters informing 
Letters received from Mr. him of the important victory gained by the Company’s 
Andrews informing the Foi’ces Under the command of Colonel Ford over the 
th7rfhTf December* French army commanded by Mons. Conflans :— 

One from Colonel Ford to Mr. Andrews, dated the 7th of December) , ,, 
Do. do. do. do. 

advising his having engaged the French at ten in the morning, and had 
gained a complete victory over them; that he had taken six officers prisoners 
and fifty men with their camp and 25 pieces of cannon. That had not the 
Raja behaved in a most dastardly manner not a Frenchmau could have escaped; 
that Captain Adnett is killed and Messrs. Wick, Moran, and Johnstone were 
wounded and Mr. McGuire had received a contusion in his breast. 

Also a letter from Mr. Andrews to the President advising his arrival at 
Letters from Mr. Andrews Vizagapatam, the 21st of November, that he had been 
to the President with the to camp, and had adjusted matters between the Raja 
treaty settled with the Baja. Colonel Ford to the Satisfaction of both parties, and 

had agreed on the following terms:— 

That all plunder should be equally divided. 

That all conquered countries should be delivered to the Rajas who should 
collect the revenues. 

The seaports, rivers, with the towns upon them and their dependency, should 
be in possession of the Company, and the revenues arising from thence be received 
by them. That no treaty for the disposal or re-delivery of the said countiy be enter¬ 
ed into without the consent of both parties. That the Raja to allow Colonel 
Ford Rs. 60,000 per month for the expenses of the Camp commencing from the 
time they anchored at this Barr. The first payment to be made on our putting 
him in possession of Rajahmundry and monthly afterwards. Also Rs. 6,000 per 
month to the officers in consideration of the great expense they are at: the pay^- 
ments to be made as above. Further, that if the Company would maintain 
from 100 to 600 men for his assistance and would assure him of their con¬ 
tinuance, he would allot such revenues as would answer all their charges; that 
he concluded nothing with the Raja on this last proposal waiting orders from 
this Presidency or Madras; that he is dispatching the Hardwick and two sloops 
to block up Tanam river, the French having three vessels loaded for the islands, 
and that he hopes the ensuing year to make a large investment. 
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A letter from Mr. Andrews. 


Another letter from Mr. Andrews to the President of the 19th informs 
him of Colonel Ford being on the march to besiege 
Masulipatam. 

By the tenor of Mr. Andrews’ letters it appears as if he entertained thoughts 
Possesion of countries con- 0^ taking possession of large territories in the Company’s 
trary to the Company’s in. name, which we judge Contrary to the Company s interest 
**”’**• on many accounts. Pirst as requiring a larger force 

than can at present be spared, as being inconsistent with the general plan of 
assisting the gentlemen on the coast in driving the French entirely out of India, 
and lastly that the revenues of the country will not be sufficient to defray the 
charges of maintaining them, and that if hereafter such circumstances should 
arise as might render it necessary or advantageous to the Company to possess 
themselves of countries, they will always have it in their power, when they find 
the revenues will answer the expense of maintaining them. 

Agreed we dispatch a sloop immediately to Colonel Ford and return him 
Colonel Ford wrote to. thauks for liis great bravery and conduct in the late 

action; that we communicate to him our sentiments as 
above on the impropriety of taking possession of countries in the Company’s 
name. That he dispatch to us all the military stores he can spare; that should 
he be so fortunate as to take Masulipatam he destroy it immediately, unless 
(being on the spot and a much better judge) he think it necessary to keep it 
entire; that he use every method to prevent the French from receiving any 
supplies of gram from that country; that he endeavour to keep up good 
harmony with Salabat Jung; that should he succeed in driving the French out 
of Deccan, he then (as soon as he has certain advice of squadron’s arrival on the 
coast) proceed thither with the utmost expedition with the troops under his 
command, unless he should before or on his march hear of a general action on 
the Coast, that might hinder his proceeding then there needless or dangerous; 
that with respect to himself we leave it to his own option to continue under the 
order of the Madras Pj^esidency or return hither; that in future he make Vizaga- 
patam the channel of his intelligence to us; that we think 50 Military, 20 
Artillery, and two or three companies of Sepoys sufficient garrison for Vizaga- 
Hardwick to be dispatched patam, and that we have ordered the Bombay Castle to 
to Bencooien. relieve the Hardwick and desire he will permit Captain 

Sampson to proceed immediately to Bencooien, for which plan we have sent him 
his despatches. 


Agreed that we address the Committee of Fort St. George, and send them 
Committee of Fort St. a copy of our Orders to Colonel Ford, and assure them 
George wrote to. that nothing but a firm reliance on their repeated pro¬ 

mises of returning these troops to us whenever our occasion required them 
could have induced us to put so great a part of our force out of our power; that 
we hope they will consider this settlement of more importance to the Company 
than all their other possessions together, and have no doubt but they will be 
equally ready to exert themselves for our preservation whenever they see it 
t^eatened with danger. 


Agreed that we write to the Presidency of Bombay, and inform them of 
Committee of Bombay Colouel Ford’s victory, and recommend it to them to 
to. follow our example in assisting the gentlemen at Madras 

to drive the French entirely out of India. 

Received a letter from Mr. Manningham informing the difficulties that 
Letters from Mr. Manning* arise in obtaining the Sunnud,that the Company’s present 

proved highly pleasing, and his reception from the 
Nawab very gracious and friendly. 

Agreed we write Messrs. Manningham and Hastings and acquaint them it 
Nothing to be paid for the 18 OUT firm resolution to pay nothing beyond the King’s 
lands beyond the King's rents, rents agreeable to the translation of the 9th Article of 
the Treaty as sent down by Mr. Hastings; that our intent in demanding these 
lands was that the Company might be enabled from the profits arising on them 
to maintain a force for the Nawab’s defence as well as our own: that consider¬ 
ing the obligations the Nawab is under to the English we are astonished at his 
hesitating to comply with his treaty; that if he pretends to wrest the words of 
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the Treaty to his own advantage, so shall we in turn give him to understand that 
the letter of the Treaty, or properly the different sums stipulated therein, to be 
due in Siccas; that a great part of the first-half was paid in bad rupees which 
the Company were great sufferers, and that we do not intend to put up with 
this loss. 

(8d.) EICHARD BECHER. 


Fort William, January the 26tb, 1769. 

At a Committee Pkesent: 

The Hon*ble Robert Clive, Freaident. 

Charles Manningham, Esquire. 

Richard Becher, Esquire. 

William Eranrland, Esquire. 

Received a letter from John Andrews, Esq., Chief of Vizagapatam, advising 
Colonel Eord*s having taken some vessels and effects at 
7 tWanuar™”No ^2 Yanam to the amount of about Rs. 50,000. That great 

disputes had arisen between the Colonel and the Raja; 
that he intended setting out immediately for camp to endeavour to adjust their 
differences, and desires an immediate supply of money. 

Received also, enclosed in Mr. Andrew’s letter, a letter from the President 
and Council of Fort St. George of the 4th of November, 
and**CouncT FOTt'^St! ^ another letter from them to Colonel Ford, 

George, No. 3. ’ dated the 17th of December, the former advising the 

arrival of a ship at Pondicherry from the islands reported 
to have brought advice that three King’s and seven Company’s ships had left 
France for India, that these are to join Mons. Dach6, and the whole to be on the 
coast early in the season. That if this be the case they think it most eligible 
to meet and attack their present force before they are joined by others; but 
that their attempting it with any degree of prudence will depend much on the 
orders we have given Colonel Ford or may dispatch to him on the receipt of 
this. That from the great superiority of the enemy they have reason to appre¬ 
hend their communication with the country will be cut off as soon as the 
weather will permit the troops to take the field; that even were they to be 
joined next month by the men-of-war and Indiamen with the remainder of 
Draper’s Regiment, if they venture to take the field, it must be with a number 
far inferior to the enemy—a risk that ought to be avoided when the whole* is at 
stake. That the addition of Colonel Ford’s party would put them nearly on an 
equality with the enemy, whom they might then meet w’ith confident hopes of 
success. That one victory would not only secure Madras but all India, and 
that we might then be assured of a reinforcement from them equal to Colonel 
Ford’s detachment. That from the difficulties that must arise for procuring 
transport for the troops from Masulipatam, they think they could be returned to 
us as soon from Madras as they might expect to have the China ships ready for 
that purpose; that they hope Colonel Ford’s instructions leave him a latitude to 
march to them on this representation, which they send through his hands, if not 
hope we shall dispatch him orders to that purpose with all expedition which a 
sloop might carry so as to reach him by the last of December, which would not 
be too late, and that in future we are to address our letters to the whole Council 
instead of the Select Committee. By their letter to Colonel Ford of the 17th 
ultimo, we learn that the French army marched from the Mount the 12th and 
after an hour’s cannonading encamped at Munro’s garden, where they remained 
the 13th, and on the 14th entered the Black Town; that on that day a sally was 
made and a sharp action ensued in which the number killed and wounded was 
considerable on both sides; that Major Paleer is among the latter, but not 
dangerously; that on the part of the enemy they have taken prisoner the Count 
D’Estain; that the enemy have fixed their head-quarters at the Portuguese 
Church in the Black Town where they seem to he beginning some new works, 
and that they hope their next letter wiU advise the arrival of our fleet or at 
least the disappointment of the enemy. 
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Having taken into consideration the critical state of affairs on the coast, 
Madras to be supported to agreed we use our utmost efforts to give the gentlemen 
the utmost. Colonel Ford of Madras all the assistance in our power. That we 
to- write to Colonel Ford it is with infinite concern we hear 


of his disagreement with the Baja, the Company must bear the whole expense 
themselves. That we have sent to Mr. Andrews on the “ Mermaid ” Sloop 3,500 
goldmohurs for the expense of the expedition; that a larger sum shall soon 
follow on the “ Warren **; that when his troops are sent into garrison batta and 
all extraordinary allowances are to cease That if he is not likely to succeed 
against Masulipatam he dispatch the “Hardwick” immediately to Madras with 
as large a force as he can spare, reserving for himself force sufficient to maintain 
what he has acquired. But should he hear of the enemy being retired from 
before Madras he tlien (if there is a prospect of success) is to prosecute the 
siege of Masulipatam with vigour and follow our former directions respecting 
King’s detachment and 12 his proceeding to the coast. Agreed the King’s de¬ 
tachment with the 32 Volunteers from Europe be im¬ 
mediately sent on the “Warren” to Fort St. George; that 
Captain DelavaFs Company he sent on the “ Bombay 
Castle ” as soon as she can he got ready; that we advise 
the gentlemen of Madras thereof and send them a copy 
of our directions to Colonel Ford, as also a duplicate of 
the general letter from England of the 12th of May, containing the Company’s 
Mr. Andrews supplied with Orders during the investment of any of their settlements. 
3,500 goldmohurs. Mr. Agreed we send Mr. Andrews a supply of 3,600 gold- 
Andrews wrote to. mohurs. Write to him to establish a good harmony 

between Colonel Ford and the Raja. 


Volunteers 
“ Warren. 


to go on the 


Delaval’s Company to go on 
the “ Bombay Castle.” 

Copy of Ford’s direction to 
Fort St. George. 


Fort William, February the 10th, 1759. 

At a Committee Present: 

The Hon’ble Robert Clive, President. 

Richard Becher, Esquire. 

William Frankland, Esquire. 

Received a letter from Peter Amyatt, Esq., Chief of Patna, informing us 
»r A 1 « w .1 i® beyond dispute that the King’s son intends 
r. mya a e er o. . forward to Bengal; that he is at three days’ 

march from Benares; that he hears he has sent for Mons. laws; that numbers 
of malcontents and banished people daily resort to him, and Mr. Amyatt desires 
our orders for his further proceedings. 

The President lays before the Board two letters from Mr. Hastings, one of 
the 7th, advising— 

That the Shahzadah was within three days’ march of Benares. That he 
had wrote for Mr. Laws, who would shortly join him with 1,000 men, of whom 
three or four hundred are said to be Tellinghas and Europeans. That the 
Prince’s present force was about 3,000 men, and that he was collecting more. 
That Sujait Dowla intended making him a prisoner, which he had avoided by 
flight. That Ramnarain had transmitted a letter to the Nawab he had received 
from the Prince requiring bis obedience, and that he should come to meet him, 
which Ramnarain had declined till he should receive the Nawab’s orders. That 
Nawab had ordered him to continue at Patna till he arrived to his assistance. 
That the young Nawab had told him his father intended to encamp at 
Bommonea the 11th of the Moon. But that he thinks the Nawab will not 
venture further till joined by Colonel Clive as few of the Jummautdam are 
attached to him, and many of them would take the first opportunity to cut him 


• Telinga ,—This term in the last century was frequently used in Bengal as synonymous with sepoy, or a 
native soldier disciplined and clothed in ^uoxi-Kuropean fashion, no doubt because the first soldiers of that type 
came to Bengal from what was considered to be the Telinga country.—(Hobson-Jobson, Colonel Yule.) 

t “Jemadars, Jemautdar, <fec., Hind, from Arab-Persif»n, Jamadar, Jama meaning an aggregate. The word 
indicates generally a leader of a body of individuals.”—(Hobson-Jobson, Colonel Yule.) 
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off, for trhich reason they dreaded the Colonel’s approach. Another of the 8th 
advises the Nawab has desired the Seats to put off their intended journey and 
to endelkvour to effect an accommodation with the King’s son, and to offer for 
that purpose any sum of money they think necessary. 

These advices being of the utmost importance we have communicated them 
to the Council. 

Agreed we write to Mr. Amyatt that notwithstanding what the Board have 
ordered concerning the Company’s effects, he himself, with the gentlemen of the 
factory and the sepoys he has with him, are to stay with Eamnarain, and 
encourage him either to take the field, or if he thinks he is too weak for that, he 
encourage and assist him in the defence of the city to the utmost, and that 
itamnarain may be assured of our army shortly coming to his assistance. 

Keceived also a letter from Mr. George Gray, Junior, Resident at Cuttack, 
5 informing us that by the arrival of his Hircarrah from 

towards Nagpore the news of Sultabut Jung’s being at 
war with the Morattoes is confirmed, that Naunagee had intended coming, to 
Cuttack with a body of 7,000 or 8,000 horse, but receiving orders from the Son 
Raja Begum he joined his forces to those of Johnagee in order to oppose 
Sallabut Jung’s army under the command of Nizam Ally, Sallabut Jung’s 
brother, which was advancing towards Sitara; that Senbat is with Johnagee and 
will not come to Cuttack till affairs are settled betwixt the Morattoes and 
Sallabat Jung, when it is imagined Naunagee will likewise come. That this 
design of Naunagee’s bringing a large force to Bengal is in consequence of an 
invitation he received from Roydulub to proceed to Muxadavad in order to 
effect a revolution; that this intelligence is further confirmed by the report of one 
of his Hircarrahs, who says, he saw on the road to Nagpore two people who 
acquainted him they had come from Roydulub, and were going to Johnagee, 
which confession he drew from them by several questions; that he has received 
no letters or any advice from Colonel Ford since the 10th instant. 


Fort William, March the 8th, 1759. 

At a Committee Present: 

The Hon’ble Charles Manningham, President. 

Richard Becher, Esquire. 

William Frankland, Esquire. 

Received letter from Colonel Olive, dated from Mirzapore, the 4th instant. 
Colonel aive’s letter, No. enclosing Copies of two letters from Mr. Hastings and 
8. one from Mr. Amyatt, the former informing him that 

the King’s son with Mahamud Cooley Cawn has crossed the river, and that a 
large body of horse has been dispatched by the Shahzadah to join the Seats,* and 
that all cossids are stopped and all passengers searched for letters. The latter like¬ 
wise informing him of the Shahzadah having crossed the river with his forces to 
the amount of 10,000, that if he could find up a light party of Europeans 
that province may be saved. This news being of such a nature as to render it 
necessary a ship should be provided by us to proceed at a moment’s warning to 
assist in re-embarking Colonel Ford’s forces should there be occasion to recall 
them. That positive orders ought immediately to be sent to Colonel Ford not to 
send any part of his forces to the coast, as it is uncertain how soon his service 
may be required here; that he hopes to reach the city in five or six days and 
make up the differences subsisting between the Nawab and his Jemautdars. 


Properly (Hind.) 8eth^ which according to Wilson is the same word with the Chetti or Sketti of 
the Malabar Coast (see Chetty), the different forms being all from the Sanskrit Sreshtka * best, or chief/ Sieshthi, 
‘the chief of a corporation, a merchant or banker.' C. P. Brown entirely denies the identity of the S. Indian 
Sketti with the Sanskrit word (see Chetty). To the Seats Mootabray and jRoopchnnd the Government of 
Chanderoagore was indebted a million and a half rupees.*—(Hobson-Jobson, Colonel Yule.) 
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Eeceired two letters from Mr. George Gray at Cuttack, the one dated the 
Mr. Gray’s tetters Nos. 9 23rd of February, the other the 24th, enclosing duplicate 
and lb. of Colonel Ford’s letters of the 3rd and 15th January, 

informing us that the Fattamars being detained a month was the reason of his 
not having received Colonel Ford’s letter of the 3rd of January before. 

Agreed we write to Colonel Clive and acknowledge the receipt of his letter 
Colonel CUve wrote to, No. «“der date the 4th instant, and enclose him copy of our 

15. letter to Colonel Ford, which shall be sent when we 
receive an answer to this, the season being so far advd,nced. We think the 
sloop should carry some definitive orders to Colonel Ford. 

Agreed we address Colonel Ford and inform him the approaching troubles 
Colonel Ford wrote to, No. northward having obliged the President to take 

16. ’ the field the 1st instant, and this day we have received 
a letter from the President desiring dispatches might immediately be forwarded 
to him with express directions to send no part of his force to the coast but hold 
himself and troops in readiness to embark for this place. 

Agreed we write to Mr. George Gray at Cuttack to 
xr n j j 1 forward the above by express cossids to Colonel Ford, 
wrotft^Nos.*!? and 18?*^ ** Burdett to forward the above to Mr. Gray 

at Cuttack. 


Fort William, March the 13th, 1769. 

At a Committee Present: 

The Hon’ble Charles Manningham, President. 

Eichard Becher, Esquire. 

William Frankland, Esquire. 

Eeceived three letters from Colonel Clive, the first dated from the Camp 
Colonel Clive’s tetters Nos. “^ar Placis, the 7th of March, the second at Placis, the 
11 , 12 , and 13. 10th instant, the 3rd from Cossimbazar of the 13th 

instant. That of the 7th of March, informing us he should set out the next 
day for Placis; that of the 7th advising us he had received our favour of the 6th 
and approve much of our letter to Colonel Ford; that of the 13th instant, 
informing us of his having met the Nawab at Burma and proceeded together to 
Cossimbazar, and there laid before him in the strongest manner the discontent 
and disaffection of his Jemautdars; that his treacherous behaviour and non-pay¬ 
ment of the people in his service were the principal motives which had 
encouraged the Shahzadah to an attempt on this province; that advices from the 
northward confidently report the King and Vizier being on their march after 
the King’s son; that the NawaVs latest accounts mention the Shahzadah having 
crossed the Caramnassa. 

Agreed we address the President and acknowledge the receipt of his letters 
Colonel CUve wrote to. No. Under date the 7th, 8th, and 10th instant; that we hope 
19. the Nawab will pay due regard to his representations 

and by his aid conciliate the minds of his Jemautdars; that should the King 
and Vizier come this way the issue we doubt not be greatly favourable to the 
English; that we have dispatched the letter to Colonel Ford, agreeable to the 
copy sent by; that Mr. Burdett at Ballisore has repeatedly complained of the 
Phousdar continuing to obstruct the business, demanding duties on the Com¬ 
pany’s goods, detaining the weavers, &c. As this man is under Mirza Sallee (now 
with the Nawab) we beg he will send an order from Mirza Sallee to the 
Phousdar that the evils may be removed; that as yet we have received no advices 
either by land or sea&om the southward, that the moment they arrive they shall 
be dispatched to him. 
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Fort William, March the 22nd, 1759. 

At a Committee Pbesent : 

The Hon’ble Charles Manningham, President. 

Eichard Becher, Esquire. 

William Franklano, Esquire. 

Received four letters from the gentlemen at Madras under dates the 26th 
Nos. u, 15,16, ani 17. of January, 16th of February, the 1st and 6th instant; 

Fort St. George. the first acquainting of the situation of that Presidency; 

that they had advices of the arrival of Mr. Teddiman’s squadron at Bombay the 
14th November, and Mr. Poeook’s the 25th of the same month; that had 
Mr. Teddiman’s squadron been ordered from Bombay after a few days’ refresh¬ 
ment they might yet have arrived here in time to prevent the danger to which 
that settlement is now exposed; that the “Warren’s ” going to Bengal was 
another extraordinary proceeding; that her long stay here will not only expose the 
troops, but the ship and cargo to the risk of being taken by the enemy which 
now block up the road. That in short Mr. Sally has had the good fortune to 
see every one circumstance turn out exactly as he could wish to favour his 
attempt. That under all these discouragements they have the pleasure to see the 
whole garrison do their duty; that their loss is much less than might be expected 
from so long a siege; that they hope they shall oblige the enemy to raise the 
siege, and if so that a large supply of military stores and provisions will be 
absolutely necessary. The second informing us of the arrival of the “ Shaftbury ” 
with the sickly of Colonel Draper’s Regiment, and the particulars of the con¬ 
tinuation of the siege; that if the fleet with the remaining part of Colonel Draper’s 
Regiment has met with no accident nor gone to another port, they doubt not 
but to be able to maintain the fort till their arrival; that Major Calliaud with a 
body of sepoys and country horse with a few Europeans has been of great 
service in intercepting the enemy’s supplies; that the French ships four or five 
days after the arrival of the “Shaftbury’’left the road; that the “Bristol” returned 
and landed a supply of stores and the frigate came 14th of February, with the 
same design, but was prevented by the “ Shaftbury ” bearing down to attack her. 
The third, under date the 1st instant, advising us of the happy turn of affairs 
upon the coast in obliging the enemy to raise the siege, that their expected 
succours from Bombay arrived the 16th of February in the evening, and the 
next morning by break of day the enemy retreated with their whole force. They 
left behind them several barrels of powder and other military stores; that our 
troops have been sometimes encamped upon Shouttry plain and well in readiness 
to move further in a day or two; that the enemy’s force is at present at Arcot; 
that a body of Morratoes now in those posts has given them some molestation, 
that they have received our letters of the 26th, 26th, and 29th January, and now 
recommend to our care an accompanying packet for our hon’ble masters. The 
4th, under date the 6th instant, advising us the " Cuddalore ” schooner is dis¬ 
patched to wait the appearance of the “ Warren ”; that our army is at present 
near Permadure, and the French in Cosyeberam; that they wait with impatience 
for the arrival of the “Warren” to know whether Colonel Ford makes any 
detachment this way. 

Received a letter from Colonel Ford, dated the 22nd of February, acknow- 
cbionei Ford’s letter. No. ledgiug the receipt of our letter of the 26th January, and 
18. acquainting us that all differences between him and the 

Raja were adjusted, and new agreements made, by which he is not to pay any 
money; all the country conquered to the southward of Rajamundry river are to 
be equally divided between us (seaports and French settlements excepted); that 
our orders relating to his marching to Madras shall be complied with, likewise 
those with regard to the force to be left at Vizagapatam; that he shall not think 
of quitting the command he set out upon (though the destination of it be altered) 
without his presence in Bengal is necessary; that money is very scarce; that by 
accounts from a deserter from Masulipatam the enemy’s force consists of three 
hundred Europeans and three thousand sepoys, which were encamped near 
Masulipatam; that Salabut Jung’s brother is on his march hither; that he can¬ 
not teU for certain what his intentions are, whether to join us or the French; if 
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he joins us he may possibly succeed against the French; but if the contrary, 
the consequence must be another battle. 


Received a letter from Mr. Andrews at Vizagapatam, dated the 13th 
Mr. Andrew’s letter, No. January, acknowledging the receipt of our letter of the 
19* 26th instant, and informing us of the loss of the “ Mer¬ 

maid ” sloop; that most of her stores will be saved; that the “ Warren ’* was in 
sight to the northward; that he shall observe our orders with regard to the 
money; that the Colonel and Raja are now before Masulipatam; that the sepoys 
had taken a fort ten miles from that place in which were taken prisoners ten 
Europeans, three Topasses, and eighty sepoys. 


Agreed, we write to the gentlemen of Fort St. George and acknowledge 
^ , the receipt of their several letters and “ Sea-horse ” and 

a ras wro o. „ Catharine ** sloops and offer them our congratulations on 
the honour they have so justly acquired by the noble defence of their county 
during this long siege, and we hope equal success will attend their arms in the 
field; that we have forwarded their packets to our hon’ble masters; that the pre¬ 
sent situation of affairs here has obliged the President to take the field, and lain 
us under a necessity of directing Colonel Ford to send no part of his force to the 
coast, but hold himself and troops in readiness to embark for this place; that 
we are preparing several vessels with grain for their Presidency with four lakhs 
of rupees; that with regard to saltpetre we have none in the warehouse at pre¬ 
sent, but hope they will be sufficiently supplied by Captain Wedderburn, the 
“ Hardwick ” and “ Warren ”; that they shall be supplied with a further quantity 
by the August shipping with what other necessaries they may want that is in our 
power; that letters from Mr. Andrews informs us the Colonel and Raja are 
before Masulipatam. 


Fort William, March the 25th, 1759. 

At a Committee Present: 

The Hon’ble Charles Manninoham, President. 

Richard Beceer, Esquire. 

William Frankland, Esquire. 

Received a letter from Colonel Clive, dated from Camp near Futteapur 
the 18th instant, acknowledging the receipt of ours 
oone ives e r, o. . 13th, and informing us he had wrote 

both to the Nawab and Mirza Sally concerning the grievances complained of 
from Ballisore; that Mr. Batson had joined him having left Mr. Amyatt with 
the rest of the gentlemen of the factory and the Company’s effects at Euanulla; 
he informed him that the Shahzadah must be near Patna if not actually arrived 
there; that he shall pass Rajamaul tomorrow and shall proceed on with the 
utmost expedition to recover that place; that a few days will discover the motives 
which have induced Ramnarain to give up so easily the province entrusted to 
his care and whether this ill-advised step of Ramnarain has proceeded from 
cowardice or treachery, and if it is not too late begs we will inform the Secret 
Committee of these particulars. Enclosed came a copy of a letter from 
Mr. Amyatt to Colonel Clive informing him of Ramnarain’s resolutions to give 
up the province committed to his care. 

Agreed we address Colonel Clive and acknowledge the receipt of his of thQ 
Colonel cuve instant, and are sorry to find that Ramnarain’s 

giving up his province so precipitately will be attended 
with such ill consequences, both to the English and the Nawab; that we have 
forwarded his last advices to the Secret Committee, and are preparing several 
vessels with provisions, &c., for Madras. We hope to furnish them with 12,000 
bags of rice, such military stores as the vessels can carry, some timber and 
plank, and four lakhs of rupees. 
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Tort ‘William, April the Ist, 1759. 
At a Committee Present: 


The Hon’ble Charles Manningham, ^President. 
Richard Becher, Esquire. 

William Eraneland, Esquire. 


Received a letter from Colonel Clive, dated from Camp near Shahabad 
the 23rd ultimo, informing us that by letters from 
Colonel Clive 8 letter, No. 4. Amyatt he was in hopes Ramnarain would have 

defended the city; but the advices received by the Ohuta Nawab from Patna, 
so late as the 19th March, give us no longer any room to doubt Ramnaraiu 
being gone over to the Shahzadah, whom Ramnarain went to meet about five 
coss to the westward of the city, and there presented him with 901 gold mohurs, 
two elephants. That the Chuta Nawab had joined him with a considerable 
force, and we may depend upon his using his utmost diligence to get up with 
the Shahzadah in order to bring the affairs to a speedy issue. 

Agreed we address the Colonel and acknowledge the receipt of his letter 
„ , , ^ under date the 23rd ultimo, from the tenor of which 

Colonel Clive wrote to. , j i j i? • j. 

we nave no doubt of Ramnarain being gone over to the 
Shahzadah, notwithstanding wliich we learn from Cossimbazar that on the 30th 
ultimo, the Nawab ordered the nobut to be beat in consequence of a battle 
fought between Ramnarain and the Shahzadah wherein the latter was routed. 
The Nawab’s troops are now eager to take the field; but these troops can be of 
no service as the affair most probably will be brought to an issue before they 
join him. That we shall in a few days dispatch our last conveyances of the 
season for Madras prior to their departure. We wish to receive his sentiments 
with respect to sending final orders to Colonel Eord, as all future opportunities 
will be attended with great uncertainty and delay. 


Port William, April the 17th, 1759. 

At a Committee Present: 

The Hon’ble Charles Manningham, President. 

Richard Becher, Esquire. 

William Erankland, Esquire. 

Received a letter from Colonel Clive, dated from Camp near Bar, the 4th 
1 . 1 XT oo April, informing us that Ramnarain, animated by our 

0 one ive s etter, o. advancing to his assistance, has exerted himself greatly 

beyond all expectation in the defence of the city against the repeated attacks 
of the Shahzadah, who made a furious assault the 3rd; at night the enemy 
succeeded so far as to possess themselves of twa bastions, but were drove from 
thence with considerable loss, and by the last accounts had lodged themselves 
in the ditch; however, he is persuaded as soon as Ensign Mathews whom I 
have detached forward with 1,000 sepoys has got in, he will find means to remove 
them further off, if he does not oblige them to raise the siege; that Ensign 
Mathews being at daybreak that morning about eight miles short of Patna 
met Omur Cooly Cawn coming to him from the Shahzadah. Mr. Mathews took 
him and his people prisoners; that he had sent order for Omur Cooly Cawn*s 
immediate release; that they shall reach Patna in three or four days; that 
news has just arrived from Ramnarain of the Shahzadah having abandoned the 
siege and retired with the utmost precipitation. 


Eort William, April the 20th, 1759. 

* At A Committee Present: 

^ The Hon’ble Charles Manningham, President. 

Richard Becher, Esquire. 

William Eraneland, Esquire. 

Received a letter from Colonel Clive, dated Patna, the 9th of April, inform- 
1 XT «T ijs that Ramnarain had paid him a visit on the 7th 

Colonel dive s letter, No. 31. jaffier Cawn’s gardens and expressed the highest sense 
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t\iat lie stood solely indebted for his preservation to the extraordinary despatch 
the Colonel made; that Mons. Laws joined the enemy the day of the last attack, 
but bad not influence sufSeient to prevail on them to stay any longer they were 
so much alarmed by the arrival of the detachment of sepoys sent forward 
under Ensign Mathews at Eulta bridge, and by their apprehensions that the 
rest of the army was close after them, that they directly abandoned the siege 
and had retired so precipitately that they had already got near the banks of the 
Soane; that in order to prevent adventurers henceforward from engaging in 
such enterprises, it will be necessary to make severe examples of such as have 
been any ways instrumental in promoting the late invasion; he has, therefore, 
determined to march as far as the Caramnassa, and will visit in his way the 
Bodgepore country. Pulwan Singh, one of those Bajas, having been very active 
in the support of the Shahzadah, he proposes making him pay so dearly for his 
rebellion that all others may thereby be intimidated, and so our Subah be more 
lirmly fixed than ever; that after the troops have recovered from the fatigue of 
the late march he shall proceed on his new expedition, on which Eamnarain 
with all his forces as well as the Chuta Nawab will accompany him; he has 
received our letter of the 25th ultimo, with the several duplicate copies, and is 
concerned that the contents of his letter of the 18th March should have been 
transmitted home, as he is now fully convinced that Eamnarain was all along 
hearty in our interest; that the moment Eamnarain heard the English had 
espoused the cause of the Nawab and that he was on his march, he seriously 
engaged in the same cause; that the day before the date of his letter he received 
a friendly letter from the Vizier desiring he would lay hold on the Shazadah and 
punish such as lent him any assistance promising that he would take care the 
like disturbance should not happen again. 


Agreed we acquaint Colonel Clive of the receipt of his letter under date 
the 9th instant, with its duplicate, and congratulate him 
The Colonel wrote to. qu the favourable situation of the northern affairs; that 
we have wrote to Colonel Ford to pursue the former plan of his instructions 
and proceed to Madras with the forces under his command to Madras; but 
unless Colonel Ford leaves Vizagapatam in this month of April, he will not 
gain his passage by sea to Madras till August season opens; whether he can pro¬ 
ceed by land we shall better learn from his next advices, we presume a few davs 
after the date of Mr. Andrew’s letter would determine the business of Masuii- 
patam. That it is with great pleasure, we observe had received a letter from 
the Vizier, that his success in this expedition will be highly pleasing to him and 
we hope open the way for obtaining the Eoyal confirmation of all our privileges, 
possessions, &c,, in these provinces; that vve have just received letters from 
Mr . Gray at Balasore who since the date of his last (the 31st ultimo) had been 
informed that Senbats Forces amounted to about 40,000 men in all; but so 
various had been the accounts of them it was impossible to judge of their num¬ 
bers, in order, therefore, that some credible intelligence of them might be 
obtained before he left Cuttack, he dispatched a pair of Hircarrahs to their 
Camp with orders to make the strictest enquiry concerning their force and 
return with the utmost expedition to Balasore, from whence advices would be 
transmitted to us. That on the 10th instant we wrote to Mr. Gray directing 
him to continue at Cuttack while it could be done with safety to himself. 


Fort William, May the 4th, 1759. 

At a Committee Present : 

The Hon’ble Charles Manningham, President. 

Eichard Becher, Esquire. 

W 1 LLIA.M Frankeand, Esquire. 

Eeceived a letter from Colonel Clive, dated 24th ultimo, enclosing extracts 
Received Colonel Clive’s from Mr. Pocock’s letter and translate of a letter from 
letter. No. 39. the Shahzadah. He therein informs us of his ha vino* 

received the submissions of the two of the Boujepore Eajahs and who would 
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never have consented to trust themselves with the Nawah; but through his 
mediation, that the Shahzadah with his party have crossed the Carrumnassa ;* that 
he has received a letter from the Shahzadah which he pretends to be in answer 
to one received from the Colonel, which the Colonel conjectures to be a contri¬ 
vance to sow dissension between himself and Nawab, or else as an introduction 
to his throwing himself upon him for protection; that he has thought fit to give 
no answer to it; that had we been furnished with a force from home as we 
had a right to expect, a glorious opportunity now presented itself to make our¬ 
selves great in India; but circumstanced as we are he thinks it would be im¬ 
prudent to give umbrage to the Vizier by giving any encouragement to the 
Shahzadah, that the little hopes we have of being supported from Europe must 
determine us to rest satisfied with the advantages already gained to the 
Company. 

Agreed we write 


Colonel Clive wrote to. 


to the Colonel that we advise him of the accident 
happened to the “ Kent **; that our sentiments entirely 
agree with his; that it is to be lamented that the poor 
support we have had from Europe obliges us to lose so fair an opportunity 
of procuring advantages to the Company. 


Fort William, June the 22nd, 1759. 

At a Committee Present: 

The Hon’ble Charles Manningham, President, 

Eichard Becher, Esquire. 

William Frankland, Esquire. 

One from Colonel Clive, dated Beeterbund, the 16th instant, advising that 
Letter from Colonel Clive, Pulwan Sing’s son with a body of forces made some 
No. 46, show of making a stand; but that on the approach of 

an advanced party he had sent to reconnoitre they had abandoned the place; 
that he shall stay some days at Jehanabad to settle the country and then return 
to Patna; but that he apprehends it will be necessary both for the Nawab and 
himself to leave some forces with Kamnarain to put the Boujepore country 
on a better footing, and that the Shahzadah had crossed the river at Benares. 

Eeceived a letter from Colonel Ford, dated Masulipatam, 14th June, with 
Letter from Colonel Ford, the particulars of his success against that place; that 
No. 57. finding it absolutely necessary to act with vigor Salabut 

Jung being arrived with his army within twenty coss of him, he assaulted the 
fort in the night between the 7th and 8th of April, and had the good fortune to 
make himself master of it in about an hour’s time; that his whole force at the 
time of the assault was (315) rank and file and 1,300 sepoys; that he had lost 
23 Europeans and 60 wounded, besides a seaman killed and six wounded and 130 
sepoys wounded. He knows not what the enemy’s loss may have been, but that 
he had taken above 400 prisoners, 45 of which were wounded; that by a muster 
the day before it appeared they had then 522 Europeans (oflEicers, civilians, and 
inhabitants bearing arms included) and 2,037 sepoys; that he hopes the cap¬ 
ture will be as beneficial to the Company in particular as it is honorable to the 
English arms in general, and he thinks the situation so advantageous that he 
shall not demolish the fortification or give it up till our further orders. He 
commends Captain Samson’s behaviour during the whole expedition. He adds 
that Salabut Jung, encouraged by the assistance of 200 French under the com¬ 
mand of Captain Durocher, had determined to attempt the re-taking of Masuli¬ 
patam ; but that seeing him keep the field without retiring into the fort cooled 
his ardour, and he renewed the conference he had broke off some days before, 
and at last concluded on a treaty, copy of which he forwards; that after the 
treaty he visited the Nawab, who received him in great state, had proclaimed 
biwi a fine title with a jagir and mansub of 6,000; but that after the 


*A river which booods the province of Behar. 
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ceremony, retiring into a private room the Kawab desired his assistance against 
Nizam Ally, who was marching towards Hyderabad. On his excusing himself 
he revoked the title, mansub and jaghir, and refused to return the visit accord¬ 
ing to agreement; that since that he is marched to meet his brother, but that 
he believes they will accommodate matters without fighting; that our letters to 
him in cipher of the 8th March and 17th April did not agree with the cipher 
delivered him, consequently could not be deciphered; that in hopes to make an 
irreconcileable breach between the Nawab and the French he had offered 
as far as Rs. 2,00,000 among his courtiers to get the French troops in his army 
delivered up to him, but without effect; and that he has advanced Captain 
Hilliard 3,500 Arcot rupees. 


Fort Wniiam, September the 6th, 1759. 

At a Committee Present : 

The Hon’ble Robert Clive, Fresident, 

Charles Manningham, Esquire. 

William Frankland, Esquire. 

T. L. Holwell, Esquire. 

Mr. Holwell now takes his seat as a Member of the Select Committee: the 

Mr. Holwell takes his seat Oath of secrecy being tendered him he took the 
at the Committee. Sam6. 

The President lays a letter before the Committee from Mr. Amyatt, dated 
Mr. Amyatt’s letter to the Patna, the 28th of August, advising him of the arrival 
President. of two Hircarrahs from Lucknow, who mention Gopaul- 

row and another Morrattoe General is laying on the banks of the Ganges in the 
Rohillier country with an army of sixty thousand men, and demand a passage 
through Suja Dowlatt’s country to enter Bengal, which he refused them, and 
marched with his army to oppose their passage. Mahmud Cooley Oawn refuses 
his liberty, without they give him the fort and province of Allahabad, and leave 
to join the Shahzadah. That Sadulali Cawn Rohellier is in his capital with a large 
body of forces to defend himself against the Morratoes and ready to assist Suja 
Howlatt when wanted. That the Gants* are in arms to defend themselves 
against the Vizier and Morratoes and in alliance with Suja Howlatt; that 
Hamet Cawn Bungule is ready to take the field if occasion requires it; he is a 
friend to the Vizier and enemy to Suja Howlatt. That Juncoogee Morrattoe is 
laying near Helhi with an army; disputes continue between him and the Vizier 
about money matters; that Bulwunt Singh, the Benares Rajah, is raising forces; 
he is a friend of Ramnarain and no enemy to Pulwunt Singh. That Jhyzell 
Ally Cawn, Guzzeepore Nawab, is in the field going to settle matters with .his 
sub'Zemindars; he and Ramnarain are on very good terms. That Pulwant Singh 
is raising forces and people think there is not such an animosity between him 
and Ramnarain as the latter would have the world believe. That Comdar 
Cawn Migh has three thousand horse and five thousand gun-men and letters 
and messengers continually pass between him and the Shahzadah. That the 
Shahzadah is three days’ march from Benares, to the southward on this side the 
river. The Rajah there has behaved extremely civil to him and will render any 
assistance in his power; some say he has thousand of his old followers with him; 
others a very few. That there does not appear any reason at present to suspect 
Ramnarain of treachery more than formerly. He is not, nor never was, attached 
to the Nawab, and greatly afraid and averse to the young Nawab, and would gladly 
join in any rebellion was there a fair prospect uf succeeding, and he continues the 
leading man; that all that province in general was attached to the Shahzadah, and 
we have very few friends owing to our espousing the present Government. That 
we may depend upon his keeping a watchful eye on Ramnarain’s actions and send¬ 
ing in continual advices of all occurrences. All the northern powers are in arms. 
That the Shahzadah,if he is inclined to come this way, will find more friends ready 
to join him than the Nawab will be able to cope with, unless the English inter- 


♦Jaats* 




17 


fere in his behalf, for not only that province is attached to the Shahzadah, but 
the major part of Bengal; that everybody there seems to be of opinion there 
certainly will be disturbances in these provinces, but they do not pretend to 
say whether they will be there or in Bengal. 

As it is more than probable by the above advices, the troops will be under 
a necessity of taking the held early in the season, and their numbers being so 
small agreed we address the gentlemen at Fort St. George, and enclose them 
Fort St. Geo^e wrote to, copy of the abovc letter from Mr. Amyatt, likewise copy 
No. 62. of the return of the military in the kingdom of Bengal 

and inform them how precarious our situation is and how liable we are to he 
involved in fresh troubles. That we think unless they have some very important 
point in view, this very valuable settlement ought not to be left in its present 
defenceless state. That we are persuaded they concur in opinion with us; that 
the troops ought to be employed in such manner and in those places where their 
services can he most advantageous to the Company, and should Mr. Pocock be 
obliged to leave the coast without either seeing the French squadron or receiv¬ 
ing certain advices of its destination, in that case, we think it absolutely 
necessary the regiment should be sent for the Bay for the security of this 
valuable settlement. ^ 

Agreed likewise we address Mr. Pocock, acknowledge the receipt of his 
Mr. Pocock wrote to, No. several favours and inform him we have given Mr. King 
63. all the assistance in our power; but for want of the 

Company’s ships have not been able to send the whole of the provisions for the 
use of his squadron; however, the remainder shall be conveyed to him by the 
first opportunity. , 
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Thursday 3rd Jan'^- 
At a Coksultatiok, Present. 
George Pigot, Esq*. Goo' Pread*' 
John Suite. 

Dawsonne Drake. 

Charles Botjrchier. 

Samuel Ardley. 


Mess'* YanSittart & Turner Ab sent. 
M' Fairfield Indisposed. 

The President acquaints the Board that by secret Intelligence he has 
T,„. ..V . ..u T< u. received the Enemy’s Army Assembled at 

■.» t tb. r™.ck is add to ooist of 2 W Euioiieara 

and that they expect every day to be joined by the rest of Morarow’s Army. 


Field. 


Received the three follonring Letters from Colonel Coote Commanding the Army in the 


To—The Hon’ble the Governor and Council 


Gentlemen— 

Since I had the honour of writing to you last I have'receiyed the agreeable 

Letter from Colonel Coote Commanding the Army uews of a French Company of Grcnadicrs 
in the Field. bciug made Prisoners as they were going 

with a Convey from Outatoor to Syringham. They have ordered 1000 black 
Horse that were in the Polygar Country to march that way. I have wrote to 
Captain Smith on this head and hope that party will fall into our hands, I am 
very well informed that they are determined to send no more succours to the 
Southward, but bend all their force this way. Yesterday Afternoon they 
brought on this side of the River between 2 and 3000 black Horse and 300 
Europeans, they attacked an outpost I had at Trimleycherry, upon this Occa¬ 
sion 1 had 12 Seapoys a good deal wounded, but night coming on, and our 
Hussars appearing they Crossed the river again. About 3 O’clock this Morn¬ 
ing three Companies of our Seapoys crossed the river and attacked their 

A gkirmish with the Voratta Camph; a party of Moratta Camp wllich Were UpOU the right 
Grenadier* and Seapoy. from the Army. of their Army. I Supported them With 

two Companies of Grenadiers a Picquet and 2 Guns. The Seapoys were com- 
^ . . . manded by Lieut. Agey, and Mear Maho- 

len. WOOD e. med. They got into their Camp, and upon 

their firing, the whole of the Morattas were put into the greatest confusion; an 
unfortunate Shot wounded Lieut. Agey in the Shoulder who was the only 
man hurt, upon which the Seapoys tho* in possession of the whole Camp gave 
ground, notwithstanding Mear Mahomed did all in his power to make them act, 
day light coming on they returned, during this time I fired Some shot into their 
Camp to Keep up the alarm. I do not know as yet what Men and Horses were 
Killed but imagine a good many of the latter. I promised Mear Mahomed a 
pr^nt, if he behaved well on this occasion, and as he acquitted himself with 
resolution I hope you will not think 50 Pagodas too much. I believe this Affair 
276 F D. 
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will stop them for the present from sending 1000 Horse they intended this day 
to plunder about Oonjeveram, Captain Hislop desired me to request you would 
order to camp all the Hen of the King’s Artillery at Madrass, and as many of 
the Company’s as you can spare, with an Officer or two, several of the Artillery 
here are sick. 1 am taking by degrees some Horse into the Service which 1 
have ordered Baron Vasserot to inspect. 1 have likewise desired Captain De 
Beck to mount 10 Hussars more, it being impossible to do anything with the 
few we have without fatiguing them to death. 1 wait with the greatest Im¬ 
patience till you have an answer from Morarow. 

1 am with great respect and Esteem, 
GEMTLBStBN, 

Your Most Obedient and most humble Servant, 
Chikabamodbtju,* eyre COOTE. 

31- Deo' 1769. 


Sib,— 


To—The Hou'ble Oeoboe Fiqot Esq* 

Frsd* and Gov'^ of Fort S* (George. 


By Intelligence I have received from Arcot I find that the Enemy by the 
, ,, , Skirmish yesterday afternoon had two Euro- 

wolmded, ine black Horae Killed 
and three wounded, and by the attack last night had four men Killed and 
several wounded, six horses Killed, twelve wounded, and 20 that run away from 
their picquets, besides the loss of several bullocks. Had the Seapoys acted 
according to my orders, we should have made a noble Affair of it. 1 have good 
Intelligence that Morarow with all his Army is on the Road to join the French, 
that as soon as this is effected they intend sending away 6000 Horse, to cut of 
all Communication between Madrass and the Army, and to give us battle im¬ 
mediately, the latter part I think they will not do, as it will be running a great 
risque of a defeat, when without it they might distress us very sufficiently and 
not lose a man. Their Horse plunder now a good deal in the Conjeveram 
Country, I hope none of their parties will go nearer to Madrass, pray do you 
think it would not be right to depute a proper Officer from the Army to go to 
Morarow and endeavour to prevent bis joining the French. I should imagine 
it would have more weight than sending any black person, however of this you 
are much better judges than I am. 1 own my Anxiety for striking some stroke 
against the French before they can be reinforced by fresh Troops from Europe 
makes me wish this junction could be prevented. I make no doubt but tlu) 
best methods will be used by you for this purpose. I have this day recalled the 
Better from the Nabob which I mentioned to you the 29*'' Instant. 

I have the honour to be with the greatest respect and Esteem. 

Sir, 

Your Most Obedient and most humble Servant, 
ChinasAHODBUM,* EYRE COOTE, 

3J« De(f 1759. 


To—^The Honble Gsobob Figot Esq' 

Freed* sad Gov' Council of Fort S* George. 

Gbntlbhbn— 

1 have just received a letter from Ennis Cawn dated at Currupenault a 

Letter from Colonel Coote Commandiog the Armj Copy of wbich I nOW transmit yOU, With 
in the Field. jjjy Answer to it which I sent back 

immediately by the two Morattas that brought it, the Intelligence I got 
from them was that they left Ennis Cawn at Currupenault a place about 

InteUigenee that the PMnch .re tooting with the 7® MileS from ArCOt with 2000 Sea- 
Morrtttas under Ennis Cawn near the Hills of the poys 800 HorSO between 60 and 70 

peans 2 Drum and a great numb^ 
of plundering people. Monsieur de la Ris arrived there with a present of 


* This spelling here is relied upon the authority of Orm*s Hindustan, but in the originals the word is indifferently 
apelt as Chlnisamatra '* (see proof Register No. 267) ** Chinisamadram^ Chititsamodruin \ and so on, boh tbe 
form (Smalloceaii^ ChiuHsamodrum ^^makes good sense, and tbe name of tbe village as ** Chinapapa Samodrdii 
near FondicLery testifies to it, and so the word has been corrected accordingly, 

C. B. V..—24-7-98. 
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50,000 BiUpees from the Prench which he Ennis Cawn received, hut upon 
receipt of a Letter fr^'in me he returned the Honey, which money was sent 
back to Arcot. That Ennis Cawn would wait 4 Days to hear what Agreement 
was made between us and Morarow. That he writ to the different Jemmedars 
who were with the French to quit them with all the Morattas. That the 
French would not permit it, but detained them at Arcot, and despatched an 
Officer with a present of Money to him. Ennis Cawn says we should send a 
Yaked to acquaint him with the Offer that is made to Morarow, upon which 
he will join us immediately, as it must be a long time before Morarow can 
inform him of it, by reason of the great distance between them. I therefore 
beg you will be so kind as to let me know the Sum you have Offered him, and 
whether I should not send a proper person to Ennis Cawn to acquaint him 
with it. 1 have accounts of the French sending out lai^e bodies of Horse to 
plunder the Country. I have send out parties to endeavour to intercept them 
on their return. Since the last affair they have removed their black Cavalry 
further from the banks of the River, by which 1 imagine they are not fond of 
being in our Neighbourhood. 

1 am with the greatest respect and Esteem, 
Gbntlbuek, 

Tour most Obedient aud most humble Servant, 
Chinasamodbum, eyre COOTE. 

1“ January 1760. 


A Copy of Letter from Sun is Caw to Col. Coots. 


1 received your lietter by Mahomed Murad and also observe what 

Mahomed Abrar Cawn*8 Buckshey has 
wrote me. Out of regard to the Brotherly 
friendship which subsisted between Morayreyram and Nabob Mabomedally 
Cawn as also of the great amity of the Hon’ble George Pigot Esq. Governor 
several Letters have been wrote but there has been delays in sending an An¬ 
swer. The French intreated us very much. It is our custom wherever we go 
to push thro’ the business that may offer without any fear of others, however 
in consideration of your earnest desire and the said Governor’s sending a 
Offen to join 08 with all the Horattas in the pro* Vakeel Janardeu Funt to Morarow ad- 
eince upon termt sends a Vakeel to camp. vising them of Certain matters. 1 have 

recalled the army which went to Arcot thereby to encrease our friendship. 
Our manner is such that we do not regard which is the weaker or stronger of 
which the Nabob is very sensible. I have sent the necessary message by 
Mahomed Murad, you’ll on receipt of this Letter send a man of consequence 
with a-proper supply whom I shall Discourse, and march soon to join you with¬ 
out Delay. At the request of the said Mahomed Murad I have recalled our 
Troops from Arcot as above in order to join you and increase the Friendship. 
I cannot stay long in this place. If you soon send the man of consequence 
with a proper supply according to my desire I shall come over to you without 
Delay, you’ll on no account delay but send the man of consequence with a 
proper supply as aforesaid. The said Mahomed Murad will inform you some 
certain matters. 

Copy of a Letter to Enkis Cawn, 

This day I received your Letter by Mahomed Murad a Chubdar. The 

Terms of Agreement were settled by M’ 

Cow 0* Colonel Coote . answer to Bnn» Cawn. Morarow’s Vakeel at MadraSS 

and our Vakeel sent to Morarow with a'Letter from M’ Pigot and an order for 
him to send for the Sum agreed on whenever he pleased. It gives me a good deal 
of surprize to find the Morattas have joined the French after Matters had been 
ad^ted between us. The French I am certain have not money to pay their own 
Troops or courage enough to fight our Army. Two nights ago I attacked their 
Gamp, but finding your People were between them and us and that I must 
destroy all your men before I came to them, I stopped my Soldiers from 
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proceeding any further, knowing of the Agreement between us, otherwise I 
mi»ht have done much damage to the French Army. By the time you get 
this I suppose you will have orders from Morarow to join me, if you have not 
let me know and I will send you word what sum is agreed upon between us. 

Chinasamodetjm, eyre COOTE. 

J*‘ January 1760. 


That the Morattas under Ennis Cawn should have rejected an offer 60,000 
Rupees from the French is hardly to be credited. It however appears from all 
Circumstances that the French are using every means in their power to engage 
them, in which if they succeed, so vast a Superiority of Cavalry will not only 

Expediency of engapng the Morattas on our side enable them tO distrOSS OUr army ^VOry 
at this Juncture Considered. effectually by Cutting off the Supplies of 

Provisions and Interrupting the Communication with Madrass, hut in case 
of an action render the risque very unequal, as the same means which would 
make a Victory on the part of the Enemy compleat would serve to cover their 
Retreat in case of a Defeat and render it impossible for us to pursue the 
Success. 

For these Reasons it becomes an object of the first consequence to try 
„ ^, „ . _ , .. every expedient in our power to withdraw 

’ ^ ■'the Morattas from the French and engage 

them on our side. To this End it is agreed to offer Ennis Cawn an advance of 
Sixty thousand Rupees (which exceeds the offer Reported to have been made to 
him by the French, by ten thousand) of which thirty thousand to be paid on his 
V ^ j .. . . 1 . .. o drawing from the French the Morattas 

to be deducted out of the future Pay. , j ji j.y • a ai_ 

now with them, and the other thirty thou* 
sand upon his joining our Army with his whole Force the same to he d^ucted 
from the Terms of Pay which may be settled upon their arrival. 

The President is desired to enquire of the Shroffs for Bills to this amount, 

A Vakoelof Balazarow at Madrass offers to use bis and a Vakeel now at Madrass belonging to 
Interest with Ennu Cawn in our behalf Balazarow offering to use his Interest 

with Ennis Cawn to join us in preference to the Prench, Agreed that he pro- 
^ ^ ceed to camp with the Bills and to ac- 

piocee 0 camp. quaint Coloncl Coote that we think he will 

be a proper person to accompany the officer he may send from the army to 
Negociate this Business. 

As the advices we have received of the Enemy’s Superiority both in Euro¬ 
peans and Country Troops, if authentick, will render our situation and the hazard 
of a Battle so far from home, extremely precarious, It is thought necessary and 
agreed to acquaint Colonel Coote with these sentiments of the Board, and to 
recommend them to his serious consideration, as should the circumstances 
before recited make it at all hazardous to remain in the Post he at present Occu¬ 
pies it will become expedient to take the most cautious measure for the secu¬ 
rity of the army and this we think may in such case be best effected by remov¬ 
ing to Ohangleput some Europeans, and Seapoys being then placed in Oauveri- 
pauk, Conjeverara, Carongoly, and Wondiwash, might oblige the Enemy to bring 
heavy Cannon against those places before they can reduce them which would 
gain time, perhaps till the arrival of our Squadron, when We may with 
Prudence run greater Risque and be the less constrained in our Operations. 

The Board approve of Colonel Coote’s Intention to raise more Hussars as 
.. b. »|»1 mentioned in his letter ot the 31st Ultimo 

as well as the Encouragement of 60 
^ adj^s to have promised to 
Hear Mahomed for his good Behaviour 


which it is agreed to signify to him. 


GEORGE PIGOT. 
JOHN SMITH. 
DAW80NNE DRAKE. 
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Sent the follomng letter to Colonel Coote in oonseqnence of the Resolntions of this daje 
Consultation.— 

To— Eyeb Cootk Esq* 

Commander-in-Cbief of the Land Forces on the Coast. 

Sib — 

Since we last wrote to you we have received your two Letters of the 

Letter to Colonel Coote Commauding the Army 31** Leceuiber and that of the 1** lU" 
in the Field. stant. 

We had for some time with us a Vakeel belonging to Morarow; that 
Man returned to bis master about the middle of the last month, with a Letter 
from the President to him desiring that he would come to these parts and 
join his Forces to ours to oppose the Enemy, the Agreements upon these 
occasions are according to the Number of Troops that are brought. No 
settled sum therefore has been mentioned, but we bad the assurances of the 
Vakeel that none of his Master’s Troops would join the French and that we 
might depend upon his assistance for the price usually paid to Moratta Horse. 
We have heard nothing since from him or his Master, so that we are unable 
to say what dependauce can be placed on him, we will only observe to you 
here that we think very little should be at any time. Before the Siege of this 
place last year we had assurances of the assistance of this man, a Sum of 
Money was even paid down and a Bill of Exchange for a much larger sent to 
Maduc Sera which was to be payable on the arrival of his Troops at Changle- 
put but they never made their appearance. 

We observe what Ennis Oawn has wrote to you, we doubt much the truth 
of his returning the .50000* Rs. to the French, and wish his Letter may not 
have been wrote to amuse. We will however to convince you how ready we 
are to do every thing in our Power to draw from the French the assistance of 
those Forces, consent to the offering him a larger Sum than that he is said to 
have rejected by 10000 Rupees, notwithstanding our Treasury wUl but ill 
afford a Draught of this kind from it. 

In the Evening we will send you a Bill of Exchange for sixty thousand 
(60,000) Piupees, half of which shall be payable upon Ennis Cawn’s drawing 
from the French the Morattas now with them, and the other half upon his 
joining you. We have desired a Vakeel now here belonging to Balazarow to 
go out to camp, he wdli be a proper person to accompany the Ofl&cer you may 
send to Ennis Cawn with the proposals. 

If the advices which both you and We have received of the French Forces 
at this Time, as well in Europeans as Blacks, may be depended on, their 
Numbers appear so much superior to your army, as make us rather wish you 
siiould have no Engagement so far from home altho’ the Enemy should not 
be joined by this additional Force of Ennis Oawn’s. You tell us Captain Hys- 
lop is desirous of having more Artillery men, we have already drained our 
Garrison so much that was an accident to happen to your army we might find 
it very difficult to defend ourselves against an attempt made by the Enemy 
which is not to be doubted they would do upon such Occasion. 

For these reasons it is very necessary that you consider well your Situation, 
if the Post which you at present occupy, be such, that you Judge your advan* 
t.age therefrom would be very considerable, the longer you can keep it the better 
as you thereby cover the more Country, but we think you should be very careful 
how you send Parties to attack Out-posts of the Enemy, for these parties being 
supported from time to time often bring on a general action, and perhaps on 
a spot most Advantagious to the Enemy. 

On the other hand if you think your present Situation and the Superiority 
of the Enemy such as renders it at all hazardous to continue where you are, we 
would not for the sake of holding a few Lands, which tho’ we give up now may 
be ours again to-morrow, run any risk of a defeat, and should be much better 
' pleased to have your army lay in security at Changleput, should this last appear 
to you to be the most prudent measure, we think a few Europeans and some 
Seapoys in Oauveripauk, Conjeveram, Carongoly, and Wondiwash, may oblige 
276 P D. 
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the Enemy to bring cannon against those places before they can reduce them 
which would gain considerable time, perhaps so much as may bring our Squa¬ 
dron to us, when we may with prudence run greater risks than at present. 

We approve very much of your mounting all the Hussars you are able, as 
well as the Encouragement of fifty Pagodas which you have promised to Mear 
Mahomed for his good Behaviour. 


We are (vith Esteem, 

Sib 

Fort S*- George. Tour Most Obedient humble Servants, 

3^ January 1760. 


GEORGE PIGOT Council. 

««•*«»• 


6*'* Received the following Letter from Colonel Coote Commanding the Army in the Field, 
To—The Hon’ble the President and Council. 

Gentlemen — 

I wrote to M' Pigot about Eccles Cawn coming to Camp, he has given 

Letter from Colonel Coote Commanding the me a state Of llis CaSC, which I nOW 
Army in the Field. Send you, for my part I think him a 

sensible man, and one who knows the State of the French Affairs with the 
Country Powers better than any body I have yet conversed with; I believe he 
is very sensible that it is more his interest to be attached to us than the French 
but as some of the Gentlemen here seemed to have imbib’d a bad impression 
of him I thought proper to write you on this head, that if you do not chuse bis 
remaining here I shall give him no Encouragement. This day two Vakeels 
came to me from the Arabians in the French Service with an offer to join us. 

Some black Troovs in the French Army make Their number are Arabs 1,000 one Com¬ 
over tnres to join US. mander, Seapoys 1,000 one Commander, 

Horse 500, Guns 4, what they ask seems to be extravagant, but I believe they 
will be very glad to come into our own Terms. I shall make an offer with your 
approbatiou of 16,000 Rupees mouth for 1,000 Arabs and the Seapoys and 
Horse in proportion to what we pay our owm, which I would rather be without 
if I could get the Arabs by themselves, who will answer instead of the batta¬ 
lion of Seapoys you have been pleased to order to be raised. If the Morattas 
join us or you chuse I should carry on this affair, I shall discharge a Number 
of bad Horse that I have been obliged to take into the Service, so as to make 
the Expence as light as possible to the Company. I beg Gentlemen you will 
consider the consequences this affair must have, it certainly will strike so great 
a damp upon the irenoh Army that I make no doubt but most of their black 
Force will leave them, as well as some of their Europeans and I could almost 
venture to say upon the junction of the Morattas we should recover as much 
Country as would defray the Expences you may be at on this occasion, should 
we let this critical moment slip perhaps we might never have so good an oppor¬ 
tunity again of distressing the Enemy so essentially, I beg there may be no 
delay in answering this letter, as their Vakeels are waiting here for your deter¬ 
mination. 

1 am with the greatest respect and Esteem, 
Gentlemen, 

Tour Most Obedient and most humble Servant, 

ETRE COOTE. 

China Samobrum, 

4'* Jari^ 1760, 
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To which it was thought proper immediately to return the following Answer 


To—Etm Cootb, Esq'., 


Commander>in>Chie£ of the Land forces on the Coast. 


SlE- 


We have just received your favor of the instant. You on the spot 
, ,, ^ , will be the best judge of the advantages 

you may hope to obtain over the Enemy 
by engaging the Country Forces there mentioned, or any others, to come over 
to us. We leave it to you Sir to weigh those advantages against the Expence 
it may be necessary to incur, and shall approve of whatever Agreements you 
Empowered to treat with and entertain Conn* may make in consec^uence, being persuad* 
try Forces in onr Service. ed you will have all that Regard for the 

Company’s Interest which the exigency of their affairs will admit of. Certain 
it is that if you can secure our Districts from the Incursions to which they are 
now exposed it will make a saving of a very considerable Sum in our Revenues 
besides the opportunity it may give you to extending our Possessions and per¬ 
haps gaining an advantage over the Enemy’s Army. 

The President having already acquainted you that we have reason to 
expect Admiral Cornish in a few days, as well as given you the particulars of 
the happy Re-establishment of affairs in Bengal, it is needless far us to say 
more tnan to congratulate you thereupon. 


Poet S*‘ George, 
1760. 


We are with greatest Esteem, 

Sir, 

Your Most Obedient humble Servants, 
GEORGE PIGOT, &'Council. 


Monday, 7th Jan"^ 1760. 

At a Consultation, Peesent : 

Geoegb Pigot, Esq*., Gov^, President. 
John Smith. 


Charles Bourchieb. 

Henry Vinsittaet. 

Samuel Ardlby. 

Chaeles Tueneb. 

M' Dawsonne Drake Absent, 

M* Fairfield Indisposed. 

The two following Letters from Colonel Coote, Commanding the Aimy in the [Field Read 
Gentlemen— 

I had the honor to your Letter of 31** Deo* with the copy of Cap* Smith’s 
Letter from Colonel Coote Commanding the Letter from Trichenopoly. It gives me 
Army in the Field. ^ great pleasure that the former intelligence 

I sent you relative to the affairs there are confirmed by him. I do not think 
it necessary to remove the sick from Wondiwash to ChangJeput, as they are 
daily recovering and consequently strengthening the Garrison. I shall send 
there this day from the Army 10 Lascars. As soon as Ennis Cawn with his 
Body of Morattas join the French, Colonel Murphy goes against Wondiwash 
and is ^ oommand that Siege. 1 sent a Hussar yesterday with a Letter to M* 
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Lally, and in his answer to me, one enclosed for Mr. Pigot which I now send you. 
The French as well as we remain in the same situation, as when I wrote to you 
last, I have mentioned to Gap* de-Beck your determination about the Hussars 
pay. It is certain that whoever attempts to alter the pay of your Troops acts 
irregularly, but I do not think the Officer who acts by order of his Superior is 
blameable on that account or deserves to suffer which is Gap* deBecks case, 
for he tells me by the method you have taken in ordering the Hussars full pay, 
he loses the little perquisite he bad upon the cloathing. Tou have not been 
pleased to say any thing in regard to the promotion I mentioned in that Gorps, 
Cap* Preston has made an application to me about Ensign Stuart of my Regi¬ 
ment who acts now as Adjutant to your Troops, he has already found the 
great utility he has been of to your Corps: tWefore would be glad he could 
meet with encouragement to go into your Service, provided I had no objection 
which I have not, tho* he would be a great loss to me should any thing hap¬ 
pen to my present Adjutant, but as I come abroad for the Service of the Com¬ 
pany, I look upon every body under me in the same light. Cap* Sherlock 
mentions to me the leave he has from you of sending away the Eilledars family 
they have chose to go to Bessour. I think the sonfought to .be sent to Madrass 
in order to be given up to the Nabob, it may perhaps make his Father more 
ready to pay what he owes him. I beg leave to remind you of letting me 
know the Sum you have offered to Morarow. If you have any Crows feet at 
Madrass, be pleased to send two or three Barrels to Wondiwash. 

I have the honor to be with greatest respect and Esteem, 

Gentlemen, 


China Samobbttm, 

4 “ mo. 


Your Most Obedient and most humble Servant, 

EYRE COOTE. 


To—The Honble the President and Council. 

Gentlemen— 

I have the honor of your Letter the 3'^ Instant and am as diffident of the 

Letter fi-om Colonel Coote in answer to that Morattas as you are tho* I think we have 
wrote him from the Board the 3fd Instant relat- rather a better right tO expect them than 
in.f to the oi)^ations of the Army. as the means of getting them 

are more in our power. I cannot be of opinion that our Situation is the same 
it was last year before the Siege of Madrass, the uncertainty of our affairs at 
that time might have been a good reason for those people not acting in a 
manner that might otherwise have been expected. Ennis Cawn*8 Letter to me 
was in answer to one I Wrote him, whether he returned the 60,000 Rupees or 
not, I cannot conceive is material to me, nor can I think or myself liable to be 
amused by a Story of that kind. As I certainly must imagine you have the 
Company’s Interest at heart I can make no doubt of your readiness in en¬ 
deavouring to draw from the French the Assistance of those or any other 
forces. 1 cannot pretend to say whether ray intelligence in regard to the 
Number of the French is to be depended on, in all probability they are superior 
to us, but I cannot conceive how we can quit this Country without suffering 
the greatest contempt in the Eyes of the French as well as the Country-powers 
indeed we might thro’ the want on provisions in case the Morattas join the 
Enemy should be obliged to go nearer home. I am sorry you have so indifferent 
an opinion of me, as to think me incapable of being a Judge of the post I 
occupy or the parties I send out from time to time to distress the Enemy. 
It w true I cannot command success, but I hope time will give you a better 
opinion of my actions, which I flatter myself, hitherto You had no occasion to 

Beturo of the black Cavalry Mastered. displeased with. I have this day toge- 

ther with the Oommibsarj reviewed and 



Mastered the black Horse. 1 hare cast 123, the remainder as they now stand 
are about 1012. 

1 am with great Esteem and respect, 
Gentlemen,. 

Your most Obedient and most humble Servant, 


China Samopeum, 


EYRE COOTE. 


5“ JaiP 1760. 


The Board cannot but express their Surprize that Colonel Coote should 
construe in so strange a Light the measures offered to his Consideration in our 
Letter of the 81st Ultimo relating to the operations of the Army. The Import¬ 
ance of the Stake which wholly depends on his success is most certainly a suffi¬ 
cient motive for our recommending to him such Cautions as appears to us pru- 

The Sentiments of the Board concerning the <lent and necossary for the Security of our 
operations of the Army again explained to Settlement. As a further Explanation of 
Colonel Coote. gentiments upon this occasion It is 

agreed to acquaint Colonel Coote that what we principally mean to enforce is 
that the Districts covered by the Post he at present occupy s, are by no means 
to be placed in Competition with the Security of Madrass, and to desire he will 
be pleased to be more particular in his opinion of the Situation of the Army 
with Respect to this object, which is always to claim our first and principal 
attention. 


The Board think it will be very proper to have another Officer to the Troop 
of Hussars, as Colonel Coote recommends in his Letter the 28* December and 
It is agreed to desire he will enquire of Captain deBeck whom he may think 
the most proper to recommend upon this occasion out of the Troop. 

With respect to Colonel Coote’s recommendation of Ensign Stewart It is 
agreed to acquaint him that we shall not be unmindful of his Diligence in 
Disciplining our Troops, and shall take an opportunity of providing for him if 
he is desirous of entering into the Company’s Service. 

The Representation of Eccles Cawn, mentioned in Colonel Coote’s Letter of 
the 4* Instant entered in the diary of the 6* sets forth the Circumstances 
that induced him to leave Abdul Vabab Cawn whom be served some time as a 
principal Officer, and that he is now desirous of being employed in the Com¬ 
pany’s Service. 

The Board have no particular objection to Eccles Cawn, and think it neces- 

Bepregentation of Icoles Cawn formerly in the sary upOU thiS OcOasion, Only to mention 
Service of Abdni Vahab Cawn. to Ooloncl Coote that as all Chiefs in this 

Country and all the Officers belonging to them are but time-servers, and have 
no lasting attachment to one Nation more than another, the best way to deal 
with them is to avail ourselves as far as we can for their present Services with¬ 
out putting it in their power to do us any prejudice. 


GEORGE HGOT 
JOHN SMITH 
HENRY VANSITTART 
CHARLES TURNER 


276 F. D. 
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* * • • 

Thursday 10*** Jan'^. 

At a Constjlation, Present. 

George Pigot, Esq* Gov% President, 

John Smith. 

Dawsonne Dra.he. 

Charles Bourchier. 

Henry Vansittart. 

Samuel Arulet. 

Charles Turner. 

M' Fairfield Indisposed. 

Early this morning came in the following Letter from Colonel Coote Commanding the 
Army in the Field. 

To—The Hon’ble the President and Council. 

Gentlemen— 

I have the honor of your Letter of the 6*** Instant. I have the vanity 

Letter from Colonel Coote Commanding the JO think, if the same Confidence had 
Army in the Field. been placed m me a month ago, which 

you now pleased to do there would be but few French out of the bounds of 
Pondichery and the expense not near so great as it now must be in endeavour¬ 
ing to keep our own Country. In my last to you, I mentioned crossing the 
River but as I find we are already in want of provisions, I fear going the other 
side of the water would only and to our distress, particularly as the Morattas 
have now joined the French, who I am very sure will not be got off for the 
quarter of the expence, that they might have been taken into our service some 
little time ago, and. the Army then not distress’d or the Country plundered. I 

have wrote this day to Ennis Cawn for a 
Upon the subject of the Morattas. Passport for the Vakeel you have sent 

me, & M' Broyer who I shall send with him. They will have power from me 
to make the best bargain they can, for certainly it will be much better to buy 
them off than suffer the country to be plundered in the horrible manner it is 
likely to be, besides the vast expence the Army is now to the Company, without 
a prospect of its being, of service to them I must do myselE thus far the justice 
to say that no man has their interest at heart more than I have. Perhaps the 
junction of these forces may draw Lally out to action, which I am determined 
not to refuse, on the contrary will attack him the very first opportunity he 
gives me. The President has been so kind as to acquaint me with our Success 
at Bengal. I wish it may appear at home in the same light that it does to us 
here. This Morning came off to us six of the enemy’s Hussars with their 
Horses, which I have taken into the Service and have reason to believe the rest 
will follow their example. You have not been pleased to answer that paragraph 
of my letter to you relative to the making more officers in that body which is 
absolutely necessary, as they now increase besides the encouragement it will 
give to those already with us. I send you a proposal now on foot between us 
and the Arabian Horse and Sepoys in the French Service. The Commandant 
of Seapoys viz‘ Jemal Saib Buvonsin and Meere Mahomed have informed me of 
their having no Commissions as such therefore beg you will order them to be 
made out and sent to me. The two latter have applyed to me for an Allowance 
of thirty Rupees month which they say is usually given to keep them a 
Palank^n, I think that Kisnarow who commands a party of the Nabob’s 
Horse to the Southward should be ordered to plunder about Pondichery. 

China Samodrum, I am with great respect and esteem, 

Sth January 1760. Gentlemen, 

Your Most Obedient and most humble Servant, 

EYBE COOTE. 
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Proposals between the Commander of the Arabians in the French Service 

Proposals of the Arabian Sepoys in the French mid Golonel Coote. 

SerWoe. 


500 Horse to have the same pay with those in the English Service. 

^ month each Rs. 1,000 
. 1,20U 
. 3,200 
. 8,200 
. 2,000 
. 16,000 


The 2 Commandants to be allowed Rs. 500 

8 Subadars.150 

40 Jemmidars ...... 80 

80 Havildars ...... 40 

80 Naigs ....... 25 

1,000 Arabian Seapoys .... 16 


Rs. 26,600 


If the above mentioned Seapoys are not Arabians, they are to be allowed hut 11 Rupees 
^ month, 

N.B.—l do not agree to the Allowance of the Commandants. 


EYRI2 COOTE. 


To avoid as much possible entering into any fruitless Discussions at this 

Purport of a Letter to Colonel Coote on the Juncture which CanUOt but haVe au 111 
subject of the Morattas. Tendency, the Board think it necessary 

'only to say in Reply to Colonel Coote on the subject of the Morattas, that as 
circumstance.s have fallen out, all we can do will be to use our Endeavours to 
withdraw them from the Enemy, and to elfect which we have already given 
him full Powers. 

Ennis Cawn in his Letter to the President enter’d in the Country corre- 

Letter from Ennis Cawn the Moratta Chief to spoudeuce hi O. 8 Sets forth that altho 
the President. part of his Troops have already joined the 

French he shall find means to withdraw them and come over to us after the 
Terms are settled. 


Agreed that a Latter we wrote in answer to Ennis Cawn the Moratta Chief 
. T. referring him to Colonel Coote for con- 

liBttor from iibB PrGSidBiit to Ennis Lftwn. i -t • rp i u i 

eluding a Treaty or Friendship, in the 
Execution of which no time should be lost as Our Army is in readiness to 
attack the Enemy upon his Junction. 


Concerning what Colonel Coote mentions with respect to the Corn- 

Order couceming the Commissions for the mandauts’ of the Company’s Seapoj's the 
Subadars in the Company’s Service. Board are of Opinion tliat not Only the 

Commandants, but each Subadars in future should have a Commission signed by 
the President, and for this purpose Ordered that Captain Stephen Smith be 
directed to transmit to us a List of all the Subadars as well Supernumeraries 
as those in the Companies.specifying their Cast when Entertained and upon 
what Occasion they were made Subadars. 


By a Return of Seapoys in Camp the Out-Garrisons and at Madrass for the 
T,e c fu- c .mn and Madrass Month of December transmitted by Cap- 

Eetum of Seapoys of the tamp ana maaiass 

Department tain Smith, the Number Oflacers included 

is 6281 which exceeds the Establishment of six Battalions settled in Consulta¬ 
tion 7*” Dec^ last by seventy one but this excess is owing only to the great 
number of Supernumerary Officers. Ordered therefore that Captain Smith be 
. ^ . * o* „ 1 ,.. directed to take the Supernumerary 

levS to the Establishment of the Regulations. Officers out of the Rolls, and put them 

upon separate Lists, and then to level the Companies according to the Establish¬ 
ment. 


Sent the following Letter to Colonel Coote, Commanding the Army in the 
Field conformably to the Resobitions of this days Consultation. 
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Tu— £trs Coots Esqr. 

Commander-io-Chief of the Land Forces on the Coast. 

SlE— 

We have before us your favour of the S*"*. To answer the Remarks you are 
Letter to Colonel Coote Comminaiidiog the pleased to make would ouly lay a fouuda** 
Army in the Field. Jqj Disputes Very improper at this 

Juncture. You know that we sent an Agent two months ago to Morarow to 
treat for his Troops to join our Army, and we wish as well as you, that they 
had come in time. As it is, we must use our best Endeavours. Inclosed is an 
answer tb Ennis Cawn, and his Divan with copies for your perusal you will try 
to forward them safely to him and we think it will he prudent to defer commit¬ 
ting any Hostilities against them further than may he necessary for the Defence 
of our own Districts untill you see the effect of your Negotiation. 

By a Letter from Cap* Joseph Smith of the 29“* December we are advised 
that another Supply of Ammunition under Escort of 600 Seapoys, and 45 
Europeans was arrived at Outatoor* in their way to Syringam. Captain Smith 
has posted a Detachment at Samoyaveram in order to prevent if possible the 
arrival of this Convoy at Syringham while Kishenraw makes Incursions between 
Outatoor* and Pondichery. 

We think it very proper that not only the Commandants of our Seapoys, 
but every Subadar should have a Commission signed by the President and we 
now write to Cap* Smith to send us a List according to a Form we have trans¬ 
mitted to him. It was a custom before the new Regulation of the Seapoys to 
allow the Subadars 30 Rupees a Month for a Palankeen, but that must now he 
discontinued as there is a very handsome Provision made for them by the said 
Regulation. 

We are with great Esteem, 

Sis, 

Your most Obedient humble Servants, 

Fort St. George ) GEORGE PIGOT, COUNCIL. 

JO'* Jan^. S 


12tli January. Received two Letters from Colonel Coote Commanding the Army in the 
Field as follows. 

To—The Hon’ble the President and Council. 

Gentlemen— 


Yesterday morning Ennis Cawn joined M* Lally with 6000 Morattas and 


Letter from Colonel Coote Commanding the 
Army in the Field. 

Ennis Cawn the Moratta Chief joins the 
French Army at Arcot with the remainder of his 
Troops. 


Seapoys 3 p® of Cannon and near 100 
Europeans and Topasses. In the afternoon 
Lally marched a body of European 
Cavalry across the river, our advanced 


posts at Timmery drove them hack. I marched down Our Cavalry and we can- 
Upon which the French army is set in Mo* nonadod each other for some time. This 


day the whole French Army decamped 
and marched. They now lay along the river from Multivaddy to Puddipaddy. 
I crossed the river with all the Cavalry this morning at Sbahermalour and if 
I can he a judge of men I could not have seen less than 10,000 black Troops, 
I have this night sent all the Tents and Baggage to Cauveripauk and we shall 
lay upon our arms in the same post we have been in for some time. I am 
informed that 3000 Morattas are to go this night or to-morrow morning and lay 
between Conjeveram and Madrass. 1 am in great apprehensions about the 
money for the Army. 1 sent an Officer and 160 Horse for it yesterday from 
Changleput having been informed by the Officer Commanding that Garrison 
that the money waited there for my orders. 1 have dispatched three 


* Outatoor also spelt as Utatoor. The spelling here is as in the originals here. See also Orm’s Hindns- 
tani,’* pp. 398, 536, 538, &c. 


C. B. V.,-27-7-93. 
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expresses to him this day about it. I doubt much if it will be in my power to 
draw off any forces from the French, as their Army is now so numerous, and 
the black people think they have a greater prospect of Success than we have. 

1 am with great respect and Esteem, 

Gentlemen, 

Your most Obedient and humble Servant 

China Samodbtjm, EYB.E OOOTE. 

5“ 1760, 

N. jS.—4 Men deserted from us last night, 2 Dutch and 2 French. I 
should not be surprized if all the French deserted us at this Time. 


To—^The Hon'bld the President and Council. 

Gentlemen,— 

I acquainted you Yesterday with the motions of the Army as well 

Letter from Colonel Cooto Commanding the ^ “7 Situation, this moming I find 
Arm} in the Field. the Enemy removing. 1 ordered the 

Army to march to this place, and crossed 

The French Army take the Bead of Trevstore. the River myself with mOst part of the 

Cavalry, in order to fall into the Enemy’s rear, and observe their motions. I find 
that they are gone the road of Trevatore with an Intention to proceed to Wondi- 

Onr Horse attacked the Enemy's rear. Siep to that place. Oitt 

Hussars and black Horse picked up M' 
M'. Bossy's Baggage taken. Bussy’s Valet de Chambre, and two camels 

loaded with different kind of Baggage and his Camp Plate. I purchased his Valet 
de Chambre’s Horse from the Hussars who took him, and sent him back to him. 
I wish it was in my power to send him his Baggage with as much ease, but it 
is too large a Sum for m^ to pay to the Captures, he Certainly deserves all the 
politeness we can shew him for his civilities to our People at Vizagapatam, we 
have likewise taken Grenadier of the Indian Battalion, and some of their 
Bizarre Bullocks, 200 of the Enemy’s black Cavalry joined me this day, with 
whom I have been some time tampering. 1 am still in great apprehensions 
about the Money for the Army. I wish it was come, 1 had two Letters to 
day from Ennis Cawn, by which I believe be is trifling with me. I am well 
informed he has taken 60,000 Rupees from the French. I wish he could be 
got off, as I am very certain all their black force would desert upon that occa¬ 
sion as well as many Europeans. I am informed the Enemy have left 200 
Europeans and 400 Seapoys in Arcot. 

I am with great esteem and respect. 
Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient humble Servant, 

Jemmadangum EYRE COOTE. 

10“ Jan^ 1760. 

To which wag immediately dispatched the following answer. 

To— Etsi Coots Esqr 

Commander>in«Chief of the land Forces on the Coast. 

Sib,— 

We have received your favors of the O*** and 10* the last advising of 

Letter to Colonel Coote Commanding the Army the motion of the Enemy’s Army towards 
in the Field. Trevatoze from whence you judge their 

Design is to attack Wondiwash. .If this proves true we think the most proper 
measure for you to take will be to occupy some good post between Wondiwash 

Some Measnret recommended to him relating 8“^ Changleput & from thenoe USe SUCh 
to the dieposition of the Army upon the lata Efforts for interrupting the Enemy in 
Hotiona of the Enemy. ^ ^ Carrying On the Siege as you prudently 

can. In this Disposition you will be id ways between the Enemy’s Army and 

^76 P. D. 



14 


Madrass, which is the point we have above all others to recommend to you,_ and 
which should be an invariable Rule, as no Advantage that may be gain’d is to 
be reckoned an Equivalent for the Risque of this Settlement. It is to be con¬ 
sidered that not only the Possessions on this Coast depend on our maintaining 
ourselves here against all the Efforts of the War, but that we are the Barrier 
also to Bengal, so that if we can only keep the Enemy at Bay here, and secure 
by that means the Commerce of Bengal, the advantage is evidently on our Side. 
We have entered into this detail to make you sensible of the reasons which 
have induced us so often to repeat our Cautions with respect to this settlement. 
In every thing where the consequences of a Disappointment do not endanger 
that, we are very willing you should do your utmost to distress the Enemy. 

It is in consequence of these Reflections that we recommend to you to 
choose some Post between Wondiwash & Changleput, in case of the Enemy's 
attacking the former place. You may then make an Effort if you see an 
Opportunity & though you should meet with some Loss, and not succeed you wiU 
be sure of a Retreat to Changleput. Captain Sherlock, we are pursuaded, will 
make a gallant Defence, and it is as certain that if the Enemy should meet with 
any Difficulty or Check, or the Siege should take them up a few more days than 
they expected, they will not be able to keep the Morattas and other Country 
Forces in their party. It may be well, if you have an Opportunity, to acquaint 
Ennis Oawn that we shall not be able to furnish him sufficiently with money if 
we lose the Fort and Revenues of Wondiwash; that therefore he should join 
us in time to prevent that, and if you find that the thing wanting is an addition 
to the Sum we have offered, we are willing to do what more you may find 
necessary as indeed the Powers already sent you sufficiently authorize. 

The money for the Army not having been sent from Changleput till 
Yesterday, we flatter ourselves it will reach you safely. As Brooke, whom 
he had appointed Paymaster at Wondiwash will not now be able to get in, 
we fear Cap* Sherlock will want a small supply of Money, If so, you may 
possibly contrive to send in a few Pagodas in little Parcels. 

We are with great esteem. 

Sib, 

Foet St. George, Your Most Obedient humble Servants, 

12^ January 1760. GEORGE PIGOT &* Council. 

P. S .—We have received Several Letters for you from Bengal which we 
shall keep with us untill they can be forwarded to you with Security. 

Monday the 14*’* Jan^. 

At a Consultation, Present. 

George Pigot, Esq* Governor, President. 

John Smith. 

Dawsonnb Drake. 

Charles Boubchibr. 

Hbnbt Vansittabt. 

Samuel Abdley. 

Charles Turner. 

M* Fairfield, Indisposed. 

The three following Letters from Colonel Coote, Commandiug the Army in the Field, Bead 
To—^The Hon’ble the President and Conncil. 

Gentlemen— 

I have the honor of your Letters of the 8*** and 9“* Instant, your Sentiments 
Letter from Colonel Coote CommandiDg the iu regard to Eccles Cawn and the different 
Armj in the Field. chiefs of the Country are entirely con- 
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formable to my own, you say that you think another officer is requisite to the 
Hussars but do not mention the promotion of M' Kirker or of making a Quar¬ 
ter Master which is absolutely necessary to all Troops of Cavalry. The two 
people recommended by Cap* de Beck are two Serjeants, who I think very 
proper people for the two posts, notwithstanding they have deserted the French 
Service, indeed he says there are none but himself and one private man in the 
whole Troop but what are deserters. I shall Endeavour to settle the affair be¬ 
tween Captain de Vasserot and him. A Vakeel sent to Ennis Cawn the day before 

Termii on which it is reported the Morattas have yOUrS arrived, retum this day by whom I 
joined the French, find that the agreement he made with the 

French was for 80,000 Rupees month, 55,000 of which he has received. They 
are likewise to give him two Elephants 500 stands of Arms and nine Cannon, 
and two Elephants more when he quits their Service however he says he iswill- 

Ennis Cawn the Moratta Chief offers to come ing tO SCrve US, provided We give him a 
over to us for a Lack of Ks. Month. of ]g,npees ^ month which is a quar¬ 

ter of a Rupee diem for each man more than he is allowed by the French. I 
am informed with what truth you are the best Judges that we might raise 
among the Polygars money enough to buy off the Morattas’, without any ex¬ 
pence to the Company. This is certain that you must loose great part of your 
Revenues by having your Country plundered and on the contrary the French 
must in the same manner suffer should they join us. I have ordered the Va¬ 
keel you sent me to go to Ennis and see what bargain he can make with him 
but 1 cannot venture to send an Officer. I fear the Enemy has taken two 
Companies of Seapoys in Trevatore notwithstanding the orders I gave the 
Officer there to retire to Wondiwash if a body of the Enemy should come 
that way. I wait here at present for the arrival of the money which 
I hope will come to Night, I beg you would order all the recovered 
men to Changleput to remain there till further Orders. I should be glad that 
the Hussar deserters who came last from the French were cloathed, Capt* de 
Beck says he has none, so that I Beg you would order about 20 suits to be sent, 
Cap* Hislop says that there are 1,000 fresh six and 600 twelve pounder tubes 
wanting which be pleased to order as soon as possible to the Army. I in¬ 
formed you Yesterday of the taking of M' Bussy’s Baggage which I have this 
day sent back to him by his Intendant who brought me a letter this Morning. 
He has agreed to pay 800 Pagodas to the Hussar who took it. The Officer at 
Carongoly writes that there are but three Cannon that can be mounted in the 
whole Garrison. 

1 am with great respect and esteem, 
Oeetlembk, 

Your Most Obedient humble Servant, 
Jemmadakottm, EYRE COOTE. 

ii'* Javr> 1760. 


To—The Hon’blethe President and Council. 

Gentlemen— 

About half an hour ago I had a Letter from M' Chisholm advising 
Letter from Colonel Coote Coramsiidiog the Dic that a vory large body of Horse and 
Army in the Field. 5 Company’s of Seapoys with about 50 

Europeans hid come to Chivalamude and that he expend a Visit from 
Tit X. n n • them this Morning. Since which a Hircar 

The French Army appear near ConjeTeram. . • t j -u i e/m t? .. 

has informed me that 500 Europeans are 
in the pettah and the remainder of the Army at Jangolam. 1 am now up on 
my march towards them. 

I am with great respect and Esteem, 
Gentlemen, 

Your Most Obedient humble Servant, 
Jehmadanoum, eyre COOTE. 

u^jan^ireo. 
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To—‘Th® Hon’ble the Preeident and Council. 

Gbntlbmbn,— 

Since I wrote to you last I received a second letter from M' Obis- 

Letter from Colonel Coote Commanding the holm informing me that the £nemy 
Army in the Field. jiad been before his garrison but retired 

upon his firing upon them and marched to a Tope about a mile distance, 1 have 
Intelligence of their leaving some Europeans in Pettah the rest of their Army 
lays at Jangolam their intention is to enter the Town early to-morrow, but as I 
The Enemy’, designs reported to be against shall march from this at 12 o’Clock hope to 
Changiepnt. beforehand with them. I have reinforced 

it with 5 Companies Seapoys. It would be quite necessary to send a good Officer 
or two with all the recovered men what Europeans you can spare and some 
Gunners to Changleput as I have very good intelligence that the Enemy’s 
intentions are against that Place. 

I am with great respect and Esteem, 
Gentlemen, 

Your Most Obedient humble Servant, 
Balchitti CHODLTaT, EYRE COOTE. 

28“ Jafir> 1760. 

A Hircara from Camp came in last night and brings advice that our 
Colonel Coote anWes with the Army at Con- army arrived at Conjevaram early yes- 
jerersm. terday Morning and that the Enemy 

had taken post at Popantangel, a few Miles distant on the other side of the 
River. 

The Board do not think it probable the Enemy have an intention to lay 
Siege to Changleput whilst our Army is so conveniently posted to proceed to its 

Measure. Recommended to Colonel Coote for the Relief, especially^ 88 We find^ by tbe Report 
Belief of Changiepnt in cbm it should be attacked, of OUT Chief Engineer who is Called before 

the Board on this occasion that it is on tbe south front only an attack can be 
carried on, so that our Army would always be able to take post on the north 
side and throw in the necessary Succours. 

Ennis Cawn’s demand of a Lack of Rupees ^ month in case of his coming 
Resolutions in Conwqnence of Ennis Cawn’s de- OVer tO US aS mentioned in Colonel Coote 8 
madd of a Lack of Rupees ^ Month to join ns. Letter of the 11“* is certainly Very exorbi¬ 
tant. If however he could be engaged to join the Army immediately so as to 
give us a prospect of Defeating the Enemy at the distance they now are from 
any Garrison of their own, such a Sum would be well employed, and it is Agreed 
to acquaint Colonel Coote that upon the Consideration of such advantages we 
have no objection to his giving those powers to Govindaraw the Vakeel, for 
treating with the Morati^ 

GEORGE PIGOT. 

JOHN SMITH. 

DAWSONNE DRAKE. 

HENRY VANSITTART. 
CHARLES TORNER. 

Dispatched the following Letters to Coiombl Coots Commanding tiie Army in the 
Field, to John Andbews, Esq' Chief of Maznlipatam and Aduib&l Cobnish in Consequence 
of the Resolutions of this days Consultation. 

To— Etbb Cootb Esq' 

Commsnder-in-Chief of the Land Forces on the Coast. 

SlB, 

We have received your favor of the 11"* and two of the 12"* Instant, and 
Letter to Oelond Coote Commanding the kmj have heard with great Pleasure from our 
u the Field. Hucars of your reaching Conjevenun before 
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the French Army possessed themselves of it. Had they succeeded in this we were 
apprehensive they might have forced you to an action upon their own Terms. 
We cannot better explain to you our Sentiments with regard to your operations 
than we have already done in our Letter of the 12“* Instant. By the account 
our Chief Engineer gives us of Changleput we find it is hardly possible to 
attack it on any side except the South. If they move that way we think you 
should move at the same time and post yourself on the North side of the Fort 
before the Enemy possess themselves of that Post by which the Place will be 
put out of all Danger. We have not an OfiScer in the Garrison that can be 
spared and the few men we have fit for Duty are absolutely necessary to protect 
the Town and its Inhabitants from the alarms of the Morattas. 

If Ennis Cawn can be engag’d to join you immediately so as to give you 
a good Prospect of defeating the Enemy’s Army at the Distance they now are 
from any Garrison of their own, we should think a Lack of Rupees or more 
well laid out and we are very willing you should give such Powers to Govinda- 
raw. In such case money might be raised from the Polygars as our Army 
would be at leisure to march against them and demand it, but they never will 
pay anything without the appearance of a Force near them. 

This afternoon we shall send off a large Escort of Stores for the Army by 
the way of Foonamallee and Trepermadore. The Tubes Captain Hislop desires 
are among these Stores. 

As you recommend the two Serjeants of the Troop of Hussars as men 
worthy for Promotion please to acquaint us with their names when Commis« 
sions shall be made out for them as Comet and Quarter^Master and for M’ 
Kirker as Lieutenant. 

We inclose herewith copies of two Letters from M’ Fletcher, together 
with the Answer we find it necessary to send him in order to discourage such 
Behaviour in our Officers^ we request Sir that you will forward our Letter to 
him with an Officer to take the Command of the Garrison. We think it would 
be proper to order a part of the Europeans from Carongoly to reinforce the 
Garrison of Changleput. Both Places will then be in security against an 
Assault. 

We are with great Esteem, 
Gentlemen, 

Your Most Obedient humble Servantsi 

'Pnii.T St r^ROTinTi! 

Jan^ mo. ’ GEORGE PIGOT &c., COUNCIL. 


Thursday 17th January. 

At a Consultation, Pbbsent. 

Gbobgb Pigot Esq' Oovemor, President. 

John Smith. 

Dawsonne Dbake. 

Chables Boubchieb. 

Henbt Vansittabt. 

Samvel Abvlet. 

Chables Tubneb. 

Mb. Faibfield Indisposed. 

Received since last Consultation the two foUovnng Letters from Colonel Coote Command¬ 
ing the Army in the Field. 

To->The Hon’ble the President and Council. 

Gentlemen,— 

I have not had time before this to acknowledge before this the receipt of your 
Letter from Colonel Coote Ctmunanding the Letter of the 10“* Instant, I cannot help 
Army in the Field. expressing my suiptize at the first Para- 

276 P. D. 
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graph of it. I assure you Gentlemen that nothing can be more foreign to my 
inclination than laying any foundations for disputes with you, as my happiness 
consist in being on the best terms with the Government of any of the Com¬ 
pany’s Settlements I have the honor of serving under; as things have appear¬ 
ed to me from time to time, so I thought it my duty to represent them. I do 
not pretend to infallibility, or a superior knowledge, therefore have always 
thought myself happy in hearing your advice to go by. The Vakeel you sent 
out in order to settle with Ennis Oawn is still here I cannot persuade him to go 
to him till he has his pass, which I have wrote for some time ago. By a mes¬ 
sage 1 had this day from Ennis Cawn 1 find tMs man is not agreeable to 
him, he has wrote me he would join me on the same conditions he mentioned 
some time ago, which was a lack of Rupees Month. The man who brought 
me this letter says, that rice sold Yesterday in their Camp at 22 Sears a Rupee, 
and seven Bullocks at a Rupee. 

The Erench Army marched this morning at 6 0*Clock from Jangolam 
The French Army march towards Trevatore. towards Trcvatorc. Ihc Officer there re- 
The Garrison there retire to Wondiwash. ceived my Orders time euough to cvacuate 

that place and retire to Wondiwash, which seems now to be the object in view, 
but I hope 1 shall be able to disappoint their Schemes there, as well as I have 
had the good luck to do it here. The only difficulty I shall meet with on this 
occasion will be provision, which I shall endeavour to obviate by keeping 
Carongoly and Changleput in my rear, by which means I shall likewise cover 
Madrass. 1 am this moment informed that there are 2,000 Horse detached to 
burn those two villages. Cauveripauk has been plunder’d since I left it. I 
have sent both your letters to Ennis Cawn & his Divan, but theHircaris not as 
yet returned. Since I wrote the above I have had Govindaraw with me, 
who refuses to go without a pass. I have ordered another man to go and see 
how cheap he can get him, he has full powers to treat with him. If we can 
only gain the Morattas over for a Month, I am in hopes it will answer the ex¬ 
pence we shall be at, particularly if the Enemy lays siege to any of our Garri¬ 
sons, tho’ I own it gives me uneasiness to think of being at the expence of pur¬ 
chasing these vile Robbers. 

I am with great respect and Esteem, 
CoNJEVBBAM, Gentlemen, 

17q0‘ Your Most Obedient and most humble Servant, 

EYRE COOTE. 


To—The Hon’ble the President and Council. 

Gentlemen— 

I have the honor of your letter of the 12"’ January. In my last I ac- 
Letter from Colonel Coote Commanding the (juainted you of my intentions in regard 
Army in the Field. to keeping Changleput and Carongoly in 

my rear, which I now find by your Letter you are desirous of indeed I can 
think of no other Method of having the Army supplied with provisions but by 
this means I am already quite sensible of what consequence the Settlement on 
the Coast are, and you may depend that nothing I can think shall be wanting to 
secure them. I am at present easy about W ondiwash, there being a very good 
Garrison in it, and the Commanding Officer having my orders not to give it up 
without my leave, tho* I cannot think of giving that leave without first endea¬ 
vouring to raise the Siege by coming to an Action with the Enemy. I yester¬ 
day aquainted you with my sending another Vakeel to Ennis Cawn, the pur¬ 
port of my Letter was, that I had sent a Vakeel to him with full power to treat 
and that I gave him two days for that purpose after which I would have no 
further correspondence with him that if he still continued with the French he 
should not carry that plunder out of the Country, he had now got without fi<»ht. 

ingforit. I have been very cautious hitherto in taking different Troops that 
have offered their service till T have a certainty whether the Moiat^ will 
join us. Inclosed are copies of two letters from M* Bossy which Captain Sher¬ 
lock intercepted and sent me this morning by which you will p^ceive the 
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disagreement between him and M' Lally. I beg Gentlemen you will not be 
under any apprehensions as our affairs now are upon a very good footing, and 
I think would be much more so should they besiege Wondiwash, which I ex¬ 
pect with great impatience. 

1 am with great Esteem and respect, 
Gentlembn, 

CoNJEVEBAif, Your Most Obedient and most humble Servant, 

Jan’^ 1760. EYRE COOl’E. 


The Intercepted Letters transmitted by Colonel Coote are from M' Bussy 

Father Lavaur and Captain Law at 
Pondioher, speaking in General of the 
discontent that has reigned in their Army since the arrival of the Morattas. 

The Board have wrote so fully to Colonel Coote in their late Letters that 
_ ./.A nothing fresh occurs as necessary at 

reooramend to him to 

have a part of the Europe Gunpowder at Carongoly removed to Changleput 
whilst the Army is so near to keep the Roads open. 

Letter from M'' Charles Floyer Paymaster at Changleput and Carongoly 

Letter from Mr. Charlee Floyer Paymaster at I^ead, accompanied with a large Indent 
Changleput and Carongoly. of Military Stores for the use of Changle- 

Return of Military Stores wantedatChangleput. consequence of the Intelligence 

Lieutenant Beymon the Commandant there had rec^ some days before from 
Colonel Coote of the Enemy’s having a design to attack that Place. 

It being tjie Intention of the Board that Changleput should he provided 
^ - with the means of Defence according to 

in the year 1758, that is with Stores only for the three pounders as by the 
nature of the Works the heavy metal can be of little Utility. Ordered that 
the necessary orders be given on this head to the Military Storekeeper. 


GEORGE PIGOT. 
JOHN SMITH. 
DAWSONNE DRAKE. 
HENRY VAN8ITTART. 
CHARLES TURNER. 


«•«««« 

Monday 21st January. 

At a Consultation, Present. 

Georoe Pigot Esq*- Governor, President, 

John Smith. 

Dawsonne Drake. 

Richard Fairfield. 

Charles Bourchieb. 

Henry Vansittabt. 

Samuel Abdlky. 

Charles Tubneb. 

Received the font following Letters from Colonel Coote Commanding the Army in the 
Field, 

To—The Hon’ble the President and Council. 

Gentlemen— 

Last n^ht I had the honor of your letter of the M***, yesterday I marched to 
Letter from Colond Coote ConunandiDg the Morral, and shall he this night at Cauveri- 
Army in the Field. paiik and tomorrow at Outrcmalour. The 

The French Army invest WondiwasL Enemy havG invested Woudiwash but have 



20 


not as yet erected batteriesy we hear the Guns from the Fort very plain. I a*® 
informed that M* Bossy is with part of the Army at Annakower. As yet I 
have heard nothing from Ennis Oawn. I had yesterday a Vakeel from the 
Arabs. I have given leave to the Brother of him who commands them to come 
to me, in order to settle an Agreement with him for those Troops which I hear 
are very good Soldiers. The Names of the Hussars to be promoted are Leopold 
Kirker Lieutenant, Stephen Kuhn Cornet and Jacob Kurtz Quartermaster. I 
have read the copies of M'^ Fletcher’s Letters and your dismission which I have 
not as yet sent him, a Young Gentleman who is capable of writing such Letters 
to his Superiors is, 1 think % no means fit for the Service. 

I am with great Esteem and regard, 
Gentlemen, 

Your Most obedient and most humble Servant, 

COROMBABAOOEL TOPE, EYRE GOOTE. 

1&* Jafir> 1760, 


To—The Hon''ble the President and Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I am now encamped two miles from Outremalour on the Wbndiwash side, 

Letter from Colonel Coote Commanding the *1^6 Fort this 

Army in the Field. The army now ti^es post at day. Inclosed are Copies of two Letters 
Outremalonr. ^ f gherlock and one from 'Runig 

Cawn. The situation of the Enemy exclusive of what are in the Pettah is 
Disposition of the Enemy's Army before Wondi- thuS, a party at Goshumpollum with 
▼asb. ^ Lally, another at ChombuU Choultry and 

the remainder with M* Bussy, where our Army encamped near Wondiwash. 
The Renters on this side of the River pay no more regard to your orders in 
supplying the Army with Bice than they do mine, we are now in very great 
want. 


I am with great esteem and respect, 
Gentlemen, 

Your Most obedient and moat humble Servant, 

Camp near Outremalour, EYRE COOTE. 

17“ JoTf 1760. 


To—The Hon’ble the President and Council. 

Gentlemen,— 

I remain in the same place I had the honor of writing to you from last. 
Letter from Colonel Coote Commanding the All the French Aimy by my Intelligence 
Army in the Field. are about Wondiwash part of which have 

entrenched themselves in the Pettah. 1 have not had any account of what 
batteries they are raising; they have not as yet a shot at the Fort. 1 am 
gory at my being obliged to repeat so often Ihe distresses we are in for provision. 
Our European ^valry have had no Gram these twenty-four hours. A detzich- 
ment of Horse under the Command of Comet Bullock fell in with about fifty of 
Onr Horse fall in with a par^ of Motatta the Moratta Horso this Moming, Killed 
Kill one and take 12 Prisoners. One and tOOk twelve, the TOSt lUa^ their 



21 


«seape. Major Gordon has just now reported to me, that the men of my 
Regiment I ordered'to join me from Madrass are stopped by your orders. 1 
suppose Gentlemen you had your reasons for doing so, for my part I own I 
cannot conceive them. This day I ordered a General Court Martial to sit upon 
Captain Darke of your Troops, who was confined by Major Brereton for neglect 
of duty, the Gentleman is honourably acquitted. I have sent your dismission 
to M' Fletcher. Lieutenant Stevenson has the command of the Garrison, 
Lieut. Stevenson appointed to Suooeedto the had he not been there, it would not have 
Command of Carongoly. been in my power to have sent an Officer, 

as we have not Officers in your troops to command even the Sub-division, so 
many being Sick, and a great many of the Kings in the same situation, parti¬ 
cularly of Colonel Draper’s regiment. I send you enclosed copy of a Letter I 
received this morning from Captain Sherlock as he was in great want of 
Arrack in the Garrison, I sent some last night, 1 have not as yet heard whether 
he has received it. 

You have been pleased to mention that there were several letters from 
Bengal for me, I should be much obliged to you for them. I have received a 
Letter from Cap* Joseph Smith who mentions that Cap* Eiohard Smith set 
out on the 28th December to take possession of Pitchanda, that when his men 
had got within a few yards of the place, they were discovered, after which with 
great difficulty he brought his Guns into the Choultry opposite the Gate, which 
they burst open, in the mean time Cap* Smith received a dangerous wound 
which obliged him to quit the scene of action. The Command then devolved 
on Lieutenant Horn who behaved very gallantly, and endeavour’d to prevail on 
the Europeans to storm the place, but in vain. The day beginning to break and 
the Officers seeing there was no possibility of succeeding, occasioned by the 
backwardness of the troops, thought it necessary to make timely retreat. They 
had twelve Europeans killed and wounded, the Seapoys suffered very consider¬ 
ably. Cap* Smith was obliged to repass the Colleroon. 

OuTEEMALOUR, I am with great respect and Esteem, 

i8‘* Jati^ 1760. Gentlemen, 

Tour most Obedient and most humble Servant, 

EYRE COOTE. 


To—The Hon’ble the President and Council. 

Gentlemen,— 

I have the honor of your letter of the 17*, you may depend that M' Lally 
Letter from Colonel Coote Comnuinding the Will neither take Wondiwasb, or Changle- 
Army in the Eieii put without meeting with many difficul- 

to. and I do not at all doubt, but be is 
wash. now very sensible of many obstacles his 

present undertaking will be liable to. The Garrison of the former is strong 
and 1 think able to defend itself many days. 1 have an Army ready to engage 
the Enemy whenever I think the defence of that Garrison precarious, it is not 
in my power to say hpw successful! I may be, but 1 think 1 have very good 
prospect of being so. I have hitherto given M' Lally no opportunity of doing 
any thing against me, and am of opinion, he is now in the same scrape, he laid 
for me, as he expected 1 should attack Arcot, upon his leaving it open. He has 
not yet fired a Gun at the Fort, but as I am informed erecting Batteries. It 
would be a glorious thing If 1 could at this time^et off the Morattas. 1 can 
hear nothing of the Vakeel I sent them seven days ago. I am afraid he is cut 
off. 

Inclosed is copy of a Letter I this day received from Cap* Sherlock, by 
, ■ t w V .which you will see the Arrack I sent him. 

•' got safe into the, Gamson~I intend send, 

ing him more to night, according to your desire I have ordered 50 barrels 0 | 
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Europe powder to be sent from Oarongoly to Changleput—I am informed it is 
usual for the Commander-in-Chief to make some trifling present to tlie differ¬ 
ent black people, if it is so, you \dll be so good as to send me what you think 
will be proper on those occasions. 

I am with great Esteem and regard. 
Gentlemen, 

Tour most obedient and most humble Servant, 

EYRE COOTB. 

OUTREMALOUR, 

mo. 


29^ January —Received the two following Letters from Colonel Coote, Commanding the 

Army in the Field. 

To—The Hon’ble the President and Council. 

Gentlemen,— 

By my Intelligence to day and Cap* Sherlock’s letter a- copy of which I 
Letter from Colonel Coote Commanding the have the honor to enclose You, The Enemy 
Army in the Field. Seem determined to carry on the Siege; 

to-morrow 1 suppose they will open their batteries, upon the first notice I have 
of it, I shall march towards them. 1 have been obliged to send for the Renter 
of Salawauk and Outremalour to whom I wrote some time ago to get provisions 
for the Army, he never answered my letter and instead of providing for us, 
sold whatever grain he could to the Dutch and other people and ordered the 
rest to be buried, which is now digging out of the Ground. I have assured him 
he shall remain with me and fast ’every day the Army does, upon which he 
sent me word that he lias ordered Rice to be brought in, this, I hope will con¬ 
vince you, how you are imposed on and the army suffers; you must be 
sensible how necessary it is, that we should at this juncture be supplied. It is 
Extiavagant demand of Ennis Cavn for coming a mOSt critical OUe. The Vakeel I Sent 
over to us. to EudIs Cawn is not returned, he is yet 

with him; this day Ennis Cawn sent two People to me, whose demands were, 
that I should give him one Lack of Rupees as a present, a lack of Rupees, 
Month for the pay of his people, and another whenever We dismissed him to¬ 
gether with 15 Cannon, and 600 Stand of Arms, my answer was that after I 
was beat perhaps I might Comply, but that must be first .the case, therefore 
a,i.»l ..pi, t. B..» c™. bnd^ was to act vigopoasly in order 

to get that done and perhaps in the end 
they would be convinced they were in the wrong in joining the French. I 
have had Intelligence from Pondichery that the Dutch have seen nine Sail of 
Ships off Trincomaley, if so they must be M' Cornish’s Fleet. The French have 
upon this occasion drained Pondichery and all their Garrisons, they have four 
18 pounders and two 24, I wish it was in your power Gentlemen to supply 
your Army from Madrass as they do from Pondichery, as we have a number of 
Sick in different places. Cap* Sherlock is mistaken in r^ard to M' Lally, who 
is not gone away from the Army. 

I am with great esteem and regard. 
Gentlemen, 

Your most obdt. and humble Servant, 
EYRE COOTE. 

Camp near Outremalour, 

^ Jan^ 1760 . 
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Copy of a letter from Cato. Shbblook to Colonbl Coots. 


Sib,— 

1 have had a man all this day in the Fettah and Entrenchments. The 

Letter from Cap* Sherlock Commanding at Enemy will Open a foiir Oun hattcry of 
Wondiwasb to Colonel Coote. 24tb & 18 to-morrow momin^, at the 

comer of the Fettah,‘to the left of the place where yours were. Bussy and 
FuUay are entrenched where your Grenadiers &® were with the greatest part of 
the Europeans. Lally is gone to Fondichery. The Moratta Camp is North 
„ .. ,„ V < w v Bnd Ifewt of us by the Tank, they have 

riwoBu ug j g different sizes with 300 Eu¬ 

ropeans foot and all their Seapoys but a few that are in the Fettah, they burnt 
the village this side the Tank to-day at noon. There is an Entrenchment 
thrown up in the Fettah. If they open their batteries early to-morrow there 
must he a breach before night. I have no reason to think my men will not 
defend it well, you must be the best judge when your presence will be neces¬ 
sary. 


I am with the greatest respect. 


WONMWASH, 


8ib, 


25 '* Jm^ mo, 

8 at night. 


Your most obd‘ Servant, 
RICHARD SHERLOCK. 


To—The Hon’ble the President and Council. 


GENTLBMEN,-r- 

I this day went with all the ‘Cavalry, reconnoitred the Enemy, and saw 
Letter from Cdonel Coote Commanding the their Situation and .the different attacks 
Army in the Field. made on the Gariison, upon which I sent 

and ordered the Army to march to this place, where I receiv^ the inclosed letter. 

« -. 1 , . 1 . » * «i w . 1 - . i. Tomorrow Morning I shril march again 

Moves with the Army toward Wondiwash. . __ ^ . .» , 

in order to secure the Garrison if possible 
from the Enemy which I believe will be by an action. I have done myself the 
honor of writing to you every day for some days past. I hope you have re¬ 
ceived my Letters. 


I have the honor to be with great esteem and respect. 
Gentlemen, 


Ibembebg, 
Jan'* 1760. 


Your most odedient humble Servant, 


EYRE. COOTE. 


Copy of a Letter from Capt. Sherlock to Colonbl Cootb. 


Sib,— 

At 8 this morning they opened their 4 Gun Battery as I mentioned to 

Letter from Cap* Sherlock Commanding at JOU last night, and tho* a SUmrt fire kept 
Wondiwasb to Colonel Coote. up all day uot much mischief done, we 

The Enemy open 4 Gun Battery npon the place, dismounted One of their heavy GuilS, but 

they have replaced it. The outer wall is quite levelled, but the breach above is 
not yet quite practicable. The cavalier of it, is so much damaged, that we can¬ 
not use our 12 pounders, this Evening at 5 a lan>(ebody of European Horse and 
Seapoys '^h 10 Meld pieces marched from Bussy*s ^campment in my view 
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towards Outremaloar road. There are field pieces with every detached party, 
another battery will be opened to*morrow against our comer Bastion that points 
to the southward of the Pettah as they find our brass Cannon do Execution 
there—no Arrack or letter arrived, all the Musquet balls in the Garrison are 
made up that answer for English or Preach. 

. I am, 

Sis, 

Your most obedient Servant, 
RICHARD SHERLOCK. 

23^ January ,—A Hircara came in this morning and Reports that the Army 
News received bj a Hircar of the Enemj’s mOVed from Outrem alour the 21'* and 
Defeat in a General Engagement. , arrived that evening at Elembor, about 

eight miles to the North East of Wondiwash, that they marched from thence 
early the next morning and about 8 o’Clock the Prench Army appeared, that a 
General Action ensued which lasted till 2 in the afternoon, when the Enemy 
were put to the Rout and left us Masters of their whole Camp and Baggage. 

At noon came in a Note from Colonel Coote as follows. 

I have just time to acquaint you that we have beat the Enemy of the 
Field of Battle, M' Bussy & Colonel Murphy taken Prisoners. 

EYRE COOTE. 


Wondiwash, 
Jan'^ mo. 

8 at nighL 


Thursday, January. 

At a Consultation, Present : 

Geobge Pigot, Esq’ Governor, President. 

John Smith. 

Dawsonne Dbake. 

Richabd Paibeield. 

Charles Boubchieb. 

Henry Vansittabt. 

Samuel Abdley. 

Charles Turner. 

Received the following Letter from Coionel Coote Commanding the Army in the Field 
giving an account of the late Victory obtained over the Enemy. 


To—The Hon'ble President and Council. 

Gentlemen,— 

I wrote you with my Pencil a few words from the Field of Battle. 

Letter from Colonel Coote Commanding the ^ cannot as yet give yOU any distinct 
Army in tbe Field. account of the action, but that it was a 

Gmng an Account of the late general action compleat victory. I marched in the mom- 
.rtb tb. E...,, Ilemboie between 

seven^ and eight o’Clock the Enemy’s Cavalry appeared and upon their coming 
up briskly, I ordered our Horse, a few Companies of Seapoys and two pieces of 
Cannon to advance which did a good deal of Execution, after which I inclined 
the Army to the right fm about two miles, still continuing skirmisbing with 
the Enemy, about 10 o’clock we cannonaded, each other very briskly, which 
lasted near an hour, upon seeing the Enemy’s line of infantry marching up, I 
advanced to attack them, and seeing a tumbril with ammunition blow up on 
their left I ordered Colonel Draper’s Regiment to wheel and flank them, on 
which occasion they behaved very gallantly. The Enemy and we continuing 
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Brigadier Bussy, Colonel Murphy and other 
oflBcers taken Prisoners, to whom Colonel Coote has 
given Permission to proceed to Pondiohery on 
Parole. 


to advance the whole time made the action general which lasted till two 

o’clock. The Prisoners we have taken are 
Brigadier-General Bossy (not, wounded) 
Colonel Murphy, Chevalier deGodeville 
Quarter-Master-General. Captain Kear¬ 
ney, Captain Macdonald, Captain Dupuis wounded, and several others of inferior 
Bank, with twentyone Pieces of Cannon. I cannot say the number of Prisoners 
we have taken, by what I saw when I rode over the Pield, I may set down the 
number of their killed near 200. I am informed M'. Lally is wounded, by 
what 1 can find we have had near 800 killed and wounded, as I have not my 
. . „ , , , , ^ returns yet I cannot be exact, among the 

M.;.r is^Major Brereton, who I fea?is in 

a dangerous way. In my next I shall send you an exact return. The best 
account I have of the remnant of Lally’s Army is, thajj they are gone 
towards Pondiohery. I must do justice to the Army in General to say that no 
people behaved better. I have given M' Bussy leave to Pondiohery on his 
Parole, as I shall all the rest if they desire it, we are in very great want of 
Surgeons. 


I have the honor to be with great Esteem and respect, 
Gentlemex, 

WoNDiWASH, Tour most obedient and most humble Servant, 
22^ Jan^ 1760. EYBE COOTE. 


Agreed that a Letter be immediately wrote to Colonel Coote, with the 

The therks of the Board offered to Colonel thanks of the Board foT the great ser- 
Coote and the Army for their Serricee upon this vices he has rendered to the Nation, and 

the Company on this Important occasion, 
and to request he will take an opportunity of making our acknowledgements to 
the Officers and Soldiers for the Zeal and Bravery which they exerted in con¬ 
tributing to so happy an Event. 

The President acquaints the Board that immediately upon hearing the 
Event of the Engagement, he wrote to Colonel Coote desiring that M' Bussy, 
and the other Officers made Prisoners might be sent to Madrass. The Ke- 
putation and character of M' Bussy is so established amongst the Country 
„ „ . , , . „ , Powers that the Report of the Enemy’s 

being deprived of his assistance could not 
but be of infinite Prejudice to their Affairs in all parts of India and it is ob¬ 
served that Captains Kearney and Dupuis are amongst the Officers mentioned 
in Colonel Coote’s Letter whom we appi ehend to be the same Gentlemen that 
were taken, the former at Wondiwash, and the other at Trevatore about three 
months ago and neither of them have yet been exchanged, nor paid for their 
Ransom according to the Terms of the General Cartel. Resolved to mention 
these circumstances to Colonel Coote that in case theErench Gentlemen should 
have left Wondiwash before he receives the Presidents Letter they may be 
summoned to Return upon the Terms of their Parole. 


26*’“ January—Came in the following Letter from Colonel Coote Com¬ 
manding the Army in the Eield. 

To—The Hon’ble the President in Coonoil. 


Gentlemen,— 

I have the honor of your Letter of the 21** and should have done my^lf 

Letter from Colonel Coote Commanding the the pleasure of giving yOU a more distinct 
Army in the Field. account of the battle, hut the hurry I have 

been in ever since prevents me, really the scene is now dreadfull to see such a 
476 F. D. 
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multitude of poor objects, and not in my power to give them the least assistance 
Surgeonii & Hospital necessaiies wanted for for waut of ^every oue necessary requisite 
the care of the wounded men. for an Hospital. I make no doubt upon 

this representation, you will do every thing humanity can direct. If it is 
possible to send Surgeons and proper People from Idadrass to attend the 
wounded here who are very numerous, you may by that means save the lives 
of many gallant men, several of whom have not been dressed since the day of 
action. As I shall be obliged to carry away some Surgeons out of the few, 
numbers must lose their lives. As I have some thoughts of carrying on the 


Porposes laying Siege to Arcot. 


Siege of Arcot immediately, I beg you 


would send all the recovered men from 
Madrass, together will all the rest you can possibly spare to Cauveripauk. I 
send you a return of the Killed and Wounded of the Army. I have not as yet 
got a return of the Artillery and Stores taken, the number of Guns reported to 
me are 21, eight of them brass two of which are six-pounders taken at Wondi- 
wash, and one three-pounder taken from M' Boscawen 11 Tumbrils and a great 
quantity of ammunition. I send you also a list of the French Officers made 
Prisoners, but cannot as yet that of the private men, as we have but this 
morning finished bringing them out of the Field, The nearest computation 

,, I can make of the Enemv’s Loss in Eu- 

report of the Enemy s Lose m the late Action. ^ ^ Wounded their 

Army is now by Chetteput, they carried put of the Field but three small pieces 
of Cannon. The number of the Enemy’s Europeans in the Field were 2500, 
and about 9000 black I’roops. Our Army consisted of 1600 Europeans 3500 
black Troops, 14 pieces of Cannon, and one Hautwitz. The Morattas, I’m told 
are between Arcot and Chetteput. Ennis Cawn I am informed is not with 
his people, however 1 wrote to him yesterday, that tho’ he would not accept 
of the Friendship I had offered yet I was willing to shew him I was desirous 
of serving him, therefore advised him to quit this Country immediately, other¬ 
wise I would give him and his People no quarter wherever I met them. I 
The junction of Ennis Cawn with the Morattas beg yoU will let me kuOW, wbat I mUSt 
render'd unnecessary by the defeat of theEnemy. ^O with the Bill yOU Sent me for the Mo- 

rattas, as (thank God) there is now no occasion for them. Jullep Gazzin beg’d 
I would send him my Cowl, that he might wait upon me, otherwise to give 
him leave to go back to his own Country, and he would do us all the Services 
there in his power. Yesterday morning I sent out a Party of 200 black Horse 
between Alumparva and Pondichery in order to intercept every thing that way 
and plunder the Country. This morning I sent away 600 black Horse and 
20 Europeans under the Command of Cornet Bullock to go between Gingee 
and Pondichery to cut off the communication of the Army with Pondichery. 
The day before the action I sent all the baggage of the Army to Carongoly 
which is not yet come up, when it arrives I shall make a movement to distress 
the Enemy, and cover the Siege I intend carrying on at the same time; I do 
not thinic a moment should be lost in putting Wondiwash in the best state 
of defence. There is a particular Malabar Gun in the Garrison which I should 
be glad to have your permission to send to England as a Curiosity. I forgot 
to mention in my last that the Enemy after retreating from the field, blew up 
a large magazine of Powder at Sambour Choultry and threw a great quantity 
into a Tank. 


I have the honor to be with great esteem and respect, 
Wondiwash, Gentlemen, 

54“ Jan'* 1760. 

Your most obedient & most humble Servant, 

EYEE COOTE. 

By the Return Inclosed in Colonel Coote’s Letter it appears that our Loss 
in the late action is as follows:— 

Ensign Collins of the 79*'‘ Regiment, Ensign Stewart of the 84*” Reg* and 
Return of the Eilkd and woiuaded in the late Ensign Evaus of the Company’s Troops 
*®**®"* Killed, Major Brereton, Captain Enuttal, 
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Lieutenant Brown Esigns West, Halpenny, Thompson, Horler of his Majesty’s 
79th Regiment, Lieutenant Ted, and Erazier, and Ensign Heron of his Majesty’s 
84th Regiment, and Cornet Kuhn of Hussars wounded and 190 Non-Commis¬ 
sioned and private men Killed & wounded. 

The following are the names of the French Officers taken Prisoners. 

° Brigadier Bussv, Colonel Murphv, Le- 

Names of the French Officers taken Pn*oncrB. dcGodeville Quarter-Master- 

General Captains Kearney, Macdonald and Dupuis, Lieut" Lusigneant, St. 
George, Le Chevalier Goepagen, and Le Chevalier Romaine, Ensigns Lallan and 
Prou, & le Chevalier du Poete Lieutenant of Marines. 

An answer to Colonel Coote’s Letter was immediately wrote and despatch'd as follows. 

To— Eyrb Coots Esq*., Commander-in-Chief of the Land forces upon the Coast. 

Sib— 

We have received the favor of your Letter of the 24*, and should be 

Letter to Colonel Coote Commanding the Army Very happy if it Were iu OUr power to give 
in the Field. yon all the assistance that is wanting for 

the care and comfort of the wounded. A large supply of Medicines was sent out 
a few days ago and yesterday another Surgeon went from hence to join you. 

Means recommended to Colonel Coote for the We tmve Ordered as many Cots as possible 
oare of the wounded. f q gent you and would recommend to 

you to sent to Madrassas many of the Wounded as are able to bear the Journey. 
It is however impossible for us to find enough conveniences for the care of our 
own Wounded and the Enemy’s too. The French should send Surgeons and 
necessaries for the care of their own People as is always customary in Europe 
and as Mr Lally would no doubt do if you would be pleased to write to him 
of the necessity there is for it. Orders are given for all the men that are suffi¬ 
ciently recovered to take the Field, to march to Cauveripauk as you desire. 

nidcretionai Powers to Colonel Coote regarding With regard to yout future Operations we 
the operations of the Army. trust with plf*asure to vout owu Judge¬ 

ment what advantage you can most easily gain over the Enemy according to 
the latest Intelligence you have of the disposition they make of their Forces 

Order to the Engineer at Wondiwash to since your late happy Sucoess,. We have 
strengthen the Place. ^ Ordered ouf Chief Engineer to send Direc¬ 

tions to his Assistant at Wondiwash to employ as many Workmen as he can 
procure us carrying on the Works proposed for Strengthening of that Place. 
We agree with you entirely that it will be best that the Morattas return to 
their own Country; In such case you will please to return us the Bill and we 
shall get back tlie money from the Soucar. Inclosed is a Letter which you will 
be pleased to forward to Eunis Cawn we send also a copy for your Perusal. 

I have the honor to he with great esteem, 
Fort St. George, Sir, 

56* JanT* 1760. Your most obedient humble Servants, 

GEORGE PIGOT &c. COUNCIL. 

P. S. —We desire you will accept of the Malabar Gun at Wondiwash. 

The Prince Renry Packet will be dispatched home express with advices of 
our late success and is to sail in 8 or 10 days. 

Monday 28^** Jan'^r. 

¥ 

At a Consultatiok, Present. * 

George Pigot Esq*. Governor, President. 

John Smith. 

Dawsonnb Drake. 

Richard Fairfield. 

Charles Boubchibr. 

Henry Vansittabt. 

Samuel Abdlbt. 

Charles Turner. 

Pre!>ident lays before the Soard the following Letter from Colonel Coote to him 
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To—G bobge Pigot Esq,, 


Sir— 

This morning I had the pleasure of your letter of the 23*^ and am 
T .L I- r. 1 1 /T . X j ^ extremdv sorrv I did not know your sen- 

Letter from Colonel Coote to the President. . . • j x i.u i? u 

The French Army retire to Gingee. timents in regard to the rrencQ Unicers 

Purposes moving with the Army towards Pon- sooner. I have already acQ^uainted you 

with those who are gone to Pondiohery 
on their paroles, and I have partly promised the res’, the same Indulgence 
whenever their wounds will permit them. The French Army are now at 
Gingee. I shall march from this to-morrow and make a movement towards 
Pondichery I beg no delay may be given in sending out the Troops to Cauveri- 
pauk from Madrass, and as many Seapoys as you can possibly spare, as it is 
absolutely necessary to pursue the blow. I imagine by your not answering 
my Letter in regard to Groupe, you would have him continued with the Army, 
therefore have given him the command of one hundred horse, poor Stuart, who 
you had appointed Adjutant is Killed, he is a great loss to your Troops. I 
should be glad you would send two or three Artillerymen to Carongoly to which 
place I have ordered tw'o or three pieces of Cannon. Milton Avould be a 
proper person to be sent here to put the Artillery and Stores in order and to 
have a shed built in the Garrison to preserve the Cannon we have taken which 
amount to 22 pieces ten of wdiich are brass we have also taken between 2 & 
3000 Shot besides Eleven Tumbrils, most of them full of Ammunition which 
we have not as yet had time to examine, we have now 130 French Prisoners 

wounded in the Hospital besides thirty 
l.t. ..lion, »>>'> h?™ 'lifd of tho'f wounds since they 
came in. The French by their own ac¬ 
counts and other Intelligence I have got, have had above 600 men Killed and 
wounded. I am sorry to inform you, that there are but little hopes of Major 
Brereton’s recovery. 


WONDIWASH, 

25 “ JariP 1760. 


1 am, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient and most humble Servant, 


EYRE COOTE. 


Ordered that Ensign Smith with all the men fit for Duty that can possibly 

All the Men fit for Duty that can be spared to OCCasioU of the Gar- 

be sent out to Reinforce the Army. rison do immediately proceed to Cauveii- 

A Condnctor of the Train to go to Wondiwash pauk, as Colonel Coote desires and that 
i,..g,j...th.Ste«. Conductors of the Train be 

sent to Wondiwash to assist in assorting the Stores there. Agreed also to acquaint 
Colonel Coote that we think such of the Guns, Tumbrils taken from the 
Enemy as are not wanted for the Service of the Army, or the out Garrisons 
should be sent to Madrass as opportunities offer when they will be lod<^ 
with more security and under better care. ” 


Letter from Captain Sherlock Read, Congratulating upon the late Victory over the Enemy, 
and advising that he took an opportunity during the action to make a Sally from bu 
(iarrison upon the Besiegers and took possession of four of their Guns and six Europeans 
Prisoners. 

Ordered that a Letter be wrote to Captain Sherlock with the thanks of the 
Letter to Captain Sberlock his good Service Board fof bis Care and Stedfastness in 
dnnng the Siege of Wondiwash acknowledged. persevenng in the Defence of his Garrison 
against the Enemy’s attack. 
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Seoeived the two following Letters from Colonel Coote Co mmanding the Army in the 

Field. 

To—The Hon'ble the President and Council. 

Gentlemen ~ 

I have the honor of your letters of the 24*** & 26***; the hurry of Affairs has 

Letter from Colonel Coote Commnnding the Army put it Out of my pOWer of answering them 

in the Field. till now. I invested this place on the 27“* 

Adnses hie having Invested and taken Chet- g^t Night On the the Army en- 

camped three miles from the Garrison; the 
same ni^ht I raised a hattery for two 24 pounders, and this morning at day-light 
we began to batter the South West Tower of the Fort about 11 o’Olock beginning 

„ „ . , „. , to make a Breach a flag of truce was flung 

out. Le Chevalier Tilly the Commandant 
surrendered with his Garrison Prisoners of War. The number are Officers 4 two 
Serjeants 4 Corporals ten of the Artillery two Marines and thirty six privates 
besides about 200 Seapoys whom I have sent about their business. The wound¬ 
ed in the Hospital 73 whose conditions are really to he pitied the Officers and 
men 1 shall send to Madrass and the w'ounded as soon as they can be removed. 
The Arms found in the Garrison are the best I have seen which I shall give to 
the Seapoys I intend raising as soon- as possible, agreeable to the directions 
you formerly gave, which I have not as yet been able to comply with. I beg 
you will send me out as many Seapoys as you can possibly spare, those 1 shall 
raise I will send you in return as I cannot weaken the Army without prejudic¬ 
ing the Hon*hle Company’s Service. In your Letter of the 24* you mention 

Advises of his having sdmmou'd M'. Bussy end the and the Other Officers, (which 

other officers gone to Pondichery on Parole to repair were twO who Went tO Poudichery) the 

to Madrass. dcsire you had of having them sent to 

Madrass. I wish I had known your Inclinations before, as it would have given 
me great pleasure to have complied with them; however I have since wrote to 
those Gentlemen to repair to Madrass, where 1 shall order all the rest of the Pri¬ 
soners ; Captain Kearney was never taken Prisoner; his Brother was Cap* Dupuis, 
they assure me he has been properly released, but that will soon appear, when 
we have time to examine into it, before I received your Letter I ordered all the 
wounded men to be sent to Madrass that were able to hear the Fatigue of the 
journey, and immediately after the action I wrote to M' Lally to beg he 
would sent Surgeons to assist us, an answer to which Letter 1 have not as yet 
received; whoever has told you that it was customary in Europe for the 
Enemy to send Surgeons and Medicine^ for their wounded, to my Certain 
knowledge has misinformed you. I fear the Fortifications of Wondi- 
wash will go on but very slowly, if proper People are not sent from 

Madrass for that purpose. I need not 

Lieut. Stevenson from Carongoly ordered to Won- represent to VOU the COnSeOUence of 
diwash to Superintend the Fortifications. , * . .. . r • ai. tti 

having it put in proper repair, the En- 

Lieut. Deyman appointed to the Command of Ca- gipeer there M' Cotsford is ill and has my 

*®“*“*^' leave to go to Madrass I have ordered 

Lieutenant Stevenson in his room, and Lieut. Deyman to Carongoly. The want of 
Eng ineers has made it necessary for me to appoint Ens^n MacMahon of your 

Lieut. Strahau appointed Inspector of the Hog- TrOOpS tO act aS SUCh for the time hemg. 

pitaiatwondiwagh. I ordered Lieut. Strahan to Act for 

the time being as Inspector of the Hospital of Wondiwash, which I imagine 
will not be for more than a month. I told him he would have lOs. day 
allowed him for his trouble, to both which I hope you will have no objection. 
The last account I had of the Morattas was, that they were marched from Arcot 
in their way home. I have sent your Letter to Ennis Cawn as you desired. 

„ . ■ Inclosed is the Bill you sent me for 

^ 60,000 Bnpees ; I shall march to-morrow 

towards Arcot. It will he impossible for me to have my despatches ready by the 
time you mention the Prince Kenry Packet is to sail, without neglecting the 
puhlick Service, therefore beg you would detain her, till I am little settled at 
Arcot, and have time to get them ready as it is absolutely necessary to send 

CSai|^. Vaggerot detached with gome Hone towards them by this conveyance. I Send yOU 

Pondichery. cnclosed copy of a Letter I received from 

the Baron Vasserot, who 1 detached after the battle towards Pondichery with 
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1000 black Horse, 40 European Horse, and three Company’s of Seapoys, 
Should we have the good fortune to take Arcot I heg leave to recommend 
the Buxey who has behaved extremely well since I have had the Command of 
the Army. You mention in your Letter of the 24‘'‘ of the increase of Hos¬ 
pitals and the expence of them. I believe Gentlemen you have not considered 
the marching and countermarching I have had in this Country, and the few 
conveniences we have had for the removal of our Sick so few, that I have not 
had it in my power, to remove the Hospital of Cauveripauk to Conjeveram 
and when you are pleased to be rightly informed, you will find that it is no 
part of my duty but the business of a Surgeon-General or whoever you please 
to nopiinate who is to direct and manage them. 

1 am with great Esteem and Eespect, 

Chetteptjt, Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient & Most humble Servant, 

29*^ Jan<y 1760, EYRE COOTE. 


To—The Hon'ble the President and Council. 

Gentlemen,— 

1 sometime ago reinforced Cap*- Wood and at the same time gave him 

Letter from Colonel Coote commanding the Army OrderS tO lUVCSt ArCOt. InclOSedis a COpy 

in the Fieid. of g, Letter wMch I just now received from 

him. The Party he talks of that is gone towards Arny I had yesterday an 
account of and Detached Cap^- Smith with a Party of Horse and Seapoys to 
intercept them. 1 am informed they have thirteen field pieces with them, 
and that they only consist of 60 Europeans. I hope he will give a good account 
of them. I shall want from Madrass about 200 Shells for the Howitz when I 

collect together aU our Stores at Arcot, I 
shall be a judge what more Stores I shall 
want, which I will send Bullocks for. I have left Cap*- Ayrey at Chetteput 
with 20 Europemis, two Companies of Seapoys, and a Seapoy Officer; I have as 
yet had no account of the stores in the Garrison, not having time to get one 

Major Brercton die. of hi. wound. ^Way. I propOSe being at 

Atcot to-morrow night, the Army will 
follow. I am sorry to acquaint you of the death of Major Brereton, Lieutenant 
Brown of the same Regiment is dead of his wounds. M' Lally has sent two 
Surgeons to Wondiwash, I have not as yet heard from M** Bussy. 


Cap^ Ayrej left in tbe Command of Chetteput. 


I am with Respect and Esteem, 
Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient and most humble Servant, 

EYEE COOTE. 


Gamp at Collabet, 
Jatfif 1760, 
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4*"* February. Received the two following Letters from Colonel Ooote, 
Commanding the Army in the Field. 

To—The Hoa’ble the President and Council. 

Gentlemen,— 

The Party I informed you of yesterday turn out as hy Captain 

Letter from Colonel Coote Commanding tbe Army Smith’s liOtter tO me tO he nO more than 10 

in the Field. Europeans 5 Seapoys and 2 favourite field 

pieces of M’ Lally all which he has taken. Inclosed-is Copy of Intelligence I 
A Party of 10 Bnropeane and 2 Reid pieces from this day received from Pondichery. As 
Arcot intercepted. to the Dutch joining the French it is 

no more than what I expected, and indeed what in my own private Sentiments 
I think they have a right to. I have wrote twice to Cap* Smith at Trichenopoly, 
one of my Letters the day after the Battle, as I had a notion that the French 
woula withdraw their Troops from Syiingam, therefore gave him timely notice. 
Whatever Seapoys or other Troops you can spare should immediately he sent 
to Carongoly, to which place I shall send Captain Preston with 200 black 
Horse. The continual scene of Service and the garrisoning the different places 
. V we have .taken weaken the Army so much 

RecommendsAcgmentmgtheNumberofSespoys. method is taken of 

raising more Seapoys I shall be greatly distressed. I expect Arcot may hold 
out nine or ten days with the garrison in it, and should I be so lucky as to take 
it I tliinic the best thing I can do will he to destroy the works of Cauveripauk. 

I hope before this you have sent out proper people to put Wondiwash in 
a state of defence, surely no time should he lost in doing it. Inclosed is a 
Copy of the return of Guns, Ammunition &® taken at the battle of Wondiwash 
the 22“^ January 1760. 

I am. with great respect & Esteem, 
Gentlemen, 

Tour most Obedient & most humble Servant, 

Camp neae Abnt EYRE COOTE. 

3J** Jatf* 1760. 


To—The Hon’ble the President and Council. 

Gentlemen,— 

1 have the honor of your Letters dated the 29*’' and 31** CTltimo, as to the 

Letter from Colonel Coote Commen^ng the Army GunS Tumhrils &® taken at the battle 
in the Field. of Wondiwash, it would not have been 

in my power to have transported them from thence to Madrass had I 
ever so great ah Inclination, as all the Bullocks I can procure are hardly 
sufficient to transport our heavy Guns, Ammiinition &® from one Siege to 
another, but as soon as those affairs are a little over I shall inspect myself the 
different pieces of Ordnance, and see what should be left at Wondiwash, and 
the rest I will send to Madrass. The two brass Guns 18 pounders taken by 
Cap* Smith I intend sending there immediately in order to have new Carriages 
put to them, and shall with your approbation Keep them for my own Regiment, 
I will send you an exact return of the Troops in the Army and the Out Garrisons 
as soon as 1 can get it made out, and I beg that the Invalids may not be returned 
effective in the returns you send home, pray might not some of them be made 
useful in Out Garrisons. M’ Fletcher is now here and seems very penitent for 
his late Indiscretion. I hope his future behaviour will merit your forgiveness. 
In my Letter of the 29^ last month, I inclosed the Bill for the' 60,000 Rupees 
you were pleased to send me for the Morattas who are gone entirely home. 
The who had the President’s Letter to carry to Innis Cawn is returned 

with it, not being able to overtake them, 1 now send it back to him. Tester* 
309 F. D 
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day I sent to Madrass Capt° de Beauchamp and Mess'” Ohaufour Le Dain and 
Ba«y and the officer, gone to Pondichery Milbon. I shall send away between 30 

make no reply to the Sammons of Colonel Coote to & 40 !FreilCh PnSODCrS tODlOrrOW ; I 

repair to Madras.. my Prisoners to 

go to Pondichery on their paroles. I do not think I have been well treated by 
M' Bussy and the other two Gentlemen*who had my leave to go to Pondichery, 
as they have neither answered my Letter or conformed to the orders I sent 
them. 1 have since the Action entertained in the Honhle Company’s Service 

The Fort of IHmmery attacked & taken the Oar* between 20 & 30 of the Bnemy, whom 
riMB surrender Prisoners of War. j hfld taken Prisoners, I arrived here 

yesterday & the Army this morning, upon my leaving it I gave orders to 
Major Monson to take possession of Timmery Petta, to throw some shells and 
Summons the Garrison which he did, they first wanted the honors of War hut 
upon being refused they surrendered soon after. There were in the Garrison 
21 Europeans 60 Seapoys, five Guns & some new cloathing, as soon as I can 
. . . get an exact return will transmit it to 

you. I am now erecting Batteries and 
hope to have in two days one 24, one 20, and six 18 pounders playing on the 
Port. The Garrison throw large Stones and Shells at us, sometimes fire 32 
pounders but have done us no mischief. Inclosed is a Copy of the return of 
Guns and Stores in Ghetteput, As our French Company is increasing daily, and 
1 want to save our people as much as I can by their means, 1 have formed the 
following Scheme which is to make the best of their Serjeants and Officers and 
to pick out fifty Men who I intend calling Volunteers and who are always to 
be ready upon any particular attack where I may expect to lose Men. 

I am with the greatest Eespect and Esteem, 
Gentlemen, 

Your most Obedient and most humble Servant, 


Arcot Village 
5“ Feby 1760. 


EYRE COOTE. 


5ti> February. Sent the following Letter to Colonel Coote, Commanding the Army before 
Arcot in Answer to the two last received from him, dated the January and 2^ Instant:— 
To Etb£ Coote Esq., 

Coiiimander-in-CAief of tie Land Forces upon the Coast. 

Sir,— 

We have received your favors of the 31’* January and 2^ February. 
You recommend in general Terms the enlisting of more Seapoys; we beg the 
favor of you to give us your Opinion what Number may be necessary for 
the Service of the Army and the several Garrisons that we may then give 
Directions to the proper Officers to raise and Compleat them according to the 
Establishment and to take the Opportunity of providing for the Supernumerary 
Subadars, Jemadars . In this Computation we are persuaded you will 
consider of all prudent means of making the Expence as light as possible to 

Method proposed to Col. Coote for Maintiuning; the the Company, it SeemS^ tO US that while 
Number of Seapoys necessary for the Service of the OUr Army is in the Field a great part of 
Army and the several Garrisons. SeapoyS may be drafted OUt of the 

several Garrisons, whose Security will depend upon the Protection of the Army, 
we mean by this that there should not be kept up at the same time a Compleat 
body of Seapoys for the Army and the full Complement of the several Garri* 
sons, but that the whole should be contained in one Calculate—For example 
suppose the Number of Seapoys for Madrass, the Camp and the Out Garrisons; 
to be five thousand. Of which to be with the Army when in the Field three 
thousand, and in Madrass and the other Garrisons two thousand (for each place 
a certain Number in proportion to their several occasions) When the Army is 
in Cantonments the whole five thousand to be divided among' the Garrisons in 
the same proportion—After this manner we request you will form a calculation 
for our Guidance. 

Captain Preston advices us of his Arrival at Carongoly having your Orders 
to defend that Place in ease it should be attack'd, but that he is to expect all 
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the means from hence, accordingly he has wrote to us for a Beinforcement.of 
Europeans and Seapoys more than we can possibly supply him, for it is with 
Difficulty we can furnish a proper Guard for, the French.Prisoners as we have 

already had the honor to to acqumnt you in our Letter of the-January. But 

receiving information that the French Army was advanced as far as Treper- 

The bare state of the Garrison of Madrass re- macoil a place about 24i mileS frOm W Ondl~ 
presented to Col. Coote. wash, and no further from Oarongoly we 

have ordered Captain Pascal to send some Gunners and Seapoys from Changle- 
put to Oarongoly and notwithstanding the occasion we have here for all the 
Men in Garrison we have ordered out 43 Military 7 Artillery and two Com¬ 
panies of Seapoys to reinforce Changleput. What more may be necessary for 
the Defence of any of those Places must depend entirely on the Army, as we 
Cannot by any means venture to make any further Detachments from hence. 

We think your Scheme for employing a select Picquet of the French 
Company upon particular Occasions, a very good one, and desire you will please 
to acquaint us whom you intend for their Officer. 

Among tl»e French Officers you have sent to Madrass M'. Erancoul proves 
to be one of those taken at Mazulipatam who has never been exchanged nor 
paid for his Ransom, and we understand there were near twenty more of the 
French Officers upon Parole in the late Action, hereupon we have put M5 
Francoul under a Guard, and the Governor has wrote to M^ Lally to demand 
the surrender of all the Officers and Gentlemen that has been released on their 
Parole. Inclosed is a list of their Names. 

Inclosed we send you a Copy of our Orders to Captain Pascal, 

And remain with great Esteem 
Sir, 

Your most obedient humble Servants, 
Foil!' St. George GEORGE PIGOT, &c COUNCIL. 

1760. 


At a Consultation, Present; 

• George Pigot Esq®. Governor, President. 

John Smith. 

Dawsonne Drake 

Richard Faireield. 

Charles Bourchier. 

Henry Vansittart. 

Samuel Ardley. 

Charles Turner. 

The three following Letters from Colonel Coote Commanding the Army 
before Arcot Read:— 

To—The Honble the President and Couacil. 

Gentlemen,— 

I have the honor of your Letter of the 1“ of February, I am very 

Letter from Colonel Coote commanding the happy to find that my Sentiments entirely 
Army in the Field. agree with yours in regard to waiting for 

the Nabob’s Answer in appointing a person to take the Management of 
Arcot. Abdul Alll Cawn has been applying to me about it and of renting 
the Arcot Country, he says he will give as much as any body and seems to 
think he is in some measure entitled to it as being a near relation of the Nabob 
and having his Countenance; at present Rama Linga Pillah is in Possession of 
all the Country I have lately Conquer’d agreable to your former orders—. 
A Deserter Game in last night from Vellour, he belonged to the French Priests 
Company who r^ away from them the night Capt. Wood took possession of 
309 F. D. 
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the Petta, and has heen till yesterday under the proteotion of the Valour Kille- 
dar, who by the very best Intelligence 1 can get was the Chief Man in bringing 
the Morattas into the Country and has assisted the French to the utmost of his 
power; the Enemy fire a good deal, and throw a number of Shells, but has yet 
have done no Mischief. 

lam, 

With great respe'ct and esteem, 
Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient and most humble Servant, 

• Abcot Village, EYRE COOTE. 

3^Feb>. 1760. 


To—The Hon’ble the President and Council. 

Gentlemen,— 

Inclosed is Copy of a Letter I received from M'. Lally last night. 
They have deceived me once, it will be my fault if they do a Second time. 
’ Should I ever meet with those Officers in the Field they will fight with a halter 
about their Necks. I beg you will order all the French Officers in Madras to 
be closely confined, the same orders I shall send to Wondiwash. I have opened 
batteries to-day with only six Guns. An accident having happened to one Yester¬ 
day I beg you will send 2000.Eighteen, and 200 twenty four pound Shot, and 
powder in proportion. I shall send away Bullocks for them to-day, in the 
mean time please to order out immediately as many Bullocks load of both as 
you can proportioning the powder to the Shot ybu send. 1 have seen nothing 
of the Shells you promised to send me, they would be of great use here. 

I am, 

With great respect and Esteem, 
Gentlemen, 

Your most Obedient and most humble Servant, 

Ascot Village, EYRE COOTE. 

Feb*, 1760. 


Copy of a Letter from M*. Lallt to Colonel Coots. 

J’ai recu Monsieur, la lettre que vous m’avez fait L’ honneur de m’ecrie 

Bussy, Qodeville, & Prow par la quelle 
vous sommer ce s trois Officers faites prisonniers & relach^ sur 16s paroles, 
de se rendre aupres de voiis & attendant leur echange ou leur rancon ninsj 

Eefusos to d^ver up Mr. Bussy and the other que le Cartel Conclu cntre nos maitres 
OflBcers on parole but aenda their Hanson, 4, r\ j 

• A • . • respectifs le porte, Comme no us n’avons 

poim d Officers prisonmer a vous. Je vous envoye la rancon stipulee 

ce Cartel pour ces trois prisonniers & jai fait partir pour Sadrass suirant 

^accord fait entre. M'. Pigot & moy un Oommissaire pour traitter la rancon 


^ Tout Officeirs & Soldat est fibre par le Cartel lorsque dans I’Espace de 
quinze jours ou plutot si faire ce peut si on satisfait d son dchange ou prix de 
®a^con;.No^ sommestousdeux responsable de TExecution de cet Article 
cest pourquoi Te reclame lea autres Offiders blesse’s que vous avez prisonniers 
done 3 ai envoye la rancon a Sadrass en attendant que les Commissare respectifs 
d^ deux notions soient convenue de V excddent des fraix faits pour les prison, 
mers pour la partie qui se trouvera redevable pendant Iw Oompaenes quiont 
precedee ce dermer Cartel. r s 'i 

‘ J’ai, 

Phonneur d’etre avec une tres par faite consideration, 

Monsixttb, 

Votre tres humble & tres-obeissant Serviteurs, 

X POSMCHEET. 

Ce 30 Janvier 1760. 
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Of the French OflSoers lately taken at Ghetteput M'. Francoul Lieutenant 
Several of the French Officers on parole reported prOVeS to he One of those made Prisoners 
to have borne Arms in the late Action. at Mazulipatam, who has never been ex¬ 

changed nor paid for his Ransom, and it is affirmed that near twenty others of 
the French Officers upon their Paroles bore Arms in the late Action, this 
unwarrantable Behaviour on the part of the French requires to be examined 
into and satisfaction given before any further Measures can be taken for 
carrying into Execution the Cartel concluded in Europe for the General 
All the Officers remain on Parole to be Sum- Exchange and Ransom of Prisoners, and fOr 
tnoned to repair to Madras. this purpose. It is Agreed that a Letter be 

wrote to M*. Lally with a List of all the French Officers and others on Parole 
amounting to about two hundred and eighty requiring such of them as may be at 
Pondichery or other Place under his Command to repair forthwith to Madrass. 

It is not improbable that M'. Lally has and will conceal from the French 
Officers all that passes relating to them, and the Presidtot acquaints the Board 
that Captain Sombreuil now here on Parole has offered to go to Pondichery to 

Cspt. Sombreuil permitted to go to Pondichery make kuown to the rest of the Officers 
to make known this order to the Several French that they are SUnHHOHed to repair tO 
Gentlemen there on Parole. Madras, and he will engage himself to 

return hither in one month unless M'. LaUy should make hiin Prisoner but 

that not any Violence that can be used 
Engages to return in thespace of one month... towards him shall ever make Mm serve 

without first obtaining oiir Leave—^The Board have no objection to M'. Som- 
breuiPs proceeding to Pondichery upon this Occasion, and it is Agreed that he' 
be furnished with a Copy of the President’s Letter to M'. Lally and of the 
General List of Prisoners on Parole. 


It is to be observed that in the month of Nov', when the Exchange of 
Prisoners was made at Sadrass twenty Nine were delivered up to the French 
more than they had of ours, but M'. Lally has not yet offered to pay the -Ran- 
Seglect of M'. Lally to comply with the Terms som Money ou that account, nor appointed 
of the Cartel settled in Europe. Co.mmissaries foT settling the Accounts of 

the time past according to the Tenor of the Cartel altho’ the same was proposed 
to him in the President’s Letter of the IP’’ December. 


9th February. Received the two following Letters from Colonel Coote, 
Commanding the Army in the Field. 

To— Giobgb Pioot Esq*. 

SlE,— 

There is a letter came to-day from M'. Lally to you with a bag of Pago- 

Letter from Colonel Coote Commanding the das* wMch I SUppOSe is for the ransom 
Army in the Field to the President. of Brigadier General Bussy and the 

other two, who have broke tbeir honor with me. I shall send the ll^n to you 
the first Opportunity who brought it. • I have had the Rope about his Neck 
and threatened to hang him, but shall do it in realty to pretended Men of 
honor If I chance to meet with them. I beg Sir you will .return the Pagodas 
and let M'. Lally know that tho* he is General of the French Army, he has no 
pretensions to.regulate the English. ' 1 own 1 have hardly Philosophy enough 
to have patience when 1 enter upon this Subject, We have had batteries open 
Account of the Frooeedinga of the Army before these two days four or five men are killed 
Arcot. and seven or eight wounded and two of 

our Guns entirely destroyed. I have received this day 200 Shells, but not a 
dust of powder to fill them with; I have sent to-day for an 18 pounder to 
Wondiwash. The Carriages of those taken from the French are so extremely 
bad, that they cannot be removed, so that I wish you would send out a Couple 
from Madras as soon as possible. This day 1 shall send to Carongoly Lieuten- 
nf rnn ^ut Kirkcr Eud Comet Bullock with 20 

Hussars and 600 black Horse to join Capt. 
Preston who have orders frdm me to burn and destroy everything they can 
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about Pondichery, If I am properly supplied with what things I want from 
Madras, It will not be longbefore I am there myself. 

I am* 

Sir, 

Your most humble Servant, 

An COT Village, EYKE OOOTE. 

Feho 1760. 


To—The Hon’ble the PreeideDt and Conncil of Fort St. George. 

Gentlemen,— 

I have the honor of your Letter of the 6th my mentionir^ the Sea- 

Letter from Colonel Coote Commanding the poysj was to have that battalion complet- 
Aimy in the Field. ed wMch you formerly agreed to, and 

which I have not as yet been able to accomplish, 1 have, since I arrived 

Takes umbrage at the Tenor of the Letter >©^6, oompleated two Companies, and have 
wrote him from the Board the dth Instant. given them to the Supernumerary Officers, 

It is very certain that wliile our Army is in the Pield, all Garrisons as well as 
Port St. George depend upon up the good or bad Success of it, yet you yourself 
think it necessary that a Garrison should be kept in the latter, and all those 
Ports which I have taken ; the Commanding Officers have complained from 
time to time of the insufficiency of the Garrisons I have left in them to do the 
duty and protect the Country ; at Wondiwash, there were but four Companies 
and one of only 60 Men, till I reinforced it with four more on account of its 
being threatened with a Siege. These four I have since withdrawn ; at Carourn- 
•goly 2 Companies I have since reinforced that for the same reason at Trevato 

1 Company which I withdraw before the Siege of Wondiwash. At Chetteput 

2 Companies but have since reinforced it with another, At Caujeveram and 
Musslewauk three Companies, two of which I have withdrawn. At Cauveri- 
pauk and Outremalour four Companies 3 of which are withdrawn in order to 
assist, in carrying on the present Siege, and I must now declare that since I have 
taken the field, I have neither grudged my time or labour day or night to 

Complains of not being supplied with the neoes- please you, and to do servico to my Country, 
sary stores for carrying on the Siege of Aroot. but I find it is in Vain, therefore 
intend If I succeed here (which I begin to doubt) to give up the Command 
to those who perhaps will please you better. I sent some time ago for 200 
Shells for the Howitz, which should have been 8 Inch, but your Store Keeper 
has been pleased to send shells for Cohorns without either powder to fill them 
or a sufficiency of Fuzes, nor have I cohorns to throw them, therefore they are 
useless here—Your Commanding Officer at Changleput has sent me two 
eighteen pounders and but forty or fifty shot for them, and his reasons for not 
sending more were, that he was afraid of hurting the Bullocks backs, therefore 
has returned them to me unloaded. Notwithstanding I left three hundred and 
fifty, twenty four pound shot at Wondiwash, which I took in the late Action 
Your Store Keeper there has sent my Bullocks back unloaded, and at the same 
time acquainted me, that there were none of that size in the Garrison. -1 really 
cannot blame him as much as Captain Sherlock who Commands there, thus I am 
situated picking up the Enemy’s Shot to keep-up the appearance of an Attack 
and by good luck jbive found some Duppers of powder which were buried under 
one of the Houses. This will be the last complaint I shall trouble you with. 

I am with great respect and esteem, 
Gentlemen, 

Argot Village,' Your most obedient and most humble Servant, 

7“ FeV 1760 EYRE COOTE. 

Dispatched the following Letter to Colonel Coote Commanding the Army 
in the Field in answer to the two beforegoing received from him. 

To Eyeb Coote, ISsq*, 

Commander-m-Chief of tbe Land Forces on the Coast. 

Sib,— 

We are to acknowledge the Receipt of your favours of the 6th and 7th instant. 

Letter to Colonel Coote, Commanding the The unpleaslng .Style of the last SUppriZO 
Army in the Field in anewer to the two before- US mUCh, We have all the reasOU in the 

going receiyed from him. world to bc satisfied with youT Conduot 
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since you have been in the Command and we always acknowledg’d it. The only 
thing we have to Complain of is your Aptness to take offence without reason and 
to write us with a certain Warmth that is scarcely becoming, and of which you 
do not find an example in any of the Letters we have the honor to write to 
you—By Letter from Captain Smith who has Charge of the Seapoys in Camp, 
dated the 4* January, we were informed that the Six Battalions then in¬ 
tended to be maintained for the Service of the Camp, Madras and the Out 
Garrisons were nearly compleat as you will observe if you will please to call on 
him for a Copy of that letter. In our Answer dated the ll*** we directed 
him to Compleat them forthwith. We concluded therefore from your Recom¬ 
mending the raising more Seapoys in your Letter of the 3r‘ of January, that 
you meant to form one or two more Battalions and in Consequence we de¬ 
sired, as you are the best Judge what Number is requisite for the Camp and 
the Out Garrisons that you would take the Trouble to form a Disposition for 
our Guidance, Instead of complying with our Request you conceive a violent 
Disgust, and this the more unreasonably as we can with Justice say that there 
is nothing you have yet recommended to us as proper to forward the Service 
but has met with our Instant Approbation. Yourself cannot wish more 
earnestly than we do for the Success of all your Undertakings, nor be more 
ready to do every thing to promote it. From the Moment we received your 
Indent for Stores, which was not till the 7“* Instant we have been for¬ 
warding them to you by all sorts of Means tliat we could procure. The 
few Lascars that remained in our Garrison are employed upon this Occasion, 
Two Eighteen Pounder Guns and 4 Carriages and we dosire they may be immediately 
sent to the Army. returned. Two Eighteen Pounder Guns 

and four Carriages were sent off this morning in complyance with your Letter 
of the 6“^ Instant which we received yesterday. This morning the Bullocks 
arrived and will be loaded immediately with the remains of your Indent, We 
shall not fail to enquire into the Complaints you make against our Commandant 
at Changleput, and our Storekeeper at Wondiwash, and if they have neglected 
sending you any thing that they had the means of sending you, we shall shew 
the Resentment they deserve. The mistake about the Shells arose from your 
omitting to mention the size wanted in your first Letter. We have now 
Ordered a Number of eight Inch to be sent out with all possible Expedition— 
we had no reason to imagine that you wanted Powder a« you did not write for 
it when you desired the Shells. It is therefore not reasonable to reproach us 
on that Score. 

We are with the greatest esteem. 

Sir, 

Your most Obedient humble Servants, 

Fort St. George, GEORGE PIGOT &' COUNCIL. 

1760, 

Monday, 11th February. 

At a Consultation, Present. 

George Pigot Esq’-, Governor, President 

John Smith 

Dawsonne Drake 

Richard Faireield 

Charles Bourchieb 

Henry Vansittart 

Samuel Ardley 

Charles Turner 

The following letter from Colonel Coote Commanding the Army in the Field, Read. 

To-^The Hon’ble the Preeident And Council of Fort St. George. 

Gentlemen,— 

We are still with open batteries against the Fort. Yesterday after- 
Letter from Colonel Cools commanding the Army noon 1 heat Chntnode in order to gain 
before Aroot. time and gather up some of the Enemy’s 

SOS F. D. 



38 


Shot, as there were but very few left of ours. Inclosed is Copy of roy Summons, 
and Mr. Hussy’s answer. Our powder being almost expended, was obliged 
„ „ , j V i .. X t to send to the Killedar of Ajny to borrow 

Two Breacnes made but not vet practicable. • a. i 

^ some since wmcn I nave got 60 Barrels 

from Changleput, we have made two breaches tho* not yet practicable, one 
against the South East and the other against the west part of the Garrison. 
Two of our Guns are entirely ruined and others damaged, which we have 
repaired as soon as possible. Last night we had the misfortune to have one of 
the Trenches to the South East breach set on fire by their Shells and fire balls. 
One European was killed and about 10 or 12 wounded, with Ensign Mac* 
. . , T j • ii. a- mahon (who acted as Engineer) and who 

Account 01 OUT Loss during the Siege. o t i. j. 

® ® am afraid is mortally so. I hope to 

night to have the approaches very near the Crest of the Glacis, we have had 
beWeen thirty and forty Europeans killed and wounded since the commence* 
ment of the Siege, however I expect to be in possession of the Eort the day 
after tomorrow should the Officer in it put it to the last extremity, who has 
already convinced me he does not want capacity as a Soldier. 


I am with great respect and Esteem, 
Gentlemen, 

Tour most Obedient humble Servant, 


EYRE COOTE. 

Abcot Village, 
gth Feby. 1760. 


Summons sent by Colonel Coote to the Officer Commanding Port of Arcot, 

The Garrison summoned to surrender. 

SlE,— 

As my humanity prevents me from putting things to the last Extremity, 
and as you Cannot possibly expect any relief, your army being totally routed 
at Wondiwash, from these considerations, 1 therefore in the Name of his 
Britannick Majesty summons you to surrender the Eort of Arcot, 

I am. 

Sir, 

Your most obedient humble Servant, 
EYRE COOTE. 

Aecot Village, 
gth Feby. 1760. 

Reply of the Commanding Officer to Colonel Coote’s Summons. 

Reply of the Officer Commanding in Arcot to the Summons. 

Monsieus, 

L’affaire de Vandavachry n’est pas si malhereuse que vous me Le 
donnez a entendre & je crois qhil est impossible que vous puissiez emporter la 
place H’ioy aLongtemps; Nayant pas encore perdu un seul homme ilnousseroit 
been honteux de nous rendre L’humanite cependant m’ engage a accepter au 
bout de six Jours (sil me nous arrive aucun secours) Les honneurs de la 
Guerre & de vous Livrer le Eort au bout de ce temps Je n’attend que demain 
matin votre reponse jai* appris que vous avezete” legerement Blessd si J'avois 
connu votre quartier sayez persuade que jaurois empechd que 1 on ne tiradessus 
ayant pour vous toul L’estime & la consideration que votre caractere vous attire 

* & Cellane nous emp^bera pas Detre oette nait ournos Gardes & detirer sur vos tiavaux pour en empeche la 

perfection, je me rageleray sur votre reponse. 
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de tout le monde cdst a^es ces sentimans que Jay Thonaeur d’etre Monsieur, 
votre ties humble & tres obeissant Serviteur. 

MILES HUSSEY. 

Du Eoet Dae Calte, 

Le 9 Fevrier 1760. 


Beport by a Hiicar of the sunender of Arcot A. Hircar 3^t Came lU reports that 
the lom Feby. Arcot surrender’d yesterday in the fore¬ 

noon and all the Garrison made prisoners of War. 

• • • • • 

GEORGE PIGOT 
JOHN SMITH 
DAWSONNE DRAKE 
HENRY VANSITTART 
CHARLES TURNER. 


Wednesday, 13*** Peby. 

At a Consultation,Present : 

Geoege Pigot BsQ^, Oovernort President 
John Smith. 

Dawsonne Deane 
Richaeu Paiefield 
Charles Bouechiee 
Henry Vansittaet 
Samuel Aruley 
Charles Turner. 

Received the following Letter from Colonel Coote Commanding the Army 
in the Field. 

Letter from Colonel Coote Commanding the Army in the Field. 

To—The Hon’ble the President and Council Fort St. George. 

Gentlemen,— 

I have the pleasure of acquainting you, that I am now in possession 
of the Fort of Arcot. The Garrison (which Consisted of 11 Officers, 203 

Arcot taken and the garrism surrendered Pri- Europeans & between 2 & 300 Sea- 

soners of War. poys) Surrendered Prisoners of War tliis 

morning. I shall send the Officers & Men as soon as possible to Madras, & 
intend leaving Captain Wood iin the Command who in the present circumstance 
of things is a very proper person being an active and a diligent Officer. I have 
ordered Captain Leigh to begin repairing the two breaches which we made. As 
Four Mortars and Great Guns found in the SOOU aS I have a retum of the GUUS, 

Fort. Stores, &c. in the Garrison will send it 

you. There are 4 very good Mortars and some large Guns in the Fort. I 
have the honour of your letter of the 8th together with a copy of the Presidents 
to Mr. Lally, and your extract to the Court of Directors in regard to my field 
Batta. I am extremely obliged to you for the care you have taken on that 
account, but you wiR he pleased to observe at the same time that, that para¬ 
graph relative to my receiving five Pagodas ^y is entirely a mistake as I 
have not received any money on that account, nor do I intend it by any means, 
I hope to have my Packets ready for Europe by the 13^’’ nothing but the mill- 
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tary service could have occasioned this delay. Rodolph Manchand is the 
Serjeant I mentioned to you to be made an Officer. As I am convinced that 
Mr. Fletcher is sensible of his Error I beg leave to intercede for him, that he 
may be replaced in his former Station. 

I have the honour to be with great respect and Esteem, 

Gentlemen, 

Your most Obedient and most humble Servant, 

Abcot Village, EYRE COOTE. 

10 “ my. 1760. 

It is with the greatest Satisfaction that the Board receive the Confirmation 
of Colonel Coote’s early Success in the Reduction of Arcot, 

« * * • 

GEORGE PIGOT 
JOHN SMITH 
DAWSONNE DRAKE 
HENRY VANSITTART 
CHARLES TURNER. 


Monday, i8th Feb\ 


At a Consultation, Present. 
George Pigot Esq'., Governor, President. 
John Smith. 

Dawsonne Drake. 

Richard Fairfield. 

Charles Bourchieb. 


Henry Vansittart. 


Samuel Ardley. 

Charles Turner. 

The following Letter from Colonel Coote Commanding the Army in the Field, Read 
To—The Hon’ble the President and Council of Fort St. George. 

Gentlemen,— 

As my determined resolution is to carry on the Honble Company’s service to 
Letter from Colonel Coote Commanding the the bost of my Judgement, and UOt to 
Army in the Field. enter into any disputes with those Gentle¬ 

men whom they have been pleased to appoint for the Management of Civil 
Officers, I shall not enter upon the Subjects of your last Letter of the 9*** Since 
the taking of this place I have been extremely busy in settling the garrison, repair- 
several Germans and Hussars Deserters from ing the breaches, clothing yOUT trOOpB and 
the Enemy enter with us. mustering the army. The Germans which 

were a part of Fisher’s Corps have entered into our Service. Twenty seven Troo¬ 
pers and Hussars deserted from the Enemy to Wondiwash, they are now here. 
The Hussars Capt. deBeck has entered. 1 told the Troopers, that I would send 
them to Europe if they pleased or if they wou’d serve us faithfully I would 
take them into the Troop paying for their Horses at the expiration of a twelve- 
month, the latter they have agreed to. The French made a Motion from Gingey 
The French make a motion towards Chetteput to attack Chetteput but finilinp ArOOt haVO 
but retire upon the news of the surrender of Arcot fallen, they retired, and have since carried 

off some heavy Pieces of Cannon from thence to Pondichery I have the pleasure 
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to Acquaint you that Syringam was evacuated on the 6*^. Inclosed is a Copy of 
Capt. Smth’s letter, I am now waiting for the Bullocks I sent to Madras for 
Ammunition, as soon as they Come up I intend marching towards Pondichery, 
tho’ not with any other view, than to distress them by Cutting of provisions 
from that Garrison, as the Forces I have will not allow of anything against it. 
Having reinforced Captain Preston he has now a respectable Command, and I 
dare say will do every thing in his power to distress them there abouts; should it 
be thought advisable to go against the Vellour Killedar, who is certainly our 
Enemy, by bringing the Morattas into the Country And assisting the French 
upon all occasions, we could never have a better opportunity and the reduc* 
tion of his Fort very easily accomplished. Inclosed is an account of Stores 
taken in the Garrison of Arcot. I have ordered Capt. Wood to Send the 13 
Inch Mortar to Madras, as I am informed you have a Number of Shells of that 
Calibre, I have wrote to Capt. Sherlock, that as we shall have a large quainty 
of stores, to let me know what he may want in order for his being supplied 

Garrison to be left in Arcot. and Shall Ord^ Ca^ain Wood 

to do it accordingly. The Garrison I 
intend leaving here, will be Captain Wood’s Company, together with five Com¬ 
panies of Seapoys, one Company of Seapoys at Timmery and one at Cauveripank, 
both places now I should be very glad to see destroyed. 

Since I wrote the above I have the honor of your Letter of the 13**“ by 
^, , „ . , • . which I find, it is agreable to you, that 

Colonel Coote makes excentions to the appoint- i i'll iiX* 

ment of Capt. cheshyre to the Command of Arcot Gapt. Lneshyre should have the Command 
the Arm““ of Ms Fort. I some time ago acquainted 

® Captain Cheshyre that it was not in my 

power to gratify him in his Bequest, but at the same time made bim an offer of 
Wondiwash or Carongoly, M' Pigot also wrote to me upon this head 1 like¬ 
wise answered his Letter to the same purpose, but since I find Gentlemen that 
you think it absolutely necessary Captain Cheshyre should come here, and I, not 
being able to suffer a thing of that kind with any propriety to my own character, 
I therefore in order that your inclinations may be gratified in this respect now 
resign the Command of the Army, and shall, upon your appointing another 
OflBcer to take upon him that heavy task, go to Madras, in order to take the 
first opportunity for Bengal where I find I am wanted. 

I have the honor to be with the greatest respect and submission. 


Arcot Village, 
Feb> 1760. 


Gentlemen, 

Your most Obedient and most humble Servant, 
EYRE COOTE. 


The Board cannot avoid taking notice of the strange Inconsistency that 
appears in the beforegoing Letter from Colonel Coote. In the first part he 
says that he will not enter into disputes with us, and concludes with declaring 
that he cannot suffer our Appointment of a Commandant to Arcot with any 
propriety to his Character. It is very extraordinary that Colonel Coote should 
Opinion of the Boeid upon the Subject of Colonel now doubt of an Authonty he never before 
Coote's Letter. Disputed but even acknowledged, and our 

having approved the Officers he has occasionally left in Charge of the Garrisons 
might naturally be imagined would have had a Contrary Effect upon him. 
The reasons for our Appointment of Captain Cheshyre to the Command of 
Arcot were his not being sufficiently Recovered to bear the Fatigues of the 
Field altho’ he is to do the Duty of a Garrison, and by that means Captain 
Wood might join the Army which Colonel Coote has frequently represented 
to be in want of Officers. 

Colonel Coote’s resolving to resign the Command of the Army in order 
to proceed upon Service to Bengal is again extraordinary the Board being 
clearly of opinion that by giving up the Command of the King’s Troops he 
at the sanifl time resigns all manner of Command in the East Indies, as his 
Commission from the Company Cannot be considered as independent of that 
of his own B^ment. 

With respect to the Operations of the Army We have already communi¬ 
cated to Colonel Coote our opinion of the Plan most expedient to be pur- 

H • TT JA -X ^ _ J.___ A mi. . J. •. A_ - A-.2- TS _ . .1 • t 
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by which means the Enemy will he distressed in many Respects, and our own 
Districts he relieved from the vast Consumption the presence of our Army must 

Purport of a Letter i„ answer to Col. Coote. ?CCasion. To attack Vcllour & loSO tLue 

, m Disputes ^xiih the Polygars would be 
highly imprudent when the Advantages of our late Success give us so favourable 
an opportunity to press upon the bad Circumstances of the Common Enemy. 

Ordered that a Letter to the purport of these Besolutious be wrote and dispatch’d to 
Colonel Coote.— 

****** 

To— Etre Coote Esq' 

Commander>in>Cbief of the Land Forces on the Coast. 

SlE,— 

We have before us your favor dated the IS*** EeV. the last part of which 

Letter to Colonel Coote. Strangely ooudradicts the first. You begin 

with saying that you will not enter into 
any disputes with us, and you conclude with declaring that you cannot suffer 
onr Appointment of a. Commandant to Arcot with any propriety to your own 
Character. We need not take up your time with any Arguments in support 
of our Blight to name Officers to the Command of the Company’s Garrisons. 
You know it well, and have often acknowledged it—Our having approved and 
Confirmed all those you have before left in Charge, ought to have had a quite 
contrary Effect upon you, and to have made you the more ready to agree with 
ns in giving Captain Oheshyre the Command of Arcot. We appointed him 
because we thought him a very proper Person and because Captain Wood will 
by that means be added to the Army which you have often represented to be 
in want of Officers. 

If you think you have the power to resign the Command you now hold, 
the Next Officer to you we daresay will be glad to receive it, we shall therefore 
only tell you that if you determine to do so we are entirely of Opinion that you 
resi^ at the same time all sort of Command in the East Indies; Our regard for 
you induces us to add that we have been assured His Majesty was highly 
displeased with a Step of this Nature taken by Major Chalmers at Bombay. 

We have the honor to be, 

Sib, 

Eoet S"*^' George, Your most Obedient humble Servants, 

m Feb9 1760. GEORGE PIGOT & COUNCIL. 

* • ♦ • 

Thursday, 31'* Feb^. 

At a Consultation, Present : 

George Pigot Esq*., Governor, President. 

John Smith. 

Richard Eairtield. 

Charles Boubchier. 

Henry Vansittart. 

Samuel Ardlet. 

Charles Turner. 

M* Dawsonne Drake, Absent. 

• «««•• 

Sent the following Letter to Colonel Coote Commanding the Army in the Field pur¬ 
suant to the Minutes of this day's Consultation 

To—EyKB Coots Esq' 

Commander-in-Chief of the Land Forces on the Coast. 

Sir,— 

It is now eleven days since the Port of Arcot surrendered, and we can- 

Lettw to Colonel Coote commanding the Army not help expressing OUr great SUrprize 

thatoni Army ia yet lying inactive in 
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that place. The Enemy have not failed to make use of the opportunity this 
delay has given them to collect in Provisions to Pondichery assemble there 
Forces, and otherwise make the necessary preparations for appearing a gaiti in 
the Field. Had you marched to the Back of Pondichery when first we recom¬ 
mended that measure, we are persuaded you would have found the Enemy 
under some Disadvantages which they have now had time to provide against; 
And the longer you delay your march to the Neighbourhood of Pondichery the 
more the Enemy’s Circumstances will improve; we dispatch this therefore pur¬ 
posely to recommend to you to march by the nearest Road to take possession 
of such Post as you shall judge to be the best Calculated for cutting ofE the 
Communication of Pondichery with Gingee and Allumparva, which last place 
should be taken and destroyed if you find it practicable. 

The Expences of the Army are become so immense that it will not be in our 
power to support it long, which is another reason why no time should be lost. 
If the Situation of the Troops are such that our Commissary take a Muster we 
beg you will please to send us a General Return of the Army under your Com¬ 
mand both Europeans and Country Forces. 

We are with Esteem, 

Sl£, 

Foet St. George, Your most Obedient humble Servants, 

Febs 1760. GEORGE PIGOT &« COUNCIL. 


Monday, *0“* Pebr. 

At a Consultation Present : 

George Pigot, Esq» Governor President. 

John Smith. 

Dawsonne Drake. 

Richard Fairfield. 

Charles Bourchiee, 

Henry Vansittaet. 

Samuel Ardley. 

Cheles Turner. 

Pursuant to the Resolutions of last Consultation dispatched the following Letter to Com- 
KEL CoOTB Commanding the Army in the Field. 

To—E tbe Coote, Esq* 

Commander-in-Chief of the Land Forces upon the Coast. 

Sir,— 

We have already had the pleasure to acquaint you of the Arrival of Admiral 

Letter to Colonel Coote comnuuiding the Army in Comish, who is extremely deSirOUS of 

proceeding as expeditiously as possible to 
cruize off Pondichery and co-operate with you in distressing the Enemy; But 
the little refreshment his People have bad since their leaving England having 
made them in general very sickly it is absolutely necessary that they should be 
supplied for sometime with fresh Provisions to prevent the scurvy from taking 
further Effect. The Possession of Allumparva we hope might be of use in this 
Respect which makes us the more desirous of having that place reduced, we 
desired in our former Letters that in case of your succeeding in that Attempt 
the Fortifiications might he demolished, but we think now that it may be expo¬ 
nent to defer doing that untill we see whether it may Answer the End before- 
mentioned. 

F<»T St. George, We remain with great Esteem, 

56“ FeJyy. 1760. Sir, 

Your most Obedient humble Servants, 
GEORGE PIGOT COUNCIL. 



44 


Thursday, ZS*** February. 

At a Consultation, Pbbsent : 

Gboboe Pigot, Esq., Governor, President. 

John Smith. 

Dawsonne Drake. 

Bichabd Eairfieli). 

Charles Bourchier. 

Henry Vansittart. 

Samuel Ardlet. 

Charles Turner. 

Letter from Colonel Coote Commanding the Army in the Field read as follows: 

To—The Hon’ble the President and Council of Fort St. George. 

Gentlemen,— 

I this moment received your letter of the 21®* and would have answered 

Letter from Colonel Coote commanding the Army yOUr last of the 18 before nOW had I 

in the Field. been better able, but this is a letter of 

such consequence, that I think the answering it immediately indispensable, as 
my Character is a good deal called in question upon this occasion, whether or 

Ennumeratea the quick operations of the Army for UO I shall be ^able to justify my Self iu 
some time past in justification of his conduct. yOUr EyCS I will not pretend tO Say, but 

I hope I shall in the Eyes of the world. The Siege of Arcot in the first place 
was a very fatiguing one, we were obliged to carry on approaches in two places 
besides erecting four Batteries. In the Siege there were but very few men in 
the Army who were not employed either by day or night, during which time I 
sent away to Madras 400 Carriage and draught Bullocks for Ammunition, which 
bullocks did not join me till two days before I marched; therefore hadthe Army 
been ever so ready or my inclinations for marching ever so great, I could not have 
been able to do it for want of them. In this space of time I sent a strong Detach¬ 
ment to join Captain Preston at Carongoly, in order to cause a diversion to the 
Southward, and tho’ our Artificers work’d Day and Night to repair the Artillery, 
I was obliged to leave a Howitz behind me, which has since joined me on the 
March, and from the 21®* January to the 21®* of this month the Army under my 
Command has march’d near 200 miles, fought one general Engagement and taken 
three Forts, one of them the Capital of the Province. If this is thought a dila¬ 
tory way of proceeding, I assure you it is beyond my capacity to know how 
to act better, therefore I hope you will impute it to want of Judgement not in¬ 
clination, my not doing more for the good of my Country, and I flatter myself 
that His Majesty who has honor’d me with the Command of a Regiment, and 
the Hon’ble Company who have been pleased to add powers to that Command 
(which powers I have been divested of by my detention here) will not think as 
you seem to do, in your letter of the 18th that upon my quitting the Army here 
and going where I was positively ordered by them, I deserve the indignity you 
are pleased to direct for me, I assure you Gentlemen I should be full as happy 
in giving content here as at home, why I do not, I am at a loss to judge—I 
sent ofl a party of 500 Seapoys and 100 Horse from Arcot under the Command 
of Capt. Smith to Trinomely, in order to take that place, which I was informed 
had but a few Seapoys in it, I yesterday received a Letter from him acquainting 
me that he had taken possession of the Pettah. The Fort had about 200 
Seapoys in it who seem determined to hold out, I therefore yesterday was 

A detachment fiom the Aimy sent against Tri- obliged to detach the Yoluuteersof France 

with two 12 pounders to join him, I ex¬ 
pect by tomorrow to hear of his having possession of the place, as soon as that 
is effected I intend taking post at Tindavanom, which 1 hope will answer your 
present intentions. Ton are pleased to mention the Expence of the Army, it 
is certainly very great, and you Gentlemen are the best Judges whether that 
Expence answers the end of the Conquests which have been made. If the Army 
is to be taken out of the Field on account of my dilatpriness, in my humblp 
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opinion, I think it would be much more to the credit of our nation that I 
should quit the field, rather than it should be called away at this time. I hope 
soon to go to Madras, where I flatter myself, I shall be better able to remove 
those disagreable matters for disputes, uhich must be extremely detrimental to 
the Service, and must take up more of my time than I can give from my 
Military duty. The Commissary has already mustered the Troops, I believe he 
is preparing the Muster Rolls to send you. 

Chettkput, I have the honor to be, 

The i/ 60. Gentlemen, 

Your most Obedient and most humble Servant, 
EYRE COOTE. 


The Board are very sensible of the remarkable success the operations of 
^ T .. the Army have been attended with Since 

‘ Colouel Ooote s having bad the Command, 

and this we have not failed to acknowledge, but at the same time We express 
our Sense of his Services where it is due, ^e cannot on the other hand in duty 
forbear pointing out any Instances that may appear of remissness or Neglect 
in matters of so Important a Nature. It was in these Sentiments We urged 
to him the necessity of his proceeding with all Expedition towards Pondichery 
after the taking of Arcot, instead of laying Inactive there or losing time in 
marching to Velour. With pleasure we observe he now seems in the intention 
to execute the Plan recommended to him, and as nothing can tend more to the 
Detriment of the Service than Divisions that so nearly affect the Public Wel¬ 
fare, it will be the utmost Satisfaction to us if there be no further occasion for 
Discussions of this Nature. A Letter to the above Effect is Ordered to be 
wrote & dispatched to Colonel Ooote. 

Colonel Coote having mentioned in a former Letter that M' Fletcher seems 
Mr. Fletcber rcpisced upon tho Livtof Officers inclined to make amends for hlS late In¬ 
in hi* former Bank. discretion by a carefull and good beha¬ 

viour in future, It is Agreed that he be replaced upon the List of Officers in 
his former Rank. 


Received the following Letter from Colonel Coote, Commanding the Army in the Field. 

To—The Hon’ble the President and Council of Fort St. Oeorge. 

Gentlemen,— 

I have the pleasure to inform you that we are in possession of Trinomelys 

Letter from Colonel Coote Commending the Captain Smith IS On his March tO 30in me, 
Army in the Field. having left One Company of Seapoys in 

Trinomeiy taken. Garrison, which, at any other time 

than this would he rather too few for that place. By a Letter from Captain 
Preston today, he seems to imagine the French have an intention to besiege 
either Oarongoly or Wondiwash; I wish it may be so, tho* I am not all of Ids 
ooinion. There are letters in Camp from Madras which mention Admiral Cor¬ 
nish’s Arrival there to which I give no credit as I have not had the pleasure of 
hearing it from you. Having but two 18 pounders and the Carriages of those 
a good deal disabled by the Siege of Arcot, should I go before Allumparva shall 
want the two you were pleased to meution to have ordered out to me; as I have 
heard nothing of them since, imagine you have detained them at Madras on 
hearing Areot had surrendered. 

I have the honour to be. 

Camp near Dessoob, Gentlemen, 

56“ TeV 1760. Your most Obedient humble Servant, 

^ EYRE COOTE. 

809 F. D. 
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Sent the following Letter to Colonel Coote porsoant to the Besolntion of the Minntes of 
last Consultation. 


To— Etrb CootBj Esq., 

Commander-iu^Chief of the Land Foreet on the Coast. 

We have been favoured with your Letter of the 24* Instant. We are al- 
Letter to Colonel Coote Commanding the Army ^^'3^S ready tO praise than to Condemn, 

in the Field. ^ The success which our Arms have met with 

under your Direction is very remarkable & we have not failed from time to 
time to assure you of our Sense of your Services. With great pleasure we have 
also represented the same to the Court of Directors. On the other hand we 
cannot dispense with telling you wherein we see you err, nor avoid giving you 
our Opinion whenever we think the Interest of the Publick is concerned. The 
long stay of the Army at Arcot we cannot help regarding an occasion of this 
Nature; The Troops might have moved upon such a Service as was then 
requisite (that is the preventing the Enemy from Collecting Provisions from 
the Country) without heavy Cannon or such a Quantity of Stores as may be 
necessary for a Siege. The same Troops which marched towards the Districts 
of Valour might have marched equally towards the Districts of the French. 
We wish Sir that we may have no further cause of Complaint, that all may 
heartily unite in the one object of distressing to the utmost of our Power, our 
National Enemy. We are consulting with Admiral Cornish upon the most 
effectual Means of making the operations by Land & Sea tend mutually to 
strengthen each other, & shall have the honour to transmit you as soon as pos¬ 
sible a Copy of the Plan for your advice and opinion. 

As Lieutenant Fletcher seems to be inclined to make amends for his late 
Indiscretion by a careful and good behaviour in future we have replaced him 
upon our List of Officers in his former Bank. 

And we have likewise directed an Ensign’s Commission to be made out for 
Eodolph Marchand whom you recommend for the Command of the Select 
Picquet of French, to take Rank from the 1“ of next month. 

In your Letter of the 29* January you mention the appointment of Lieute¬ 
nant Strahan to inspect for a short time the Hospital at Wondiwash and that 
you had promised him an Allowance of ten Shillings ^ day for that Service. 
We have directed the said allowance to be paid him for the time he has attended 
to that duty, and have now given orders to our Paymaster at that Place as well 
as at all the other Out Garrisons to visit the Respective Hospitals every week or 
oftener, and report to us when they find any Cause for complaint. By this 
means the Company will save the beforementioned Expence and an Officer will 
be added to the Army. 

Just now we have received your favor of the 26* by which we have the 
pleasure to fi.nd that Trinomely is in our hands. 

When we heard Arcot had surrendered we thought it unnecessary to send 
out the two 18 pounders, indeed our transporting Carriages are so bad we 
know not whether we can send them now—if therefore Wondiwash or Arcot 
can furnish the number you want we should be glad you would take them 
from thence. 


We have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Fort St. George, Your most Obedient humble Servants, 

2r lelF 1760, 


GEORGE PIGOT, &*, Council. 
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Monday, March. 

At a Gonsulation Fbesent: 
Geobgb Piqot, Esq% Governor, President. 
JoBK Smith. 

Dawsonne Dbake. 

Eichabo Faibfield. 

Chables Botjrchibb. 

Hembt Vansittabt. 

Samuel Abdlsy. 

Chables Tubner. 


The following Letter from Colonel Coote Commanding the Army in the Field Read. 

To—The Honble the President and Council of Fort St. Geoi^. 

Gentlemen— 

I had the honour of your Letter of the 24“ PeV the day before 

Letter from Colonel Coote Commanding the yesterday* and Rui extremely glad to hear 
Army in the Field. of the Safe arrival of Admiral Cornish. 

In my last I acquainted you with our having taken Trinomely, in which place 
there were six small pieces of Cannon and 260 Seapoys, which Captain Smith 
was obliged to allow to go out with their Arms, he having repeated orders from 
me not to lose the least time but join me, therefore was obliged to give them 
those Hon’ble Terms, or return without taking the place. He had one Volun¬ 
teer of France, and a Lascar killed, and two or three Seapoys wounded, 
I arrived here yesterday Morning before day light, the Army about 8 o’Clock, 
as soon as it was day I went with the Cavalry and two Companies of Seapoys 
to reconnoitre Permacoil. The Killedar of which place wrote me sometime 
ago, that the French under the Command of Colonel O’Kennely had taken 
possession of his Fort where there had never been any Europeans before, and 
promised me all the Assistance he could, upon my going near the Garrison 
they fired a good many shot at us, soon after a black Man from the Killedar 
came out to me, who informed me, there were 60 Europeans, 30 Coffrees, and 
some Seapoys belonging to the French and some to the Killedar in the 
Garrison; likewise said, that there were three large Cannon brought to the 
Pettah, the day before, two were left at the gate of the Pettab, and one at the 
foot of the Hill going up to the Fort, and promised to shew me the 
Boad leading into the Pettah, upon which I ordered the Cavalry to make 
a movement to the right, while I went in with the two Companies of Sea¬ 
poys, when I came opposite to the Gate I saw some Europeans and Cof- 
xrees on a round Tower guarding the two pieces. Soon after a party of Euro¬ 
peans and Coffrees made a Sortie upon which I ordered Ensign Carty with 
one Company of Seapoys to attack them and endeavor to push into the Pettah, 

The Pettah attacked and taken with two 18 which he accordingly did. After we got 
and two 24 pounders. possession ot the Place, we found two 

very fine 18 pounders mounted upon field Carriages, and going to the foot of 
the Mill I found two 24 pounders, which had likewise been mounted upon Field 
Carriages, to those they sat fire .and spiked up the touch holes, however I hope 
to get them off. During this time and ever since we have been there M' 

O’Kennely has fired very warmly both 
The Forts diflBcnit acess. Musketry. The 

Fort is so situated that my Artillery can be of no Service to me, last night I 
threw in a good inaBJ Shells and continued there myself in hopes of taking the 
place by Storm, but did not find the thing so practicable as I could have wished 
the way up to it being very difficult; I had one Seapoy killed and 3 Volunteers 
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of France with nine Seapoys wounded, notwithstanding these difficulties I 
hope to be able to storm the place in a night or two; for should I go against 
Allumparva, and the French keep a post here, it would not be so well. Last 
night our Grand guard of Caralry took a Volunteer of Lally’s Regiment, who 
was coming from Pondichery to the Fort. He informs me that their Army 
had orders to support this place, Gingee and Allumparva in case of an attack, 
however they have now marched towards Manoor about 12 miles from Pondi¬ 
chery under the Command of Major Allen. 1 believe 1 shall not have any 
need of the two 18 pounders I wrote for in any last, these that I have taken 
being very good ones, the two 24 pounders I shall if possible, send to Caron- 
goly there to remain till your further Orders. 

I have the honor to be. 

Gentlemen, 

1 our most Obedient and most humble Servant, 


Tindavanom, 

1“ Ilarch 1760. EYRE COOTE. 


The present Superiority of our Army together with the arrival of Admiral 
Cornish with the Fleet from Telliohery having put us in a Capacity to act the 
offensive, it now becomes necessary for us to consider of a Plan for distressing 
the Enemy in the most effectual manner. 

Although we are not in condition to attack Pondichery, yet it appears to the 

j Board that some steps may be taken to 

render that Attempt more practicable if 
fortunately the Arrival of Reinforcement from England should' put it in our 
power. This must be done by cutting off their Resources of money and Pro¬ 
visions, of the former \ye know they are in great want, of the Latter there is a 
general Scarcity, in which Pondichery Cannot but feel its Share, 


The march of our Army towards Pondichery must have one of the two 
following Consequences, Either the Enemy will risque another Battle with us, 
or retiring under their Walls leave us Masters of the whole Country, for they 
will hardly venture to take any Post at a distance however advantageous, least 
our Army should turn it and get between them and Pondjchery, should they 
resolve to engage us we have all the reason to hope the Issue will be in our 
favor, we are Superior to the Enemy both in Horse and Foot, our Men in high 
Spirits, without cause of Complaint, while theirs have many distresses to aggra¬ 
vate the despondency caused by their late defeat. Should they not venture a 
battle, which in such Circumstances is most probable, our Army may take post 
at a convenient Distance at the back of Pondichery and by continual Detach¬ 
ments of Horse, cover the desertion of the Enemy’s troops and prevent any sup¬ 
plies fr6m passing into the town. Waldour which is a fortified lie<loubt, twelve 
or fifteen miles to the Westward of Pondichery might serve very well for this 
purpose. 


It will then only remain to block them up equally by Sea. To do which 
The attaok of Allumparva and Karrical by land effectually we should leave them Masters 
and sea proposed. of only one Port, nor does this seem 

very difficult as Allumparva and Karrical are not, according to our last Intelli¬ 
gence, in condition to make any great defence, having very few Men in Garri¬ 
son. A detachment from our Army will be sufficient for the Attack of the For¬ 
mer while the main body is posted so as to binder Succours coming from Pondi¬ 
chery. As however succours may be sent by Sea, or the Garrison escape that 
way if care is not taken to prevent it. It will be*proper that one or two of His 
Majesty’s Ships take their station in the Road, at the same time when our 
Troops invest the place by land. It might be yet better if it were possible for 
the whole Squadron to proceed as their very appearance would probably be 
enough to cause the Garrison to surrender, and the Ships might be supplied 
with the continued Refreshments from thence durii^ their Cruize off Pondi- 
diery. 
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The Attach of Earrioal should be formed immediately after, It is imagined 
that the Garrison of Triohenopoly joined by one hundred men from the Army 
and the Marines of the Squadron would be sufficient for this Enterprize, Two 
Ships might be detached from the Squadron to carry down the Men and Stores 
and cover the Siege, while the Rest of the Ships kept their Station off Fondi* 
chery. 

With respect to the Stores necessary for this Expedition It is Agreed that 
Major Monson, the Chief Engineer and the Artillery Officer be desired to Exa* 
mine the last Account Remains of Stores at Trichenopoly, and make a List of 
such as can be supplied from thence and of what is necessary to be sent from 
Madras which may be Embarked on board such of the Ships of the Squadron 
as shall be appointed for this Service. 

Should we have the good Fortune to succeed in the Reduction of these 
two Places, our Labours will then be reduced to one single object, and all our 
Strength may he directed towards it. We shall have only to keep close to 
Pondichery % Sea and Land, and see how long their Stock of Provisions will 
last them, or how long their Troops will serve without pay. And should our 
Fleet when joined be strong enough to prevent that of the Enemy from throw¬ 
ing in succours, which is no unreasonable hope, then we may Judge of the 
distress of the Enemy will he in towards the end of the Year, by that which 
we know we should suffer ourselves in the like Circumstances. 


Admiral Cornish’s presence being desired at Consultation he attends and 

Admiral Cornish Attend the Board. above Plan together with the general 

Bepresents the sioki; condition of the Squadron State of Affairs being Communicated to 
in general jjg assurcs the Board of his readiness 

to cooperate with His Majesty’s Ships in any measures that may the most effec* 
tually tend to the good of the Service, that however the present sickly State of 
the Squadron will not admit of their going to Sea for some days, that the 
Falmouth being the least sickly may proceed immediately to assist in the Attack 
of Allumparva if necessary, and the York will be able to follow in a day or two, 
that no means in his power shall be wanting to put the rest of the Ships in 
condition to proceed upon Service with the utmost Expedition. 


The Board are of Opinion that one or two of the Ships Stationed between 
Purport of the Letter to Admiral Cornieh. Allumparva and Pondichcry will answer 
Desired to appoint two Ships to assist in the the end of preventing any succours being 
attack of Allumparva. thrown into the Place, or the retreat of 


the Garrison by Sea, and it is Agreed to address a Letter to the Admiral upon 

Orders to Mr. Bodie to give notice tothe Com- Occasion, and to desire he will appoint 

manderof the Ships employed in the attack of twO Ships for this ScrVlCO, and JfieSOlved 
Ailumpawa in caM of the appearance of any that Orders he immediately despatched to 

M’' William Bodle, Resident at Nega- 


Frenoh Ships npcm the coast. 


patam, in case he should receive Intelligence of the appeamce of any French 
Ships upon the Coast during the attack of Allumparva to send the most speedy 
advice thereof to the Commander of His Majesty’s Ships which may he em* 
ployed on that Service that they may have timely notice to take the necessary 
measures in consequence. 




« 


• • * « « 

♦ 

GEORGE PIGOT. 


JOHN SMITH. 
DAWSONNB DRAKE. 
HENRY VANSITTART. 
CHARLES TURNER. 
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Monday, 10th March. 

At a Consultation, Peesbnt; 
Georoe Pigot, Esq* Governor , President . 
John Smith. 

Dawsonnb Drake. 


Charles Bourchieb. 

Henry Vansittart. 

• Samuel Ardlet. 

Mr. Pairfield, Absent. 

The following Letter from Colonel Coote, Commandicg the Army in the Field: 

To—The Hon’bte the President and Council of Fort St. George. 

Gentlemen,— 

I have the honour of your Letter of the 29“ February, you have not been 

Letter from Colonel Coote. Commanding the Pjeased to mention anythmg concerning 
Army in the field. M*' MacMahon who acted as Engineer, 

Advises of the Surrender of Permacoil with all and who has lost an Eye during that duty, 
the garrison Prisoners of War. j have the pleasure to inform you that 

Permacoil surrendered to me last night. The Situation of this place is of such 
a nature, that I may venture to say with 50 Europeans & 2 Companies of 
Seapoys, I could defend it for twelve months against any Army that could be 
brought against it—^and to make use of Colonel 0*Kennely*s own expression, 
nothing but Devils or Monkeys could take it—we had the ladders upon the 
Men’s Shoulders to put against the walls; when he surrendered we took in the 
Fort Colonel O’Kennely, one Surgeon, 16 picked European gunners, 82 Coffrees, 
and about 100 Seapoys with 20 pieces of Cannon. The Killedar gave me so 
much assistance as he could by sending me People with intelligence from time 
to time, and to guide me through the difficult passes; therefore I have ordered 
him to go into his house in the Petta, and to remain in his Jaggeer. I shall 
leave a party in the Garrison under the Command of Lieutenant Fletcher 
whom you have been so kind as to restore to his former rank. Colonel 
O’Kennely I send to Madras, likewise the Europeans, the CofFrees I take into 
Acct- of onr Loss before the place. the Service here j during the Siege I had 

Colonel Coote slightly wounded. Ensign Blakeny killed, and three Euro¬ 

peans; I was wounded myself, and Captain Adams, my Aid-de-Camp, Ensign 

Goodbehavionrof theSeapojA and one Volunteer; 

of the Seapoys one Subadar, two Jemma- 
dars and 40 killed, and near 70 wounded. The good behaviour of the Seapoys was 
more remarkable than anything I could conceive. I have ordered a gold Medal 
to be made for Bovanzin, a Commandant of Seapoys, who led the attack the night 
we took possession of the hill. I shall march myself this Evening or to-mor^ 
row morning with all the Cavalry and some Seapoys towards Pondichery, and 

have ordered Maior Monson with the In- 
/ fantry to march to Allumparva, where I 

shall rejoin the Army by the time he has invested that place. I had last night 
a Letter from M*- Bussy excusing himself for not answering my Letter before 
now owing to his not having received it till lately: he has desired a safe con¬ 
duct for his Servants and baggage to go to Madras, which I have this day 
granted him. Colonel O’Kennely has begged hard for leave to go to Pondi¬ 
chery to settle some particulr Affairs. I have absolutely refused him. Colo¬ 
nel Murphy has wrote to me a Melancholy letter of his bad state of health, 
therefore begged leave to go to Pondichery, and has promised to return the 
Colonel Coote grante pemiesion to Colonel Mur- moment 1 demand him. 1 believe I shall 
phy to go to Pondichery on hie Fiiroio. Comply with his request. 1 had a letter 

yesterday from Captain Joseph Smith at Trichenopoly, with one enclosed for 
you; he acquints me with his having given up the Command of that Garrison 
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to Gftptiun Biichard Smith, and that he was coming down with a part of it with 
the Nabob, he likewise mentions our having 600 Seapoys in Deve Cotah and 
that we arp repairing the works there. I think not a moment’s time should be 
lost in putting that place upon a respectable footing. As it is very evident to 
me already how much we have distressed the French in the Chillingbrom 
Country during the short time we have had possession of it, and it is a place 
from whence our Fleet may be supplied with fresh provisions, when they lay 
to windward of Pondichery, I have a Letter from the Surgeons of His Majes* 
ty’s Ships that brought two Companies of my Regiment from England, in 
which they beg I would apply for the Company’s Allowance for the ^re they 
have taken of the men, we being put on board these ships as passengers on the 
Conapany’s Account, and therefore nothing allowed them by the Government 
for their Medicines and care. I have therefore wrote to them to give in the 
number of men to you. Mr. Symon who you were pleased to send to me upon 
the Scheme of taking Gingee, before I left Ohetteput I went into the Vateval- 
lum woods, and advanced him 100 Pagodas which he said was necessary to have 
with him. I wish his Scheme may answer the expectations; I really think all 
the Europeans that can be possibly spared from Madras should be sent to me, 
having been weakened by above 30() through sickness ard other casualties, 
since the action of the 22nd January. As soon as I have had the good fortune 
to take Allumparva, I intend marching the whole Army towards Pondichery. 

I have the honor to be. 

Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient and most humble Servant, 
EYRE COOTB. 

P.S .—The Officer that I shall leave at Permacoil is M’^* Cooper and not 
M’- Fletcher. 

• •••**« 

GEORGE PIGOT, 

JOHN SMITH, 
DAWSONNE DRAKE, 
HENRY VANSITTART, 
CHARLES TURNER. 

This evening came in the following Letter from Colonel Coote, Command* 
ing the Army in the Field. 

To—The Hon'^ble the President and Coancil of Fort St Geoige. 

Gentlemen,— 

I had the honor of acquainting you the day before yesterday, with my 
Letter from Colonel Coote, Commanding the intention of going with the Cavalry and 
Army in the Field. four Company’s of Seapoys towards Pondi* 

chery, which accordingly did yesterday. 

When I arrived within about one mile of the hounds towards Pondichery, 
the Enemy’s Cavalry appeared formed in three Squadrons on tliesideof the Red 
Hill, upon which I ordered Captain Deheck with the Hussars and a body of 
Black Cavalry to push round and get in the rear of them, while I proceeded 
Colonel Coote with the Csraliy reoonnmtn the with the remainder of the Cavalry to fol> 
hounds of Pondichery. low their Infantry, who were then march¬ 

ing along the road as fast as they could into their bounds with six pieces of 


Tindavanom, 
6th March 1760. 
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Cannon in their Front. As soon as we got in the Eoad we push’d our Cavalry 
within forty yards of the Rear of their line which was formed by Lally’s Regi¬ 
ment, they reserving their fire, and only now and then firing by small parties. 

The French Army retire within their bounds My having UO Infantry and not being able 
on the appearance of Our Cavalry. to COme upOU either of their fiauks, by 

reason of the Faddy ground and Dykes on each side of the road, made me 

judge it not advisible to charge them with the Cavalry, therefore followed them 

at about the aforementioned distance, till I had pushed them into their bounds, 

when they began to fire from a Battery—during this time the French Cavalry 

Their Bazaar ninudered disappearing, Captain Debeck got round 

Their Bazaar plundered. Bslzzslt, where he killed them 6 

or 7 Europeans, and a number of blacks, and took 9 of the India Battalion 
Prisoners, one of which was so wounded, that we could not bring him off. On 
my return to Trichitumbelum, I set fire to their Barracks at Catoomor on the 
Red Hill, and took one Eighteen Pounder hut not being able to bring it off, set 
fire to its Carriage. 

I had it in my power to have returned them the Compliments they paid 
you at the Mount, by destroying several handsome Country houses but being 
present myself did not think it a proper opportunity. 

It was unlucky my being obliged to leave the four Company’s of Seapoys 
at Trichitumbelum on account of the length of our march ; had they been up 
with me I may venture to say that I should have had it in my power to have 
given a very good account of a good part of their Army. Our loss was two 
horses killed, and one black horseman wounded; soon after my return to Tri¬ 
chitumbelum, Capt. de Vasserot reported to me that (one Dean) a Corporal in 
his Troop who had the Rear Guard deserted to the Enemy, upon which I 
^ thought necessary to move from that Post, 

Th. in.j 1. j this after- 

noon make a motion on the Allumparva side of Pondichery, at the same time 
move a little way on that Road in order to cover Major Monson who has my 
order to march towards that Place to-day. 

I saw in the Offing of Pondichery very near the Walls of the Fort a three 
mast Ship. 


Vanour. 

8«* March 1760. 


I have the honor to be, 
Gentlemen, 

Tour most Obedient Servant, 
EYRE COTE. 


promised Col. O’Kennely my leave to go to Pondichery fora week 
or two in order to settle his Affairs, he giving his word of honour to return 
when that time was elapsed. 


IS*** March. Received the following Letter from Colonel Coote. Command, 
ing the Army in the Field. 

To->The Hon’ble the President and Council of Fort St George. 

Gentlemen,— 

I had the honor of writing to you the 8* of March from Manoor, soon 
Letter from Colonel Coote, Commanding the after which, I had a letter from M' BusSV 
Army in the Field. informing me he was ready to attend me 

the next day whenever I pleased to direct him, and desired a passport for him¬ 
self and baggage which I granted, and appointed him to meet me at Ranga 
Pilla Choultry. The next morning I went to reconnoitre the North bounds of 
Pondichery, Notwithstanding all the black horse except 3 or 400 (hundred) had 
quitted me the night before, and returned to Camp with the plunder they had 
got out of the French Buzar. I determined to get as good a sight as possible 
of that side, and accordingly went close up. I had a good view of their batteries 
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vithoat a Soul giying me the least disturbance. Afterwards 1 went to the 

Mr.Bossy attends Colonel Coote at the Army sgrae* Ghoultry in which I had appointed tO 

able to his summons. meet M*. Bussy, where his Servants joined 

me with part of his baggage, hut himself not till 1 came to Gunnimadoor that 
night. His behaviour on this occasion has confirmed me in the opinion I always 
had of him, that of a man of strict honor, and his Sentiments are so delicate 
that I beleive but few Frenchmen in his Gircumstances would have acted in 


the like manner. He had a general Gouncil of the French Nation held upon 
him before he came away, in which they declared him at liberty to continue 
at Pondichery, notwithstanding which and the most severe reflections thrown 
on him by M'. Lally, were not suflScient to make him break that parole he had 
given me. Since his arrival he has demanded his liberty, upon paying his 
ransom agreahle to the Gartel, which 1 have refused him as M'. Lally has 
broke that Cartel, by permitting Officers to act against us, who were our pri« 
soners. Upon my refusal of his request he desired leave to live at Tranquebar, or 

Colonel Coote Expretses his Inclination to let Other Ueutral place 1 he has giveu me 

M'. Bussy reside at a neutral Port instead ot coming many reasons in regard to the present cir- 

cumstances he is under with M*. Lally and 
others of bis own nation, to make me very inclinable to gratify him in this last 
request, he declares that he will be always ready to obey any summons I shall 
send him, and to repair to whatever place I please, this indulgence he begs for 
no other reason than on account of the different charges laid against him by 
his enemies at Pondichery. However, as you. Gentlemen, expressed in a former 
letter the desire you had that M’^. Bassy should go to Madras, should you still 
continue in those sentiments 1 will first send him there, but I beg leave to 
mention my own honor is so far engaged with him, that I think 1 am bound to 
do him every service in my power, and I am of opinion that everything rela¬ 
tive to the Cartel fixed between the two Nations, is of such consequence to me, 
that I ought to he extremely clear how I proceed in regard to it as I must be 
answerable to my King and Country for every step I take in Affairs of this 
nature, and about which I received upon my leaving Europe particular orders. 
I hope»soon to have a little time to go to Madras in order to settle many things 
with you^ that 1 think cannot he so well explained at a distance. Major Monson 
arrived here yesterday morning with the Army. I joined him about two O’clock, 
he invested the place the night before, and took possession of the Petta. The 
pain of my wound being greatly increased by my late fatigue, has obliged me 
to order him to carry on the siege himself, which cannot be more than two or 
three days longer, as we have erected a battery of two guns, and almost finished 
a second; they are not to he opened till they are both compleat which will be 
to-morrow. The Falmouth lays off this place but shall not trouble her on this 
occasion, having at present nothing for her to do. By my best intelligence 
the French are extremely concerned at the loss of Permacoil, as they reckoned 
it the key to Pondichery, and had we not come so soon upon them, were deter¬ 
mined to have put it out of our power, which they might for a small sum very 
easily have done, and indeed I tnink worth while to layout such a sum upon it. 
For let the French land ever so many troops we can always maintain that 
Garrison with very few people. You are pleased ^ in your letter of the 4“^ 
to mention your intentions against Earical. It is certain that the fewer 
garrisons the French have by the Sea side the better, and I make no doubt 
but the scheme you have laid for taking that plac^, will meet with suc¬ 
cess ; If a detachment goes from the Army under my Gommand, the greatest 
want will be Artillery men, and those are the people I can least spare, 
provided I lay near Pondichery, for I have not now a sufficient number to 
work our field train as they should be; however I shall do everything in my 
power to forward any proposal of yours with an appearance of safety to the 
body I command. You are pleased to honor me with requesting my giving you 
my opinion in regard to the present state of Affairs, which opinion I cannot 
give without mature Gonsideration and not from indigested thoughts; for the 
l^t false step now may undo everything which has been done, and we 
ought not to suffer our Success so far to blind us as to endeavor at impossibi¬ 
lities. I have very good ground for acquainting you that Morarow with a very 
large body of Morattas will come in order to succour Pondichery, this does 
not ywatfft me the least uneasy in regard to any operations whatsoever, provided 
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I can be supplied with provisionsj should this happen. At the request of M', 
Bussy I have granted to M*. Law (who has resigned the French Service) his 
family and effects, a free passport to go to Tranquebar, or any other settle¬ 
ment. I imagine a proper opportunity for M'. Bussy Md his Family to go to 
Europe, will not be disagreable to them, and 1 beleive not dissatisfactory to 
you; this only is my own suggestion. 

I have honor to be, 

Caitp BEFOBE Allumbaeva, Gentleuen, 

ii“ March 1760* Tour most Obedient and most humble Servant, 

EYRE COOTE. 
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To which was retamed the following answer. 

To —£tbb Coora, Esq'., Commander-m*Chief of the Land Forees on the Coast, 

Sib,-— 


This tnorniwg yre received your favor of the 11“. The same reasons 

Letter tram Cdond Coote commeudii* the Army SUbsist for M'. BuSSj's COmUlg tO Madras, 

in the Field. as occurr'd to US wheo he was first taken. 


you will therefore be pleased to let him come on, and if he is desirous as you 
^ . , . „ „ . „ j imagine of proceeding to Europe he may 

possibly meet with an opportunity. You 
mention that your own Honor is so far engaged with him that you think you 
are bound to do him every service in your power, permit us to observe to you 
that you ought not to engage for anything relating to him without our 

Nature o( the Company’s Authority explained to preVlOUS COUCUrrenCO. "With regard tO 

Colonel Coote. the Cartel, if you are under any uneasi¬ 

ness, it is without cause, it can never be intended that we should execute 
our part unless the French do theirs. Besides if any Infringement thereof 
should be committed the blame would lye upon us, as is very plainly set forth 
by what the Secretary at War by order of His Boyal Highness the Duke 
wrote to Colonel Adlercron in a Letter dated the 13“ October 1766, where he 


says the India Company are Sovereigns and answer to His Majesty and Parlia¬ 
ment, accordingly it is the Company that maintains all the Prisoners, on which 
account they are now a very large sum in arrear; it is the Company that 
would pay for the Bansom of any Prisoners that might be made upon us; in 
short it is the Company, that as Sovereigns, pay for all^he Expence of carry¬ 
ing on the War in t^ Country and therefore it is the Company that beyond 
all doubt are to have the Disposal of whatever is taken, and the General 
Direction of all the Affairs here. 


His Majesty has indeed been pleased to signify his Intentions in this 
respect more than once. In his Instructions to Colonel Adlercron with which 
we presume yours may correspond, the following is the Hule laid down for his 
conduct as to the operations of the War 

« And whereas the East India Company have directed a certain Number 
**6f Persons employed in their Service to form themselves into a General 
*' Council, in order to consider of and resolve upon a proper plan of operations 
** you will assist the said Council thermn with your best advice, and when 
'* such General Plan of operation shall be settled, & agreed upon by the said 
*' Council, you shall lay the same before a Council of War; and taking their 
** advice smd assistance you shall make use of the Force under your Command, 
*' in order to put the same in Execution in the best manner possible; unless 
** the whole, or any part thereof should appear to the Majority of the Council 
*' of War to be impracticable.” 

And in another part of the same Instructions:— 

** Whenever it shall be determined by the General Council to undertake 
** any Service, you will summon your Council of War, and you will lay before 
** them the Proposal of the General Counci], taking the Opinion of the lilajority 
** as to the Practicability of the same, and as to the best manner of putting it in 
•* Execution.** 

It was in consequence of this method prescribed by His Majesty that we 
communicated to you in the Letter we had the honor to write you the 8*^ In¬ 
stant our proposal for the attack of Kaiical, by the Marines of the Squadron 
joined with a small Detachment from the Army and Triohenopoly Garrison 
while the maih body of the Army should take post at the back of Pondichery, 
and endeavor by fluent Detachments of Horse to prevent Supplies being 
earned into the Town. Karioal as we are advised is a square Fortifi^tion, 
regular, but very small and crowded with buildings, and by our last Intelligence 
dated at Negapatam the 22*^^ of last month, had not fifty Europeans in Garrison. 
The Maxines of Admiral Oomiah’s Squadron are full three hundred men, the 
Garrison of Trichenopoly can furnish, including the party which is with the 
Nabob, one hundred Europeans besides Artillery Men, of which they can send 
sttfiScient for the Intended Service so that you will have no occasion to make 
any Detachment ficom that Corps. Seapoys enough may also be sent from 
Trichenopoly. The Detachmmt we meant to send from the Army was a Com- 
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pany or two of good Soldiers, for fear that the Marines who perhaps have seen 
but little of land Service, should want more assistance than can he given them 
by the Trichenopoly Garrison. If this should be thought unnecessary we are 
quite of opinion tl^t it will be imprudent to diminish the force of the Army, 
but we leave it to you Sir, with the assistance of your Council of War to con¬ 
sider of the best manner of putting our plan in Execution. 

We will immediately agree with our Renter at Carongoly, to lay in a good 

A Qiuuiti^ of grain to be laid in store at Perms* StOCk of pPOVlSlOUS at EermaOOll, which 

eoii. imagine by what we have heard of the 

Place is the chief precaution necessary for its Defence. 

We expect a Vakeel from Morarow, and shall use our endeavors to 
prevent, any of his Troops, coming to the assistance of the Prench, what you 
mention of this is the first Intelligence we have had of any such Design. 

We have the honor to be with great Esteem 

Sis, 

Port St. George, Your most obedient humble Servants, 

13'^ March 1760. GEORGE PIGOT, &3., Council. 


Letter from Colonel Coote commanding the Army 
in the Field. 

Allumpanra taken and the Garrison made Prisonera 
of War. 


15th March. The following Letter from Colonel Coote, Commanding the 
Army in thePield:— 

To—The Hon'ble the President and Council of Fort St. Gecrge. 

Gentlemen,— 

1 have the pleasure to acquaint you that yesterday the Garrison of Allum- 

parva, surrendered Prisoners of War. It 
consisted of LeChevalier Viart, one Lieu¬ 
tenant, a Surgeon, 50 Europeans, and 150 
Seapoys. We found in the Port 20 pieces 
of Cannon, 2 Howitzers, and a great quantity of Ammunition, an account of 
which I have not as yet received; as the place is incapable of making any great 
defence should it he attacked, 1 think the sooner the Guns and stores are 
removed, and the works destroyed the better, agreeable to what yon mentioned 
in a former letter; we had during the Siege, Lieutenant Angus of my Regi¬ 
ment, a Gunner, a Serjeant of Pioneers, and one Seapoy killed. Inclosed is 
copy of a Letter I received from Mr. Sussy and my answer. I have jnst now 
the honor of your letter of the 11* I have not as yet given Colonel Murphy 
leave to go to Pondichery, nor do I intend it, as 1 find it is not agreeable to you, 
tho* at the same time 1 cannot help thinking it a hardship on that poor Gentle¬ 
man. As I am not acquainted with the methods proposed for the attack of 
Earical, cannot say anything about it. Captain Meyers is arrived with the 
detachment you mention, which I find is entirely composed of Prench Deserters; 
at the same time the men of my Regiment and Colonel Draper’s are stopped at 
Madras, notwithstanding the orders given by the Commanding Officers of those 
Corps, to join their respective Regiments. The detention of those men, must 
be detrimental to the discipline of them, therefore could wish that the number 
necessary for the Garrison of Madras, should for the present be kept out of the 
Company’s troops, which cannot he so hurtful to the Service, they being inde¬ 
pendant Companies. 

I could wish. Gentlemen, that whilst I am in the field with the Army, and 
have the protection of your Garrisons that when you intend to drain any of 
them, you would be so kind as to send me your directions, and not to the 
Officers who Command in them. You are pleased to mention your orders te 

HU objections to the withdrawing any part of CaptUU VV OOd. 1 h^g yOU Will COUntcr— 
the GarrUon of Arcot. ^and them. As it is the Prontier Garri- 

son to the Northward, and the French expect a reinforcement, I would rather 
augment it if possible, than take any men out of it, and the supplies 1 get for 
the Army from thence by the Vigilance of Captain Wood, is of much more 
comequence, than his being in the field. The other Garrisons I have almost 
drained to the number you mention. Mr. O’Kennely’s going to Fondioheiy is 
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quite indifferent to me, tho’ I cannot imagine either him or Hr. Murphy would 
be so base as to give any opinion there that could relate to Military matters, 
had they been-indulged in their requests. 

I have the honour to be. 

Gentlemen, 

Camp before Allumparva^ Your most obedient and niost humble Servant, 
15“ March 1760. EYRE OOOTE. 


Copy of a Letter from Brigadier-General Bussy to Colonel Coote. 

To—Cjlouel Coote, Commander-in-Chief of the English Army. 

Sib,— 

Being made Prisoner of War the 22"“ of January last, I beg’d the favour to 

Copy of a letter from Mr. Bnsey to Colonel Coote. ^0 Pondicherry, which yoU absolutely 

would not consent to, unless I gave my 
Parole of Honour, to return whenever required. On my arrival my first care 
was to remit to the Chief of my Nation, the Price for my Ransom as fixed 

OfEera Col. Coote the price of hia Ransom. Cartel, tO the end that it might be 

remitted to whom it properly belonged, • 
which should at that Instant have set me at Liberty. The refusal that was 
made did much more surprise me. As the blind submission for our respective 
Sovereigns forced me to believe that no Subjects of either Crown had any right 
to infringe so solemn a treaty, and consequently could not possibly with any 
propriety answer the consequences of a breach of that nature, Pigot having 
first asked to have Commissaries from both nations meet at Sadras, in order to 
settle the Ransom of the Prisoners, but that they should be sent to Him first 
which demand has been complyed with. 

You Summoned me. Sir, to deliver myself up at your Camp, I acoordin<»ly 
did. It is with you I immediately am to deal, I therefore permit that fby 
virtue of the Cartel) I summon you to receive here the pricj of my Ransom, 
that I may have that Joy to gain my liberty sought for by this step; which 
fullfils the Condition prescribed by the King my Master, and His Britannick 
Majesty. 

I have the honour to be, with true Esteem, • 
English Camp, Your, &'. 

ll”'March mo. BUSSY. 


Copy of Colonel Goote’s answer. 

To—Biigadier-General Bussy. 

Sib,— . 

I had the honour of your Letter of the 11* March, and am entirely of your 

Copy of Colonel Coote’s answer to Mr. Bussy. opiluon that it is not in the power of any 
" ... Sub]ects of the King my Master, 

or his most Christain Majesty, to infringe or break through any treaty, whatso- 
over, that they are pleased to prescribe for us, as a rule by which we are to act, 
without being brought to a severe account for the consequence of it. It is 
certain Sir, that when I permitted you to go to Pondichery, I had your word 
of honour to teturn whenever I required it, and made no doubt but that M*. 
Godeville, and Ensign Frou, to whom on the same account 1 ^ve the same 
Rlrerty, would likewise return as you have done, having sent the aame 
389 E. B 
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summons to them, at the time I did to you. Those two Gentlemen, have not 
even answered my letter or given me any reason for breaking that faith I 
always imagined was looked upon by your Nations to bo inviolable; now Sir, I 
think it proper to give you my reason, why I have recalled you, in order’ to 
clear up what you seem now to think a liardship. The day after the .action in 
examining the Prisoners we had taken, it was reported to me that Capt®. Dupuis 
of the regiment of Lorrain, who was then wounded, and had sometime before 
been taken by Major Robert Gordon, at Trevatore, and suffered to go upon his 
Parole of honour to Pondichery, had never been regularly released. This gentle¬ 
man being spoken to on this head, said that General Daily had given him orders 
to act against us for which reason he imagined himself at liberty. As the first 
time he. was made prisoner was before I had the honor of Commanding, I 
wrote to the Governor and Council of Madras to inform me if they knew any¬ 
thing of his being released, whose answer was, that he had not been released, 
and sent me a list of those on their parole, by which I found that several had 
acted^ against us, by the same orders that this gentleman said he had; Count 
D*£staing also who was .our prisoner, and had leave to go to Europe, upon his 
Parole of honour (which Parole was to continue till he was exchanged, after 
his arrival there) instead of which he went and attacked our Factpry at 
Gombroon in Persia, after which be exchanged . himself against tlie Chief of 
the Factory, and two Merchants, notwithstanding (as is mentioned in the 
Capitulation) that he bad intelligence from Mr. Dally before he was exchanged. 
The Capitulation of the surrender of the Fort, has been transmitted to M adras, 
by way pf Bombay (the Governor and Council thinking it proper to recall all 
Prisoners) under their Direction). I thought it my duty to do the same, in 
order to prevent if possible, any further infringement being made of the 
Cartel, settled by the two Nations, and at the same time my being looked upon 
cruel, by enforcing the rigours of War upon those Gentlemen should they 
ever come in my way. You Sir, are the only person, out of the great Number, 
who have returned on this summons and as I must without any partiality to 

T. . . w . IP * V B our Nation, think that the Cartel, is 

Bejects Mr. Bu8Sj 8 offir of hiB Ransom, i* i i i i . 

■' entirely broke by yours, therefore have it 

not.in my power to comply with your request, by receiving the sum of money, 
you are pleased to offer for your Ransom. 


Permit me Sir, to take this opportunity of clearing up an aspersion, which 
I hear has been laid against me on account of the capture of Arcot, and that I 
got possession of that Fort by indirect means. To clear up that matter, I beg 
that my letters to Captain Hussey, as well as his to me, may be examined, 
and I must say, I acted with too much nicety, for when that Gentleman made 
a demur (after agreeing to the surrender of the place), I offered to withdraw 
from the walls, and begin the Attack afresh, which he did not think requisite 
to do, and therefore surrendered the place—believe me Sir, I esteem it as much 
my duty to keep my honour clear from any aspersions of your Nation, as my 
own, and that I am with a thorough sense of your worth, and perfect Esteem. 


Sin, 


Camp before Allttmpaeva, Your most obedient and most humble Servant, 
j3*‘ March 1760. EYRE COOTE. 


N.R.—The paragraph concerning Count D’Estaing was told me by Major 
Monson. 
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Monday, 17“* March. 

At a Consultation, Pbbsbnt : 

Geoboe Pioot, Esq®., Governorf President. 

John Smith. 

Dawsonne Drake. 

Bichabd Eairfield. 

Charles Bourchier. 

Henry Vansittart. 

Samuel Abdlet. 

Charles Turner. 

The following Ijetter from Colonel Cootb Read : 

To—The Hou’ble the President and Council of Fort St. George. 

Gentlemen — 

Captain Smith Commandant of Seapoys shewed me a letter yesterday 
Letter from Colonel Coote commanding the he received from you, by which you seem 
Army in the Field. displeRsed that Cundal Row with a Com¬ 

pany of Seapoys should he taken into the Service, therefore have ordered him 
immediately turned out. If you will be pleased to recollect you wrote me a 
letter at Chinasamudrum Camp, wherein you gave me power to raise both 

Concerning an additif'nal Company of Seapoys HorSO and SeapoyS, aS many aS I should 

raised at Arcot by his orders. think requisite for the good of the service, 

and by that letter seemed to place some confidence in me. I recommended at 
that time the raising 1,000 Seapoys, to which you had no objection, that number 
is not to this day Compleated. I now think it proper to give you my reason for 
putting this man at the Head of a Company and not one of the supernumerary 
Subedars. When I was at the abovementioned Camp, this man was to the 
Northward U'ith a few horse and foot in the service of Abdul Hy Cawn, but 
without any pay, at which place by his great assiduity, he supplied the Camp 
from time to time with cattle, and other provisions. After the action of the 22“* 
January when I ordered Oapt”. Wood to possess himself of the Village of Arcot, 
this same man joined him with his little party of horse, and foot, and headed 
the attack upon Zulepargin*s Camp, at which time he behaved with great 
bravery. After my arrival at Arcot, Captain Wood represented his services to 
me, and finding he would be satisfied with a Company of Seapoys, I desired 
Captain Smith to take him and his men into the service, and had no other 
motive for doing this, but to encourage a man, who had abted with resolution, 
and activity for the service of the Company, and hm extremely sorry it has 
not met with your approbation. 

There are such vast repairs wanting to the field Artillery, that I am now 
obliged to employ all the Artificers of the Army to finish that business. 1 hope 
in two or three days everything will he in readiness for marching, hy which time 
I imagine (by a letter received from M' Gomish), the Fleet will come this 
way, for without that, were we in readiness to march 1 do not think it would be 
proper to take the intended route. I am at present very much indisposed, and 
1 fear shall not be able to continue in the Field. M** Bussy has kept his bed 
these two days with a fever. I imagine his mind as well as his body is afflicted. 
I am sorry to say it is too much the case of Military people in this Country. 
M'. Symbn who went to the Vatevallum woods in order to examine Gingee, 
is returned; as he has done hut very little, intends to go hack and hopes to meet 
with better success. 

Camp before Allumparva, . 

J5‘* March 1760, I have the honor to be, 

Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient and most humble Servant, 
EYRE COOTE. 
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The President acquaints the Board, that Colonel Coote came in from the 
Colonel Coote comes into Garrison being indis* Army last Night, being Indisposed, and 
posed. informed him that a Council of War had 

been assembled upon the Plan proposed for the Attack of Karical, which he 
shall lay before the Board in a day or two. 

In the meantime that all necessary Preparations may^ be made for the 
Orders to Captain Joseph Smith to mrike Execution of this Design-^Ordered that 
immediate preparations for investing Karioal. Captain Joseph Smith be directed tO COm- 

pleat bis Detachment to one hundred European Military, fifty Artillery, and one 
thousand Seapoys, from the Garrison of Trichenopoly, and his train of Artillery 
to six Pieces, and proceed immediately to invest Karical, if from his Intelligence 
he shall think his Force sufficient to repel any attack from the Garrison, but 
should the Enemy have thrown in any Reinforcement so as to render this 
measure imprudent, in such case to take post at a convenient distance from the 
place, and wait the arrival of the Squadron from hence, on which is to be em¬ 
barked all the necessary Artillery, Mortars, for a Siege, also that he be 
directed to prepare a large Number of Gabions and Fascines for this Service. 


GEORGE PIGOT. 

JOHN SMITH. 
DAWSONNE DRAKE. 
HENRY VANSITTART. 
CHARLES TURNER. 


Thursday, 20“* March. 

At A Consultation, Present : 
George Pigot, Esq®, Governor^ "President, 


Richard Fairfield. 

Charles Bourohier, 

Henry Vansittart. 

Samuel Ardley^ 

Charles Turner. 

M® Smith and M® Drake, Indisposed. 

» • ' « • » » 

The following Letter from Colonel Coote wibh the Council of War held 
upon the plan proposed for the attack of Karical, laid before the i^ard and 
Bead :— 

To—The Hon^ble the President and Connoil of Fort St. George. 

Gentlemen,— 

I had the honor of yoiir letters of the 13*® and 15^ which I should have 
Letter from cdonei Coote. answered before now, if my being obliged 

. to come to Madras had not prevented me, 

I beg leave to mentioi^to you, that His Majesty has not been pleased to refer 
me to any orders, or instructions Colonel Adlercron received upon his coming 
to India> and consequen^y have nothing to do with these. The last Paragraph 
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in His.Majesty’s publick Inslructions to me relative to tbe India Company, and 

Quotes a part of His Msgesty’s Instructions to wbicll 18 tll6 only One that mentions aoy* 
him. ^ thing in regard to their affairs runs thus : 

“ In everything you will consider tbe honor. of our Forces, the good of the 
“ service, and the Interest of the East India Company, whose Territories and 
“ Commerce you are sent to protect and establish, you will therefore chearfully 
“concur in all things which the principal Officers of.the East India Company, 
shall judge conducive thereto, and for that purpose you will use your utmost 
“endeavors to preserve a good harmony, and understandiug betwixt our Land 
“ Forces, and those of the East India Company*” 

As you seemed desirous in a former Letter of my opinion in regard to the 
present situation of Affairs, I accordingly had a meeting of the Field Officers, 
and have the honor of enclosing you our sentiments upon it, to which I have 
made an addition of a Field Officer, the first for duty, Cap* Barker, two Artil¬ 
lery Officers together with 20 Pioneers, who will be ready to embark at Allum- 
parva. or where else shall he judged most convenient. As the Army, expects 
from the many Forts w'hich have been taken, to reap some benefit arising from 
what has been found in them (excepting Guns and Military Stores), I take this 
opportunity of mentioning to you .that I imagine His Majesty will have no ob¬ 
jection to a dividend being ordered to be made of such things taken witiiout 
waiting till his pleasure he known, otherwise the greatest part of the Army 
from the length of time which must be taken up before you can hear from 
England will reap in all likelihood little benefit from what is proposed for them. 

I have the honor to he with great esteem and respect, . 

Foet SVGeoegb, . Gentlemen, 

S;(y* March 1760, Your most obedient and most humble. Servant, 

• • 

EYRE COOTE. 


Opinion of the Council of War held upon the* proposed plan for the attack 
of Karical, 

Colonel Coote having been desired by the Governor ahd Council of Fort St. 

OpiDion of th6 Council of War upon tbe pro-. Gcorgc to take the present State of Afiairs 
posoii Plan of Operations to the southward. into his consideration and favor them 

with his advice and opinion, has begged the Field Officers of the Alrmy woi^ld 
join him in giving such .advice and opinion having laid before them the 
intention of besieging Earical, and blockading Fondichery. For the Siege of 
the former a small Detachment from the Army is demanded to be joined by the 
Marines of the Fleet and the Garrison of Trichenopoly, at the same time the .Army 
to lay at the back of Fondichery, and endeavor by frequent detachments of 
horse to prevent any supplies being thrown into that Garrison, and have at the 
same.iime recommended the taking of Valdoor (a fort about 9 miles from Fondi¬ 
chery) and possessing ourselves of a post there;.and the Colonel having 
represented to the Field Officers, that by the best Intelligence he has received, 
the 'Garrison of Fondichery consists of between 8 & 4,‘OQO Europeans, Military 
and Civil, • Capable of bearing sirms, and is likewise well provided with provi¬ 
sions and ammunition, do give our opinion how far it inay be adviseable to 
proceed on the foregoing plan of operations. In regard to the attack of Earical, 
weareof opinion that as (according to a letter of the 13th Instant received from 
the Governor and Council) that Garrison consists only of fifty Europeans the 
marines of the Fleet, and the GarrLon of Trichenopoly together with thirty 
pioneers, which may be spared from the Army,, might be sufficient for the 
attack of that place, with the assistance of l,000*Seapoy8, and 500 blaOk horse,- 
not .in the .least doubting but that there is a sufficient Quantiiy of Artillery 
stmimunition, entrenching tools with all necessary stores, and Arrack already 
oxdt:red for carrying on the Siege. In regard to the Army moving toward . 

$39 P« D* 
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Pondicliery. We are of opinion that such a motion may be adviseable, in order 
to cover the attack of Karical, and to see if the Enemy will give us an oppor¬ 
tunity pf attacking them, but not to lay nearer than 20 to 15 iniles, as it 
appears to us that it might be attended with several inconveniences & liable to 
some risque of losing the many advantages the Army has already gained. This 
is on a suppostion that we cannot have a proper assistance of men from the 
fleet, or by any other means to enable us to blockade Pondichery; should 
it be hereafter thought adviseable by us to attack Valdoor. upon the 
Fleets returning from Earical, we shall act accordingly, we are also of 
opinion, that as the Artillery is in great want of repair, that the Army cannot 
move till such repairs are effected, tis it is absolutely necessary to carry heavy 
Artillery with us. 

We cannot sufficiently lament the want of a.power being invested in some 
.particular person who might order detachments from the other two Presidencies 
to join the Army at this critical juncture, by whcfh means we might be enabled 
to undertake the Siege of Pondichery, with a probability of success without 
(as we imagine) endangering those Presidencies. 

EYRE COOTE, 

GEO. M0X30X, 

Camp before Allumparva, W. GORDON, 

Z5“ March 1760, ROB‘. GORDON, 

JO^N MORE. 


Altho’ Colonel Coote in his above letter alledges that he has not been 
referr’d by His Majesty to the Instructions Colonel Adlercron brought* with 
him, and therefore that they are not to be a rule for this conduct, yet the very 
article he quotes of the orders he received from His Majesty contains in effect all 
Remarks of the Board upon Colonel Coote’e the force of those tO Colonel Adlercron. It 
quotation of His Majesty’s Instruction to him. jg suflBcient to distinguish what belongs 

to Colonel Coote’s Authority & what to Ours, and points out the method through 
which the operations of the War, are to be resolved upon, and carried into 
Execution. It is the want of a constant and regular attention to this Method 
prescribed by His Majesty, which has given rise to the disagreeable altercations 
we have had with Colonel Coote; such disagreements cannot but prove hurtful 
Another letter to be wrote to him on that to the Service, & it is Agreed to re- 
subject ^ commend to him to observe for the future 

naore strictly the distinction abovemen tinned, in order to prevent any further 
discussions for this Nature, 

As by the reduction of Earical a large Extent of Country will fall into 
our possession in the Eing of Tanjour’s Dominions, the Board think it will 
be ne. essary that a Person be deputed to go to the Tanjour Court to carry on 
An Envoy to proceed to the Tanjour Court to the NegOciationS for obtaining SUch ad- 
“ oonsequenoe of the Southward Exe- vantages, as may be expected from the 
‘ Consequence of such an Event. 

The Board are. of opinion that one of the Council should proceed on this 
En^assy, and as M'. Smith’s Station as second as well as the post he occupies 
as Export Warehouse-keeper renders his Stay at the Settlement more imme- 
Mr. CbarlcB Bonrohier appointed for this Ser- diately necessary than any of the other 
, , , ■ , Members of the Board, especially at the 

present .lucture, M", Bonrohier, the next in Council is proposed, and appointed 
for this Service. 

The first point to be settled with the Eing upon the Reduction of Karical, 
The Purport of his instmction*. w the restoring to him the lands the 

French now possess round Earical, as we 
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cannot in our present Circumstances attempt to maintain such an Extent of 
Country.' Eor this . we think the amount of three years produce of the Revenue 
may be demanded, the amount of which must he ascertained by the most exact 
information M'* Bourchier may obtain of the value of those Districts. 

Secondly ; A grant should be obtained of the King for a Eort and Settle- 
. ment at Deve Cotah, Trimliwash, or such other Place, upon the Sea Coast of his 
Dominions as we shall judge most convenient, with a District annexed thereto, 
capable of maintaining three hundred Europeans and sis hundred Seapoys, 
wliich the King may he promised shall in such Case be kept there ready for 
his Assistance. The Revenue this would require may be computed at about 
. one Lack of Rupees. 

And thirdly : It is recommended to M*. Bourchier to endeavor to settle the 
Dispute which has of late Years frequently caused a Difference between the 
King of Tanjour and Tondiman. 

With respect to Karical It is Resolved that Directions be given to the 

Directions respecting Karical in o ise it should Engineer to mine . the Portifications in 
be reduced. readiness to be demolished in case we shall 

find it necessary to send orders for that purpose, Although we think it w ill be 
proper to defer the Execution of it until he may be enabled to determine as to 
the Utility of maintaining that place for the Refreshment of the Squadron or 
other purposes. In the meantime this Acquisition will render it unnecessary 
to incur any Expence in fortifying Deve Cotah, and It is ordered, that only a 
few small Pieces of three or four pounders be sent thither upon the Reduction 
of Karical, for its present Defence. 

Ordered that the Artillery and Stores as well as those provided for the 

The Artillery and Stores for the Expedition to Expedition, as SUCh as may be found at 
be sent back to Madras. Karical be Sent Up to Madras, as fast as 

opportunity may permit, excepting such as may be wanted 'at Trichenopoly or 
Deve Cotah. 

*'*««« » » 

GEORGE PIG01\ 

HENRY VAKSITTART, 
CHARLES TURNER. 


Mundhy 21^’' March. 

At a Consultation, Present : 

George Pigot, Esq., Oocemorsy Freiid^nt. 
John Smith. 

Dawsonne Drake. 


Charels Bouiighier. 

Henry Vansittakt, 

Samuel Ardley. 

Charles Turner. 

M“. Faireield, Absent. 

* * 

The Squadron being in readiness to proceed upon the Expedition against 
Major Mouson to Command the Kxpeditinn to. Karical, Ordered that a letter of Instruc- 
Karical. tions be prepared for Major Monson. who 

is to Command the land forces, and has embarked in the Falmouth at Allum- 
parva, acquainting him with the directions, we have sent to Captains Joseph and 
^ Rich** Smith for assisting in this Enter- 

Purport of hie Instruction.. prize, in conjunction with the Nabob’s 

Army, and to direct in case he should succeed in the reduction of Karical, to 
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deliver over the. Fort tq the Charge of M'. Charles Bourcliier, leaving in the 
Place a Garrison of ten Europeans, and a Company, of Seapoys-^^order Cap* 
Richard Smith to Trichenopoly, with twenty European Military, twenty Gun¬ 
ners and five hundred Seapo^^s, and with all the rest of his Force, to March 
Northward, and endeavour to take possession of all the districts, which may 
remain in the Enemy’s possession, between Karical and Pondichery and then 
to effect a Junction with the Army. 

Should any unforeseen Event prevent the Success of the Expeidtion, It is 
Agreed to recommend to Major Monson in such case, to send the Detachment 
abovementioned to Trichenopoly, and with tlie remainder of his Force rejoin 
the Army with all Expedition either by Sea or Land. 

Ordered, that a Letter to Admiral Steevens or the Commander of any of His 

Letter to Admiral Steevens or to the Com- . Majesty’s sliips expected from Bombay, 
inander of any of his Majesty’s ships expected. jje prepared in three copics and lodged at 

Negapatam, Tranquehar, and Deve Cotah, to he sent off in case of his appearr 
anee, at either of those Ports to give notice of the attack of Karical, & recom- 

, , , „ , , mend his taking the most expedient mea- 

to advise of ti»e operations to the Soutliwardi. surcs to cffect £1 

M'. Cornish. 

• ' • 

Not having received any advices from the Army, since Colonel Coote’s 
coming into Madras, so that we are ignorant of their situation, or whether the 

Colonel Coote desired to order the officer left nccessEiy picparations have^ been made 
in Commend of the Army daring bis absence to for mOVlDg nearer tO Pondicherv, Con-. 
correspond with US. formably to the Intended Plan, It is 

Resolved to represent to Colonel Coote, that it will be necessary he. give direc¬ 
tions, to the Officer, left in Command,, as well as to the. Officers Commanding- 
separate Detachments to correspond with us upon all occasions, w hich will 
be the most expeditious, as well as the most regular method of conducting the 
business, and has always been the practice heretofore, when Major Brereton 
was in the Command, and had occasion to come into Madras. 


speedy junction with 


GEORGE PIGOT. 

JOHN SMITH, 
DAWSONKE DRAKE. 
HENRY VANSITTART. 
CHARLES TURNER. 


Sotbi March. Received the following Letter from Col. Coote:— . 

To—The Hon'hle the President and Conncil, Fort S‘. Georse-. 

GbNTIiBMBN,— • 

I have- the honor of your letter of the 24“* & have given directions to Major 
_ , , William Gordon, who at present Corn- 

Letter from Colonel Coote. ^ . mandsthe Army, to correspond with you 

from time to time. By Major Monson’s letter to me, he was to sail with the De¬ 
tachment this morning frem Allumparva, he likewise informs me of a large 
Ship being arrived at Pondichery, but does not know from whenee she came. I 
recommended to Major Monson,-as soon as the Artillery could be in readiness, tu 
march towards the Neighbourhood of Pondichery, and fixed upon Wannoor, as 
a proper post for the Army at present; this place I reconnoitred when I was in. 
that part of the Country. It is about four miles froni Waldoor, and fourteen 
from Pondichery.. These orders he informed, me he would leave with. Major 
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Wiliam Gordon, and that the Artillery would not he ready to move till next 
Thursday. 

I have the honor to he, 

Gentlemen, 

Port S*. George, Your most obedient & most humble Servant, 

55“ March 1760. EYRE COOTE. 


Sent the two following Letters, to Colonel Ooote, the first in Consequence 
of the Resolutions of Consultation the 20“* Instant, the other in Reply to his 
above Letter. 


To— Evbb Coote, Esq., Commander-in*Chief of the Land Forces on the Coast. 


Sir,— 


We have received the Letter, you did us the honor to write us the 20“ 
, ^ , _, , „ . Instant. The Article you are therein 

pleas d to communieate to us from His 
's Instructions to you, contains in Effect all the Force, of those which 
Colonel Adlereron brought. It is enough to distinguish what belongs to your 
authority and what to ours. It puts beyond doubt that all the possessions, 
and establishment, made in this Country, belong to the Company & conse¬ 
quently that their Agents, are to have the entire Direction & Disposal of them. 
It proves also that those Agents, are to pointout to you what operations they 
think most expedient to be undertaken, and that you are to execute them, if 
you judge them practicable. It is for want of a constant, and regular attention, 
to this Method prescribed by His Majesty for conducting the Business, that 
some disagreeable Altercations have arisen between us, and as such sort of 
disputes, cannot but cause delay & prejudice to the Service, we beg of you Sir 
to .resolve heartily to observe for the future, more strictly the distinction 
before-mentioned which will be a certain method of preventing all matters of 
Controversy. 

We observe the Copy, you was pleased to communicate to us of the Opinion 
of the Council of War upon the last Plan of Operations.—The Number of 
Europeans, there said to be in Pondichery, far exceeds all our Accounts. We 
judge they may have about fifteen hundred Regulars, Horse and Foot, and 
their European Military of all sorts cannot we think be more than three 
hundred. 

As the Squadron are making the best of their way to Karical, and the 
Troops froni Trichenopoly, must also by this time, be in motion towards that 
place; we think the Army should proceed as soon as conveniently can be to take 
possession of their Intended Post, at the back of Pondichery, to prevent any 
Troops, marching from thence to the Relief of Karical. 

We are with Esteem, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient humble Servants, 
GEORGE PIGOT, &*., Council. 


Fort St. George, 
55“ March 1760. 


To—E xbb Coote, Esq., Comuiander-in-Chief of the Land Forces on the Coast, 


Sir,— 

Since closing oiur Letter of this Morning, we have been favoured 
„ , , „ , with yours, of the same date. You men- 

Lettwto oone oo tioned Only, the having sent Orders to 

Major Gordon, who at present commands the Army, to cori-esf)ond with us, we 
hope you hive not omitted to give tne same Orders to Major Monson, who 
commands the Expedition to Karical, as it is very necessary, that we-should be 
continually informed of his Proceedings. We have ordered our Secretary to 

839 F. D. 
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wait upon you with a Copy of the Instructions we have transmitted to him by 
the Squadron. 

We have the honor to be, 

SlE, 

Fokt St. George, Your most obedient humble Servants, 

55“ March 1760. GEORGE PIGOT, Council. 


Rear Admiral Cornish sailed upon the Expedition to Karical with His 

Admiral Cornish sniU with the Squadron npon the Majesty S hqurtdron consisting of the Ships 
Erpeiiition to KaricaL Ijpn»x, York, Weymouth, and Sunderland, 

The Hon’ble Company’s Snow Leopard, and Sloop Queenhorough Tenders, 

♦ » * » » 

GEORGE PIGOT. 
HAWSONNE DRAKE. 
HENRY VANSITTART. 
CHARLES TURNER. 

t * » « 


Tuesday, 15"* April. 

At a Consultation, Present: 

George Pigot, Esq., Governor, President. 
John Skith. 

Dawsonne Drake. 
Richard Fairfield. 


Henry Vansittart. 

Samuel Ardley. 

Charles Turner. 

M*. Rourchier, Absent at Tan jour. 

« « « • 

The following Lettter from Colonel Coote Commanding the Army in the 
Field read 

To—The Hon’ble the President and Council of Port St. George. 

Gentlemen,— 

I have the honor of your letter of the 9‘\ I have had no letter 

Letter from Colonel Coote, Commanding the Army from Major MonSOn, but that of the 

in the Held. which Came the same time, I sent 

one from him to you. His Account of the taking of Karic.al, answers what 
I expected from tlie man who Pomraanded there. I some time ago detached 350 
Horse under the Command of Assabeg, and if Kistna Row acts as I have ordered 
him, I have now a chain of Troops from the Army,* to Chellumhrum. I t hink 
the Presidencies of Bengal, and Bombay, cannot with any propriety refuse the 
request you have made at this time M'. Cornish’s laying at Fort St. David with 
his Squadron, would now be of very great Service to me. I this Morning 

Marches with the Army from Manoor. marched the Army from Mauoor to this 

Takfs possession of waidoor lett.h. Placc, and Major Robt. Gordon, with a De¬ 
tachment took possession of thePettah of Waidoor, without any loss; my having 
sent the Pioneers, and tlie necessary things for Carrying on a Siege with M’. Call, 
puts me to the greatest inconvenience. After my Arrival here, I went with a party, 
and reconnoitred Pondichery— I find that all their out parties (except their Cavalry 
who skirmished with us and retired) are gone close to their bounds; there is ^ 
large ship in the Road, which £ take to be a Man-Of-War Frigate, besides other 
small Vessels. Your granting M'. Bussy leave to go to Pondichery, wilt 1 b^ 
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lieve make other Gentlemen, who have earnestly reqiiested that favor, very- 
uneasy, but I hope his departure will be deferred till 1 have made &n end, of 
■what I am at present about. 

1 have the honor to be -with the greatest respect and esteem. 

Camp at CARTEftRiKoopuM, Gentlemen, 

April 1760. Tour most obedient, and most humble Servant, 

EYRE COOTE. 

« • • • * ■ 

Some Letters intercepted by the Deve Ootah Garrison, paint the distress of 
Pondichery, in lively Colours, Poverty and Misery, is the general Complaint 
from the highest to the lowest. They write from Pondichery, to Karical of the 
2“* March, viz :—“ L Admiral Cornish est arrivd a iladras, est on pense quil se 
** preparer a Aller altaquer Karical. Dieu veuil.'e que celane soil point vray. 
“Another writes of the 10“* Jecraindrois plus pour vous a Karical que pour 
“nous, je souhaite cependant, quils iie peiisent, pas plus a I’un, qua I’autre, et 
“ quil vous laisse tranquille et nous aussy, M'. Bussy doit parter ce soir, pour 
“Madras. II va nous manqtier, dan un moment bien essentielle.” The Inhabit¬ 
ants are sending their Effects by Boats to Trmquebar and Neg-apatam, some 
prizes have been pitch’d up near Deve Cotah. That Garrison and Kistna 
Row, have been plundering the Chellumbrum Districts. I hope a very few days, 
will effectually cut off all supplies by Land from the Southern Countries to 
Pondichery. 

I have the honour to profess myself with great Respect, 
Hon’ble Sir and Sirs, 

Trichenopolt, Your most obedient humble Servant, 

March 1760. RICHARD SMITH. 

• »•«««« 


Monday 21’* April. 

At a Consultation, Present; 

George Pigot, Esq., Governor, President. 
John Smith. 

Dawsonne Drake. 

Henry. Vansittart. 

Samuel Ardley. 


John Andrews. 

Richard Fairfield, 

Charles Turner. 

M* Bourchier, Absent at Tanjour. 

Received the two following Letters from Colonel Coote Commanding the 
Ar my in the Field, read., 

To—The Hon’hle the President and Conncil of Fort St. George. 


Gentlemen,— 

By the Intelligence, I had the day before yesterday frtm Pondichery 


Letter from Colonel Coote commanding the Army 
in the Field. 

BeportA of the Arrivel of a Frigate at Poudicherj. • 
Batteries againet Waldoor opened. 


— — ^ - - ^ w 

there was a Frigate arrived there, and 
two OiBcers, went on shore, and at night 
returned on board, and the Ship sailed. 
There were great rejoicings there oa 
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account of the expectation of 26 Ships. Yesterday we opened a three-Qun 
battery against Waldoor, and had a Bombardier killed, and some Seapoys, and 
some Gunnels wounded; to-day we opened a two-Gun battery. Yesterday I 
. went out with part of the Cavalry and some Seapoys, to the Bed .hill, in order 
to reconnoitre, whilst the other part, with also some Seapoys, went along the 
Waldoor Road towards Yillanoor, where the Enemy bad a post, which brought 
oh some skirmishing, between the Seapoys, and likewise between the Hussars 
with me, and their Cavalry which n as about 250. M* Lally was out himself, he 
had a good number of Europeans with him, they Cannonaded us on the hill, 

and at night we returned. The Enemy 

The PreBch Army .pproaches towards W.Idoor. brought all their Europeans, Out of 

Pondichery this Morning, by the best Intelligence I can get to the number of 

Desertion among the FrODch & Germans enter- l,o 00 , and are nOW in sight witll llrums, 

tained in our Service. beating near Villanoor. Our Germans 

& Prencb, desert from us every night by dozens, and not one lleserter from 
the French. 


1 have the honor to be with great respect and E^teem» 


Cartbrkikoopum, Gentlemen, 

i5“ April 1760, Your most obedient, and most humble Servant* 

EYRE COOTE. 


To—The Hon’ble the President and Council of Fort St. George, 


Gentlemen,— 

I have the pleasure to acquaint you, that the Garrison of Waldoor, last 
« r,, . « . .u . night surrendered prisoners of War, whom 

Letter from Colonel Coote commanding the Army .nr, t 

in tiic Field. I shall Send away to-day to Madras. I 

w ..l.loor surrenders with the Garrison Prisoners b^ve not aS TOt gOt their numbers, or anV 

•I Wap 1 • ^ » nf • 

report of the Stores in Garrison, or of the 
loss we have sustained, which I do not imagine to be much. Yesterday after¬ 
noon, 1 marched the Army about two miles, and am half from Camp, towards 
. .. . . the Enemy, who are in a very strong post, 

m the Pondichery Road and formed the 
Line of battle. I remained there till night, when I returned to camp 
during this time, our advanced posts, skirmished with the Enemy, we had one 
Trooper wounded and some Seapoys. I look upon Waldoor to be a good place 
for our Stores, provided we should carry on the Seige of Pondichery. In the 
meantime shall order the Bastions to bo mined, in order to be blown up whenever 
it may be thought proper, and as 1 shall now have a little time, shall begin 
sending some of the Guns to Chingleput, provided it is agreeable to you; last 
night I had an Account that Kistua Row, who I had ordered to form part of 
the Chain of Troops, I sometime ago wrote. you about, intercepted three 
Tumbrils of Ammunition, going to Chellumbrum, and took most of the Arnna 
of a Comnany of Seapoys, who wert as an Escort to them. 1 have had no 
accounts from the Southward since the 5*^. 


I have the honor to he with great respect and esteem. 
Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient and most humble Servant, 


Carterrikootxtm. 
ir'* April 1760. 


EYRE COCTE. 
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To—The Hon’ble George Pigot, Esq'®., 

President and Govr., &e., Conneii of Fort St. George. 

Gentlemen,— 

I did myself the honor to write to you on the 5*'' the day the place 
Letter from Major Monson, coraniandinp'the de- Surrendered, and at the Same time in* 
taehment to the Southward, giving a particular closcd yoU a CopV of the Capitulation. 

acct. of the attack and surrender of Kancai. ,1 rt-th • ^ r? 1 .11 

On the 2 r^ in the Evening the Falmouth 
came to an Anchor in Karical Road, on the 25^*^ in the morning I went in a 
boat, in order to reconnoitre the shore, and fix- upon a proper Spot to land, as 
Captain Smith was not arrived, nor was there any news of him, about eight 
o’clock the Admiral with the rest of the Fleet, appeared in sight. Captain 
Mattheson thought proper to return to his Ship, and I was obliged to accom¬ 
pany him. I immediately went on board the Admiral, and prevailed upon him 
to give orders for the disembarkation of tlie Troops, that afternoon, about three 
o’clock, which was done, as follows, in three divisions; the MonsoulieVs holding 
about one hundred and seventy men making the first division, which were 
towed by the yauls, and pinnaces, belonging to the different Ships, who took 
as many men in them as they could bold, allowing sufficient room for the 
Seamen to row, these men made the second division, and had orders, as soon 
as they came to the Surf, to cast off the Monsouliers, and come to a grappling, 
in order to cover the landing of the men of the first division, as soon as the 
first division was landed, the Monsouliers, returned for the second division, 
the third was on board the long boats and had orders to make a false attack, 
near the flag Staff, but as soon as they perceived that the first division was 
landed to go before the W’ind to the place, that the first, and second division 
landed at, the Sloop and Snow were ordered to stand in as close as they could 
opposite a small Village about two miles from the Pettah, we landed without 
opposition about 5 miles to the Northw'ard of the Fort when the party was 
formed we marched along the beach, till we came to the Village opposite to the 
Sloop and Snow, and took post there that night, and made a signal for the 
Snow to land us two small Guns, which they did very soon, having had orders 
before, to get them on a Cattamaran. We inarch’d at daybreak on the and 
took possession of the Pettah & Custom bouse; Fort i)auphin flanking us a 

Jittfem our March, we bad two men killed, and twO WOUDded, the vO'^ Vfd 
landed a 10 inch mortar, and an eighteen-pounder, with some 10 inch Shells 
a LmInnM '‘t Night threw some shells into Fort Dauphin; which the Enemy, 
Smith’s nartv ° morning. (Our black troops, and Captain 

place properh) • we jomed, we bad not a sufficient force, to invest the 

flag Staff,^which we affe j^ Eighteen.pounders this night, at the 

On th"e s’p* just 

sally, a few men indeed anneared amr Enemy, were going to 

but returned immediatelv^on ^ that was on the Glacis, 

Flag-staff Batteiy so fLVs to be hmshed the 

on the 1®‘ of April the Fhi. Staff i 12 o’clock 

of Fort Louis ;*^this^ moraffil fhe^SfiT^" erected to infilade the Eorth face 
Seapoys, and four comnanieQ^nf « with his horse, and some 

at the Governor’s Gardens On the Captain Smith, and encamped 

all Stores. Cap‘. Smitr with ® ® ^or landing 

nine o’clock that St • the Nabob’s Camp, about 

gun one of three #4 L battery this Night, and be- 

Bastion. On tS ^^® face of the North Eas^ 

battery, this night we contFn^P^ moreEighteen-pounders, at the Flag Staff 
to bear on the N. East face of the w ®? *»® ?* Jattery, and begun one 

shells in the Night, our batterv^Jf ff' continued to throw 

mounted their Guns on the N^th an^yed them much, and dis- 

S. East face of the N 

battery, and had oS N wtTLff! ®“* N. East 

oie 4‘“in fhp great forwardness. 

th. 

’Pfl.iiiB.gft lirAv oVr/wta i? ^ § 000 .1)r69>cli| not kDowinsr tliere wais a 

«.touphed,thi, night we 
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N. West battery, but had not a sufficient number of hands, to get the Guns in 
battery, we begun this night a Battery of three Guns, against the N. West face 
of the N. Biavelih; having had frequent Intelligence of a Reinforcement coming 
from Pondichery, to relieve the place, T determined to summon the Fort, which 
surrendered on terms 1 sent you in my last. 

The Enemy every night, worked aif a battery they had at the entrance of 
the Sortie, what the design of it was, I cannot tell, I am much obliged to 
M'. Cornish for his assistance, as he allowed us great number of men to work 
on shore, who were of very Considerable Service. 

I have ordered Captain Richard Smith to return to Trichenoploy, with the 
\ n-c -.u v « X « . Stores which he brought from thence and 
h 2S; likewise the European Garrison of Karical, 

Tricbenopoly under pretence of havicg business on which Consisted of about One hundred 
the coast. Europeans. Capt. Richard Smith says he 

has business on the Coast of consequence to the Company, therefore have per¬ 
mitted him to stay, giving you his reason, why he does so, but think as I had 
the honor the command, I have a right to know all public business that may 
be carried on during my stay here. 

Inclosed I send you a list of the prisoners *, the Officers, and Civilians have 
OfiBcers.dtii, taken at Karical giro their paroles to given their paroles to be at Madras in 
repair to Madras iu 30 days. thirty days. 

I have ordered the Engineer to send you a plan of the place, and likewise 
A g^at Quantity of Military Stores taken at the Conductor of the Artillery to make a 

return of all Stores, there is taken about 
155 Cannon of all sorts, and nine Mortars, great and small with Ammunition 
in proportion. The Admiral has desired that I would be pleased to order the 
place to be destroyed. I have put M'. Bourchier in possession of it according 
to orders. I hope I shall be able to march in two or three days time. The 
Garrison when we invested the place, consisted of the Europeans abovemen- 
tioned 72 Topasses and 250 Seapoys. 

I am. 


Kabical. 
April 1760. 


Gentlemen, 

With great respect. 

Your most obedient humble Servant, 
GEORGE MONSON. 


29‘'* April. 

At a Consultation, Pkesent : 

Geoegb Pigot, Esq'., Governor^ President. 

John Smith, 

John Andrews. 

Richard Pairpield. 

Dawsonnb Drake. 

Henry Vansittart. 

Samuel Ardlet. 

Charles Turner. 

M'. Bourchier, Absent at Tanjour. 

* • • * • • « ' 

May Ist—Came in the {ollomng Letter &om Colonel Coote, Commanding the Army in 
the Field 

To—The Hon’ble the President and Council of Fort St. George. 

Gentlemen,— 

I had the honor of your letter of the 23^^; I have already acquainted you 

Letter from Colonel Coote commanding the ' ^ havil^ token possession of Port S*. 
Army in the Figid. ^ Davici, and Cuddalore, and have the plea- 

Yeidaoheiium taken by iiajoi Monson’s patty, g^re to iufoim y ou by a letter, I received 
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from the Nabob, that Major Monson has taken Vardachellum. On the 27“ I 

Admiral Stevens arrives on the coast and joins Went to Guddalore, and Fort S* . David, 
Mr. Cornish and had the pleasure of finding . Stevens 

with four ships of the Line, two Frigates and two Store Ships, along with M'. 
Cornish. ‘ I had. the happiness to find both those Gentlemen, extremely ready 
to give their assistance to me, in order to carry on the service with the 
greatest spirit. As I took a view of Fort S‘. David, and Guddalore I can now 
inform you, that the former is a heap of rubbish and the Towers of the latter 

Cuddalore recommended to be put in a state of are blown up, but notwithstanding are re- 
fisfence. pairable, which I think would not be 

unadvisable, as the Admiral intends keeping his hospital there, and besides its 
being so good a Settlement. Ensign Leaber is now there with two Company’s 
of Seapoys, and I shall send one or two more to join him, I think it would be 
right, some proper person of the Civil List, was sent to manage your affairs 
there. The morning I left this, the Enemy’s Cavalry with an European 

A party of the Enemy skirmish with one of our picq^Uet, attacked OUe of OUr advanced 
advanced posts. posts of Seapoys, and black horse; They 

killed six or seven Seapoys, and wounded several more. A Jemmidar of black 
horse, was severely cut, and some killed, and wounded; we killed two Hussars 
and wounded the OflScer who commanded, and Several more. Yesterday after¬ 
noon, two of the Enemy’s troopers, and a Hussar advanced, near our Grand 
Guard, some of whom pursued them, and took them prisoners. 

I am with great respect and Esteem, 
Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient, and most humble Servant, 

EYRE COOTE. 

• « » » a a . 


Head Qtjabtebs 
AT Waldoor, 

29 ^^ April mo. 


Monday, 5'^ May. 

At a Consultation, Present : 
George Pigot Esq’ ., Oovernort FreBident. 

John Smith. ' 

Dawsonne Drake. 

Henry Vansittart. 

Samuel Ardley. 


John Andrews. 

Richard Fairfield. 

Charles Turner. 

M*. Bourchier, at Tanjour. 

The following Letter from Colonel Coote Commandingkthe Army in the Field, read. 

To— The Hon’ble the President and Council of Madras. 

GBNlliBMBN,— 

Yesterday I went out recoimoitring the Enemy, who are retired close fo 
letter from Colonel Coote, Commanding the their hounds, they fired from tWO pieces 
Army in the Field. of Cannon, and killed some of onr 

Seapoys. By , different Accounts from deserters, they already begin to find the 
inconveniences of a Blockade. Things should be -noW) maturely considered 
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relative to Pondichery, for should we be so lucky, as to be able to besiege that 
place, preparations should be now making, both here, and at Madras, Gabions, 
and Fascines, and many other things should be sat about here. Artillery, and 
its appertinencies, preparing at Madras. The Vattevallum Pollygar, has sent 
me a Serjeant, 4 Europeans and a Topaz which he took at Oollwalla Gaddy, 
The Nabob and Major Monson join the Army after being three times beat off. The 
njth the Southward detachment. French had 200 Seapoys, there who ran 

away. Major Monson with the Nabob, are just arrived in Camp. I have 
not as yet seen them, so cannot say, what party they have, brought with them. 

As the Pettah here is entirely destroyed, and very few houses, in the Gar¬ 
rison, am obliged to make the best shift I can for our Sick, who increase daily. 
There are now 150 in the hospital, and a great cry for the want of Medicines, 
My Surgeon has wrote me a letter, complaining that almost all the Medicines 
he brought out for the use of the Regiment were expended at Conjeverams 
amongst your Troops, as well as the other Corps, and that he has never had 
them replaced. Our people at Allumparva, are in great want of some. Upon 
removing the Hospital from Wondiwash to Madras, four of my Regiment died 
upon the Road, and some more of the other Corps, merely for want of proper 
necessaries. The different Hospitals, have certainly been a great expence, and 
the Men but little benefited by them, this I believe is owing to the continual 
movement of the Army, and our being obliged to erect hospitals in every 
place, where we could put our men into, but I hope this will now be better 
regulated, as our movements, will not be so frequent. 

Head Quarters, I have the honor to be, with great respect and Esteem, 
Waldoor. Gentlemen, 

3^ May 1760. Your most obedient and most humble Servant, 

EYRE COOTE. 


If the Army can so invest Pondichery, as to shut out all Supplies of Pro¬ 
visions from the Country, the Enemy will no doubt, soon feel the distresses of 
a blockade; In order that we may be in readiness, in case any fortunate Event, 
should enable us to undertake the Siege of Pondichery, the Board agree with 
Artillery Stores, and other preparations to be Colonel Coote, that it will be prudent, to 
made for laying Siege to Pondioiiery in case it make all possible preparations for SUch 
should hereafter be practicabol. Enterprize. Ordered that directions be 

given, for getting in readness, the Artillery, and its appertenances at Madras, 
and the OflBcer of the Artillery here being at present Indisposed, and Incapable 
of doing duty. It is Agreed to desire Colonel Coote, to send Captain Barker to 
Madras, to conduct this business. 

*•*•••• 

GEORGE PIGOT. 

JOHN SMITH. 

DAWSONNE DRAKE. 

HENRY VANSITTART. 

RICHARD FAIRFIELD. 

SAMUEL ARDLBY. 

CHARLES TURNER. 



73 


***••• ^ 

Monday, May. 

At a Consultation, Present : 

George Pigot, Esq., Governor, Freeident. 

John Smith. 

John Andrews. 

Bichard Fairfield. 

• Dawsonne Drake. 

Henry Vansittart. 

Samuel Ardlbt. 

Charles Turner. 

Mr. Bourohibr, Absent at Tanjour. 

16*’’ May—Came in the following Letter from Colonel Coote Commanding 
the Army in the Field. 

To.— The Hon’ble the President and Council of Fort S* George. 
Gentlemen,— 

I had the honor of your Letters, of the 2”^ and 6“*. On the 11“* at Night, 

Letter from Colonel Coote commanding the G party of the Enemy, Consisting of abou*. 
Army in the Field. 100 Europeans, 60 Hnssars, and two or 

three Companies of Seapoys marched from Ariacopang, to Cuddalore, entered 
that place and carried away (as I am informed) about 60 or 70 Sailors, out of 
the Hospital, which were all that were able to walk. Ensign Leaber who 
Commanded, and had sufficient notice of their coming, throws the blame on 
the Sailors who continued with him under Arms, till towards morning, then 
went away to the Hospital, saying they did not come on shore to fight, he 
acquaints me that he Killed one man, and made a Topaz, and 7 Seapoys, 

The Enemy make an attack upon Cnddalore and PnSOnerS. On tllC 12*“ I Sent tO Cudda- 
carry ofE.some of the »eamen from the Hospital lore, Sllin.ll Iron 3 pOUnder, With 2 
Companies of Seapoys and 20 European Cavalry under the Command of Lieuten¬ 
ant Fitzgerald, who arrived there at 12 o’Olock at Night. At four in the morning, 
the French again entered Cuddalore, Colonel D’ Arembour commanded the 
party. It was Compsed of the India Battalion consisting of 200 Men, 50 
Grenadiers from the Marines,2 Companies of Seapoys, which might make 100 
men and 100 European Horse. Our force in the Town was Captain Manly 
with 60 Marines, an Officer, and 20 European Cavalry, 2 Officers with 600 
Seapoys, and a 3 pounder. By the accounts, I have received from thence 
(which at present are a little confused) the Enemy came unawares upon them, 
and the first alarm they had was, their Drumbeating in Town, on which our 
people got as fast as tliey could under arms, and defended themselves at first, 
tolerably well, and obliged the French to retire. Soon after they return, run 
up, and took our Cannon from us. Towards morning, they retired to Ariacop¬ 
ang. lieut. Fitzgerald with his Horse, fell in their Rear, and obliged them to 

A Capt. of Laiiy'x Kesrimemt and 4 Europeans on ahandan the cannon j had WO been 
ihe;sideof the Enemy killed. properly Supported, that whole party, 

would have fallen into our hands. We killed them, Cap* M allin of Lally's 
Regiment, and 4 Europeans, we took 6 European prisoners, two of whom 
are wounded. Our loss is oue Subedar, Killed, one Jemmidar, and 20 Seapoys 
wounded. I have ordered M*. Turner there in the room of M'. Leaber, who 
is to return here, in order to give me, an account gf his behaviour. As we may 
expect deserters from the Enemy I have formed a Scheme (which I hope will 
answer ) of making all the deserters, who come in a free Company, and who 
are to do no duty in the Line. I have two Gentlemen here, whose names 
are Martin; They have been very. ill treated by M*. Lally. I have all the 
reason in the World to believe them men of Spirit. They have al¬ 
ready been of Service to me and are willing to go upon any desperate 

parposes forming the deserters from the French 
into a Free Company. 

339 F. D. 
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Action. These I would put at the head of this party, One of them, with the 

pay of Lieutenant, the other with that of 

Two getlemen from Pondichery came off to without any kind of rank Or Oom- 

the Army, report their having received ill usage jamipU miou . j-i,* T 

from Mr Lally; proposals of Colonel Coote to mission, in OUr borviCG, tO tJllS 1 DOpG, 
put them at the head of the French Company, Jj^ve nO objection, aS I am Very 

well convinced, it is the best usel can put those kind of people to. I beg 
your Answer to this as soon as possible. 

I have the honor to he with great respect, and Esteem, 

• Head Quarters Gentlemen, 

AT Waldoor. Tour most obedient and most humble Servant, 

24“ May 1760. EYRE COOTE. 


To which was returned an answer, as follows:— 

To.— Eyre Coote, Esq', Commaader-in Chief of the Land Forces on the Coast, 

Sir,— 

We are favoured with your Letter of the 14“ & are much concerned, to 
Letter to Colonel Coote Commanding the ohserve the SuCCeSS, wi til mucll the Enemy, 
Army in the Field. cxecuted their design against Cuddalore. 

If the place is thus exposed to continual Insults, the Admiral, had better not, 
trust his People ashore; Either this should he resolved upon, or else the Town 
should be put, into a good posture of defence, and the Army, so posted, as to 
cover it from the attacks of the Enemy. We shall he obliged to you. Sir, for 
your opinion on this Subject. 

We approve entirely, of your employing Mess'® de S‘ Martin, in the 
, • .1 j I 4 manner you propose. The deserters thus 

formed into a separate Body, will not have 
an opportunity, of doing us any material prejudice, if they should have ill de¬ 
signs, and on the other hand, it may he a means, of engaging them, to serve 
us with more Attachment. 

We are with great Esteem, 

Poet S‘ George, Sir, 

16 “* May 1760. Tour most obedient humble Servants, 

GEORGE PIGOT, &' Council. 


Received the following letters viz ;—One from Colonel Coote Commanding 
the Army in the Field. 

To—The H'on’ble the President and Council of Port S‘ George. 

Gentlemen,— 

On the 19“ at 9 o’ Clock at Night the French assembled at Oulgareyj 

Letter from Colonel Coote commending the . Grenadiers of their Army, Lally’s 

Army in the Field. Regiment, and a Picquet, which made up 

about 700 Infantry, they had 150 Cavalry, 400 Seapoys, and 4 pieces Cannon. 

A strong detachment from Pondichery makes Captain Gahageu Commanded j they march- 
another attack upon Cuddalore and are repulsed ed immediately to Cuddalore, which place 

. they attacked at J past 6 o Clock in the 

morning of the 20“ and entered at the three Bastions, between Brachmine 
Gate, and Thollumhrum, they made five attacks on the Traverses, that secured 
the Hospital, and were repulsed by Ensign Turner and the Seapoys, they left 
dead on the spot, two Ofldeers, and 5 private, with a good number of Seapoys, 
they were pursued by him^ to to the Pollar River, where the Horse, and cannon, 
were halted, to cover their Retreat. There were, no Marines,or Sailors ashore; 
The admiral, sent armed boats, some time after the Return of Ensign Turner 
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from the Pursuit, which were immediately ordered on board again. By certain 
accounts, I have received from Pondichery, as well as finding, sereral of their 
dead thrown into Ditches, the Enemy has lost 60 men. Our loss is very in¬ 
considerable, a few Seapoys killed and wounded. A small field piece I sent, 
arrived two hours before the attack, which with the one there before, were of 
great Service. The Enemy, must certainly think that our having Guddalore, 
is of great disadvantage to them, otherwise they would not risque so much to 
destroy it, which I hear was their Intention, had they taken possession of it. 
If I had intelligence time enough of their intentions, most likely I should 
have been able, to have cut them off, however I think we are able to continue 
this method of fighting, as long as they please, that is, their Europeans against 
our Seapoys, I cannot too much commend Ensign Turner’s behaviour on this 
occasion. The Admiral, as well as most of the Gentlemen, of the Fleet, have 
wrote to me in his favor, which I hope will be a means, of his being soon 
promoted to a Lieutenancy. To-morrow or the next day I shall send the only 
Engineer I have, Mac Mahon, to inspect into the state of Guddalore, and 
to order any little necessaries, for its further defence, as the ^Admiral, seems 
uneasy, having his people on shore, he likewise mentions, getting some small 
Gannon from Karical with proper Ammunition, for a further Security which 
I do not think would be amiss. We have had no deserters come in lately, 
make no doubt, of our having a good many after this affair; Our men still 
continue to be sickly, my Regiment in particular, so that I should be glad to 
have, what recovered men there are at Madras, of the King’s Gorps, sent out to 
join us. 

I have the honor to be with great Esteem and Respect, 
Head Quabteiis Gentlemen, 

AT Waldook, Tfour most obedient humble Servant, 

22^^ May 1760. 

EYRE COOTE. 

P.8. —Ensign Turner has just now informed me that he took 22 Stands of 
Arms, from the French, in the last attack; If any of the Seapoy clothing is 
finished, I beg you will sent it out immediately having Some reasons for this 
request. 


Monday, 26 “* May. 

At a Gonsultation, Present : 

George Pigot, Esq*., Governor^ President. 
John Smith. 

Dawsonne Drake. 

Samuel Abdley. 


John Andrews. 

Richard Fairfield. . 

Gharles Turner. 

M*. Bourchier, Absent at Tanjour. 

M“. Vansittart, Absent with leave. 

To—The Hon’hle the President and Council of Fort St. George, 
Gentlemen,— 

By a letter I this moment, received from Admiral Steevens, he informs me 
Letter from Colonel Coots commanding the that Dis Majesty S Ship the Salisbury t 
Army in the Field. With the Patty Tender and Brittannia 

Snow have joined his fleet being 15 days from Bombay, having on board His 
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Majesty’s Train of Artillery, from thence, the Commanding Officer of 
which Captain Maitland has sent me a Jleturn, which I now enclose you; 
The Admiral, likwise informs me, he has sent a packet for you, with the Brit- 
tania Snow, and that he intends Keeping the Artillery till such time, as he hears 
from you, or me. I have therefore taken upon me, to desire they may be landed 
at Cuddalore, in order to join the Camp. All their baggage, exclusive of field 
Equipage, to be sent round to Madras. I have no Accounts of Stores, or any¬ 
thing else; however, I hope they have brought sufficient to answer our expecta¬ 
tions. 

I am with respect and Esteem, 

Head Quarters Waldoor, Gentlemen, 

23rd May 1760. Your most obedient and most humble Servant, 

EYRE COOTE. 


« » « « « 

Monday, 9tb June. 

At a Consultation, Present : 

George Pigot, Esq., Governor, Fresident, 
John Smith. 

Dawson NE Drake. 

Henry Vansittart. 

Samuel Ardlet. 


John Andrews. 

Richard Eairfield. 

Charles Turner. 

M*. Bourchibr, Absent. 

The following Letter from Colonel Coote, Commanding the Army in the 
Pield read:— 

To—The Hon'ble the President and Council of Fort St. George. 

Gentlemen,— 

I had the honor of your letters, of the and 2“®, I am sorry it is not in 

Letter from Colonel Coote Commanding the my pOWer immediately tO comply With 

Army in the Field. Capt. Smith’s demands, for I am as much 

distressed, as he possibly can for good Serjeants. It gives me the greatest 

The Serjeants wanted at Triohenopoly cannot CODCem, to find the lOSS We have Sustained 

be spared. On the coast of Sumatra, hut we cannot 

expect to be successful! every where. I think the Gentlemen there have done 
extremely well, in securing the Treasure, and preventing the Enemy, from 
reaping any advantage by the Captures. I make no manner of doubt, of the 
ttwUi ot youT Intelligewce in regard to the Dutch assisting our Enemies, as it 
is very certain, they would assfet (heir own, could they get any thing by it. 

satisfaction, that -you a’p^xove of my method, of forming the 
Erench Troopers, and I hope it will Answer my intention which is, the good of 
the Service. I think as you do, in regard to sending parties of Black horse, 
and Seapoys, to distress the Enemy, about Gingee, but at the same time, have 
it not in my power. The protection of Cnddalore only, takes away from my 
force 700 Seapoys and 100 black horse; and the constant, attention 1 am 
obliged to have to the blockading the Enemy, takes up daily 800 black horse 
In yours of the 2“^ I have the honor of a copy of Cap* Mattheson’s Letter 
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It is certain his demand is just, as his Ship uras in sight, during the Siege, and 

CoionelCoote'BopiDionofthc demand of tbo ready to ^ve US all the Assistance, in Ws 
(ffioerB & orew of His Majesty’8 Ship Faimouik power had 1 Wanted it, but for my part I 
foi a share of the Plunder at AUumpam. do not know of anything that was there 

except Military Stores, and a very good bed of Oysters, which last is the only 
plunder, that has ever been divided amongst us all, of which, he is very wel¬ 
come to a part, tho’ according to the present system, I do not find the Army 
or Navy is to be benefited by any Capturcs whatever, taken in this part of 
India. 

1 have the honor to be with great Respect and Esteem, 

fTTgA-n Quabtees, Gentlemen, 

At Waldooe, Tour most obedient and most humble Servant, 

6“ June l?eO. EYRE COOTE. 

And the President lays before the Board, the following Letter he has just 
received from Colonel Coote 

To—George Fioot, Esq. 


Sib,— 

Inclosed is Copy of Letter, I have just now received from Kistna Row; 

LetterfromColonelCootetothePresident. ?l»puld the forces noW with Hidronaique 

join the French Army, or those at Gingee, 
and lay upon our back, I shall be obliged, instead of continuing the blockade of 
.... ., Pondichery, to move the Army, nearer 

Kistna Row, the Nabob a Amuldar retires on .. P . j v . niAanu d-ivp thp 

the approach of the Mysorians towards Tagada. 1^6 iJOrt, anu oy mat means give me 

Enemy, an opportunity of throwing 
whatever they please into Pondichery, or march away in order to prevent myself, 
from being cut off from all provisions. As I have had no directions to supply 
Kistna Row, with Ammunition, he must remain without it, unless orders are given 
relative to it. You will see by his Letter that he has retired, and of course 
all that Country left open. Our men continue to be extremely sickly, we have 
„ ., .... already lost above 60, and there are now 

Great sic ness m e tmj. capable, of doing the least 

duty. I must again take the liberty to repeat the necessity of sending all the 
Europeans, that can be spared from Madras, to the Army, otherwise I must 
be upon the defensive, instead of acting offensively. These Affairs are of such 
consequence at this time, that no delay ought to be given. I expect by my 
Intelligence, I have received, that the Mysorians, will be very near me, before 
you receive this letter. Captain Kirkpatrick being gone away wounded, and 
Captain Campbell given over, there is nobody at the head of the Cavalry, so 
that I beg Captain Vasserot, may be ordered out, or another appointed in his 
room, as that Body is now useless, for want of proper officers; likewise, that 
you will order out every other officers, whose duty is to be in Camp. 

I am, 


Head Qttabtebs, 

Waldoob, 

7 “ June 1760. 


SlB, 

Your most obedient humble Servant, 
EYRE COOTE. 


Copy of a Letter from Kietn^ Bow, received the 7tb of Jane 1760. 

I am informed that 2,000 Horse, and some Seapoys, are arrived at Tagada 
Copy of Letter fiomK iatna Bow to Colonel On the 4th; I remained at Ooloondoor pet- 
Coote.' tah till the 6th at night, when I found 

some of them very near me, and thought proper to go to Yerdachellum Fort, 
F.D. 
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for want of Musquet Ammunition. I wrote several times for reinforcements, 
but have received none. The Enemy intends to march, with the above party 
near to Pondichery and Waldoor. I beg you will be pleased, to order soon, a 
strong detachment of Europeans, Seapoys, and Horse, with proper Artillery 
and Stores; I will join them, and beat the Enemy. It is certain that their 
horse are arrived at Tagada. 

«»»*•«* 

HENRY VANSITTART. 

RICHARD FAIRPIELD. 

SAMUEL ARDLEY. 

CHARLES TURNER. 

GEORGE PIGOT. 

JOHN SMITH. 

DAWSONNE DRAKE. 


To— EtEB CooTB, Esq., Commander-in-Chief of the Land Forces on the Coast. 

« 

SlE,— 

The necessary Agreements having been made with the Nabob, concerning 

the Sum he is to furnish towards the pay- 
• the Army ment of the Expences of the War, and 

® “ ■ the discharge of his debt to the Company, 

we now are to acquaint you, that the management of all the countries, 
excepting the Company’s Jageer Lands of Poonamallee, S‘. Thome, and Triven- 
duporam, will depend for the future entirely on him (the Nabob) to whom 
you will be pleased to furnish accordingly, the necessary assistance on all such 
occasions. 

The Nabob being thus placed in all the authority be wished, gives hopes that 

The Nabob’s Army to assemble at WondiwasL by collecting the forces of the Country he 

will be able to prevent for the future any 
Incursions or Disturbances of the Country Powers, and in order to oppose in 
the most effectual manner the present Attempts of the Mysorians, he purposes 
to march from hence, in two or three days, and having assembled what Force 
he can near Wondiwash, he will proceed further Southward to join Kistna 
Row, and then use his Endeavors to push the Mysorians back into their own 
country. 

To strengthen the Nabob’s Army, as much as our present Circumstances 

Measures taken for Strenjrtbening the Nabob’s admit, we have Ordered ^ptain 

army under the Command of Capt. Preston. i rBStOIl tO ECCOlUpdliy Oini With an Officer, 

or two more, and two Companies of 
Seapoys from hence, we have ordered two Companies of Seapoys, out of the three 
now at Terpetty, to join him and have wrote also to Captain Airey, to act in 
conjunction with him. Whilst these forces are assembling. Captain Airey is 
directed to distress the Enemy, as much as be can, by a body of Seapoys, to be 
maintained out of the Districts, in the manner he did for some months before, 
and the necessary directions for this purpose, are sent to the Renter, Jaffer 
Hussen Cawn. Copy of orders to Captain Airey, and Jaffer Hussen Cawn are 
enclosed for your perusal. 

We have ordered Captain Alisieu, to prepare four of the brass Field Pieces, 
now in his Garrison, to march with the Nabob. We must depend on you Sir 
to send him an officer, or two of the Artillery, with the necessary number of 
men, for this service, and as the recovered men of the Regiments, would by 
no means be proper, for composing a flying Camp, as this will be of Captain 
Preston’s, therefore we have ordered all those to join the Army, and recommend 
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to you, to send to Wondiwash, about a hundred (if you think it can be safely 
done) of such men, as you judge most capable of the fatigues of this Service. 

To second these Preparations, against the Mysorians, we have directed 
Captain Eichard Smith, to march with the Nabob's, and the Company’s Troops 
from Trichenopoly, into the Districts of Caroor, belonging to the Mysore King; 
and XJsoff Gawn is in the same manner to send a force against Dindigul, another 
Dependance, on the Mysore King. 

We hope the Godolphitit has by this time, joined the Squadron, and 
landed the Troops designed to be emWked on her, and as it is high time to 
expect our Ships from Europe, we have dispatched the Sloop, to cruize 

for them ofl Ceylon, and have sent a Letter by her, of which we have also lodged 
copies at all the Windward Ports, directing the Commanders to fall in with 
the Squadron, and to land at Cuddalore, or Alumparva, the Troops they may 
have on board in case you shall think proper so to direct. We have taken this 
precaution, that in case they should bring any Eegimented Troops, or dis¬ 
ciplined Companies of Men, you may have their Assistance, as soon as possible, 
but if they should have only Recruits, you will no doubt, think with us, that they 
should proceed to Madras, to be clothed, and Armed, and put into some order, 
before they join the Army. 

The Tartar Sloop, has brought from Bengal, a 13 Inch Mortar and 160 
Shells, these She is to carry to the Squadron, and we have desired the Admiral, 
to order them on board one of the Ships, there to remain untill you may have 
occasion for their Service, and then to land them, where you may direct, which 
will save the trouble, of sending these Stores overland. 

We are with great Esteem, 

Fort St. George. Sir, 

14'* Jme 1760. * Tour most obedient humble Servants, 

GEORGE PIGOT, &o.. Council. 


To—The Hon’ble the President and Conucil of Fort St. George. 

Gentlemen,— 

I this day had the honor of your Letter of the 10th, and by what I can 
Letter from Colonel Coote commanding the find, no great number of the Mysorians, 
Army in the Field. are come to Tagada, but they report that 

there are a good many on their march, and that this is only the first division. 
I wrote sometime ago to their Chief, to desire to know on what account, he 
has come into the Country, and that I only waited for an Answer, to send an 
Army, to destroy him, if he came to join our Enemies. I have not yet received 
his Answer. I have sent away Lieutenant Martin, with the French free company, 
consisting of 40 men, 25 Cofirees, one small Iron field piece, manned by 5 French 

The French free Company detached against a GunncrS, twO Companies of ScapOyS, and 
party of the Mysorians arrived at Tagada. 100 black horse. I had an aCCOUnt from 

M'. Martin, of their safe Arrival at Villeporam yesterday, but tho’ I ordered 
Kistna Row some time ago to march to that place from Verdachellum, whither 
he had retired, he is not as yet arrived; as soon as they join, I have ordered 
them to march directly towards Tagada, to engage the Mysorean Rabble there, 
and cover the Country. I have a great opinion of this party and think it will 
answer every end proposed. I am vastly pleased to find the Nabob is to appear 
in the field, and hope Mahomed Usoff Cawn-, will put in Execution, your Orders 
in regard to attacking the Mysore Coimtry, on the side of Madura, which 
must answer extremely well should they persist, in their Intentions, of giving 
us trouble here. I enclose you for your perusal, M*. Stevenson, the Engineer's 
letter to me this day, by which you will find, that no time has been lost thro’ 
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any neglect of mine, in endeavouring to demolish Allumparva. I do not know 
of any utility it has been to the Army, except by the goodness of the air it 
has recovered some of our OflScers, and preventing the Dutch at Sadras, from 
supplying the French with provisions; as soon as you give orders relative to the 
demolition of it, I shall see that they are put in Execution. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect and Esteem, 


Waldoob, Gentlemen, 

Head Qxtabtebs, Your most obedient and most humble Servant, 

1^* Jme 1760, EYRE COOTE. 


Copy of a Letter from M* Stevenson, Engineer to Colonel Coote. 

SlE,— 

It was the 26*’' of last month, before I was able to begin the mining of 

Letter from Mr, Stevenson, Assistant Engineer this place, being obliged to send to Madras, 
to Colonel Coote. for the Tools and People, necessary; they 

are at present at Work on the North Front, which if you think proper, shall be 
mined so as to destroy the whole Curtain, as well as the Towers; in all the other 
Fronts, it will be very difficult to destroy the Curtains, as they are too thin, to 
allow any great Excavation, being made by mines; there is a Ramp of Earth, 
state of the mines preparing at AUnmparva in against the North Curtain, whlch will 
order to demolish the Fort. make it ea^ enough to be destroyed, and 

I think that and all the Towers in the other Fronts being levelled, will ruin 
the place so far that it will never, be worth an Enemy’s while to Repair it. 
The Towers, are an entire mass of Masonry, which will make it tedious min¬ 
ing, and take up a great quantity of powder. You told me when I was at Camp, 
that I must get the Ealledar’s Powder from Wondiwash, I should be obliged 
to you, for your Order for it, that I may send for it. I shall endeavor to get the 
Plans of Wondiwash, Earical, Chellumbrum, and Yerdachellum ready to send 
you, before the Europe Ship is dispatched. 

1 have the honor to be, 

Alltjmfabva, Sib, 

June 1760. Your most obedient and most humble Servant, 

. WILLIAM STEVENSON. 


To the above Letter received from Colonel Coote, was returned the follow¬ 
ing answer 

To—E yeb Coote, Esq., Commander-in>Chief of the Land Forces on the Coast. 

Sib,— 

This morning, we have receive^ your favor of the 12*''. The letter we had 
Letter to Colonel Coote commandiiig the Army the pleasure, to Write you yesterday, wiU 
in the Field. acquaint you with all the measures we 

redtoSonel(S)Jte?°^*““°^ Allumparva refer- opposing the MySOieanS. 

As to Allumparva, if by its Situation, it 
answers the end, of doing the least Service, to your Sick Officers, and men, it 
could not be employed to any purpose, that would give us more Satisfaction, 
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and we leave it to you, to keep it iu its present Condition, as long as you think 


proper. 

We are with great Esteem, 


Sib, 

FoBT St. Geobge, 

Your most obedient humble Servants^ 

74“ June 1760. 

GEORGE PIGOT, &•., Council. 

• • 

• • • • 


To->The Hou’ble the Presideat and Council of Fott St. George. 

Gentlemen,— 

I have just now received Intelligence, that the French have delivered the 

Letter from Colonel Coote commanding the Army Fort of Tagada, to the MySOreanS whose 

in the Field. . ^^ Armv is encamped, near that place, consist- 

tofhf^ygQrwns.”^”*^* * iug of 200 Europeans and Topasses, 2,000 

strength of the Mysore Army. Hotse, 2,000 Seapoys, and eight pieccs 

of Cannons; nothwithstanding the repeated orders I sent to Kistna Row, to join 
M'. Martin’s party, it has not yet been done; had this been effected, and my 
p lan pursued, it might have prevented a great deal of trouble, which I now 
must have with these people. I beg some method, may be taken, to obviate, 
the difficulties, on this Account, which must appear to you, as well as to 
myself. 

1 have the honor to be with great Esteem and Respect, 

Gentlemen, 


Head Qtjabtees Waldoob, 
75“ June 1760. 


Your most obedient humble Servant, 
EYRE COOTE. 


To—The Hon'ble the Presideat aud Council of Fort St. George. 

Gentlemen,— 

I did myself the honor to write to you last night, when I informed you of 
Letter from. Colonel Coote, Commanding the Army the Intelligence, I received from Tagada J 
in the Field. as it has not been corroborated to-day, 

cannot vouch for the certainty of it. Your Letters of the 13“ and 14“, are 
just come to hand, with the Copy of your letter to Captain Airey, and your 
Orders, to the Chetteput, and Trinomely Renters, by which I find every 
effectual method, has been taken, in regard to the Mysoreans, who I dare say 
will not long remain in this Country. I congratulate you on the arrival, of 
His Majesty’s Ships Norfolk, and Panther, and the good news they bring with 
them, of the Success of our Arms, in America, as well as in Europe. As all 
my dispatches, from Europe, are on board the Onslow, beg you will favor me 
with any particular news, you may have received. I am told, that there are 
Draughts to be sent out for Colonel Draper’s and my Regiment. 

I have the honor to be with great Respect and Esteem, 
Head Quabtebs Waldoor, Gentlemen, 

76“ June 1760, Your most obedient and most humble Servant, 

EYRE COOTE. 

P.S .—Since I wrote the above, the delivering up of Tagada to the Myso¬ 
reans is confirmed. 


GoTernment of India Central Printing Office.—-No. 276 F. 12*3«95.—20. 




[ Military Contultation, General No. 10,1759, ] 

At a Consultation Present : 

George Pigot, Esqr., Gopemor, Preaidentt 
Henry Pownet, 

William Perceval, 

Charles Bourchier, 

Stringer Lawrance, 

John Smith, 

Fort S George, John Pibus, 

iS'* February 1759, Henry Van Sittart. 

The Council having at the Commencement of the Siege delegated all 
their authority to the Governor that so the Publick Service might not receive 
any Prejudice by the delay which must have necessarily attended the assem¬ 
bling the Council upon every Emergency. That danger being happily passed 
by the Retreat of the Enemy the 17‘'* Instant, the Council again resume 
their proper Functions. The President assuring them of his grateful Sense of 
the Confidence they were pleased to repose in him, and the whole Council at 
the same time acknowledging with thankfulness the good Effects of his Acti¬ 
vity during the Siege. 

GEORGE PIGOT, 

HENRY POWNEY, 
STRINGER LAWRANCE, 
JOHN SMITH, 

CHA* BOURCHIER, 

JOHN PYBUS, 

HENRr VANSITTART. 

At a Consultation Present : 

George Pigot, Esqr., Governor, President, 

Henry Powney, 

William Perceval, 

Charles Bourchier, 

Stringer Lawrance, 

John Smith, 

John Ptbus, 

Henry Van Sittart. 

Tuesday, the 20“* February 1759. 

* * * « « » »■ 

The following I^etter received during the Siege, one from the Select Com¬ 
mittee at Bengal, the other from several of the Petty Officers of the Frigate 
870 P. D. 
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who were taken Prisoners at Fort S‘ David, and have been since exchanged, 
are Ordered to he here enter’d. 


To tbe Hon’ble Gbobge Piqot, Eeq^, President and Governor, Members 

of tbe Select Committee. 


Hon’ble Sib and Siks, 

We have been favoured with your letter of the 10th October by the 
. c,, . « ... . o . London and now take the Opportunity of 

Letter from the Select Committee at Bengal. . . j. xx 

® Assuring you that next to the Affairs of 
Bengal those of the Garnatick have always engaged our most Serious Atten¬ 
tion & should upon all occasions receive the greatest Assistance we are able 
to afford—but if we sbou’d give directions to Col. Forde to proceed to your 
Settlement at this Juncture, & the French Squadron shou’d return on the 
Coast prior to ours—they wou’d have it in their power to embark their Troops 
and come down hither directly, which Step in the Weak Situation we must 
then he, must end in our absolute ruin. 

We are to Bequest that you will keep a Sloop or Vessel in readiness to dis¬ 
patch to Col. Forde at a minutes warning in case the French Squadron 
should arrive on the Coast before ours, who upon such advice has our Orders to 
return hither without loss of time. But if our Squadron shou’d be on the 
Coast before that of the enemy & Col. Forde shou’d meet with Success in 
the Decan, and We have no disturbances in this Province, We shall direct him 
to proceed to you. 

As it may he essential for Col. Forde to come hack with the utmost 
Expedition, and the Europe ships now with him being shortly expected here, 
We are to desire that, if you shou’d have any China Ships laying at Madrass 
unemployed, you will dispatch one or two of them to him. 

We have acquainted the President & Co. with your want of Provisions, 
who will embrace every Opportunity of supplying you. 


We are, 

Hon’blb Sir & Sirs, 

Your most obedient humble Servants, 

BOBERT CLIVE, 

W“ WATTS. 

RICH” BECHER. 


23^ December 1738. 
Fort William, 


P. (S'.—The detachment of the Kings Troops which arrived on the Warren 
will he returned to you by that Ship which we hope will be dispatch’d in a few 
days. 
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At a CoNSUliTATioN, Present .* 

George Pigot, Esqr., Governor, President, 
Stringer Lawrance, 

Charles Boijrchier, 

Henry Van Sittart, 

Mr. Perceval, Indisposed, 

John Smith, 

John Pybhs. 


Wednesday, the 28*** February 1759. 

To the Hon’ble George Pigot, Esqr., President &“ Council of Fort St. George. 
Gentlemen, 

Since our Letter of the 26*'* We have received Copy of your Letter to 

Letter from the Select Committee at Port William Oolouel Pordo of the I?*" December, this 
Advise of their Intentions to send the Kings Detach- haS induCed US tO alter the TcilOr Of OUr 
meat on the Warren and further eucconr if possible. Instructions tO Ool. Porde, Copy of wMch 

is enclosed. 

Altho’ We had resolved to detain the King’s detachment the Advices received 
from your Presidency has determined us to forward it on with Captain Glover with 
the utmost dispatch as also twelve Volunteers lately arrived from England, & 
should We not be in the utmost danger from our Enemys in the North, We shall 
also dispatch to you in a few days on the Bombay Castle a compleat Company 
consisting of a hundred Europeans, Kank & Pile, raised & Commanded by the 
late Robert Delaval & now commanded by his Brother Capt. Henry Delaval. You 
may be assured We will Support you to the utmost agsunst Mr. Lally’s 
Designs, which We flatter ourselves will be entirely frustrated by the Garrison 
you now have in Madrass. 

A Letter under date the 12*'* May has been received from the Court 
of Directors by which they have enjoined that during the Invesment 
of any of their Settlements, the power should no longer be lodged in the 
Council. The Duplicate of which Letter We have thought necessary to 
transmit to you. 

We are. 

Gentlemen, 

Tour most Obedient humble Servants, 
ROBERT OLIVE, 

0. MANNINGHAM, 
RICH°‘BECHER, 

W. PRANKLAND. 

Port William, 

The 2&'‘ January 1759. 


To Lieutenant Colonel Francis Forde. 


Sir, 

Since our Letter of Congratulation wrote you on the Victory gained by 
you the 7“*, We have heard with inflnite concern from Mr. Andrews of the 
disagreements between you & the Rajah by which the further progress of 
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your Arms has been retarded & your design on Metchlepatam suspended for 
the present if not wholly impeded. As we look upon being on good terms 
with the Bajah to he of the utmost importance towards promoting the scheme 
we ought principally to have in view, We most earnestly recommend it to you 
to use your utmost Endeavours to make up matters with him, and in case he 
shou’d not he able or willing to defray the Eicpences of the Expedition rather 
than fall out with him the Company must bear the whole charge themselves; 
& in Order to enable you to carry on your measures We now send you by the 
Mermaid Sloop 3500 Qold Mohurs & a larger sum shall soon follow on the 
Warren. 

The Officers are not to imagine they will always have double Batta, & as 
the Company are likely to be put to an Extraordinary Expence, We desire that 
whenever the Troops are sent into Garrison every unnecessary Allowance such 
as Batta may Cease. 

The news from Madrass is of such a Nature that We think it necessary to 
direct you, shoul’d the French continue before that place & you not likely to 
make yourself Master of Metchlepatam, to dispatch Capi Samson thither 
with as large a force as you can spare, taking care to keep with yourself a body 
sufficient to maintain what you have acquired. But shou’d you learn of the 
Enemy being retired from before Madrass We then desire, if you have any pros¬ 
pect of Success, you wou’d prosecute the Siege of Metchlepatam with Vigor 
& follow the directions We have before given you in proceeding to the 
Coast. 


We are. 

Sir, 

Your most obed. Servants, 


R. C. 


C. M. 

R. B. 

W. F. 

Fort William ; 

The 26* January 1759, 

*•«*««« 

March 1'^ 

Wrote and Sign’d Letters to the Select Committee at Bengal, Bombay & 
the Chief at Anjengo (with a letter to be inclosed in each to the Hon’ble 
Court of Directors in order to be forwarded from those Places) also to Admiral 
Pocock & to Colonel Forde, pursuant to a Minute of Consultation the 20*** 
Ultimo as follow— 


To the Hon’ble Bobebt Cute Bsq'., and the other Gentlemen of the Select Committee at 

Bengal. 

Gentlemen, 

Accompanying This you will receive another Letter from us under date the 
T .. . .V c , . n * n , Ultimo from which & a duplicate 

Letter to the Select Committee at Bengal. « a j • i? t 

of our Advices of the Januaiy therein 
inclosed You will learn the particulars of our Situation to that Time. We 
have now the pleasure to acquaint you of the happy Change we have experienced 
since, in obliging the Enemy to raise the Siege. Our expected Succours from 
Bombay arrived with us the Id*"* of February in the evening & the next 
Morning by break of day we had the Satisfaction of seeing the Enemy retreat 
with their whole Force. We were inclined to impute this motion of theirs to 
the Arrival of our fleet, but by an intercepted Letter since from Mr. Lally to 
the Governor at Pondichery (copy of which is in the accompanying Packet to 
our Hon’ble. Masters left open for your perusal) it appears to have been 
resolved on some days before The Destruction of our Black Town, however. 
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was fortunately thereby prevented & the Enemy’s retreat rendered undoubted¬ 
ly more Frecepitate, as they left behind them several Barrels of Powder 
Serviceable Guns, & Carriages & many other stores: What Force they 
have remaining We can at present give no certain account of, but have reason 
to believe it pretty considerable although their loss before this place must have 
been great. A Confinement of Sixty Seven days within our Walls & exposed 
for forty three to a very warm fire must you may imagine not only have dimi¬ 
nished our Garrison very considerably, but deprived us of many of the neces¬ 
sary means for taking the Field as soon as we could have wished, indeed the 
Country about us has been so long ravaged both by the Enemy and our Black 
Army, that it is much to be fear’d Our Troops will find it difficult to subsist. 
They have been some time encamped upon Choultry Plain & will be in redi- 
ness to move further in a day or two; The greatest part of the Enemy’s Force 
is now at Arcot and the Country thereabouts, where a Body of Morattas which 
lately enter’d the Province under Gopaul Hary, a Moratta General, who has we 
hear given them some Molestation. We shall write you again in a few days 
by the Sloops which brought us the Kings Troops, & your Letters of the 25'“, 
2^“ & 29‘“ January, & only for the present recommend to your Care the 
inclosed Packet for our Honble. Masters which we hope will be in time to 
be forwarded from your place by the ships of this season. 

We are, 

Gentlemen, 

Your most Obedient humble Servants, 
GEORGE PIGOT, &“ • COUNCIL. 

Fort S‘ George, 

1“ March 1759. 

P, S .—We have not received the Copy of our Honble. Masters Orders 
to your Presidency mention’d to be inclosed in your Letter of the 26‘“ January. 

At a Consultation, Present: 

George Pigot, Esq*., Governor^ President, 

John Smith, 

Charles Bourchier, 

Henry VanSittart, 

Samuel Ardley, 

John Pybus, 

Richard Fairfield, 

Charles Turner, 

Colonel Lawrance, absent. 


Wednesday, 28*** March. 

Wrote and Sign’d the following Letters to the Select Committee at Bengal, 
and Colonel Forde pursuant to this days Resolution. 

To the Hoa’ble Bobbbt Cuvk, Esq''., and the other Gentlemen of the Select Committee at 

Fort William. 


Gentlemen, 

Letter to the Select Committee at Bengal. 


Inclosed is Duplicate of our last under 
date the 6*“ Instant. 


2“* Para. —Our Army has advanced near to Conjeveram, in which Place 
the Enemy yet remain with their collected Force, but do not seem inclined to 
quit their Post and hazard an Engagement in the Field, and as we have not 
870 P. D. 
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seen the further Succours you give us room to expect in your Letter of the 26'** 
January, their Numbers are still so far superiour to ours, that we cannot 
prudently venture to attack them on their own Terms. 

4^** Paka. —The Guddalore Schooner had orders to remain o£E the Armagan 
to wait for the Warren till the IS*** Instant, she is not yet returned, a Vessel 
that left Vizagapatam the 4* Inst, arrived here three days ago, by which we 
learn the Warren had not been there when she sail’d. 

3^.—We have received two Letters from Col. Porde, the last dated the 
19“^ Instant, advises of great Uneasiness among his men for want of money and 
presses for a supply of a Lack of Rupees and a Reinforcement of two hundred 
Men. The Money we have resolved to send him by Capt. Wedderburn although 
the State of our Treasury is so exceeding low that we fear we shall be under a 
necessity of breaking in upon the Stock of the China Ship, but as to Men we 
are with our whole Porce so barely capable of keeping the Pield against the 
Enemy, that were we to make the Detachment desired, we shou’d be in prudence 
obliged to order our Army to Retreat into Garrison and leave the Enemy in 
possession of every thing without the walls. 

We are, 

Gentlemen, 

Your most Obedient Humble Servants, 
GEORGE PIGOT Council. 


Port S’^ George, 

58'* March 1759. 

« « « « « « « 

At a Consultation, Present: 

George Pigot, Esq*., Governor^ Freaident^ 

John Smith, 

Charles Bourchieb, 

Henry VanSittart, 

Samuel Abdley, 

Stringer Lawbance, 

John Pybus. 

Richard Paibfibld. 

Charles Turner. 


Monday, 9**^ April. 

Received by the Ship Warren the following Letter from the Select Com¬ 
mittee at Bengal. 

To the Honourable Geosqb Pigot, Esq'., President, &'• Council of Port S* George. 
Gentlemen, 

We enclose triplicate of our Letter of the 26* with Copy of our Instruc- 

Lptter from the Select Committee at Bengal defer tions to Col. Pordo & Duplicate of OUr 
sending us a.,, further Reinforcement. letter of the 29* siuce wWch We have the 

pleasure to learn from Mr. M'Guire who arrived the 16* Inst, from Viza¬ 
gapatam that Colonel Porde had amicably adjusted all disputes with the Rajah 
& they were both on their March to Metchlepatam where Mens' Conflans 
had collected together the remains of his Army. We flatter ourselves he will 
shortly be in possession of that place and having no more Enemys in the 
Decan that he will immediately proceed to your Assistance. 
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Our latest Advices from the North are that the Xing’s Son is advanced as 
far as Benaras within four days of Patna. We do not give entire Credit to it, 
but shall defer coming to any final Resolution as to sending Capt. Delaval’s 
Company on the JBombay Castle till We can form some certain Judgment 
whether We have any thing to apprehend from that Quarter. 

We are. Gentlemen, 

Your most Obedient Humble Servants, 
ROBERT CLIVE, 

RICH’D BECHER, 

W. PRANKLAND. 


Fort William, 
.2^* January 1759. 


At a Consultation, Present: 

George Pigot, Esq*', Goo' Freed *- 
John Smith, 

John Ptbus, 

Richard Fairfield, 
Charles Bourchier, 
Henry VanSittart, 
Charles Turner, 

Mr. Ardley, absent. 


Monday, 7tii May. 

« « ' « « * « « 
Letter from the Select Committee at Bengal as follows. 


To the Hon’blb Geoeob Piqot, Esq'*, Gentlemen of the Select Committee. 


Gentlemen, 


The 17 & 21 Inst, by the Seahorse and Catharine Sloops We receiv’d 
V Cl 1 favors of Jany. 26‘‘S Feby. 16“* 

Letter from the Select Committee at Bengal. ^ gt. Instant, containing the aCCep- 

table news of your having oblig’d the Enemy to raise the Siege of Madras. It 
is with the greatest pleasure We offer our Congratulations on the honor you 
have so justly acquired by the gallant & noble defence of your Works during 
this long Siege. The event is most favorable for the affairs of our Employers 
and We hope equal Success will attend your Arms in the Field. 

By the Prince George and Bombay Castle We have forwarded the Packets 
you transmitted us by the above Sloops. 

In our Letter of the 6’’’ Ult® by the Warren, you were inform’d of the 
Col. Clive takes the Field on acct. of the Xing 8 Sou being advanced as Benaras and 

distorbances threatened to Bengal Province. ^S he Continued his rOUt tOWards these 


Provinces it became necessary for the President with the Forces to accompany 
the Nabob to the Northward in order to prevent any ill consequences 
from the near Approach of the Xing’s Son. The 1®‘ Inst, the President 
set out from hence, and the 14“* march’d from Muxadavad northwards. Our 
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latest advices from Patna mention the King’s Son and part of his Forces had 
cross’d the Caramnassa, which river is the boundary of our Provinces, the 
Nabob of Patna, Eamnaraim, with his Troops were encamp’d a small distance 
without the City, where he was throwing up entrenchments and erecting 
batteries for his better defence against the King’s Son. Eamnaraim had also 
summoned the Boadgepoor Eajahs and other Jamanldars to attend him with 
their forces. We have no certain accounts of the Force of the King’s Son’s 
but believe it is not very considerable. All Letters from Delhi have been seiz’d 
in the King’s Son’s Gamp and torn, however it is confidently asserted the King 
and Vizir are on their march after the King’s Son, and are so particular as to 
mention the day of their setting out was the 3^ Tilt". If this proves true, it 
may effectually terminate this expedition, it being more than probable the 
King’s Son will in that case be deserted. This situation of Affairs has lain us 
under a necessity of directing Col. Forde to send no part of his Force to the 
Coast but hold himself and Troops in readiness to embark for this place, it being 

Orders sent to Col. Forde from Bengal to proceed UnCertaUl hOW SOOn the SerVlCe may re* 

to the Coast-Countermanded. quire our whole Force here. Shou’d these 

approaching troubles have an early and happy Issue be persuaded Gentlemen, 
We will, with the greatest pleasure and chearfulness contribute every thing in 
our Power to strengthen you against the Common Enemy. 

We are preparing several Vessels with grain, who shall be dispatched with 
the utmost expedition. By them We propose sending you four Lack of 
Eupees. 

Saltpetre We have none in Warehouse at present, however We hope 
you will be sufficiently supply’d for immediate use, Capt. Wedderbum having 
on board 500 bags, the Warren 3,000, & the Sardwick 3,000; by the August 
Shipping you shall be furnish’d with a further quantity, and every thing else 
in our power to send. The present Season being far advanced and the Tonnage 
here only small Craft We are render’d incapable of assisting you equal to our 
Inclination, however, we hope we shall be able to supply you with about 
12,000 bags of Grain; Timber and Planks are not in our power to send by these 
small Craft. Mr. Newton has advis’d us a considerable quantity is ready at the 
Negraise, and so you mention your intent of sending two ships thither. We 
hope you will be supply’d with that Article much better & earlier than from 
hence. 

The Catharine has brought letters from Col. Forde dated Illour the 22^ 
Ult“, and from Mr. Andrews at Vizagapatam the 13“* Inst, the latter 
acquaints us Col. Forde and the Eajah were then before Massulipatam and that 
they had taken a Fort within about ten Miles of that place, in which were made 
Prisoners ten Europeans, three Topasses and Eighty Seapoys; the Warren was 
then in sight to the Northward and as they had no other business than to land 
some money. We hope she is now arriv’d with you. The Mermaid Sloop 
unfortunately run ashore at Calingapatam, the treasure by her was landed and 
Mr. Andrews believes most of her Stores will be sav’d, the loss of this Vessel is 
a great disappointment to us, as We are very deficient in Sloops for our Eiver 
Service. 


We are. 

Gentlemen, 

Your most Obedient humble Servants, 
C. MANNINGHAM, 
EICH'’ BECHEE, 

W^ FEANKLAND. 

Fort William, 

2^ March 1759. 
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At a. Consultation, Fbesent: 

Geobob Piqot, Esq**, Go®', President, 
J OHN Pybus, 

Bichabd Eaibeield 
Ghables Boubchieb, 

Hbnby Van Sittabt, 

Sauuel Abdley, 

Ghables Tubneb, 

Mb. Smith, Indisposed. 


Thursday, the 17**'May. 

»••««•« 

Received by the Leopard Snow the folloveing Letter from the Select 
Committee at BengaL 

To the Hon’ble Geobgb Fioot, Esq', Fresd^ & Gov', Gentlemen of the Select Committee 

of Fort S*. George. 

Gentlemen, 

The 22^ Ul® we acknowledged your Several favors received Sea 

Letter froni the S^ect Committee at Fort SiOTSe and CJatliar%ne SloopS,thlS Waits On yOU 

wiiiiam. by the Port William Schooner and Leopard 

A nipply of Treesure & Store* sent by the GwOlO, tWO VcSSels belonging tO the Company, 
Leopard 8noa and Fort William Schoonen. whom WO dispatch merely tO Supply yOU 

with Treasure and such Stores as they can take in. Invoices of the Artillery and 
Military Stores shall be sent hereafter, they cannot be prepared at present 
without a detention to the Vessels which the lateness of the Season will not 
allow; The Fort William belongs to our river Service, and as we are really in 
want of Pylot Sloops we request she may be return’d to us with all possible 
Expedition. 

By our last Advices from the President we hear the Shazadah had made 

In .ttack made upon Patna by the shaaadd.. ^ •^Jt^ck upon Patna which Continued for 

two days, endeavouring to force an Entrance 
at three different quarters, but that being repuls’d he had removed to the 
westward of the City with intent as it is imagined to make an Assault on that 
side. Ram Narran, the Nabob of Patna, wrote the Colonel he wou’d use his best 
endeavours to defend the City till the Colonel and forces arrived. 

"We are with great regard, 
Gentlemen, 

Your most Obedient humble Servants, &®., 

0. MANNINGHAM, 

RICH®- BECHER, 

W“- ERANKLANP. 

Eobt William, 

5“ April 1759, 

And the President lays before the Board the following Letter address’d to 
him from Mr. Manningham acting in the Absence of the President Mr. Clive 
on his Expedition to Patna. 

870 P. D. 



To the Hon’ble George Pi6ot, Esq'., 


Dear Sir, 

I have already address’d you by the Vessels to your Port, and dispatch 

Letter from Mr. Manninghitm to the Preei* this by a ll^ht boat lU expectation of its 

reaching the Leopard Snow before she is 
clear of the river to acquaint you with the agreeable advices we ree’d from 
Col. Olive yesterday afternoon; his Letter is dated the 4“* Instant near Bar 
about sixteen Ooss distant from Patna and is as follows— 


I have the pleasure to inform you that Ram Narraim (Nabob of Patna) 
has been so animated by the news of our advancing to his assistance that he 
has exerted himself greatly beyond all expectation in the defence of his City, 
and has constantly repulsed the repeated attacks that have been made against 
it. ‘VTe have received Intelligence that the Shazadah last night made a 
furious Assault which I take to be his last Effort, and to have been under¬ 
taken in consequence of his hearing we were so near at hand. The Enemy 
succeeded so far as to possess themselves of two Bastions but were drove from 
thence with considerable loss, and by the last accounts had lodged themselves 
in the Ditch, which it seems is secure from the Fire of the Place: however 
I am persuaded as soon as Ensign Matthews, whom I detached forward with 
1,000 Seapoys has got in, he will find means to remove them further off, if he 
do not oblige them to raise the Siege. Ensign Matthews at day break this 
morning about eight Miles short of Patna met Emir Cooly Cawn with a cori'- 
siderable retinue coming to me having sundry Letters and charged as it is said 
with a Commission from the Shazadah. Mr. Matthews took him and his people 
Prisoners, except one person whom he suffered to come on, and who has 
brought this account. I have sent an order for Cooly Cawn’s immediate release, 
and shall therefore soon be able to acquaint you with his business. 

I hope very shortly to bring matters here to so happy an Issue that you 
may safely countermand the orders last sent to Col. Forde, and allow him, 
after finishing the business in Decan to proceed on with his Forces to the Coast. 

We shall reach Patna in three or four days at furthest: this has been an 
extraordinary quick march indeed but nothing less would have preserved that 
City, the loss of which might have rendered the business very serious. 


The Siege of Fatna raised on the Approach of 
Col. Clive with the Forces from Calcutta. 


This instant a Sooter Sawar is arrived from Ram Narraim with Advice that 

the Shazadah on the news of our Approach, 
had abandoned the Siege and was retired 
with the utmost precipitation. 

The above is Copy of Colonel Clive’s Letter to our Select Committee, I 
have only to add, you may be assured the necessary dispatches shall be for¬ 
warded to Col. Forde by different expresses the moment the situation of 
Affairs here will allow thereof, we well know the Security of our Settlements 
here must be determined by the success on your Coast. The general welfare 
therefore, as well as our Inelination, will oblige us at all times to assist you to 
the utmost of our Abilities. 


I am with Sincere wishes for your welfare and true Esteem, 

Dear Sir, 

Your much obliged and affectionate humble Servant, 

C. MANNINGHAM. 

• * c « * » « 

GEORGE PIGOT, 

CHS BOURCHIER, 

JOHN PYBUS, 

HENRY VANSiTTART, 
RICH® FAIRFIELD, 

SAM® ARDLEY, 

CHARLES TURNER. 


Calcutta, 
ApHl 1759. 
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At a Consultation, Present : 

George Pigot, Esq*., Governor, President, 
John Smith, 

Charles Bourchier, 

Henry VanSittart, 

Samuel Arsley, 

John Caillaud, 

John Pybus, 

Richard Fairfield, 

Charles Turner. 


Thursday, T*** June. 

* » 


« « • « • 


In consequence of a Minute of the 7^ Instant Wrote and Sign’d the fol¬ 
lowing Letter to the Select Committee at Bengal. 

To the Hon’ble Robbet Cliyg, Esq'., and the other Gentlemen of the Select Committee at 
• Fort William. 


Gentlemen, 


By the Leopard Snow and Fort William Schooner we have received your 
T .. . .v Q , . r. . n 1 Favor of the S*"* April with the Treasure 

Letter to the Select Committee at Bengal. ji oa ^ i j 

and Military Stores laden upon those 
Vessels which is a most acceptable Supply at this Juncture, and we request 
you will send us what further Succours of this kind you are able by the Sep¬ 
tember Shipping. 

It is with great pleasure we observe by a Letter from Mr. Manningham to 
the President dated the 12“* Ultimo that the March of the Forces under 
Colonel Clive had been attended with the success of obliging the Shauzadah to 
raise the Siege of Patna, and We flatter ourselves that by this time the Affairs 
in your Province are restored to a perfect State of Tranquility. 

We have no Advices from Col. Forde since we wrote you last under 
date the 8“* Ultimo, Duplicate of which is enclosed, but by the Report of Peons 
from the Northward we learn that the two French Shi ps have left Mazulipatam 
Road, the Hardwick was retained there, and Salabhat Jung negociating with 
Col. Forde. From those circumstances we are inclined to hope that Affairs 
in those Parts will soon be brought to a favorable Issue. 

The French Army having declined coming to an Action upon equal Terms 
withdrew into Cantonments towards the end of last Month, and we have been, 
induced from many weighty Considerations to follow their Example. Our 
Troops are accordingly canton’d in the several Districts, so as to cover our 
Possessions on this Side. 


We have Advices from Anjengo that the Diligent Snow from England 
imported there the 23"* April bound to Bombay having left Spithead the 24“* 
November in Company with the Duke of Dorset for Coast and Bay, and the 
Earl of Holdernesse for S*. Helena and the Bencoolen, with which Ships she 
parted soon after leaving the Channel. By her we have no News of any Con¬ 
sequence than that Admiral Boscowen had been successful against Louisbourg 
which surrendered, on the 26*'* of July. 

The French give out at Pondichery that seven Ships from France with 
Reinforcements are arrived at the Islands and join’d their Squadron which is 
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expected to be upon the Coast very shortly. Admiral Pocock with his Majesty's 
Squadron remains in the Windward Station. 


We are, 

Gentlehbk, 

Your most Obedient humble Servants, 
GEORGE PIGOT, COUNCIL. 

Fort S*. George, 

9th June 1759. 


Garerument of India Cuntial Printing Oi&ce.'^No. 870 F. D.—500. 



Miliiary Consultation,for 1759, VoU 10. 


18* Febraary. 

At a Consultation, Pbesent : 

Georoe Figot, Esq*., Governor, President. 

Henry Pownbt. 

William Perceval. 

Charles Bouechieb. 

Stringer Lawrence. 

John Smith. 

John Ptbus. 

Henry Van-Sittart. 

«««•*•• 

The Council having at the commencement of the Siege delegated all their 
authority to the Governor that so the Publiok Service might not receive any 
Prejudice by the delay which must have necessarily attended the assembling 
the Council upon every Emergency, That danger being happily passed by the 
Betreat of the Enemy the 17* Instant, The Council again resume their proper 
functions. The President assuring them of his grateful sense of the confid* 
ence they were pleased to repose in him, and the whole Council at the same 
time acknowledging with thankfulness the good effects of his activity during 
the Siege. 

« » « « « « « 

GEORGE PIGOT. 

HENRY POWNEY. 

STRINGER LAWRENCE. 

JOHN SMITH. 

CH^. BOXJRCHIER. 

JOHN PYBUS. 

HENRY VAN-SITTART. 


To—L iedtenant-Colohbl Forde. 

Sir,— 

Your letter of the S'* January is the last We have been favour’d with. The 
^, Enemy open’d their principal Battery’s 

Letter to o. o e. gth month, & for some time 

fired upon the place from three & twenty Pieces of Cannon & nine mortars, 
they carried on their approaches by sap to the crest of the Glacis & erected 
there a Battery of five Guns upon the Saliant Angle of our Demy Bastion; But 
by the activity of our Garrison, our Defences being constantly repaired & our 
Cannon remounted as often as disabled. Our Fire was so much superior to 
their’s that they were unable to keep it open more than fomr or five days, & 
then only for an hour or two in the morning. They then retired again to their 
grand Battery hut first sprung a Mine which opened the counterscarp of our 
ditch at the* Saliant Angle of the Demy Bastion which had by that time 
sustain’d so great a Fire as to he then in Breach, hut We had taken the pre¬ 
caution to put a strong palisade at the foot of it before the Enemy had 
as6 F. n. 



advanced so far as to prevent by the fire of their musketry our men working 
there. By an intercepted Letter from M' Lally to M' DeLeyrit dated the 
14**' ultimo, We find he despaired of succeeding & had determined to set fire 
to the Black Town, but the 16“* in the Evening, The Queenborough & 
Revenge with four of the Company’s ships appearing from Bombay having 
Col. Draper’s Detachment on board. He thought it prudent to lose no time in 
removing, which he did the in the morning, & in his way destroyed the 
Powder Mill at Egmore, but the Black Town escap’d the Destruction threaten’d. 
We have found between forty & fifty heavy Cannon in & near their Battery’s 
most of which have been destroy’d by our Artillery, & when the Siege was 
raised they had very few serviceable. Their Eire slackened for several days 
before, & was at last reduced to only Four Pieces of Cannon, & one mortar 
which We have reason to believe they buried having dug two up since. And 
of shot & other stores We daily find several parcells. 

The French Army by our last advices were in the Neighbourhood of 
Arcot. Our Forces have taken the Field and are on their march after them. 
Two Bengal Sloops arrived here yesterday with the remainder of Col. Draper’s 
Regiment «& we hourly expect to see the Warren with a further Reinforce¬ 
ment. With this addition. We hope We sliallbe able to Engage the Enemy to 
advantage if we can come up with them & bring them to an Action, Their 
numbers being much reduced by the siege & their whole Force not more than 
two thousand men. 

We are, 

SlB, 

Fort St. George, Your most obedient Servants, 

V* March 1759. (Signed) GEORGE PIGOT, etc.. Council. 


To—The Hon’blb George Pigot, Esq,, and the Gentlemen o£ the Council at Fort St. George. 
Gentlemen,— 

Yesterday I arrived here & invested the Town, and as soon as I get my 
, , „ , „ , heavy Artillery ashore from the Ea?’d~ 

Letter from Colonel Forde Coiumanding the •T iiii! i.!.* * a • t 

Bengal Detachment to the northward, advises of his WICK Shall lorm the Siege, since my Arrival 

having invested Mazulipatnm, desires a reinforcement here liaVe had the agreeable neWS, (bv a 
to b. U., (to. W JJ. ^ 

having raised the Siege of Fort S*. George but no Particulars. I heartily con- 
gmtulate you on this event, by which you have stopped the progress of our 
Enemy’s and gained immortal honour to yourselves. By my last Orders from 
Bengal I am to march to your Presidency so soon as the French are drove out 
of these parts. I have received a letter from Salabat Jung in a very pompous 
stile full of praises of himself and his Army and a great many high flown expres¬ 
sions, but not a single word whether he is coming as a friend, or an Enemy, ten 
days ago he was forty corse on this side Hyderabad, I shall send an Embassy 
to him when he comes within four or five days march of this Place. I send 
Letters from him to M'. Pigot by this Hircara, if you think proper to send two 
hundred men to my itssistance the business here will be sooner done, and 
nothing can then impede my marching to your Presidency. 

Camp beporb Mazulifatam, 1 have the honour to be, 

S'* March 1759. Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient and most humble Servant, 

FRANCIS FORDE. 


A Letter received at the same time from Salabat Jung (enter’d in the 
Letter from Salabat Jnng, that his Army is on Counti^, Correspondence No. 44) advising 
the march towards Kajahmundry. that his Arm^ is moving towards Rajah- 

mundry, in order to settle those Countries, but makes no mention which party 
he Intends to join. 
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It is probable that by this Time Col. Lawrence may be able to form a judg¬ 
ment whetjier the French are inclin’d to hazard an Engagement upon such 
terms as he may think advisable, If they shou’d not it will be indispensably 

The opinion of the Board concerning the Gxpedi* neCBSSary for the HiCaSOnS explained in 

ency of sending a Eeinforcement to Colonel Forde. Consultation the 28*'* Ultimo that the Blaok 
Troops be dismissed and our Troops put into Cantonments. In this Case the Board 
are of opinion that the Reinforcement Colonel Forde writes for may be spar’d, 
and shou’d proceed immediately to joiu him, as such an Effort might be the 
means of ensuring his success against Mazulipatam, and his march afterwards 
to this place. It is therefore Agreed to write Colonel Lawrence inclosing copies 

Purport of a Letter to be sent to Colonel Lawrence of the liCtterS received from ColODel Forde 
on this subject. & Salabat Jung, and to desire that as 

soon as he can form any determinate opinion of the Enemy’s Intentions & 
perceive they are not inclined to quit their post, he will Order Major Monson 
to Madrass with 200 men, and at the same time to send in Lieutenant James of 
His Majesty’s Artillery whose Assistance may be of Service. Agreed also that 
M'. Leigh the Assistant to the Engineer do proceed with the Detachment which 
may embark on the four ships before Intended to Cruize of Pondiohery. 

Country Letters Read viz., No. 42 from Murtazally Cawn Killedar of 

Letter from Murtazally Cawn Killedar of Vellore. Vcllour, expressing llis Satisfaction at the 

Tiiat he shall furnish our Army with Provisions. Retreat of the French from before Madrass, 
and that he will supply our army with Provisions as far as he is able—and 

Letter from DamerlaVencataputtyNaique. flOm the Pollygar Damerla VeU- 

cataputty Naique, advising that the Morat- 

Of the disturbances raised by the Morattas in hi* taS are SeudlUg 'VackeclS tO the plaCBS in 

ueighhourhood. Neighbourhood demanding large sums 

of money and are again creating Disturb¬ 
ances there. 

(Signed) GEORGE PIGOT. 

„ JOHN SMITH. 

„ CHARLES BOURCHIER. 

„ JOHN PYBUS. 

„ HENRY VAN-SITTART. 

„ RICH'’. FAIRFIELD. 


l^ rote and Despatch’d the following Letter to Colonel Lawrence Com¬ 
manding the Army in the Field, pursuant to the Minutes of this Mornings Con- 
sultation:— 

To— Stbingeb Lawrence, Esq., Commander-in-Chief of the Land Forces in India. 

SlK,— 

"We have received under date the 8*** Instant from Lieutenant Colonel 
Lei^ to Colonel Lawrence Commanding the Forde before Mazullpatam whereiu he ac- 
army in the field. ^ quaints US that he has invested that place 

and waits only the landing some heavy Cannon from the Sardwick to begin the 
Siege; The Rajah Anun^rauze is with him; and Salabat Jung who in a letter 
to the President writes he is on his march from Hyderabad to settle those 
Countries to the Northward. Colonel Forde concludes his letter with telling 
us that if we can send him two hundred men from hence it will secure his 
success against the place. Copy of his letter as well as that from Salabat Jung 
are inclosed for your Perusal. 

You may by this time Sir be able to form some opinion whether the Enemy 
will give you an Opportunity of engaging them on such Terms as you wou’d 
chuse, shou’d you find they will not, you are sensible from the State you saw of 
our Treasury that we are not able to support the present Expence longer than 
he end of this month by which time the Black Troops must be sent to their 
respective Countries and our Army canton’d that the Battamay cease. In such 
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case we think it woul’d be advisable to send the Eeinforcement Colonel Forde 
desires. It may be the means of ensuring his success against Mazulipatam and 
his march up here to join us. As soon therefore as you can form any determinate 
opinion of the Enemy’s Intentions and find they do not quit their post we re¬ 
quest you will please to order Major Monson to march hither with the Detach¬ 
ment before mentioned. We purpose also to send M'. Leigh to assist in the 
Engineering Branch and lest they shou’d want an Artillery Officer we shall 
be oblig’d to you if you let M'. James of His Majesty’s Artillery go on this 
service and send him into Garrison with the Detachment. 

Fort S‘. George, We are with esteem, 

19th March 1769, Sir, 

Your most obedient Servants, 

GEORGE PIGOT, etc.. Council. 


Thursday, the 22”* March. 

At a Consultation, Present : 

George Pigot, Esq*., Governor, President, 
John Smith. 

Charles Bourchier. 

Henry Van-Sittart. 


John Pybus. 

Richard Fairheld. 

Messieurs Samuel Ardley and Charles Turner having been taken into 
Ti, „ t A , tr .ji Council, the oath of secrecv is adminis- 

The oath of secrecy admister d to Messrs. Adley x j at_ i ii * . 

and Turner, ter d to them and they now take their 

seats at this Board. 

Received the following Letter from Colonel Lawrence. 

To—The Hon’ble Geo. Pigot, President, and the Gentlemen of the Committee of Madras. 


Gentlemen,— 

Our arrival here was yesterday morning, when Esoff Cawn being sent 
r* n 1 1 T r a- , 1 . bcforc with a party of Horse, had a 

Letter from Colonel Lawrence Commanding the ci-i . • , • e i uau a 

Army in the Field. Skirmish with the advanced party of the 

Enemy’s European Horse, which after 
^ having killed them, an officer, and two. 

Horses, drove them till within 3 miles of Conjeveram. 

The Evening before our march we sent 30 of our Sick men to Changleput; 
10 Europeans deserted fro* our Anny. The Same evening 6 men of the King’s 

The Enemy encamp’d on this side of Conjeveram. & fiVe of tllO PrGIlch CoiQ* 

pany, deserted from us. By our best 
Intelligence the Enemy’s whole Force are encamp’d within about | of a mile 
on this side Conjeveram where they hourly wait the arrival of Monsr. Lally, 
which circumstance gives me some hopes they will meet us. We shall remain 
here one day longer, then move and use our utmost in order to bring them to 
a General Engagement. 


I have the honour to Remain with the Greatest Esteem, 
Papa Braminis Choultry, Gentlemen, 

Distance from Conjeveram 7 miles, Your most obedient Servant, 

March 19** 1759. STRINGER LAWRENCE. 
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Monday, 26“* Ma:^. 

^ • At A Consultation, Peesbnt ; 

Geoboe Pigot, Psq*., Goternor ^ President , 

John Smith. 

Chables Bouchieb. 

Henbt Van-Sittabt. 

Samuel Abdlet. 

Stbingeb Lawbence. 

John Ptbus. 

Bichabd Paibeield. 

Chables Tueneb, 

Mess”. James Taylor, Edward Straoey, and Bioliard Eatliam hare been ap- 
tfeas**. Taylor, stracey, and Latbam appointed As- pointed Assistants in the Military Depart* 
^itante in the Secret Department 4 Sworn. meut are DOW OaU’d before the 'Poard & 

severally sworn to Secrecy. 

Colonel Lawrence who came to Town this morning having left the Com- 

Colonel Lawrance retama to Madraa leaving the mand of the Army to Major Brereton, 
Command of the Army to Major Brereton. HOW lays the following Letter before the 

Board, being in Answer to that wrote him in consequence of the Minutes of 
Consultation the 10*^^ Instant. 

To-i>The Hom’bi:.b Geo. Fioot, Esq., President and Governor, & Gentlemen of the 
Council at Madras. 


Gentlemen,— 

It was thought proper after the Enemy had raised the Siege of Madras, 
, ,, , -, ,,, and the arrival of our Beinforcements, 

L.iu,fa«.Cob.dW««. take the Field. 

The Enemy after all their losses Remain’d at least equal to us, most of our 
Intelligence made them superior: But such was the state of our Affairs. That 
as all the force we cou'd expect was arrived; That on the Contrary the Ene¬ 
my’s were in daily hopes of a further reinforcement; It was therefore thought 
no better occasion cou’d offer of endeavouring to bring them to an Engagement. 
Add to these reasons the great Ezpence of our Army, which cou’d not be sup¬ 
ported, unless possessions in the Country wou’d ease the Treasury which was at 
a very low ebb. 

On this Plan we marched out towards the Enemy; the most part of whose 
force lay at Conjeveram, so strongly posted, that an attempt towards dis¬ 
lodging them, was not warrantable, without running such risques, as we cou’d 

OpinionoftheFieldOfficemconcemingtheexpe- HOt aUSWOr. We lay for tWO dayS withiu. 
diency of keeping the Army some time longer in the (7) Seven mileS Of them, But aS they StlU 

persisting on not moving out I assembled 
the Field Officers, and desired their opinions, on our Situation, and what they 
thought was our next best step to pursue. Those Gentlemen gave it un- 
animously for a movement towards those Countries belonging to the French, 
** which lye to the Southward of Chingleput. That<8uch a motion might perhaps 
'* engage the Enemy to march for the jpfcnce of those Countries, and by that 
** means an Engagement might be brought on, on more equal terms; or that it 
*• might be, the Enemy only wanted to see us motion to attack us on our march”, 
and indeed in this opinion we. were the more Confirmed, as from all the black 
Intelligence we received. They were all under Arms, and every thing ready for 
March as they gave out towards us. A Deserter which came early to us the 
Same morning that I moved. Contradicted this report, and his' accounts proved 
true, as we have seen nothing of them during our two days march, which has 
brought us to the banks of the Pallar River, at a place from whence we have 
Roads to Carongoly, Wandiwash, Cingleput and Conjeveram about eleven miles 
from us. 

sec F. D. 


B 
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The day before I began my march, I received your letter of the 19*\ ,In 
which you recommended the immediate March of Major Moqson, with a de¬ 
tachment, In case the Enemy cou’d not be brought to an Engagement; as I 
have informed you above what I expected, I cou’d not think of sparing such a 
number of men, out of the Army, such was my opinion and that of the Field 
Officers also, whom I assembled on the occasion; and to whom, as well as to 
me, it appeal’d That the return of those Troops which now might be sent to 
Colonel Forde, and his promise of joining to them his detachment, was 
amongst those things that the execution might be doubted of. He (Colonel 
Forde) advises you Gentlemen of Salabat Jung’s march, he knov^s not with 
what Intentions nor does Salabat Jung in his letter explain them. That very 
uncertainty might oblige Colonel Forde to stay until it cou’d be cleared up, 
and so far from being able to come this way with his whole Force he might 
(should Salabat Jung come as an Enemy)-Think it all too little to secure his 
possessions. Besides how, and when might we expect, the return of those 
Troops; If they march over land, the junction it cou’d not altogether he so 
certain. If by Sea, The Season wou’d make the time of their return very un¬ 
certain, Perhaps Impracticable until September—I only mention these not by 
way of starting difficulties, but as things occur to me. Tour judgement after, 
if you chuse to continue the plan, will give you better reasons why you shou’d 
pursue it, and Major Monson is ready to march when you please. 

This detachment gone we are certainly then reduced to act on the de¬ 
fensive, But whether it Goes, or not, you will say that we are reduced to that 
necessity, from want of money, which hath obliged us to give you the orders 
in our last, of dismissing the Black Troops, and cantoning ours, in order to 
strike of the Batta, all which is to be done by the end of the month. I must 
observe to you Gentlemen, That an Enemy who wants to avoid an Engagement, 
that you who are desirous of bringing him to one, and are only equal to him 
in numbers, there is not perhaps in War a more tedious operation, and that 
requires more your being entirely master of your time. For your equality in 
Numbers will by no means allow of your attacking the Enemy whereever you 
can find him, you must therefore wait for opportunities; and a judicious Enemy 
who Seeks to avoid you, will endeavour always so to situate himself if possible, 
not to give you one; However time and patience, and often chance brings it 
about. If this is the present situation of the War, (as I humbly take it to he) 
what chance of doing what is desired, when we are so circumstanced as to time-~ 
If this is the effect of an absolute necessity from the want of money, I own we 
are to be pitied, if no scheme can be fallen on to support ourselves some time 
longer in the Field; and if all resources of ready money and credit be at end, 
we must submit to what you recommend, and I fear in the end be confined to 
somewhat a less portion of country than Cantonments. 

The Enemy’s distress for want of money is great. This is a fact well & 
publickly known; while we keep ours in the Field, we oblige them to do the 
same, & their difficulty still continues. If we disperse our force, they may 
do the same; cover their Country, and put an end greatly to their present In- 
convemence. Who do you think is best able to Struggle with this distress; 
We with our Credit untouched, Their’s entirely broke, cannot we make an effort, 
and endeavour to support ourselves longer in the field. You have reason 
Gentlemen to expect the return of M'. Focock’s Squadron before the Arrival of 
the French. He certainly by laying off Pondichery, or Carnoal, will oblige 
the Enemy to make some detachments from the inner part of the coimtry to¬ 
wards the Coast, that may give a superiority, & enable us perhaps to do 
something; shou’d we not before by olir movements here force the Enemy to 
come to an Engs^ment. Besides the consequence of M'. Focock’s being first 
upon the Coast, must give us the chance of an Engagement at Sea with the 
Enemy; and shou’d the success of it prove equal to our wishes, and deprive 
them of their expected reinforcements, we may then upon equal terms dispute 
with the Enemy the Possession of the Country. 

I have touched but lightly on the subject of cantoning the troops, which 
however will be a matter of some consideration, shou’d the Enemy still strug¬ 
gling with their difficulties remain in a body in the Field. The expence of the 
Black Forces with us may I think be lessened by the sending home the 
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Tanjo^e and Tondimans Troops- Those that remain in the Company’s Service 
may be made of more use to us and formed hy a little time into a body as 
wou’d he of some service. The number of Tanjore and Tondimans horse will, 
I have hopes, be better reimplaced by the coming over of Muzaphur Beg, 
with whom a correspondence hath been carried on for some time past, and who 
promises fair to leave them. 

I submit the above thoughts to your judgments. ^ 

And have the honour to he. Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient and most humble Servant, 

March 1759. STRINGER LAWRENCE. 


The Eield Officers being of opinion (as appears hy Colonel Lawrence’s 
Letter) that the march of the Army into the Enemy’s Countries to the Southward, 
might probably have the Effect of drawing the French out of their Post at 
Conjeveram, and give an Opportunity to bring on an Engagement upon Terms 
of Advantage, Or obliging the Enemy to quit the Countries lying between 

, Madras and Arcot, the Board considering 
the importance of the object think it ex- 
pedient that all possible means shou’d be used to keep the Army some time 
longer in the Field, in order to see what effect such a motion may produce. 

But it is with concern the Board consider that the present state of our 

The present st&te of the Trenenry on the occasion Treasury 18 Very Unequal to the ExpeUCe of 
considered and found deficient. maintaiTiing the Army in the Field. To 

support it even for the next month will oblige iis to break in upon the stock of 

Extraordinary measnre proposed to support the the Ohina shipS, a neCCSSity We Very UU* 
expanse of maintaining the Troops in the Field. willingly determine to run the RisqUe Of, 

as we are sensible of the Importance of that Branch of Trade to the Company, 
but while there are any means which seem likely to have the effect of remov¬ 
ing the French Army from this part of the country, we think a Trial ought to 
be made as we regard that as an object of more weight.and consequence than 
any other. 

Upon this Consideration it is Resolved that the Army do continue in the 
i» 1 . .■ .u . • ... « Field until they can prove the effect of the 

Plaii above recommended by the lield 
Officers. It is however Ordered that the Tanjore and Tondiman’s Horse with 

But the Tanjore and Tondiman’s Horse to be dis- the CollencS hC dlSmiSSed J aS the SerVlCCB 

of these Troops are found very inadequate 
to the expeuce of maintaining them, and that Letteirs be wrote by them to 

Letter to the King of Tanjore. their respective masters thanking them 

Letter to Tondiman. (jJ^eir Assistance. 


The Resolution above taken for continuing the Army in the Eield makes it 
B. «. b. ».t to F»d. to send a ^tyhment to Ooloi^ 

Forde to assist m the Reduction of Mazuli- 
patam as proposed in Consultation the lO*** instant. Ordered that an answer 
be now wrote to his Letter and dispatch’d. 


GEORGE PIGOT. 

JOHN SMITH. 
STRINGER LAWRENCE. 
CHARLES BOURCHIER. 


JOHN PYBUS. 

HENRY VAN-SITTART. 
RICHARD FAIRFIELD. . 
SAM^ ARDLEY. 
CHARLES TURNER. 
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Wednesday, the March. 

At a Consultation, Pebsbnt ; 
Gboboe Pioot, Esq'., Oovernor^ President. 
John Smith. 

Chahlbs Boubchibb. 

Henby Van-Sittabt, 

Samuel Abdley. 


JohnJPybus. 

Bichabh Paibbield. 

Ghables Tubnbb. 

Colonel Lawbence, absent. 

• •«»»»* 

To—The Hon'ble Oeobgs Figot^ Esq'., and Council of Fort St. George. 
Gentlemen,— 

In my last of the 8th a duplicate of which I send hy this messenger, I 
Uto t™. O*..! r«d, tt. KMuaintcd you of my coming before this 

Bengal Detachment to thenorthward preparing to plECOf 811106 WhlCll 1 uEV6 D66I1 £10X6 tO uO 

"ottog preventing the E^my 

itention to join the Frenchj Desires an assistance of frOm getting VVBteri my JieftVy metdl End 

“*“• stores will all be landed to-morrow or next 

day. 1 am much distressed for money, the Gentlemen of Bengal say they will 
send me two lack of Rupees on the Warrenhxit as the winds are now Contrary 
she may not arrive this month or two, I am therefore to request you will send 
me a lack of Rupees with all possible dispatch, I shou’d not be so pressing but 
the safety of our Affairs in these parts depends upon a speedy supply. I now owe 
thirty thousand Rupees to the Seapoys, and twenty thousand prize money which 
I made use of for the subsistance of *tlie troops, and this month will probably 
expire before I get any money. Yesterday there was a general mutiny among 
the Europeans, they all turned out with their Arms, and with great difficulty 
1 oou’d prevail on them to return to their Tents and send one or two of 
their number to let me know the cause of their behaving in such a manner; 
their Deputies declared to me that the whole were resolved not to march against 
Alaziilipatam, until they received their prize money, and that in case the 
town was taken they insisted on the whole Booty being divided without reserv¬ 
ing half for the Benefit of the Company; as to the first Article I promised to 
pay-them out of the first money 1 received and as to the second I told them 1 
cou*d not dispense with a positive order of my Superiours, but that I wou’d 
keep the Company’s half in my hands until I received further orders on that 
head and promised to represent the hardship they complained of to the.Gov'- 
and Council of Bengal; this has pacified them fora time but if money does not 
arrive soon they may perhaps be as good as their words. Salabat Jung is march¬ 
ing this way to join the Erench, he has wrote to all the Semidars to join him 
and not pay anything to me or Gudge Puttee Rajah, he has also caused them 
to raise a disturbance in Puttee Rajah’s Country which has frightened him so 
much that he came this day to me and demanded leave to return to his own 
Country, and 1 fear much 1 shall not be able to prevail with him to stay with 
me. Hizram al Malock Brother to Salabat Jung has wrote a very friendly 
letter to me with great promises of giving large Countries, and great honours, 
and that he will come to my Assistance, but it is impossible for him to be of any 
service to me in the present Affair, as he is at the distance of five hundred miles. 
Whether these considerations will have weight with you to comply with the 
request made in my Letter of the 8*'’ of sending two hundred men to my assistance 
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is. left to your determinations. This moment I am favoured with your Letter 
of the r*' with one to the Bajah. 

I have the honor to be, 

Gaiif bevobe Mazulipatam, GeETIiEMEN, 

- • March 19^\ 1759. Your most obedient and most humble Servant, 

FRANCIS FORDE. 


To— Lieutenant-Colonel Foede. 

Sib,— 

We have received your Letters dated the 8“ and 19“* Instant. It gives us 

Letter to Lieai-CoI.FordeComdg'. the Bengal De- great COUCem tO See the difBcultieS yOU 
tachment to tbe Kortbward, g^j.g iuvolved in for Want of money, and al¬ 

though we are ourselves so ill supplied as to be even now straightened for our own 
occasions, we^ have come to the determination to send you twenty five thousand 
(25,000). Madras Pagodas which go consigned to you by this Ship the Thames 
Captain Wedderbume: As to men we are absolutely incapable of assisting 
you without giving up every thing without the Walls of Madras—at present 
we have just so much Force as enables us to keep'the Enemy in check and cover 
the Countries in this Neighbourhood; we have just so much as puts In Con¬ 
dition not to avoid an Engagement upon equal terms ? but were we to detach 
the Number you recommend to your Assistance we must at tbe same time order 
our Army to retreat from the Enemy and leave them in quiet Possession of the 
whole Country. We hope this supply of money vdll quiet the uneasiness of 
your people and that the report of the arrival of our Ships at Madras and the 
Enemy’s Retreat may assist your- Endeavours in inaking, a Friend of Salabat 
Jung. The Reason of his Displeasure is very probably the jealousy which is 
occasioned by the too great Authority assumed by the Rajah. If you cou’d 
bring him to pay a proper Obedience to Salabat Jung as Souba of the Country 
we imagine that this last woq’d have no objection to being on good terms with 
the English and confirming to us all the grants we cou’d reasonably ask. In¬ 
closed are Letters from the President to Salabat Jung and the Rajah with copies 
for your Perusal and we cannot too strongly recommend to you to use your 
utmost Endeavours to bring about the Accommodation desired. 

We have the Pleasure to acquaint you that Nazeabulla Gawn the Chief at 
Nellour has returned to the Nabob’s Obedience which will render oqr Intercourse 
of Letters safe and expeditious and we desire you will transmit to us frequent 

advices. 

« 

In case by the Arrival of the Warren or otherwise you shou’d be sufficiently 
supplied with money. You wiR please to forward to M'* Andrews the sum we 
have consign’d to you, to enable him to. go on with the Investment. 

We are, 

Fobt St. Geobge, Sib, 

<08“ March 1759. Your most obedient Servants, 

GEORGIT PIGOT, etc., Cotjecil. . 


20“ April.--This day came in the following Letter from Colonel Forde with 
the agreeable News o£ Im taking Mazulipatam by Assault on the 7“ Instant at 
Night. . ■ • ■ 

To—The Hon’blb Gboegb Piqot, Esq*., & Council of Fort St. George. 

Gentlemen, 

On the Night between the 7“ and 8“ Instant I attacked M^ulipatam and 
Letter from Colonel rordoiComman^Ung tbe Bengal after a Very sharp^ Conflict had the good 
Detachmeat to the j^nhword. fortune to get posessiou of it. I have 

366 P. D. " 0 
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taken near five hundred European Prisoners, One hundred of which are Officers 
M r,, «.m !«. A«a«it Civilians & Ship People, the remainder are 

Mazulipatam taken oy Assault. rMii. • j. 3 n 

Soldiers, my whole Force consisted of 

European* taken prisoners in the place. three hundred and fifteen rank and file, 

thirty of which were Volunteer Seamen belonging to the twenty one 

of my people are killed and sixty wounded. 

Loss of men on our Side Considerable, ^ ^ 

one seaman killed and six wounded. 
I am of opinion this place shou’d be kept in our hands as it is by far the 
strongest situation in India, my fifteen hundred Seapoys behaved very well, 
with one half of them I made a false attack & joined the other with the 

, .. Europeans at the real attack, they mount* 

• ed the Ramparts with the Europeans and 

behaved with great humanity after they had got in. I have lost great numbers 
of them both at the false and real attack, Captain Kallendar is among the slain 
as is Moodenbeg my Commandant of Seapoys. 


April 1759, 


I have the honour to be. 
Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient and most humble Servant, 


PRANCIS FORDE. 


Saturday, 88* April. 

At a Consultation, Peesent : 

George Pigot, Esq'., Governor^ President. 

John Smith. 

John Pybus. 

Richaeu Fairfield. 

Charles Bouchier. 

Henry Van-Sittart. 

Samuel Ardley. 

Mr. Turner, Absent. 

• ' « • * « • • 

To — ^The Hon’ble Geoege Pigot, Esq'., & Couucil of Fort Sfc. George. 


Gentlemen, 


I have been favour’d with a Duplicate and Triplicate of your Letter of 

Letter from Colonel Forde, Commanding the BengiG the 28*^ Ultimo, hut haV6 UOt yet rCCeiVcd 
Detachment to the Northward. Original byf Captain Wcdderbume. The 

Two French Ships arrive in Mazulipatam Road 15^ lu the momiug tWO laigB shipS ap* 

with supplies for tBe Belief of the place. pcared to the Southward and bore down 

directly to the Sardwick, who seeing them under French Colours got under 
way immediately and in a few minutes they began to engage. The Engagement 
continued about one hour daring which time M'. Sampson P* Mate of the Hard- 
vAck (the Captain being on shore).managed4iis ship with so much address that be 
got to Windward of them and came to an Anchor, one of them also came to 
an Anchor but the other continued beating up to windward about three hours, in 


this time Captain Sampson went on board with eight Gunners 1 lent him, and 
nn, IT j . .. soon after he had got on board, the Enemy's 

largest Ship which had been at Anchor got 
under Sail and bore down directly towards him, the Eardwiob also got under way 
and they exchanged a Broadside, but finding they were not able to Sail with her, 
they came to an Anchor in the Road, and Captain Sampson stood out for some 
time and cruized about within sight of the shore, about midnight they sent a 
Catamaran with four men and a Letter from M'. Moraciu to the Marquis deCon* 
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flans acquainting him that he had brought him Succours and that the Ships 
were called the Harlem & Hristol, but that he wou'd not debark the Troops 
until he received his Orders, the fellows who came with the Letter say there are 
three hundred men on board the Harlem^ but not very many on board the 
'■^^ristol. The.l 6 “* in the morning the Enemy’s Ships stood out again after the 
^^rdwick and chased her all day, and towards Evening came to an Anchor. I 
fea^. the Hardwick is gone to Bengal, she has not appeard since they chased her 
the I intended to have despatched her to Bengal immediately with two 

hunti^j^d prisoners (forty two of which are now on board her) but if she has 
left r^e I shall be at a great Loss, therefore request you will please to order a 
ship oir two here, t^t I may send away the Prisoners as soon as Possible. Salabat 
Jung at Ibrahimpatnam with his Army and has been joined by a party of 
Erench^ consisting of 150 Europeans and two thousand Seapoys, this is what 
the;^ caLied their Army of Observation which they intended shon’d harrass us 
during siege. M'. Johnstone has been with him fifteen days endeavouring to 
detach h^m from the French interest and I have ordered him to offer a present 
of two L'-ack if they will deliver up the Frenchmen to me, and that every other 
matter sh^ii 130 settled to their mind; whether they will consent to it I cannot 
say, if the\meii from the ships should land and join the above .party they may 
probably k^gep Salabat Jung firm to their interest, and then we shall have the 
strenirtii of , . c . i. * uTork to do ovov again, but how it will be 

done time will shew. I have only two 
hundred anr’^ ten Bank and file fit for duty and fifty Artillery with twelve or 
thirteen andred Seapoys. I find the French think this Country of much more 
vain'e'than . otherwise they wou’d not have spared three hundred men at 
^iuis time especially to reinforce their Army which before was near double the 

622 mon officers and soUiers taken prisoners in By a mUSter token in 

Mazulipatam, desires a reinforcement may be sent thO JcOrt thO 6^^ Instdint 1 find thcy lind 

him from hence. hundred and twenty two men, Officers 

included, capable of bearing arms and above two thousand Seapoys. I am in 
hopes that what I represent to you now will induce you to send me some 
Assistance, for it is impossible to hold out for ever against such odds. 


Mazulipatam, 
jr* Jpril 1759. 


I have the honour to be. 
Gentlemen, 

Tour most obedient and most humble Servant, 
FRANCIS FORDE. 


P./S'.—^The Harlem Bristol saijed from Pondichery the 12“* instant 

in the morning. Another French Ship is just come to an Anchor. 


The Detachment on Board the French Ships arrived in Mazulipatam Road 
will undoubtedly have token their measures before this time, either have found 
means to disembark shou’d they resolve to make any stand against Colonel 
Forde, or on the other hand have left the coast in ordes to return to Pondichery. 
It wou’d therefore be impossible for the Qneenborough & Bevenge to be in 
time to prevent their landing, neither con’d the Admiral with.any convenience 
spare them, having no other Frigate with the Squadron. 

. It is of so much consequence to preserve the Superiority here, that to 

. divide our Force at this Juncture wou’d 
** be an imprudent measure, as in such case 
^ we should be under a necessity of with- 

drawing the Troops into garrison, and. by that means subject ourselves to the 
many Inconveniences and Difficulties which we have thought it to be eEipedient 
to guard against by keeping the Army in the Field at so heavy an Ezpence. 
In these Circumstances it is impossible that we can send any Reinforcement to. 
Colonel Forde, and indeed we are willing to hope that *the Reduction of 
Mazulipatam will influenq h^ negotiation with Salabat Jung and by securing 
his Friendship place our Acquisitions to the Notthward in a state of security. 



The large xtumber of Prisoners in Mazulipatam. must certainly be a very 
great Inconvenience to Colonel Forde. It is out of our Power to remove 
them by means of shipping from hence, having no Vessel here at present that , 
nan be sent to take them on board, shou’d the Bombay Castle arrive with us, J 
as the Gentlemen at Bengal give us room to expect, and we have Intelligei^g^ 
that the French ships are sailed, she may proceed to attend upon Colonel Forae, 

, * r. ^ * to be employed as he may see most wailful. 

Plan for the removal of French Prisoners from - jv « 

Mazulipatam to Madras by land. In th© DlGailtllllG tuG Only HlGtllO^^ |3y 

An Escort to be sent for this {lorpose consisting which WC CaU hopO tO relieve him OF this 

of WO Black Horse and 800 Seapoys. Burthen is to Escort the Prisoners to 

Madras by Land, and for this purpose It is Eesolved that one hundrecu Black 
Horse from the Army and three hundred Seapoys from this place do a«gemble 
at Terpasore to proceed from thence to Mazulipatam and conduct to ^adras 
such a number of the French Prisoners as Colonel Forde may judge 4an with 
safety be put under their Charge. / 

As it will be necessary an officer should Command the Escort wl^o has a 

Lieutenant Bonjoor appointed to the Command of * knowledge lU the FreUCh^LangUagf?^ Agreed 
the Escort. that Lieutenant Bonjour do prof^eed upon 

this Service; Ordered that a Letter be wrote to Major Brereton *desii(5ng he will 
direct Mr. Bonjour to accompany the party of Horse to Terpasor*/ and there 
wait our further orders. ] 

Agreed that a Letter be wrote to Nazeabulla Cawn at Nelloi^r desiring he 

Letter to Nazeabnlla Cawn desiring him to join Will joiu SOme of hiS Forces, give all 

the party with some of his Forces. UeceSSary Assistance to the party «n J)ass- 

ing through his Districts. 

And that a Letter be also wrote & despatched to Colonel Forde acquaint* 

ing with the Purport of the above Beso* 
lutions. 


Purport of a Letter to Colonel Forde. 


In order to render our Intercourse of Letters with Colonel Forde more 
Tappies to be stationed on the Road to hiazuli- frcquent, and, expeditious, It IS B^esolved 
patam for the quicker dispatch of Letters. that TappieS be Stationed On the Road to 

Mazulipatam, Ordered that they be placed from hence half way at regular 
stages, and that Colonel Forde be desired to post them in like manner on the 
other half of the Road from Mazulipatam. 

GEORGE PIGOT. 

JOHN SMITH. 

CH. BOURCHIER. 

JOHN PYBUS. 

HENRY VAN-SITTART. 
RICH”. FAIRFIELD. 

SAM‘. ARDLEY. 

CHARLES TURNER. 


• ' « » * 


• « • 


Thursday, the 3'^ May. 

At a Consultation, Pbesent: 

Geobob Pigot, Esq*., Governor^ President, . 
John Smith. 

John Ptbus. 

Richabh Faibfield. 

Chables Boubchieb. 

Henby Van-Sittabt. 

Samuel Abdlet. 

Chables Tubneb*. 
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To—The Hon’blb Geobge Piqot, Esq'f., and Council of Fort St. George. 
Gentlemen,— 

In my letter of the 16'^'* I acquainted you with the arrival of two 

Letter from Colonel Fordc, Commanding the French shipS wlth iPorCCS On boai’d for 

Bengal Detachment to the Northward. the rehcf of Mazulipatam, they still remain 

His apprehensions that Salabat Jung will persevere Road, and Captain SamSOn haS nOt 

imthe French Interest. appeared siuce the IG**", SO I conclude he 

has made the best of his way to Bengal, the French still make their party good 
with Salabat Jung, he has sent his Morattas before to block us up, marches 
after them himself with the French in the Van, after the taking of Mazuli- 
... . . o j patam Gudge Putty Baiah insisted on 

The French ships remain in Mazulipatam Road. * . . -i 

returning towards bis own country and 
by this time is got to Bajahmundrum. I don’t think I have any great loss of 
him, half my people are Employed in guarding the Prisoners in Mazulipatam, 
with the other half I shall keep out as long as I can, for if I once retire into 
the Fort the men from the ships will land immediately. 

I have the honor to be, 

Mazulipatam, Gentlemen, 

18^ April 1759. Your most obedient humble Servant, 

PBAN® FORDE. 


To— Geoege Pocock, Esq^, Vice-Admiral of the Red 

and Comniander>m-Chief of His Majesty’s Squadron in India. 


Sir,— 

The Brittania has been detained till now upon an appearance of General 
, Action between our Army and Lally, 

Letter to Admiral Pocock. , , , -.i*/-. 

who advanced within Cannon Shot oi our 
Post at Conjeveram and remained there four or five days in which time it is re¬ 
ported he lost an Officer and about thirty men. The IS*"* Instant the French 
Army march’d away towards Wondiwash, since which we hear they have Can¬ 
ton’d a part at Arcot, Chetteput, and other Garrisons and a part* are gone to 
Pondichery—hereupon we have ordered the Marines and Seamen to be im¬ 
mediately embark'd. 

Last night a Peon arrived from Mazulipatam which he left the 
Instant. He brought no Publick Letters but it is said that Salabat Jung had Sent 
one of his • Principal Officers to treat with Cojonel Forde, that the two French 
Ships had left the Road without landing the Troops, and that the Hardwick 
was returned there. . If this account is true we ju^e-the Ships are on their 
Return to Pondichery and hope some of your Cruizers may fall in with them. 

We are with the most perfect Esteem, 

SlE, 


Poet St. George, 
5-8““ May 1759. 


Your most obedient humble Servants, 

GEORGE PIGOT, eto.. Council, 


66 F. D. 



14 


Monday, IV** J ime. 

At a Consultation, Peesent. 
George Pigot, Esq*. Ojwemort President , 
John Smith. 

Charles Bouechieb. 

Henry Van-Sitta.rt. 

Samel Ardlet. 

John Cailland. 

John Ptbhs. 

Kichard Fairfield. 

Charles Turner. 


To—The Hon’blb Georgs Pigot, Esq,, and Council of Fort St. George. 

Gentlemen,— 

Tour favors of the lO*** and 21®‘ and April and third of May have come 

Letter from Colonel Forde Commanding the tO hand, by which I find I am tO stand by 
Bengal Detachment at MazuHpatam. myself, and not expect any Assistance 

from your Presidency, Either of Money, Men or Ships. 

Yesterday I received a letter from Bengal wrote in Cypher, as it does not 
answer to the Cypher sent with me from thence, I take the liberty of 
sending it to you in order to be decyphered, and beg the favor you will Send 
it back to me as soon as possible with a copy of the Cypher. 

I have made a treaty with the Nabob Salabat Jung a copy of which I 
send you. 

M'. Moracin has landed some men at Ganjam out of the Haerlem and 

Th^French Ships left MazuHpatam Road and Bvistoly SOme people Say three hundred 

Unded some men at Ganjam. other five, he has joined Narandieu and. it 

is said intends to march to the Southward. I cannot possibly give him a 
Meeting until the Prisoners here be sent away, and the rains I am told set in 
the latter end of June and continue so violent for three months that I fear it 
will be impossible to take the Fidd before the month of October, or perhaps 
November. 

I have honor to be, 

Mazulifatam, Gentlemen, 

58“* May 1759, Tour, most obedient & most humble Servant, 

FRAN®* FORDE. 


To—The Hon'ble Georg* Pigot, Esq'., and the other Gentlemen of the 

Select Committee at Fort St. George. 

Hon'ble Sir and Sirs,— 

Letter from Johu Andrews, Esqr., Chief at Viz- I am nOW tO reply tO yOUT Several 

favors of the 2"« 19*“ and 21®‘ past. 

Salabat Jung might possibly be angry with the Rajah for joining us 
against the French, though he cou’d not at his power, as he is ready to pay due 
homage to him, and I believe wou’d submit to any terms that wou’d procure 
him peace and quiet in his own Country. As Colonel Forde writes me he has 
sign’d a Treaty with Salabat Jung, it is unnecessary to say any more on that 
h^d, or to assure Your Honors, etc. with what readiness I shou’d have joined 
him in Endeavouring to bring, about such an Accommodation. 
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Moracin with the two Ships destined for Metchlipatam, is now at 
„ ... , , .u r. Ganiam, and has landed about one hundred 

Europeans, Narrain Dev quitted Ohica- 
cul a few days past to join them, and 
without the Rajah draws a part of his Force this way to intercept them, We 
have no other reason than to expect them here. I am preparing a Vessel and 
am in hopes to get the Company’s Effects Shipped off in time. 

I am, with the greatest Esteem, 
VlZAGAPATAM, Hon’bLB SiE AND SlES, 

May 1759. • Your most obedient & most humble Servant, 

JOHN ANDREWS. 


The articles of the treaty concluded between Salabat Jung and Colonel 
Forde are as follow. 

A Copy of Requests made by Coloiltel Forde to Nabob Salabat Jung and his 

Article of the treat; concluded bettreen Col. Forde OOmplyanCO thereto in his OWE hand aS will 
and Salabat Jung. appear hereunder;— 

The whole of the Circar of Metchlipatam with 8 Districts as well the Circar 
of Nizampataih, and the Districts of Codaverand Wacalmannar shall he given 
to. the English Company as ah Enam (or Free Gift) and the saneds granted to 
them in the same manner as was done to the French. 


The Nabob Salabat Jung will oblige the French Troops which are in this 
Country to pass the River Ganges within 16 days or send them'to Pondichery 
or to any other place out of the Decan Country on the other side of the River 
Kishna. In future he will not suffer them to have a Settlement in this Coun¬ 
try on any account whatever nor keep them in his Service nor assist them nor 
call them to his Assistance. 

The Nabob will not Demand op call Gazapettyraz to an account for what 
he has collected out of the Circars belonging to the French nor for the compu¬ 
tation of the revenues of his own Country in the present year, but let him re¬ 
main peaceably in it in future and according to the Computation of the Reve¬ 
nues of his Country before the time of the French agreeable to the Customs of 
his Grand Father and Father and as was then paid to the Circar so he will now act, 
and pay accordingly to the Circar, and if he the Rajah does not agree to it, 
then the Nabob may do what he pleases. In all cases the Nabob will not assist 
the Enemy’s of the English nor give them protection. 

The English on their part will not assist the Nahob*^ Enemy’s nor give 
them Protection. 

Dated Moon Ramadaen the 16 Hegra 1172 which is the 14'^'’ of May 1759. 

In the Nabob’s own hand which may be seen on the top of the Original as 
weU as his Grand Seal. 


I swear by God and his Prophet and upon the Holy Alcoran that I with 
pleasure agree to the Requests specifyed in this Paper and shall not Deviate 
from it even an hair’s Breadth. 


The Board cannot hut regard it as a most favourable Circumstance that 
Colonel Forde has succeeded in making a friend of Salabat Jung, as whilst he 
continues in our interest there can J)e little reason to apprehend that the French 
wiR be able to regain their Northward Possessions, and We hope the Rajah 
Aunendarauze will at least he able to prevent any immediate Designs they may 
have against Vizagapatam.. Aliho’ we think it is hardly to he apprehended, 
they can proceed upon new conquests under their present circumstanoes. ^ 

Agreed that a letter he wrote in answer to Colonel Forde repeating and 
.♦n enforcing the Arguments which induce 

US to be of opiuLon that it is most ezpedi« 
ent for the good of the service in General to keep our whole strength here, in 
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order to make head against the Main Body of the Enemy, which will at the 
same time prevent their making Attempts to the Northward. But with respect 
to the French Prisoners under his charge, in order to relieve him of that 
Burthen by every means in our power, that We shall direct the Commanders 
of the Ships from Europe this season as well as the Stretham expected from 
Bombay to call at Mazulipatam and take on board as many as they can 
accomodate. 

The Letter from the Select Committee of Bengal to Colonel Forde being 
decyphered it appears to be dated the S*** March, advising him of the approach¬ 
ing Troubles in Bengal and directing that he hold himself in readiness to return 
thither upon the first orders. 

Ordered that the abovementioned Letter from the Select Committee of 
Bengal be returned to Colonel Forde with copy of the Cypher, Also copy of the 
Letter from Mr. Manningham to the President dated the 12**^ April (entered in 
Consultation the 17“*' ultimo) which advices of the agreeable Prospect that 
affairs in that Province will soon be restored to Tranquility in which case fresh 
orders are to be sent to Colonel Forde to Repair with his Detachment to the 
coast when matters are settled to the Northward. 


Ordered also that a Letter be wrote to Salabat Jung assuring him that in eon- 
,, , formitj' to the Treaty subsisting between 

Letter to Salabat Jung. • T.nji P 

us, we shall do all in our power to preserve 
his Friendship, and assist him as far as we are able upon every occasion. 


GEORGE PIGOT. 

JOHN SMITH. 

CH®®- BOURCHIER. 
JOHN PYBUS. 

HENRY VAN-SITTART. 
RICH'’- FAIRFIELD. 
SAM'* ARDLEY. 
CHARLES TURNER. 


To—The Hon’ble GsoneE Pigot, Esq., and Council of Fort St. George. 
Gentlemen,— 

Your favour of the 6"* of May has been delivered me by Lieutenant 
Bon jour, who sets out to-morrow for Madras with the French Prisoners, I also 

Letter from Col. Forde Commanding the Bengal Send witll ^ him four hundred of my 

Detncment at Mazniipatam. Seapoy’s without ai’ms who. ate desirous 

Mr. Bonjour arrived there with the Escort. returning to their Native Couutry. they 

have behaved very well since I have had the Command of them, and are now 
dismissed at their own desire and to make jgood the promise I made them at 
leaving Bengal. 

Mr. Bonjour has applied to me for money for the payment of his people, 
and I have advanced him Seven thousand Rupees, I am already in debt above a 
Lack of Rupees and no possibility of a remittance from Bengal sooner than the 
middle of*September, Please to send the sum I have advanced him by the first 
conveyance. 

Mr. Moracin has certainly landed five hundred Europeans at Ganjam, the 
worst ship in the Company’s Service wou’d he suflScient to take his ships or 
drive them ashore as they are quite stripped of their European Hands. 
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8 al{ibat Jang and his brother Nizam Ally have met and settled all matters 
Saiftbat Jang accommodated with his Brother amicably* and jBiissala Jung has retired 
Nizam Ally and returned into Qoiconda^ in disgust, and has taken the French with 

him; they hare crossed the Kishna at Istipili and are going to Vizapore* Bussala 
Jang*s Country. 

Since writing the abore the Leopard Snow is arrived with your Letters of 

Kepresentsthsthe cannot proceed with his De- 27*'* Of June, it is nOt in my pOWCr 

tachments to Madras without Express orders from tO Comply with yOUr RcqUCSt of marching 

®*“**^' to the Southward, because my orders from 

Bengal are “ to go to Madras as soon as every thing is settled in this country, 

and I am far from thinking matters can 
said to be settled so long as Mr. Moraciu 


In great want of money. 


continues in the Country with five hundred Europeans, another material objec¬ 
tion to marching is want of money, supposing my orders were to arrive to-mor¬ 
row, I con’d not sett out without Two Lacks of Bupees, because I already owe 
one lack beside the Seapoys pay for the month of June. 

Yesterday morning the Seapoys who were to Mount Guard (to the number 
of seven hundred) mutinied and grounded their arms saying they wou’d do no 
duty untill they were paid their pay and prize money that was due to them; as 
soon as I had notice of this I went directly to the parade seized two of the 
Bingleaders and had them blown from a Gun'; this is the second mutiny I have 
quelled occasioned by the want of money. I can do.no more than represent 
these things to you, aud if you do not think proper to relieve my necessities let 
the consequence lie at your door. 

1 have the honor to be. 

Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient and most humble servant, 
Mazulipatam, FEANCIS FOEDE. 


S' July ms, 

Thursday, 12* July. 

At a Consultation, Pkbsent: 
George Pigot, Esq*, Qopernory President, 
John Smith. 

Charles Bourchier. 

Henrt Van-Sittart. 

Samuel Ardley. 


John Pybus. 

Eiohard FairpieIu. 

OharIiEs Turner. 

• • « e ■, e • ’ 

To—L ibtjtbnant-Col. Fobdb. 

Sib,— 

We received your Letter dated the 3*^ Instant, yon do not mentimi what 
Letter coii. FoxoE Commuidiiig the Bengal De* numbor of Frisonors you havo Sent* Under 
tachment to the Northward. Bonjour’s Escoit nor havo WO yet any 

news of l)im on the Bead, We shall take all the Measures in our Power to secure 
his march hither. 

The Want you are in of money gives us great ooncem—tjie more as it is 
out of our power to. relieve you. We are in great danger of falling^.. iind» the 
name circumstances, and it is not to he doubted that the Bad Consequences here 
wou’d be infinitely more severe than with you. We hatiei an Enemy upon our 

asa F. D. « 
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EtOUtietS to whom our Troops, if discontented, can desert daily— Tours hare not 
a place to fly to. Add to this that the care of this Presidency and its Dependen¬ 
cies in this province are objects of greater Importance to the General Welfare 
of the Company than their Possessions in the Decan, especially if those Posses¬ 
sions will not yield enough to pay the Troops employed for their protection. 
That you may be sensible of the necessity of taking all the measures in your 
Power for supplying yourself with money, we will inform you that the Com¬ 
pany have sent us no supplies by the ships that have arrived and write us 
moreover that they shall send none either to Bengal, Bombay or this Presidency 
untill the next year. We have wrote to Bengal and Bombay and depend on 
their assistance to prevent the Difficulties in which we shou’d have already been 
involved had we not received a considerable lupply from the former place in 
the month of April. One of the Vessels, dispatched from thence, called the 
Betsy Stioto, lost her passage and we have been informed by private advices is 
at Visagapatam. She bad six chests on board containing Sonant* Rupees 60,000 
the which in case she is still there we have directed the Chief and Council to 
land and pay to you. It is needless to caution you to keep as secret as possible 
the Resolution we have mentioned of the Court of Directors. 

With regard to the care of the settlement of Mazulipatam, the management 
of the Rents and Revenues you have acquired for the Company and the future 
operations of your Army we shall be quite silent, since you have conceived it to 
be the Intentions of the Gentlemen in Bengal that all those Dispositions should 
be under your sole authority, although contrary to the Company’s Regulation 
of the Extent of the Commission of their several Presidencies. 

The French Fleet have not yet appeared upon the Coast. By what the Com¬ 
pany write as well as the advices from the Cape we judge they will not bring 
any large number of land Forces. The Boyal George saild from England the 16**^ 
February in company with six Ships for Coast and Chioa on board of which are a 
part of a Battalion of King’s Troops; the Rest were to embark soon after in 
the Coast and Bay Ships and four men of War of the Line; Besides the Battalion, 
there are Recruits on board some of the Ships. 

We are with esteem. 

Sir, 

Tour most obedient Servants, 
GEORGE PIGOT, &•., &•. 

Fort S’". George, 

July 1759. 

P.8 .—We desired in our Letter of the 21** April that you wou’d supply 
us, if possible, with French Cannon of 24,18 or 12 pounders, having collected 
together a large number of Shot for those Calibers since the Siege. 

Monday, the 30“* July, 

At a Consultation, Present: 

George Pigot, EsQ^, Governor, President. 

John Smith. 

John Pxbus. 

Richard Fairpield. 

Charles Bourchieb. 

Henry Van-Sittart. 

Samuel Ardlet. 

Charles Turner. 


• Sanw&t, Snnat, Sonant, Snnott—aeren years, but applied in Bengal to mpees in the third year of their enrrency, 
wh6n tbeiF-valne lo compariMn with the money of account, op current rupee, was reduced from 16 per cent* to 11 pep 
cent, above the latter; that is, the rupee was rated in the first year of its issue at 116 to 100 current rupees, in tho 
second year it circulated at 118 to 100 currant rapoesi and in the third and ever after, at 111 to 100 eurrent rupeeaa 
when It waa termed Sanwdh 
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To—The Hon^blb Gborqb Piqot, Esq*., & Connoil at Fort S*. George. 

Gentlemen,— 

Yesterday I was favoured with your Letter of the IS***. Lieut Bonjour 

Letter from Col. Forde Comdg. the Detachment at left this with the FrisOUerS the C*** auU 

Mazdipatam. • jjad crossed the Kislma hut on my hav¬ 

ing certain advices by my own Hircaras and by private Intelligence in this 
Town that the French on the other side the Kishna intended to intercept him I 
ordered him to, return with all expidition, and he is now here; this advice 

Lieut. Bonjour’^ march with the French Prieoners prOVCd just, for they haVO nOW taken Up 
inturrupted by the motion of Basaiet Jung’s Army, their quarters at Kondavier and are send¬ 
ing out detachments to all the adjacent Oountries, and collecting all they can, 
their Force consists of two hundred French Commanded by Lieut. Noirfosse, 
five thousand Seapoys, fifteen hundred Horse, and sixty Europeans Commanded 
by Bussalat Jung and Zulfisar Jung. I suppose when they find themselves 
disappointed of their prey they will plunder as much as they can and then 
retire to Bussalat Jung’s Country. When opportunity offers of a Ship going to 
your Presidency, I can send you 4 Guns of 24, Eleven of 18, and ten of 12 
Pounders, which is all I have of those Calibers, please to let me know how 
many of each sort you may have occasion for. 

Maztjlifatam, I have the honor to he, 

18‘* July 1759. Gentlemen, 

* Your most obedient and most humble Servant, 

FRAN. FORDE. 

P./S'.—There is no such Vessel as the Betsy Snow at Yizagapatam. 


Wednesday, S*** August. 

At A Consultation, Peesent; 
George Pigot, Esq*, Governor^ President. 

John Smith. 

John Pybus., 

Bichaep Faiefieli). 

Charles Bourchiee. 

Henry Van-Sittart. 

Samuel Ardley. 

Charles Turner. 


To—L iebtbnanT'Colonel Fobdb. 


Sir,— 

Buzalat Jung by our latest accounts is still in Motion •with his Army 

Letter to Lieutenant-Colonel Forde, CommeBding tOWards this PrOVince and it is alsO ro- 
«he Bengal Detachment at Maanlipatam. ported has been joined by the Jemidars 

of Mustapha Nagar, and Murtazanagar, whose districts lye a little on this side 
of Mazulipatam. If therefore you were to detach a Party thither it may have 
the effect of drawing back their Forces, and the Pretence given out may be to 
demand the Tribute due from them as dependent on Mazulipatam. 

We have received advice from Mr. Herbert, the Resident at Batavia, that 
an armament consisting of 600 Europeans and 1,400 Bugganese had Embark’d 
on board of 8 of their Ships, which it was reported were to receive a further 
Reinforcement at CeyloU and then proceed to Negapatam, being intended to act 
as Auxiliaries upon this Coast, six of the Ships with part of the Troops we sinco 
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hear are arrived at Negapatam, but we are as yet uncertain what may be their 
real Design and desire you will take the most Speedy Method of Communicating 
tMs Intelligence to the Gentlemen at Bengal. 

The Company’s Ship Boyal George fell in a few days ago with a Sloop from 
Pondichery bound to Mauritius, which she took a Prize; on board were the 
Chevallier de Crellon, Colonel of Dragoons, the Marquis de Oharabois, Aid-de- 
Camp to Mr. Lally, a Captain of Artillery, two Volunteers, the Surgeon Major 
of the Army, the Master and two Officers of the Sloop, and 7 Europea 4 Seamen. 

It will be necessary that you transmit to us as soon as possible, a list of 
the Names and Quality of the French Prisoners taken at Mazulipatam, that a 
disposition may be formed for effecting their Exchange. 

Fort St. George, We are, 

Aug* 17*69. Sir, 

Tour most obt. Servants, 

GEORGE PIGOT ^ Council. 


Thursday, 23^ Aug*. 

At a Consultation, Present: 

George Pigot, Esq*., Governor, President, 
John Smith. 

John Ptbus. 

Richard Fairfield. 

Charles Bohrchier. 

Henry Van-Sittart. 

Samuel Ardley.) 

Charles Turner. 


To—The Hom’ble Oeobgb Pigot, Esq., & Council of Fort St. Qeerge. 


Gentlemen,— 


I am favoured with your letter of the 2"*, and shall send the Guns 

Letter from Colonel Fordo Commanding the Ben* yOU mention by the first Opportunity 
gal Detachment at Mazulipatam. that offers from this Port, probabfy 

you will be better inform’d of the Motions of Buzalat Jung’s army than 
I can be, you will please therefore to send your orders to Lieutenant Bonjour 

when you think he can march the pri¬ 
soners with safety; if you con’d spare one 
of the Europe ships, she cou’d carry all 
the Prisoners and guns, if they march by land numbers of them may possibly 
escape, Mr. Bonjour’s party not being numerous enough to take proper care of 
more than one hundred. 


Becommends that a ship be sent to Mazulipatam to 
bring up the Prisoners. ^ 


By advices received from two of my Harcaras returned yesterday from Gan- 

jam in 13 days, Mr. Moracin is encamp- 
to be in great dietreee for ^ within three CoTse of Ganjam and in 

great distress for Money and Provisions, 
Narraindev has been with him, but on some dispute between them with regard 
to money has got away from him and with some of bis own people and hill 
Jemidars keeps at five or six Corse distant from him. nnd prevents all kind of 
F^visions from going to bis camp, he has sent away the smallest of his two 
ships {the Bristol) for Rice as is said, he has about twenty small Guns fiitted 
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up from the ships but no Bullocks to draw them, the other ship the Harlem is 
leaky, his force is 600 Europeans and 1,200 Seapoys, and if the above account 
be true probably he may embark when the Bristol returns. 

By undoubted authority from an Officer who was present at Pondichery 
when he embarked, I am assured he had 600 Europeans with liim, this officer I 
met with at the Nabob’s Camp, he was just then arrived by land from Pondichery 

Request of .Swiss officer from the French to be ^j^h Letters for Moracin, he is a SwisS 
takeu into our service granted conditionally. lil6UtGn8»Ilt, aQCl Wanted tO enter into OUr 

service, which I refused untill I cou’d be 
assured of his Integrity, or untill he cou’d do me some signal service, be has un- 
dert^en to go to Moracin’s Camp, and carry ofl all the English and foreigners, 
and join me with them, if he performs this, I have promised to take into 
our service. 

Tour favour of the 9“* is just come to hand, I send yon enclosed an Indent 
for Stationery, of which we are in the greater want, likewise a Letter to 
the Marquis deConflans which after reading he pleased to forward. 

I have the honor to be, 

Gentlemek, 

Your most humble and most obedient Servant, 
FEAN CIS FORDE. 


Mazulifatam, 
J6'* August 1759. 


8S67.D. 

CI«Tt> tiwtnl Friuttne Ofllct, a.. tM F. A. D. 




Monday 17**^ September 1759. 

At a. C0N8ULTA.TION Pbesent : 
Geokge Pigot, Esq., Governor, President. 
John Smith. 

John Pybes. 

Bichabd Fairfield. 

Charles Bourchier. 

Henry Vansittart. 

Samuel Ardley. 

Charles Turner. 


To Lieutenant-Colonel Forde. 

Sir, 

Our last was dated the 25*’* Ultimo Agreable to what we then wrote We 

Letter to Colonel Forde, Commanding the Bengal nOW desjiatch tO yOU the Ships JDetthufn 

Detachment at Mazniipatam. and Oxford to bring hither all your 

French Prisoners; as the season grows very late. We must desire their detention 
with you may be no longer than is absolutely necessary to embark the Prisoners, 
when you will please to order the Commanders to return here without loss 
of time. 

Our advices Concerning Basalet Jung agree that He is Marching this way 
and was advanced within Ten Miles of Nellour. It is reported his Intention is 
to leave a part of his Army to lay Seige to that place, and with remainder to 
proceed to Tripoty to endeavour to Seize on the Collections that may be made 
at the Approaching Feast. We have an Ofi&cer with a small Detachment at each 
of those places, and hope they will be able to frustrate the Enemy’s Designs. 
In this we Conceive it may be greately in your power to assist with the Forces 
under your Command, after having Shipped on board the French Prisoners, by 
Marching with the greatest part of your Europeans, and falling upon the Ene¬ 
my’s Jlear and Intercepting as much possible their Supplys of all kinds. This 
we imagine may be attempted with little risk to Mazulipatam from Mr. Mora- 
cin and the Forces he has, as repeated Accounts from Ganjam acquaint of us of 
his being in a very distressed Situation there and much embarrassed with Nar- 
raindiu and the Country Powers ; whence We conceive it is most probable he 
will rather think of Embarking with his people and returning to Pondicherry 
than undertaking any fresh Expeditions to the Northward. 

The French Squadron consisting of Eleven Sail of the Line and five frigates 
has at length made its appearance on the Coast. Mr. Pocock saw them first the 
2“* Instant, but as they Cautiously avoided Coming to Action, It was the 10*** 
before he cou’d bring them to one, and then Seven only* of his Ships cou’d get 
into the Line, and Engaged theEnem,y*s Eleven, The Sunderland and Weymouth 
being tbe Sternmost and Sailing heavily Cou’d not Come in for any Share of the 
Action, which continued two Hours very warm on both sides, when the Enemy 
bore away with their whole Squadron and it was not in the power of ours to 
follow them any distance, being greatly disabled in their Masts and Rigging. 

The Revenge who brought us this news left the Admiral the 13*** off Nega- 
patam repairing the damage done to the Squadron ; The French were then to 
the Southward of him employed in the same manner; but we Conclude they will 
Endeavour to get to Pondicherry which they may easily effect by passing 
Mr. Pocock in the Night. We know not if they have any Land Forces on 
board for Pondicherry, but from their Endeavours to avoid an Engagement, it is 
reasonable to imagine they have, or Supplies of Money and Stores. Our Army 
was just going to take the Field with a view of bringing the Enemy to a General 
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Action, or to attack some of tke Country Forts in their Possession, But we now 
Judge it most prudent to wait till we are at a Certainty, whether they have re¬ 
ceived any reinforcements and what Number. It However appears to us the 
more necesary that the Troops under your Command should be Employed in 
such manner as to he of use to the Common Cause and if Mr. Moracin is re- 
imbarked. We think you should march hither without delay with the Major 
part of your Force. 

The Marquis de Conflans has applied to the President for a Passport for 
his Baggage remaining at CocWnara, which we send enclosed, and must desire 
you will forward it to the Person who has the same in Chaise. 

We have been addressed by the Govr and Council of Negapatam on the 
Subject of five French officers who had taken protection in their Factory at 
Cockanara being forcibly made Prisoners by your Orders, which they Complain 
of as a breach of the Neutrality subsisting between our respective Nations. 
We send you enclosed a Copy of the translate of their Letter and our reply to it, 
and must request you will acquaint us particularly concerning this proceeding, 
that We may be* enabled, to give them a fuller answer to what they have said on 
the Occasion. 

Two of the Hutch ships lately arrived at Negapatam from Batavia saild the 
2^ Instant for Bemlepatam. 

You will receive by these Ships a supply of Stationary Paper agreable to 
your Indent. 

You will not omit to send us up such of the French heavy Guns and 
Mortars as you can spare by the return of these Ships. 

We are. 

Sir, 

Your most obedient Servants, 

Fort St. George ; GEORGE PIGOT, &c.. Council, 

17'^ September 1759. 


Monday, 24*” September. 

At a Constiltatio» Present. 
George PiGOT, Esq., GovernortFreeident. 
John Smith. 

John Pybijs. 

Bichd Fairfield. 

Charles Bourchibr, 

Henry Vansittart. 

Samuel Ardlet, 

Charles Turner. 


To the Hon'blb Geobgb Pigot, Esq., and Council of Port St. George. 

Gmimmeh, -Sometime eltet the Captute ol this pl^ seTeral of the 
utw e™. o.i«»i f™!*. tb. r^oh Papers petib<mrf to be token 

Bengal Detacbment at Maaulipatam. intO OUT SeiVlCe, On wmcn i entertained 

all the Germans and Portuguese in Number forty-six, in a very little time they 
began to desert and at several times ten of them went off. I then suspected 
some of the Parole Gentleman being concerned in inveigling them, but could not 

find out who, but in order to put a stop 
Unwarrantable Bebavionr of tbe French Gentle- ^ their proceedings I Confined the re¬ 
maining thirty-six, at length one of those 


men Prisoners remaining at Ganjam. 
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who was Confined gave me information that Mr. Mangin was the Man 
who had persuaded the others to desert and had given them Money, and that he 
one day Called this informant as he was passing hy his house and asked him 
what he did in the English Service, that his Company was then at Kondavier, 
and advised him to go and join them, and gave him a Pagoda to hear his Ex- 
pences. On this information I sent a party of seapoys with an oflScer to Tanam 
to bring Mr. Mangin to me, when he arrived and was Confronted, with his ac¬ 
cuser, he seemed greatly Confounded, but however strongly denied the fact, in 
taking over the office he said our Gentlemen at Pondicherry had done much 
worse for they had endeavoured to persuade the Confined Prisoners to rise and 
murder the Garrison, and so make their escape which he said might he easily- 
effected as the Garrison was then very weak having sent all or most of their 
men to the Siege of Madras, and that Mr. Lally did not seem to resent their 
behaviour so much as I did this affair, supposing it to be true, for that he only 
ordered the Officers to be sent to Madras, and the Men to he more closely con¬ 
fined, in answer to which I told him that 1 believed the whole to be a downright 
falshood, and desired him to tell his Author, this he declined, and I then told 
him if he could not prove what he said that he must expect to he treated a little 
more roughly than we were accustomed to treat Gentleme because such a scan¬ 
dalous aspersion could not be passed hy unnoticed. I now send this Gentleman 
by Captain Bibb to answer for himself, I think he ought to be sent to Europe 
by the first Ships or at least kept in Confinement during the War. The Gentle¬ 
men Prisoners pay very little regard to their Parole as you will perceive by the 
Copy of an Intercepted Letter I send you with this, it was wrote from Tanam 
where Mess”. Dennis, Panon, Lerot this M*. Mangin and several other political 
heads have resided some time, you will see they hold Correspondence in all 
parts. I have ordered them all here to take their passage to Fort S‘. George, 
the letter was certainly wrote by M'. Panon which is very visible by comparing 
it with his Letter and other writings, notwithstanding he has endeavoured to 
disguise his hand. By Hircaras just arrived from Ganjam M*^. Moracin is in 
great distress. Narrandieu has forced him to retreat back to Ganjam where he 
keeps them at Bay and has killed thirty or forty Europeans and taken three 
Guns, the Harlem is gone to Pieces and the Bristol has been gone to Sea 
Sometime, so that he has nothing with him now but one small Ship he found 
at Ganjam; one Europe Ship sent there wou’d destroy her and the Bristol too 
shou’d she return. 


I have the honor to be, 
Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient & humble Servant, 
Mazulipatam; FRANCIS FORDE. 

15“ September 1759, 


To the Hon’bls George Pigot, Esq., & Council of Fort St. George, 

Gentlemen, —Yesterday Evening the Leopard Snow Gapt. Barclay arrived 

Letter .from Colonel Forde, Commanding the here from Calcutta, shc has brought scveral 
Bengal Detachment at Uazulipatam. . Letters for your Presidency and . shall be 

dispatched in a day or two for Madras, as she may possibly have a tedious Passage 
I take the liberty to send you the copies of two Letters wrote by the Presidency 
of Bengal to you which will require an immediate answer, and shall take it as 
a favour to know your deteimination on that head as soon as possible; I am 
ordered to march towards Ganjam in case the French Continue there as soon as 
the weather will permit, without waiting for the reinforcement expected from 
Ordered back to Bengal with his detachment after your Presidency, which they say may 
finishing matter in Decan. follow me to Vizagapatam by SOU *, and 

after finishing the business in the Decan make the best of my way to Bengal 



4 


leaving Your Detachments and all the Settlements under the Care of M'. 
Andrews. In case the French should have quitted Ganjam I am to return to 
Bengal either by sea or land as opportunity shall offer, in either case the care 
of this place with its Dependencies falls to your Province and you will please to 
give your orders in Consequence thereof, the rains are now very heavy and 
roads impassable for Carriages, but hope by the middle of Next Month I shall 
be able to begin my Mai’ch, the Gentlemen of Bengal promise to send me a ship 
or two to attend my motions, so soon as the Coast and Bay ships shall arrive, 
if you think proper you may save them the trouble and risque of going to 
Bengal and returning, by ordering one or two of them to come here and receive 
their orders from me. The Paragraph relating to Andrews is as follows 
“ Although it be not our Intention that any one shou*d interfere with you in 
your Military Command, or the Politicks of the Country, yet we think it will be 
for the Company’s interest that M'. Andrews take charge of the Civil and Mer¬ 
cantile affairs at Mazulipatam, you will therefore permit him to act as Chief 
agreable to his appointment from Fort St. George. 

I have the honour to be. 

Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient and most humble Servant, 
Mazulipatam; FEANCIS FOEDE. 

J8“ September 1759, 


To the Hon’blb Geobqe Pigot, Esq., President and Governor, &c., Council of Fort St. 

George. 


Hon’ble Sie and Sirs, —The Committee wrote to you overland the 24*’' 


Letter from the Governor and Council at Bengal. 


Ultimo, a duplicate of which Letter was 
dispatched to you in like manner the 29*'*, 


but as the precariousness of the Conveyance obliged them to write in Cypher, 
they con’d not do it so fully as they wished, and as the importance of the subject 
required. We therefore now communicate to you our Sentiments in' a more 
explicit manner, and the matter being of such high consequence, we chose to 
do it in the name of the whole Council especially as it seems to be the Intention 


of our Masters, that such business only as more immediately required Secrecy 
shou’d be left to the Select Committee. We herewith send you the letter Corres¬ 


ponding to the Cypher. 


It is well known of what Singular advantage the Settlement is in itself to 
our Employers^ and you need not be told how much the preservation of yours 
depends on it, as you daily experience you must draw from hence your- 
supplies of Provisions and Money. This being the Case We cannot doubt 
of your agreeing with us in opinion, that your principal attention as well as 
ours, ought to be bestowed on the Security of so valuable a province. Our 
having been fortunate enough to frustate the late attempt of the Shahzadah 
to disturb it, has had so good an effect as to settle every thing, We hope upon 
a firmer footing than ever. We look upon ourselves to be safe for some time at 
least from any inturruptions from the Country Powers. But however secure 

Their apprehensions of Mr. Moracin’s party turn- ’lYe pia^ be from these, e have T^aSOU 

ing their arms northward. Considering the Smalluess- of our Forces 

to be under some Apprehensions, while the French have a body of Men so near 
as at Ganjam: that these amount to 400 or upwards We have confirmed to 
us by the Concurring evidence of more than 40 deserters from them. The Coit* 
tiguity of Ganjam to Cuttack the boundary of these Dominions, and which is 
under the Moratta Government, renders them dangerous Neighbours, and one 
can hardly imagine that a such a number of Men would be spared from the 
main body, and suffered to remain at Ganjam so long, if the Enemy had not 
some* intentions of turning their Arms this way. For notwithstanding the 
account you had received of the two French Ships being gone from thence. 
We are assured by the Master of a Moor’s Vessel arrived here the 16“' Instant 
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that he saw them there the begluing of this month. It woo’d have been a 
lucky Circumstance had you been able to detach one or two of the Indiamen 
after them, as they would have been found in such a Situation, as to prove an 
easy Capture. Monsieur Moracin who has the command of the Qanjam Party 
may perhaps, by laying before the Morattas the immense wealth of Bengal, 
induce them to join with him in an attempt against it, in which attempt it is 
not impossible but they may be seconded by the French Squadron in the N. E. 
Monsoon, who may land their forces at Ballasore, shou’d they happen to 
slip by our Squadron, or M’'. Focock gone off the coast. Exclusive of this danger 
it is certainly incumbent upon us to leave the French as few Forts as possible, 
and to endeavour to reduce them to the Single port of Fondichery to land 
their Troops at, that so our fleet may the easier watch them. These weighty 
Considerations induce us to be so pressing in our request that you will without 
delay send 300 Men to Colonel Forde to enable him to dislodge the remainder 
of the French out of the Decan. To which we may add that this has been long 
a principal point in the view of our Employers, and wbat they have had very 
much at heart. This request being granted. We with pleasure consent to 
your detaining Colonel Coote with you together with his Battalian tho* 
destined for our use, and provided you keep the French from us. We trust. 
that with the Bengal Detachment now under Colonel Forde in addition 
to the Troops we have here, we shall be able to keep all quiet at home. And 
shou’d M'. Focock'have the good fortune, in case of an Encounter with the 
French fleet, so effectually to defeat them as that we shou’d have nothing to 
fear from that Quarter We might then Venture to send you an additional 
Detachment from hence'. 

We have directed Colonel Forde, to make over to M'. Andrews the 
Civil Administration of Affairs, We think you cannot take amiss that Gentle- 
* man’s not Complying with your Application to proceed to your Assistance with 
his forces leaving only 500 Seapoys behind, as We are persuaded the Application 
wou’d not have been made by you at that time had you known how strong the 
French then were in Decan, We apprehend his compliance would have been at¬ 
tended with the loss of all We had gained in that Country, and so the Company 
have been nothing the better for the Colonel’s Signal Successes, and the Great 
Expense they have been at on this Expedition. 

Tho’ our fortifications are not yet in such a Situation as to occasion any 
present demands on their account yet we cannot possibly do without a Field 
l^in; We therefore desire you will not detain at your Settlement the Field piecees 
Stores or ammunition consigned from home to 418, except what you have an 
absolute necessity for. 

We are, 

Hon’blb Sib & Sins, 

« 

Your most obedient Humble Servants, 
Calcutta; EGBERT CLIVE, &c., Cowwo*/. 

50“ August 1759. 

It is with the greatest satisfaction the Board perceive that the Distur- 
bances in the Bengal Frovince are happily appeased, the Apprehensions the 
Gentlemen express of M'. Moiacin’s Farty at Ganjam must be without founda¬ 
tion as it is utterly impossible in his present Distress’d Situation and unsupported 
by any ofthe Country Fowers, that he can turn his Arms that way. In these 
Circumstances the Board are of opinion that the present Detachment under Colo¬ 
nel Forde is sufficiently strong to repulse M^ Moracin without requiring any 
additional Reinforcement from hence, and which indeed at this J uncture wou’d be 
attended with very great Inconveniences to our operations upon the Coast, where 
our whole united Force is requisite to keep the Enemy in Check. 

From these Considerations it appears to the Board that it wou’d have 
been more for the General Good of Affairs had Colonel Forde been Ordered 
to join us with his Detachment after finishing matters to the Northward; how- 
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ever as the Gentlemen at Bengal have thought proper to give him positive 
Directions for returning thither, It is Resolved in order to provide for the 
Security of our Northward Acquisitions as far as our Means will admit to 
send a small Detachment of Europeans to Mazulipatam by the first convenient 
opportunity. In the mean time Ordered that Lieutenant Bonjour be directed 
to remain there with his Detachment of Seapoys under the-orders of 
Andrews—^and that M'. Andrews be empowered to enlist a further Number 
if he shou’d see necessary. 


September 1759. —A^reable to a Resolution of last Consultation Wrote 
and dispatched the following Letter to Colonel Porde, Commanding the Bengal 
Detachment at Mazulipatam:— 

To Lieutenant Colond Fobdb. 

Sir, —The ships Denham and Oxford Carried you, our last Letter dated 
the 17“* Instant, We have since been favoured with yours of the 15* and 
18* with the Copies of two Letters to us from the Select Committee at 
Calcutta, and an Intercepted Letter to Mr. Moracin. 

We could have wished the Gentlemen in Bengal had judged proper to 

Letter to Colonel Forde, Commanding tbe Bengal haVO Ordered yOU witfi yOUr Detachment 
Detm^hmentatMaanlipatam.. gg Continue in 

the opinion it wou*d have been most for the General Good, but as your Orders 
to proceed to Ganjam to seek for M'. Moracin and return to Bengal, are not 
to be dispensed with, We can only desire that When you think it convenient to 
march from Mazulipatam, Lieutenant Bonjour may be left there with his De-. 
tachment of Seapoys under the orders of M\ Andrews who, if he finds necessary, 
may enlist a further Number, and we shall as soon as possible send him a small 
Detachment of Europeans. It is not in our power in the present Circum¬ 
stances of our affairs to send you the three hundred Men as desired by the 
Gentlemen in Bengal to reinforce your Party. The Enemys force in these Farts 
being Equal or pretty near it in Infantry, besides a Body of three or four hun¬ 
dred well disciplined European Home, which gives them a great advantage 
oyer us. Prom the advices you have lately sent us of M*. Moracin’s distressed 
Situation We think he cannot be in a capacity to make any stand against you, 
but will rather be inclined to leave the place on any Vessels he can meet with. 
If he ^ not already done it,, which seems to os the most probable. As he could 
have little hopes of bettering his Circumstances after having made the Country 
Powers there his Inveterate Enemies. ^ 

The French Squadron are still at Pondicherry, our Intelligence from thence is 
that they have landed only about three hundred Military and Some Coffrees. That 
they had about Eight hundred Men killed and wounded in the action with 
Mr. Pocock, and that some of their Ships are very much shattered. We have 
heard nothing from Mr. Pocock since the Bevenge came from him the 13th 
Instant at Negapatam. 

The Behaviour of French Gentlemen upon Parole at Tanam is veiy un¬ 
pardonable after the mild and generous treatment they have received. The 
Oxford and Denham will furnish you with an opportunity of sending them up 
here, and We shall shew a proper resentment for their having acted so con¬ 
trary to their Parole. 

The Box of stationary intended you by the Oxford was thro* twiaf^Ve 
left behind; but shall be forwarded to you by the first opportunity that 

Since the foregoing was wrote the Drime Eenrp Packet is arrived here 
from England she sailed from thence the 14th April in Company with Admii^ 
Cornish who hw four Ships of the Line under his Command and three of the 
Company's Ships. These the Prince Eenry was separated from the 10th of 
June in the Lattitude of 8® 44' South of the Brazilsi Mr. Cornish proposed 
touching at St. Augustine Bay and at Trincomalay. Colonel Coote with the re- 
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mainder of his Begiment are on board, the ships are ordered to proceed to 
Bengal directly without touching here. 

We are, 

SlE, 

lour most obedient Servants, 

Fort St. George ; GEORGE BIGOT, &c., Council. 

September 1759. 

At a Consultation, Present : 

George Bigot, Esq., Governor^ President. 

John Suite. 

Bawsonne Drake. 

Henrt Vansittart. 

Samuel Ardley. 

Charles Bourchier. 

John Pybus. 

Richard Faireibld. 

Charles Turner. 

Tuesday 16th Oct. 


To the Hoa’ble Georgs Pigot, Esq., and Connell of Fort St. George. 

Letter from Colonel Fordo Cominanding the Bengal GbNTLBMEN,*“I have received yOUr faVOr 

Detachment to the northward. of the 17 th Sept*. The French prisoners 

are embarked on the Denham and Osfordt and as the wind is now fair will sail 

The French priaoners taken at Maznlipatam sent this evening, I have Sent GunS and ShotS 

upon the Detikam and Oxford. by, them accordiug to your desire. 

The Dutch account of the affair at Bolacot is very near as represented by 
the letter from the Gov*, and Council of Negapatam, only that there were but 

HU account of the affair compUined of b; the fouT Frenchmen instead of five and that 
Dutch at Poiacot. two of them Were Chandemagore Prisoners 

who had never surrendered themselves to me and were passing from Noir- 
fosses party to join M*. Moracin at Ganjam. You have answered their Letter sb 
Well and so fully that you have left me nothing to say on. that head, my 
motive for seizing them was to make reprisals for the Sadras affair, and that 
we shoud not be always Plaintiffs, besides the Dutch in these parts are doing 
us more damage than if they were declared enemies, at this time they have sent 
a Sloop &dm Cokanara with Ammunition and Provisions to Ganjam. 

As the Directors have not approved of the transactions of the Gentlemen of 
Bengal with regard to me 1 now find myself at liberty to resign the Service, 
and shall take my passage to Bengal on the Leopard^ and from thmice to 
Europe by the first opportunity. I have delivered to Cap^ Tryon the letters 
brought by Cap\ Barclay, and the rice and wheat 1 have sold here and given 
credit for it in the paymaster’s accounts. 1 should not ha^ taken the liberty 
to detain the Leopard were 1 not empowered so to do by the Gentlemen of 
Bragal. 

Captain Fischer on my dopaiture will have the Command of the Bengal 
Detachment. 

I have the honour to be, 
Gentlemen, 

♦ 

Hazulifatam ; Tour most obedient and most humble Servant, 

Cth October 1769, • 

FRANCIS FORDE. 
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Monday, 22“^ October. 

At a Consultation, Psesent. 

Oeojioe Pigot, Esq., Oovemoft FreaidenL 
John Smith. 

Dawsonne Dbaee. 

Henby Yansittabt. 

Samuel Abdley. 

Chables Boubchieb. 

John Pybus. 

Eichabd Eaibeieli). 


Chables Turneb. 


The advices received since last Consultation are as follow 
That the French troops at Wondiwash being disconted for want of their 
nii.« I. iOTj'v P®’y» 8^6 hundred of them Revolted on 

Re?oltof a part of the French army at Wondiwash. » , , , , v v 

the Instant marched out of the 
Fort to the distance of four miles, and plundered a village, whereupon their 
ofBcers went out to them and are endeavouring by large promises to persuade 
them to return to their duty. 


GEORGE PIGOT. 

JOHN SMITH. 

CH® BOURCHIER. 
DAWSONNE DRAKE. 
HENRY VANSITTART. 
RICHARD FAIRFIELD. 
SAM‘ ARDLEY. 
CHARLES TURNER. 


57“ October 1759 »—Between 8 and 9 o’clock this evening anchored in the 

The Jja» Stormont Songhton and QneetAorongJt Rosd, His Majesty S Ship Out’CnhovOUghy 
Frigate awiye with Colonel Coote, and the re- also the Hon’ble Company’s Ships Aiax, 

. Stormont, and Sou^hi^ witlT ColW 
Coote, and the remainder of his Battalion on board. 


Sunday, 28®* October. 

At a Consultation, Present : 

George Pigot, Esq., Governor^ President 
John Smith. 

Dawsonne Drake. 

• Henry Yansittabt. 

Mb. Abdley, absent. 

Charles Boubchieb. 

John Pybus. 

Richard Fairfield. 

Charles Tubnbe. 

It having been thought expedient and Resolved upon in Consultation the 
15th Instant, in ease of the Arrival of Colonel Coote with his battalion upon 



the Coast that Major Cailland should proceed to Bengal with a Reinforcement 
of 200. of the Company’s troops, Notice is how given to Major Cailland to 
hold himself in readiness accordingly, and the following Letter is wrote and 
dispatched to Major Brereton in order to hasten the Execution of this measure. 

1*1 tl*® meantime the necessary orders are 

for Ctarf Ok*. «id l« a* 

the utmost expedition, as soon as the Weather, which is at present very un¬ 
favourable will permit. 


To the Hon’ble the President and Council at Fort St. Greorge. 


SiES, —I have the honojur of yours of the 16‘’‘ instant by Admiral Pocock, 
Letter from Colonel Co^. ^^. and Conformable thereto, have come with 

a. co.p«i» Companies of my Eegiment. As my 

orders from the Directors are to go to Bengal, I hope Gentlemen you will excul¬ 
pate me to them, for acting'contrary to their intentions, should I stay for the 
present on the Coast, I beg leave to return you my Sincere thanks for the Com¬ 
mand you are pleased .to offer me, 1 wish my abilities were any way equal to 
the task, or that having the Command after Major Brereton (who has acted so 
well in it) may not throw the greater slur on me, should a misfortune happen, 
which we are so liable to in War. 

I shall do myself the pleasure of waiting on you ashore, and have the honor 
to be with the greatest respect and Esteem. 


Gentlemen, 

On board the Houghton Your most obedient, and Most humble Servant, 
Madras road, 28th Octo¬ 
ber 1759. * EYRE COOTE. 


Tuesday, 30“* October. 

At a Consultation, Peesent: 

Geoege Pigot, Esq., OovemoTt president. 

John Smith. 

Dawsonne Peake. 

Henet Vansittaet. 

Samuel Aedley. 

Chables Boueghiee. 

John Pybus. 

Richard Faieeield. 

CARLES Tcenee. 


To the Hon’ble Gsorge Pigot, Esq., and the other Gentlemen of the Select Committee at 

i Fort St. George. 

Hon’ble SiE Sirs,—I. have only.to acquaint you that Colonel Forde 

. Letter from John Andrews, Esq., Chief at Mazuli. left this place the 15th and that Cup^. 

Fischer is preparing to march, to Bengal 
agreeable to his orders. 


257 F. D, 


0 
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I hare wrote earnestly ^to M'. Olive to let this Detachment remain here, 
and Colonel Forde has promised to baek the request, as we imagine he will be 
•sufficiently reinforced by the part of Colonel Coote's Battalion that is gone 
there. If Colonel Forde gets a speedy passage to Bengal we shall hear their 
Besolution very soon, as he has promised to dispatch a sloop immediately. 
In the mean time I am in Expectation of some support from you, as I hare no 
power to stop their march. 

In my last I told you there were no Field Pieces; I since find there are 
some of Iron tolerably good. 

I am, with great respect, 

Hon’ble Sib & Sirs, 

Mazulipatau ; Your most obed*. humble Servant, 

JSV* October 1750. JOHN ANDREWS. 


At a Consultation Present 
George Pigot, Esq., Governor, President, 

John Smith. 

Dawsonnb Drake. 

Richard Fairfield. 

Charles Bourchieb. 
fi[ENRT VaNSITTART. 

Samuel Ardlet. 

Charles Turner. 


To Eyre Coote, Esq.^ Commander-in-Chief of tbe Land Forces on the Coast of Coromandel. 

Sir,—T he Chief cause of our Recommending to you to take the Field, 
Letter to ColAiei Coote, Commanding the Arm; in With the Army, at this Uncertain season, 
the Field. IS the Intelligence we have received, of the 

Enemy’s having assembled a considerable body of men at Tagada, which we 
apprehend may be with a view of taking possession of Syringam, and rendering 
themselves, by that means Masters of all the Distrietsdn that dependence, to 
a very considerable amount. By this Draft they have left, their possessions on 
this side in a state to be insulted, and we hope by ^ attempt of that Sort to 
succeed at least so far, as to force the Enemy, to quit their designs to the south¬ 
ward. The best account we have of their numbers and the situation of them, 
is as follows:— . . 

At Tagada, for the Southward Expedition, of the India Battalion400, the 
Volunteers of Bourbon 60, the Germans of Fischer SO, A company of Grenadiers 
of Lorraih 60,’ A Company of Grenadiers of Lally’s 60, of the Marines 2C0. In 
all 790 Foot and about a hundred horse, with nine pieces of cannon. 

At Arcet, the Body of Lorrain, and 'Lally’s Regiment in all 800 men. 

At Chetteput the Remainder of the Marines about 260. 

At Wondewash 15 Europeans, and all their sick. 

At Carongoly 60 Europ^ns. 

* At Tervatore 70 Europeans. 

At Gutremaloore 60 Europeans. 

And on Detachment with M% Pussy near Cuddapah 150 Cavalry. . * 
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. At Pondicherry, nothing left but Invalids and militia, Upon your arrival 
at Cflmp, you will be informed what Motions ha;ve been made upon the hews of 
your march, and we leave it to your Sir to use your Endeavours, to attack with 
advantage such of their Possessions as you shall find to be least prepared fdr 
defence, and where Consequently, we may hope to distress them with little loss 
on our part. If Oorohgoly coiiM be invested with the smhll Force that is now 
ittit we think it might be an easy Conquest and the possession of it would be 
convenient, as we have at present no place of security on the other side of the 
River. There are four eighteen pounders with proper carriage and ammuni¬ 
tion at Changleput, and we now order out two more, although we think it would 

- be hazardous at this season to undertake any regular attack of a Fort, as the 
rains, which .are to be daily expected might render the Roads impassable for ' 
heavy cannon, and indeed if they recall their Troops from the Southward and 

- assemble to the number mentioned in the first part of this Letter, our Force 
is not sufficient to attack them in a Fort or any strong post. An engagement 
in the field we should be very willing to risque but we suppose they will avoid 
that as they have always hitherto. 

Captaih Moore of the 79th Regiment, is upon Detachment to the .North¬ 
ward. with about a hundred Europeans and two hundred Seapoys to assist and 
encourage the Nellour Chief and the several Polygars in opposing the passage 
of Basalet Jung to Arcot, which is the Route M*. Bussy is endeavouring to * 
persuade him to take. It appears however, that he is more inclined to return to 
his own country, and we have directed Captain More, as soon as he has an 
account of his marching from Cuddapah northward, to return and join the 
Army leaving Cap*. Elliot at Nellour with his Detachment. Copy of our 
Letter to Cap*. More is enclosed. 

Captain Joseph Smith commands at Trichinopoly with about 160 Euro¬ 
peans including sick and many deserters besides near three thousand Seapoys, 
he is directed in ‘ease the French upon the March of our Army should leave 
their Southward countries bare, to make such a divemion on tW side as he 
thinks prudent in conjunction with the Nabob’s Troops and the King of ‘ 
Tanjours, if he is inclined to join in our cause. 

' Captain Preston, no^ sick at Madras, is our Commandant at Changleput^ 
and his Company is the Garrison belonging to that Fort, but he has our General 
Orders, to join you or detach such part of his Garrison as you may at any 
time direct, and we desire you* will be pleased to advice us as often as you 
shall see occasion to make any draft from or addition to the strength of that 
Garrison,. • 

M'. James Bourchier is Paymaster to the Army and M'. Charles Floyer is 
Commissary. Inclosed we have the honour to send you copies of their ins¬ 
tructions, in the Execution of which we depend on your giving them all the 
necessary assistance. , 

The following are the several Renters of the Company’s Districts :-s-ofTer- 
pasore, Wolly Mahonled Cawn; of Gonjeveram, Coveripauk, Chevantandelum 
&®. vUlages of Tervatore Abdul Hy Cawn; of Changleput, Corpora Moodaly; of 
Garongoly Villages Mahomed Auzem; and of Saneiwauk, Veeraredy; to these 
you will be pleased to give such assistance as they may hdve occasion to apply 
for and yOu can conveniently afford them, they on their part wiU do what they 
can to encourage the' grain merchants in tlieir several Districts to keep the 
. Army well supplied with provisions by taking off occasionally the Juncans, 
upon the Roads leading to the Camp, and as there is now a great scarcity of 
Grain in the Country we must recommend to your particular attention the 
encouragement of all the Inhabitants as well those of the French Districts as 
our own by seeing that they are punctually paid for all supplies brought into 
the Army, whether by themselves, or by Detachments sent out for that purpose: 
.and by forbidding the Levying of any Tax or duty in the Camp Bazzar. We 
need not' mention the necessity of punishing with severity any of your people 
that-may plunder the Villages through which the Army may pass, or any Injury 
that may* be Committed against the persons or effects of the Inhebitahts, your 
own humanity wUl sufficiently enforce this. 
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The Supplies of Ammunition sent this year to the Army has been very 
great and claim our more particular attention, as the loss of our Po’^der- 
mill puts it out of our power to keep up our Stock, we request Sir you will be 
pleased to order a return to be sent us of the Receipts and Expences since the 
Army were first Gantooued at Conjeveram together, with a return of the present 
Stock in the Magazines of Changleput and Conjeveram, and that you will 
continue to send us monthly a Return of the Receipts and Expenses of evory 
Article. 

We have formed a set of Regulations for the Seapoys in our Service of which 
a Copy is making for your more particular Information, the whole number of 
Officers are not yet appointed but the levelling of the Companies and the Stop¬ 
page for their Gloatbing are to take place immediately, and we request you will 
give the Necessary Orders for that purpose. 

As we have occasion for an Adjutant to bur Cavalry and we understand 
Lieutenant Goulson of your Regiment is fit for that duty, we are willing to 
give biin a.Commission accordingly with his Rank as Lieutenant over ours. If 
it is agreable to him to acdept of it, we must request of you Sir, to permit him 
to quit His Majesty’s Service. 

We have appointed Havey Naik, a Dubash of whom we have had a- good 
Character to be Interpreter to the Army and Caused him to be Sworn according 
•to the Custom of his Oast to be faithful to his Trust. We hope he will prove 
useful and agreably to you. 

By a Pattamar which arrived last night from Bombay, we are informed of 
the arrival there of the Company’s ships Qadolphin, Harcowrt^ Griffin^ and 
CUntony which left England the 28“* of April, and the Court of Directors, write 
under date the 26*’* of that Month, that they were informed that Six of the 
French Company’s Ships sailed from Port L’Orient, the end of March, and that 
two more and a Frigate were to follow, but whether they had any land Forces, 
they could not learn nor the force of their Ships. 

We think it not unlijcely the French may endeavor to bring these Troops 
to the Coast in the begining of the Year, which should make us cautious of 
risquing the loss of men, without a great probability of acquiring a consider¬ 
able advantage over the Enemy, 

Wishing you much Success, 

We remain with the greatest Esteem, 
Sir, 

* 

Fort St, George ; Your most obedient Servants, 

The 20th November 1759. GEORGE PIGOT, Qovmil. 


Thursday, 22**® Nov** 1759. 

At a Consultation, PreseiIt: 

George Pigot, Esq., QovernoTt Tresidenf, 

John Smith. 

Dawsonne Drake. 

Richard Fairfield. 

Charles BourchIer. 

Henry Vansittart. 

Samuel Ardlbt. 

Charles Turner. 

The following Letter from Colonel Coote, Commanding the Army in the 
Field, Read. 
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To—The Hoh’blb the President, &c., and Council of Fort St. George. 

SiKS,—I arrived here yesterday morning and expect to be joined on Fri- 

Lelter from Lieutenant Colonel Coote. Command- ^^^y by Major William Gordon and the 
ing the Army in the Field advices of his arrival at TfOOpS which marched OUt witll him. I 

have this day, appointed the following 

Sundry appointment Major Monson Quarter- Gentlemen tO be of the Staff vizl : The 
Master General Capt. Adams and Ingram Aid de- _ ^ i«- • -ac an i . 

Camps and Lieutenant Eiser Brigade Major and Mon Die MajOT MonSOn, Quartermaster* 
Lieutenant Rowland Secretary. General: Captain Thomas Adams and 

Captain William Ingram, Aid-de-Camps; Lieutenant Eiser, Brigade Major, and 
Lieutenant Francis Rowland, Secretary, As Major Monson has most generously 
accepted the post of Quarter Master General without any emolument annexed 
to it and it being a place of great fatigue and trouble, I hope, Gentlemen, you 
will not suffer him to be a loser by acting in that capacity. I haVe received, 
different intelligence in regard to the Enemy, but none worth transmitting 
you except the following. That on the 14th Instant, they arrived to the 
Southward at Outaloor, attacked some of our Seapoys and Black Horse and 
took post there. It is thought they have taken possession of the country 
round about it. A Tappy peon brought this Intelligence. Their Army con¬ 
sists of 400 European fool, 500 Seapoys, 600 European and Black Horse, and 
some Field Pieces. As the Military Manoeuvre is so much altered from what it 
was and it being absolutely necessary that the Hon’ble Company’s troops 
should be upon the same footing in respect to discipline with the Kings, I 
beg leave to recommend Ensign Stuart of my Eegiment, who I know to he an 
exceeding good drill officer, as Acting Adjutant, till such time as the Non- 
Commissioned Officers and men are thoroughly acquainted with ifc. I hope the 
two 18 pounders are sent to Changleput, and that the Troops which arrived 
from Pondicherry will soon join me, I could wish that the two Troops of horse 
were put on a proper footing in order to be of Service in short time. The part 
of my Regiment which is here are very sickly j they have lost these few days 
four or five of a day. 

I am with the greatest respect, 
Gentlemen, 


Tour most obedient, and most humble servant, 

Conjeveeam; -j EYRE OOOTE. 

2ht November 1759.) 

Major Monson’s taking upon him the trouble of the Post of Quarter Master 
General, we regard as a fresh instance of his zeal to serve the Publick and 
it is agreed to request of Colonel Coote to return him the thanks of the Board 
upon this occasion, representing to him at the same time, that as the 
Company, have not established such an officer in their service, or named any 

No emolnment allowed by tbe Company for the pEy for it, WO bave it UOt in, OUr pOWCl’ tO 
post of Quarter Master General. anuex any Salary or emolument to the 

•execution of that duty, and Colonel Coote’s appointing two Aid-de-Camps we do 
not object to, concluding that be finds that number necessary. Ordered, ibat 
tbe Paymaster at Camp be directed to pay them as well as tbe Secretary the 
usual gratuitj. 

The Post of Brigade Major vacant by the departure of Captain Blake to 

Lieutenant Eiser to act as Brigade Major till a Bengal UOt being yct filled Up, WC COUSCnt 
commiseion is granted for filling up the post. Major Eiscr’s acting aS SUCh UUtill WC 

may find it convenient to commission another. 

The Board are of opinion that the Post of Adjutant.of the Company’s troops 

Lieutenant Crawley appointed Adjutant of the should alwayS bc filled Up by OUe of their 

Company’s troops. . officcrs, Ordered that Lieutenant 

Who being indisposed Mr. Stuart to act as Adju- Crawley be appointed to that charge, but 
tant for the time. ^ as he is at present indisposed and incapa¬ 

ble of doing duty, It is agreed to desire of Colonel Coote to permit Mr. 
Stuart to act until he is recovered. 

267 F. D. D 
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Monday, the 26‘’* November. 

At a Consultation, Present : 

George Pigot, Esq., Governor, "President. 
John Smith. 

Dawsonne Brake. 

Eichard Fairfield. 

Charles Bourchier. 

Henry Vansittart. 

Samuel Ardley. 

Charles Turner. 


To the Hou'ble the President and Council of Fort St. George. ‘ 


Gentlemen, —I have the honour of yours of the 20th instant. I beg leave 

Letter from Colonel Coote, Commanding the Army ESSUre YOU that nO time shall be lost 

in the Field. Takes measures for executing the plan 'j • j* i. • -ri •, 

of operations recommended. OD luy Side lu distressing tile Enemy, and 

make no doubt Gentlemen, but you will give all the Assistance in your power 


towards the Execution of it. I have wrote to Captain More to join me im¬ 
mediately as I think it absolutely necessary, and I have likewise wrote to 
Captain Joseph Smith to fall on the Enemy’s Rear with all the forces he can get 
together, should they return from the Southward. I have ordered the whole 
Garrison of Changleput to join me at a certain place, Except three Companies 
of Seapoys which will be Sufidcient to Garrison it, according to the plan of 
Operations. I have formed Mr. James Bourchier, Paymaster, and whom I have 
still continued to act as Judge Advocate, as likewise M'. Charles Ployer your 
Commissary I shall give all the Assistance in my power according to their 
different Departments. Your Renters I shall support on all occasion in the 
execution of their oflB.ce, and depend upon it. Gentlemen, there was very little 
occasion to give me any advice about the encouraging people to supply the 
Army with Grain and other provisions, or that the poor inhabitants should 
meet with any distress from me more than the unavoidable necessity of war 
obliged me to. As to the supplies of'Ammunition sent to the Army this year, 
I may venture to say,tho’ not present myself, that they have been used with the 
greatest parsimony,' and that there have been nothing expended but what was 
absolutely necessary. I shall order your Commissary to send you return of the 
Expence of Ammunition Since the Army first cantoned here, together with the 
present stock in your Magazines, and shall likewise order him to send you 
monthly returns of the different Expences of Ammunition, but beg leave to be 
excused signing them myself it being no part of my duty. 


The Regulations you have formed in respect to the Seapoys, I do not at ‘ 
all doubt their utility, 1 am sure there is much room for them, but at the 
same time, I cannot help acquainting you that 1 have a right to be Consulted 
in all Military regulations and having a vote therein. I have left with 
M^ Pigot a copy of the Company’s General Letter to the Governor and 
Council at Bengal relative to my Seat in Council as Commander-in-chief there, 
and I beg Gentlemen, to have your Answer whether or no, I am to be on the 
same footing at Madras. 1 need not represent to you the vast Expence 1 now 
am at, you all must be sensible of it. when I left England I was told by the 
Gentlemen in the Direction that I was to be on the same footing at Bengal 
in. the field that Col. Lawrence was on the coast, which I find was keeping 
Makes application for the same allowance in the his table and defraying the expences of 

Field as was granted to Colonel Lawrence. Jjjg HoUSChold. This I think I haVO aU 


equal right to, as I am sure it was intended me at home. I am very certain 
that the Hon’hle Company would*, have never sent me abroad upon their 
service with an intent to ruin me, which certainly must be the case, if things are 
not put on another footing. Should the Gentlemen in the Direction, be dis- 
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obliged at your having granted me what I now request, I shall with the 
greatest pleasure repay whatever moneys may be laid out on that occasion. 

I have granted Lieutenant Coulston of my Eegiment, leave to enter into 
the Hon’ble Company’s service according to your request. I shall receive 
with pleasure the Dubash you have been pleased to appoint me, and hope by 
his behaviour, he will shew his attachment to the Hon’ble Company. .The 
men of War, which were agreed on to be sent to India I suppose were not 
ready when the Bombay ships sail’d, but think you may depend on their 
coming soon. 

I make no manner of dispute of the French having at the Islands a large 
body of Troops in order to send here the begining of the year, therefore I 
think no stone should be left unturn’d to get the country powers to join us, 
or take more troops in our pay in order to strike a blow before they can be 
reinforced. I have almost certain Intelligence of Mr. Bussy’s returning from 
the Northward with a large black Army. I beg Gontlemen you will keep as 
few troops at Madras of any kind as you possibly can. 

I have the honour to be, with the greatest respect. 
Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient and most humble Servant, 


CoNJEVEEAM ; EYRE COOTE. 


22^\ Noif. mo. 


The Oompanys orders to the President and Council at Bengal relating to 
Colonel Ooote, are no doubt to have their full force here as far as-may depend 
upon us to execute. "We shall accordingly desire his assistance in Council, 
when he is in Garrison and any military matters are to be debated upon. With 
respect to w'hat Colonel Coote mentions of his having been promised by the 
Court of Directors the same allowances for his Table as were granted to 
Colonel Lawrence, no such agreement having been mentioned in any of their 
Letters and the orders of our Hon’ble Masters with regard to the field batta 
and other allowances of that nature being very positive and particular, we 
cannot possibly go beyond them, and are therefore under the necessity to defer 
Complying with his request in this particular untill we receive their further 

Instructions on that head. Agreed, to 

To be referred to the Court of Directors. accordingly to Colonel Coote in 

answer to his Letter, and to mention the same in our next General Letter to 
the Court of Directors. 


The President acquaints the Board that Mr. Call, the Engineer, has 
Mr. Call the Engineer receire orders from represented to him, his haviug received 

Colonel Coote to repair to Camp. an Order f rom Colonel Coote to repair to 

Camp where he mentions that his services are required. 

As Mr. Call’s presence is much wanted at Madras to Superintend the 

His presence required at Madras to superintend WOrks, _he Cannot be Spared from the 

the fortiecations. Gariison, his three Assistants Messrs. 

Leigh, Stevenson, and Cotsford are with the Army, or at Changleput, and w'ill 
we imagine be able to execute whatever may be required of that Branch in the 
Field. 


Upon this occasion the Board think it necessary to represent to Colonel 
Report of a Letter to Colonel Coote on this Coote that his sending Orders to any 

^ officer in the Company’s Garrison is irre- 

^lar, as they belong entirely to our authority, and to desire he will in 
future apply to us for any Assis.tance he may want from Madras, which 
shall always be Complied with, as far as may be in our power. All the troops 
fit for the Field are sent out and it is Agreed to reinforce the Army Continu¬ 
ally, with such as recover sufficiently to bear the fatigue. 
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Colonel Ooote in a'Letter to the President, dated the 25tli Instant mp- 

Colonel Coote matches with the Army from tlOnS his having marchod that fflOming 
Conjoveram. with the Army from Conjeveram and 

taken post at Ball Chitty’s Choultry. 

****** 

.Agreed that the Intelligence contained in Capt. Smith’s Letters of the 
Purport of a Letter to Colonel Coote desired to Enemy’s fopce to the Southward be imme* 
hasten the operations of the Army. diately Communicated to Colouel Ooote, 

and at the same time to repeat to him the necessity of his prosecuting with 
Vigour such measures as from the latest Intelligence he may have of the 
Enemy’s forces, he shall have resolved on as the most practicable method of 
distressing them on thjp side, in order to oblige them to quit their designs to 
the Southward. 


GEOEGE PIGOT. 

JOHN SMITH. 

CHS. BOUECHIEE. 
DAWSONNE DRAKE. 
HENRY VANSITTART. 
RICHARD PAIRFIELD. 
SAMUEL ARDLEY. 
CHARLES TURNER. 


To Eyeb Coote, Esq*.—Commander-in-Chief of the Land Forces on the Coast. 

Sib, —By Letters just received from Trichinopoly, we are informed of a 

Letter to Colonel Coote, Commanding the Army SUCCeSSful attack made UpOn an advanced 

in the Field. patty of the Enemy, 'on the IB*** and of 

the appearance of the main body in sight of that place, the 19th of this month. 
The account given them by deserters of their numbers as well as the Judgement 
they could form of their line of march, make them to consist of 1200, all th«* 
particulars you will see in the two enclosed Letters. We hope your mar'*' 
will oblige them to quit this Enterprize,-and cannot enough recommend 
prosecuting with Vigour the operations which by your latest Intelligence of 
disposition of the Enemy’s forces you may have resolved on, as the most pr3^® 
ticable method of distressing the Enemy. 

We have received your favours of the 21** and 22“* Nov*, and the President 
has commnnicated to us your Letter to him of the 25*^ to all of which we shall 
have the honor to reply separately. 

We are with Esteem, 

Sib, 

Your most obedient humble Servants, 

Port St. George ; GEORGE PIGOT, &c„ Council. 

Nov\ 1759. 

* 


To Etee Coote, Egq*.,—Commaiiider*in«Chief of the Land Porees on the Coast. 

Sib,—B y the Letter we had the honor to write you yesterday, we ac- 
Letter to Colonel Coote, Commanding the Army in knowledged the Receipt of vour favnra 

the Field* cinaf_ ^ oAxit _ x** * 9 

to the President of the 25**'. 


of the 21*‘ and 22“'* Nov*, and of your letter 
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Mr. Monson has always given Proofs of his readiness to serve the Publick. 
His taking upon him now the trouble of the Post of Quarter Master General is 
a fresh instance of his Zeal for w'hich we request of you to return him our 
thanks. His disinterestedness makes it needless for us to represent to you that 
as the Company have not established such an OfBcer in their Service, or named 
any pay for it, we have it not in our power to annex any Salary, or Emolument, 
to the execution of that duty; you are not a stranger to the immense Expence 
the Company are at in maintaining the pmy in the Eield, and therefore we do 
conclude, that you would not have appointed two Aid-de-Camps unless you had 
thought that number necessary for the Service. Our paymaster is accordingly 
ordered’ to pay them as well as your Secretary the usual Gratuity. 

We have appointed Mr. Crawley to be Adjutant of the Company’s troops, but 
as he is at present indisposed, we shall be obliged to you^to permit, Mr. Stuart 
to Act untill he is recovered, and we have ordered our paymaster to pay him 
the usual allowance. The post of Brigade Major vacant by the departure 
of Captain Blake, we have not yet filled up, we consent therefore that Mr. 
Eiser act until we have commissioned another. 

We understand the Company’s Orders to Bengal to have their full force 
here in every thing that happens to fall to us to execute, and shall with plea¬ 
sure conform to all that they have been pleased to direct in regard to you. 
We shall accordingly desire your Assistance in Council whenever you are in 
Garrison and any Military matters are to be debated on. The Seapoy Begula- 
tions were compleated before your arrival, and we have the pleasure to enclose 
a copy for your information, if there occurs to you any alteration, or addition, 
that you think would be useful to the service, we hope to be favoured with 
your advice. Inclosed is likewise a Copy to be delivered to Captain Stephen, 
Smith who has the care of the Seapoys in Camp. 

When Captain More joins, your number of Seapoys will be very large, the 
Black Horse have never been found of any further use than to assist in bringing 
in provisions and taking up a small part of intention of the Enemy’s Cavalry. 
For this, three hundred have been judged a sufficient number, and to keep up 
even that is a very heavy Expence. 

As to our European Cavalry your know better than we how much time 
it takes to form men and horses for service. Captain Vasserot was employed 
in this duty when he received an order from you to proceed to camp with all his 
people. He communicated this order to the President, and the President to us, 
although we were sensible that as troopers they could do you no service, neither 
men nor horses being sufficiently practised, yet as a Eeinforcement of foot, we 
thought they might be useful and accordingly we ordered the whole to join 
you, but this will certainly be a hindrance to the forming of the Cavalry. 

Our Engineer Mr. Call communicated also to the President your order to 
him but as his services are much wanted here, we cannot permit him at pre¬ 
sent to leave the Garrison, His three assistants, Messrs. Seigh, Stevenson, and 
Cotsford are with the army or at Changleput, and we doubt not will be able to 
execute whatever you may require in their branch. 

You win excuse our observing to you that your sending orders to any officer 
in the Company’s Garrison is irregular, as they belong entirely.to our authority. 
It is for that reason we gave orders to the Commandant at Changleput to com¬ 
ply with whatever you might require from thence, and for what you want from 
Madras, if you will be pleased to apply to us, no time shall be lost in supplying 
you as far as we are able. All the troops fit for the Field are sent out, yesterday 
marched a party of recovered men of the 79th Eegiment, and we shall re-inforce 
you continually with such as become able to bear the fatigue. 

We mentioned the great Expence of Ammunition with a view only of shew¬ 
ing you the necessity of ordering the respective officers to be as careful as pos¬ 
sible, and to transmit us continually the proper accounts, we were far from 
desiring Sir, that you should embarrass yourself with details of this Nature. 

The orders of the Court of Directors with regard to the field batta and 
ptber allowances of that nature, being very possitive and particular, it is 

2B7 F. D, 
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quite out of our power to go beyond themon any account, for this reason 
we refused a table to Major Brereton although it was much our desire to do 
whatever was most agreable to him, we are equally desirous, of obliging you 
in any thing that does not subject us to the Company’s Censure, but as Colonel 
Lawrence’s expences were paid in consequence of a particular Agreement and 
as no such directions are given with regard to you, we find ourselves under the 
necessity of defering our compliance with your request untill we receive a 
fresh order from the Court of Directors, to whom we shall take the first opportunity 
of communicating what you have been pleased to represent to us, and who will 
undoubtedly make good their promises to you, not only for the future, but for 
all the extraordinary charge you may be at before their answer arrives. Some 
advices just received from Cudapa mention that Mr. Bussy not being able to 
’ prevail on Basalet Jung, or any part of his Army, to come with him to Arcot, 
without a large supply of money than he had to offer, is returning himself 
with the European party he carried with him. 

We are with the greatest esteem, 

Eort St. George ; Sir, 

-W'* November 17B9. Your most obd*. humble Servant, 

GEOEGE PIGOT, &c., Council. 


Thursday the 29’^ November. 

At a Consultation, Present : 

George Pigot, Esq., Governor,President. 
Joan Smith. 

Dawsonnb Drake. 

Eichard Eaireield. 

Charles Bourchier. 


Henry Vansittart. 
Samuel Ardlet. 
Charles Turner. 


Letter from Colonel Coote to tlie President. 


Colonel Coote in a letter to the President advices that on the 2oth instant 

a Party of the Enemy from Arcot consist¬ 
ing of 300 Europeans, 400 Seapoys and 200 
Black horse with 3 pieces of Cannon, attacked our post at Checaramellour, but 

A party of the enemy make an attempt upon Checa* Were repulsed With the loSS of thoiT Com» 
ramellour and are repulseed with Boine loss. mandiug officerS and 20 EurOpCanS kill¬ 

ed and wounded, that his Intelligence says a body of Moratta horse joined the 

Report of a body of Morattas having joined the Enemy at Arcot the Same day, and that 
French at Arcot. more ale expected, and that the Erench 

And that the enemy have withdrawn their heavy haVe withdrawn their large gUnS from 

gnns from Wpndiwash. Wondiwash to Pondichfirry, and the 

Garrison at present consists of 60 Europeans and 300 Seapoys. 

If the Intelligence of the Enemy’s having withdrawn their large guns from 

The enemy supposed to have a design npon Trichi. W OndlWash tO Pondlcherry be trUO, it may 

^ ^ be concluded they are determined’ to push 

the attack of Trichinopoly at all events and hazard the loss of their possessions 
on this side. On this supposition if Wondiwash should fall to us, the question 
will be. Whether to proceed with the whole army against Arcot to endeavor to 
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cut off that part of the Eaemy which is there, or whether we may hope to 
distress them more, by leaving 'such a Number of men as will be sufficient to 
check those at Arcot, and order all the rest of our force to march Southward 

Ifeasnreg for the operation, of the Army recom. ioto the bouuds of Poudicherry, and frOm 

mended to Colonel Coote in conrequence. thencc, if the Enemy still coutinue their 

attack, to proceed hy the way Verdachillum, and join the Troops of Tanjour, 
and other Chiefs to the Southward, and with their assistance oblige the Enemy 
to raise the Seige, and endeavor to out off their retreat to Pondicherry, which 
last measure appears to the Board, the most eligible to be pursued, 

Eesolved to communicate these sentiments to Colonel Coote, recommend¬ 
ing them to his immediate Consideration that whatever measures should be de¬ 
termined upon, may be carried into Execution without delay. 


To Eybb Coote Esqe.—C ommander-in-Chief of the Land Forces on the Coast. 

SiE,—The President has received your Letter of the 26‘^ we have as yet no 

Letter to Colonel Coote Commanding the Army in further aCCOUntS from the Southward, but 

the Field. • if the advice we have received of the Ene¬ 

my’s withdrawing their large Guns from Wondiwash be true, it may be con¬ 
cluded they have determined to push the attack of Trichenopoly at all events 
and run the risque of losing their possessions here, the force they haTe sent upon 
this enterprize is very large and may succeed too well if some means of 
Relief be not found, either by marcliing a number of troops there equal to the 
Enemy’s or by some Operation here of weight enough to oblige them to look 
to their own defence. Supposing Wondiwash falls to us the Question will be 
whether to proceed with the whole army against Arcot to endeavor to cut off 
that party of the Enemy which is there, or whether we may hope to distress 
them more, by lejwdng such a number of men, as will be sufficient to check 
those at Arcot, and order all the rest of our force to march Southward into 
the bounds of Pondicherry, and from thence, if the Enemy still continue 
their attack to proceed by the way of Verdachillum and join the Troops of 
Tanjour and other Chiefs to the Southward, and with their Assistance oblige 
the Enemy to raise the siege, and endeavor to cut off their retreat to Pondi¬ 
cherry. We recommend these thoughts to your immediate Consideration, that 
whatever may be determined on may be carried into Execution without delay. 
The last is the measure which seems to us most proper, as the most certain way 
of relieving Trichinopoly which is the object we are most concerned for as 
well on account of its own Value and the Value of Madura and Tinnevelly 
Countries which depend on it, as on account of the Nabob’s Person which is 
at Risque there. 

We have advice that Captain More’s Detachment was at Gomarapondy 
yesterday, we hope therefore that he will join you in a day or two. We have 
sent a person to Morarow to treat with him for a party *of his Troops to join 
us; If the French have not plenty of money to offer, they will have little Assis¬ 
tance from the Morattas. 


We are with Esteem, 

FoET St. Geoege ; Sie, 

29^ Now, 1759, Your most obedient humble Servants, 

GEORGE PIGOT, Council, 
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At a Consultation, Present : 
George Pigot, Esq'., Governor^ President, 
John Smith. Charles Bourchier. 

Bawsonnb Drake. ‘ Henrt Vansittart. 
Bi CHARD Paireield. Samuel Ardley. 

Charles Turner. 


Monday, 3rd Pee', 

Beceived the five following Letters from Coloned Coote Commanding the 
Army in the Field:— 

To the Hon’ble the President and Council of Fort St. George. 


Gentlemen, —I have the honor of yours of the 26‘'' Instant together with 

Letter from Colonel Coote Commanding the Army the euclosed from Captain Smith. YoU 

in the Field. • depend on my using my utmost 

endeavors to distress the Enemy and of taking every step in my power for the 
good of the Service. I marched this Morning from Rammenag Choultry and 
encamped at Asshenoor, till 4 o’clock, at which time I ordered the Tents to 
be struck and marched to this place. I received a letter from Major Brereton 
™ IV. . this Morning, who writes me, that Major 

Robert Gordon about 8 o Clock on Satur- 
day night invested Trevatoor with all the Cavalry and 5 Companies of 
Seapoys; he posted the Seapoys round the Fort and the Cavalry in the principal 
roads in order to prevent the Garrison escaping, but they were negligent and 
let them pass between 3 and 4 o’clock yesterday Morning. There were only 
one European and two Companies Seapgys in it. I expect tomorrow to he 
near Wondiwash, I reconnoitred Arcot myself this Morning with a body of 
horse and got Intelligence that the French had marched out at 6 o’clock, but 
a Hircar of Major Monson who he greatly confides in, informed me to the con¬ 
trary, in short our Intelligence is so very erroneous that little credit can be 
given to it, notwithstanding the great encouragement I have given. Rice has 
been wanted in Camp these two days, however I am promised it shall not be so 
for the future. 


I am with the greatest respect and Esteem, 
Contichittb ; Gentlemen, 

Camp iVof?'. 1759, Your most obedient and most humb. Servt,, 

EYRE COOTE. 


To the Hon’ble the President, &c., Council of Fort St. George. 

Gentlemen,— After making some countermarches with the Army near 

Letter from Colonel Coote Commanding the Army ArCot in Order tO COVer Major Brereton’s 

in the Field. investment of Woudivash, upou receiving 

a letter from him that he had taken possession of’the Fettah on the 27^, I 

in o»ier to 

come nearer to him (as Captain Preston, 
had not then joined him, nor has he yet with the T8-pounders, owing to his 

want Of Bollocks). On the 28“ I left 
the Army under the Commaiid of Major 
Monson and joined Major Brereton with all the Cavalry, this day likewise 
Major Monson, made a forced march. On my joining Major Brereton I found 
him erecting a Battery for the two 18-pounders he had brought with him and 
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this night we got them, in it, and likewise erected another Battery for two 
IS-pounders which Captain Preston is to bring with him, but was obliged to 
put in only tvro of our 12-pounders which has retarded us greatly, however this 
morning at day light, I began to fire against the South East Tower with the 

A Breach made and the place summoned to snr- twO 18-pOUnderS ; We haVC silenced that 
render which is rejected. Tower and made a Breach in it which 

we are now firing at, in order to make it practicable. The Enemy have fired 
very smartly on us these two days, hut have only wound^ one of our Seapoys, 
and broke the Arm of a Lascar. About 12 o’Clock this day I summoned the Fort 
to Surrender and received the following Answer—Sir, received the honour of 
.your letter my Answer in Consequence of it is that this place was entrusted to 
me to be defended to the last Extremity, and you must entertain, but an in¬ 
different opinion of me, should I act Contrary to these Orders. I have the honor 
to be S'. Yours, &c. LeMahony, I likewise sent a letter to the Killedar, and shall 

„ , . . , ,, • , transmit to you his Answer as soon as it 

The French from Arcota*semhie at Chcttepnt. translated. The French are collected 

in a body at Chetteput and we are encamped between that and Wondiwash, 
about three miles from the Latter, where I shall give them battle should they 
come, without hindring the Siege from going on, and if I receive the two 
18-pounders to night, which I have sent Bullocks for, I hope I shall be able to 
give you an Account of my being in possession of it by tomorrow night. 

I have the honor to be 
with the greatest respect and Esteem, 

Gentlemen, 

Tour most obedient, and most humble Servant, 

Wondiwash ; EYRE COOTE. 

Nod'. 1759. 


To the Hon’ble the President and Council of Fort St. George. 

Gentlemen, —We are not as yet in possession of Wondiwash, but expect 

Letter from Colonel Coote Commanding the Army it tMs Evening, As the Enemy are COl- 

iu the Field. lecting all their forces at Chetteput and 

expect a Reinforcement, from the Southward instantly, it is absolutely neces¬ 
sary to take into pay more Seapoys, and Black Horse, as soon as possible, if we 
would keep any Acquisition we may make. I beg that a quantity of Ammuni¬ 
tion may be sent to Changleput immediately, that no delay may be given to.our 
future intentions. Since I wrote the above, the Renter and some others from the 
Garrison are with me in order to agree about the delivering up the place. The 

Proposal to the Killedar for the sarrender of the Articles I propOSC are, that the SeapoyS 

. seize all the French in the Fort by which 

means the connection between them will be broke. The Killedar to be con¬ 
tinued in his Jaguer and to increase an English Garrison, and the Seapoys to 
be taken into our pay, I have given them till 2 o’Clock to consider, should they 
not come in to the above proposals, I intend storming the Fort this Evening 
if possible, you will be pleased to send some Seapoys from Madras to garrison 
this place, as 1 shall order all there I take in the Fort. 

I am 

with the Greatest Respect and Esteem, 
Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient and most humble Servant, 
Camp before Wondiwash ; EYRE COOTE. 

30“ Nov. 1759. 

257 F. D. 
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Wondiwasb taken tbe Garrison Prisoners o£ War. 


To the Hon^ble the President &c. Council of Fort St. George. 

Gentl£!mek, —I wrote to you this morning relative to an Agreement I had 

Letter from Colonel Coote Commanding the made with the Killedar of Wondiwash, 
Army in the Field. J ^qWU tO visit OUr bat¬ 

teries and just at that time The French Soldiers got upon the Walls and 

cry’d out they would deliver up the Garri¬ 
son, upon which I ordered a Company 
of Seapoys to take possession of the Gate which was shut and the Key with 
the Killedar, at the same time 1 ordered another Company of Seapoys to 
enter the Breach, which I entered myself with some other Officers sup¬ 
ported by one of the Piquets. I found in the Garrison Mr. Mahony (a 
Lieutenant of Lally’s Begiment) who commanded six more Officers and a 
Surgeon, all of whom I have taken their Paroles and shall ^ve them leave to 
■go to Pondicherry, besides 62 or 63 Soldiers, whom I shall send to Madras, 
what French Seapoys" I found in the Garrison I disarmed and sent about 
their business, they were 190, the remainder 250, threw down their arms 
while we were entering and got out, the Killedar Seapoys I likewise turned 
out of the Garrison, being 460 : I am with a good deal of satisfaction clear 
of my Engagement with the French Seapoys, but as to the Killedar, 1 think 
I am bound tu him, as he signed the treaty before the French surrendered 
and was then sending it out to me. I have ordered the Military Commissary 
to take an exact account of all Military Stores in the Garrison, likewise your 
Civil Commissary to take an account of everything else which when done I 
shall transmit to you. I have also ordered the Engineers to put the place 
in the best posture of defence, the Breach was not quite practicable. I shall 
leave a Captain with as many Europeans as I can spare besides Seapoys when 
I march which I hope will be the day after tomorrow. I again beg you will 
send whatever Seapoys and other Troops you can to this Garrison, it being of 
the utmost Consequence to keep it. I have the pleasure to inform you that 
during the Siege, I have not lost one man and but one Officer of Artillery, and 
three or four Soldiers slightly wounded, the hurry of business prevents my 
saying anything more than that. 

1 am 

with the Greatest Bespect and Esteem, 
Gentlemeit, 

Your most Obedient and most humble Servant, 
EYBE COOTE. 


Wondiwash ; 
5(?** JVovr. 1759. 


To the Hon’ble the President &c., Council of Fort St. George. 

Gentlemen, —I wrote to you yesterday relative to my engagement with 

Letter from Colon el Coote Commanding tbe Army the Killedar Of thlS place, but did not 

in the Field. mention what he was bound to do. He 

is to keep no Forces in the Fort but is to remain in the Garrison in the same 

Colonel Coote makes an engagement with the manner that the Killedar does at Coven- 

pauk paying whatever tribute the Com¬ 
pany may think proper, however in my opinion he is a bad man, and I think by 
what the French Officers have told me and other Circumstances, I shall be 
able to prove that my promise to him ought to be void, if so, give me leave to 
recommend Mahomed Aodul Alii Cawn, the Benter for that Jagueer. 1 have 
promised him my interest, and I have the Vanity to think I may do it with 
some foundation. I have ordered the Engineer to put this fortificaticm in the 
best repair, he is now about it. There are a number of Guns in it, but very bad 
Carriages. 1 have ordered them to be repaired. The Commissaries have not given 
.me an account of what stores are in the Garrison as things are as yet in very 
great confusion, I shall march tomorrow morning. Tomorrow or the next day. 

Captain Sherlock of the 84th Kegiment appoint. yOU will hear further from me. 1 shall 

ed to the Command of Wondiwash. away the Freuch Prisoncrs to Madras 

tomorrow. The officers go on their Parole to Pondicherry, a detachment, 
of the Army under the Command of Captain Sherlock fbeing first for duty) 
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with some Seapoys, will remain* in the Garrison of Wondiwash, I beg leave 
to know immediately your determination in regard to the Killedar of this 
place, that it may be fixed according to your wishes, for be assured nothing 
will give me greater pleasure than to act in that manner which will be most 
agreable to you. I beg you will send immediately Back, and all other Stores 
that may be necessary for the Army to Wondiwash. I shall want Ammunition 
of Powder and Shot for the two 18 pounders to be sent to Coveripauk as soon 
as possible. 

I am 

with the greatest Bespect and Esteem, 
Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient and most humble Servant, 
Wondiwash ; EYRE COOTE. 

i“ Beor. 1759. 

It is with great pleasure the Board receive the news of Colonel Ooote’s 
success in the reduction of Wondiwash with so little loss sustained on our 
side. We have already, in consequence of the Minutes of the proceeding Con¬ 
sultation acquainted him with the most probable means that occur to us of ob¬ 
liging the enemy to quit their Southward Enterprise, and remain of opinion that 
Plan for the operations of the Arm; recommended marching the Army to the Southward 
to Colonel Coote. ig most likely to have effect unless Colonel 

Coote should think our Force sufficient to invest the French Troops that are at 
Chetteput so as to put them, through the want of provisions, under the necessity 
of risquing an Engagement; the danger of losing so large a part of their Army 
would undoubtedly induce them to recall their Troops from the Southward, 
which we do not imagine the attack of any other of their possessions on this 
side Pondicherry of consequence enough to effect, to which purport it is Resolv¬ 
ed to write to Colonel Coote. 


To Eyre Coote, Esq., Gommander-in-Chief of the Land Forces on the Coast. 
Sir, 

We have the pleasure to acknowledge, the Receipt 'of your favors of the 

Letter to Colouel Coote Commanding the Arm; in 27th 29th aud 30th ^OVembeP, and Ist 

the Field. Instant, and have the greatest satisfaction 

in your success against Wondiwash, especially as it has been obtained without 
loss of men, we are much obliged to you and Major Brereton for the activity, 
with which this Service has been performed and hope that the fear of further 
Losses will oblige the Enemy to quit their Southward Enterprise, we are ad¬ 
viced of their taking possession of Syringam the 23rd ultimo after a short Resist¬ 
ance from our Seapoys; in our last we represented to you the great importance 
of Triohenopoly, and recommended your marching Southward as the most cer¬ 
tain means of relieving it. We continue in the same opinion, unless you should 
think your force sufficient to Invest the French troops that are at Chetteput, so 
as to put them, through the want of provisions, under the necessity of risquing 
an Engagement with you, the danger of losing so large a part of their Army 
would undoubtedly make them recall their forces from the Southward, which 
we do not think the attack of any other of their possessions on this side 
Pondicherry would have weight enough to do. 

We approve entirely of Capt. Sherlock’s remaining at Wondiwash—the 
former Killedar being of the Family of Chunda Saib, will never be a faithful 
subject to the Nabob, nor a friend to the Company. He is indebted seven 
years’ tribute to the Nabob, which he should be obliged to pay, when Major 
Brereton marched to Wondiwash in September, he was furnished with a letter 
from the President on .this subject and recommended to him to demand 7 
Lacks of Rupees, and finally to agree for two or three Lacks. We concluded 
Major Brereton would have recommended this Letter to you, and that it would 
have been made use of now, which is the reason of our not having troubled 
you with a repetition of it. It is however highly necessary that he should 
make some amends to the Company for the great expence they have been at 
in reducing him to obedience, and as his long Government of Wondiwash 
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mast have given him too great an Influence in that District, we desire you 
send him under a Guard' to Madras where we shall get what we can for the 
Company, and dispose of him so as to put it out of his power to hurt our 
Interest. 

Captain More was at Conjeveram the 1st instant. His Junction will much 
increase your Number of Black Troops, we shall be obliged to you for your 
opinion what Number of Seapoys should be Kept in Wondiwash, and you will 
be pleased to order Captain Sherlock to correspond Constantly with us, and 
follow our directions. There will be no occasion we think for ahother Kille- 
dar, and concerning the rent of the Country, we shall expect a computation of 
the Value from Ramalinga Pilla, the amuldar, who waited on you with our 
Letter of the 29th Ultimo, after which if Mahomed Abdul Alii Cawn makes a 
suitable offer for taking it at Bent, we shall with great pleasure Comply with 
your recommendation. 

We are with Esteem, 

Sir, 

Tour Most obedient humble Servants, 

Fort St. George ; GEORGE PIGOT &c. COUNCIL. 

3rd Deer. 1759. 

* 

To THE Hojf’atB Gbohgb Pigot; Esq., 

President and Governor &c.. Council of Fort St. George. 

Hon’bt.e Sir and Sirs. 

• My last letter, dated 19th—would inform you of the Arrival of a French 
Letter from Captain Jos. Smith Commamiiog at Army of 1,000 Europeans near the 
Tricheiiopol). Colcroon side, at the Nabob’s request I 

Giving an nceount of the Enemy’s taking poss- had determined to abaudou Sjringam, but 
ession of Sjringam. upou a more mature Consideration, I pre- 

vailed on him to agree in some measures for its defence, was it only to protract 
the loss of it, for two or three days, which would be of great importance to us 
and might be still more so to the Operations of the Army. I posted there three 
Companies of Seapoys and 2 Field pieces with 400 Collarees. Of the Nabob’s 
troops were as many as made the number 1,000 then. The enemy encamped on 
the West face of Syringam on the 20th. On the 22nd early in the morning they 
took Syringam by Assault and put every fighting man to the Sword that they 
found therein, their Cruelty extended farther, after having given Terms, to 

m • 1 V • . r ■ some of our Troops, who on that Condition. 

Their cruel bfckaviOQT to the Garrifon. , , , -i ■%, . 

had surrendered, they sent them out of the 
Gate towards Trichenopoly and then fired upon them, those who escaped from 
.their Musketry feel into the hands of their European Horse who treated them 
with equal barbarity, Our Seapoys behaved tolmbly well, bad the Nabob’s 
Troops done’ the same, the purchase might have been still more dear. Of the 
Enemy we hear about 75 Europeans were Killed and wounded, on our Side 
part 01 the two Companies of Seapoys got of, but of a third, scarce a man escaped, 
no considerable Body as yet Crossed the Cauvre. The Nabob as you may ima¬ 
gine, is extremely uneasy and has requested me again to point out his Situa¬ 
tion. To my last Request let me add another—Tour last supply of 600 stand 
of Arms are very reasonable and are so good of the kind that those Seapoys, 
who have them will I am persuaded do their duty, A second supply is absolutely 
necessary to replace those which were lost at Syringam, except the new Arms, 
We have none fit for warm Service. About Garrison expences I wait your Orders! 
If Trichenopoly should be attacked depend on my endeavors to defend it 
to the last Extremity, the Enemie’s force is this, 6 Companies of Grenadiers, 
the India Battalion about 350 Men, 100 Marines, 100 Colfrees, with 120 Euro! 
pean Cavalry, the whole supposed 1,000 Men, few Seapoys, or Black horse. 

I have the honor to be 
with due Regard— 

Honoble Sir and Sirs—• 

Your Most obedient and humble Servant, 

Trichenopoly ; JOSEPH SMITH. 

l;3rd Nov\ 1759. 


GoTernment of India Central Printing Office—No. 257 P. D.—4-7-9i.—500. 
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CoHtinued/rom Military Co»*ultatioaJ^ 1169, Tel. 11, 

• «««««• 

Thursday, 6th Dec'^ 1759. 

At a Consultation, Pbesent : 

Gboegb Pigot, Esq., Governor, President. 

John Smith. 

Dawsonne Dbaee. 

Eichabd Paibbield. 

Ghables Boubchieb. 

Henby Vansittabt. 

Samuel Abuley. 

Chables Tubneb. 

Received the two following Letters from Colonel Coote Commanding the Army in the 
Field. 


To—The Honble the President and Council of Fort George. 

Gentlemen,— 

I have just now received your General Letters of the 27“* and 29*'* 

Letter from Col. Coote Commanding the Army in N OV"^ together with the establishment of 

the Field. the Seapoys, which I entirely approve 

of; I did intend marching this day and going towards Arcot hut have deferr’d 

Advicea that part of the Enemy’s detachment are it aS the Breach iS UOt y®f proporly 

returning from the Southward. sccured. By the Best Intelligence I can 

get, the Enemy have taken Syringam, and all their horse with the Grenadiers 
of the Army are returning from the Southward. The remainder is to follow 
having left a Garrison at Syringam, if this be true I think I have no business 
to march to the Southward at this Season, I shall march tomorrow towards 
Chetteput and endeavor to take that place which I believe will give me no 

Col. Coote’s ojanion Concerning the operations of delay J If I find my intelligence not tO be 

the Enemy. depended upon, I will march to the South¬ 

ward, otherwise I shall go before Arcot. I received a Letter this day from Captain 
More by which he expects to he at Trevatore, I shall order him to join me, you 
may depend if I find Trichinopoly is Attacked, I will run all risques to releive it 
as I find it is an object which gives you concern. It gives me ^eat pleasure 
you have sent to Morarow. I hope you will suceed in your Embassy, for 
depend upon it 1 have nothing more at heart than the Interest of the Com> 
pany, I am well convinced this must be of Service to our Affairs. I inclose to 
you a Copy of a paper signed by the Field and Commanding Officers of Corps 
in the Army; As it is thought here that the Killedar is made a prisoner to the 
Army, that he should pay some gratuity to the Troops for their not plundering 
the Garrison or destroying him and his family. He is now Confined in the Fort 
and his Vakeel prisoner in Camp. I think it would be right that something 
should be payed by him. As the spirit of things seems to run high, you need not 
be surprized if you see me soon at Madras, I am happy in your approving the 
appointments I have made in the Army And am quite sensible the vast Ex¬ 
pence the Company is at in regard to Military Affairs, and how necessary it is 
to he frugal. As to my own particular Allowances in the Field I shall trouble 
you no more with them, tho’ however great my expences are, not at all doubt¬ 
ing but you would do all in your power to ease me of the burthen, 

I am with greatest respect and Esteem, 
Gentlemen, 

Your most Obedient and most humble Servant, 


WONDIWASH, 

Sr* Beer 1759. 
*67 F. D. 


ETBB COOTE. 
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P. S.—1 should be very sorry anybody was appointed Major Brigade in the 
room of M' Eiser, as it would give me great Concern to have any Dispute on 
that head. I cannot Conceive how it can be thought the Service can be 
^rried on in any Shape if the Commanding Officers of Garrisons are to wait 
till I have applyed to the Gov' & Council at Madras for their approbation 
of any Orders I may send them which may demand an immediate compliance. 
As the nature of the Service being such that the Garrisons may be either rein* 
forced or withdrawn two or three times a week, please to let me know if you 
have any particular orders for the Garrison of Wondiwash that they may be 
given out accordingly. 

Since I wrote the above I have come to determination to go against 
^ „ , Carangoly, and shall march for that place 

propose* e a toe arango y. tomorrow. Capt. Moore has joined Cap¬ 

tain Wood at Coveripauk, he has Orders to distress the Enemy about Arcot 
as much as possible. He writes me he is in great distress for want of money. 
Inclosed is an Account of Ordnance, Provisions taken in the Garrison of 
Wondiwash. 

E. 0. 


Demand of the Officers of the Army for the plunder of Wondiwash. 

Agreable to a Summons the Killedar of Wondiwash received from Colo- 

Demand made on l)ehalf of the army for the plunder nel Eyre Coote, whlch WaS to deliver Up 
arUing from the Capture of Wondiwash. the Garrison, to pay 6 Lacks of Rupees, 

one half to be paid to the Company and one half to the Troops which sum¬ 
mons he than refused, and the place being taken by storm, during the time of 
carrying on a Capitulation between the Killedar and Colonel Coote, which 
Capitulation was to deliver up the Fort by 2 O’Clock in the afternoon with 
the Europeans prisoners, for which the Killedar was to Continue in his Jageer, 
paying all proper Taxes to the Company and the French Seapoys to be taken 
into the Company’s Service; This treaty not being returned from the Killedar to 
Colonel Coote before the place was taken by Storm, The Field Officers and 
Commanding Officer of the Company’s troops and of the Artillery in the name 
of the Army demand a sum of Money agreable to the first summons, and 
likewise all the stores in the Garrison, Civil and Military, which were preserv’d 
by the Officers of the Army from being Plundered for that purpose 

Wondiwash, Signed. OHO**^ BBEBETON, Major Commanding 

1st De<f 1759. His Majesty's 79*^ Segment. 

GEORGE MONSON, Major 79** Begt. 

ROBT. GORDON, Major 84** Begt. 

WILL“ GORDON, Maj 84** Begt. 

WILL- HISLOP. 

ACHILLES PRESTON, Captain Commanding 

the Company's Troops. 


To—The Hou'ble the President and Council of Fort S‘ GFeoige. 
Letter from Colonbl Coots, Commanding the Army in the Field. 


Gentlemen,— 

The 3*^ Instant, I invested 


Carangoly and took possession of the Petta 
where I took two Seapoys prisoners, one of 
my Seapoys was wounded with Grape Shot. 
The Seapoys informed me that the Garrison was the night before reinforced 
c. n • by 100 Europeans from Pondichery, so 

Dgth e *m*on. consists now of 160 Europeans 

and 400 Seapoys. I am likewise informed that they have only 5 days provisions 


Carangoly Invested. 
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of Bice, yesterday a Grenadier of the Company’s troops was Killed by a Cannon 
Capt. Wood with a partj from Covatipaok takes Shota ^lead Quartiers of the ik.rmy are to 
poet in the Town of Arcot. jje at Madranticum, I received yesterday a 

letter from Captain Wood who informs that agreable to my orders, he has 
taken possession of the Nabob’s house at Arcot, and is gathering in large quan¬ 
tities of grain for the Renter. Capt Moore had my orders some time ago to 
join him, which I suppose he has done before this, therefore hope they will 
be strong enough against any thing that may be sent that way whilst we are 
carrying on the Siege of this place ; I am very well assured that the French 
have drawn off all their force from the Southward except the Garrison they 
left at Syringam. I took the liberty of opening a Letter directed to you from 
Tricbenopoly which I now enclose. If I have done wrong please to let me 
Know. 1 should be glad to have your Cypher. As we are in great want of Shot 
for the 18 pounders, you will please to send some as soon as possible to Chingle- 
put. In my last I recommended Mahomed Abdul Alii Cawn the Renter, but 
have since found he has behaved very ill in using my name in making a bar¬ 
gain with the Killedar of Wondiwash without my Knowledge, which has 
occasioned some disturbance in Camp. 

I am with the greatest esteem and respect. 
Gentlemen, 

Your Most Obedient, and most humble Servant, 

Caeongoly, eyre COOTE. 

Fetta, Lec^ 1759. 


With regard to the Representation addressed to Colonel Coote by the Field 
Officers and Commandants of the Different Corps in the Army Demanding in 
their own behalf and in behalf of the rest of the Officers and Soldiers, the en¬ 
tire Plunder of Wondiwash or an Equivalent for the same, We should be glad, 
were it left to us, to dispose of Captures, to have an opportunity of Shewing our 
sense of their Services, But His Majesty has been graciously pleased to put a 
His Majesty’s Letters Patent regarding Oaptores hnal Determination to all these matters 
referr’d to. hy his Letters Patent under the Seal of 

Great Britain, bearing date the 14th January 1768, one of which Acts is in 
our possession. It is there Ordered and declared, that all plunder and booty 
which shall be taken in Wars, Hostilities or Expeditions by the Company’s 
own Land or Sea Forces shall belong to the Company, and that all which shall 
be taken by His Majesty’s Forces and the Companys jointly shall be reserved 
for distribution in such manner and proportions as shall be determined by 
His Majesty. 

In the first Instance the Company have been pleased to direct that one 
half be given to the Captors with this Exception, that the Cannon, Ammuni¬ 
tion and Military Stores of all Kinds are to be reserved entirely for the 
Service. 


In an Instance of the second Kind that of the Bengal Expedition—His 
Majesty was pleased to grant one half to the Company and the other half to 
the Captors. The same Exception with regard to Cannon^ Ammunition &c. 
is made by the Articles of War, Sect. 11, Art. 19. 

Supposing then Wondiwash, to be taken without Capitulation which 
, j u seems to us to have been the case, all the 

Bjeotsfoond tUereexooptingtheCimoii, 
Amm unition and other Military Stores are to be regarded as Plunder; 
A Publick Sale must be accordingly made and the produce deposited in the 
Company’s Cash, the only publick Fund here subsisting, and so reserved for 
distribution in such manner and proportions as shall be determined by His 
Majesty. 


It win be necessary and it is Agreed that Commissaries be appoin^ on 

and CommiMariea to be appointed for that bebalf of the Company, tO act jointly 
Sorrice. with any two Officers Colonel Coote may 

think proper to name in bebalf of the Amy, in order that a compleat Inventory 
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be taken of what is in aU the Magazines or Store Houses, and a Sale made of 
the Effects. 

Concerning the sum of money mentioned in the Representation of the 
E., 1 , « ti. *? >>““ demanded of 

Army, for the Plunder aiising from thd Capture of t]l6 £.lll6da>r oy (jOlOUCl OOOtC OH thC 

Wondiwash. Surrender of the place, It cannot be law¬ 

ful for him to demand any Except what may actually be in the Eort, upon any 
other footing than as Payment of his Arrears of Tribute to the Nabob, in whose 
Name the Company have a right to receive it towards the discharge of the im¬ 
mense debt he owes them. It is a Sum out of the Killedar’s Personal Estate 
which he took care to secure in a distant place, and cannot therefore under any 
pretence be deemed as plunder. 

Agreed to write very fully of the beforegoing circumstances to Colonel 
™ ........ ,« . Coote and to desire he will Communi- 

ano a e r cone oo . catethem to the Field OMcers in Auswer 

to their Representation. 

The Board approve of Colonel Coote’s having Ordered the Engineer to re¬ 
pair the Breach at Wondiwash, and as it is 
a Frontier to our possessions, we think it 
should be made capable of a good defence. Ordered therefore that the Engineer 
be directed to send us a plan of the Fort as it now is, with his opinion of the 
quickest and least Expensive Method-of Strengthening it. 


The Breach at Wondiwash to be repaired. 


Tu—'E ybb Cootb, Esq., Commander'ia-Chief of the Land forces on the Coast. 

Sir,— 

We have received the favour of your Letter dated the 2nd Instant, accom- 

Letter to Colonel Coote Commanding the Army panied with a List of CannOU, Ammuni* 
in the Field. Hon and Military Stores taken at Won¬ 

diwash, also a List of provisions and some other Effects taken in the same place, 
and a Representation addressed to you by the Field Officers and Commandants 
of the Different Corps in the Army, demanding in their own behalf and in 
behalf of the rest of the officers and Soldiers the entire Plunder of the Place, 
or an equivalent for the Same. 

Were it left to us to dispose a Capture, we should be very happy in hav¬ 
ing an opportunity to shew our Sense of the Merits of the Army you Com¬ 
mand, But His Majesty has been graciously pleased to put a final determina¬ 
tion to all these matters by His Letters, Patent under the Seal of Great 
Britain hearing date the 14th January 1768 one of which Acts, is in our 
possession. It is there Ordered and declared that all plunder and booty 
which shall be taken in Wars, Hostilities, or Expeditions by the Company’s 
own Land or Sea forces shall belong to the Company, and that all which shall be 
taken by His Majesty’s forces and the Company’s jointly, shall he reserved 
for distribution in such manner and proportions as shall be determined by 
His Majesty. 

In the first Instance the Company have directed us to give one half to the 
Captors with this Exception, that the Cannon, Ammunition and Military 
Stores of all Kinds are to be reserved entirely for the Service. 

In an Instance of the second Kind that of the Bengal Expedition, His 
Majesty was pleased to grant one half to the Company, and the other hdf to 
the Captors—The same Exception with regard to Cannon, Ammunition &®. is 
made by the Articles of War, Sec. 11 Art. 19. 

Suppose then Wondiwash to be taken without Capitulation which indeed 
appears to us to be the case. ^ All the Efteots found there, excepting the Cannon, 
Ammunition and other Military Stores are to be regarded as plunder, a 
Publick Sale must be accordingly made, and the produce deposited in the Com¬ 
pany’s Cash, the only Publick Fund here subsisting, in such manner and 
proportions, as shall be determined by His Majesty. 

We shall appoint two Commissaries, on behalf the Company to act 
jointly with any two officers you may think proper to appoint in behalf of 
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the Army. They must make a compleat Invefltory of what is in *all the 
Magazines or Storehouses, and proceed afterwards to the sale. 

In the Letter where you first mentiqu the Interview you had with some 
of the Killedar’s People, you do not inform us of your having demanded any 
Money from him—Nor indeed Sir, is it Lawful for you to demand any, except 
what may he actually in the Port, upon any other footing than as payment of 
his Arrears of Tribute to the Nabob, in whose name the Company have a 
right to receive it towards the discharge of the immense debt he owes them. 
It is a Sum out of the Eilledar*s Personal Estate which he took care to secure 
in a distant place) and cannot therefore, under any pretence be deemed Plunder, 
You will be pleased to communicate this State of the Case to the Pield Officers 
in Answer to their Bepresentation. 

We have no particular directions to give Sir to the Commandant of the Port 
at Wondiwash excepting that he will be pleased to send us Monthly, the 
Accounts and Beturns of his Garrison, with a List of the Beceipts, Issues and 
Bemains of Stores. On this subject we have wrote him ourselves, our Letter 
comes inclosed, and we request you will forward it to him. We approve of 
your ordering the Engineer to repair the Breach, and as it is a Prontier to our 
possessions, we think it should be made capable of a good defence, we desire 
therefore, that you will please to order the Engineer to send us a Plan of the 
Port as it now is, together with his opinion of the quickest and least expensive 
Method of Strengthening it. 

We have the honor to be with Great ^steem. 
Poet George. Sir, 

S'* Dec’’* 1759. Your most Obedient humble Servant, 

GEOBGE PIGOT Gomcil. 


To—>E ybe Coots, Esq., Commander-m-Chief of the Land Forces on the Coast. 

Sir— 

■ We have received your favor of the 6th and shall be very glad to 

Letter to Colonel Coote Commanding the Army in haVe a Confirmation of the Bctum of the 

the Field. Enemy’s Troops from the Southward, as 

the safety of Trichenopoly is the great object of our Concern. 

Supplies of all sorts of stores are sent to Chingleput as fast as Conveyances 
can be procured. It is quite agreable to us and we think it very proper you 
should open and peruse the Letters directed to us that may fall into your 
h ands from Trichenopoly or other places, The one you mention to have 
Inclosed in yours of the S*** is omitted, We furnished Major Brereton with a 
copy of the Cypher generally used with Trichenopoly, and now write to desire 
hi m to deliver it to you. There is another Cypher which is some times used for 
Words not expressed in the former, of this we have the honor to enclose a 
Copy and you may use either in your Correspondence with us upon occasion. 

We are. 

Poet S’* George. Sir, 

6** Dec'* 1769. Your most Obedient humble Servants, 

GEOBGE PIGOT &* C((uncit. 

Monday, lOth Deer. 

At a. CONSULTATIOE, PRESENT ; 

George Pigot,'Esq., Qvvernor, President. 

John Smith. 

Dawsonne Drake. 

Bichard Pairfield. 

Charles Boijrchier. 

Hbnrt Vansittabt. 

Samuel Ardley. 

Charles Turner. 

• < • * • 

S57F. D. 
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* To— The Hon’ble the Fresident and Council of Fort S*. George. 

Gentleubn.— 

Inclosed is the Letter from. Trichenopoly which was omitted this 

Letter from Colonel Coote Commanding the Army moming from Carangoly Pettah, I just 

in the Field. HOW received yours of the 29th Novem¬ 

ber, by Eama Lingah Pillah, and agreable thereto will put any Countries 
that may come into your possession under his Management,* I shall send 
an order for his taking that of Wondiwash and the Country round about. 

Madranticum. I anl, 

6“ BecT 1759.. With the greatest Bespect and Esteem, 

. Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient and most humble Servant, 
EYRE COOTE. * - 


To—The Hon’ble the President and Council of Port S‘. George. 

Gentlemen— 

I received your Letter of the 3rd Instant, It gives me the greatest 

Letter from Colonel Coote Commanding the Army pleasure tO- find I haVO met With yOUr 

in the FieiA approbation, be assured I shall always 

study to* do everything that can promote the Interest of the Company. I have 
according to your directions put the Management of Wondiwash, Trevatore, and 
Outremalour under Bama Lingah Pillah. Inclosed is the warrant of it. I have 
already ordered Capt&in Sherlock to correspond with you and to follow such 
orders as you may be pleased to give him. I am entirely of your opinion in 
regard to the Killedar of Wondiwash, he certainly is not in our Interest or ever 
will. 1 have ordered him to be sent Prisoner to Madras according to your direc¬ 
tions. I have already acquainted you with the expectation of the Army in 
regard to some Present from the Killedar, and the Soldiery having that notion 
instilled in them may carry things to too great a length if something is not granted 
on this occasion. I informed you of the demand I made before I knew of any 
debts due to the Company, which was 6 Lacks, one half to the Company and 
one half to the Army. This demand tho’ not granted by the Killedar, the Army 
think they have a right to on account of Seizing the Port &. making him Priso¬ 
ner. You may judge how high matters have been carried by a part of the 
Army when ’ I was obliged to insert in the orderly book, what I now enclose 
you, I give you my word, had I the money myself, I should not hesitate about 
giving it rather than have any disturbance at this Critical time. 

There are now three Companies of Seapoys in Wondiwash, I think there 
ought not to be at present less than six & 1 could wish that number was sent 
from Madras, as I cannot well spare any from the Army. I shall be happy if 
the Morattas join us, as I make no doubt, of their being of the greatest use. My 
Intentions first were against Chetteput where the French were, but their mar¬ 
ching to Gingey before I left Wondiwash prevented my taking that rout. I 
advices of his having inteiiigencd that tho Enoinj have aluiost Certain Intelligence of the 

are Recalling their troops from the Southward. Eoemy’s leaving the Southward and 

marching this way, however should they remain there, I think your fears ground¬ 
less in regard to Trichenopoly, as their force is not sufficient to oblige that gar¬ 
rison to surrender, I think I may Venture to say that our prospects are upon a 
tolerable good foundation. I beg you will not upon my former recommendation 
think any more of Abdul Ally Cawn, he being in my opinion a very bad man. 
Inclosed is the Copy of a paper signed by the Officers jof Colonel Draper’s 
Regiment. 

I am, with the greatest Esteem and Respect, 
Madranticum, Gentlemen, 

1759. Your Most Obedient and most humble Servant^ 

EYRE COOTE. 
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To^The Hoa'ble the President and ConncU of Fort George. 

GTbntlemen,— 

I received both your Letters of the 6th Instant, I have not as* yet 


Letter from Colonel Coote Commanding the Army 
in the Field. 


had time to call the Field Officers together 


His ohjections to March the Army to the Southward. 


to communicate to them that- part of 
your letter relative to Captures made hy the Army, I really did not recol¬ 
lect till today that I had not mentioned in my first letter the Summons 
I sent to the Eilledar iu which I demanded 5 Lacks of Money, half for the 
Army, and half for the Company, or 4id I know when I demanded it, I did a 
thing which was unlawful, or what money was in the Fort. I could have wished 
Gentlemen that before 1 left Madras you had given me Your Sentiments on 
these occasions, as’t was impossible for me to have Known them. 1 shall order 
the Engineer, as soon as the present Siege is over, to send you a plan of the 
Fort of Wondiwash, aud to put it in a good posture of defence in the cheapest 
manner, which 1 think you are quite right in having done, and that you should 
not delay sending more troops there. 

There is nobody can he more Anxious about the Safety of Trichinopoly 

than myself, I know how much depends 
on it, hut I think it would he running 
a great risque to march the Array that way, as the French have now at Chette- 
put eight or 900 Europeans besides other forces, which would certainly harrass 
our Rear and keep off any supply of provisions from joining us; without suffer¬ 
ing us to come to an action with them, therefore I have no need to describe to 
you the dreadful Situation the Enemy must he in, and should the Intelligence 
I now send you in regard to Buss^ be true, we shall have enough to do to main¬ 
tain our ground here, however Gentlemen, if you are of opinion that my march- 
. , . . „ , ing to the Southward be absolutely neces- 

sary you need hut Command me. 1 have 
been firing against Carahgoly these two days, have disabled several of their 
guns and made a Breach tho’ not yet practicable. Colonel O’Kennely defends 
it like a Soldier, I hope it will not take up much more of my time, as I think I 
cannot well spare it. It gives me a good deal of concern, that I was obliged 
to order Captain Moore from Arcot, for had I been able to have gone that way 
(by the Accts. I have received) that Garrison, must certainly have fallen, how¬ 
ever we cannot do every thing at once. If I am so happy as to give you satisfac¬ 
tion I shall be content, for be assured, that 


Madkantictjm, 

Deer 1759, * 

• « 


I am with the greatest Respect and Esteem, 
Gentlemen, 

Your most Obedient, and most humble Servant, 
EYRE COOTE. . 


We hope soon to bear of Colonel Coote’s Success against Carangoly, Jaffer 
Ally Cawn, the Killedar there held the same Office when the Fort was in our 
possession and always behaved himself well, the Priviledges and advantages he 
enjoys are but inconsiderable, and it is Agreed to desire of Colonel Coote that 
they may be continued to him, if he should carry the place. 

. The Letter wrote to Colonel Coote in consequence of the Resolutions of 

Reply made to the application the officers of Insfont relating tO Ca^UrCS, will 

the 7 tith Reg*, for a Sum of Money from the Kilie. be a Sufficient Auswcr to the Representa- 
dsrof Wondiwash. 5^^- 

per’s Regiment for obtaining a sum of money from the Killedar to be divided 
amongst the Army, and concerning which we think it only necessary now to 
remark to Colonel Coote, that we regard both the demand itself and the man¬ 
ner of making it very unbecoming Officers upon Service. 

We have as yet received no Confirmation of the Return of the Enemy’s 
forced from the .Southward, and as it seemq very probable from the large sup- 
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plies of Ammunition they have lately sent to Syringam, that they have a de- ' 

a Detachment of 200 men proposed to he sent to to attack Triclienopoly, the Boaid 

Nega^atain on the Shaftesbury to the Assistance of tllink it expcdicilt that lUedSUreS bc IdI* 

Tiiohenopoiy. mediately taken to prevent the Ill Conse< 

quences of their succeeding in sucTi an attempt, and upon Considering the diflS- 
oulties Colonel Coote apprehends in marching the Army to the Southward, We 
are of opinion that a Detachment of two hundred Military should be sent in 
the Shaftesbury to Negapatam there to land and march by the way of Tanjour 
to Trichenopoly. This will be a means of encouraging the’ King of Tanjour, 
Tondiman, and the other Pollygars whose troops joined to such a party will 
be sufficient to secure Trichenopoly in case it should be attacked with all the 
Forces of the Enemy that are now to the Southward, and on the other hand, if 
they should have recalled those Troops the beforementioned Detachment joined 
with the Garrison of Trichenopoly, the Nabob’s Troops, and those of Tanjour 
will be employed offensively, and by that means making a powerful diver¬ 
sion, be as useful to the General Cause, as if joined to the body of the Army. 
Their first object must be the retaking of Syringam, and this done to cross the 
River and enter the Enemy’s Districts to the Southward advancing as near to 

And a Plan of operations in Conseqneiice racom- Fondichery as tlie Situation of the Enemy’s 
mended to Colonel Coote. . forces will admit, and in such manner as 

may be directed by Colonel Coote, so as may the most effectually tend to pro¬ 
mote the Success of the operations of the Army On this side. 

The Board are sensible that such a draft from the Army will put it out of 
Colonel Coote’s power to attack for the present any other of the enemy’s 
Garrisons, especially as M'. Bussy is on his return w'ith the detachment of 
Europeans that was with Bazalet Jung and Some Country horse and Seapoys. 
If however Carangoly should fall we shall have acquired the two most advan¬ 
tageous of the French possessions, as they make our Circle compleat. We may 
therefore be contented with this advantage for the present and endeavor only 
by such means as Colonel Coote shall judge best adapted to the design to 
amuse the Enemy untill our Southward detachment begins to move, and then 
the two Bodies will mutually assist each other and enter upon such opera¬ 
tion's as from the motions of the Enemy shall be judged most advisable to be 
pursued. 

Agreed to propose this Flan of operations to Colonel Coote, and to desire 
he will accordingly, as soon as the Affair of Carangoly is finished, send a detach¬ 
ment of two hundred men to embark in the Shaftesbury. Captain Joseph Smith 
by his long Residence at Trichenopoly, has acquired so much Influence with the 
King of Tanjour, Tondiman, and the other powers on that side, and at the 
same time so intimate a knowledge of the Country that we think it will be 
most beneficial to the Service for him to Command the troops there, and it is 
therefore Resolved to recommend to Colonel Coote that the Detachment pro¬ 
posed may consist entirely of the Company’s Battalions,.and the recovered 
men here belonging to all the Corps shall be ordered to join the Army. 


GEORGE FIGOT. 

JOHN SMITH. 

CH® BOTJRCHIER. 
DAWSONNE DRAKE. 
HENRY VANSITTART. 
RICH® FAIRFIELD. 
SAMUEL ARDLEY. 
CHARLES TURNER. 
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To — Eyre Coote, Commander-iii'Chief of the Land forces on the CSoast. 

Sir,— 

We have received your favors, of the 6“ and 8“* Instant, and hope we shall 

Letter to Colonel Coote Commanding the Army SOOn have the satisfaction, to hear of JOUr 

IB the Fields. Success against Carongoly. Jaffer Ally 

Cawn, the Killedar there held the same office when the Fort was in our 
possession and always behaved himself well, the Priviledges and advantages 
he enjoys are but inconsiderable, and We desire they may be continued to 
him if you carry the Place, We observe the Eepresentation addressed to you by 
Captains Fell, Knuttal, Drake and DeLaval, Lieutenants De la Douespe, Du¬ 
pont, More, Brown, Upfield, Sefton, Eussel, and Popbam, and Ensigns Collins, 
West, Halpenny, Haslewood, Thompson, Forbes, and Adair, all officers of His 
Majesty’s 79“* Reg. containing a Demand of a sum of Money to be paid 
them by the Killedar of Wondiwash for the Lenity shewn to him. The 
Letter we had the honor to write you the Instant, will be a Sufficient Answer 
to that Demand, we will therefore only remark here, that we think both the de¬ 
mand itself and the manner of making it very unbecoming Officers upon Service. 

As we have not yet had any Confirmation of the return of the Enemys 
troops from the Southward, nor any part of them, and as it is certain that large 
Supplies of Stores have been sent that way from Pondiohery, we think it almost 
beyond doubt that they have a design to attack Trichenopoly, the last Letters 
we have received from Captain Smith is dated the 27* Norember, inclosed we 
have the pleasure to send you a Copy, by which you will perceive that he is in 
pretty good Condition of defence, however the possession of Syringam puts us 
too much in the Enemy’s power to attack Trichenopoly whenever they see a 
convenient Opportunity. At the same time it cuts off all those Revenues which 
serve to defray the charges of that Garrison and throws the whole burthen 
upon the Treasury here. All these Circumstances being well considered together 
with the difficulties you mention in marching the Army to the Southward, 
and the danger to which our possessions here might in such case be exposed, 
we think it would be expedient to make use of the present opportunity of 
sending two hundred men in the Ship Shaftesbury toNegapatam, there to land 
and march by the way of Tanjour to Trichenopoly. This will be a means of 
encouraging the King of Tanjour, Tondiman, and the other Pollygars, whose 
Troops joined to such a party will be sufficient to secure Trichenopoly in case 
it should be attacked with all the forces of the Enemy, that are now to the 
Southward, and on the other hand if they should have recalled those Forces the 
beforementioned detachment joined with the Garrison of Trichenopoly, the 
Nabob’s Troops, and those of Tanjour, &®, will! be employed offensively, and by 
that means making a powerful diversion be as useful to the General Cause as if 
joined to the Body of the Army. Their first object must be the retaking of 
Syringam and this done, they must Cross the River and enter the Enemy’s 
Districts to the Southward, advancing as near to Pondichery as the Situation 
of the Enemy’s Forces will admit and in such manner as they may be directed 
by you. So as to cooperate with the Army under your Command, and promote 
the Success of your Enterprizes. 

We are Sensible that such a draft from your forces will put it out of your 
power, to attack for the present any other of the Enemy’s Garrisons, especially 
as W Bussy is on his Return with the detachment of Europeans that was 
long with Bazalet Jung, and some Country horse and Seapoys. If you suc¬ 
ceed at Carongoly you will have acquired for the Company the two most 
advantageous of all the French Possessions, as they make our circle compleat. 
We may be contented for the present with this advantage, and only endeavor 
by Such Operations of the Army, as you shall Judge best adapted to the 
design, to Maintain the Possessions we have, or give the Enemy battle, if an 
opportunity offers of doing it upon good Terms. By such a Manenuvre you may 
give Employment here to the greatest part of the Enemy’s Force endeavouring, 
to amuse them, untill our Southward detachment begins to move, and then the 
two bodies will mutually assist each other pressing forward on that Side 
where the Enemy have least Force in proportion to ours. By this Trichenopoly 
will be placed in Security and either Syringam regained or the Enemy 
obliged to keep there at all times so large a force as will give us the advantage 
here. The account which Abdul Vahab Cawn Sent to Captain More of M' 
Bussy’s detachment is'certainly much exaggerated. Upon a medium of the 

*67 F. D. 
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Several Advices we have received, their Number Cannot exceed two hundred, 
Country horse and Seapoys they may always have as many as they can pay, 
they may serve to ravage and lay waste unguarded Districts, but are hardly 
to be reckoned in the Eorce of an Army. The Morattas are the best of that sort, 
and we will get a thousand to join you, if a reasonable Sum of Money will do 
it. Morarow writes to the President that they are ready but you know how 
little their declarations are to be depended upon, however our Vakeel set out 
some days ago to settle the Terms and dispatch them to you. 

We hope the Plan of Operations before proposed will meet with your 
approbation, and that you will accordingly, as soon as the aftair of Carongoly 
is finished, send us a detachment of two hundred men to be embarked in the 
Skajtesbury, Captain Joseph Smith by his long Residence at Trichenopoly has 
acquired so much Influence with the King of Tanjour, Tondiman, and the other 
powers on that side, and at the same time so intimate a knowledge of the 
Country, that it will certainly be more beneficial to the Service for him to 
Command the Troops that are to act there. His being also Commandant of the 
Company's Troops upon the Coast, gives him some pretentions, we therefore 
recommend that the Detachment proposed may consist entirely of the Com¬ 
pany’s Battalions, we have some recovered men here belonging to all the 
Corps, who will be sent immediately to join the Army. 

It is entirely the want of Conveyances that has prevented all the Stores 
going out together. Six hundred Shot for the Eighteen pounders are gone, and 
50 barrels of powder are going today. As your Expence of Ammunition has 
been very great, you have undoubtedly some empty Tumbnls and. Spare Bul¬ 
locks, whatever you can send us in will he very agreahle, for the Demand is 
so very large that it is impossible to procure a sufficiency here to send out 
fresh Continually, It is the Same with Lascars and Seapoys of which Numbers 
are sent with the Supplies to the Army, but none are ever returned. 

The Seapoys remaining here are very few, barely enough to guard the 
Erench Prisoners, and do those ordinary duties in which they supply the want 
of Europeans. All that are in the out Garrisons, as well Europeans as Seapoys, 
may be regarded as part of the Army, they are joined wherever the Service 
requires, and the places entirely depends upon the Protection and Success of 
the Army. The Number now in the Field and those Several Gamsons is about 
four thousand five hundred. If you think An Addition absolutely neces¬ 
sary for carrying on the Service with advantage, we will do as you may 
recommend. The expence you can Calculate as well as we, and we flatter our¬ 
selves, have the Company’s Interest equally at heart. 

Concerning provisions we have given repeated orders to all the Company’s 
Renters, and we persuade ourselves they will give all the Encouragement 
possible to keep the Army supplied. In this time of general Scarcity, some 
allowances must be made, for the future we shall lay up a Store for the Com¬ 
pany in each Garrison, from which the Army may draw Supplies upon occasion. 

Fort St. Qeoiig£, We are with great Esteem, 

m Dec'. 1759. Sib, 

Your most obedient humble Servants, 

GEORGE PIGOT, &*., Council. 

• » « • • 

Thursday, 13“* Dec'. 

At a Consultation, Present: 

Geobob Piqot, Esqe., Governor, President. 

John Smith. 

Dawsonne Drake. 

Richabd Faibeield. 

Chables Bottbchier. 

Henbt Vansittabt. 

Samuel Abdley. 

Chables Tubneb. 

Received the three following Letters from Colonel Coote Commanding the 
Army in the Field. 



35 


-The Hon’ble the President and’Council of Fort St. George. 


Gektleuen, 

I have been obliged to send for more 18 pound Shot and powder from 

Letter from Colonel Coote commanding tbe Army Ghangleput} by a letter from If liCaber 

in the Field. HO stores are arrived from Madras, he 

has sent me all the powder belonging to the Garrison and what 18 pound 
shot were left. What a shocking thing it would be were I now obliged to raise 
the Siege of this place for want of ammunition, when I seem to be within a 
few hours of becoming master of it. It is impossible for me to carry on the 
Service if I am not properly supply'd. 

I have countermanded Capt. Moore from joining me, as I imagine the 
French are not coming from the Southward, I need not inform you how neces¬ 
sary it is the Moratta should join us, if they are to he in our Service. 

Poor Captain Campbell of the Artillery had his thigh broke yesterday by 
_ ^ „ . „ . , a Cannon Shot and cannot possibly live, 

otherwise we have met with very little 
loss.' Our Approaches will he close up to the ditch by tomorrow, after which I 
think they will not stand a Storm. 1 most again beg you will send some more 
Europeans and Seapoys to garrison Wondiwash, and whatever other places 
may fall. I think it would he right to fix a quantity of Stores at Wondi¬ 
wash, a proper jierson to put what are already there in order. 

I am with the greatest respect, and Esteem, 
Madbanticum, Gentlemen, 

Bees' 1759. Your Most obedient, and Most humble Servant, 

EYRE COOTE. 


To the Hon’ble President and Council of Fort St. George. 

Gentlemen, 

Inclosed is this day's Correspondence with Lieutenant-Colonel O’Kennely 
^ , ,, and the Articles of Agreement between us, 

Carangoly taken. , i .ii n j t 

by which you will find I am now m pos- 

[Letter from Colonel Coote commanding the Army seSSion oE the Fort of Carangoly, and I 
Ill the Field.] thank God, with very little loss. The 

Chief is poor Captain Campbell who died this Morning of his wounds. One 
Grenadier of the Company’s troops is Killed, and one Seapoy and a Topaz mor¬ 
tally wounded. I am just come to Camp from the Pettah and cannot give you 
as yet any account of the Strength of the Garrison but Will as soon as possible. 
The Army that was near Arcot, under the Command of Capt. More, has been 
obliged to retire to Coveripauk, M'. Bussy being very near that place with 
a large Army. I hope to be able to march towards phetteput to night or to¬ 
morrow morning at farthest. I shall leave the 18 pounders at Wondiwash, 
where I beg you will send shot and all other Ammunition together with some 
Seapoys and what Europeans you can spare to Garrison that place, as well as 
Carangoly, as I cannot leave any of the former behind me. 

Had not this place surrendered to-day, the Consequence would have been 
extremely bad having not above 60 Eighteen pound shot left, and none as yet 
arrived at Changleput. I cannot without doing injustice to merit, omit men¬ 
tioning the great assiduity and good Conduct of Captain Barker during this 
Siege and the last. 

Madbanticttm, 

IG^ Deo', 1759. I am with the greatest Esteem, and Respect, 

Gentlemen, 

Your Most obedient, and most humble Servant 
EYRE 000TB. 
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Copy of a letter from Colonel Coote to Colonel O’Kennely with his Answer, and the Capi¬ 
tulation for the surrender of Carongoly. 

Monsieur,— 

Je viens de recevoir la lettre que vous m'avez fait I’honneur de m 

lietter firom Cdlond Coote eonunaoilng Vte Aimy addcCSSClT ftTCO 1 a Oapitlllation qviG| VOUS 
in Ute Field, ie Colanel O'Konnely. yaV0Z joflltC. 

la delence, que ■vous avei latVe ‘^usqu'^upTfeseuV e\i laqueWe, ‘vous 70118 
fetes exposfe aux terribles consfequences d’un assaul trfes-prochain ne peut qu’ins- 
pirer mfeme ^ un ennemi de I’estime pour rotre personne, et c’est en considfera- 
tion de cette estime que je mefais un plaisir, de vous accorder les conditions sui- 
vantes quoique I’etat de votre place, et celui de mon attaque me mettent en fetat 
d’en imposer de plus sfevferes. 

Vous ne sauriez ignorer que quoique ni vous ni votre gamison, en parti- 
culier n’ayez eu aucune part aux cruautes Commisses fe Syringam, cependant 
comme les cruautfes out 4tfe commises, par des fran 9 ais, les traitfes de la Guerre 
redent Ifegitiiues les reprfesailles dont jfe jugerais h propos d’user dans cette 
occasion. 

J’ai rhonneur d’etre, 

Monsieur, 

votre trfes humble Serviteur, 

EYRE COOTE. 


Eyre Coote Ecuyer Lieutenant Colonel Commandant le 84’®“' Rfegiment 
d’lufanterie, et Commandant en chef de toutes les troupes Anglaises dans les 
Indes Orientales. 

Rfeponse aux conditions de Capitulation proposfee par Thos. O’Kennely Che* 

Articles of Capitulation for the Surrender of Car- Valier de 1 Ordl’e Royale & Militaire de 

rongoly. St. Louis, Lieutenant Colonel d’lnfan- 

terie au service de sa Majestfe tres chrfetienne. 

Conditions 1®‘ Que Mens' Coote sera mis en possession du Fort anjourd hui 
avant deux heures aprfes midi. 

2 " 

Que le Gouverneur avec sa Garnison blanche sortira du Fort, avec leurs 
Armes, & gibernes avectrois cartouches chacun, & pouront emporter le bag¬ 
gage qui leur appartieot personellement, cette 2^ condition est accordfee en con¬ 
sideration de la brave defence que le Gouverneur a faite. 

Que la Garnison blanche emportera des provisions, pour six jours pris hors 
de leurs magazins. Que tous les sipays seront desarmes et mis hors du fort 
et en libertfe d’aller oh iles voudront. 


4 ‘'‘ 

Un sauf conduit sera accorde au Gouverneur eth la Garnison blanche pour 
„ „ . ... .• o j-u aller d Pondichfery, et des coolies pour 

The Garrison permitted to retire o Pondichcry. , , • ^ 

porter leur baggage, provisions, et mala- 
des, les coulis seront payfes par ladite Garnison. 


5th 

Que lorsque les troupes Anglaises seront mises en possession de la porte il 
sera undonnfe un fetat fidfele de toutes Pammunitions de guerre et de bouche 
qui sont dans le fort & que le Gouverneur donnera une personne qui montrera 
aux alinguistes. Anglais tous les ouvrages iutferieurs, & extfereurs, & tout ce 
que en dfepend. 

Caeongolt pettah, 

i(?“ Dee\ 1759. 


EYRE COOTE. 



To —The Hon’ble the President and Council of Fort St. George. 
Gentlemen,— 

I hare ordered Lieutenant Fletcher ^ and two Company’s of seapoys to 

Letter from Colonel Coote commanding'the Army in remain lU thlS GamSOn With an Fn^l* 

the fteia. neer & 50 Pioneers to repair the works 

Lteoteoaut FletcUer left in the command of C*»»n- and put thBIIl iU 2 > pOStUTO Ol dSlBSOB# 

goij with an Ei^neer and 50 Pioneers. The French had during the Siege two 

Europeans killed, and five mortally wounded, besides some seapoys, most of 
the Guns are dismounted, beg you will send proper people from Madras to re¬ 
mount them, this morning Colonel O’Kennely with 100 Europeans (officers 
included) marched for Pondiehery. If you could spare M'. Call for a few days, 
I think it would not be improper for him to visit and inspect Wondiwash and 
this Garrison. The Army marches today for Tewettalam where I shall join 
them this afternoon. I have just received Intelligence that M'. Bnssy is 
expected at Lalleput, the 9th and that his Army Consists of 500 Europeans, 
Desires the opinion of the Board concerning the 20 Pr. CanUOn, 4000 SeapOyS aud 2000 
next operations of the Army. black horsc. I shall still Continue my 

rout towards Chetteput and Arcot in order if possible to engage the l^nemy, but 
if you think it of more Consequence to march to the Southward, no time 
should be lost in acquainting me with it. 

I beg you would not delay garrisoning this Place and Wondiwash, I have 
ordered all the small Arms taken here to Madras to be put in repair, and it 
would be necessary to send a proper peraon to Wondiwash to inspect into the 
Arms there. 

.Oarongoly Fort. I am with the greatest respect, and Esteem, 

il'* Dec 1759. Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient and most humble Servant, 
EYRE COOTE. 

Sent the following Letter to Colonel Coote Commanding the Army in the Field, 
pursuant to the Resolutions of this day’s Consultation. 

To—Eyre Coote, Ksq^, 

Commander«iu-Cliief of the Land Forces on the Coast. 

Sir,— 

We are to acknowledge the Receipt of your favors of the 9*** 10“* and 

, Letter to Colonel Coote, Commanding the Army in IP** lustaut aud haVe a gl'Cat Satisfaction 

the field. in your Success at Oarongoly, we approve 

entirely of the Terras you granted to the Garrisdn, as the preserving of men 
should be the first principle of making War in this Country. 

We have Intelligence by Hircaras of 'the return of four hundred foot, 
and two hundred and fifty horse, with five hundred Seapoys from the South¬ 
ward, they were at Tervanellour the 6**’ Instant, and intended to proceed to 
Gingey. M' Bussy arrived at Arcot, the 10*’' Instant, with his Horse, he left his 
Infantry with his Baggage and Guns some days march behind, their design 
seems to be to assemble the whole as fast as they can at Gingey. If they will 
give you a good opportunity of engaging them, we shall have no objection, 
flattering ourselves, from your good Conduct, that the Issue will be to our 
advantage, should you see any probability of such an Event, we will detain 
the Shaftesbury in the Road, that the detachment we proposed in our last to 
send on her may not leave the Army before the Action. Trichenopoly has 
nothing to fear from the force now left in Syringham, but we Continue to 
think it necessary to send the Reinforcement before proposed in order that 
being joined with the Garrison of Trichenopoly, the Nabob’s troops, and those 
of Tanjour and Tondiman, they may endeavor to reojver Syringham and 
make Incursions in the Districts lying between that and Pondiehery, so as to 
assist the operations of the Army. It is of the utmost consequence that 
Syringham be regained, as all the Revenues depend upon'that, without it 
Trichenopoly is a dead Expence. ' 

S67 F. D.* 
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M* Call will proceed in a day or two, and having taken a Survey of Wondi- 
wash, will give us his opinion of what is proper to be done to strengthen it. 
Carongoly, we think need have nothing laid out upon it, more than just to 
repair the Breach, the People usually employed for mounting of Cannon are 
the Lascars, of whom, we have very few left in Garrison. You have them all in 
Camp, as well as the draft and Carriage Bullocks procurable, we must there¬ 
fore again request. Sir, that you will send in as many as possible, to assist in 
transporting the Stores required for the Army. 

Lieutenant Finnam will march this Evening with all the Becovered men 
to join the Army. 

We have the honor to he with great Esteem, 
Fort St. George, Sir, 

IS* Becmher 1759. Your most obedient humble Servants, 

GEORGE PIGOT, &o. COUNCIL. 


Monday, 17th Deer. 

At a- Consultation—Present : 

George Pigot, Esq., Governor^, Prmdent, 
John Smith. 

Dawsonne Drake. 


Charles Bourohier. 

• Henry Vansittart. 

Samuel Ardley. 

Charles Turner. 

Mr. Fairfield, Absent. 

The four following letters from Colouel Coote Commanding the Army in the Field, read. 

To—The Hou'ble the President and Council of Fort St, George. 

Gentlemen,— 

I arrived here yesterday with the Army, and was joined on the March by 

Letter from Colonel Coote Commanding the Army Captain Mooro With 180 Europeans, 160 
in the Field. Black horse, and 1,205 Seapoys, I have ' 

been obliged to halt here today to refresh the Army; tomorrow I intend 

The French from chetieput proceed to Arcot marching towards Arcot, th e ' French 

Army, which lay at Chetteput, are gone 
there, in order to join M’' Bussy’s forces, that are come from the Northward. 

Bussy himself is gone to Pondichery, but has promised to return in three 
or four days, I hope I shall be able to lay Siege to Arcot, or bring the Enemy 

Large Expence of Ammnnition'at Carongoly. the former be the 

case, I shall want at least 1,800 
Eighteen, and 200 twelve jwund shot, besides powder in proportion, which I 
would have sent to Cauveripauk as soon as you can, I have fired away at 
Carongoly 820 eighteen pound shot, 21 twelve pound grape, 80 Seven inch 
Shells, 48 Cohorns, and 120 barrels of powder, I have ordered Lieutenant Fletcher 
to send you a return of whate.ver is in that Garrison, as I had not time to take 
one myself. I have just now received a letter from Captain Wood a copy 
of which I now enclose you, likewise one from Captain Smith. The office 
and men who are in this Garrison, think it hard to have their batta reduced, as 
every thing is extremely dear, and the expence of Carriage from Madras is 
great. I have this moment the honor of your letter of the 10th. Jaffer Ally 
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CawA, who was £illedar of Carai^oly when I took it, is still there to be dis¬ 
posed of as you think proper. I will not pretend to give my opinion in regard 
to the Officers demand. It has given me great uneasiness, I own had it not 
been for particular reasons, I would have thrown up the command of- the Army. 
You will see by the Letter. wrote me from Trichenopoly of the 2nd of this 
month, the little danger there is of that place, should I send away 200 Euro- 

His objection to send the proposed detachment to pcans, they would run a great risque, of 
Trichenopoly. ^ being taken Prisoners by the Enemy and 

Suppose they were to join the Garrison, that addition would he so inconsider¬ 
able in regard to the advantage they might reap from it, as would by no 
means Compensate for the bad effects the Army may be liable to by being 
weakened. Both Draper's and my Begiment are very sickly at present, 
and should my intelligence he true, (which I have no reason to doubt) the French 
are marching most of their Troops from the Southward, and so much the better. 
Captain Smith must he able to distress them, and of Consequence I the less 
able to stand my ground here when their forces Join. Bather than send forces 
there, I think it would he much better that the Nabob should march with all 
his Horse and join me. However Gentlemen, if my reasons do not seem suffici- 
• ently convincive, I shall have no sort of objection to* either marching my¬ 
self or sending away a detachment, as soon as I receive your Answer to this. 
You will be pleased to^consider how shortly the French expect a reinforcement 
on the coast and consequently we should not now neglect pushing our Affairs 
with the utmost vigour. I hope the Morattas .will not deceive us. I have 
ordered the Commissary to send all the Bullocks and Carriages he can spare. 
Tumbrils he has none, as the Shot and Powder for the 18 pounders came to 
Chetteput upon Oxen, which Oxen I suppose have been returned to you. You 
have been misinformed in regard to the Lascars and Seapoys, none being ever kept 
with the Army. I do not allow the out Garrisons, depend upon the protection 
and Success of the Army, hut cannot possibly think of leaving them without 
some people in them. As your Garrisons and Country are increased, certainly 
your Seapoys should, and 1 would to God, we could do the same by Europeans. 
The Number of the former you say in the Field and Garrison are 4500. I sup¬ 
pose you included Trichenopoly and other places very distant from this, for 
here they are not. You are much in the right to get large Quantities of pro¬ 
vision in your Garrisons by which means, we shall always be able to act with 
more comfort in the field than our enemies, without they are able to take the 
same method. In my last I wrote about Mr. Call’s coming out to examine 
those Garrisons, and I beg you will send out a proper person to regulate the 
stores here, as likewise to see what different assortments may be wanted, also 
to appoint somebody to act as Surgeon-General, for the Affairs at present of 
that branch are greatly confused, by not having some person at the head of 
it, and our poor men suffer much, notwithstanding the vast expence I ima¬ 
gine the Company is at on that account, 1 should be glad you would appoint 
Commissaries as you mentioned in your former letter. 

l am with the greatest Bespect and Esteem, 
WoNDiWASH, Gentlemen, 

13“ De<f. 1759. Your most obedient, and most humble Servant, 

EYBE COOTE. 

‘P.S .—One of the 18 pounders was blown in the'Touch hole at Carangoly, 
which I am obliged to leave here, should I besiege Arcot I shall want some 
more heavy cannon, so that would he obliged to you to have them ready to 
be sent upon the first notice. I would recommend to you to have Iron 
Bammers to the French firelocks that want them. 


SlE,— 


Copy of a Letter from Caftaix Wood to Coixjnbl Coots. 


* 1 have this moment received a French Trooper from M' Bussy's detach¬ 
er «£. Letter from Copt. Wood, to Colonel “^©nt, when this man left him at 6 O’Clock 
coote. this mormng, he was about Six nciles 

Account of the forces Sfr. Bnesj is said to frOm ArCOt, at whlch plaCO I ha VO had 

hnee brought with him to Arcot. lutcllig ence of his being arrived since. 
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The Trooper’s Intelligence of M* Bussy’s forge is as follows Vizt. 100 EurOpea:n 
Troopers, 100 European foot, 40 Topasses, 200 black horse, 2000 Seapoys & 16 
pieces of Cannon. He has only brought six pieces of Cannon to Arcot, the 
other nine -he left about 12 Course from Arcot with his baggage and ‘ a part ’ 
of his hlack Army to follow him, this Man Says M' Bussy has marched night 
and day for these four days past, that his detachment is much fatigued and 
many of his men desert daily for want of pay, having received none since 
they left Arcot. 

. I have nothing more 

Oaxjvbripaxjk, but remain with the greatest Esteem, 

De(f- 1759. Sib, 

Your most Obedient bumble Servant, 

JOHN WOOD. 


To the Hon’ble the President and Council of Fort St George. 

Gentlemen,— 

I this moment arrived here with the Army & intend marching to 

Letter fro™ Colonel Coots com™anding the Timmery _ plains tomovrow where I shall 
Army in the Field. eocamp in Order if possible to hinder 

Moves with the Army fromWondiwash to Popan- the Junction of the Southem forceS, with 
**"^®*- those of Arcot, and at the same time 

hope to he able to attack either the one party or the other. I send you 
inclosed Copy of a letter, I received from Captain Joseph Smith, if the number 
left in the Garrison of Syringham be no greater than what he mentions, cer* 
tainly he is able to retake that place without weakening the Army here, which 
must be of the utmost ill Consequence, however I wrote you my Sentiments in 
regard to that in my last. The French have 800 black horse come with M' 
Bussy, besides 2000 Seapoys who are joined at Arcot by the Forces from 
Ohetteput. I have this moment the honor of receiving your letter of the IS*** it 
makes me very happy that you approve my Conduct, my greatest ambition 
will be to act in a manner that will merit a continuance of it. You may 
depend on my taking all opportunities of engaging the Enemy, but as to the 
probability of it, according to the present situation of affaii*s, it will he impos* 
Bible for me to be a Judge. 1 think no pains, or a moment’s time should be 
lost, in getting the Morattas to join. I am very glad Call is coming out to 
survey Wondiwash and Carongoly, the latter is in so ruinous a Situation and 
the Garrison so weak that it would be absolutely necessary for you to send 
two or three Companies of Seapoys with an Officer or two to reinforce it, 
together with two or three Gunners, and pi’oper people to mend the Carriages, 
and mount the Guns, for should the force from the Southward come that way 
Ijb would he no hard matter for them to escalade and take the place. Captain 
Hislop and the other Gentlemen to whom I have apply’d in regard to the 
Lascars, say that there are not more than a sufficient number in Camp to carry 
on the contimial service we have, therefore cannot think of leaving any behind 
in those Garrisons. I have ordered whatever draught and Carriage Bullocks 
that can be spared to be sent you, but believe there will be but few as we 
Carry three 18 pounders with the Army. 


POPANTANGEL CaMP, 

J)e(r- 15"^ 1759. 


I have the honour to be, 
with the greatest Respect and Esteem, 
Gentlemen, 

Your most Obedient and most humble Servant, 


■ s 


STAB QOOTA 
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Copy of a latter from Captain Joseph Smith to Colonel Cootb. 


SlE,— 


Copy of a letter from Captain Joseph Smith, to 
Colonel Coote. 


I perceive the Enemy now crossing the Oolloroon on their return to the 

Northward, they have Garrisoned Syring- 
ham, exactly the numbers I cannot say, 

Advisei of the Enemy repassing the Colloroon. Eeports atO 200 meu Of the India Bat* 

talion and 600 Seapoys. I shall have 
better Intelligence in the Evening when I shall again address you, in the mean* 
time as it is of the utmost consequence your having the most early Intelligence, 
of this movement, I have promised the Tappies 60 Bupees if they deliver 
this letter in four days. 


1 am with Respect, 
SlB, 


Teichenopolt, 


Your most obedient humble Servant, 


S'* Dec^-1759. 


JOSEPH SMITH. 


Letter from Colonel Coote Commanding the Army 
in the Field. 

Advises of some Patan horses and Morattas ar¬ 
rived at Arcot. 


To—The Hon^ble the President and Council at Fort George. 

Gentlemen,— 

Since I wrote to you last, I find that there are 600 Fatan Horse arrived 

at Arcot, part of Bussy’s forces; I wrote 
to you this morning that they had 2,000 
Seapoys, but am Since made certain, 
that there are besides 600 Arabs. At 10 
O’clock last night arrived at Arcot 1,000 
Morattas, 2,000 more will .join them by tomorrow or next day. The Valour 
Eilledar has raised some forces, which I imagine are for his own defence. Yes* 
terday all the French Force came from the Southward to Pattiapetta, out of 
that 100 Hussars came to Ghetteput, and arrived this day at Arcot, and the 
rest of the Southern force is to arrive this day at Ghetteput. If the ac¬ 
counts of all this Armament he true, which I have no reason to doubt of, 
what can I expect. The French are (as I am made to believe) without Interest or 
Money, and yet able to surround us with the Country Powers. I own I can¬ 
not help saying, that I had a hint given me of this at Wondiwash by a French 
„ , X. o . u Oflfioer, but looked upon it then as a Gas- 

conade. However Gentlemen, you will 
find the Army will defend itself and perhaps gain honbr, I will not alter my 
intentions of march on this Account. 1 have taken this day a few horse into 
the Service, which have been all along with us and the most of the time with¬ 
out pay, and shall take upon me to take in more, tho* 1 should pay them out 
of my own pocket, as well as many other Expences I am at. fou have sent a 
person here, one Rama Lingah Pillah, to take possession of the Conquered 
Countries, 1 accepted of him with pleasure, because you sent him, as I should 
of any other person, but he is come, not as a Renter, and therefore provides 
the Army with nothing from those Acquisitions; the other Renters say they 
have'nothingto do with it, and gives me so little Assistance that we have no 
Bazar for Grain. These different affairs, I maka no doubt, but you will Con¬ 
sider of. 

I am with great Respect and Esteem, 


Fopantangel, Gentlemen, 

6'* JDao'- 1759. 

Tour most Obedient Humble Servant, 
EYRE COOTE. 


£57 F. D. 
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To—The Hon’ble, the President and Council of Port S‘ George. 

Gentlemen,— 

I this morning received a Letter from Oapt. Wood, who confirms 

Letter from Colonel Coote Commanding tbe Army the AcCOUnt I Sent yOU of 1000 Momtta 
in the Field. horse joining the French, the 14‘\ and 

2000 more last night. Morarow Commands them, the man that I 

Fresh acconnte of tbe force, which have joined the thoUght WaS tO join me. 1 ,need nOt 
French at Arcot. express to jou the Inconveniences I 

must lay under, if there is not some method taken immediately of getting 
them away from the French, so far they have already answered their end in 
hindring me from preventing the junction of their forces. I have sent you 
today eighty Bullocks. 


I am with great respect, and Esteem, 
Gentlemen, 

PoPANTANGBL, Your most Obedient, and most humble Servant, 

id'* Dec' 1759. EYRE COOTE. 

««««««» 


To— Etbe CoOTE,'^£sq., Commauder-in>Cliief of the Land Forces on the Coast. 

Sib,— 

We have before us your favor of the December and two of tl>e 

Letter to Colonel Coote Commanding the Army in 15'**. |By Captain Smith S liOtter of the 8 '** 
the Field. it is at length certain that the Enemy have 

recalled the greatest part of their Force from the Southward. Their Design is 
undoubtedly to collect the whole together to stop your Progress and perhaps 
give you battle. The Country Horse that are arrived at Arcot and who have 
been represented to you under the title of Fatanners and Morattas are by our 
Account no better than the usual Country Forces, Followers of Ramatulla 
Cawn, a Chief whom M'’ Bussy persuaded to come with him to Arcot. By what 
means he affected this we do not know, but we have been informed he is a man 
whom Salabat Jung turned out of his Service, and we suppose had no great 
Encouragement from Basalet Jung which made him willing to try his Fortune 
elsewhere. As to the Seapoys, whether they be Arabs or not they are People 
who have seen no service against Europeans, and therefore we flatter ourselves 
cannot be better than those you have with you, who have most of them been 
in Action. We once had an opinion of the Utility of Country Horse and con¬ 
sented at the Representation of the Field Officers to keep up a large Body, but 
they and we saw soon after, how little their Service is to be depended on. 
Captain Preston had near two thousand with him at tbe back of the French 
Army while they were besieging Madrass. He can tell you how easily they were 
routed. The same number was Kept with the Army some Months after the 
Siege, until our OfScers one and all Confessed that were rather a burthen than 
a Service. We then reduced the Number to three hundred which were Kept to 
assist in bringing in Provisions and for covering the Frontiers of our Districts 
against the Incursions of small Parties; As our Districts are now increased and 
you think a larger Number necessary we have resolved to Augment the Es¬ 
tablishment to five hundred and we must beg the favor of you Sir to malfp a 
careful Review of the whole, turn out all that are not fit for Service and com- 
pleat the Number with Such good ones as may offer; we believe they are no 
where so regularly paid as in our Service from whence we are induced to think 
that we might have the best in all the Country. 

With regard to Seapoys, if our Computation of the Number with the Army 
and in the several Garrisons of the Arcot Province was erroneous, it must be 
owing to some mistake in the Returns sent us. We received one from Captain 



43 


Smith dated the 1*‘ Instant which mention the Number with the Army to be 

1,845. 

In Cbangleput . . 330 In Oatremaloor . . SU*) 

Canveripaak . . . 359 Conjeveram . . 234 > 1,607 

Trivitore . . .120 'Wondiwash . . 330 j 


With Captain More we reckoned . . . 1,200 


OfBcers Included . . . 4,652 

In Madrasa and its Dependencies we have as you will observe by the 
enclosed Return. 1,449 


Total 6,101 

The Number according to the late Regulation ought to be five Battalions, 
each Containing Officers included 1,035, making together 6,176, it appears that 
we have already more than our Establishment, but as our Possessions are en¬ 
larged and you think an Augmentation necessary we have resolved to keep six 
Battalions making Officers included 6,210 Men. We have ordered Captain 
Smith to enlist such good men as offer and are approved by you, and to take 
this opportunity of providing for the Supernumerary Officers of which we see 
there are a very large Number; and in general to take Care to conform in 
the strictest manner to the late Regulation which it took no small trouble to 
form. 

You will see by the Inclosed Copies of Letters the President received 
yesterday from Morarow and some of his Chiefs that they profess themselves 
very ready to come and join us as soon as they have an Advance of Money, we 
expect every day to hear from the Agent we have sent to treat with them and 
shall immediately after that make the necessary Remittances, but their Assur¬ 
ances are by no means to be depended on as we have often had the honor to 
observe to you. 

We have entered into this long Detail to shew you that our Endeavours 
have never been wanting to provide such means of carrying on the War as have 
from time to time been recomended to us by the Principal Officers. We should 
not be so much concerned at the Immense Sum those means have cost, had 
they answered the Idea conceived of them, but we have never had the satisfac¬ 
tion to receive such an acknowledgement from any one of those Officers. 

• The Horse and Seapoys now proposed to be kept up will Cost the Com¬ 
pany (their Pay only) about eight Lacks of Rupees a Year. To this add the Batta, 
the Military Charges, Trichenopoly, the Morattas and other heavy Articles of 
the War, If we are not disappointed of our Revenues or of the Supplies of 
Money we expect from Bengal we hope to be able to support this as long as it 
may be requisite, but if you enlist every thing that offers which seems to be 
your Resolution by your Letter of the 16“^ we shall find ourselves without 
Money in the midst of a Campaign, we cannot therefore avoid representing you 
that if it is by us you expect the Troops to be paid, it will be necessary that you 
Conform to the Rules by us laid down for their Number and Establishment. 

The whole Number of Horse proposed will be always with the Army, and 
the greatest part of the Seapoys, as you may always draw from one Garrison or 
another as the Situation of the War may admit. With these Forces if you 
think yourself in Condition to engage the Enemy with advantage, we trust 
your Prudence and Discretion, observing- only that as they are very mucli 
superior in Cavalry, to fight them at a Distance from our own Garrisons would 
be risquing too much. One unfortunate Hour might in such case be fatal to all 
India. Again if you find them by the junction of All their Parties and the 
Country Forces brought in by M' Bussy too numerous for your Army, we 
recommend to you to endeavour at nothing more than covering our Possessions. 

If we can keep what is now in our hands you will have made an advantageous 
Compaign, and it would be judging very ill to put them to risque for the sake 
of adding more. Besides which we imagine if we were for the present to take 
the secure side, and study only to prevent their gaining any advantage over 
us, the Country Forces which came with M' Bussy would disperse of them¬ 
selves for want of Pay and Subsistence. 

When you consider that little is to be gained by beating the Enemy near 
any of their own Possessions, especially when they are Superior in Cavalry and 
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that by being beat the whole might be lost, it must be needless to caution you 
not to run so unequal a Stake. The nature of the War you have now to carry 
on will require that your Baggage be as light as possible, the eighteen Pounders 
we recommend to you to leave at Changleput, to which place we shall send out 
two or three more with Ammunition in proportion as fast as Bullocks can be 
procured. 

You recommend that the Nabob’s and the rest of the Country Troops 
from the Southward should come to join the Army instead of our sending 
from hence a Reinforcement to them. You should consider Sir that it 
is impossible for any of those Troops to carry on a War on this side the 
Coleroon while the French are in possession of Syringbam, and so little 
can we flatter ourselves with the hopes of Captain Smith’s retaking that place 
with Ms present Garrison, that we should think him very imprudent to 
undertake it, seeing the Enemy have more Europeans in that place than he has 
to besiege them with. We can hope for neither Money nor succours from the 
Southward till we have again Possession of Syringam, to succeed in this 
the proposed Detachment of two hundred Men must be sent by Sea to 
Negapatam from whence they will march without the least Risque to Tricheno- 
poly by the way of Tanjour, and as you seem by your last Letter to agree with 
us in opinion that we must carry on a Defensive War here, you will be the 
better able to spare such a Delachment, which will put us in a condition to act 
offensively to the Southward. We recommend to you therefore, Sir, to send in 
the Party as soon as the Nature of your Situation will admit; and to make 
your Disposition accordingly. 

M' Call set out for Wondiwash yesterday Evening. If any Stores are 
wanted there or at Carongoly we shall supply them from hence, but whatever 
Officers, Soldiers, Seapoys or Lascars are requisite must be sent from the Army. 
You seem to think our Numbers inexhaustable, but we have absolutely not 
enough to do the daily indispensable Duties of the Garrison. 

The Allowance of Batta has been long discontinued in all the Country 
Garrisons on this side; even at Arcot when we had a Command there, no 
Batta was paid although the distance is greater than Wondiwash; at Tricheno* 
poly also it has been struck off, This is therefore a General Regulation from 
whence we cannot depart. 

Upon a Review of the great Expence of the different Surgeons’ Bills for 
Contingent Charges of the Hospital, we gave orders some days ago that the 
Company’s Head Surgeon should demand for the whole by which we hope a 
saving may be made and the Business go on more to your satisfaction. The 
Commissaries we have appointed on the part of the Company to take an ac¬ 
count of all captures, attend at their sale, and collect the produce are Mess'* 
James Bourchier and Claud Bussell. 

We have ordered M' Pletcher to continue Jaffer Ally Cawn in the 
Office, and Indulgencies of the Eilledar at Carongoly. We are about letting 
out all the Countries that have come newly into the Company’s Possession, and 
shall acquaint you immediately with the names of the Renters, Rama Linga 
Filla’s Management will then cease, but we cannot help remarking that while 
you complain of that Man, Captain Sherlock recommends him as having been 
very assiduous in assisting the Army, and as one well esteemed by the People of 
the Country. 


We remain with the utmost Respect and Esteem, 
Eobt S Geobge, Sib, 

28“ Beti' 1769. Your most obedient humble Servants, 


GEORGE PIGOT &« COUNCIL. 
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• « * * * • . . 

Thursday, the 20* Deer. 1759. 

At a Consultation, Pbbsbnt: 

Geoboe Pigot, Esq., Governor^ President. 

John Smith. 

Dawsonne Dbake. . 

Eichabd Eaibeield. 

Chables Boubchieb. 

Henbt Vansittabt.- 

Samuel Abdley. 

Chables Tubneb. . 

Seceived the following Letter from Colonel Coote Commanding the Army in the Field. 

To—The Hon’ble the President and Council of Madras. 

Gentlemen,— 

In my last I informed you of the arrival of the Morattas, since which the 

Letter from Colonel Coote commanding the Army Country haS greatly Suffered hy them, 

in the Field. yesterday some of them were about our 

Camp, and I had one of .the Troopers shot throagh the Arm. 1 send you 
herewith copy of Letter received from Captain Wood this morning, since 
which I am informed of their intercepting at Musslewauk the 80 Carriage 
and draught Bullocks I was. sending to Madras, besides driving above 2000 
head of Cattle from that part of the Country. What will make the loss irrepair- 
able to me is, that 1 am afraid they have taken two bundles of Letters which 
Inconvenience snsteined on Account of the I received from you Gentlemen, besides 
Morattas. Other Papers of Consequence, I was send¬ 

ing to Madras, by two of the Seapoys out of the three that were guarding the 
Bullocks and my Coolies whom I am told run away, which is the only chance 
I have of my Papers being saved, the other I hear was cut to pieces, what can 
be thought of to remedy these Evils. 1 own nothing shocks me more when I 
think that the Erench, who was brought to their. last resource are able to 
starve our Camp and Plunder our Country and yet dare not look us in the 
Pace. If they continue their devastations I shall be obliged to go into Canton¬ 
ments in order to save the different Countries and Army from starving. 1 am 
a good deal indisposed with a fever and a disorder in my head which confines 
me to my Pallankeen, yet if you think my advice relative to the carrying on of 
any military operations will be of Service, 1 shall be ready to attend you for 
a day or two at Madras. The Erench continue at Arcot, they have made 
no motion of coming out. 1 shall cot be able to distress them there, they being 
supplied with grain from Yelour and the Polygars. I send you a letter received 
yesterday from Trichenopoly. I beg that the stores, for the futum may be sent 
to Changleput and Wonaiwash, and not to the Army. I shall send the heavy 
Cannon with me to Wondiwash, M' Eletcher informs me that they have 
already picked up at Carangoly 140 Eighteen pound Shot. 

I am i^th the greatest respect and Esteem, 
Gentlemen, 

Molluwaddy Camp, Your Most obedient humble Servant, 

. Deer. 1759. EYRE COOTE. 


To — CotnasL Coots, Commanding-iQ-ChieE. 

Sib,— 

I received your letter this moment, I am endeavouring to get all the Rico 
Letter from Captain Wood, Commanding at Can* I cau, but the Moratta Horse flying about 
veripaok, to Colonel co<^, 11 at night. Country for these two days has drove 

all the people'away. I h 9 ,ve b^n obliged to serve this small Garrison out of 
276 F. D. 
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the Godown for these two days past. 1 have got paddy if we can get it beat, 
and what Rice we have here, I will send whenever you judge it safe, we have 
had about 6 or 800 horse about us all this day, they divided themselves into 
three bodies and rode into some of the Villages near here, and drove off the 

Plauder made by the Morattaa in his neighbour* Cattle, but X haVe TeCOVered them mOSt 

hood. again tho’ I am informed they have drove 

great quantities of Cattle from Musslewauk and near Conjeveram, I should have 
recovered some of them, but the people being fatigued and near the Evening I 
thought it not safe to venture them ‘out of the Garrison. I have nothing 
further to add but that 

I am with the utmost Esteem, 
Sir, 

Cauveripauk, Your most obedient Servant, 

.Dec\1759. . JOHN WOOD. 

'« « • « « * « * 


. To—The Hon’ble the President and Council of Port St. George. 

Gentlemen,— 

I have wrote to you two or three letters representing the situation of the 

Army, we are this day without any Rice 
for our Europeans, and those who do not 
be drowned. I took the Field by your 
quit it without your approbation, let the 
Consequence be what it will. I cannot 
conceive the reason of my not having the 
honor of hearing from you, especially as 
our situation requires my letters to he immediately answered. I have com¬ 
plaints from all parts of the Morattas plundering and destroying the Country. 

I am with greatest respect. 

Gentlemen, 

Molluwaddy Camp, Your most obedient humble Servant, 

Dec'. 1759. ‘ EYRE COOTE. 


Letter from Colonel Coote commanding the Army 
in the Field. 

die by Famine I expect will soon 
Orders, and am determined not to 

Want of ProvHona in the camp. 

Further account of the Incursions of the 
Morattas. 


To—Tlie Hon’ble the President and Council of Fort St. George. 

Gentlemen,— 

Notwithstanding my Letter to you today, I have been obliged to order the 

Letter from Colonel Coote commanding the Army >A.rmy to march tO CaUVCripauk tO-mOrrOW, 

in the Field. thro Want of provisiou, as we had very 

Purpose, moving with the Army to csuveripank. yesterday and noue at all to-day, 

besides the rains are so violent that we are all on float, therefore shall put as 
many in the Garrison, as we can, and the rest in the huts about till the lains' 
be over, when I intend to encamp again. The officers will be obliged to conti* 
nue in their Tents. The great distress we hare been in on account of provi¬ 
sions is entirely owing to the villany of your renter who is gathering up all 
the grains in order to get a better price'for it some time hence, therefore will 
let us have none at present, were I to do justice either to myself or the Army, 
I am sure, I should hang him. M' Bussy is expected this night or to¬ 
morrow morning at Arcot, he having left Fondichery the 17^. I am informpd 
that he has received money from the following People vizi. Banga Filla 60,000 
Fonarina Moodaly 20,000 the Meich** 3 Lack and from Ramalinga Filla 60,000 
Rupees, I am at present extremely indisposed notwithstanding will endeavour to 
go to Madras for a night or two in order if possible to convince you of the many 
difficulties I labour under. 

I am with great respect, 

GENTTiEMEN, 

MoLLnwADDT Camp, Your most obedient humble Servant, 

I8« Deer. 1759. * EYRE COOTS. 
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P.8 .—Captain Wood informs me he has retaken 500 head of Cattle which 
belonged to the people about Conjeveram and Salawauk and has sent back to 
the owners ; be also took a Moratta and his horse. 

«, , _ . .. « • „ _I Colonel Coote being indisposed came 

Colonel Coote eomes into Garrison being indisposed. • j ^ i ^ j i ^ ^ j 

into Garrison having left the Command 

of the Army to Major Brereton. 


. • 


GEORGE BIGOT. 

JOHN SMITH. 

CH«- BOUROHIER. 
DAWSONNE DRAKE. 
HENRY VANSITTART. 
RICH®- EAIREIELD. 
SAM®- ARDLEY. 
CHARLES TURNER. 


At a Consultation, Present : 
Geoboe Bigot, Esq., Oovernor, Preeident. 
John Smith. 

Dawsonne Drake. 

Richard Baibeield. 

Charles Boubchier. 

Henbt Vansittart. 

Samuel Ardley. 

Charles Turner. 


To—The Hon'ble the PresideDt and Council. 

Gentlemen,— 

1 arrived here last night, and this morning the Army marched* in order 

I.etter from CoUmel Coote commandiDg the Army tO Oncamp at ChiniSamatram about five 

iu the Field. miles from hence in the road to Arcot, 

where I shall join them in an hour or two. The Efench remain much in the 
same situation about Arcot, waiting tiie arrival of Mess" Daily and Bussy, the 
former will only come to inspect the Army, after which it is said he is to 
return to Bondichery. The report among them is that they intend bnpging on 
a decisive action as soon as M' Bussy arrives. Our Horse heii^ so very inferior 
to the Enemy, and I fear so little chance of the Morattas joining us, that 1 
. shall he obliged to take in 300 more 

^ Horse which I hope you will have no ob- 

jeotion to, 1 have here a very hard task to play, with an indifferent State of 
Health, However 1 hope always to act to your satiiffaction. 


1 am with great Esteem and Respect, 
Gbntlbmeni 

Your most Obedient and most humble Servant, 


EYRE COOTE. 

Cauvbeipauk, 

36 J)eer m9. 
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•Monday 31** Deo'. 

At a. Consultation, Pebsbnt; 

Oboeob Pigot, Esq*., Governor^ President, 

John Smith. 

Dawsonne Dhahb. 

Bichabo Eaibfield. 

Ghables Boubchieb. 


Samuel Abdley. 


Mess”. Vansittabt and Tubneb, Absent. 

Came in the two following Letters from Colonel Coote Commanding the Army in the 
Field. 


To—The Hon'ble the President and Council. 


Gentlemen,— 

Since I. arrived here nothing extraordinary has happened. The Prench 

Letter from Colonel Coote commanding the Army Send Parties of Sorse CrOSS the BlVCr IH 

in the Field. the day time which retire at Night and 

keep the different Posts at Arcot well guarded. By different Intelligence I 
have received Mess'* Bussy and Lally have left Pondichery and arrived yester¬ 
day at Ghetteput where they were saluted with twenty one Guns. This day 
1 received the inclosed intelligence, that part of it relating to Great Britain and 
Gibralter 1 think cannot be true. No time should be neglected in sending 
Medicines and Arrack to Wondiwash, and what other things they may want in 
case of an Attack. The Prench must certainly have some grand Scheme,iu view, 
by their collecting together such a vast number of Troops. Two Men of Mora- 
cin's Party who are come in, say that most of those who were with him have 
been massacred by the People of the country. I send them together with a 
Deserter to Madras, I beg for the future you would send no more Prenchmen 
out, there are now near 130 here, six have lately deserted. Capt. DeBeck 
informs me that you do not seem inclined to allow the Hussars the same pay 
with the Troop. I really think they deserve as much. He received an Order 
formerly from Major Brereton to pay his men. equal with the troop, upon which 
he informed them of it, and has since paid them accordingly. Should he at 
this Critical Juncture lessen it, it might be of the worst consequence, as most 
of them, I Believe would leave us, when at the same time I could wish to have 
their number doubled. Comet Kirker of the Hussars, who is a very diligent 

Recominends nutking another ofScer to tho Troop officer, beg d 1 WOuld represent tO yOU, 

of Hnsaare. that younger Officers have been put over 

his head in the Troop, and hopes you will grant him a Lieutenancy. I think 
it would not be amiss to make a Quartermaster and Cornet in that Corps, as it 
might be the means of inducing some of the Prench Hussars to enter into our. 
service, seeing that those who left them are provided for. Should the Enemy 

Tho onomy expoctod to havo a Dosign against march to attack *W ondiwash I shall im— 
Wondiwash. mediately move that way tho* I fear I 

shall be greatly distressed for Provision. Captain Sherlock informs me that upon 
receiving intelligence of a Company of Prench Seapoys being at Niconum, he 
detached 60 Seapoys and 40 black Horse who Killed twelve and wounded 
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seT^^. They took *14 'Stand of Arms which are tolerably good. One of our 
black Horse and a Seapoy are wounded. 

I ain with the greatest respect and Esteem, 
Gentlemen, 

Chinasamodbum, Tour most Obedient humble Servant, 

^8“ Ded'' 1769. EYRE OOOTE. 


To~The Hon’ble the President and Council. 


Gentlemen,— 

I received , the honor of your Letter the 27**' Instant, and am concerned 

Letter from Colonel Coote commanding the Army that troubles are likely to anse with the 

in the Field. Dutcli. I am extremely sorry that no 

method could he found out to cut off the Detachment of Erench from Gan jam 
or prevent their going to Pondichery. You may depend upon my acting with 
as much precaution as possible. and not ehgage the Enemy (except obliged) 
without some prospect of success. Yesterday Mess" Lally and Bussy with 
some Horse came near our camp in order to reconnoitre, which occasioned 
some little skirmish'between the Outposts, 1 am told that one of their Jemmi* 
dars and 4 men were wounded. The French Army have been in niotion this 
whole day, but cannot as yet, find out the point they have in view. 1 wish 
the licence you have given the {Renters to raise 900 Seapoys and 300 Horse 
may answer your expectations and that they do not make a charge of a greater 
-number than they keep up. 1 suppose you have not as yet had any account 
from Morarow, It would have been of the greatest consequence his being in 
our'Interest at this time. 

I am informed that there are a number of Rockets at Madras, left by the 
Nabob when he went to Trichenopoly, some of which I beg you would send me. 
I should be glad you would order the recovered men at Madras to join me 
from time to time (French men excepted). There was a letter from the Nabob 
to me which Major Brereton sent to Madras imagining I was there, I should 
he obliged to you to order an enquiry to be made after it, as his Hircar is now 
here, waiting an answer. , 


I am with the grSatest respect and esteem, 
Gentlemen, 

Cminasamodbxjm, ' Your most obedient and most humble Servant, 
• J)e(f' 1769. EYRE COOTE. 


• The Intelligence Paper inclosed in Colonel Coote’s Letter of the SS*** 

Thfi Enemy reported to bAve a design Ageinst mentions that BuSSy amved at ArCOt 
wondiwAsh. the. 27'^ that M' Lally was also hourly 

expected, and that it is saM the French have a design-to attack Wondiwash. 

In case the Enemy should have any designs against Wondiwash the Board 
thmlc it will be necessary to remove the Sick in that Garrison, of which there 
are a considerable Number to Changleput, and It is Agreed to signi^the same 
to Colonel Coote. / 
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Captain Sherlock Commanding at Wondiwash advises under date the 6*’* 

letter from Capt. Sherlock Commanding at Won- Instant that he has received Intelligent 
diwash makes the seoessary preparations for his de- th? Enemy have a design to attack his 
fence in cate of an attack. Garrison and that he is making all neces- 

sary preparations for a good Defence. 


JOHN SMITH. 

CH®* BOURCHIER. 
DAWSONNE DRAKE. 
RICH® FAIRFIELD. 
SAM^- ARDLEY. 


AnvarnniAni of India Central Printing Office.—No. 257 P. P.—4-8»94.—600. 



To—The Honble the President and Gonncil of Fort St. George. 

Gentlemen,—I had the honor of writing to you yesterday afternoon, since 

■ Letter from Colonel Coote Commanding the Army whichthe Mysoiean Cavalry have joined 
in the Field. M'. Lally, who is encamped at Perambeck; 

I reconnoitred him this morning notwithstanding my being so much indisposed, 

The French Army and Mysorean Cavalry encamp- aS obliged me tO bleed yesterday. As both 
ed in sight of onr Army. Armies are now in sight of each other, I 

think we cannot long rranain without coming to Action, which perhaps may, be 
tomorrow. I have Wrote to this effect to Admiral Stevens; By pushing on an 

Mr. Lslly’s Aid.de43amp Mr. Chapanois, a seijeant ^i^ht, M'. Ijally S 

and two private of the Lorrain, made Prisoners by Ald-dO-Camp MonSieur Chapanols, a SOF- 

onr advanced guard. jcaut, aud two private of the Lorraln, were 

made prisoners. Inclosed are Copies of the four last Letters, I received from 
Major More. 


I have the honor to be with great respect and Esteem, 
Gentlemen, 

Tour most obedient humble Servant, 

Head Quaetees, EYRE COOTE. 

Waldour, 25th June 1760. 

»«•»»« 

The following Letter from Colonel Coote Commanding the Army in the 
Eield, Read. 


To—The Honble the President and Council of Fort St. G^rge. 

Gentlemen,— I had the honor of your Letter of the 27th June, I have 

Letter from Colonel Coote Commanding the Army been blockading Pondichory near three 

in the Field. months, and by my close attention to the 

Service have rendered abortive every Scheme the Enemy had of throwing, any 
quantity of provisions into it. Behold a parcel of black Rascals come in order 
to succour the place, and overset all that I had been doing. Upon which I set 
upon a very feasible[8cheme. Major More, with a party of Troops to Counteract 
the Enemy’s designs, how chagrening must it have been to me to have a Yillian 

A convoy of Provimons under a party of Mysoreans of a Renter, by hlS deceit, and bad 
intended for PoncUchery intercepted. management OVePtum my iuteutlons, and 

be the cause of the Mysoreans, being able to join M'. Lally; however it was 
lucky I had another subterfuge, which had the desired effect, and prevented 
their getting any provisions into Pondichery, I mean, placing Turner’s party at 
Trevandepellum. The Gentlemen you have been pleased to appoint as Field 
Officers I myself have no personal objections to, nor do I believe any other 
Officer in the Army has, but as the Gentlemon of the King’s Corps think that 
Appointment a great injustice to them, and an infringement of the rank given 
them by His Majesty, they therefore have protested against it, and the Cap- 

Ohiections hy the'Csptsins in his majestys service tainS haVB given me a memorial tO that 
to the appointment of Captains Joseph Smith, and purpOSO, a Oopy of whlch I haVO sent tO 
Preston Major in the Companys ButtaUons. ^ 

to the satisfaction of those Gentlemen, I shall then vrith the greatest pleasure 
Cionform to your request, by putting Captains Joseph Smith and Achills Preston, 
in orders, according to the nomination you have been pleased to give them, till 
when 1 must beg leave to be excused. Lieutenant Fletcher, shall be in orders 
tO'day as Captain. 

1 am sorry to find that there is a likelihood of disturbances in the Tinne- 
veUy country, I hope Usoff dawn is not endeavouring to deceive you, for my 
part, I cannot conceive the Dutch have such a number of Europeans to bring, 
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howevey it is right to ward ofE in time any schemes that may be forming 
against us. 


I have the honor to he with great Esteem and Hespect 
Gentlemen, 

Tour most obedient humble Servant, 

Head Qtjartees at Waldotje, EYRE COOTE. 

lat July 1760. 

****** 

21st July. Received two letters from Colonel Coote Commanding the 
Army in the Eield, with two inclosed from Major More to him as follows. 


To—The Honble the President and Council of Fort St. jGreorge. 

Gentlemen, —I marched this morning the Army at 4 o'clock, and took post 

Letter from Colonel Coote Commanding the Army here, I am nOW making the UeCCSSary dlS” 

in the field. positions for Securing our Camp as well as 

possible, and preparing everything for the reduction of Villenour. Inclosed is 

Takes poet with the Army at Perambeck in order Coyiy Of a Letter, I ^USt nOW received frOm 

to attempt the reduction of Villenour. Major Moro, by which you will find the 

Mysoreans are on their march from Tagada, notwithstanding the great inconveni¬ 
ence this must put me to, I hope to be able to maintain my post, and act in such 
a* manner as will be satisfactory to you which I assure you Gentlemen, would 

Great want of Officers in the Company’s the greatest happiueSS. 1 am 

Battalions. cxtremoly sorry to be under the necessity 

of informing you, that when the Army marched off this morning, there was 
not a sufficient number of Officers in your Troops as to admit of one to 
Command a grand division, which consist of 4 Plattons, I wish some more 
could he appointed, or order to the Army ; I was obliged this momig to confine 
Ensign Macquin of the Seapoys under a Guard with fix bayonets, for his 
mutinous expressions to me, when I took notice of his being so much liquor 
as to be scarce able to walk; Indeed 1 can blame only myself for this, as I 
recommended him for a Commission. I think it would be much better for the 
future to give such only Brevets as Officers, without letting them have rank, 
as there is so little dependance on these kind of Men’s behaviour, who are 
raised from Serjeants to rank with Gentlemen. 

I have the honor to be with great Respect and Esteem, 

Feeambece, 

17th July 1760. Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient humble Servant, 

EYRE COOTE. 


Matob Mobb to Colonel Cootb. 


SiE,—The Mysoreans are marched from 
Tagada with provisions, &c., and took the 
Ellenour road. I have wrote to Ensign 
Turner and my Army is just ready to proceed to Trivanellour. 


Letter from Major More to Colonel Coote, advises 
of the Mysoreans haying; marched from Tagada with 
Convoy of Provisions. 


I am respectfully yonrs, &c., 

Allcue, 

teth July 1760, JOHN MORE. 
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To—The Honble the President, &o.. Council of Fort St. George. 

Gentlemen,— By the copy of a letter I have the honour to enclose you 

Letter from Colonel Coote Conunanding ttie Army from AlajOr ^dore, yOU will find hO haS 

in the Field. ]jad an Engagement with the Mysoreans, 

and by my different intelligence from Hircars am afraid it has ended much 
„ u . j ei- 1 . to his disavantage, what corroborates this 

Advises of the Mysoreans having had a Skirmish . , • j t ur • xi. 

with Major More’s party to his disavantage and COHJBCtUr© IS^ tu6 JuySOrCBlIS pd<SSlIl^ t)Jl0 

passed the River with the Convoy of Provisions for }{,iyer with tlicir CoUVOy Of Frovlsions, and 

Pondichery. ^ juTiction of part of them with Mr. 

Lally. I have ordered Major More and Mr. Turner to join me immediately, 
and hope by the precautions 1 shall take, to be able to stand my ground, 
though it will be with the greatest diflSculty. The want of Officers in the Army 
(particularly in your troops) obliges me to request you will order all those of 
whatever Rank in Madras, except they be on actual duty or incapable thro’ sick¬ 
ness of quitting it to join the Army, with the utmost Expedition. The King’s 
Officers have peremptory orders to the same purport. I should have done my¬ 
self the honor of answering your last letter in regard to Captains Smith and 
Preston before this, but the continual hurry of so many different Affairs, has 
put it entirely out of my power, this I fiatter myself, will be no reason for any 
Officer, not directly joining the Army, as no private Circumstances, should in 
the least, impede the Service in general. The French Army was this Morning out 
between Ariacopang and Villenour, which ol^liged me to order the most part 
of our Army, out also; We cannonaded each other for a considerable time, but 
with very little loss on our Side, and none material on that of the Enemy, upon 

The two Armies Cannonade each other, and the my moving a party to the Northward, their 
French retired to their Limits. Army retired to their limits; as the im¬ 

mediate Service of Captain Barker is necessary with the Army must earnestly 
request that Gentlemen may be ordered out, with the quickest Expedition. 


I have the honor to he with the greatest respect and Esteem, 

Gentlemen, 


Ferambece, Tout most obedient humble Servant, 

im July 1760. 

EYRE COOTE. 

F.S ,—The Return Major More mentions to have sent me has been omit¬ 
ted. The French fired a salute this afternoon of 52 Guns upon hearing as I 
suppose, the affair between him, and the Mysorians, the badness of the Weather, 
and the 13-Inch Mortar proving of no use, owing to the shells not fitting it, 
are the reasons of my not having made any progress as yet againsl Villenour. 


Major More to Colonel Coote. 

Sir,—^A bout 8 o’clock last night Ensign Turner joined me with his sea- 
T.. .o. ir.. poys* The Enemy halted in front untill 

'' dark, then marched off the Tucunamba- 

cum Road; my Europeans being tired, Seapoys and back horse dispersed, I 
thought it most prudent to decline a pursuit; I have collected them together, 
and sent out to press Dooly Coolies to carry the wounded, I doubt whether 
I shall be able to bring off any of the people. I shall march, immediately the 
nearest road to join you. 

I send you a return of the European Detachment. 


1 have the honor to be with great respect, 
Sib, 

Trividy, Tour most obedient humble Servant, 

mh July 1760. JOHN MORE. 
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Letter from Colonel Coote Commanding tbe Army 
in the Field. 

Villenonr taken. 


23'^ July. Came in the following Letter from Colonel Coote Commanding 
the Araiy in the Field. 

To the Honble the President &c. Council at Fort S*- George. 

Gentlemen,— I have now the pleasure to Acquaint you that the Fort of 

Villenour is in our possession, Yesterday 
at 12 o’clock at Noon we took it by 
storm, in the face of the whole Frend^ 
Army and the Mysorians, who joined 
them the Evening before t6 the number of 4000; they were marching down 
»i . .V « • to its relief, with several heavy Cannon, 

but upon seeing our Colours hoisted, and 
the Salute fired from the Fort they retired, at the Same time Cannonading us 
with 24-pounders. As the Almighty has been pleased to Crown our Arms with 
Success against Villenour, the immediate presence of Captain Barker with tbe 
Army will not be necessary. I have not as yet had a return made me of what 
was found in the Fort. The quantity of Ammunition is Considerable, and the 
place is a very Compleat little piece of fortification, the Garrison consisted of 
between 30 and 40 Europeans and CofFreys, a number full suflBcient for the 
bigness of it. During these last three days action, we have had little or no loss, 
„ , ^. xv » except amongst our European Cavalry 

Horses wanted to compleat the Troop. n £ m i 

five or my own Iroopers horses being 
quite disabled. As there are a» number of horses wanting to Compleat the 
whole (a thing at this time of the greatest Consequence) wish Some Method could 

Advise of tbe Mysorians having got into Foudi* 1^® thoUght OU tO effect it. The MySOrlaUS 
chery with this Convoy of Provisions. brought With them 8 OoUVOy of about 2000 

Bullocks load of different sorts of provisions, and upwards of 3000 head of 
Cattle, however I do not look upon this Supply, as any great help to them, as 
their numbers must soon consume it, my present post is a very strong one, and 
„ . „ ..... • r.. 1 . 006 that will enable me to distress, and 

•* harrass the Enemy prodigiously, nothing 

be assured Gentlemen, shall be wanting 
that I can possibly tbink off to do it. Yes¬ 
terday Major More joined me with bis shattered army, he has had a consider¬ 
able loss, amongst bis black troops, and about 40 Europeans killed, and 
wounded. 

I have the honor to be with great respect and Esteem, 

Gentlemen, 

Head Qtjabtebs at Febamsece, Your most obedient humble Servant, 

July 1760. EYRE COOTE. . 


Acct. of- the loss he sustained in the late Action 
with the Mysorians. 


Wrote and Dispatched the following Letter to Colonel Coote in answer to 
tbe three beforegoing received from him. 

To Eras Coote, Eeq., Commander in Chief of the Land Forces on the Coast. 

Sib, — We have received your two favors of tbe 17* and 19* Instant, 

Letter to Colonel Ooote Commuiding Oie Army in nothing WOuld glV6 US mOrC pleasure, than 

the Field. to Anticipate your wishes by adding to 

your Strength, yon well- know the state of our Garrison, and the number of 
Prisoners to be guarded, and we doubt not but you agree with us, that the 
necessary duty cannot be performed, with a less number than we have.. Un¬ 
doubtedly the first object to be Considered is the Fublick Service, it shall 
always have every hdp we can give it. 

Major Smith, and Captain Barker will come to you, except them there are 
Ensigns CommissioBS to be given to snehVolimteen UO Officers lU GarrisOn, whoSB health will 
ns Col. Coote may pesommenA pemfit them tO do duty, saVC Only Lt. 

Lever, Ensign Ward, Ensign Hbpkin^ and two Seapoys Office. We will with 
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pleasure give Ensigns Commissions to what Volunteers, you recommend. Had' 
Major More been able to intercept the Convoy, the Service would have been 
important, but Success must not always be expected, we console ourselves with 
this reflection, and the Confidence that your Zeal and Activity will not let any 
opportunity Slip of distressing the Enemy. 

We are informed that Mahofoz Cawn,»with the NaboVs Troops left Won- 
MahofozCawn with the Nabos Troops sets out diwash some days ago to join you, tho’ 
from Wondiwash to join the Army. HO great dependance can be had on them 

opposed to Europeans, we hope they may be of some use against the Mysorians. 

Since writing the* above, we have received your Letter of the 21st and 
very heartily Congratulate you, on your Success against Villenour, We lose no 
Opportunitys of purchasing horses for the Troop, and we shall be glad if you 
will buy such as you shall meet with, from time to time proper for the 
Service. 

As you Aquaint us Captain Barker’s Services at Camp, are not essential 
at present, we shall detain him here as he is much wanted to Compleat the pre¬ 
parations in hand. 

We are with great Eespect and Esteem, 

Sir, 

Foet St. Geoeoe, Your most Obedient humble Servants, 

S3^ July 1760. GEORGE PIGOT &c., COUNCIL. 

At a Consultation, Present: 

Gboege Pigot, Esq., Oovernor^ President. 

John Smith. 

Dawsonne Dbaee. 

Richard Faireield, 

Charles Turner. 

Charles Bourchier. 

John Andrews. 

Samuel Ardley. 

JOSIAS PUFBE. 


Letter from Colonel Coote read as follows, with the Opinion of the Cap- 
tains in TTia Majesty’s Service, on the President and Council’s reply to their 
Memorials upon our Appointment of Captains Smith and Preston to be Majors 
in the Company’s Battalions Vigt: 


To the Honble the President and Council of Fort St. George. * 

Gentlemen, —I have the honor of transmitting to you the opinion of the 
Letter from Coiouel Coote Oommao^ng the King’s Captains, m regard to the Appoint- 
Anny in the Field. ments of the Majors Smith and Preston. 1 

have nothing material to mention to you, since my last, except my making a 
movement yesterday with part of the Army to the right, in order to draw out 
.the Mysoreans. As they lay quiet in the bounds, it produced only a Cannonad- 
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ing on both sides, and ended with our having two Europeans wounded, and the 
Enemy, by good intelligence, heteween 20 and 80 kOled and wounded. 

I have the honor to be with great respect and Esteem, 

Gentlemen, 

* * Your most Obedient humble Servant, 

Head Quaeters at Feeambece, EYBE GOOTE. 

July 1760. 

* * • * • « ' 

Eeceived the following Letter frdm Colonel Coote Commanding the Army 
in the Field. 

To the Honble the President and Council o£ Fort St, George. 

Gentlemen, —Notwithstanding I gave an order, in regard to Lieut. Roberts 

Letter from Colonel Coote Commanding the doing duty in yOUT TrOOpS, and since M'. 
Army in the Field. Pigot's last letter to me on that subject, 

have directed the Commanding Officer of the Corps, Capt. Clarke to signify 
the same in his Regimental Orders (which has been done) the Subalterns have 
thought proper to send him a paper (a Copy of which I now Send you) in which 
they refuse to do duty with him. I have on this Account put those Gentlemen 
in Arrest, for disobedience of Orders, or rather Mutiny; All the Volunteers of 

The Ensign, in the Company’s Battalion, re- ^OrpS I have directed to do duty aS 

fuse to do doty with Mr. fioberts, Lieut, of the EnsigllS, dilld I sIirII ElldcaVOr tO piCK OUt 
Bomba, Establishment. Serjeants from the Different 

Corps, which I would recommend as Officers in the Room of these Gentlemen, 
who in my opinion ought never to have the honor of serving in the Company’s 
Troops. 

1 have the honour to be with great respect and Esteem, 

Gentlemen, 

Your Most Obedient and most humble Servant. 

Head Quarters at Perambeok, EYRE COOTE. 

July 1760. 

Representation of the Subalterns in the Company’s Troops upon M'. 
Siobert’s of the Bombay Establishment being put in Orders. 

To Mk. Csolet Adjutant of the Honble Company’s Troops. 

Sir, —^The Underwritten Gentlemen desire you will be pleased to signify to 

Representation of the Subalterns in the Company’s the Commandant of the Honble Com- 
T,oop..npon this occasion. Troops, that they beg to be 

•excused from being relieved by, or to relieve (on our Establishment) Lieut. 
Roberts on the Bombay Establishment. 

Camp at Perambece, Your humble Servants. 

26th July 1760. Sign’d. WILLm. ROTTERMOND. 

CHAS. MORGAN. 

GEO. BUCK. 

THOS. COLBY OWEN. 

. ROBT. MITCHELL 

DAN. WEAR. 

W. COOK. 

GEO. SCOTT. 

N. B. —Mr. Roberts the officer mentioned in Colonel Coote’s Letter is a 
Lieatcnant in the Bombay Establishment, and ob^'ned permission to come on* 
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Ftu-low to the Coast, where was the greatest prospect of Action, on his Arrival 
the Governor desired of Colonel Coote to put him in Orders, according to his 
Bnnk, as an Officer of the Bombay Establishment, in whatever Corps his Service 
might be most useful, whereupon the Colonel ordered him to duty in the 
Company’s. 

Sent the following Letter to Colonel Coote in consequence of the Resolu¬ 
tions of the Consultation, 


To Eybe Cootb Esq., Commander-m-Chief of the Land Forces on the Coast. 


Sir,—A s it is clear to Us from the Extract which we Sent you with our Letter 
Letter to Colonel Coote Commanding the Army in of the 13th of this Mouth, that the CoUrt of 
the Field, Dircctors mean only to reserve to them¬ 

selves the filling up the post of Major of the Coast, and not to restrain Us, from 
making Field Officers, when the Service may require it, so we flattered ourselves 
that that Extract would have been Sufficient, to remove the Difficulties raised by 
the Captains in His Majesty’s Service, more especially at this time, when it is 
Confessed by all that the Company’s Battalions are falling off from Discipline, 
for want of Superior Officers to Command them; We See with Concern, by their 
opinion enclosed in your Letter of the 24th Instant, that it is far from producing 
the desired Effect. Objections are still raised, but they are raised upon words, 
not upon the Sense and Spirit in which those words were written: were we to 
return in the same manner, we might well urge, that if even we were 
restrained from Making Majors, we are nowhere limited as to other Field Officers, 
but we mean not to enter into such kind of disputations, which are properer for 
Westminister Hall, than where Candour should reign; the Sole Object we have 
in View is the good of the Service, and our Just Eights as the Delegates of the 
East India Company on this Coast; With respect to yourself Sir, it may be un¬ 
necessary to enter into any further exposition of our right, as we flatter ourselves, 
as well from what we had the honor to offer you, when you last sat with Us here, 
in Consultation as from your Silence upon the opinion of His Majesty’s Officers, 
which you sent Us, that you are convinced both of our right and .the present 
necessity of the Service; however as it is our earnest desire, that all men should 
be satisfied; we beg (if you think it requisite) you will be pleased to inform the 
Gentlemen who object to our Power, that even had the Court of Directors forbid 
in express terms (which they have not) our making Field Officers, yet such an 
order, and all others are Superceded, by a General Constitutional Order, whereby 
we are dispensed from the Observance, of any of their particular Orders, where 
we can give good reasons. This General Order is couched in the following 
Words. 


“Whenever Solid reasons are given for deviating from any Standing 
Order, we sh.all never blame, such a Conduct,” 


We shall only add, as we have not the least Shadow of doubt, in respect of 
the Legality of our Power, we cannot on any account wave our right, and must 
leave the Consequences of this Controversy (should our right be any longer 
controverted) to whom they belong, they are not chargeable on Us. 


We have this moment received your favour of the 26th. The Consequences 

The behavionr of the Sabalterna in the Company’e ® Disobedicnce of OrdOTS, are in sE 

Ttoopa diaapproved, and Col. Coote empowered to dia- caseS destructive of gOOd Order, and dl8- 
mia. them from the Service. cipline, but especially in the present Case, 

the refractory Spirits of the Officers you name, and their objection to rank with 
Lieut. Roberts, is of such dangerous tendency, that we are of opinion, they 
should be punished in the most exemplary manner; if you think this can be 
best done, by a Court Martial, as being the most regular and puhlick way, we 
hope you will give orders accordingly; if not we will immediately dismiss 
them, from the Company’s Service, and we do hereby empower you to dismiss 
them accordingly. 
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The Onslow arrired here the 26th Inst., havinj? lost her Masts, in the Bay 
of Biscay, after her first departure from England in November, she was 
obliged to put back into Portsmouth to Bedt, and sailed again the 28*** Febru¬ 
ary, We have however, no later Advices by her from the Company than the 
6**' of December, which Contain nothing material. 


We are with great Eespect and Esteem, 

Sir, 

Foet St. Geoege, Tour most obedient humble Servants, 

^5“ July mo. GEORGE PIGOT &o COUNCIL. 

Saturday 9“* August. 

At a Consultation Pebsent. 

Geoegb Pigot Esq. Governor^ President. 

John Smith. 

Chaelfs Bouechibr. 

Richard Fairfield. 

Charles Turner. 

Samuel Aedlet. 

JosiAS Dupre. 

Mess”. Dawsonne Drake, & Andrews Absent. 

The following Letter from Colonel Coote Commanding the Army in the 
Field Read, 

To the Hoii'’bIe the President and Council of Madras. 

Gentlemen, —I had the honor of your letters of the 29*'* July and the 1“* 
Letter from Colonel Coote Commanding the Instant, I have not as yet been able to lay 
Army in the Field. before the Elings Captains what you are 

pleased to mention in regard to the Field Officers. Major Monson fieing at this 
time at Cuddalore to saperintend the disembarkation of the Troops, and to put 
them under proper regulations, upon his return will do myself the honor of 
transmitting to you, an Answer to that paragraph. 

1 have communicated to the Ensigns of the Company's Troops now in 
Intercedes for the Ensigns of the Company's Arrest, your Sentiments in regard to their 
Troops to bo excused for their late misbehaviour, misbehavioup they all seem to be 

perfectly convinced of their Crime, and by their petitions, and from what I am 
otherwise informed, I have reason to believe, were they forgiven, their future 
Conduct, would in some measure make amends for their past fault, by a steady 
adherence to the good of the Service, and by showing the respect that is due to 
the Government, under which they serve; so that with your permission I will 
give directions for their release. 

As Cuddalore wiU be the most proper place for the Leopard Snow to 
remain at shall order her to proceed there, the Queenborough being now at 
Madras, would be a very proper Vessel to embark stores &o. on for the Siege of 
Fondichery, as she is only kept by the Admiral to repeat Signals (which she 
might do, tho’ those things were on board) I dare say M'. Steevens would 
have no objections to it, upon an application being made to him. 
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I enclose you copies of two Letters to M'. Lally, with M'. Purree’s 
Answer, by which you will find, wdiat little notice is taken of the cruel treat¬ 
ment, which Lieut. Haslew'ood met with, and the small regard paid to truth 
in what he asserts, so that I really think the Prench OflBcers, who are prisoners 
at Madras should be denied the many blessing, they receive from your huma¬ 
nity, and be treated with the same rigour, our Gentlemen have met with, vGien 
they have been in like Circumstances. 

I have the honor to be with great respect and Esteem, 

Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient humble Servant. 

IIead-Quartbrs at Peeambbck, eyre COOTE. 

Augt. 1760. 


Copies of two Letters from Colonel Coote to General Lally, dated 30" 
July and 2^ August. 


To Arthue Lallv Esq. 

_It is with the utmost regret I am obliged to inform you of a shocking 

Copy of two Letters from Colonel Coote to Mr. peice of Cruelty Committed bv an Officer, 
Lally. who Commanded a party of yours which 

Comfiaitistohimof an Act of cwityc^mit^ went to Attack Allumparva; Lieut. 

bva party of French to Lieut. Haslewood in the f ^ , , 

neighbourhood of Allumparva. HasleWOOd a SlCk OfficCT Of Coloucl 

Draper’s Regiment, who was at that place for the recovery of his health, had 
the misfortune to be taken prisoner as he was riding out. Your Officer obliged 
that poor Gentlemen to march in the Eront of his Attack, whether he is killed by 
our fcbot, I am not as yet informed, you Sir by this time know best, and I 
make no doubt of M'. Lally’s justice in bringing to the severest punishment, 
a person who could be guilty of so much unprecedented cruelty, otherwise this 
a^ir must bring on a shocking scene of blood. 


Head-Quarters at Perambeck, 

56 ?'* July 1760. 


! 


I have the honor to be, &c.. 


Signed. EYRE COOTE. 


Sir,—I did myself the honor of writing to you on the 30th July, at which 
time I represented to you, that shocking peice of inhumanity Committed by the 
Officer who Commanded the late party against Allumparva, I do not as yet 
know the fate .of lieut. Haslewood, who was so unfortunate as to fall into 
his hands. It is not Sir that I have the least dispute of your doing the 
strictest justice, but rather to appease, a very just, and General Outcry, which 
now is in the Army under my Command, therefore beg as little delay may be 
given in your Answer on this head as the nature of the affair will admjt, that I 
might not be branded with giving Countenance to any peices of Cruelty, that 
hereafter may be committed, permit Sir to trouble you on another Subject, 
it is the desertion of a Soldier belonging to Colonel Draper’s Regiment, he 
robb^ one of the Same Corps of 72 Pagodas, and is suspected to have gone to 
Pondichery yesterday. I am happy in thinking that yon will put in practice 

ses P. D. c 
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what is usually done amongst Civilised Armies upon the like occasions, which 
example I shall most readily follow, should an opportunity be thrown in my 
way. 


I have the honour to he, «&“• 
Signed. COLONEL COOTB. • 


Translation of a Letter from Lieutenant Colonel Duree to Colonel Coote, dated from the 

French Camp, 3rd August 1760. 

Sir—The Count de’Lally orders me to write to you, that if it was not for 

the private concern which you seem to 
. feel for Haslewood, he did not design 

to answer the letter, which you did him 
the honor to write to him. You have been deceived in every part of the 
Account which has been given you, there was no European Officer with the 
party of black, which he had sent to Allumparva, but only two Serjeants, who 
made no sort of attack, and hurried away as soon as they found they were dis¬ 
covered ; as a proof M'. Haslewood and the Serjeant received their wounds 
behind, that of jour Officer is trifling, the Serjeant is dead of his. At the 

Quotes some examples on our part as instances of SOrtie Ot the 14th of HftCemhei l7o8, wheU 
the same kind as the treatment given to Lieutenant wC Wei’C before Madras, The CoUUt 

Haslewood. • D’jjjstaing Brigadier of His Majesty’s 

Armies, was kept, during the whole fire of the attack in sight of our Troops. 

At the first affair of WondiwashM% Kearney, Captain in Lally’s Regiment, 
taken prisoner before the beginning of the battle was exposed during three hours 
to the fire of all the different Attacks which were n^ade, he even complained 
of this before the action to M'. Caillaud, who answered him that he was very 
sorry for it, but the fire was too great, and that he wanted all his men too 
much to spare any for his Guard. M'. Lally thought it too much beneath him 
to complain of such proceedings; which circumstances sometime render excuse- 
able, much less would he have added thereto to such a complaint, and he was 
much more in the case of doing it, as he was then besieging Madras, however 
Mr. Haslewood would have returned already to your Camp, but for the resolu¬ 
tion your Council has taken to send all the Cfficers Prisoners to Europe. 

With regard to the affair of the Soldier who deserted yesterday morning 
and who robbed his Master, I got him arrested and searched immediately, 
and there were found about him but 24 Pagodas and 3 Rupees, which I send 
back, the rest the fellow says he spent before lie left bis Camp. 

As M^ Lally does not concern himself with any detail that regards the 
Army; and as he has trusted the command to me, should be infinitely obliged to 
you, if you would hereafter direct your letters to myself; I enclose herein a 
letter from Mr. Haslewood which will satisfy you with regard to his health. 


I have the honour to be with perfect Esteem 
Your obedient, &**• 


Signed. DTJRRE. 


Although the Board think that the late misbehaviour of the Ensigns in the 

The Ensigns of the Coinpany’e Troops restored at Company’s BattalioUS merited figOr in 
the Instance of Colonel Coote. ^rdcT to keep Up a proper discipline and 

authority, yet as Colonel Coote is of opinion they will attone for their past 
conduct, by a satisfactory behaviour in future, and recommends them to for¬ 
giveness, it is agreed to restore them to the Ranks they before held in the 
Service. 

The Ill-treatment of Lieutenani Haslewood, as described in Colonel Coote’s 
Letter to .M'. Lally, is not the only Instance in which the French have during 
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the course of this War behaved in a manner very inconsistent with the customs 
of civilized Nations. As to the circumstances, M". Durre pretends to advance 
in his letter to Colonel Coote regarding the Count D’Estaing and Captain 
Kearney as examples of the same kind on our part, it is easy to prove that 

Remarks of the Board upon the ill-treatment neither of them is a PaiTalel CaSO. HoW- 
of the French to Lienfc HesWood. although, this act of Cruelty might 

warrant an immediate Resentment, the Board are of opinion that it is most eli¬ 
gible to make humanity the guide of our actions as far as the behaviour of our 
Enemies will admit of it. Agreed to communicate these Sentiments of the 
Board to Colonel Coote in answer to his letter. 


RICHARD EAIREIELD. 
CHARLES TURNER. 
GEORGE PIGOT. 

JOHN SMITH. 


At a Consultation Present: 


George Pigot, Esq., Governor, l^resident. 


John Smith. 
Dawsonnb Drake. 
Richard Fairfield. 
Charles Turner. 


Charles Bourchier. 
John Andrews. 


Samuel Ardlet. 

JosiAS Dupre. 

» « • 


Ordered that an account of the advances made to the French Officers on 
. . . .V 1 . . j . 1 . • Parole since the last disbursement made 

An account of the disbursements made on their J -^ 

acct. to he sent to Mr. pally. by M'. Lally be prepared and transmitted 

to him. 

The President reports that having signified to General Brigadier Bussy 

who returned from Pondicbery the 

Mr. Bnsay returns from Pondiehery. pleasure of the Board that he 

should embark for Europe, by the first opportunity be delivered to him a letter 

His letter to the Board on receiving notice to addressed to the President ^ and Council 
embark for Europe. wMch is HOW read as entered in the Frencb 

„ , ^ ^ . Correspondence No. and appears to be 

Bemonetrance. contrary to the Cartel. ^ remonstrancc against this Resolution 

which he endeavors to shew to be contrary to the Cartel settled in Europe 
between the two Nations. 

In reply to Bussy’s letter the .Board think it necessary only to point out 

o e T * as » . to him in a general manner the Instances, 

Purport of a Letter to Mr. Pussy in answer. ... ai.* 

which prove Lally to nave been the 
Infringer of the Cartel in particular his compelling contrary to good Faith so 



many officers who were Prisoners to bear Arras against their Parole, for which 
he has refused to give us any satisfaction, whereby we are compelled to the 
Resolution of sending all their Nation who may become our Prisoners to Europe 
where the justice of such a Proceeding must he left to be determined. 


GEORGE PIGOT. 

JOHN SMITH. 
DAWSONNE DRAKE. 
RICHARD FAIRPIELD. 
CHARLES TURNER. 


Monday, 18th August 
At a Consultation Peesbnt. 

Geoboe Piqot, Esq., Governor, President. 
John Sioth. 

Dawsonnb Drake. 

Richard Fairfield. 

Charles Turner. 

Charles Bourchibr. 


Samuel Ardley. 

JosiAS Dupre. 

The following letter from Colonel Coote Commanding the Army in the 
Field Read:— 


To—^The Hon^ble President and Council of Fort St. Gorge. 

Gentlemen, —I had the honor of your letters of the 9th which I shall 

defer answering till after the arrival of 

Letter from Colonel Coote Commanding the Army \tp r i* a 

in the Field. ^ M . Figot, wHo I am m dally expectation 

of the pleasure of seeing. The night 
before last having intelligence, that the Mysoreans had marched from Pondi- 
chery, I left the Army taking with me 100 European foot, the Cavalry, four 

k detachment from the Arm, fell in with a hod, of ScapoyS and twO pioCCS of 

of Mysoreans from Poodichery and defeated them, UallllOIl, ^ in OlueT tO intercept them J 

at daylight on the 14th our advanced 
party consisting of the Hussars, under the Command of Lieutenant Kirker 
and Martin’s Detachment fell in with them between Killenoor, and Pennacoil* 
they cut to pieces about 40 of them, took 200 Horses and above 800 Carriage 
bullocks, loaded with their buzar and other things, I soon up the 
lest of the Cavalry, took ten Europeans prisoners, vizt., three Trwpers, two 
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• H'ussars, and Gunners, and obliged IVfopan Naig with 600 Mysoreans, 
and a few Europeans to retire to Pondichery in the greatest confusion. 

. I have the honour to be with great respect and esteem, 

Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient humble Servant,. 

EYRE COOTE. 

Heap Quarters at Perambbck, 

15^’' August 1760. 


Saturday, 30th August. 

AT A Consultation Present : 

George Pigot, Esq., Governor, President, 
John Smith. 

Dawsonne Drake. 

Richard Faiueield. . * 

Charles Turner. 

Charles BouRqniER, 


Samuel Ardlbt. 

JO^IAS DUPRE. 

Mr. Andrews on an embassy to the Morattas. 

The President proceeds to relate to the Board the result of his conference 

■ The President relates to the Hoard the result of Admiral SteeVensaud Colouel CoOtp 

hia cotifcreitce with Aiimirul Sttjfveiis^ aud Cvilouel SS toliOWS—0*11, IllS 8,rriVcll 3,t DflTnp 

• Colonel C-oote explained to him’the advan¬ 

tages which would acci ue from dispossessing the Enemy of Arian-Copang, and 
Colonel Coote rt-presents the n^-essit, of dispos- represented that,_ 88 the first necessary 
s. ssing the Eiieunes of Arien-Copang. Operation towards strengtlioning his Post in 

the Blockade of Pondichery, however as he could not make the attack without 
moving the Army to cover the besieging party, he judged that too hazardous, 
as it might give the Enemy an opportunity of getting into Pondichery with 
their Convoy of provisions, from Gingee; but he imagined it might be undertaken 

Admiral S^uevens requested to land the Mariires to Wlthout that llSqUC if the AdtUIial WOuld 

assist iu the reduction of Ariau-Copang. cousent to.laiid a body of Marines to assist 

in this- SerVice. That Colonel Coote accompanied him on board tbe AdmiVal's 
Ship at Cuddalore, where they impacted very fully to Admiral Steevens their 

sentiments concerning a Plan of -Opera- 
rfnsobjectionstoiaudiheMarines. tions, that the Admiral made Several ob¬ 

jections to landing .the Marines, and assisting in'some other respects, which was 
urged to him as essentially necessary in case any attempt should he .made 
against Pondichery. Wherefore he the President thought proper to Jay 
before the Admiral a statement of the present situation of affairs in writing, 
and accordingly address’d to him the following letter. 


To—Charles Steevens, Esq., Rear Admiral of the Red, and Cominander-in-Chief of His 
• Majesty’s Squadron in Indian 

Sir,—T he success of all operations where several powers are concerned 

tetter from the l^esident to Admintl Steevens re- generally deperids^OU the steady propu- 
jwe^enting to him ^be present situatiou of affairs, and tlOIl .of SOni0 SOlJCl 911(1 11X6(1 planWJ116r6- 
the t^lan of Operations proposed. ' i . ii . 


SS8 F. »• 
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Skssisting to each other, but more particularly in the present circumstances of • 
alBEairs in India, as nothing less than the united Efforts of all is capable of 
bringing to a successful conclusioa the work which hitherto has been so happily 
ad-vanced. It is Sir in the intention of producing such a plan that after 
having together with the Council of Fort S‘. George, well weighed and con¬ 
sidered all circumstances, and consulted Colonel Coote Commander-in-Chief of 
the Army; I have done myself the honor of paying you this, visit on board 
His Majesty’s Ship Norfolk, hoping that by a personal conference,, those 
diflSculties which might • have arisen in a correspondence. of letter may be 
removed and that no time may be lost in the prosecution of whatever may be 
resolved on. . • . 

That.you may may have a collected view of the present situation of affairs, 
and be thereby the better enabled to form a judgment, permit me to give a 
brief state of them in writing with my thoughts thereon. . 

It is needless to recite particularly all the successes with which the 
operations of the Army have been cA>wned since the commencement of the 
present Year, as you have been' acquainted with them, from time to time, but 
it may not be improper to remark, that a victorious Army under a prudent 
leader is capable of accomplishing against those Troops whom it has often vaU- 
quished, things which it might even be rash to attempt in other circumstances. 

The whole strength of the Army on this Coast composed of His Majesty’s, 
and the Company’s Troops consists of about 2,500 Europeans, with near.6,000 
Country Troops exclusive of. the sevex’al Garrisons, and by the best accounts 
we can obtain, the enemy in the Garrison of Pohdichery, may amount to 
about 1,500 Eui’opeans, including such of the Inhabitants as bear Arms, and 
a few Company’s of Seapoys. 

Ever sincethe Month of April, your dispositions by Sea, and the operations 
of the Army by Land have so effectually prevented any considerable supply’s of 
provisions going into Pondichery, that the Enemy’s distress in the Garrison is 
already great, and must be daily increasing, and 'to this may be added the want 
of money for the payment of their Troops, all which has created so much dis^ 
content that the desertion froi^ them is frequent and in numbers. 

Opr Army at present is encamped at the distance of about four miles from 
the walls of Pondichery, and the Enemy still cfecupy a Circuit round those walls 
of about 3 miles, which afford them the advantage of grazing a number of 
• Cattle’, and as it is impossible entirely to block them up whilst they possess such 
an extent, it is not improbable, but that, they may in spight of the utmost vigi¬ 
lance, find, means to get in some supply’s, it seems therefore a matter of great 
. consequence as being immediately conducive to the reduction of the place, that 
they should as soon as possible be pressed Mthin their walls. I have consulted 
Colonel Coote upon this subject,- and he is of.opinion that the first step to be 
taken to that end, is to dislodge the Enemy from Arian-Copang a small Fort 
they still occupy, about 3 miles south from the walls of Pondichery. This Post, 
together with. the Fort of VillOTour,. which is already in our possession, would 
cut off all Communication to the Southward, and the strength of .the Armyi 
would then admit of establishing such posts also to the Westward, and jforth- 
ward as might effectually prevent any supply’s from getting in, and command 
all the Environs to the very ^tes of Pondichery, but Colonel Coote is of opinion 
that it would be hazardous to attempt the reduction of Arian-Copang, without 
moving the whole Army to cover the besieging party, and should he take -this 
step h*e is ap^rehelisive that .the Enemy njay seize the opportuijity to get in a 
large Convoy of provisions which- they have ready at Gingee and are waiting a 
.favourable occasioU to send in. These objects, vizt., the taking of Arian-Copang, 

■ immediately pressing the. Enemy within their walls, and at the same time 
preventing the above naentioned Convoy from getting in are of equal impoilance, 
but the present strength of tlie Army, will not admit of accomplishing them 
all-without your assistance. 

Besides the forces the Enemy have in their Garri^n, a party of Mysonans 
have been engaged by large promises to espouse their Interest, and it is chiefly 
by their assistance^ and.a party of Europeans detached from Pondichery to 
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join them, that they hope to ^et in any supply’s of provision, to oppose those 
Colonel Ooote has also made'Detachments from the Army but not so consider¬ 
able as they might be were we possessed of Ariau-Copang and the Enemy driven 
within their walls. 

Supposing this effected it then remains to be considered what measures 
are most expedient for obtaining that great Object of our wishes, the reaction 
of Pondichery, and the total expulsion of the Enemy from this Coast. 

• In the firm hopes that the Siege of Pondichery might be • undertaken all 
preparations of stores, and Artillery have been- made* at or are making at 
Ma^as, and a'sufficient number of the Company’s Ships are now lying here 
and may be employed to convey those stores, but as the embarkation and de¬ 
barkation o. Artillery and the numberle^ other articles necessary for such an 
imdertaking must be a work, of some time it is not probable that those stores 
cou’d be landed and made ready for service, before the latter end of September, 
and as the Rains may be expected to set in about the middle of October the 
time seems by much too short to enter with any probability of success on so im¬ 
portant an .undertaking before the Rains. 

Should the Enemy's Squadron not appear on the coast before the Rains it 
is more than probable they may attempt to throw in succours during the Rains 
expecting you to have left the Coast, as the Squadron has hitherto done every 
year in the month of October,' and should they actually by your absence be 
• enabled to throw in succours all our hopes of future success vanish. 

On the other hand should you resolve to remain' on the Coast during the 

Rains, and continue all that time to keep the Fort of Pondichery blocked up' by 

Sea whilst the* Army hold it closely invested by land, there is all reason to believe 

that the Enemy’s distress alone, will eom'pell them to surrender, or at least’ that 

it may cause such a desertion and dispiritedness amongst their troops that the 

reduction of their Fort will then be no difficult task. 

• 

During the Rains whilst the Army will lay in their strong Posts round 
Pondichery, without attempting anything further against it sufficient detach, 
ments may be made from the Army to drive the Mysorians out of the Province. 

flaviUg thus laid before you a concise but clear state of our affairs, your 
discerhs of what is most proper to be “done, in these circumstances might make it 
unnecessary to offer anything further, but as the duty which I owe the Puhlick 
requires that my own thoughts shduld also appear, I beg leave to add what 
se'ems to me the most indeed if not the only effectual means of reducing the 
Enemy. 

First, Sir it appears to me that the Army cannot in prudence attack Arian- 
Copang without your' assistance, and it also appears to me that if you should 
•think proper to land the ifarines of your Squadron for a few days, it may easily 
be effected without moving the Army from their present post,' and that in the' 
meantime the passes may be so guarded as to prevent any supplies from get¬ 
ting into Pondichery . 

It further appears to me that should Arian-Gopang be thus taken, and the 
Enemy. driven within their walls, it will nevertheless be imprudent to under- 
take a r^ular ^iege> before the Rains as not more than a fortnight can reason¬ 
ably be allowed between the debarkation of 'the stores and thO commencement 
of the Rains, a'time by no means sufficient for such an undertaking, and there¬ 
fore a blockade by Sea and Land appears to ine to be the properest measure 
during the Rains, and should it so happen contrary to expectation-that the 
■Enemy’s distresses should not compel them to submit, I then think that as sooii 
as the fair weather set in the Siege may be begun regular!^; 

I have hitherto avoided speaking of the two expected Battalions because 
the one (as we are advised by the Company) being destined for Bengal and the 
other for Bombay no dependance can.be pltused on them, it is however probable 
that* the Battalion intended for Bengal may be sent hither so as to arrive in 
November or December,•and that from J^rabay in January, so that should the 
tege be deferred till after the Rains the Battalion from Bengal at least may be 
hero to assist in the whole operations, and that from Bombay in seme‘part. 
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• The great advantages that would accrue by the taking of Pondiehery’ to the 
Nation in general and to the Company in particular, as well as th6, honour that 
His Majesty’s Anus and you Sir in conducting them would acquire are too 
obvious to need any.enforcement to you who. are always so zealous, but I am 
iirged by the dread of the fatal Consequences, that may attend any contrary 
Event, to inform you that the very being perhaps of the East India Company 
depends on the reduction of Pondiehery. It is Sir on the Revenues of this 
Province alone that our ■vfhole dependance rests for the payment of the Army. 
I have already taken notice that a large party of Mysoreans have already enter¬ 
ed it, an army of Mbrattas is also on its borders, these we have endeavoured to 
dive/t for the present by a promise of future payments on account of their 
Chout, and for this purpose one of the Council is gone on an Embassy to their 
General, should the blockade be raised which, must inevitably be the conse¬ 
quence of your leaving the Coast before the Rains, the French forces joined to 
these and the Mysoreans, might ravage and ruin the Country, so asf to prevent 
our drawing the best supply from thence, and having no other resource (as the 
Company liave not and do not intend to send ns any Treasure, this year) I dread 
the consequences of an unpaid Army. . 

I have the honour to be 
Sia, 

Your most obedient & most humble Servant, 
GEORGE PIGOT. 

• . • * 

On BoAhD His Majesty’s Ship Noi'folk in CruDALORE Road, 

271U August mO. . ’ 


The President adds that the Admiral in consequence of the representations 

. 1 j set forth in the beforegoing letter assured 

Whereupon the Admiral promise.^ to land some - , . i i • x i i i 

llarines :iiid if postiible to remain with the Squadron ilini .tuclt b6 WOlllu lilllUGCllRttily l^UCi St 

ou tbe Coast. . part of his Marines for the attack of Arian- 

Copang, and continue with the Squadron on the Coast during the Rains, unless 
by an unvoiiiable accident, he should be obliged to leave it. * * 

• ' « « ' « c. * • 

Received the two following Letters from Colonel Coote Commanding the 
Army in the Field, and Colonel Monson:— 


To—-The‘Hon’ble the President and Countdl of Port §*• Georjfe, 


Letter from Cplonel Coote commanding the Arin^ 
ill the Field. 


Advises of Lord Barrington’s having, intimated to 
him that he is superceded in his rank bj Ccilunel 
AIousou. 


Gentlemen, —I had. the honor of your two Letters of • the SO*** August, • 

If gives .me the greatest concern to find 
His Majesty has so ordered it, as to put 
it out of my power to continue here, and 
see a conclusion to the operations, you are. 
pleased to think have been hitherto so 
happily carried on, and which now are so. 
near a crisis; I therefore take the liberty to enclose you copy of Loid Barring¬ 
ton’s Letter to me,' by which yod will see I am supercedi d- in m^ rank by 
Cplonel Monson, who as he tells me will write to you to-day, and send you a 
copy of Lord Barrington’s Letter to him, by which it appearsi thatmy departure 
And of his intention to proceed.witii his Begimant ' is uTged iu a moxe Strong manuier than 
to Bengal .^reabie to Hi. Majesty's Command. . i^mine. Indeed that Gentleman thinks 

every moments delay I make here is injurious to him, to obviate wbiqb, and not 
to hinder the Publick Service from going bn, 1 intpnd setting out this afternoon 
for Aiadi-as, and have ordered my Regiment, to hold itself in.readiness to march 
at the shortesfrwarning, however unhappy, tMs makes me, yet such is my fate, 
and 1 must submit. • 

I have the pleasure to acquaint you that the whple .French Army, after 

The Kwnoh. made an attack upon oar out-poste attack i n g our OUt-POSts Off the 2"^ at 
but repaUed With lu86» ColouerD’Auteui taJeen • i a ® i *a.i ai. i £ 

priiOLar, . \ night, were beaten of with the loss of 
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eleven Europeans killed on the spot, and Colonel D’ Auteui, and six private made 
prisoners. 1 am informed that a great number were carried off wounded to 
Pondichery, we lost on our side a brass three-pounder out of a battery they sur¬ 
prized, and three or four Gunners made prisoners; they killed us a few Seapoys, 
and wounded about thirty. Last night, a body of them attacked with great resolu¬ 
tion a redoubt I had thrown up at the Tamarand Tope, but were obliged to retire 
with considerable loss, I cannot as yet ascertain the number of the killed and 
wounded on their part, our loss is but small, one hundred and fifty Marines of 
the last shipss together with the Highland battalion, landed at Cuddalore yester¬ 
day in good health, and w'ill be able to join the Camp in a day or two. 

I have the honour to be with great respect and esteem, 

Gentlemen, 

Head Quartebs at Perambeck, Your most obedient humble Serv-ant, 

5th September 1760. EYRE COQTE. 


Copy of a Letter from Lord Barriny^on to Colonel Coote. 

Sir, —I have the honor 'to acquaint you that the King has been pleased 
_ ^ to promote you to the Rank of Colonel in 

Copy of Lord Barrington s Letter to Colonel Coote. East InclicS 

His Majesty was pleased to confer the same honor on Lieutenant-Colonels 
Brereton and Monson about a month ago, in order to prevent their being com¬ 
manded by a younger Officer going from hence to Madras; It is understood 
from the declaration of the East India Company, that you are intended 
to command on the Coast of Bengal, and therefore the Commissions of 
Colonels Brereton and Monson, being prior to yours, will not effect you and at 
the same time those Gentlemen will by this means be restored to that rank 
among the Officers in India which they yielded to you when the service required 
it. 

You may be assured that the step which Colonels Brereton and Monson 
have got in their turn over you ought not to be understood as a sign that you 
have lost any part of the good opinion of the Company or His Majesty; on the 
contrary everybody here has the greatest confidence in you; as a proof of 
this, upon an intimation that you might possibly be at Madras, when the new 
Commissions of Colonels Brereton and Monson arrived, I have written to those 
Gentlemen to acquaint them that it is His Majesty’s pleasure that in that case 
they should not make use of those Commissions, but should leave the Chief 
Command to you during your stay at Madras. 

I am. 

Sib, 

Your most obedient humble Servant, 

War Ofeicb, BARRINGTON. 

17“ April 1760. ' * 


To-~The Hon^Ie George 
Fort St. George. 


Figot, Esq., President and Governor, Coancil of 


Gentlemen, —The inclosed is copy of a Letter, received from Europe, which 

I think my duty to- communicate to you, 

Letter from Colonel MoasoD represents the ill-ooB- tv inx 

sequences that will attend the departure of Colonel -I rCSCl It tO L»OlODGl OOOtG^ WllO 

Coots'* Regiment for Baigni st this preeent june- acquaints me, he has already wrote to the 

President to prepare Ships for him and 
his R^meht to go to Bengal, as I think that a measure so highly detrimental 
to the ^rvice, and which at this juncture would render the many succours sent 
from Europe of no effect, and observing by the inclosed Letter that the Directors 
383 F. D a 
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would make choice of Colonel Ooote to Command altho’ it plainly appears 
it is not His Majesty’s Intentions, and the successful turn the Affairs of the 
Country have taken since his arrival may make you wish to continue him in 
the Command; that I have proposed to Colomd Coote, it being contrary to 
His Majesty’s Intentions that I should serve under him to retire to Madras till 
Pondichery is taken which must inevitably happen if his Kegiment is not sent 
away, and the Troops promised from Bengal arrive. I beg leave to observe that 
if Colonel Coote’s Kegiment or any part of it is ordered away at present from 
this Service I shall immediately beg leave to resign the Command; which falls 
to me in Colonel Coote*s absence. 


I have the honor to be, 
Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient humble Servant, 

Pebambeck, GEOKGE MONSON. 

Camp, 6*^ Sepf. 1760. 


Copy of a Letter from Lord Barrington to Colonel Monson. 

SiRj—I acquainted you in my Letter of the 24t,h March last, that the King 

Copy of Lord Harrington** Letter to Colonel had promoted you to the rank of Colonel 
Moueoii. in the East Indies. 

As it has since been intinaated that Colonel Coote may possibly be Command¬ 
ing on the Coast when your Commission arrives, I am to signify to you, it is His 
Majesty’s pleasure, that in that case, you should not make any use of thia new 
Commission, but that Colonel Coote should continue to Command at Madras 
during his stay there, the East India Company have engaged, that orders shall 
go by the same Conveyance, which Carries this, for Colonel Coote to repair 
immediately to the'Coast of Bengal, where he is to Command. 

I am, 

* Sib, 

Your most obedient humble Servant, 

^ Wab Office, . BARRINGTON. 

18“ April 1760. 


Colonel Coote comes into Garrison leaving the Command of the Army 
to Colonel Monson. 


To—The Hon^ble Geoi^e Monson. 

Sib, —At the same time that we had the honor of your Letter of the 6*'' 

Letter to Colonel MoDBon Commanding the Army Instant, We received One tllso frOm Colonel 
in the Field. Coote, informing us of His Majesty’s Com¬ 

mands and that he bad ordered his Kegiment to hold itself in readiness 
to march, having since had a personal Conference with Colonel Coote, he informs 
us, that as His Majesty has not been pleased to signify to him any particular 
commands respecting his Regiment, he cannot help considering an order to 
him to repair to Bengal, as including his Regiment also, for which place it 
was originally intended, and therefore he thinks it necessary for his justifica- 
cation in leaving it on tLe Coast, that it should appear how much ‘the SePvice 
required it, we have therefore represented to him in writiag the ill-conse 
quences which we think would inevitabljr attend the removing that Regiment 
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at this time to Bengal and thereat advantages that we hope, and doubt not 
will arise from its Services here, upon which repressntation Colonel Ooote has 
readily consented that his Regiment renftiins here, and intends himself to 
embark the first opportunity for Bengal, and that the Service may not meet 
with any interruption or delay, he also assures us that he-has by this 
same Conveyance, wrote to you concerning the Command, in which we 
most heartily wish you success, assuring you of our earnest desire, to 
co-operate with you in all measures to that’end. Lest you should not 
be fully informed of what fully passed with Admiral Steevens on the 
subject of landing the Marines, we think it necessary to inform you, that 
as he is in daily expectation of the French Squadron, and his Ships being 
but weakly manned, he did not think it advisable to part vrith them alto¬ 
gether, but upon a representation that Arian-Copang could not prudently 
be attempted without them, unless the whole Army moved from their present 
encampment, to cover the besieging party, which might give the Enemy an 
opportunity of getting in provisions, he therefore consented to land them for 
that service only, and upon a promise that as soon as that should be performed 
(which it was thought could not exceed a week from their landing) they should 
immediately be reimbarked, we therefore beg leave to recommend to you the 
carrying that plan into Execution as soon as possible. 

We have the honor to be with great Esteem, 

Sib, 

Fort St. Geoboe, Your most obedient humble Servants, 

m September 1760. GEORGE PIGOT COUNCIL. 


Wrote the following Letter to Colonel Coote in consequence of this morn¬ 


ing’s Consultation:— 


To—Eyre Coote, Esq., Commandcr-in-Cbief. 


Sib,— ;His Majesty’s Commands respecting you, which you are pleased to 
^ , _, , - ■ signify to us in your letter of the 6"* Ins*' 

produce in us that resignation which we 
owe to the will of our Sovereign; upon this occasion, justice as well as our own 
inclination urges us to acknowledge thus publickly your good services to the 
Nation, and. to the Company on this Coast, where a series of Success (fhe con¬ 
sequence of wise measures) ever since you took the Command have Crowned 
■your indefatigable endeavors, and brought the Enemy to such streights within 
their Capital, that we hope not unreasonably a short space may even expel 
them thence provided your Regiment remains on the Coast, but such is the 
present strength of the Army that should your Regiment be removed at this 
time to Bengal, we see no probability of accomplishing that great work; your 
knowledge of the present state of affairs must paint to you the advantages 
or disadvantages that may attend your resolution in this respect in such lively 
colours that we assure ourselves of your ready complyance with our request to 
leave your Regiment on the Coast, not doubting but that your Conduct herein 
will be highly acceptable to His Majesty from the benefits which such a 
measure promises to the service. 


Fort St. George, . • 
SthSept^- 1760. 


We remain with the greatest Esteem, 
Sir, 

Your most obedient humble Servants, 
GEORGE PIGOT COUNCIL. 
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Thursday, 11*’' Sept'. 1760. 
At a Consultation Present: 
George Pigot Esq., Qovernoi'y President . 

John Smith. 

Bawsonnb Drake. 

Eicharh Fairfield. 

Charles Turner. 

% 

Charles Bourchier. 


Samuel Ardley. 

• JosiAS Dupre. 

John Call. 

M' Andrews on an Embassy to the Morattas. 

The following Letter from Colonel Coote read. 

To—The Hon’ble the President and Council of Fort St. George. 

Gentlemen, —The honor you have been pleased to do me in your favor 

Letter from Colonel Coote in answer' to one to of the S*** Ins* demands my most grateful 
him from the Board of the 8th Instant. acknowledgements ; and I own I Want 

words to express the deep sense I have, and shall alw^ays retain of your appro¬ 
bation in regard to my Conduct, since my being honored with the Command of 
the Army on this Coast; but I cannot in justice to you, attribute the success 
which has attended our Arms to myself; the only merit I claim, is in following 
your prudent advice, which has from time to time directed my operations, and 
been productive of that good fortune, which generally attends the observation of 
measures recommended by a wise Government; the principle on which I liave 
always acted (the good of the service) will not allow me to hesitate in the least 
acquiescing to your request with respect to leaving my Regiment for the pre¬ 
sent on the Coast, and 1 flatter myself bis Majesty will not be displeased at 
this step. My situation now resembling that of a fond Parent, quitting a family 
which from their affectionate behavior, and strict observance of their duty have 
endeared them to him, will 1 hope be an inducement to you to send my 
ment after me, so soon as its services here shall not be absolutely wanted. 
Give me leave Gentlemen to return you my most sincere thanks for the many 
favors you have Confer'd on me, and to assure you that nothing will make me 
more happy than hearing of the Completion of your wishes, and a period put to 
the mischevious designs of our Enemies. 

1 have the honor to be with great respect and Esteem, 

Gentlemen, 

Tour most Obedient humble Servant, 

ETBE COOTE. 


Fort St. George, 
5 “ Sept* 1760. 
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The President received this morning the following Letter from Colonel 
Monson. 

To—The Hon’ble Georgb Pigot, Esq., Presdt. and Govr. of Fort St. George. 

SiE ,—We made an Attack this Morning on the Enemy’s posts, and drove 


Letter from Colonel Monson to the President 
Advising of his having taken possession of the 
Enemy’s posts and drove them within the Walls of 
Pondiohery. 

Colonel Monson receives a wound in tli attack 
which will prevent his keeping the Field. 


them into Pondichery having taken all 
their Guns. I cannot at present send you 
an exact account of the numbers killed 
and wounded, I have myself received a 
shot in my leg which will prevent my 
keeping the field. 


I am. 

Sir, 

Your very obedient Servant, 

PBBA.1IBECE, GEORGE MONSON. 

Ry* Sep‘'. 1760. 

«««•«•» 

—In consequence of the beforegoing Letter from Colonel Monson to 
the President, the following was addressed to Colonel Coote. 


To— Eibe Coote £sq., Commander in Chief. 


Sir, —In consequence of the General power with which you invested 
, Colonel Monson, to act as he should think 

best for the service during your stay on 
the Coast we are informed by a letter from him, that he made a general 
attack upon the Enemy’s Posts in their bound hedge, from which they were 
driven out, and took shelter within the walls of Pondichery; this good news 
came not without its allay; Colonel Monson in the action received a wound in 
the leg from a Grape shot which he tells us renders him unable to keep the 
Field, and we are from other quarters informed, that bis leg is so much shatter¬ 
ed as to leave but small hopes of his being able to take the Command again 
for many months. Considering this unlucky accident to the Gentleman who 
was shortly to have succeeded you, in the Command, we think it a fortunate 
Circumstance that you had not yet left the Coast as you intended to have done, 
or entirely quitted the Command, as we cannot doubt but that seeing of how 
great importance your presence with the Army may be, and considering also 

. thatthereason which induced His Majesty 

requesting of him to resume his Command of , , i. i mi ^ 

the Army in tke Field on account of the accident OrttGr yOU tO JDGDgdili Will 110 lUOrO GXlSt 
to CoL Monson in the late attack of the Enemy’s if Colonel MonSOn should be obliged to 

quit the Field, we say we Cannot doubt 
hut that you will immediately resolve to resume the full Command, permit us 
to add our request that you will do so, we are urged by many weighty reasons 
which we need not particularize, as we include them all when we say your 
Country calls for your service, a call which you are always ready to obey. 


We are with great Respect and Esteem, 

Sir, 

Tour most obedient humble Servants, 

Fort St. Georgb, GEORGE PIGOT, etc., Council. 

13 Sep*', mo. 
m p. D. 
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• ■ Monday, 16"* Sept'. 

At a Consultation, Present : 

Georoe Pigot, Esq., Goternort President . 
John Smith. 


Eighard Paireield. 
Charles Turner. 
Charles Boorohier. 


Samuel Ardlet. 

JosiAs Dupre. 

John Call. 

M' Dawsonne Drake absent. Colonel Coote delivers in the following 
Letter in Answer to that wrote him from the Board* the 13th Instant. 


To-’the Hon'ble Geobgb Pigot, £sQ^, &* Coanoil at Fort St. George. 

Gentlemen,— 

1 had the honor of your Letter of the IS*** by which I find the Enemy 

Letter from Colonel Coote his objections to have been driven by Colonel Monson from 
resuming the Command of the Army. their different Posts, and obliged to retire 

within the walls of Pondichery; this piece of good news gives me the greatest 
satisfaction, as it contradicts my intelligence, which says the French Army 
have not retired within their Capital, but are still in possession of the Blan- 
cherie, as well as Arian>Copang redoubts, quite to the Sea side and that their 
whole Army lyes between the last mentioned place & Pondichery, by which 
situation, their Communication to the Northward and Southward is entirely 
open. It gives me infinite concern to hear of Colonel Monsou’s wound, but am 
in hopes, it is not so dangerous, as to reader him for any long time, incapable 
of Service. His Majesty’s pleasure signified to me by my Lord Barrington, 
being to repair to Bengal as soon as possible, without my alternative, sufficiently 
evinces me, that I am understood, not to have the least to say, to the Ajrmy on this 
Coast, 1 cannot therefore presume to alter His Majesty’s intentions by staying, 
besides the Consequence of this disobedience, I should do the greatest injustice 
both to Colonel Monson, and the Officers immediately in succession, under him 
who I dare say will acquit themselves with the greatest honor, and much more 
satisfaction to their superiors at home, than I either have or should do, were 
1 to remain here. 


1 have the honor to be with the greatest Esteemand Eespect, 

Gentlemen, 

Tour most Obedient humble Servant, 

Fort St. George, EYEE COOTE. 

J6'* Septr. 1760, 
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The Board cannot avoid observing that the Ground of the objections 
Colonel Coote makes to resuming the Command of the Army appears to them 
in a very different light from that in which he accepts it. 

With regard to the first “ That His Majesty’s pleasure signified to Colonel 
Coote by Lord Barrington that he should proceed to Bengal leaves no alter¬ 
native’’ We think it cannot hear such a construction, as on the contrary it is 
there expressed that His Majesty in promoting Colonels Brereton and Monson, 
did it not with a design of superceding Colonel Coote here, but merely that 
those Gentlemen might not be Commanded by a younger Officer coming out to 
Tndifl. this Season. We do not discover in it any express order from His 
Majesty, that Colonel Coote should proceed on all Events to Bengal, but rather 
that His Majesty had referred the manner and place of his employment to the 
East India Company since it was from their declaration only, as Appears by 
Lord Barrington’s Letter, that His Majesty understood Colonel Coote was in¬ 
tended to Command at Bengal, nor is this mentioned with any design of giving 
those intentions the colour of an order from His Majesty, but only as a proof 
that His Majesty did not mean to affect Colonel Coote’s Command by the 
promotion of Colonels Brereton and Monson. 

As to Colonel Coote’s other objection, that he could not resume the Com¬ 
mand without doing the greatest injustice to Colonel Monson, and the Officers 
immediately in succession under him. Colonel Monson being by his wounds, 
rendered incapable of acting has in a Letter to the President which is now read 
expressed his desire that Colonel Coote should take the Command. The other 
Officers immediately in Succession are the two Majors of Colonel Coote’s own 
Begiment, who cannot certainly sustain any Injustice in being Commanded by 
their Colonel. 

Upon the whole it is Besolved to address a Letter to Colonel Coote to 
Farther Arguments to be ni^ed to Colonel Coote explain to him our Sentiments Upon this 
to induce him to resnme the Command. Subject iu hopeS that by obviating the 

difficulties which have occurred to him, he may be induced to resume the Com¬ 
mand of the Army. 

Received the following Letter from Major William Gordon Com ma n din g 
the Army. 

To—The Hon'ble the President and Council of Fort St. George. 

SlES,— 

As by the absence of Colonel Coote and the indisposition of Colonel Mon- 
Letter from Major wniiam Gordon Command- son the Command of the Army devolves 
tte ™ ^‘’**» * on me, I take this Opportunity to in- 

^iSieenemvabandonArian-Copang after demo- form you that the Enemy evacuated the 
lishing the Eaet Front. Port of Ariau-Copang, this Evening after 

having sprang a mine on the East Front, they overset most of their Guns, and 
knocked of the Trunnions of those that were advanced at the Redoubts, our 
Seapoys have now possession of that Front, and I purpose attacking the re¬ 
mainder of their Limits, which are not yet in our possession to-morrow morn¬ 
ing before daybreak, I send you enclosed the Return of the number of Cannon 
taken from the Enemy, & our loss of killed and wounded in the Attack the 
10“* Ins*. 


I have the honour to be. 

Sirs, 

Your most Obedient humble Servant, 
WILLIAM GORDON. 

Gamp at Oulgaeet, 

13“ Sept^ 1760. 

By the Return enclosed in Major Gordon’s Letter it appears that 17 P* of 
AnAoctoftheGnnstahcmm the late Attack Cannon Were taken from the Enemy in 
and of onr loss. the late Attack and that the loss we sus!- 

tained is four Officers wounded and one hundred and fifty non-Commissioned 
Officers, and Private killed wounded and missing. 
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Agreed that a Letter be wrote to Colonel Monson to express our ooncera 
Purport of ft Lottor to Colonel Monsou end for the Accident be has met with m the 
Mftjor Gordon. late Attack, and that we hope Colonel 

Coote will resume the Command of the Army, and to Major Gordon that we 
doubt not his Vigilance and best endeavors in the conduct of the Army whilst 
he continues in the Command. 


The two following Letters from Captain Bichard Smith, Commanding the Detachment 
from Trichenopoly into the Mysore Districts read as follow 


To 

The Hon’ble George Bigot, Esq'., 

Presd‘ and Govr* Council of Fort St. George. 


Hon’ble Sir and Sirs, 


I had the honour to address you on the 27‘’' Inst, acquainting you of our 

Letter from Cap' Richard Smith Command* then situation, As I had not Sufficient 
ing the Detachment from Trichenopoly into the Ammunition to destroy all the Enemies 
Mysore Distncts. defences the Musquetry from the Fort 

was so galling, I was obliged to change my method of carrying on our Ap- 
ui« a Ih. Fort .f c.»». Ifoaohes, and from the Parrellel to 

thecouuterscrap of the ditch, I was forced 
to advance by a double sab. This was a tedious and difficult Labor, however a 
steady perseverance surmounted all obstacles & twelve days after opening the 
Trenches I had pierced the counterscarp when the Killedar of the Fort, send a 
Flag of Truce to desire a Conference with me. After many messages on both 
sides Articles of Capitulation were agreed on a Copy of which I have now 
the honor to enclose you, and Ensign Bridger with a Detachment of Seapoys, 
has taken possession of the Bastion attached, and on which is hoisted the 


English Colors. 

After such a scene of Fatigue as we have experienced, I should not have 
allowed such favorable Articles to the Garrison But for these very cogent 
reasons—Their very gallant defence. The breach was not very practicable, 
and in the intervals of our treating, my 181b, unhappily burst. I did not think 
my very small detachment (in which I have only two Englishmen) would have 
carried the breach, suppose 1 had led them to the Assault especially against 
Troops made desperate by their situation, and having their Lives and families 
at Stake. A repulse must have been fatal to our operations. But the most 
powerful motive, are the hopes I have, that by this Capitulation the Mysore 
Troops in the Arcot Province, will be recalled, this has been my sole object. 
This has been constantly my only view. If it produces that Effect, then the 
intention of my marching from Trichenopoly is fully completed should it prove 
otherwise. The Conquest of Caroor will I hope be thought, as it really is, a 
valuable acquisitiou and the Key to the Mysore Kingdom. 

Inclosed 1 have the honor to transmit you a list of our killed and wound¬ 
ed, since taking the field. Our little body exceeded my expectation, and per¬ 
formed all parts of their duty with cheerfulness and alacrity, animated and 
encouraged by the Example of their officem in a particular manner, I am 
obliged in justice to point out the constant Zeal and assiduity of Lieut, Horne, 
whom I take the liberty of recommending to you as an officer worthy your 
favour. 


I now wait your instructions which I must request may he sent me as 
expeditiously as possible. Duplicates will be necessary, least accidents should 
arrive. I flatter myself you will approve of the measures I have pursued, 
for as I had no particular orders, I studied only what appeared to me for the 
good of the Service in general. 


I have the honor to be with great Respect, 
Hon’blb Sir and Sirs, 

Your most Obedient humble Servant. 
Camp at Caroor, RICHARD SMITH, 

.9** Sept'' 1760. 
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Since writing the above, the Mysore Garrison of Coroor disputing among 

themselves desired leave to march off directly, which they did this Evening. 
If I am reinforced all the Country on this side the Gant (14 Lack) must fall 
after seeing, this Garrison under Arms, I am amazed how they maintained such 
a constant fire of Musquetry, but in future I shall not hesitate attocking 
a breach, when defended by such kind of Troops. 


Copv of Articles of capitulation agreed on betwixt CArTAis -Rich” Smith Commandant of 

the forces before Coroor and Bommepaugh ' 
Articles of capitulation for tha Surrender of Caroor. ■ Killedat o£ the Fort of CarOOr. 

An officer, 1 Serjeant, 1 Subedar, 2 .Temmedars, 3 Havildars, 3 Naiques, 
2 Colormen, 3 Tom Toms and 46 Seapoys shall be immediately put in posses¬ 
sion of the Bastion attacked, and the English Colors only shall, be hoisted in 

the Fort. 

The English Army shall remain in the Pettah of Caroor, or wherever the 
Commanding officera shall please, keeping Guards at the Counterscarp of the 
ditch for the space of 20 days, in which time if no Letters arrive from the 
Honourable George Pigot Esq' President and Gov' of Port St. George, to 
deliver up the Port to Bommepaugh, that at the expiration of those 20 days 
the Port of Caroor shall be evacuated by the Mysore Troops. Capt. Smith 
hereby promising that they have leave to march out with all their Effects with- 
out molestation, and as the Garrison have made a very gallant defence, he 
further promises that they shall carry theif Arms all the provisions, stores 
&c. be’onging to the Circar shall be faithfully delivered up to whomsoever 
Cap‘ Smith'shall appoint to receive them. 

If the Governor’s Orders arrive for Cap* Smith to deliver up the Port to 

Bommepaugh, he will deliver it up immediately. 

The Killedar, the Jemmedars and principal Officers of. the Garrison, 
shall sign an instrument binding themselves thereby that should the Mysore 
Baia or Hydernaig send an Army to endeavor to relieve the Port of Caroor 
before the twenty days are expired, then the English Army shall Immediately 
garrison the Fort in’the same manner as if the twenty days were elapsed. 

Four principal Officers of the Port shall be given directly to Capt. Smith 
as Hostages, for the security of the performance of these Articles. If the 
Goveraer\ Orders to give hack the Fort arrives in the twenty days. Captain 
• Smith will send back these hostages, or when the Mysore Troops quit Qaroor, 
these hostages shall he sent with Bommepaugh. ■ . 

The European that deserted from Capt. Smith shall be delivered up. 

Captain Smith promises faithfully and justly to perform his part of these 
Articles and hereunto sejts his hand and Seal in Camp before Qaroor the 1“ day 
of September 1760. 

Signed and Sealed. 

. E. SMITH. 

Countersigned. . 

Bommepaugh and thirty Jemmedars and Principal Officers. , 


•jfitk • Wrote and delivered the following Letter to Colonel Coote aggreeable to minntee 
of last Consultation.:— . 

To-—E vkb Coot*, Esq*. 


Sib, . . . . • 

•We cannot conceal from .you that the Answer you this morning did u» 

the honor to make to our letter of yester- 
Letter to Colonel Coote. • ^3 Jgjyjt expected, tjke Con-. 

fidence we had in youf Zeal for the service left us no doubt but that you would 

4St P. !)• • • 



• . ‘ '26 . . : 

on this occasion resume the Command of the Army with as inuch alacrity as - 
we with earnestness Could press jou, & upon the same principles we stilly 
persuade ourselves you wou’d no longer declime it could we remove from you 
the apprehensions of His' Majesty’s displeasure; those Appreliensions we 
observe by your letter, arise from the orders signified to you by Lord Barring¬ 
ton's letter, a Copy of which you sent us with yoiir letter of the 5“* Inst, and 
we received «it the same time from Colonel Monson a Copy of one from. his 
Lordship to him on the same subject, both these w^ have considered with 
attention, and the'more we consider them, and His Majesty’s general intcmtion 
in sending his Troops to India, the more we are convinced, not only that your 
resuming the Command at this time would he agreeable to His Majesty, but 
even that a contrary conduct might subject you to that danger you would avoid ; 
certain it is His Majesty’s sole motive for sending his forces to India was for 
the protection of the East India Company and the annoyance of the enemy 
there were it might be most immediately necessary,.and can there be a doubt 
whether the present service on this Coast, where the object ip view and almost 
within our grasp is the reduction of the Enemy’s Capital, or the operations at 
Bengal, where the Company’s Troops already ‘ have an experienced leader to 
whom th^ are devoted,.and where they have only to pursue a defeated and 
retteating Army of the natives, we say Sir-, can there arise a doubt which 
of these two services is the most critical and important; but you are pleased to 
tell us His Majesty’s pleasure that you.should repair to Bengal lea ves you no 
alternative: we wish Sir you would reconsider Lord Bairingtoh^s Letter, it is far 
from appearing to us capable of bearing the construction you give it, on the 
contrary it tells you that His Majesty in promoting Colonels Brereton and 
Monson did not do it with-a design of superceding you, but,merely that those 
Gentlemen might not be commanded by a younger Officer coming put to India 
this Year, we do not discover in it any order from His Majesty.that you should 
proceed to Bengal hut rather that His Majesty had referred the manner and 
place of your Employment to the East India Company, since it was from their 
declaration only (so it is expressed) that His Majesty understood |you were 
intended to command at Bengal nor is this mentioned with any design of giving 
those intentions the Color of an Order from His Majesty, • but only as a proof 
that His Majesty did not mean to affect your Command by the promotion of 
Colonels Brereton and Monson, His Lordship indeed in his letter to Colonel. 
Monson does say that the East India Company had ei^ged that orders should 
go to you to repair to Bengal, the design of which is too obvious to be mistaken. 
It was intimated to His Majesty that tho’ you had been intended for 
Bengdl yet ,tHat you might possibly be at Madras, His Majesty was tender of 
superceding you in the Command here, and therefore ordered that potwith-. 
standing the Superior.Commissions he had granted to Colonels Brereton and 
Momon. you should preserve the Command as long as you staid here, ^at the 
same time it appears by the explanation the. Company have given .us, that it 
was not intended that stay should be longer than the service required it, 
and the alternative' was that you should go to Bengal; from all which it^ mani¬ 
festly appear that the design of your repairing to Bengal had not the 
General service for. its Object, but merely to Spare you the. mortification 
of serving in a subordinate rank' where you had Commanded, and that 
on the other hand Colonels Brereton and Mon^n, might as soon as the service 
would admit, enjoy the benefit of their promotion. Colonel .Brereton is dead, 
and Cohmel Monson rendered by his wounds incapable of the Command, which 
we are informed he has signified to you hy letter; the cause therefore of order¬ 
ing you to Bengal does not exist at this time; how th'en Sir permit us to ask 
will you in any manner alter His Majesty’s intentions by staying here' ? we 
think ourselves obliged to declare our opinion, not only that your taking the. 
command at this time will not be Contrary to His Majesty's intentions, hut 
that it is the- most effectual smrvice you can render him. One reason more you 
offer for declining the Command and that is you think ‘you cannot resume it. 
without doing the .greatest injustice to Colonel Monson, and the Officers imme¬ 
diately In succession under him. Col. Monson being by his wounds rendered 
incapable of acting, is desirous that ybu should take the Command, and there- 
'fore all appearance of injustice to him vanishes, the other Officers immediately 
in succession are the two Majors of your own Begiment; surely Sir, the 
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Offioeiis of your own Regiment cannot susi^ any injustice in being detained 
by their own Colonel. 

We have the honor to be with the greatest Esteem, 

Sib, .' • 

Your most Obedient humble Servant, 

. . • OEORGE PIGOT, &*•' Oounoil. 

• Eobt St. Geobob, 

mh Sep^-1760 .' • 


To—The Hon’ble the President and Council of Fort St. George. 

GbnTIiEMEN, ' 

I had the honor of your Letter of .the 16‘'* Inst. Lord Barrington’s 

Letter from Colonel Cootei be is prevailed on Letter tO Colonel MoUSOn and me, differ 
at our instances to resume the Command of the sO Znueh* from ea>ch Othcr, that I am s till 

in doubt, whether 1 may not he accounted 
blameable should I remain for the present, on the Coast; however as’you are 
pleased to think, that my continuing in the Command may be of service, to 
the nation in general, and in particular to the East India Company, I shall re¬ 
turn to the Army, at the same time submitting myself in the most humble 
manner to His Majesty’s known goodness, should he* be pleased to think, I 

have acted contrary to his intentions. 

• 

I have the honor to .be with great respect and Esteem, 

, Gentlemen, 

Your most Obedient-very humble Servant, 


Eobt St. Geobge; 


EYRE COOTE. 


18th Sept. m0\ 


Colonel Coote set out this evening for the Camp in order to resume the 
Colonel Coote sets out for camp. Command cf the Army, 


To—The Hon’ble the- President and Council of Fort St. George. • 

Gentlemen, . . 

I arrived here late on the 20*** at night, and yesterday visited all our out- 
Letter from Colonel Coote Commanding the pOSts, and reconnoitred very stlictly^ thc 
Army; . gTound about US, and found everything in 

as good order as could be expected. As we shall liave? a great deal of work on 
our hands in raising redoubts, and doing many other things, I must request the 
favor you would give directions for a number of Carpenters and entrenching 
tools of all kinds to be sent out immediately, I wrote yesterday to Admiral 
Steevens, and represented to him the benefit the marines would be of to us, 
werei-^they to remain somewhat longer ashore, as soon as I have his answer will 
.advise you of it. M* Martin who Commands the free Company and is now . 
under the Command of M* Preston has had the good fortune to make 12 
Applioatioiiof the Widdvv of’a Soldier killed European troopers Prisoners. There-is 
in the Service for half pay. , one M” .Woole, an European woman, 

widow to a private-man in your troops, lately killed, has been with nie to beg, 
.1 would order her half pay, which she says is always given in these Ciroums* 
tances as long as they remain widows. As I am unacquainted with Affairs of 
this nature, should he glad to know> whether she has .a right to her demands 
or not. 
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■ Since the above, I am honour^ with yovro of the 20***, and shall take the 

opportunity of sending the sick men to 
Qreat sicknew in the Amy. Madras (by the Admiral Watson) who I 

am sorry to inform you increase daily, so that should the Admiral insist on the 
Marines, I really do not know, what we shall do. 

I have the honor to be with great respect and Esteem, 

Gkktlbmen, 

OuLGAEET, Your most Obedient humble Servant, 

T)^ 55"“ Sept. 1760. EYRE OOOTE. 


At noon came in the following Letter from Colonel Coote. 

To—The Hon’ble the President and Conncil of Port S‘ George. 

Gentlemen, 

Yesterday moming before day-light, I wrote to Gnddalore, in order to 

Letter from Colonel Coote Commanding the "bring the Admiral to a determination 
Army. . Whether he would lend the Army a cer* 

Advising of his having gone to Guddaiore to tain, assistance or. not^ my Joumey tho 
Consult with the Admiral what assistance he attended with a good deal of danger (be- 
conld share to the operations on shore. ol,liged tO SWim acrOSS three Rivers) 

had not the desired eflFect, as he would come to no resolution, so that I am now 
in a state of uncertainty, with regard to'that matter, the strength of the Army, 
as soon as the Marines are gone, will he so inconsiderable, that it would be 
madness to think of remaining where we now are, and I must be under the 
necessity (at least for my own particular part) of laying aside all thoughts of 
Blockading Pondichery, I wish Gentlemen, you 'could bring M' Steevens to 
some fixed resolution for in this state of suspence, nothing can be determined 
on. The Siege of Pondichery will require 2,000 men more from the Squadron 
over and above the Marines, and without this Assistance, we can have no hopes 
of Success. I have wrote to him a letter this morning, a copy of which I 
have the honor to inclose youj what I have said to him in regard to my own in¬ 
capacity is not being able to remain under the walls of Pondichery with 1,000 
men is undeniably true, and besides my health which I find is greatly ‘ impair¬ 
ed will not admit of that fatigue, which must necessarily-arise from the Com¬ 
mand of so small an Army. . . 

I have the honor to be with great respect and esteem,- 

Gentlemen, 

• . • 
Your most Obedient Humble Servant. . 

BYRE COOTE. 

OULGAEET, • 


The 26th Sept. 1760. 

. The copy of the letter inclosed in the ahpve from Colonel Coon to Admiral Steerens is . 
as follows‘ 

To —Chahlbb Stbbve^s, Esq. ' 

SlE, * 

Your two Letters of the 23“,. I had the honor of receiving the 24^ at night, 
c^y of letter from Coiond Coote to Admiiai and would have wswered them before, 
®*“***®*' had I not thought it requisite torepre- 
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sent to you personally the situation of the Army, and how incapable we shall 

Declares that he shall he obliged to break np Continue a hlockadc, if the Marines 

the blockade of Pondichery if the Marines are are Sent to you, for that purpose I Tode 
withdrawn from the army. above thirty milcs to Wait on you yesterday, 

iny chagrin was inexpressible when I returned here last night, to find’ I had it 
not in my power to form any plan that could hinder the fatal consequences, 
that inevitably must follow, the having a fourth part of the Army taken away : 
I am not ashamed to acknowledge my own incapacity in not being able to 
remain under the walls of Pondichery, and blockade that place with 1,000 men, 
which will be the whole of our infantry when the Marines are taken away. 
The decrease of our Army has been owing to the number we lost on the 10*S and 
the increase of our sick which amount to above 600 men. This day 1 write to 
the Governor and Council to inform them in what manner, 1 am situated, and 
also that I shall either retire with the Army from before Pondichery, or quit the 
Command to some other Gentleman, who perhaps may find out methods to 
continue in this post which I own I cannot do. As the Sick are at Arian- 
Oopang in order to be sent to Madras be pleased Sir to give directions to the 
Admiral Watson Indiaman to fall down to that place, and to bring with her a 
Massoolah boat or two, as we have none here. 


OULGABET, 

The S6th Sept. 1760. 


1 am, &c., 
EYRE OOOTE. 


Friday, S'* Oct'. 

At a Consultation, Pbbsent. 

Geobge Pigot, Esq\, Governor^ FreHd&st, 
John Smith. 

Dawsonnb Dbaee. 

Richard Fairfield. 

Charles Turner. 

Charles Bourchibb. 


Samuel Ardlby. 

JosiAS Dupre. 

John Call. 

M'. Andrews, absent on Service. 

The two following Letters from Colonel Coots Commanding the Army Bead: — 

To—The Hon'ble the President and Council of Fort St. George. 

Gentlemen, 

<» 

I had the honor of your letter of the 23'^ as Chetteput is a frontier Garri- 

Tu,t niinirt .. . son near Ginsee, and the loss of it would 

Letter from Colonel Coote Commandintr the yxusw, “ •. t xl* i ‘j. u 

Army in the Field. disconcert US a good deal, I think it would 

Recommends Capt. Aireys oontinning in the be absolutely necessarv to keep an officer 
o™.m.d.tChrtUp.t. Cap'Airey who hsB been long in 

that Command perfectly knows the Country, and in my opinion the most pro¬ 
per person for it, therefore shall continue him there if you mention nothing to 
The Enemy from Pondichery make an attack the Contrary. Yesterday morning 400 of 
open one ofonr outposts but are repulsed with io88. the Enemy’s Europeans with two field 
pieces attacked Arian-Copang redoubt, which we had made ourselves masters 
of a few days ago, and would have succeeded had I not sent two Companies of 
437 F. D. 
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Seapoys in their Rear, who in a little time made them retire with the loss of 
two Officers, and seven private killed, and the Adjutant of the Lorrain Regi¬ 
ment, and 18 wounded. Lally conducted this attack himslsf and altho’ 
they kept up a very hot fire from Pondichery at the same time, our loss was 
only one Seapoy killed. In the afternoon I went to the redoubt in order to give 
some directions there, when a heavy cannonading began from the Port, and 
lasted near an hour without doing us any damage. Just now arrived 40,000 
Pagodas from Madras. 

I have the honor to he with great respect and Esteem, 

GENTLEAIEir, 

OuLGAEET, Your most Obedient humble Servant, 

The 36“ Sep^ 1760. EYRE COOTE. 


To<~*The Hon’ble the President and Coancil of Fort. St. Gieorge. 

Gentlemen, 

1 had the honor of your letters of the 27^’' and Ultimo with the bills 

Letter from Colonel Coote Commanding^ the Exchange for the amount of what I 
Army in the Field. have received on my Regiments account. 

I now enclose you Copy of Admiral Steevens’ letter to me in which he per-emp- 
torily demands his marines, what the secret Service is that he means, I cannot 
learn, tho’ there is a report prevails, that he has an expedition in view, to this 
I can give no credit, as I have no Idea, that either the Fleet or Army at pre¬ 
sent, Can have any other with so much advantage to the Nation, and the Com¬ 
pany in particular, as that they are already upon, I mean the entire destruction 
of the French in India, this we have at a great expence of blood and treasure 
almost accomplished, but I am sorry to say, that if the Admiral does not give 
us a proper Assistance, this prospect must be laid aside. Our situation when 
the marines leave us, will be so, hazardous that it would be even rashness, and 
that in the greatest decree to think of remaining before Pondichery, this Gen¬ 
tlemen, is my sincere opinion, and which is necessary 1 should give you in 
order that I may not be condemned hereafter, should any misfortune attend 
us. 1 return you the Bills of Exchange, signed and directed to William Ellis 
and William EUlerton, Esq., in Calcutta. 

1 have the honour to be with the greatest respect and Esteem 

Gentlemen, 

OuLGARET, Your most Obedient humble Servant, 

Ut Ootr. 1760. EYRE COOTE. 


Copy of a letter from AoKiaai. Stsevsns to Colorei. Coote. 
To—B FEE COOTE, Esq. 


SlBy 


When I had the pleasure to meet you at the Garden house, I did not 

Copy of a Letter from Admiral Steevens to Col- expect it WOuld have been UpOn SO dis- 

lonei Coote. .... ... agreeable subject as requesting the marines 

marines in order to carry on some secret Service Stay dtSuOrG^ SO contrary to tho first lllton* 
with a part of the squadron. tion of their being landed and so destruct¬ 

ive to all the schemes of service I intended for the Squadron during the monsoon 
season, and if they are not immediately returned to the Squadron, you will find 
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it will destroy that good harmony} that should subsist between us in our con¬ 
junct expedition, and in the end be attended with fatal consequences to His 
Majesty’s Service and the East India Company in particular, and Bear Adnsi- 
ral Cornish joins in opinion with me, knowing the secret service 1 have for 
some part of the Squadron, of very great consequence which cannot be execut¬ 
ed with the Ships reduced to so low a complement of men. For the above 
reasons 1 beg to recommend to your most serious consideration the state of the 
marines, & hope you will find some expedient with your army to secure your 
strong post to the Southward and Northward of Pondichery, to form your 
blockade, and he able from the main body to support those posts without the 
marines, a body of people never used or intended but for a short service, as 
they have no Camp Equipage, or are in any manner prepared fox a Campaign 
as you inform me in your letter of the 26th instant, that you bad wrote to the 
Governor and Council of Fort St. George to acquaint them of the situation of 
your Army, please to let me know their resolution when you receive that 
answer, that I may not he kept in suspence any longer, as no time is to be lost 
at this critical time of the year. 

I should not have parted from you in the manner I did the other night, 
hut the horse ran away with the chaise, and 1 concluded I should see you at 
Cuddalore as I did not know your intention of returning to the Camp, accord¬ 
ing to your request the Admiral Watson is off Arian-Copang to receive your 
sick and wounded men, and proper boats ordered to attend that service. 

Norfolk OFF OuDDALOBS, 1 am with true Esteem and regard, 

50“ Sept . 1760i Sib, 

Your most Obedient humble Servant, 

CHARLES STEEVENS. 

• « » « • « • 

At a Consultation, Pbesent: 

Geoboe Floor, Esq*, OovemoTt Fresident , 

John Sinrs. 

Dawsonne Dbaee. 

Bichabd Faibfield. 

Chables Tubneb, 

Chables Sourchieb. 

John Andbbws. 

Sauuel Abdley. 

JosiAS Dupre. 

John Call. 

The following Letter from Colonel Coote Commanding the Army, Read. 

To—The Honble the Fresident and Council of Fort St. George. 

Gertleubn,— 

Finding the Enemy were destroying the Elancherie and strengthening the 

Letter from Colonel Coote Commandmg the ground tO the Northward, I Went to the 
Army. redoubt near there were Major Smith 

Commanded, took with me 3 Companies of Seapoys, and attacked them in three 
The Enemy attack out poet at the Blanoherie different places in a post we had formerly 
but are repulsed. destroyed, hut since repaired hy them, 

after an hour’s smart firing we got possession of it with the loss of 5 Seapoys. 
I immediately ordered the Engineer M'. MaoMahon and a party of pioneers 
with gabions and fascines to make it more secure, and to close the Gorge, about 
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12 o'clock at night, it was attacked by 300 Europeans, 6 or 7 Company's of 
Seapoys, and the Portegueze Company. Our people at first were driven out, 
r. « « 1 . 1 . I 1 j but soon after rallied took possession again, 

ADSiXtCOr MttCAlftllOD Klllod* « 11* 1 T1 X X* 1mA J 

and obliged the Enemy to retire, we had 
the misfortune to lose M'' MacMahon who was killed on the spot, 3 Europeans 
wounded, and between 20 and 30 Seapoys killed and wounded, at day-light in the 
Morning, they began from Poudichery. a warm fire of heavy Cannon, and tho* 
they have continued in these two days past, we still keep possession, notwith¬ 
standing the peremptory orders from M'. Steevens, I have not as yet sent away 
the Marines, neither shall I, until I receive an answer from you, to my last 
letter, as it will be impossible to continue in this post with the remainder of the 
Army as we are in a continual hot Service both day and night. 


I have the honor to be w'ith great respect and Esteem, 
OuLGARET, Gentlemen, 

3^ Oei' 1760. Your most Obedient humble Servant, 

EYRE COOTE. 


Thursday, Oct^ 

At a Consultation, Peesent : 

Geobge Pigot, Esq"., Governor, President 

John Smith. 

Dawsonne Deaee. 

Richabd Paibfield. 

Chables Tubneb. 

Chables Boubchieb. 

John Andbews. 

Samuel Abdley. 

JosiAs Dupbe. 

John Call. 

• ••**•• 

To—The Hon’ble the President and Council of Fort S*. George. 

Gentlemen,— 

I had the honor of your two letters of the 12*** and one of the 14*** which 
Letter from Colonel Coote Commanding the I should have done myself the pleasure to 
Army in the Field. have answered before now had not my 

indisposition prevented me, before I received your 1st letter of the 12***, The ad¬ 
miral had Consented to the whole of the Marines remaining on shore, after I 
was preparing the one third part of them, to he reimbarked. I entirely agree with, 
you in the accommodation of Affairs with the King of Mysore. As soon as I had 
intercepted a letter from the Commandant of Gingee to M'. Lally, a Copy of 
which 1 had the honor of transmitting to the President, I had that part of it relat¬ 
ing to Major Allens going to join flydernaig, translated into Persian, and sent 
it to the King of Mysore, at the same time acquainted him, that should the French 
attempt going into his Country, I had ordered Major Preston to pursue them, and 
that if he di<l not come up with them before they reached his territories, to join 
his forces, and act in Conjunction with him against Hydernaigue and his party. 
I have perused the Copy of your letter to M' Steevens, and a letter of his to you. 
As for my own part 1 am absolutely against an exchange at this time, without 
it be S-iilors for Sailors, and entirely approve of your letter to him on that sub¬ 
ject, which 1 immediately sent him. I am quite of the Admiral’s opinion with 
regard to what he says in one of his paragraphs vist., “ I beg leave to observe to 
you, that the Army should not attempt or presume to undertake any designs 
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^^inst the Enemy to l^e hazard of distressing themselves. ** This is an axiom 
in war, which no one who has the least knowledge of that science can dispute, 
but at the same time 1 dare say there is not one' man in the Army, could have 
the least Idea that Mr. Steevens who has the service of his country so much at 
heart \i(rould lie idle, and look on at an undertaking so glorious, and not give a 
proper Assistance to the Army, when he had thirteen sail of the line under his 
Command. It was from this supposition that the Army acted with so much 
vigor, and not from, a rash inconsiderate principle when I had last the honor of 
seeing the Admiral, perceiving he let drop some little jealous expressions, re¬ 
lative to the operations of the Army, I made an offe ■, before several of his 
Captains, that altho’ he had not a commission to act on shore, if he would land 
with a sufficient force from the fleet, I would with pleasure act under him, as 
my whole attention was to the service of my Country and not that of gaining 
eclat to myself. Colonel Monson having desired me to postpone doing anything 
in M' Fryer’s affair, till, he heard from you, I have accordingly consented. I 

Complains of Oapt. Savage of the ship BuJce am-sorry Gentlemen that I am obliged to 
for retiiming to Madras vrithont taking on board ' make a complaint against Captain Savage 
the Sick at Anan-Copang. • Duke who had your directions to 

take our sick*on board, which now amount here to 638 besides 60 Officers; he 
arrived the 19“* at Arian-Copang, and sent me a note a copy of which I now 
inclose you, and tho’ I immeffiately answered it in terms expressing my disatis¬ 
faction, at his not obeying your orders, at the same time assuring hini of his 
safety. The Admiral having sent a man of war to protect him, his stay was so 
short, that my letter did not reach him. Indeed I am not the only one that 
complains of him, as I am told the Captains of the Fleet, have made a general 
Complaint of him to the Admiral. Three of my officers whom he promised to 
take on board at Cuddalbre in order to carry them to Madras, followed him in 
an open boat, as far as Arian-Copang, but he still pursuing his obstinate inten¬ 
tion of ^oing away, they Could not overtake him; The consequence of which 
is that Lieut. Allen has lost bis life, and the other two are in a very bad way, 

though the violent fatigue they under- 
^ent. I am sorry to accquaini you that 
Major Allen, has once more slipped by 
Major Preston, and is again at Tiagar, notwithstanding Major Preston has done 
everything, that a good officer could do to prevent it. I am told M' Allen’s 
party is in a miserable situation. Yesterday at 6 o’Clock the two Admirals in the 
Ad.i«.ofAa.i»ist»,™i»™j«iWfco» Evening^ed. I am informed they are 
ku Station off Pondiehery Without giving him hound to Tnncomalay. Admiral Cornish 
notice of iiis fntare designs. made an offer to Stay with the Command 

here, which M' Steevens did not chuse to accept, five ships remain under'the 
Command of Captain Haldane. I hope this step which the Admiral has taken, 
will not prejudice our affairs. 

I have the honor to be with the greatest respect and Esteem, 

Obktleubn, . . 

Your most obedient humble Servant, 

• OuLOABBT, EYEE COOTE. 

3^ Ootr 1760. • • • 

D.8 .—Since I have wrote the above, I am jtold the Admiral has left but ■ 
three ships. I give the whole of his proceedings by hearsay, as he has not done 
me the honor of a letter. 

• . • • * • • ■ 

2* Ndvember .—^The two following* Letters received from Col. Coote Com¬ 
manding the Army, and Major Preston. 

Ta^Tbe Hon’ble the Fresideiit and Clrancil of Fort S* George. 

Oentlbhen— 

The ship Xc* Compagnie des Indes which lay in Pondichery road, moved 
I.ti«fc«.coio»t.o»»mrfi.,u,.Ani, Treterday more to the Northwmd, imd 
Mon Tfladidmy. this morniog sailed, she is now steermg 

'Die Jiidnnuis 9tk «c Pondi- E* E. and almost out of sight, nohe of 

gjj|pg jj^yg appeared these three or 

«8?PD. . 
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four days past) & it seems to me that our blockade by Sea js entirely, laid aside) 
if so what we are doing by land, can have but very little effect as the sea is 
now entirely open to the Enemy, who by that means can get in provisions, and 
whatever else they want, they are now getting ready in the road a chaloup 
which is to mount eight swivels, to bp manned by • Marines and Commanded 
by a Marine Officer, her business is to intercept Paddy boats, and bring provi¬ 
sions to the Garrison. I. have been these ten or twelve days past confined to'my 
room & to-day to my bed. • I cannot help saying, but that my ditorder is in¬ 
creased by the chagrine I feel, to see so grand an undertaking as that of driv- 
Four hnnedred black horse dismissed from the ing the Erench OUt Of India likely to be 
, . overturned by the unaccountable behaviour 

of a particular person. I turned out of the Service the day before yesterday 
400 of our black horse, in order to diminis h our Expences. ■ * 

I have the honor to be with great respect and- Esteem, 

Gentlemen, 

• • 

' Tour most Obedient humble Servants 

OULGIEBT, EYE,E COOTE. 

51 “ Oct'mo. 


■ Thursday, the U«* Nov'. 

At a Consultation, Present : 
Geobob Pigot Esq* Oovernorf Fretident . 


Dawsonne Dbake. 
Richabu Fairfield. 
Charles Turner. 
Gha&les Bourchier. 
John Andrews. 
Samuel Ardlet. 
JosiAS Dupre. 

John Call, 


M' Smith Indisposed. 

Letter from Colonbl Gootk CommaDding the Army in the Field read as follows- 
To— The Hoir'Bi.B Gbobqe Pigot Esq'. 

Prosd* &' Council of Port S‘ George. 

Gbntlembn— 

I had the honor of your letter of the 1“‘ together with a copy of Admiral 
Commanding the Steeven*8 extraordinary one.to you, and 
. . ■ . . your answer. The Admiral first desires 

your B^ooet. to do an impossibiiny, and then rays he wffl act witt 
Vigor, us by our actions we must approve -ourselves to our Country, and not 

»*- ki. c.- by moor -urd^ 1 have the pl^nto to 
lufoim you, that Capt^ Haldaue, on 
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receipt of a letter from me, came before Pondicheiy on the b*** Ins*, with fire 
ships from Allumparva, where tbie Admiral had ordered him to rendeztou^ 

t~. rf them ml i. H. to ih. Sorthwtoi immed^tely des^tohed two of them' 

to Tranquebar, and Negapatam, in order 
to Sieze all ships, Vessels, &®., in those parts belonging to the Enemy. I must 
do that Gentleman the justice to say that he seems to act with the greatest 
alertness, and assures me by letter, that be will run all risques* with his ships 
for the good of the service, this I own is a most pleasing prospect to me at 
present, and I make no doubt but that it be productive of every good Conse¬ 
quence we could wish for. On the 5th, some, of my Catamarans which were 
on the look out, fell in with one belonging to the Enemy, going with three 
Letters from M' La,lly to W Eisher at Tranquebar. Copies of which I have 
the honor to transmit to you.. 1 have likewise sent translated copies of them 
to Cap* Haldane, the same day some Massoolah boats, which I fitted out to 
Guddalore, with a Swivel in each, took two belonging to the Enemy, one of 
them bound from Tranquebar to Pondichery with paddy, & the other from 
our boats {tom Caddaiore intercept two of the Poudichery to Tranquebar, with some 
Bnemys laden with prOTisions. Portcguezo, a quantity of baggage, and 

three Erench Soldiers—*the last mentioned boat was retaken soon after, by a 
sloop with 6 Guns and 20 Europeans, but not before we had thkdn out every 
thing which belonged to her, as 1 flatter myself that the Men of War, will be 
able to remain in their present station, 1 am in hopes I shall have no more to 
do with Manoeuvres at sea. 

I have the honor to be with great respect, & esteem, 

Gentleuen, 

Tour most Obedient humble Servant, 
EYRE COOTE. 

OtTLOABET, 

r ^ Nov ^ mo . 

At a Goesxtltation, Pbeseht : 

Geobge Pigot Esq* Governor ^ President , 

Dawsonne Drake. 

Richard Eaibeield. 

Charles BourchibrV * . 

John Andrews. 

Sahubl Ardley. 

JoSIAS VUPRE, 

John Call. 

M* Smith Indisposed. 

M.* Turner Absent. 

Received the two following Letters from Colonel Coote end Capt. Haldane. 

To-^The Hon’ble the President and Coanoil of Fort St. George. 

Genixemen— ' 

This day I had the honor of your Letter of tbe altogether with a Copy 

. Letter ftom Colonel Coote Conunanding the of Cap* Haldaue’s and yOUr Orders' tO the 
Army before Pondiohery. Gentleman who is to reside at Cuddalore 

that part of ypur letter relative to the hospital, I have no objection to its being^ 
settled, in an equitable maimer to all parties. It is certain if the sick wereke^t* 
Hie oheervation upon Uie relation eetidduhed at Camp, they WOuld be allowed pro'vl* 
sdth'respeot t« the hospital. ^ sions, ,and indeed I never looked on the 



hospital at Waldour, in any other light thw that with the Army, the sick only 
being put into huts there, to keep them from the inclemency of the weather, 
till we could find proper opportunities of sending them to Madras where there is 
a good and regular hospital, ajnd where the men need not grudge paying for those 
Comforts they receive, and-1 should frequently have sent them there if I had 
doolies, or if the Doctors had not objected to their goiiig so far during the hot 
months, neither did I know who would have taken the victualling or an hos¬ 
pital where the same men perhaps would be three or four times in a month, 
going in and coming out. Another thing I beg leave to represent to you, that 
I think it a hardship for the wounded men to pay equal to those who bring dis¬ 
orders uponi themselves, & certainly must make people shy in running hazards 
when they know that in case they are wounded, they will not only suffer the 
pain generally attending wounds, but will lose tiie benefits they get, while they 
keep the Field. . .The Marines will murmur, and with reason, to pay in an 
hospital, when they might have the benefit of the Song’s without paying were 
they not on service ashore. I makeno doubt Gentlemen, when you consider these 
matters attentively, you will be of my opinion, the r^ulation you have been 
pleased to make concerning the Seapoys I shall put in orders accordingly. It 
is certainly very proper to have a particular person appointed for the delivery 
• Approves of M'. Miltons being appointed Com- of your stores, and 1 have not the least 
miesary General of Stores at Camp. doubt of M*' Milton’s Capacity in that 

station. As Cap* AfBeck was sent on shore by Cap* Haldane to consult 
with me in regard to our future operations, we have agreed that the Men of 
War shall continue here except they are blown off, and I have promised to 
supply him if possible, with water and provisions, but should 1 not be able, he 
is to water at Conjeveram, therefore, M’ Brickenden had better reside there 
leaving some armed boats at Allumparva. I have npw only five Massoolah 
boats, three of them came from the French, and I am endeavouring to get the 
remainder over, ds. it will be of great consequence to deprive them of them 
before their fleet arrives, I return you niany thanks for your kind Concern 
after my health, which continues very indifferent. 

I have the honor to be with the greatest respect and*esteem. 

Gentlemen, 

Your most Obedient bumble Servant 
EYRE POOTE. 

OULGABBT, 

' 1760. 


At a Consultation, Pebsent: 

■Gbobgb Pigot Esq’ Governor, President. 

John Smith. 

Dawsonnb Dbakb. 

Biohaed Faireield. 

Charles Turner. 

Charles Bouechiee. 

John Andeews. 

Samuel Aedlby. 

JosiAS Dupee. 

M* Call. 

• • • • • • • 

- Letter from Colonel Cootewitb one enclosed from M^ Lally to him raad as follow:— 
To—The Hon’ble the Presideut and Council of Fort St. George. 

Gentlemen*— 

I had the honor of your letters of the 3'^* and 4'* Ins*, together with the 
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Letter from Colonel Coote Commanding the rsgulstiODS of tho hospitsly End whEt 
army before Pondiohery. COncoms the Com misaary-OftTlftrEl. I have 

already sent 600 Carriage and 100 draught bullocks to Madras, wliich I 
hope are by this arrived. Inclosed Copy of M' Lally’s letter relating to the 
prisoners taken on the West Coast. I shall take the first opportunity of send¬ 
ing some Englishmen to Trichinopoly, tho* we can but very badly spare them 
at this tinoe; by different accounts 1 find matters are entirely accomodated, 
between Hydernaigue, and the Morattas, by which means bis party in the 
Mysore Country, will be very strong. Cap* Smith in a letter I received from 
him to-day, acquaints me that he has certain information they intend coming 
down this way to assist the Erench, upon which I thought proper to write Hyder¬ 
naigue. when 1 receive an answer from him, I shall be better able to judge 
how matters are. The Nabob has dispatched the Moralta Vakeel, together 
with one of his own, I think the offers you have already made them, are very 
sufficient, you are entirely misinformed in regard to a Vakeel trom the Myso« 
reans being with me, as I know of no such person, I received a letter in answer 
to oae I sent Hydernaigue brought me by one of bis people, and a Hircar of 
my own, which letter w.ms of no consequence, however I enclosed it to the 
Nabob and desired him to shew it to you but bis Coming away from Madras at 
that time, has been the occasion of b's not bfiving as yet received it, I hope the 
late affair at Bengal, will not give t he black powers here, a bad impression of 
English faith. 

I have the honor to be with great respect and esteem, 
OuLOEBET, Gentlemen, 

])e(f 1760, Your most Obedient humble Servant, 

. EYRE COOTE. 


e. I. C. P. O.—Hm. m I. B.-'23-4-85.—500. 
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Fort St. George 4*'‘ January 1761. 

This morning came in the following Letter from Colonel Coote Commanding (he Army 
before Fondichery. 

To—^The Honourable the President &•* Council of Fort St. George. 

Gentlemen— 


After the most terrible night of wind and rain that I was ever 


Letter from Colonel Coote commending the Army 
before Fondichery giving an account of the Fleet 
& Army’s having suffered by a Storm of Wind on 
the first instant. 


witness to, I have this morning the most 
dismal prospect, our fleet (I am afraid) 
entirely destroyed, four of the ships we 
see dismasted, and two more on shore. 


The beach is covered with pieces of wrecks. The Army almost in as great distress, 
having our tents, hutts and every thing belonging to us entirely destroyed. 
Great numbers of the black people, Men Women & Children have been killed. 


I fear greatly for the Ship Duke, she had the greater part of her stores on 
board. It is absolutely necessary that you Gentlemen exert your utmost by 
sending us as speedy supplies as possible, to make up for this unfortunate 
disaster, and to enable us at the same time to push on the siege with vi¬ 
gour. I am by this shocking scene of confusion so hurried, which prevents 
me from saying anything farther at present than that. 


1 am. 

Gentlemen, 

Your Most Obedient and most humble Servant, 


Odlgaret, Head Quabtees, EYRE COOTE. 

January 1761. 


Monday, 6*** January. 

At a Consultation, Pebsent. 

Geoegb Pigot, Esq® Governor, President. 

John Smith. 

Dawsonne Deane. 

Richaed Eaiepield. 

Chaeles Tuenee. 

Chaeles Boitechieb. 

John Andeews. 

Samuel Aedlet. 

JosiAS Dufee. 

M®. Gall, Absent. 

The following Letter received from Colonel Coote with further particulars of the Loss 
sustained by the Storm of Wind on the P* Instant. 

To the Hon'ble the President & Connoil of Fort St Georga 
Gentlemen,— 

After I had the Honor of writing to you yesterday I went along the 
T * n, 1 n A- a. L sca Side to the southward of Fondichery 

Letter from Colonel Coote commanding the Army i-ri:] ^ 

before Fondichery with farther particulars of the WllCrC 1 hSu ft ZUOSt DllSCraDlO prOSpCCt 

Lom «u*tained by the Storm of Wind on the let gf gur shattered Meet, it is not in my 

^'****”*‘ power to describe the hour of the night 


mv.D. 
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on the Ist and the dreadful effects of it, there are three Ships on shore, most 
of the crews will be saved, the names are the New Castle^ Qtt^enborough, & 
Protector. Three Ships have foundered: the Duke of Acquitaine, Sunderland 
and Duhet Storeship, the two former had but one man saved, and the latter seven 
blacks. Four large Ships are entirely dismasted, who they are I do not exactly 
know, nor can I tell any thing of the few remaining ships of the Squadron, 
Should the Revenge be arrived at Madras 1 beg you would dispatch her 
immediately and whatever armed Vessels you can collect, as we have not at present 
even a boat to block up the place. I sent off an express yesterday to Bombay 
by way of Anjengo, in order to hurry round the Ships of War there, and I am 
doing every thing in my power to help the distressed people here, as well as to 
carry on the attacks on this place. The storm has almost rendered useless 
everything, I have hitherto done, yet I hope by a little activity and perseverance 
to get the better of this misfortune. 

I have the honor to be with great Bespect & Esteem, 
Head Quaetbes, Gentlemen, 

S"* 1761. Your most Obedient humble Servant, 

EYRE COOTE. 

««««.« 


Two Letters from Colonel Coote read as follows. 

To the Honourable the President & Council of Fort St. George, 

Gentlemen,— 

I have the pleasure to inform you that a ship appeared this morning which 

Letter from Colonel Coote commanding the Army We take for Admiral StceveUS, whom eVCry 

before Pondichery. body gave ovcr for lost, I have the honor 

to enclose you a Copy of a letter I intercepted from Mr. Lally, by which you 
will see how absolutely necessary it is to send here all the armed Vessels at 
Madras. As I have not had the least intelligence as yet from them, I am 
uneasy about the fate of the Falmouth with our Stores, and to know whether 
you have had the Gale so violent with you as we have had it here. 

I have the Honor to be with great Respect and Esteem, 
Head Qitaetees, Gentlemen, 

4“ January 1761. Your Most Obedient humble Servant, 

EYRE COOTE. 

The Intercepted Letter meationed by Colonel Coote is from Mr. Lally to 
Mr. Raymond, the French Resident at Pulliacat, importing that the English 
Squadron is entirely destroyed by the effects of the late Storm, and therefore 
enjoining him to send boats laden with rice to Pondichery by every possible 
means. 


To the Honorable the President & Council of Fort St. George. 

Gentlemen,— 

Thinking it necessary at this critical time to push every thing to the 
T j * utmost against the Enemy I therefore 

Letter from Colonel Coote eonimflnding the Arm j ax i ax 

before Pondicliery. A Detachment from the Army 18801 V6Cl tO 3itt3iCK xbOEQStS S XvOdoilbt^ 

take pouMsioo of St. Thomai's Eedoubt wbieh the a place of the greatest consequence to them 

Jhuemj retokea few houn after. x i. t x ^ , a . . 

to effect which I went myself last night 
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with a small party of Europeans and some Seapoys, and had the happiness to 
gain my point to the heii^ht of my wishes, by taking the Bedoubt, which had 
four Twenty Eight Pounders, and making most of those in it prisoners, con¬ 
sisting of a Serjeant, fire Europeans, six or seven Coffrees and some Seapoys. 
I cannot help giving great praise to the people who conducted me in this affair 
which were M*. Bellart, a Volunteer in my Troop, and three of my Troopers. 
After having seen every thing put in order and the Engineers almost compleated 
the deficiencies 1 returned home about 4 o’clock leaving the Command to 
M'. Collins, an OflScer of Artillery with proper orders and more than a sufficient 
Force to defend the place. Through some infatuation, he suffered himself to be 
surprized a little before daylight and taken prisoner with some others of his 
party, so that the place is again in possession of the Enemy to my very great 
mortification, as it was a post of the highest consequence to us. The Ship 
which we yesterday took for Admiral Steevens proves to be really his, he has 
met with no damage. The Grafton is also arrived, she spoke with M/. Cornish 
on the 28th of last month. 

I have the honor to be with great Eespect & Esteem, 

Head Quaeters, Gentlemen, 

5“ Jan^. 1761. Your Most obedient humble Servant, 

EYRE COOTE, 


12*^ January 

At a Consultation, Present: 

John Smith, Esq’., Presiding in the absence of the Governor. 

Charles Bourchier. 

John Andrews. 

Samuel Ardlet. 

Pawsonne Drake. 

Richard Faireield« 


The Governor, M’. Dupre and M’. Call, at Camp. 
M*. Turner, Indisposed. 


To—The Hon’ble the President &* Council of Fort St. George. 


Gentlemen,— 

I have the pleasure to acquaint you that the Nabob has settled with the Mo- 
, .V . rattas for ten Lacks of Rupees; five are 

tobepaidmTwentjday. md the remain, 
joined M'. steevene off Pondicheiy with the shipe Jq three months. The French offered 
under hta Command. Lacks and wou’d have paid five down 

imm^iately in Money and Toys, flie remainder was to have been paid at differ¬ 
ent times and Gingee deHvered up. The sum is large that we have given tho* 
I think it is well bestowed^ to get rid of them at thu particular time. Adnural 
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Cornish with the York and Weymouth arrived here on the C*** and the Tyger^ 
and Falmouth, Indiaman yesterday. All the Ships which were dismasted have 
almost got their jury Masts up, and the heavy cloud w’®** hung over us, is 
now dissipating apace. I cannot help expressing my uneasiness at the march 
the Gentlemen at Bombay have cut out for his Majesty’s Troops lately arrived 
at Anjengo w’®** they have sent to Tellichery in order to come on Land from 
thence, by this means they are sent considerably out of their way and their 
march made extremely difldcult, as I am informed they will meet w’^** almost 
impassable Mountains and Woods, besides coming thro’ the Mysore country. 
If this romantick scheme takes place (as I am assured by Letters from them 
it will) it is absolutely necessary that somebody he sent to Syrangapatam in 
order to settle matters with the King of Mysore for their passage thro* his 
country. It would I imagine Cap*. Bichard Smith would not be an improper 
person for this service. 


Hea.1) Quauteks, 
S'* Jan^. 1761. 


I have the honor to he. 

With great Respect & Esteem, 
Gentlemen, 

Your most Obedient bumble Servant, 
EYRE COOTE. 


Saturday 17* January 1761. 

At a Consultation, Pkesent: 

John Smith Esq*., Presiding in the absence of the Governor. 
Chables Boubchieb. 

John Andbews. 

Samuel Abdley. 

Dawsonne Bbaee. 

Richabo Eaibeield. 

Chables Tubneb. 

The Govebnob, M® Dupk^ and M® Call, Absent at Camp. 


This morning came in the following Letter from the President with the agreeable News 
of the Surrender of Fondichery to Col. Coote on the 15* Instant. 


To—John Smith Esq' &®* Gentlemen 

of the Council at Fort St. George. 

Gentlemen— 

1 have the pleasure to acquaint you that Beputys are this Evening come 
Letter from the President with the News of the out to Col. Coote with the surrender of 
Sorronder of PoQdiehei 7 . Pondichcry and tomOITOW nrin ming at 

8 o’clock the Grdnaddeis of his Regiment are to take possession of the Yille- 
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nour gate. Tomorrow you shall be acquainted with further particulars, accept 
in the meantime my hearty congratulation. 


Caup befosb Fondicheby, 
16“ January 176L 


I am, 

Gentlemen, 

Your Most humble Servant, 


GEORGE PIGOT. 


Monday 19^** Janiy. 

At a Consultation, Pbesent; 

John Smith Esq*., Presiding in the absence of the Governor, 
Charles Boubchieb, 

John Andrews. 

Samuel Abdlet. 

Dawsonne Drake. 

Richard Fairfield. 

Charles Turner. 

The Governor, M® Dupb^ & M“ Call, Absent at Camp. 

The followinsr Letter from the president read with several papers enclosed relating to the 
surrender of Pondichery Vizt, 

To_John Smith Esq' and the rest of the Gentlemen 

of the Council at Fort St. George. 


Gentlemen— 


Last night I had the pleasure to acquaint you that Deputys were sent to 

Col. Coote with the surrender of Pondi¬ 
chery—I now enclose a copy and trans¬ 
lation of the paper (I think it cannot be 
called Capitulation) sent by M' Lally to 
Col. Coote and a copy of the Colonel’s 
answer; in consequence of which he this morning took possession of Villenour 
Gate and tomorrow the whole Town and Citadel are to he delivered up. 

A Copy of M' Daily's paper and of the Colonel’s Answer w'ere last night 
sent to the Admiral, who has this morning by Letter signified his entire appro¬ 
bation. 


Letter from the President with the particulars 
relating to the surrender of Ptindieliery. 

Col. Coote refuses to subscribe to any of the 
Articles presented by the Deputies, respecting Indul¬ 
gences to tbe Council and the rest of the Colony. 
The Nabob sends a Bill for a Lack of Bupees. 


You will observe by the last Article of M' Daily’s paper, that altho’ he 
says he is restrained from making terms, yet he consents that the Council of 
Pondichery should make their representations concerning the particular 
interests of themselves and the rest of the Colony, in consequence whereof the 
Deputys (the Reverend Father Lavaur, Colonel Dure and M’ Courtin) presented 
a paper containing 8 Articles (of which I enclose a Copy and Translation. The 
Colonel refused to subscribe to any of these, hut promised so far as regarded 
himself and the Army that the European inhabitants should enjoy all their 
moveable effects, and that he would recommend the same to the Admiral. 

I shall continue to advise you particularly of every measure that may be 
taken; as yet nothing more has passed than what I have ocmmauicated to you. 

U9 F.P. 
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I enclose a Bill upon Ballkistnah Dass on account of tlie Nabob 
for a Lack of Bupees payable the 30th Instant. 


Camp befokb Pondtchbry, 
The 16*^ January 1761. 


I am 

Gentlemen, 

Your most Obedient Servant, 

GEORGE PIGOT. 


Copy of the paper Sfnt by M' Imlly to Colonel Copy of a paper sent by Lallyto Col. Coote 
Coote for the surrender of Pondichery, for. tbe surrender of Poiidicbery—aud Colonel 

Cooties Answer. 

Laprise de Chandernagore Contre la foy, des Traittds d’ure Neutralitd qni a 
Tonjours Subsisted entre toutes les Nations Europeennes et nommement entre 
les deux nations dans cette partie de 1’ Inde, et cela immediatement apr’es un 
service Signale que la Nation Francoise venoit de rendre a la Nation Angloise 
non Seulement en ne prenant point par ti Contr’elle avec le Nabob de Bengal; 
mais en acceuiilant la ditto Nation chez elle pour lui donner le terns de se 
remcttre de ses premiers desavantages (Comme il paroit par des Lettres de 
remer ciments de M' Pigot luy meme et du Conseil de Madrast a celuy de 
Pondichery) Jointe au refus formel de remplir les conditions d*un Cartel Con- 
venu entre nos Maitres Respectifs quoy qu' accepte d’abord par M' Pigot, et les 
Commissaries nommes di part et d’autre pour se rendre a Sadrast pour regler 
a Famiable les difidcult qni pourroient survenir a son Execution ; me metten 
hors d’Etat visa vis de Ma Gourde pouvoir faire on proposer a Monsieur Coote 
aucune Capitulation pour la Ville de Pondichery. 

Les Troupes du Roy et celles de la Compagnie se rendent faute de Vivres 
prisonniers deGuerre de sa Majfest^ Britaneque aux terms duCartcl que Je 
reilame egaleraent pour tous les habitans Civils et Bourgeois de Pondichery 
ainsy que pour I’exercice de la Religion Romaine, les Maisous Religion hopi- 
taux Aumoniers Chirurgiens, Domestiques m’en remettant a la decision de 
nos deux Cours pour la reparation proportionne6 a la Violation de traittes* 
aussi Solomnels. 

En Consequence Mens' Coote pent prendre pocession demain a Imit heures 
du Matin de la porte Villenour, et apres demain a la meme heure de celles du 
Fort St. Louis, et comme a la force en main it dictera les dispositions ultevieurea 
afacre qni) Jugera Convenables. 

Le demande Seulement par principi de Justia et a humanite qui Ton permette 
d la Mere et aux Socnrs de Reza Saib de chercher unAzile ou bon leiir Semblera, 
on qu dllcs deraeurent prisonniers des Angloes et ne Soient point livreds entre 
les Mains de Mdhdmetalikan eraore te intes du Sang du Mary et du Pere qu dl a 
Verse, a la honte a la Verite de ceux qui le lui ont livrd, mais la honte aussy du 
Commandant de I’Armee Angloise, qui, ne devoit pas laisser Committre une 
pareille Barbarie dans son Camp. 

Comme Je Suis lid par leCortel dans la declaration que Je fais a Monsieur 
Coote, Je Consens que M' du Oonsiel de Pondichery lui fassentleurs representa¬ 
tions Sur ce qui peut Concerner plus immediatement leurs Interests parti- 
culiers et ceux des habitans de la Colonie. 

Fait au Fort Louis de Pondichery le quinze Janvier Mil Sept Cent 
soixante et un, 

LALLY. 


The.particulars of the Capture of Chandernagore having been long since 

transmitted to His Britanick Majesty by 
o. ootM ai»ir^. Officer to whom that place surrender¬ 

ed, Col. Coote cannot.take any cognizance of what passed on that occasion, nor 
can he admit the same as any way relative to the surrender of Pondichery. 

The dilutes which have arisen concerning the Cartel concluded between 
their Britanick'and most Christian Majestys, being as yet undecided Col. 
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Ooote has it not in his power to admit that the Troops of his most Christian 
Majesty and those of the French East India Company shall be deemed 
Prisoners of War to his Britanick Majesty upon the terms of that Cartel, but 
requires that they surrender themselves Prisoners of War at discretion. For 
the same reason Col. Coote cannot admit of any other matter or thing in 
consequence of the said Cartel, but will shew all such indulgences as are 
agreeable to humanity and consistent with the interests of the King his 
Master. 

Col. Coote will send the Grenadiers of hU own Regiment between the 
hours of eight and nine tomorrow morning to take possession of the Villenour 
Gate, and the next morning between the same hours he will also take posses¬ 
sion of the Gates of Fort St. Lewis. 

The Mother and Sisters of Raza Saib shall be escorted to Madras where 
proper care shall be taken for their safety, and they shall n 3t on any account 
be delivered into the hands of Nabob Mahomed A.lly Cawn. 

Given at the Head Quarters at the Camp before Pondichery the 
January 1761. 

EYRE COOTE. 

Translation of the paper sent by M' Lally to Colonel Coote. 

The taking of Chandernagore contrary to the Faith of the Treaties of a 

Translation of papers sent by M' Lally to Colonel Neutrality wllicll CVCr haS suhsisted bc- 

Coote. tween all the European Nations, and 

particularly between the two nations in this part of India, and tliat immedi¬ 
ately after a signal Service which the French Nation had but just before render¬ 
ed to the English Nation, not only in not joining the Nabob of Bengal against 
the English hut in receiving the said Nation in the French Settlements thereby 
to give them time to recover tliose disadvantages they had so lately sustained 
(as appears by the Letters of thanks wrote by M' Pigot himself and by the 
Council of Madras, to the Council of Pondichery) hut also the formal refusal 
to fulfill the conditions of a Cartel concluded between our respective Masters, 
altho’ it had been at first accepted by M' Pigot, and Commissaries had been 
named on both sides who were to meet at Sadras to settle in an amicable 
manner the difficulties which might arise in the execution thereof, put it out 
of my power consistently with what I owe to my Court to make or propose to 
M* Coote auy Capitulation for the Town of Pondichery. 

The Troops of the King and those of the Company surrender themselves 
(for want of Provisions) prisoners of War to His Britanick Majesty upon the 
terms of the Cartel which I claim in like manner for the Civil Inhabitants and 
Burgesses of Pondichery as well as for the exercise of the Romish Religion, 
The houses, Hospitals, Almoners, Suigeons, Servants submitting the 
whole to the decision of our Two Courts for a reparation proportionate to the 
violation of such solemn Treaties. 

In consequence M' Coote may take possession of the Villenour Gate to¬ 
morrow at eight o’Clock in the morning, and the next day at the same hour of 
the Gates of Fort St. Lewis, and as he has the power in his own hands he will 
dictate such ultimate dispositions as he shall think proper. 

I demand only from a principle of Justice and Humanity that the Mother 
and Sisters of Rajah Saib shall be permitted to seek an asylum wherever they 
shall think proper or that they shall remain priscfners to the English, and shall 
not be deliyered into the hands of Mahomed Ally Cawn which are yet 
stained with the blood that he spilt of the Husband & of the Father, to the 
shame indeed not only of those who delivered them up to him, but to the 
shame also of the Commander of the English Army who ought not to have 
permitted such an act of barbarity to be committed in his Camp. 

As I am restrained by the Cartel in the declaration which I make to M, 
Ooote I consent that the Council of Pondichery may make their representations 
to bim in regard to what may immediately concern their particular interests 
and those of the inhabitants of the Colony. 

Hone at Fort St. Lewis of Pondichery the 16lh January 1761. 

LALLT. 
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Articles presented by the Deputies with the Consent of M' Lally in the 
name of the Superior Council of PondicUery containing their representations 
in behalf of themselves and the rest of the Colony. 

Le Conseil Superieur de Pondichery authorise par Monsieur le Oounte de 

Lally Lieutenant-General des Armees 

Articles presented by the Deputies in the name (Jgg a Maieste’treS Chretienne etSOn Com- 
of the Superior Council of Pondichery. . .•*, uri a. •i.j. ^ 

^ missaire dans Unde, a traitter pour Ja 

ditte Ville et ses Hahitans, presente les Articles suivantes a Monsieur le 
Colonel Coote Commandant des Troupes de sa Majeste Britanique Sur la Cdte 
de Coromandel. 

pRKMiBR Article. 

Lors de la Reddition de la Place, il ne sera fait aucun Fort aSes Hahitans, 
leurs maisons seront Conservees et on leur laissera tons leurs Etfets et Merchan¬ 
dises avec POption de les emporter on ils Voudrent, ou de Continuer leur Domi¬ 
cile dans la ditte Ville Comme nouveaux Sujets de sa Majeste Britanique, 
lasquels on traitera Comme on a Coutume de traiter d’anceins Sujets. En 
Consequence, leux qui auront eu cy devaut des possessions, ou autres, Avantages 
ndn Seront ni dechus, ni depouilles. 

Seconde Article. 

On Maintiendra en leur Faveur V Exercise de la Religion Catholique 
Roraaine tel quil a ete pratique Lous la Domination francoise. Les Eglises et 
maisons des Ecclesiastiques et des Religieu Seront conserveds, avec tout ce qui 
leur appartient soit au dedans, soit au dehors de la Ville Les Missionaires auront 
Leherte d’aller ou de venir, et troureront sous le Pavilion Anglois la meme 
Protection que sous Le Pavilion Francois. 

Troisikme Article. 

Non seulement on laissera Subsister dans leur entier tons les Edifues et 
Maisons des Particuliers Soit Laigues, sort ecclesiastiques ou Religieuk mai- 
senoore les Batimens appartenants d la Compagnie ainse que le Fort avec ses 
Magazins et les Mars de la Ville avec toutes ses Fortifications, jusqud ce que 
lesort de ces derniers e’est a dde, de tout ce que appartient en ce Genre de la 
la Compagnie, soit decide par les deux Cours respectives. 

Quatriemb Article. 

Les papier’s du Grette et du Notarial d’ou depend la Fortune des Parti¬ 
culiers seront transportesen France sans aucun obstaile per tille Occasion qui 
Conviendra a Ceux qui en sont charges et que en desneureront les depositaires 
en attendant. 

CiNQTJiBME Article. 

Le Traitesnent stipule dans I’ArticIe premiere cy dessus pour les Habitants 
de Pondichery sera etendu a tons les Membres du Conseil, Employes de la Com¬ 
pagnie officiers etablis dans la ditte Ville et tons autres qui ont ete ou sont 
encord a Son Service et dememe a tous les Marchauds Soit Armeniens Soit de 
telle autre Nation qui se soit fixe’s cy dev ant a Pondichery pour leur 
Commerce. 

SixiEME Article. 

Les Creoles de Maurice et de Bourbon, dont le nombre y comprisling 
Officers et de Quarante Un, tant Sains que blessds on luvalides ayant Servis Sur 
le pied de Volontaires, et n’etant point soldats doivent avoir la Libertd de se 
relirerchez Eux a’la premiere occasion favorable quils eu trouverout. 

Septiemb Article. 

11 sera fourni des sauves Jardes pour empecher les desordres. 

Huitieme Article. 

Tous les Aitioles cy dessus seront Execute’s de bonne Foy. 
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Translation of the Articles presented by the Depntys. 

The Superior Council of Pondichery authorised by the Count de Lally 
TraniiatioD of the Articles presented by the Iiieutenant“General of the .A.miys of his 
Depntys. Most Christian Majesty and bis Commis* 

sary in India, to treat for the said Town and its Inhabitants, present the follow¬ 
ing Articles to Col. Coote Commander of his Pritaniek Majesty*s Troops on 
the Coast of Choromandel. 

First Article. 

Upon the reduction of the place, its Inhabitants shall not in any wise be 
injured. Their houses shall he preserved and they shall retain all their effects 
and Merchandize with liberty of choice to convey them wherever they shall 
think proper or to continue their dwelling in the said Tow-n as new Subjects of 
his Britanick Majesty, and they shall he treated as the old subjects have 
usually been treated accordingly those who have heretofore had possessions or 
other advantages, shall not he deprived of them. 

Second Article. 

They shall he maintained in the exercise of the Eoman Catholick Keligion, 
in the same manner as has been practised under the French Government. The 
Chui'ches and the houses of the Ecclesiasticks and Eeligious persons shall be 
preserved together with every thing thereunto belonging whether they he 
situated without or within the Town. The Missionaries shall have liberty of 
passing from place to place, and shall find under the English Flag the same 
protection as under the French Flag. 

Third Article. 

Not only the buildings and houses belonging to private persons, whether 
Laymen, Ecclesiasticks or Eeligious person shall be left in the condition they 
are but also the buildings belonging to the Company as well as the Fort, the 
Warehouses and the Walls of the Town with all the fortifications untillthe fate 
of these last that is to say every thing of this kind belonging to the Company 
shall he decided by the two respective Courts. 

Fourth Article. 

The papers of the Registry and Notarys Office, on which depend the For¬ 
tunes of the Inhabitants shall be sent to France without any obstacle by such 
Conveyances as they shall think fit who are now charged with them and in 
whose possession they shall in the meantime remain. 

Fifth Article. 

The treatment hereinbefore stipulated by the first Article for the Inhabit¬ 
ants of Pondichery shall he extended to all the members of the Council, 
Company’s Agents, Officers settled in the said Town and all others who have 
been or now are in the Service of the Company, and so in like manner to all the 
merchants, whether Armenians or of any other nation settled heretofore in 
Pondichery for their Trade. 

Sixth Article. 

The Creoles or Natives of Maurituas and of Eourbon amounting in 
number to Wty one including five officers as well those as are in health as 
those who have been wounded or are invalids, having served as Voluntews and 
not being soldiers, should have the liberty of returning to their homes by the 
first good opportunity they may find. 

Seventh Article. 

Safe Guards shall be granted to prevent disorder. 

Eighth Article. 

All the foregoing Articles shall he executed agreeable to good faith. 

The Board are of opinion that measures should be immediately taken for the 
Opinion of the Board that Pondiohery should demolition of Poudichery which is agreea- 
be immediately destroyed. ble to the express Orders of the Company 

440 F. D, 
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conveyed in their General Letter dated the 23^ November 1769, and we doubt 
not that the Admiral and Col. Coote will perceive the expediency thereof. 
Agreed that a letter be wrote to the President to this effect and that we shall 
be glad to have the satisfaction of acquainting our Hon“® Masters of its being 
resolved upon in our express by the London Schooner. 

Received the following Letter from Colonel Coote advising of his taken 
Letter from Colonel Coote adTising of his possession of the Town Sud Citadel of 
taking possession of Pondiohery. Pondichery the 16‘** Instant. 


To—The Hon’ble the President &' Council of Port St. George. 

Gentlemen,—I have the pleasure to acquaint you, that the Garrison of 
Pondichery surrendered themselves Prisoners at discretion on the 16“ Instant, 
in the morning of the same day we took possession of the Villenour Gate and 
in the Evening of the Citadel. 

I beg leave to congratulate you on this happy event and to assure you that 

I am with great Respect and Esteem, 
Head Quabters, Gentlemen, 

IT* January 1761. Tour most obedient humble Servant, 

EYRE COOTE. 


Resolved that a letter be UTote to Colonel Coote to congratuate him in his 

success in the reduction of Pondichery 
and to request of him to tender our pub- 
lick thanks to the Gentlemen of the Army 
for the zeal they have shewn throughout 
this important undertaking also that a 
Letter of congratulation be at the same time addressed to Admiral Steevens. 


Letter for Congratulation to be addressed to 
Col. Coote. 

And the tbanbs of the Board to the Gentlemen 
of the Army for their services on this important 
occasion. Letter of Congratulation also to Admi¬ 
ral Steevens. 


JOHN SMITH. 

CHL' BOIJRCHEIR. 
JOHN ANDREWS. 
RICHARD EAIRFIELD. 


S9* January. 

At a Consultation, Present ; 

John Smith Esq“., Presiding in the absence of the Governor. 

Charles Rourchier. 

John Andrews. 

Samuel Ardlet. 

Dawsonne Drake. 

Richard Eairpield. 
Charles Turner. 

The Governor and Mess" Duprd & Call, At Camp. 


To—J ohn Smith Esq., &® Council of Fort St.'George. 

Gentlemen,— 

I Had the honor of your Letter on the 19“ Instant and return you my 

Letter from Colonel Coote congiatolating upon mOSt Unfeigned thauks for yOUr polite 
the tall of Pondichery. Congratulations on the success of his 
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Majesty’s Arms against Pondichery. I flatter myself that by this acquisition 
the French East India Company will be entirely crushed, and ours on the 
other hand flourish to the height of its wishes. 


HeID QnA.BTERS 
AT Fort St. Lewis, 
23rd January 1761. 


I have the honor to be 


With great Respect & Esteem, 
Gentlemen, 

Tour most obedient humble Servant, 


EYRE COOTE. 


Tuesday 27‘'* Janr^ 1761. 

At a Consultation, Present: 

John Smith, Esq., Presiding in the absence of the Governor, 

Charles Bourcbier. 

John Andrews. 

Samuel Ardlet. 

Dawsonnb Drake. 

Richard Fairfield. 

Charles Turner. 

The two following Letters from the President and Mess” Duprd and Call 
read. 

To—John Smith Esq^, and the rest o£ the Gentlemen of Council at Fort S* George. 


Gentlemen,- 


After much delay and more litigation concerning the Company’s right 
to have possession of the Town of Pondichery, it was found necessary to address 
a Letter to Col. Coote (as the person to whom the Town surrendered and who 
had the actual possession thereof) desiring that it might forthwith be delivered 
over to the President for the|Company. Col. Cpote’s answer was that he had 
consulted the Admirals, and that it was thought necessary a Special Council 
should be assembled and a Council being accordingly assembled, consisting of 
the Commanders in Chief, the King’s Field Officers and some of the Captains of 

Letter from the President & Mess" DaPid snd the Squadron after deliberation the Presi- 
Caii Col. Coote delivers over the Town of Pondi- dent received a letter from M' Steevens and 

M’ Coote deeWng to be informed by what 
Booty snd Piapier; Mess” James Bourchier, authority he demanded the ccssion of the 

Town, he replyed that the demand was 
founded on his Majestys Patent of the 
Jan*^ 1768. We are not yet authen¬ 
tically informed of the result of the 
thrsqnadron toBorabaytorafit^A tonnijrtake Council, but the Town has this day been 
the Seise of Mahio. The Hiahiand ^ment ^eiiyered ovcT to the President. We fal- 

close Copies of the Letters above men- 
tioned. 


CTand Basset & John WhiteMU named on the part 
of tlie Comp^ recommend placing a Garrison in 
Pondichery 400 of the French Prisoners taken 
at Pondichery sent on board the ^uadron. The 
returning of the Bombay & TelUchery Detach¬ 
ments proposed. The Admiral proposes taking 


sent to Madras on account of the great number 
of Prisoners there, proposal for the Army 
to be ordered into Garrison. 
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As the demolition of this place appears to us to be of the greatest conse¬ 
quence to the Company, whose instructions authorise such a step, we would 
not lose a moments time, lest the news of peace should prevent the execution 
if delayed and have therefore given orders to the Engineer to begin imme¬ 
diately upon that work not doubting your concurance which in that case, we 
beg you will be pleased to signify to us. 

The Commanders in Chief of the Squadron and Army having each appoint¬ 
ed three Commissarys to take charge of all the Booty and Plunder taken in 
the Town, we also have appointed three on the part of the^ Company.viz*” 
Mess"* James Bourcbier, Claud Russel and John Whitehill which we hope you 
will approve. 

We think it absolutely necessary that the Garrison of this place should 
consist of about 500 Europeans and as many Seapoys untill the works are de¬ 
molish’d, lest the Enemy’s Squadron should arrive, and make some attempts 
for the recovery thereof after the departure of our Squadron, of which we shall 
speak hereafter. 

As wo have not been consulted upon the steps which have hitherto been 
taken, and being but this day put in possession of the Town, there has not been 
time to make many regulations, indeed we have not yet got from Col, Coote 
the Lists of the JlLlitary nor of the Civil Servants and Inhabitants. 

Considering the numbers of Prisoners already at Madras, which amount 
to more than can be transported to Europe for some time to come, in the 
Ships dispatched from the Coast, and as we think it highly proper that they 
should all be sent home as soon as possible, We have prevailed on the Admiral 
to receive on board the Squadron 400 Prisoners of those taken here in order to 
be transported to Bombay. 

As the Garrison of Bombay is very weak and the Gentlemen there were 
exceedingly pressing, when they sent us the King’s Artillery and the Tellichery 
Detachment, that they should be returned as soon as the Siege was finished, 
We are of opinion they should all be sent back; the Lord Mansfield & Sand- 
toioh may carry the greatest part and the rest, M’ Steevens we believe will 
make no difficulty to receive on board. 

It is doubtful whether the Admiral will not send home the Liverpoole 
with his advices, however even should he do so. We think the London Schooner 
ought to be despatched also as soon as possible with the Duplicates, and the 
Onslow may carry the Triplicates, We are indeed inclin’d to think it will be 
difficult to fit the Liverpoole for such a Voyage, and therefore depend chiefly 
on the London, we prefer this vessel to the Admiral Watson, because the latter 
may probably be useful in re-settling the West Coast. 

In conversation with the Admiral he represents most of the ships of the 
Squadron to be in so bad a condition that were they to remain on the Coast 
this Season, it would be impossible to put them in a condition for Service the 
next, he therefore thinks it most advisable to proceed to Bombay to refit, & 
to send the Elizabeth and Baleine round hither as soon as they are repaired 
and the rest of the Ships also one by one as fast as they can be got ready. 

These intentions of the Admiral’s appears to us the most eligible and 
therefore we have not pressed upon him any expedition to the West Coast 
tho’that Subject has not been wholly omitted. We are however of.opinion 
that the Leopard Snow may proceed thither agreable to the intentions of the 
Gentlemen of Bengal and by the time she returns We may be in a better condi¬ 
tion to undertake an expedition thither if it should be found necessary, for we 
conceive it would be no easy matter, until our Affairs are reduced to better 
order and some plan formed for our future conduct, to collect together all the 
materials for such an undertaking. 

As soon as this place surrendered we recommended that a reinforcement 
should be sent to Madras to remove all hazard that might arise from the 
number of prisoners and the Highland Regiment was accordingly ordered 
thither; a strong party under Major Breston holds Tagada blocked up, when this 
Garrison is formed in the manner afore mentioned and a Detachment made 
(chiefly of Black Troop) for the reduction of Gingee, We advice that the rest 
of the Army be immediately ordered into Garrison, thereby to reduce the heavy 
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elUurge qf Batta,: We recommend this measure because it is as yet uncertaia 
whether it may not he necessary to send some succour to Bengal whilst that 
remains in doubt, we do not. see how a judicious plan of operations can be 
formed and untill such an one can be digested, it would be but bad *economy 
to keep the Troops on Batta, especially at a time when the stated! the Treasury 
requires the utmost frug^ity; from the same principle of economy we think 
all or the greatest part of the black Horse may be disbanded. We shall digest 
this proposal and give you our sentiments on it more fully in our next. 

As Alamparva can be of no benefit to us and may be of much to the 
Enemy, should it be restored at the conclusion of a peace, we think that place 
should also be demolished immediately, as well as Villenourand Arean-Copang. 
The works of Mazulipatam should also we think be leveled. 

■ This Gentlemen is all that occurs to us at present immediately essential; 
many things perhaps in our present disorder may escape us. We shall com¬ 
municate them'as they occur. 

We are with great Esteem, 

Gentlemen, 

PoNDjCHBRT, Your most Ohediept humble Servants, 

24th January 1761. GEORGE PIGOT. 

JAS*. DUPRfi 
JOHN CALL. 

Copies of four Letters enclosed. 

To _^Eyre Coote, Esq., Commander in Chief of the Land Forces. 

Sib, —Altho’ I have already had the pleasure of offering you my congra¬ 
tulations personally on the-important acquisition of Pondichery I cannot refuse 
myself the satisfaction of presenting them again on Ibis first occasion which 
has since offered of addressing you in writing. * • 

As you are well acquainted with the great expence the Company have 
been put to for the maintenance of the Army and how unable they are longer 
to support that charge, I did hope you would have hastened to deliver over 
the settlement of Pondichery to the President and Council of Port St. George 
on behalf of the Company that a great part of those expences might be reduced, 
but as no tender of that kind has yet been made on your part, and those ex¬ 
pences are still running on I cannot consistently with what 1 owe to the Com¬ 
pany avoid any longer making these representations to you, and in consequence 
I do desire that you will deliver over the charge of the said settlement to me 
on behalf of the said Company, • * . • 

I have the honor to be. 

Sir, 

■ Pondichery, Your most obedient humble Servant 

2V* January.1761. GEORGE PIGOT. 

To—G korob PiGOT, Esq. 

Sir,— 

I have this moment the honor of your Letter which I thought proper to 
lay before the Admirals Steevens & Cornish as they are immediately connected 
with me in regard to all Captures vhicU concern his Majesty; and as those 
Gentlemen agree with me in opinion that the Capture of Pondichery is of so 
great consequence to the Interest & Honor of the Crown, that it will absolutely 
be necessary to call together a Select Council before a positive answer can be 
given to your tequOst, you may be assured that no time shall be lost in ^oing 
this, altho’ witk respect to the expence of the. Army I cannot conceive that 

449 F. D 
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any difference can arise whether this place be * in the hands of the ^ng or 
Company. 

• I have the Honor to be, 

SlE, 

Head Quabters, Your most Obedient humble Servant, 

2V* January 1761, ETEE COOTE. 


To— Gbokob Figot Esq®., Governor of Port St. Gterge. 

Sib,:— • 

A Council of War being now assembled to consider on the subject of yOur 
Letter of yesterday’s date to Colonel Coote, we desire that you will please to 
inform us by what authority you demand the cession of this place, to be 
delirered up to the Governor & Council of Fort St. George for the use and 
benefit of the East India Company. 

We are, . . 

Sib, 

PoNDiCHEBT, . Tour Most bumble Servants, 

January 1761, CHAELES STEEVENS. 


BYEE COOTE. 


To— Ch&bles Stbevshs Esq*. 

Bear Admiral of the Red, & Comtnander-in-ChieE of his Majestys Squadron in India 
And To Eyre Coote £eq*.i—Colonel of bis Majestys 81 th Regiment of Foot and 
Commander-in-Chief of the Land Forces on the-. Coast of Coromandel. 

■ Gentlemen,— 

Tha Letter you did me the, honor to write me yesterday has this moment 
been delivered to me, you desire to be informed by wbat authority I demand 
the cession of Pondicbery to the President & Council of Fort St. George on 
behalf of the East India Company. 

To avoid a long detail of circumstances arising from the Charter granted 
to the Company, 1 will confine myself to the Patent which bis Majesty has 
been pleased to grant them bearing date the 14tb day of January 1758, an 
exemplification whereof under the great Seal of Britain is now at Madras, and 
a Copy in my poss^ion here which shall be produced if you think it necessary: 
It is by Virtue of this Patent particularly that I conceive the East Tndm Corn- 
pany or their Agents have a right to he put in possession of all places taken 
in the East Indies. 

1 have the Honor to be, 

PONDICHEBT, GENTLEMEN,. . 

• 23* January 1761, Your most Obedient humble Servant, 

GEOEGE PIGOT. 



Copy of Letter from the President to Etbb Coote, Commander in Chief. 

Sir,— 

As I find it necessary for the s^ice that the King’s Detachment of 
Copy of a Letter from the Frendent to CoL Artillery which came from Bomhay and 
Coote rdating to the diepoearof the Army. also the Tellichery Detachment should 

be returned by the Ships shortly to sml for that Coast, give me leave to desire 
you will order that Detachment of Artillery to march into this place that they 
may he embarked accordingly as well as the Tellichery Detachment. 

Considering - the present circumstances of affairs it is impossible to form 
any plan for the operation of the Army because it*is as yet uncertain whether 
it may be necessary to send any succour to Bengal or not, in the meantime 
the state of our Treasu^ puts it out of our power to defray the great charges 
of the Army in the Field, 1 have therefore recommended to the Council at Fort 
St. George that what Troops shall remain in the Field (after the Garrison of 
this place shall he settled, such a Detachment made as you shall think neces* 
sary for the reduction of Gingee, and the Bombay Troops put in orders for 
embarkation as aforementioned) be marched into Garrison at Cuddalore that 
ail Batta and other Field Charges may he out off as soon as possible. 

The Troops being at Cuddalore may be as ready for embarkation or to 
take the Field as occasion may require as if they were at Madras and he more 
conveniently lodged which indeed is my principle motive for proposing 
Cuddalore, however if you had rather that your Begiment should be at Madras 
and approve of having Pandalls built for them either upon the Island or at 
Chindadre Fettah I shall have no objection tbo’ that will be attended with 
much trouble and some charge which may he avoided by placing thdm in 
Cuddalore. 

1 have also recommended to the Council that all or as many as possible of 
the black Cavalry he immediately disbanded as their future service will not in 
all probability be equivalent to their pay. You will in a few days receive a 
letter from me and the Council to the foregoing effect in the meantime 1 recora* 
mend to yqu to take all necessary preparative measures. 

As tho 400 Prisoners on hoard the Squadron will he as many as can he 
disposed of at Bombay, I think Trichenopoly the properest place for the 
remainder, Madras being already encumber’d with too many, yon Sir who are 
acquainted with the number still remaining here will he able to judge wbat 
escort will be proper to send to Trichenopoly with them, and I would recom* 
mend that that Garrison he reinforced with 20 or 30 Englishmen which may 
make a part of the Escort, the sooner they are sent away the better, as they 
occupy at present the Hospital which is wanted for the sick. 




I have the Honor to be. 

■ 


SXB, 

PONmOHEBT, 


Your most Obedient humble Servant, 

.26'* Janmry 1761, 


GEOEGB PIGOT. 

• • 

« 

• • •. * 


To—The Hononmble the President and Council of Fort St. George. 

Gentlemek,— 

Your reasons for the request yon were pleased to make me, to resume the 
Letter from Cd. Coote. • Command of the Army after the misfor- 

deeiree Conreyaneee be provided for him tune of Col. Monson’s being WOUnded 
ts^rooeed mth hie Eegimeut toBengei pequest’ I shaU always hold as a 



16 


particular honor doue me being now by the reduction of Pondichery of no 
further weight) and as I have already signified to you the orders I received from 
his Majesty’s Secretary at War to repair to Bengal to which place I was first des¬ 
tined and where my particular appointments by the Company are fixed, I beg 
leave to request that proper conveyances may be ordered as soon as possible to 
carry me and my Eegiment to that settlement, and at the same time to assure 
you that I am and ever shall be ready to do the Company any services- in my 
•power. 


I have the Honor to be, 

Head Qdaetbrs at Oulgarev, With great Respect & Esteem, 

The Janr’' 1761. Gentlemen, 

Your Most Obedient humble Servant, 
EYRE COOTE. 


Letter from Culonel Coote read as follows. 

To—The Hou’ble the Preadent & Council of Fort St. George, 
Gentlemen,— 


I had the honor of addressing you on the 26th Instant to request that you 

L,ii.r from Col. Coot. conTejanUes as soon 

, as possible to be .got ready, for the trans- 
porting me and my Eegiment to Bengal. As ir. is of eery material conseoneZ 
to me to knonr yonr determination on that head, I beg leare a;ain to tmuble 
you, m orfer that I may regulate myself by it. I cannot imagine you willin the 
least hesitate in grantmg my request as the motlre irliloh induced me to 
remain on the Coast riter the wound Colonel Slonson reoeired no fonger mb. 
siats and i is with pleasure I am informed that that Gentleman is so well re- 
eoyered, as to he able to take upon him the command w"" whioli the Kint. has 
lieen plrased to honor him and which I cannot with propriety hold longer with- 
out disobeying the orders I have reoeired. Agreable to .M' Pilot’s desira T am 
prepatmg Contonments at Cuddalore for the remainder of the °Armr which I 
hope will he ready to reoeire them in four or fire days; tho’ if any proyision 
could be made at for my Eegiment I should think it would be mZ 

eonyenient to embark it from theuee, parUoularly as all our Stores are there 


I hare the Honor to be, with great Eespect and Esteem, 


Head Quarters, 
Juri> 1761 


Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient humble Servant, 
EYRE COOTE. 
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Monday, 2ud March 1761. 

At a Goksultatiok, Fbesent: 
Geobob Pioot Esq*" Governor^ President. 
John Smith. 

Dawsonne Drake. 
Richard Fairfield. 


Charles Bourchieb. 

John Andrews. 

Samuel Abdlbt. 

John Gall. 

«**•««« 

The following Letter from Colonel Coote is laid before the Board and Read. 

To—The Hon’ble the President and Conncil of Fort St. George. 


Gentlemen,— 

It is needless I imagine to trouble you with a repetition of the orders I 
T XX t 1 r. X received from his Majesty in regard to 

Letter from Colonel Coote. . , x -n ’’ i ^ .. 

my going down to Bengal as well as the 
reason of my being detained here after I had received those orders. When 


Purposes 'going to Bengal in a Country Ship 


the reason for the latter ceased to subsist 


and desired to know the Intention of the Board I applycd to yoU for a passage fOT mysftlf 
with regard to his Regiment. and Regiment, that Ms Majesty’s orders 

might be complied with as soon as possible and the Command here devolve on 
the Gentleman whom he had been pleased to appoint for it; As you seemed 
by your answer to me then, not to be able to reply to me in a positive manner 
to my request, is the reason why I now again trouble you on that head, at the 
same time acquaint you that as there is a Country Ship called the Ganges 
ready to sail to Bengal (and on which I intend taking my passage) I think it 
necessary to know your determinate resolution with regard to my Regiment 
before I go that I might regulate my Letters to the Ministry accordingly. I 
beg by this opportunity to take my leave of the Gentlemen of the Board and 
to assure you that. 


Fort S‘ George. 
^march 1761. 


1 am, 

With the greatest Respect and Esteem, 
Gentlemen, 

Your most Obedient humble Servant, 


EYRE COOTE. 


Wrote and sent the following Letter to Colonel Coote pursuant to the Resolutions of ifes* 
terday. 

To— Etna Cootb Esq'Comniander-in-Chief. 


Sir,— 


We have received the Letter you did us the honor to write us yesterday 

acquainting us with your intention of 
Letter to Col. Coote. Proceeding to Bengal on the Ganges and 

desiring to know our resolution w^” regard to your Regiment. 


449 F. D. 
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It is with the greatest pleasure Sir, we are to acquaint you that since we 
bad the honor to write to you upon this subject the 29““ January we have 
received advice from Bengal of a compleat Victory being obtained there over 
the Shawzsddah, that M' Law with the party of French under his command 
were made Prisoners and their Cannon and Stores taken with them, and by 
private advices so late as the February there was the greatest appearance of 
the disturbances here being at an end. 

This favorable turn in our affairs at Bengal will we hope make it un¬ 
necessary to send thither any further Force and enable us when M Steevens 
returns again with the Squadron to undertake an Expedition which the Presi¬ 
dent acquaints us he has imparted to you, and which is recommended to us in 
a very particular manner by the Company who tell us they have sent directions 
to the other two Presidencies to co-operate with us, but should any unfortunate 
event make it hereafter necessary to send your Regiment to Bengal, convey¬ 
ances will not be wanting, and the approaching season will be more favorable 
than the present; in that case they may be embarked, but till we hear from the 
Gentlemen of Bengal upon this subject it is doubtless most recommendable that 
your Regiment continue on the Coast. 

If M' Monson be sufficiently recovered to receive the Command from you, 
we cannot ask your continuance with us, but on the other hand if that Gentle* 
man should be unable to act we should think ourselves under the same neces¬ 
sity of desiring your stay as we had in September last, and we should be the 
stronger urged to it from the just sense we have of your services to our affairs, 
and in the confidence we should place in you upon all future Expeditions. 

We have the Honor to be, 

Sib, 

Post S* Geobge, Your most Obedient humble Servants, 

3'“ Maroh 1761. GEORGE PIGOT &“ COUNCIL. 


N. D. 


G. L C. P. 0.—No. m f. D.-I.4.95.—600.-J. N. D. 



Proceedings of the Secret Select Committee from 5th January to 28th 

December 1761. 


Monday. Fort William, the 5th January 1761. 

At a Select Committee present: 

The Hon’ble Henry Vansittart, President, 

Peter Amtatt, Esq. 

William Ellis, Esq. 

W. B. Sumner, Esq. 

Read, approved, and signed the Proceedings of the 25th ultimo. 

Received the following letter from Colonel Cailland and Major Carnac, dated at Jaffur Cawn’s 

Gardens, the 26tb of December:— 

Hon’blb Sir and Sirs,—W e have now the honor to address yon on the 
mbject of our negotiation with the Prince. In the Colonel’s last letter, under 
date the 4th instant, he informed you that he had wrote to the Prince desiring 
him to send a person of character and in his confidence through whom we might 
be acquainted with his pleasure. The person who carried the letter brought 
back an answer requiring that we on our side will first send a person in our 
confidence to let him (tlie Prince) know our demands. In'this interim 
arrived Shaikh Abdoulah, a Vaqueel from the Nawab to the Prince; to him we 
have joined in Commission on Rajah Shitabroy. Mr. Amyatt can inform the 
Board of his character and capacity. Enclosed for your full information are the 
copies of our instructions to the Vaqueels, as also of our letters to the Prince 
and Komdar Cawn. 

By a letter to the Colonel from the Governor, dated the 9th instant, with a 
copy of one to him from the Prince, we find all the demands made by Raja 
Dulubram are complied with. We are to have the sunnuds for the Subahsh’ip 
and liberty of appointing a Deputy Subah. Saids are excluded and of conse¬ 
quence Cossim Ally Cawn. This we think should not be after the engagements 
we have entered into with him not to reconcile any part of the demands with the 
treaty subsisting between us. We are in hopes your next letter will settle this 
point and therefore as yet we have made no demand from the Prince. It ap¬ 
pears to us impossible that we and the Nawab should make peace separately, and 
we flatter ourselves this will be your opinion, and that your next instructions 
will enable us to work on a more regular plan than the one at present. Till 
therefore we know for certain what we are to ask, we shall make no other de- 
mands than those you will see contained in our instructions to the Vaqueels. 
As we are convinced the Prince will never consent to give up Monsr. Law, we 
have only insisted on his being dismissed from his presence, and even this we 
believe will meet with difficulty. 

Your last favor, gentlemen, was dated the 4th, and the Colonel has just 
received a letter from one Juggurnaut, Vaqueel of Raja Dulubram, sent by 
Mr. Holwell some months ago to the Prince’s camp. He informs him of his 
having left the camp, that Homdar Cawn had overset everything, that the 
Prince was only endeavouring to amuse and if possible to betray us, and that he 
has no intention of putting so much power in our hands. W’e find he has ac¬ 
tually wrote to the Nawab that he will never give us the sunnuds, and that the 
Nawab has sent a copy of the letter to the Governor. We truly wish the de¬ 
mand had never been made, and we think it cannot be too soon dropt. 

Mr. Swinton, we hear, is on his return with Nobit Roy, who is to bring a 
supply of money. It would be fortunate if some method could be fallen on to 
satisfy the Nawab’s troops, but as all means which we could think on have been 
tried without success, we fear this cannot be effected but by the presence of the 
Nawab himself. 

We have asked for the money advanced by Mr. Amyatt to Rajabullub, 
but we have little room to expect it will be returned to us at least for some 
time. » 


4 A 
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Since finishing the foregoing, the Colonel has received your favor of the 
15th, As our Vaqueels are arrived at the Prince’s camp, and we daily expect to 
have an account of their reception, we judge it advisable to learn the result 
of their embassy before we advance nearer to the Prince. We hope we shall be 
able to send you a satisfactory relation thereof by the Colonel, who proposes set¬ 
ting out for Calcutta in two or three days. 


Yesterday the President received the following letter from Captain Martin IVhite from Camp 
at Battasy, Cabang, dated the 29th December :— 

Hon’ble Sir, —I make no doubt but report will bring you the news of an 
action I have had with the combined forces of the Burdwan Eaj Missery Cawn, 
Dundar Sing, the faquirs,* and a party from Beerboon at the pass of the river 
between Burdwan and Sangotgola. 

The cause and progress of the affairs was this: On the 25th I wrote the 
Raja for ten thousand rupees and then informed him of my knowledge of an 
accommodation between him and us. I gave him the strongest assurances of my 
care of his people and country, but told him I must of necessity pass near his 
capital at the ford at Sangotgola. He sent me a Vaqueel to insist on my going 
back and that he would send the money to me: but I sent him word that it 
was impossible for me to return, and that my proceeding would be by no means 
injurious to him; he sent me word that he could not depend on my promise 
and that his troops and allies would dispute my passage. I however proceeded 
to the banks of the river and encamped at noon on the 27th. I then sent a 
man to the Raja to tell him again that I had your directions to befriend and 
protect him, and that I only wanted this money upon a bill of the Company. 

His head harcar was sent over to me to learn these truths from my mouth, 
and on his return the Raja ordered the money out of the treasury, and was 
going to send it to me, but for Missery Cawn and the other heads of the troops, 
who seized on the money, and put guards over the treasury. 

The head harcar returned and told me this as well as several other secrets 
very useful to me, which I got from him by dint of money and some rum; and 
yesterday, while I was viewing the pass and making the road to it, I wrote to 
know their ultimate resolution that I might know whether to consider them as 
a friend or foe. Upon this there was an officer of distinction sent over to speak 
to me, and after having heard that part of your orders to me concerning the 
Raja, he desired I would send my sircar to receive the money. I accordingly 
sent him with the officer, and they both returned, and told me they would not 
send me a farthing unless 1 either returned back or took the road to Cutwa: 
the same officer by dint of that infallible intelligence told me they had resolved 
on preventing my junction with Major Torke, and that as they had got 
notice of my having been to view the pass they were going to order all their 
guns and troops there at night in order to obstruct me. That there were ten 
guns there already, and they were going to send twelve more. 

My orders from you must have been considered by them as in the light of 
cowardice, and my pacific disposition only served to increase their insolence. 
Join Major Yorke I must at all events, since I had notice of the arrival of the 
Morattoes, and there was but this alternative, either to risque an action or 
return with dishonor and disgrace. On the former I determined, and the instant 
gave orders for the troops to march, I had the satisfaction to see a very pleasing- 
emulation in the whole party from the first to the last, and even the very 


• “ The persons with whom the disturbance began were as unlike vagrant faquirs as possible. They 
were a sect of quietists—Hindu quakers. as they have been termedSadhs or Satndmis, who acknowledge one 
(jod only, ofFor worship to no idol or created thing ; who enjoin truth as the first of virtues, who prescribe self- 
denial, temperance and continence, prohibit the use of all stimulating drugs and liquors, and forbid the assump¬ 
tion of the mendicant marks and raiment, and the acceptance of alms. (Trans. E. As. Society, Vol I, 251; and 
As. Res., Vol. XVI, 2OT.) They of course follow a secular life; one of them was engaged in the cultivation of 
his land, when some dispute arose between him and the peon, or revenue watchman set to look after tbe Govern¬ 
ment share of the crop; the dispute ended in an affray, in which the peon was worsted; he returned to the 
charge with some of his companions: the Satndmi was aided by his fellows, and the Revenue officers were put 
to the rout. This success inspirited the people of the country to make common cause with the Sddhs, and their 
strength became formidable; troops were sent against them, but they were defeated, and then a notion of their 
invincibility spread amongst the Mohammedans.”— (Wilton). 
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Cooleys seemed sensible of the insolence of these people and vyed with each 
other who should the most effectually promote revenge. In 13 minutes the 
tents, &c., were struck and everything in motion by 3 o’clock yesterday afternoon. 
The oflBcer in the meantime returned and I soon saw their army in motion 
towards the pass to oppose our passage. The part of the bank where I was to 
descend was almost perpendicular, and therefore required some time to cut it. 
During this time I brought up the guns and cannonaded the enemy across the 
river while the front sepoys were grossing over under this cover, and I soon 
found the whole over without much difficulty. 

They took possession of a large village on our left, but a few grape and the 
left wing of sepoys soon dislodged them with great slaughter. The sand was 
very heavy for the cannon, which now was drawn by cooleys to my great sur¬ 
prise, but on getting up the bank we found ourselves on a fine extensive 
plain, where the guns did good service; before 6 o’clock, we drove them out 
of their intrenchments, encamped in their place, took ten pieces of cannon 
from six to two-pounders, and a great deal of useless plunder, which the 
sepoys, cooleys, &c., made their property. All the officers agree with me in 
opinion that there are above 500 killed dead on the spot and of course double the 
number wounded. I did not lose a man, but had two Europeans and nine sepoys 
wounded. The guns I have dismounted and nailed up, because I had neither 
cattle nor time to take any of them with me. 

Immediately after I had encamped I wrote a letter to the Eaja, desiring 
him to stay in his house and rest in safety, for, notwithstanding what had 
happened, I would by no means do him any injury unless he gave me fresh 
provocation. That there was yet a probability of his being on terms of friend¬ 
ship with the English, but that he must learn from this never to prescribe 
rules for our conduct in future. I accordingly marched at 5 o’clock this 
morning in order to remove their fear; but on the road round the town 
where I was obliged to pass I was informed by the barcars* that Eaja and all 
were gone out of the town and fort, and that there was about seventy guns in the 
latter without a soul to take care of them. I now know the road and I believe 
the method how to take that place were it ever necessary, but at present, as I 
only found myself obliged to make use of force to clear my way, I passed the 
fort and tow’n without going into either. I posted safeguards to protect the 
people and their property, and upon the whole. Sir, I find a self-inward appro¬ 
bation with what has passed. This day I have two letters from the Major at 
Boadagaum about 30 coss hence. He informs me of the arrivals of Morattoes 
at Noona Ootunga. The Beerboonese at Aundara, and that a party of two 
thousand Morattoes had been detached to Dackbarry on the road between the 
Major and Burdwan. He mentions the probability of my coming up with 
that party before they know of my coming; but this action, together with the 
flying party befoi’e me, will inform them of ray approacli, and I make no doubt 
give them excuse to fear attempting an engagement. I have w'rote the Major 
that I march that way as I am informed it is both the nearest and best way, 
and I think if they do not move before my arrival there is a chance of my 
paying them a visit the last day of this year. 

The road this whole day’s march was covered with haccarys, baggage, &e., 
all of small value. The most considerable booty is a number of letters, some from 
the Shahzadah, which I shall give to the Major and which may give him some 
useful intelligence. I have desired him to give me notice of the motions of the 
enemy, and that if he should apprehend ms in any danger to march and meet 
me. This reason will teach him no doubt before receipt of my letter. Tomor¬ 
row I have promised to write him. 

All the officers with me agree that there was at least ten thousand men in 
arms against us yesterday, and I very truly hope, and it is my opinion, this may 
be attended with some good consequences. If you had good terms from the 
Baja before, this may give cause to make them better. I hope you will make 
him pay for the ammunition that was expended yesterday, which was pretty 
considerable. 

* Hurcarra, Harrara, a tnessen^r, a courier, an emissary, a spy.—( Wilson.) “ Hurcars or spi'js.”—( j4 Voyage 
from England to India in the year 17S4, by Edvard Ires.) 

A 2 
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The officers and men behaved very well. I have thought them worthy 
thanks, a nd this day gave it them in public orders. 

I hope you have received my lettem of the 16th, 20th, and 26th instant, and 
shall esteem myself obliged to you for this information and whether you have 
heard anything of the money. All the harcars that I have sent out to look for 
it are out yet, and fear it has fallen in the hands of somebody in want of such 
a sum. 

The only comfort I have on this occasion is the certainty of your making 
the country pay it, and that I find my people extremely contented in their pre¬ 
sent circumstances, and even the private soldiers have offered to lend me what 
little money they have amongst them to pay the cooleys. In four days more 
I shall be with the Major when I shall be able to remove this grievance. 


Agreed, we write the following to Major Carnac:— 

Sir, —We have this day received a 1 etter addressed to us by you and Colo¬ 
nel Cailland under date the 26th ultimo by which we conclude he has left you 
some time and is on his way to Calcutta* 

Our only motive for directing Rajabullub Ram to demand of the Prince 
sunnuds for the Subahship in the name of the Company was, that we at that 
time thought it the most easy and effectual means to obtain what has since 
been granted by Gossim Ally Cawn, and to put a speedy end to the war. To 
remove all suspicions in him that we are acting secretly or contrary to his true 
interest, copies of all the letters the President has received from the Prince 
have been transmitted to him; nor have we any thoughts of concluding peace 
or entering into any alliances independent of him. We therefore entirely 
approve of your carrying on the negotiation jointly with the NawaVs agent, and 
the terms we desire are only a confirmation to Cossim Ally Cawn of the Subah¬ 
ship, and to the Company a ratification of their present possessions and privi¬ 
leges. But we now almost despair of any accommodation being brought about 
with the Shahzadah, and therefore most strenuously recommend to you pushing 
on the war with the utmost vigour. 

Captain White with his detachment being reduced to the necessity of 
coming to an action with the Raja of Burdwan engaged him on the 29th 
ultimo so successfully that we do not apprehend anything further to oppose 
his progress towards Major Yorke, who, when we last heard from him, was 
within a few days’ march of Beerboon. This force when joined will we doubt 
not be sufficient to prevent the Prince’s entering that part of the country, and 
we hope will prove the means of his being brought to a decisive battle either 
with you or Major Yorke. 

The money advanced by Mr. Amyatt to Rajabullub has been accounted 
for by the Nawab. 

(Sd.) HENRY VANSITTART, 

„ P. AMYATT. 

„ W. ELLIS. 

„ W. B. SUMNER. 


Fort William, the 19th January 1761. 

At a Committee present : 

, The Hon*ble Henry Vansittart, Preaident. 

Peter Amyatt, Esq. 

William Ellis, Esq. 

W. B. Sumner, Esq. 

The Proceedings of the 13th instant were read, approved, and signed. 

The 16th instant we received the following letter from Major Camac, dated the 5th 
instant, near Futwa:— 

Gentlemen, —I did myself the honor of addressing you the 1st instant 
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and acquainted you with the then state of affairs and my resolution to march 
to Putwa the next day. Accordingly I moved thither with the army, and the 
day after arrived Ensign Swinton (whose diligence and dispatch cannot be too 
much commended) with the three lacks for Rajabullub’s troops, but I don’t 
find the Nawah is making any disposition towards or has any intention of 
discharging even a part of the immense arrear due to them. The men are so 
fully convinced of this, for as to the sums sent I have already observed to you 
they do not near answer their wages for the time employed in procuring, that 
they are grown desperate, and no service can he expected from them. The 
Jematdars indeed, as many as could, followed me, but some of the principal 
w’ere surrounded by their own people, and not permitted to stir, nor would they 
have been released, but that their sepoys came on for the sake of their dividend 
of their treasure brought up by Mr. Swinton. The little expectations I have of 
the Nawab’s troops proceeding further, and the fears of Eamnarain while they 
remain so near the city, a considerable number of the rabble continuing also 
still within it, have obliged me to halt here so long. The Jematdars were 
with me yesterday evening and fairly told me that though they were ready 
personally to attend me they could not bring on their people, for as they bad 
not the means of subsisting even here, were they to advance at a greater dis¬ 
tance from the city, where everything would be scarcer and of course dearer, 
they must of necessity starve both themselves and their horses. The two Ma¬ 
harajas have exhausted every argument to engage my halting here longer, but 
as I don’t see how the evil can be removed, nay on the contrary the difficulties 
for want of money daily increase, I have resolved to pursue my march, and 
have only consented at their earnest request to remain till the 17th. I shall 
then move to Mutwan between four and five coss towards the Shahzadah, 
who is now at Survan about eleven or twelve coss to the south-east of us. As 
I shall probably have few or none with me but our own forces I cannot ven¬ 
ture to part with any of the Europeans, but I shall leave with Mr. McGuire 
seven hundred sepoys : the officers, commissioned and non-commissioned, appoint¬ 
ed to them, with those who have charge of the troop horses, and the men in the 
hospital, most of whom are upon the recovery, will make a body of fifty Euro¬ 
peans. This force I think sufficient for the defence of Patna, while we keep 
within twenty coss, for should the Prince avoid fighting and wheel round to 
the city I can always by a forced march get there time enough to save it, 
and should I be under the necessity of following him to Bengal I will then 
leave such a detachment therein as shall secure it from the danger it was ex¬ 
posed to last year, w hen, had it not been for the singular good conduct of Mr. 
Amyatt, and the almost incredible march of Captain Knox, it must have fallen 
into the hands of the enemy. 

I cannot too often repeat, gentlemen, the extreme difficulties we here labor 
under through the inability of or want of disposition in the new Nawah to pay 
off the troops. Whatever may be the reason he has as yet made very little pro¬ 
gress in removing the grievance, which was one of the principal causes of the 
displacing his predecessor. 

It gives me particular satisfaction, gentlemen, to inform you that your own 
army shows the utmost readiness and an extreme impatience to meet the enemy; 
but this order on the side of the men will soon abate if they once feel the want 
of money. Such is our present pressing exigency that I am now about to write 
to Mr. McGuire, who to my great concern has brought up no treasure with 
him, to supply me with all the money he may have in the Company’s Treasury 
at Patna, though I am but too sensible the investments of saltpetre must suf¬ 
fer thereby. The President, in a letter to Colonel Cailland, mentions his having 
wrote to Mr. Batson to despatch to us two lakhs by the return of Ensign Swin¬ 
ton, but none arrived by him. 

I have the honour to be, with great respect, &c., 

(Sd.) JOHN CARNAC. 


Agreed, we send the following answer to the above letter from Major Carnac- 

Sib, —We have received your favors of the 1st and 5th instant and highly 
approve of your having taken the field. All prospects of coming to an accom- 
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modation with the Shahzadah being cut off, we doubt not but you will vigor¬ 
ously pursue the war, and use your utmost endeavour to drive him out of these 
provinces, and thereby restore the country to its former tranquility. 

By letters from Mr. Batson at Cossimbazar we have the pleasure to find he 
had transmitted to the Chief, &c., at Patna two lakhs of rupees, which we hope 
will enable them to supply your drafts for a considerable time if that economy 
is preserved which we are persuaded you will recommend and attend to. 

We cannot help repeating how solicitous we are that affairs should be 
brought to a speedy issue, for the present military expenses are such that even 
the very valuable possessions the Company have acquired will scarcely bear 
the continuance of. 

We are not a little surprised that so much money should have been laid out 
and so much time should have elapsed without our having received an account 
in what manner any part of it has been disposed of. We therefore desire you 
will call upon the Paymaster and Commissary and direct them to transmit to 
us their accounts of their disbursements, and shall hereafter depend on your 
taking care that they are regularly sent every month. 

The Nawab informs the President that Roy Nobeit has been sent to the 
army to adjust the accounts. Whenever they are settled the Nawab promises 
to pay off the balance either in cash or by tuncaws.* 

We are, with much esteem, &c., 

(Sd.) HENRY VANSITTART. 

„ P. AMY ATT. 

„ W. B. SUMNER. 


Port William, the 22nd January 1761. 

At a Committee present : 

The Hon’ble Henry Vansittart, President, 

Peter Amyatt, Esq. 

William Ellis, Esq. 

W. B. Sumner, Esq. 

The Proceedings of the Committee of the 19th instant being wrote fair were now read, 
approved, and signed. 

We had this day the pleasure to receive the following letter from Major Carnac date.! 
the 13th instant^ near Behar ’ 

Gentlemen, —The measure of my wishes is filled, and I have had the good 
fortune to answer the expectations of some of you and to disappoint the diflB- 
dence of others. Thanks to the bravery and good behaviour of your troops we 
have obtained a complete victory. Being, and not without reason, under some 
apprehensions of the Nawab’s troops, I pushed on before them, crossed a deep 
river (the Suan) close in the face of the enemy, and pushed them from bank 
to bank above three eoss. Observing the Prench covered their retreat, I made 
one great effort at them which has decided the affair. Mons. Law with I believe 
most of his people and all his guns are taken. I have not time at present to be 
more particular, but shall write to you fully tomorrow. The army is so tired 
with the pursuit, and our guns so far in the rear, that I have been oblio-ed to 
halt, but shall continue the pursuit as early as possible tomorrow. You will 
excuse my writing on such a piece of paper, but none of our baggage is up, and 
I would not defer a moment advising you of our success. ’ 

I have the honor to be, &c., 

_ (Sd.) JOHN CARNAC. 


Agreed, we defer replying to the above letter till we hear further from the 
Major. 

__^_^Sd.) HENRY VANSITTART. 

* Tunc, Tuncaw, Ac. Pert., Hind., tankhw^. Properly an assignment on the revenue of a parti- 
cttlar locality m favour of an individual. “These rescripts are called tuncaws, and entitle the holder to receive 
to the amount from tlie treasuries ♦ * as the revenues come in.” Hobson-Jobsoxi.—Co/oneZ Yule, 
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Port William, the 26th January 1761. 

At a. Committee present : 

The Hon’ble Henry Vansittart, President. 

Peter Amyatt, Esq. 

William Ellis, Esq. 

W. B. Sumner, Esq. 

Thp Proceedings of the 22nd instant being wrote fair were read, approved, and signed. 

We this day received the following letter from Major Yorke, dated the 22nd instant at 
Cungarpur:— * , 

Hon’ble Sir and Sirs, —I have received your favor of the 13th instant. 
Your order for me to proceed with the Nawah to Patna and to have a part of 
my detachment in this country shall he punctually obeyed. 

I am extremely happy in finding my conduct hitherto honored with your 
approbation, the continuance of which I shall ever be ambitiously studious to 
deserve. 

It gives me the greatest satisfaction that I have the honor to offer you my 
congratulations on Major Carnac’s late victory over the Shahzadah, the con¬ 
sequence of which, with the additional success of our arms in the province, will, 
I trust, be a lasting peace to the country. 

I have the honor to be, with the greatest respect, 

Hon’ble Sir and Sirs, 

Your most obedient and faithful servant, 

(Sd.) MARTIN YORKE. 


The “ Priuce Edward ’’ being ready to sail for Madras. 

Agreed, vt'e write the gentlemen of tbe Select Committee there as follows:— 

Since our last address (duplicate of which is enclosed) we have had the 
satisfaction to learn from Major Camac that on the 13th instant he engaged 
and put to flight the Shahzadah and his adherents. Our troops closely pur¬ 
suing the enemy, Mons. Law and the major part of his party with all his* guns 
were taken. 

This success will we hope prove the means of the Shahzadah’s being drove 
out of these provinces and of the country’s being restored to its former tran¬ 
quility, as we have reason to believe the Shahzadah’s being supported by this 
party of Prench has for a considerable time greatly encouraged him and his 
dependants. 

We have the honor to be, &c., 

(Sd.) HENRY VANSITTART. 

The 26th January 1761. „ P. AMYATT. 

„ W. B. SUMNER. 


Fort William, the 28th January 1761. 

At a Committee present: 

The Hon’ble Henry Vansittart, President. 

Peter Amyatt, Esq. 

William Ellis, Esq. 

W. B. Sumner, Esq. 

We this day received the following letter from Major Carnac, dated the 17th instant, on 
the banks of the Sukkerry:— 

Gentlemen, —I did myself the honor the day before yesterday of acquaint¬ 
ing you with our success against the Shahzadah. I now send the list of the 
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European prisoners I have taken, with the copy of the parole subscribed to by 
Mons. Law and six other gentlemen; the prisoners I dispatched this morning to 
Patna under an escort of two companies of sepoys and desired Mr. McGuire to 
send them down to Calcutta as soon as possible, except ten men, nine w hereof 
were deserters from us and pardoned by me at Mons. Lawn’s earnest request, and 
one offered to list with us: these I left to Mr. McGuire’s option either to keep 
with him or not. Mons. Law’s w'hole artillery, consisting of eight light pieces 
of cannon, fell into our hands, but they were lodged in a kind of bog whence 
they could not be moved without detaining the army, which I w'ould not do at 
this juncture upon any account. I therefore ordered the carriages to be burnt, 
and left the cannon till we have more leisure to take them away. It gives me 
particular pleasure to inform you that we have not lost a man in the action, 
but a few of the Nawab’s troops, who had got up near our rear, suffered consi¬ 
derably from the explosion of one of the French tumbrels. It seems the enemy 
had laid a train to it in hopes it would catch while our Europeans w'ere storm¬ 
ing the battery, but fortunately we were advanced two or three hundred yards 
in the pursuit before it had effect, and the whole shock was sustained by the 
foremost of the Nawab’s people, who were blown up to the number of near four 
hundred whereof seventy or eighty died on the spot. I was fortunate in having 
so good a second as Captain Knox, and wish 1 could have kept him longer with 
the army; but as he now looks on the fighting part of the campaign as being over 
he has pressed me so strongly for leave to resign that I could not refuse; indeed 
so violent is his longing to return to his native country that it amounts to a 
disease, and it would be a degree of cruelty to detain him. I am also much 
obliged to Captain Bradbridge for the success of the day, as it was owing to 
the execution and good service of his artillery that the first panic seized the 
enemy; nor can I sufficiently commend all your officers without distinction 
for their good behaviour, and I must observe to the honor of your troops, both 
Europeans and sepoys, that when they advanced upon the French guns, though 
they were totally exposed to them above the distance of four hundred yards, 
and had they been properly pointed must have been galled considerably by 
them, yet they never once deigned to take their muskets from their shoulders. 
It luckily happened the French w^ere too much frightened to be able to take 
aim and their guns were so much elevated that all the shot went over us. I 
need not recommend to you, gentlemen, the expediency of sending a letter of 
thanks to the army as you are, I am persuaded, equally sensible with mvself 
that such a public mark of your approbation cannot fail exciting in them an 
ardent desire to merit still more from you hereafter. The Prince is now flying 
before us; we are got into his track, but we cannot yet precisely learn whither 
lie is bound; however, if I can get the army along I hope to press him so closely 
that he shall not himself be able to decide where he will go. Should the reverse 
of his fortune make him alter his note, and he in his distress offer to come over 
to us (as he once did to Colonel Clive), I should be glad to have your orders 
how to behave on the occasion. 

We are now in Komdar Cawn’s country and have got there in the nick of 
time: a very little longer delay W'ould have deprived us of its harvest whicli 
promises being a very considerable one. Never w^as there a fairer prospect of 
plenty, and from the care w hich Komdar Cawn has caused to be taken of this 
district wdiile all the rest of the country was depopulated, it is evident he hoped 
to secure the collection to himself; however he is likely to be disappointed for 
this season at least. 

I hear of no money being come up as yet, and had it not been for a small 
but seasonable supply I received from Mr. McGuire to the detriment of vour 
saltpetre investment, there would have been much grumbling through* the 
army long since, and now though there are pressing demands upon us we have 
not five hundred rupees in cash. 

While I am writing a French soldier wounded in the action has been 
brought in to me and I expect as we move so closely after the enemy to pick up 
more of them. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, &c., 

(Sd.) JOHN OARNAC. 
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The President lays before the Committee the following; letter from Mr. John Johnstone, 
dated at Miduapur the 26th January:— 

Hon’ble Sir, —Surrounded by a numerous army without a friend to help 
us, you may guess the fate of this party without a speedy relief by Major 
Yorke or White. 

(Sd.) JOHN JOHNSTONE. 

Resolved that in consequence of the above advice Lieutenant Wilson be 
immediately despatched to Midnapur with a small detachment of Europeans 
and sepoys and one field-piece, which, with the force Mr. Johnstone has with 
him, we hope will be sufficient to disperse the Mahrattas and drive them from 
that country. 

(Sd.) HENRY VANSITTART. 

„ P. AMYATT. 

„ W. B. SUMNER. 

Port William, the 30th January 1761. 

At a Committee present: 

The Hon’ble Henry Vansittart, President. 

Peter Amyatt, Esq. 

William Ellis, Esq. 

William B. Sumner, Esq. 

Agreed, we address Major Carnac as follows 

Sir, —We have received your favor of the 17th instant, enclosing a list of 
the European prisoners you have taken, and a copy of the parole subscribed to 
by Mons. Law and the other gentlemen. 

Should your close pursuit after the Shahzadah render him desperate and 
incline him to throw himself into your hands for protection, we would by all 
means recommend it to you to receive him, provided he entirely leaves it to 
our discretion what shall hereafter be done for him. 

In our last we informed you that two lakhs of rupees had been de¬ 
spatched to the Chief and Co. at Patna by the gentlemen at Cossimbazar, since 
tW a bill of exchange on Juggutset’s house at Patna for fifty thousand rupees 
has been transmitted to them, and another for the same sum will follow in 
a very few days, which supplies will, we flatter ourselves, for some time to come 
remove the difficulties you complain of in your last for want of money. 

We most heartily offer our warmest wishes for the continuance of your 
success. Being with much esteem, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient servants, 

(Sd.) HENRY VANSITTART. 

„ P. AMYATT. 

The Both January 1761. „ W. B. SUMNER. 


Port William, the 9th Pebruary 1761. 

At a Committee present: 

The Hon’ble Henry Vansittart, President. 

Peter Amyatt, Esq. 

William Ellis, Esq. 

William B. Sumner, Esq. 

The 4th instant we received the following letter from Major Carnac, dated at Ruanulla, 
the 24th ultimo 

Gentlemen, —I did myself the honor of sending to the President and 
Council the 16th instant from the field of battle an account of the victory 
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obtained that day over the Shahzadah’s forces, and wrote again more fully to 
them the l7th with a list of our prisoners, and a copy of the parole taken from 
the French gentlemen. We have kept following the Prince ever since the action, 
and press so closely upon him, that we sometimes find the fires of his camp 
still burning: he made off as fast as he could after the battle into the high road 
by the Ganges side, and marched upwards, with intent I believe to proceed by 
Patna to the Soane, but by crossing the country I turned him, and obliged him 
to move back to Ruanulla, which he crossed over a few days ago with much 
difficulty and considerable loss of cattle, as we evidently perceive from the 
number of carcasses floating. We have certain intelligence that having passed 
the nulla he drew away from the river and has inclined again to the hills; his 
army must have been totally dispersed had I been able to prevail upon even 
three or four thousand of the Nawab’s horse to pursue them. I sent repeatedly 
to them to that purpose and would have supported them with a large detach¬ 
ment of sepoys, but what service can be expected from troops so distressed and 
so ill-used ? They are continually importuning me with their cries that their 
miseries are past bearing, that they are starving, both themselves and horses, and 
without any means of present subsistence, and I really believe their case to be 
to the full as wretched as they represent it. I have more than once requested 
of you, gentlemen, to interest yourselves in their behalf with the Nawab, and 
hope you will insist upon his redressing their just grievances. 

We are put to a stand by this nulla, which is so very deep and the bottom 
so muddy, that there is no passing without a bridge, and we have not been able 
to collect the boats and proper materials for constructing one till this after¬ 
noon. I much fear we shall be detained another day on this business. 

The Princess troops begin to drop from him. A pretty large body is come 
over to Futtu Sing, and the few remaining French are dispersed and without 
a head. Four more of their gentlemen are surrendered to me, a copy of whose 
parole I herewith send. Their Chaplain is likewise with me. Fr*om him I have 
taken no i)arole, but shall send him to Calcutta to be disposed of as the Presi¬ 
dent shall think proper. 

I have as yet no advice of any money being on the way from Cossimbazar 
for the use of the army, but hope you will not have left me to that risque, and 
that you have dispatched some from Calcutta. 

I had almost forgot to mention that on the 21st, as we were crossing Ram- 
das Chan’s country, some of his people, who were left in a small fort upon our 
road, had the assurance to fire upon us, by which three sepoys were wounded 
(one very dangerously) and two of our horsemen; they paid dear for their inso¬ 
lence, several being killed in the assault, and I caused their principal to be 
hanged on the spot, and others to be severely chahucked and their ears to be 
cut off. I am assured that in the late action the elephant on which the Shah- 
zadah was mounted was wounded, and the driver killed by a shot from our 
artillery. 

I have the honor to be, &c., 
_ (Sd.) JOHN CARNAC. 

Received the following letter from Lieutenant John Stables, dated at Mongir, 17th ultimo;_ 

Gentlemen, —In a letter from Major Camac under date of the 4th instant 
is the copy of a paragraph from you to the commanding oflBcer of the army in 
regard to my proceedings against the Barrackpur Rajah. I am much obliged 
to you for the great honor you have done me in taking notice of my beha¬ 
viour. It gives me great pleasure to have done my duty to your approbation, 
and I will take care to renew it on any future occasion. 

I am, &c., 

_ (Sd.) JOHN STABLES. 


The President lays before the Comnsittee the following letters from Mr. Johnstone* 
dated the 3rd and 5th instant at Midnapur 

Hon’blb Sp,—I received and replied to your two favors, both dated the 
28th, and have just now the pleasure of yours of the 30th. Sorry am I to find 
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that none of six letters despatched since the 26th have reached you representing 
our great distress and the number of the enemy. We have now left about four 
days* provisions at six chittacks of rice per day, and without any hope of a sup¬ 
ply from any of the zemindars or country people, the enemy’s horse that can’t 
be less than 6,000 and about 1,000 or 1,500 Buxarria possessing the whole country 
round and visiting us daily—Sewbut Rajaram, Cosul Sing, Jugul, and several 
other zemindars; these chiefs with a large body of horse lie within a coss. Some 
parties with the plunder are stretched towards Benapur, 6 coss, perfectly well 
acquainted with the quantity of our provisions; they depend on the consump¬ 
tion of that to reduce us rather than by force, in which attempts they have not 
had the success they expected; this inconvenience even when White’s party 
does arrive (which admits of much doubt with me) will still subsist, as the 
people with their cattle and goods are all gone away, nor dare they return 
while the enemy’s horse remain in the country. Rajaram proclaims our 
weakness at Calcutta, and boasts and bullies among the zemindars of the 
mighty feats he is about to do; tbe party you have sent I must hope is as strong 
as you could make it. I could heartily wish it had been conducted by 
Mr. Wilson or some other of experience and capacity sufficient for a command 
of such consequence, and I believe I may venture to say both Mollikens and 
White would be better placed to obey than command. Permit me to request 
that Mr. Wilson if possible or some other senior to Mr. Mollikens may be sent 
to take the command as the troubles in these parts are but beginning, nor 
can it be imagined Rajaram will quit a place whose advantages he knows 
so well, while any rents can be collected; and if I should venture to propose 
Major White’s return thither as the most speedy and prudent method to 
secure this country, expel the Mahrattas and reduce the zemindars, attribute 
it not to timidity, but consider it as the result of my maturest reflections on 
the present state of affairs here. Our stores of every kind are near expended, 
and no possibility of recruiting them but from Calcutta; judge of our situa¬ 
tion if not speedily assisted—our people at six chittacks of rice these twelve 
days past. My own sufferings though great I forbear to mention. While there 
remains any w^ay of acquainting you of our situation I shall not fail to do it, 
and must request you will forward hircars to me as the surest way. Bahadur 
Sing proves as great a traitor as the rest and refuses to march to join Mr. 
White : this is of a piece with his former behaviour, indeed I fear White will 
not be able to join us. 

I am, &c.. 

The 3rd February 1761, (Sd.) J. JOHNSTONE. 


Hon’ble Sir, —By these cossids I receiml your favor of the 24th Janu¬ 
ary with the agreeable news of our victory over the Shahzadah. The cossids for 
their dilatoriness since last despatched from Calcutta caused me to order them 
to be whipt. Our situation I have fully laid before you in several of my former 
address. White’s detachment I imagine must be near. Whether his conjunc¬ 
tion may remedy our present inconveniences is hard to say. The enemy are still 
within a coss and visit daily, and our friends not more than ever we had, our 
people have put up with the necessity of the times beyond what could have 
been expected. W'hatever be the end of this, I hope it will be allowed we have 
done our best. 


The oth February 1761. 


I am, with respect, &c., 

(Sd.) J. JOHNSTONE. 


Agreed, we write the following letter to Major Caroac ;— 

Sib, —^We have had the pleasure to receive your favor of the 24th ultimo, 
with its duplicate, and flatter ourselves that your close pursuit of the Shah¬ 
zadah will have the desired effect of making his adherents leave his party, and 
reduce him to the necessity of quitting these provinces or throwing himself 
into your hands. 

The Nawab is on his march towards Patna by the way of Beer boon through 
the Chuckoy pass. It is his intention to stay some time at Patna in order to 
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regulate the countries dependant on that Suhahship: effectually to weaken that 
party which has so long disturbed the province, he will endeavour to take pos¬ 
session of the countries of those zemindars who have been the support of the 
Shahzadah, hoping thereby to collect a considerable revenue for the payment 
of his own troops, and to cut off all the resources of the enemy; you will be 
pleased to give him all the assistance yom* force will afford for the accomplish¬ 
ment of this necessary work. 

We observe that when Colonel Cailland began his march to Patna the 
beginning of last year he had particular instructions from Colonel Clive and the 
rest of the Committee to protect Bamnarain in case of the Nawab*s making any 
attempt against his person or honor. We believe such an injunction at this time 
unnecessary, as the present Nawab seems to be well inclined tow'ards Eam- 
narain, but should it prove other ways, it is our resolution to have the same 
regard to the former engagements in his favour as was then designed, and 
therefore direct you in case of necessity to protect Bamnarain against aU vio¬ 
lence and injustice that may be offered to his person, honor, or fortune. 

As to B,ajabullub he can have no reasonable objection to a fair examina¬ 
tion of his accounts by the Nawab or such persons as he shall appoint, that a 
just statement being made of all the monies he has received for defraying the 
charges of the troops under his command, together with a due enquiry what 
number of troops have really been kept up, and how much every one has been 
paid, the balance that is found due may then be discharged, and Rajabullub 
be employed again or not as the Nawab thinks proper; this the Nawab declares 
is all he asks, and in this as it is just and reasonable you will ^ield him all the 
necessary assistance. 

The march of Major Yorke’s detachment leaves us but a very small force 
in this part of the country, and of these the greatest part is with Captain White 
at Beerboon. Subut, with the whole body of Mahrattas under his command, is 
in the Midnapur country, and has kept Mr. Johnstone surrounded in the fort for 
near fifteen days. We have sent such a detachment as we could to his relief, 
and hope it may prove suflicient. It is however possible the Mahrattas may 
still continue to ravage in the countries of Midnapur and Burdwan. We desire 
therefore you will return Major Yorke to Calcutta with 150 or 200 Europeans 
as soon as the situation of affairs at Patna will possibly admit of it. 

It is with great concern we acquaint you of the considerable damage our 
fleet off Pondicherry has sustained hy a hurricane the 1st of January; the par¬ 
ticular account for this misfortune we have in a letter from the President and 
Committee of Port St. George, copy of which is enclosed. 

Lieutenant Perry arrived the 6th instant with 43 French prisoners under 
his charge and six of the officers of whose parol you sent us the copy. 

We are, with great regard, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient servants, 

(Sd.) HENRY VANSITTART. 

„ P. AMYA'rr. 

The 9th February 1761. „ W. B. SUMNER. 

Fort William, the 10th February 1761. 

At a. OoximTTEE pbeseut: 

The Hon’ble Henry Vansittabt, Freaident. 

Peter Amyatt, Esq. 

William Ellis, Esq. 

William B. Sumner, Esq. 

Rend and approved tbe Proceedings of the 9th instant. 

Received the following letter from Major Carnac, dated Camp near Behar, the 30th Janu¬ 
ary 1761:— 

Gentlemen, —Three days after our battle with the Prince, Sitabroy re¬ 
ceived a letter from him, a Persian copy whereof 1 enclosed to the President. 
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The Shahzadah wanted Sitabroy to return to him, hut as I refused to consent 
thereto he desired assurances of security from me, as then an Ambassador 
should be sent me on his part. This I readily agreed to, in consequence of 
which he despatched to our camp Nawab Fazerula Chan, his Buxy, and the 
most considerable man actually attending upon him, who arrived yesterday 
evening. I received him with great honors in consideration of the person he 
represented, and took care to have our army drawn out before him in such 
manner as would strike him most with their appearance. From the whole tenor 
of the Ambassador’s conversation, it is evident to me the Prince would gladly 
throw himself into our hands could he be assured of our protection and of re¬ 
ceiving from us the maintenance he has hitherto had from the hands of Komdar 
Cawn, and indeed it is reasonable to believe that he would much rather rest his 
fortunes upon such a force as ours than trust to the precarious support of a 
zemindar, for no better is Komdar Cawn. I am not authorized to give any 
assurances of this sort, but suspecting some application might be made to me, 
I hinted as much in letter to the Board, under date the 17th, and therefore hope 
I mav soon receive some directions. 

ft 

The Prince agrees to every demand as well for Cossim Aly Cawn as our¬ 
selves. He desires on his part that we will assist him in mounting the throne 
of his ancestors, appointing him a place for his residence with a competent 
allowance until we are in a condition to conduct him to Delhi; and that in the 
interim we will cause the Cootba to be read, and Siccas to be coined in his 
name with the other ensigns of royalty. Should you not care to engage your¬ 
selves so far since the late change in his affairs, I believe he may be easily pre¬ 
vailed upon to quit the country for a less sum than was before proposed by the 
Nawab. All I have taken upon me to promise is as follows, with which answer 
I shall dismiss his Ambassador. 

If he will separate from Komdar Cawn, and proceed to the Soane, I will 
follow him no further than Mohobilipur, where I will wait your orders, and 
Eamnarain has undertaken to subsist him till your answer arrives. I doubt ho 
will not so far trust us, as, in consequence of our proposal to abandon Komdar 
Cawn, if he should, the breaking that union is a great point gained and will be 
worth the charges of his subsistence. The presence of an Ambassador has 
necessarily been attended with some cost, but everything of this kind in my 
opinion ought to be defrayed by the Nawab, it being purely for the service of 
the Circar, and the Company who now feel the weight of the charge of the 
army will think that fully sufidcient without involving themselves into other 
charges; but be this as it will, the strictest attention shall be shewn by me to 
economy, and no expenses incurred but what are unavoidable. 

I fear some lettere must have miscarried, as the last general letter with 
which I have been favoured is under date the 5th January, and I have bad 
no answ'er to any of those which I have had the honor of addressing you, since 
my having the command of the army. 

I have wrote under the following date:— 


1st January 

. To the Council and Committee. 

5th 

39 • 

. To the Committee. 

15th 

}) • 

. To the Council. 

17th 

39 • 

. To the Council. 

24th 

39 • 

. To the Select Committee. 


I have the honor to be, with great respect, &c., 

_ (Sd.) JOHN OARNAC. 


The President lays before the Committee the following letter he received from Mr. John 
Johnstone, dated Midnapur House, the bth February 1761:— 

Hon’ble Sir, —This morning at the same time that we heard the enemy’s 
nagara and expected they would make their last push, knowing us weakened 
by half our men detached to reinforce Lieutenant White, we had the happiness 
to receive your most acceptable favor of the 4th February and the intelligence 
of Mr. White’s party being at hand. Permit me to assure you. Sir, that your 
expressions of kindness and approbation as they are highly grateful to us all shall 
ever with pleasure be remembered by me. By great good Providence on your 
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first advice of Sobut’s march from Munghir, I advanced money for rice, &c., but 
by the dilatoriness of the Dewan and other pretexts I was not supplied with 
above a third of my order, and of rice only, till two days before we were surround¬ 
ed and from that day till last night we have received only about six maunds 
from Muteram Khan, our pretended friend at Karangur. However by parsi¬ 
mony and fair words we have subsisted above 300 people daily and have still 
left for some days. Two days after the enemy were dislodged from the tank, 
they thought proper to decamp from before us, and have ever since been a 
good distance in the night, visiting us daily with their horse; the 6th they 
made their last effort with all the sepoys and Buxarries they could assemble, 
and took possession of the houses and walls that surround ours, from which 
places our sepoys having sallied out, dislodged them, and wounded their ten men. 
The night after I despatched 85 sepoys to join Lieutenant White at Sliawpur, 
which they happily effected, 200 horse sent after them by the enemy not daring 
to attack them. If we can believe the reports we hear, Subut is gone towards 
Balasore with part of his troops and all the plunder. The party that remains 
is commanded by Bhyro Pundit and Rajaram, with Cossal Sing and Futteh 
Sing, who both deserted us the second day. This news seems probable, as since 
the day they decamped we have not seen a third of the force there appeared 
before, and I flatter myself our party is strong enough for these wherever we 
can join them. It will appear by-and-by which of the zemindars have joined 
and been most active in assisting Bajaram: this is certain, we owe tliem no 
favor, every soul but our own people having deserted us from the first day. 
The sepoys in general have behaved with courage and constancy, every man 
fighting after his own fashion, firing at all hazards, but never keeping together; 
however they have put up with the small allowance of 6 chittacks of rice only 
per day with a cheerfulness I never expected to meet with on the like occa¬ 
sion from Bengal recruits, and claims my just acknowledgments. In time I 
dare say they will prove excellent sepoys. Bahadur Sing has in my opinion 
shewn himself every way unworthy to command this troop, in which I believe 
there are several good men; his behaviour has been such, when on command with 
Mr. Nolliken and since he returned here, as might have justified any extreme we 
had gone to punish bis disobedience and backwardness, but his former connec¬ 
tions with Bajaram (whose Dewan he was) made me judge some future time 
might be more seasonable for taking the proper notice of his conduct. Though 
my best care and tenderness has been employed in dressing and assisting the 
sick and wounded, yet alas ! we have lost three for want of more skill, and seve¬ 
ral of our men are now seized with the small-pox, which makes me still more 
wish for the arrival of the Assistant you have been so good as to dispatch, as 
there is no possibility of forwarding any of them to Calcutta for want of coolies, 
&c. Let me beg, Sir, you will be pleased to order a supply of. 50 new arms 
with bayonets, &e., accoutrements, and two fuzees. We have now 18 stand 
unfit for service till repaired by a gunsmith. I have sent out to get intelli¬ 
gence of the enemy and intend taking the field as soon as we can. I am in¬ 
formed that all the zemindars have sent their vakils to Bajaram; their ne¬ 
glect of US seems a proof of it. The Shawpur Naib carried things further with 
Lieutenant White than with me, sending a messenger to tell him he would 
oppose his entering that town. A time I hope will come when these petty up¬ 
starts will know their own impotence and proper bounds. 

I am, with esteem, &c., 

(Sd.) JOHN JOHNSTONE. 


Agreed, we advise Major Carnac o£ the surrender of Pondicherry. 


Sir, —We had yesterday the pleasure to receive the agreeable intelligence 
of the surrender of Pondicherry on the loth ultimo, the particulars of wliich are 
contained in the accompanying papers. 

We are, with regard, &c.. 


The lOth February 1761. 


(Sd.) 


HENBY VANSITTABT. 
P. AMYATT. 

W. B. SUMNEB. 


39 
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Fort William, the 13th February 1761. 

At a Committee peesent: 

The Hon’ble Heney Vansittaet, President. 

Petee Amtatt, Esq. 

William Ellis, Esq. 

William B. Sumnbe, Esq. 

Read and approved the Proceedings of 10th instant. 

Agreed, we write the following letter to Mr. John Johnstone:— 

Sib, —The President has laid before us several letters from you during the 
time you were besieged, and one dated the 8th instant, giving the agreeable 
advice of your having surmounted the difficulties you had to contend with in 
having obliged the enemy to retire. 

It is with the greatest pleasure, Sir, we give you this public assurance that 
your behaviour in every respect has been entirely agreeable to us, and we doubt 
not, when the Company are acquainted with the particular and signal instances 
you have given of gallantry and good conduct, that they will embrace the first 
opportunity of doing justice to your merits. 

We purpose to send Captain Knox with a small addition of Europeans and 
sepoys to command the whole under you, and we hope you will then be able 
to reduce all the zemindars to their proper state of dependance. 

We are, with much esteem, &c., 

(Sd.) HENRY VANSITTAllT. 

„ P. AMYATT. 

The 13th February 1761. „ W. B. SUMNER. 


Agreed, we address Major Carnae and William McGuire, Esq., as follows 

Gentlemen, —We have maturely considered the subject of Major Carnac’s 
letter to us of 30th ultimo. If the Prince can be prevailed on to throw him¬ 
self on us for protection and entirely rely on its being hereafter in our power 
to assist him in ascending the throne of his ancestors, he may rest satisfied his 
person shall be sacred, and that he shall be maintained in the interim as be¬ 
comes his rank and dignity; but our undertaking anything of this nature must 
in a great measure depend on the assurances he may give us of the support he 
has reason to expect in the prosecution of this enterprise, as well with respect 
to forces as money. If his resources appear to be such as give reasonable 
hopes of success without burthening the Company with the expense, and a 
good reinforcement of troops joins us from the coast as we may now expect, 
we see nothing that can prevent our entering on this grand design. 

But as the Nawah will probably join you in a short time, we would have 
you consult him in all matters of this nature, more especially such as relate to 
expenses. 

In case the Prince should not accept of the conditions offered him, we have 
recommended to the Major to continue to pursue him, and endeavour to carry 
the war into Shuja Dowla’s country. 

We are, with great esteem, &c„ 

(Sd.) HENRY VANSITTART. 

„ P. AMYATT. 

The 13th February 1761. „ W. B. SUMNER. 


Agreed, we write the following letter to Major John Carnae • 

SiE,—We have received your favor of 30th ultimo, and have given you 
our sentiments thereon in our address to yourself and Mr. McGuire, dated 
this day. 

Should the influence of the dependants on the Shabzadah or his own dif¬ 
fidence prevent his acceding to the terms which we have proposed in the above- 
mentioned letter, you will continue to push on the war against him with the 
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utmost vigor, and if possible oblige him to cross the Caramnassa; and we would 
even recommend it to you to follow him into the province of Oude, as the only 
means of freeing this country from the troubles with which it has so long been 
infested, and which have proved so highly detrimental to the affairs of the 
Company and of the Sircar. 

In case of your carrying the war into Shuja Dowlah’s country we believe 
that Bui want Sing, the Raja of Benares, and Pazil-ullah Cawn, the Tsawab of 
Gazzepur, will gladly join you. The President sends you letters for those 
Chiefs to be made use of if you see occasion. 

We remain, with much esteem, &c., 

(Sd.) HENRY VANSITTART. 

„ P. AMYATT, 

The 13th February 1761. ,5 W\ B. SUMNER. 


Port William, the 17th Pebruary 1761. 

At a Committee present: 

The Hon’ble Henry Vansittart, President. 

Peter Amyatt, Esq. 

W^illiam Ellis, Esq. 

William B. Sumner, Esq. 

Read and approved the Proceedings of the 13th instant. 

The President lays before the Committee his letter to the Nawab, the contents of which 
are as follows :— 

Your Excellency’s perwanna with the copies of the arzees from Maharaja 
Ramnarain Bahadur and Maharaja Eajabullub Bahadur I have received with 
pleasure. 

This day being Tuesday, the 11th of the month, Rejjub, I received a letter 
from Major Carnac, by which I learn that on the 1st of the month he had 
a meeting with the Shabzadah at Gyah. The Shahzadah is exceedingly desir¬ 
ous that, supported with your alliance and the assistance of the English, he may 
go to Shahjehanabad. If by your alliance and our assistance the affairs of 
the Shahzadah meet with success, it will doubtless redound greatly to the honor 
and interest of the Sircar and the Company. Por this reason I would advise 
you to march with all speed to Patna, and consulting with the Major and Mr. 
McGuire the Chief, first endeavour to learn what men of rank and power at 
the royal city are in the interests of the Shahzadah. Secondly, what sum you 
can furnish for the forces to accompany him on the expedition, and whether on 
the road and at Shahjehanabad any money can be collected or not from the rents 
of the country. W^itli a view to this great undertaking I have wrote to the Pre¬ 
sidency of Madras, desiring an immediate supply of forces. By the grace of 
God the conquest of Pondicherry being achieved, now in the space of a month 
a numerous force will arrive. There is no danger of a want of men; attention 
is chiefly required for raising money for the expenses. Since by the conclu¬ 
sion of this business the three provinces will be put in a state of peace and pros¬ 
perity and your Government finnly established, it is advisable that you spare no 
means to raise a sum for this purpose: some time will be taken up for consult¬ 
ing on the operations and the arrival of the forces. It is proper that whatever 
appointment be necessary for the Shahzadah’s expenses during that time be 
assigned from the revenues of Behar, that the Prince not being distressed for 
money may apply his attention to the proposed undertaking. 

(Sd.) HENRY VANSITTART. 


Received the following letter from Major Carnac, dated Camp at Gya, the 6th February 
1761 ^ 

Gentlemen, —After a day of extreme hurry and fatigue, I have only 
time to acquaint you that I had this afternoon an interview at about a. coss 
distant from our camp with the Shahzadah, who was pleased afterwards to 
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repose so much confidence in me as to pay me a visit at my quarters: lie seemed 
under some apprehensions at first, however was made easy by the assurances 
I made him that I was incapable of acting treacherously by him, and that he 
had nothing to fear on the part of the English, who had much respect for his 
person and the illustrious race of Timur from which he was descended. The 
Prince in the midst of his distresses keeps up nil the form of royalty, but I 
believe he is now fully convinced Jie has no chance of ever being seated in 
earnest on his father’s throne unless we heartily espouse his cause, I therefore 
look upon this visit as a prelude to throwing himself and his fortunes- into our 
hands. I hinted to you in my letter under date the 17th ultimo my apprehen¬ 
sions that something of this kind would happen, and wait witJi extreme impa¬ 
tience your answer thereto, in hopes that I shall be favored with such instruc¬ 
tions as will leave me at no loss how to act, and that I shall know for certain 
how far you will choose to engage yourselves. In the meanwhile the public 
service receives no hindrance as I am under the necessity of halting here a 
few days in compliance with the humour of the Gentoos, that they may be able 
to perform their devotion, this being with them a very holy place. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, &c., 

(Sd.) JOHN CARNAC. 


Agreed, we send the following answer to the above letter from Major Carnae :— 

Sir, —We have received just now the duplicate of your favor, dated the 
6th at Gya, advising of your having had an interview with the Shahzadah, 
and of his desire to be supported by a force of ours in prosecuting his right to 
the throne of Delly. 

You may assure him that we will support him if a plan can be formed 
with reasonable hopes of success, and without laying the burthen of the ex¬ 
pense upon the Company. He must consider well, and acquaint you what alli¬ 
ances he can form in his favor, and what resources can be expected of money; 
and as it will be necessary to send a very strong force if we do enter upon this 
grand enterprize, we must await the arrival of a battalion from Madras, which 
we may very probably receive next month. In the meantime, if he resolves to 
trust his fortune in our hands, to do for him the best that circumstances will 
permit, you may assure him that all possible respeet will be had for his person 
and a suitable provision made for his maintenance. 

Such provision must be appointed by the Nawab out of the province of 
Behar, who should also contribute as much as his means will admit towards 
the expense of setting out the expedition to Delly, should it take place. The 
Governor now writes to him on that subject in the enclosed letter, of which a 
translation is also sent for your information. 

Herewith are duplicates of the letter we wrote you on this subject, the 13th 
instant, and of one to yourself and Mr. McGuire jointly of the same date. 

We are, with esteem, &c., 

(Sd.) HENRY VANSITTART. 

„ P. AMYATT. 

The 17th Fehniary 1761. „ W. B. SUMNER. 

Port William, the 19th February 1701. 

At a Committee present : 

The Hon’ble Henry Vansittart, President. 

Peter Amtatt, Esq. 

William Ellis, Esq. 

William B. Sumner, Esq. 

Read, approved, and signed tlie Proceedings of 17th instant. 

Received the two following letters from Major Carnae, dated Camp at Gya, the Sth 
February 1761 :— 

Gentlemen,— The evening before last I had but just time to acquaint 
you of my having had an interview with and a visit from the Prince. I am now 
to give you an account of what has passed between him and us, since my send- 
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ing back bis Ambassador to him. The 30tb ultimo I informedy ou of the 
answer with which I would dismiss the Nawah Fazerulla Cawn. On his depar¬ 
ture I promised I would give him time sufficient to join the Prince and then 
pursue my march as usual. Accordingly I set out the next day, and rather 
hastening than retarding my pace we advanced so unexpectedly upon the Prince 
as to be near catching him in his camp. Being so pressed he immediately com¬ 
plied with the demand I had made of Kon^dar Cawn’s being dismissed from his 
presence, though the latter endeavoured to intimidate him, repeatedly telling 
him that we only wanted to get him into our hands in order to cut him off. 
On the dismission of Komdar Cawn, having desired that I would send a person 
to him with such assurance as I was disposed to make to him, I pitched upon 
Sitabroy who had formerly been dispatched to him for that purpose. Prom Sitab- 
roy I learned that the Shahzadah shewed much inclination to come over to me. 
I therefore despatched Mr. S win ton to give him the more confidence, and at the 
same time to be a check upon Sitabroy, lest he should promise more on my 
part than I had authorised him to do. I would only engage for our granting 
him a secure protection with a competent allowance, which had been fixed here 
at one thousand rupees per day, till your pleasure is known; as to all his other 
demands I have referred him to you, gentlemen, for an answer. He desired to 
be conducted to me by Ensign Swinton, in direct opposition to most part of his 
people, who were greatly alarmed at the risk they imagined he run, and this was 
the reason he alleged for his wishing to go back, to convince his people of the 
injustice of their fears and suspicions. I could not in honor refuse his request 
though I had his person in my power, and to have detained him would have 
been such an abuse of the confidence he had reposed in me as no consideration 
whatever could have induced me to be guilty of. However, I was determined 
to bring the matter to a short issue, and therefore sent Mr. Lushington to him 
yesterday morning to have a peremptory answer, whether or no he would throw 
himself upon the English for protection, and trust his future fortune to them, 
for I could no longer delay my operation. Lushington returned to me in the 
evening and gave the following account of his conference. The Prince at first 
insisted much on the Cutba* being read and siccas coined in his name, and 
that the past arrears and present royal revenues should be paid to him as King, 
but Mr. Lushington soon convinced him I could make no promises of this kind, 
and that it was not likely the Governor in Council would grant any such con¬ 
cessions unless the circumstance of their affairs would admit of their complet¬ 
ing his business and placing him on the throne of his ancestors. The Shah¬ 
zadah then gave up this point, and rested contented with the assurances that had 
been made him on my part, only further demanding that we would not give 
him up to Abdallah, though he should require him of us, which additional pro¬ 
mise Mr. Lushington made to him in my name. He w'as to march this day 
in order to encamp near us, and I now expect him hourly. I shall next consi¬ 
der how best and most expeditiously to send him to Patna, and then go in 
search of Komdar Cawn. 

I hope, gentlemen, you will approve of the engagements I have thought it 
necessary to enter into for securing so important a point as having the 
Shahzadah in our power; and must request you will keep him in your own 
hands as the only security I can have that my engagements will be adhered to 
should you ever deliver him up to the Nawab or any of his officers. I shall 
look upon the Prince’s life as in extreme danger; any injury to him will affect 
your honor equally with my own, as in my proceedings with him I have acted 
as your representative and in your name. I should have been glad of your in¬ 
structions to have directed my judgment, but have been so unfortunate as to 
receive no answer yet to my letter of 17th January, in which I desired your 
orders relative to this business which I foresaw would happen, and what surprises 
me still more I have not been favored with an answer from the Board to my 
address to them from the field of battle. I luckily received a letter from the 
President, dated the 24th January, in w^hich it appears that he thinks the pos¬ 
session of the Shahzadah of as great importance as I do, and this was a great 
encouragement to me to pursue the measure I had begun. 

* The “ Khutba,” a prayer said in the principal mosques every Friday after the moiming service for Maho¬ 
med, his descendants and the reigning sovereign in a Musulman State. To be mentioned in the prayer has 
always been one of the most cherished prerogatives of royalty among the nations of Islam. 
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It is inconceivable how the name of King merely should prepossess nil 
minds so strongly in his favor, and yet so it is that even in his present distress¬ 
ed condition he is held by both Musulmen and Gentoos in a kind of adoration. 
We may hereafter have it in our power to employ this prepossession to our 
advantage; in the meanwhile the axe is laid to the root of the troubles which 
have so long infested this province, whereby the Circar has been involved in 
a most heavy expense without receiving any part of its revenue. I this in¬ 
stant learn that the Prince is arrived at the ground which I allotted for his 
encampment. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, &c.. 

The 8th Februartf 1761. (Sd.) JOHN CARNAC. 


Gentlemen, —I was favored with your letter of the 19th ultimo on the 
2nd instant, which I should not have so long deferred answering, but that my 
time and attention has been wholly employed since the receipt of your letter in 
getting the person of the Shahzadah into our hands upon the easiest terms. I 
am pleased to find that a sum of money has at last been despatched from below 
for the use of the army; had it not been for the timely supplies we have received 
from Mr. McGuire,—much larger ones than we had a right to hope for,—we 
must have been exceedingly distressed; w'e are still much behind, but the re¬ 
cruits we may now daily look for will enable us to answer all demands. I have 
advice from Ensign Stables that the boats with the treasui’e passed Monghyr 
the 30th ultimo, so that they must have reached Patna before this. 

No person can have more at heart than myself the consulting of economy 
where the public money is concerned. The ordinary expense of the army is 
ascertained and will not admit of diminution, but so far as depends upon me 
and regards myself I will be as saving as possible, and retrench wherever I see 
the least room for it. One of the heaviest charges is the article of boats, and yet 
we have no one here' to regulate and look after them, nor can I find anybody 
willing to undertake so troublesome a business, as it does not (they say) fall 
within their province. Whether they come under the cognizance of Mr. Watts 
by virtue of his of&ce you are the best judge; if so, he should either be direct¬ 
ed to attend himself, or to depute somebody for that purpose; if not, it is abso¬ 
lutely necessary that you appoint a person to inspect into the management of 
so considerable a branch of the public expense. I can say nothing relative to 
the accounts previous to my time, except that Mr. Lushington assures me he 
has made up his, and delivered them to Mr. William Smith, agreeable to an order 
he received from the President at Moraudbaugh. While I have the command 
I shall use my utmost endeavours to have the accounts transmitted to you, if 
not monthly, as near within the time as the circumstances of affairs will admit 
of; hut you will allow me to observe to you, gentlemen, that accounts cannot be 
so regularly kept in the course of an active campaign as in your settlements, 
and that after a march of seven or eight hours as has been almost daily the case 
within this month, the gentleman who has the care of the accounts has very 
little spare time to bestow upon them. 

Nobut Roy made a most shameful delay in joining the Nawab’s army, 
having arrived but a few days ago; however, his arrival has very little, if any¬ 
thing, contributed towards removing their discontent. Starving troops are not 
to be fed upon promises, and it seems he has brought them nothing else, not a 
single rapee. That their accounts should be adjusted is no doubt highly rea¬ 
sonable, but as it is certain that a very large arrear is due to them, something 
in the meanwhile ought to have been paid them in part for present subsistence, 
and to satisfy them that the Nawab really meant to clear them fully as soon as 
their several accounts were settled. I am concerned, gentlemen, to be obliged 
to trouble you so often on this subject, but these troops are really an insuffer¬ 
able burthen to me, and have greatly impeded all my measures. The Nawab 
should either call them down to him, or come up to them, and bear himself the 
brunt of their complaints. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, &c.. 

The 8th February 1761. (Sd.) JOHN CARNAC. 

c % 
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Agreed, we write the following answer to the above two letters from Major John Carnac :— 

Sir, —We have received both your favors of the 8th instant, and are highly 
pleased to find you had succeeded so far as to have got the Shahzadah into your 
power; the measures you took to effect which, and the promises you made 
him for his present subsistence are entirely agreeable to us, as we think they 
cannot but be esteemed handsome on the one part and moderate on the other. 
Though we have no apprehension that the Nawab is inclined or would dare to 
offer any violence to the person of the Prince whilst under our protection, you 
may be assured we shall not run a risk of this nature, but keep him immedi¬ 
ately under our own care till it may be determined what can be done for him. 

In our letters of the 13th and 17th instant we have given you our senti¬ 
ments on this subject. The first vessel from Madras may probably enable us 
to judge what succours we are to expect from thence. On that and his own 
resources must depend, as we have before observed, our future resolutions with 
respect to the Prince. 

Concerning the residence of the Shahzadah in the meantime, some consi¬ 
deration should be had. The prospect of our espousing his cause will add to 
his influence, and he may form so general an interest in the Patna province as 
may put it too much in his power. There are many reasons why we should 
wisli not to see him in Calcutta, and yet it seems upon the whole to be the most 
secure from bad consequences; in case much time is likely to be taken up in 
consulting together upon the future operation please to acquaint us with your 
sentiments on this subject, and the Shahzadah’s inclinations. 

Since the receipt of your letter of the 16th ultimo we have wrote you 
under the following dates: 30thultimo, 9th, 10th, 13th, and 17thinstant, and in 
general have transmitted duplicates. We therefore hope that before this time 
the most of them have reached your hands. 

We are, with much esteem, «fcc., 

(Sd.) HENEY VANSITTART, 

„ P. AMYATT. 

„ W. B. SUMNER. 


Port William, the 7 th March 1761. 

At a Committee presext: 

The Hon’ble Henry Vansittart, President, 

Peter Amyatt, Esq. 

William Ellis, Esq. 

William B. Sumner, Esq. 

Read, approved, and signed the Proceedings of 28111 Pebruary. 

The President lays before the Committee the following translation of a letter he wrote to 
Abdullah, the 3rd instant:— 

I before had the honor to address you concerning the Nawab Jaffer Ally 
Cawn’s retiring from the Subadarry of Bengal, Behar, and Orissa, and the ap¬ 
pointment of the Nawab Cossim Ally Cawn. I hope it has been presented to 
you; Your Majesty was pleased formerly in the time of the Nawab Jaffer Ally 
Cawn and Colonel Subut Jung to despatch orders from your Court concemino- 
the paying obedience to Sliah Allum Aly Gour. Lately I have been appointed 
by tlie Company to succeed Colonel Clive, and in regard to your pleasure, which 
I am always ready to fulfil, I paid obedience accordingly; in consequence of 
which Shah Allum having marched from Behar now enlightens the city of 
Azimabad with his presence. If you are graciously inclined to give your orders 
for his coming to those parts, our army will be ready to accompany hi'ni to wait 
upon you. Please to honor me with your orders on this subject. 

(Sd.) HENRY VANSITTART. 
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Tlie President laj's before the Committee the following translation of a letter he wrote to 
the Shazadab this day:— 

I have been honored with Tour Majesty’s letter, recommending the strik¬ 
ing of siccas, and causing the Cutbah to be read in your name. I am i‘i.‘ad.y to 
obey you in every instance of fidelity and attachment, and all the EnglisJi 
Chiefs in general are in the same disposition, of which the measures taken by 
Major Oamac for your service may be esteemed a proof. But to resolve has¬ 
tily upon a step of so much importance, cannot, as I conceive, be of any bene¬ 
fit to Your Majesty’s high concerns, but on the contrary the doing it, without 
being first acquainted with the pleasure of Shah Abdulla and the other Omrahs 
of the Empire, may rather be productive of dissatisfaction and jeaiousy in their 
minds. I presume, therefore, to recommend that you first write to Abdullah 
and the other Chiefs at Delhi, that the siccas and Cutbah may be established 
there, and your faithful servants in Bengal and Behar will immediately follow 
their example, and regard it as their own happiness and honor. * What I 
thought suitable to the times, and productive of future benefits, I have taken 
the liberty to address to you, and hope you will regard it as a mark of my 
obedience and true attachment. 


Agreed, we write the following letter to Major John Carnac 

Sir, —We have received your letters of the 19th and 21.th February. Your 
accompanying the Shazadab to Patna with the greatest part of the army and 
your care to prevent too many of his people assembling in the city tvere very 
necessary and prudent cautions meriting our entire approbation. 

We have received no further accounts from the coast since those which 
brought us advice of the surrender of Pondicherry. We must be assured of a 
reinforcement coming from thence, of the friendship of the Abdullees, and 
others of the principal powers of the empire, and of a resource for money, 
before we can venture to enter into any absolute engagement for accompanying 
the Shazadab with a force towards the capital. These are points so essen¬ 
tial to the success of the enterprise, that we should imagine ho himself 
would hardly choose to embark in it, without having them first provided for to 
his satisfaction. For the rest you may assure him of our hearty disposition for 
his service, and that we wish for nothing more than an opportunity of giving 
him proofs of it. 

We imagine the Nawab has before this time reached Patna. By his con¬ 
duct hitherto we see no reasons to apprehend his engaging in any acts of 
violence or injustice, nor, if he should, is it our desire you should support him 
in them; our directions for your conduct with respect to him are only these — 
that you give him the assistance he may apply for to reduce to obedience such 
zemindars as have been disaffected to the Government of Murshedabad, and 
to enable him to establish security in the several countries of the Behar Pro¬ 
vince, and to collect the revenues due therefrom, and in regard to Ragebullub 
and all others who have had the management of the public moneys, the pay¬ 
ment of the troops, or other ways have accounts to settle with the Govern¬ 
ment, as their disposition to make use of the protection of the English to 
screen them from a just and usual examination, is well known, you will be 
careful not to give them countenance or encouragement so far as to put it in 
their power to make an ill use of your name or authority, but on the contrary 
if any shall obstinately and unreasonably persist in refusing to settle accounts 
Avith the Government, you are to give the Nawab the assistance he may require 
for compelling them to it. 


We are, with esteem, &c., 

(Sd.) HENRY VANSITTART. 
„ W. B. SUMNER. 


The 7th March 1761. 
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Fort William, the 15th March 1701. 

At a Committee present: 

The Hon’ble Henry Vansittart, President. 

Peter Amyatt, Esq. 

William Ellis, Esq. 

William B. Sumner, Esq. 

Read, approved, and signed the Proceedings of the 7th instant. 

Received the following letter from Major John Carnac, dated Patna, the 6th :— 

Gentlemen, —I have been honored with your letters of 17th and 19th 
ultimo. I have acquainted the Shazadah with your favorable dispositions to¬ 
wards him, and that your forces are at his service, provided he can make it 
appear he has himself such resources of friends and money as may give us 
reasonable hopes of success. He assures me and daily produces letters and 
papers in confii*mation of that assurance, that Abdullah is in his interest, and 
that he has, moreover, a very strong party of his own, but that now he is in our 
power, very much will depend upon our treatment, as those who are wavering 
will turn either for or against him, according as we shall seem inclined. If we 
acknowledge him here as King, and allow him the public exercise of those acts 
of royalty which he has repeatedly requested of me, such an acknowledgment 
from so powerful a nation would encourage all his partisans to declare them¬ 
selves likewise, and to furnish him with ample supplies both of men and money; 
whereas, if it appears that we heep him a prisoner, it is not to be expected that 
even his most sanguine friends will assert his right to the throne : thus he argues, 
and this is his reason why he is so anxious to be permitted to go out of the city 
as often as he pleases. Such is his dread of confinement, that I would not, 
upon any account, give him the least hint about taking up his residence at 
Calcutta; he would then immediately conclude we meant to make him a pri¬ 
soner for life. I am well persuaded, gentlemen, you have no intentions to act so 
ungenerously by him, as we have no right to detain his person, but just so long 
as may be necessary to secure the tranquillity of these provinces, and to prevent 
future disturbances from him. A very few days must bring to light Abdullah’s 
resolutions. If he sets up the Shazadah in his father’s throne, the Prince will 
have no occasion for our assistance, and in such case the moment we are ap¬ 
prised of the certainty thereof, we ought, in my opinion, to dismiss him, taking 
care to escort him clear of our dominions to the other side of the Caramnassa. 
Should, on the contrary, Abdullah assume to himself the sovereignty of Hindus¬ 
tan aud you not choose to support the Shazadah in opposition to him, the 
Prince’s friends will soon abandon him, and his influence decline apace, so 
that, in a short time, there will be nothing to apprehend for him, and he may 
be allowed, without any risk, to seek an asylum anywhere, wherever he may 
think himself securer than with us. With regard to his maintenance in the 
interim, I have already acquainted you that the allowance I stipulated for 
him, on the part of the Nawab, has been proved, both to Mr. McGuire and myself, 
to be far short of his want, and that we do not think it adequate to his high rank. 

The Nawab continues encamped at Bycunty, about 6 or 7 coss off, where ‘ 
I have waited upon him; whatever good qualities he may have, courage is not 
one of them; he betrayed most shameful fear of the Shazadah, though the 
unhappy man is reduced so low as to be much more an object of pity than of 
fear. Not thinking himself sufficiently secure with the large force brought up 
with him, he sent for, without acquainting me, both Bamnarain and Ragebullub 
with their forces, whom I had told to remain in Camgar Cawn’s country with a 
detachment of our army under the command of Captain Champion. I no 
sooner heard this than I recalled Captain Champion likewise, which has given 
the Nawab great offence, so great that he asked me in public durbar, whether 
I would comply with the contents of the letter he brought me from the Presi¬ 
dent. I answered I would, so far as, I was well persuaded, Mr. Vansittart ex¬ 
pected from me, and that he did not mean that I was to pay him an implicit 
obedience. I further told him that the direction of the English troops was left 
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with me, and that it was not reasonable any part of them should remain in 
a country with which they were wholly unacquainted after lie had withdrawn his 
own people. I have, however, at his request, ordered Captain Champion’s 
detachment to halt a while at Behar, but shall call them in entirely, unless 
he soon sends out a body of his own troops to act in conjunction with them, 
the neglect whereof will infallibly bring Camgar Cawn from out of his hills 
again. The Kawab next asked me whether I looked upon him as Subahdar of 
these provinces, and was walling to assist him as such; in answer to which 
I plainly told him I would give him all the assistance I could, consistent with 
honor and justice; that further I would not do for him or any man. The very 
question gives me room to suspect he has some unreasonable demands to make 
of me; should this be the case, he will undergo the mortification of a denial; 
after this prelude, I opened a conversation with the Nawab relative to the 
Shazadah, and urged to him the expediency of paying a visit to the Prince. At 
first he proposed deferring it for no less than seventeen days. I represented 
to him the shame that would result to himself, and the detriment to his affairs, 
from so considerable a force lying so long inactive; that with respect to our¬ 
selves, the expense of our army was so great, that we were desirous as speedy 
an end as possible might be put to the troubles of the country. To this last 
part of my repi-esentations he answered that we were bound by treaty to assist 
him with all our forces w'henever and for whatever services he wanted them; 
that he might take them to Assam if he pleased, and that he had furnished us 
w'ith three provinces to defray the expense thereof. After much arguing he at 
last promised to march to Dirgenarain’s garden north of the city the 3rd of the 
moon, and the next day to wait on the Prince, but I much doubt his punctual 
compliance therewith. The Naw^ab does not at all appear to me to be seriously 
disposed to favor the Shazadah, unless he could secure something very advan¬ 
tageous to himself. He was foolish enough to mention that he had a right to 
even the employ of Vizir in return for his assistance; but I am confident the 
Shazadah will not set near so high a value upon any services he can render him, 
and that he will, I believe, think with me that HEir Cossim was so far advanced 
as he had any pretensions to in having the Subahdarry of these provinces. 

I parted from the Naw^ab yesterday evening. We were both, you will 
judge, pretty much dissatisfied with each other; he with me for speaking my 
mind so freely to him, a thing very unprecedented in this country, and I with 
him for the delays and obstructions he is likely to cause to our military opera¬ 
tions. 


I have the honor to be, with great respect, &c., 

(Sd.) JOHN CARNAC. 

„ HENRY VANSITTART. 
„ W. B. SUMNER. 


Port William, the 17th March 1761. 

At a Committee peesent: 

The Hon’ble Heney Vansittaet, President. 

Petee Amyatt, Esq. 

William Ellis, Esq. 

William B. Sumner, Esq. 

Read, approved, and signed the Proceedings of 15th instant. 

Received the following letter from Major Carnac and W. McGuire, Bsq., dated Patna, 
•i4th February 1761:— 

Gentlemen, —We acquainted you in a letter, under date the 20th, of the 
Shazadah’s having that day entered Patna, and taken up his residence in the 
killa, since which we have received your favor of 13th. 
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The Major is extremely well pleased to find that in his proceedings with 
the Shazadah he has acted so conformably to your sentiments and instruc¬ 
tions. 

The Shazadah does not so thoroughly reconcile himself to his present 
situation as we could wish; he entertains a diffidence that we want to make a 
State prisoner of him, and that perhaps for life; and to remove the appearance 
thereof, he is very anxious to be allowed to go out and in as he pleases, but 
this we are obliged to evade while any of his forces keep together and so near, 
as it would afford opportunities for more of his people entering the city than 
we think it prudent to admit, and yet we cannot insist too peremptorily upon 
his dismissing them all, as this would further alarm him and increase his sus¬ 
picion that we had ill designs against him. The approach of the Nawab is 
fresh cause of uneasiness to him, and he has more than once expressed his fears 
from that quarter; but that which seems most to affect him, is our refusal to 
let the Cutbah be read and siccas coined in his name. He alleges that such an 
open declaration in his favor on the part of the English would strengthen his 
party and influence which, as he says, is already very considerable. He assures 
us tiiat Abdullah is entirely in his interest, and in proof thereof gave us the 
accompanying copy of a paper of intelligence pretended to be received from 
Delhi, but which we doubt to be a forgery. We have declared to him that we 
could not take upon us without your leave first obtained the granting him 
demands of such importance, and therefore referred him to you; he has accord¬ 
ingly wrote to the Governor on the subject, which letter is enclosed herewith. 

The allowance stipulated for him by the Major on condition of his sepa¬ 
rating from Komdar Cawn is so far short of his occasions that we have at his 
representation ventured to add Ks. 300 per day thereto, of our own autho¬ 
rity, but even this addition he makes it evident to us w’ill be greatly insufficient, 
and if you really are inclined to take him by the hand and that he should be 
su])portkl in the manner his high rank entitles him to, a much larger income 
ought to be allotted to him by the Nawab, who will still be a considerable 
gainer by the advantage that arises to this province from the Prince’s person 
being in our power. 

We bog, Gentlemen, your immediate answer to this address, and that you 
will be ph'asod to point out particrdarly to us in -what manner we arc hereafter 
to proceed, and what indulgences you are willing should be allowed to the 
Shazadah. 

We have the honor to be, &c. 


Copy o£ the Intelligence transmitted by Bullub Doss at Shajehanabad, the I2th of Jem- 
madasannee, or 19th January, wrote at Gunihir. 

I before acquainted you with the news of the battle fought between the 
Chiefs of Deccan and His Majesty the King of Kings, with the defeat of Sada- 
shurow and the flight of the forces to the royal city. Letters since arrived 
from Shajehanabad bring us the following advices. That after the retreat of 
tlie said forces, Gungawdur Nunian, Dewan to Mulharrow, and Ramaji Bahowni, 
arrived. Upon thodr arrival NaroAvjee Sanear gave place and fled, and they 
all made off with the greatest confusion and precipitation to Muttra, and from 
thence intend to proceed into their own country. Sadashurow behaved with 
great bravery in the battle; after his defeat he poisoned his wives and retreated 
towards Narnaul and Cootpootley. This you may depend upon being fact 
w'ithout the least doubt. The Chiefs that were with Sumshair Bahadur and 
Ibrahim Cawn Gardi were killed and Mulharrow^ and Junggugi and Damagi and 
Biswasi’ow and other Chiefs are currently reported to be slain; others say they 
are only wounded and fled. The news is doubtful, but the defeat of Sadashu¬ 
row" and the destruction of the Deccan army and the victory gained by the 
King of Kings is an undoubted fact, without .the least exaggeration. The report 
formerly mentioned of the death of the Nawab Nuggebadpwla Bahadur is false; 
that Nawab is safe and in good health, and the other Chiefs have escaped with¬ 
out the least hurt. A most wonderful victory has fallen to the destiny of the 
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King of Kings. The Nawab Sbujaodowla Bahadur and the Nawab Nuggeba- 
dowla Bahadur had surrounded the elfects and treasury and artillery of the 
Mahrattas in the suburbs of Panneeput, and many valuable effects and money 
and elephants, horses and artillery, have fallen into the hands of the Durannees 
or Abdullas. An arzee from the Nawab Muggadowla Abdulahud Cawn, the 
son of the Nawab Abdulmuggeed Oawn Bahadur, deceased, and from Hilawl 
Muhmamad Cawn, has been presented to the Prince of the Empire containing 
the particulars of this victory. He was greatly rejoiced and rewarded the Cos- 
sids, and Her Majesty Zeenut Mahal and Mirza Bauber intend waiting upon His 
august Majesty. On Friday the 9tli one hundred horse of tlie King of Kings 
took possession of Shahjehanabad. The Nawab Soojaodowlah Bahadur exerted 
himself greatly in this battle, and his forces signalized themselves; this has 
gained him great favor from His Majesty. 


Translation of a letter from Nawab Zeenat Mahal, mother of Shah Allum, to Shah Allum. 

The King of Kings is arrived at the killah. To this day, which is the 20th 
of the month Rejjeb, I have frequently visited the King of Kings. He expects 
your arrival, and is impatient for it; he has given me great encouragement in 
assuring me that he remains but for Shah Allum, and his word may be depend¬ 
ed on. My son, be assured that on your coming everything will be concluded. 
When I desired the Shah to send some token of favor to Shah Allum, he replied, 
I before sent a sirpache, &c., but he did not come: to repeat it is not proper. 
It is better that Shah Allum come himself, then I will put his country into 
his hands and depart. Timur Shah has given me marks of his affection more 
than I can express, and he too desires most earnestly that you may arrive soon, 
but he says that he understands some ill-advised people will not let you come, 
just as at this place ill-advised people say many things to the King of Kings, 
but he pays no regard to them, and waits for the King. God forbid (says he) 
that Shah Allum should suffer himself to be led away by the advice of ill- 
designing men, and delay coming. This will not be well; we are faithful to our 
engagements. All this trouble that we have taken upon ourselves is for the 
sake of Shah Allum Bahadur; let him by all possible means come here speedily. 
My dear son, how long will it be before you come ? This is the time, and it is 
expedient and necessary that you come immediately. If the Shah (wdiich God 
forbid!) should be so pressed as to depart, fresh difficulties will fall out. Aga 
Bizza is arrived with letters from you to the Shah, and for Timur Shah, as 
also for Zeen Begum. I have read all these letters in the presence of the said 
persons. They said we will send letters to invite Shah Allum, but yoiu* letters 
will have a greater effect if you invite him. My son, if you find anything in 
those parts worthy your choice, wash your hands of this place. 


JP.S .—For God’s sake ! I beg you will send Bahadur Allee, your servant, 
to me, as I have no life left. 


Translation of a letter from the Shazadah to the Governor. 

Before the time your arzdasht came to my perusal, regarding the invio¬ 
lable faith and hearty allegiance of the English Company, I was graciously 
inclined to favor them, but % the intervention of several evil persons, this pur¬ 
pose had not effect. At this time necessity having caused me to remove those 
people, I am come of my own accord into the English army, and Major John 
Carnac Bahadur has behaved with suitable marks of respect and obedience. 
The situation of the Empire of Hindustan is not unknown; the English Com¬ 
pany has ever been devoted in service and allegiance to the illustrious race of 
Timur. If you likewise obey the ancient rights of friendship, in such manner 
as the affairs of the Sircar may be promoted, write to Major Carnac. If by the 
will of God you approve your friendship and allegiance to me, I shall be pleased 
with you, and will favor all your wishes. If otherwise, a better time will never 
happen than this, in which I have in person repaired to your dwellings in reli¬ 
ance on your bravery. Write a speedy answer j know that I am in anxious 
expectation. 
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The Goveraor’s answer to the Shazadah. 

I have been honored with Your Majesty’s gracious letter, which Major 
Carnac forwarded to me. You are pleased to observe that the English nation 
have always behaved with obedience and fidelity to the illustrious race of 
Timur. This is a fact known to all the world, and that I have ever been 
inclined to act according to Your Majesty’s pleasure, the addresses which have 
heretofore been presented to you on my part will sufficiently testify. But as 
this is an undertaking of the first importance, it is necessary to wait till Pro¬ 
vidence points out to us a proper opportunity. Your Majesty will be pleased 
to consider well what Chiefs or Commanders of the Empire will join your royal 
standard, and which may he led by their ill-luck to take another course; the 
means also of raising money for the expenses must he thought of and provided 
for. These are the most material circumstances to be considered of. The 
English army is always ready at your command, and as the war in Deccan, 
where we have, during a long course of troubles, acted in faithful alliance with 
the Nawab Amdutolmulk Seraja Dowla Bahadur, is now happily concluded by 
the reduction of Pondicherry, a large reinforcement of our troops will soon 
arrive from thence. The Nawab Imtyazo-Dowla Cossim Ally Cawn Bahadur 
is on his way to Patna, and will have the happiness of waiting on you. Your 
Majesty will be pleased to consult with him, who is your faithful well-wisher, 
and with Major Carnac, who is already honored with yom* esteem, and Mr. 
McGuire, the Chief of Patna Factory, and when you have considered of all the 
circumstances, and resolved upon the most proper measures, you wdll favor me 
with your opinion and command in a full and ample manner, that I may act 
accordingly. In the meantime Your Majesty will regard all the Company’s 
possessions as your own, and whichever is inost agreeable to you, let the same 
be honored with your presence. 


Received the following letter from Major John Carnac, dated Patna, the 24tb February 1761:_ 

Gentlemen, —Prom the day the Shazadah made overtures towards a 
negotiation, the bringing that business to a happy conclusion has so much 
employed my attention, and so much of my time has been taken up witl the 
Prince and his Ministers on one part and the two Maharajas on the other, 
that I have not had it in my power to write to you so punctually as I could 
wish. I have now before me four letters from you rmanswered, viz., one dated 
the 30th ultimo, the three others tbe 9th, 10th, and 13th instant, the second in¬ 
closing a copy of the letter from the Council of Fort St. George advising of the 
misfortune that had befallen our fleet, and the last containing the papers rela¬ 
tive to the glorious event of the surrender of Pondicherry. Owing to some 
neglect or other in the office probably, none of the public letters reach me in 
due time, but always arrive at least two days later than private ones of the 
same date. 

It gives me the utmost satisfaction. Gentlemen, to find that I have acted 
so agreeably to your intentions in the assurances I have given the Shazadah 
of protection and a suitable maintenance, and that by your instructions, though 
they arrived too late to serve as a guidance to me, I have the sanction of your 
authority for the assurances I have given him. 

You have been acquainted in a joint letter from Mr. McGuire and myself 
of the Prince having entered Patna the 20th, and we shall again jointly address 
you in answer to your favor of 22nd, and at the same time fully inform you of 
the Prince’s demands and pretensions, to which letter, so far as regards liim, I 
must beg leave to refer you. ’ 

The Nawab has left the road to the Chuekweyah pass and has turned off 
towards Curruckpore, from whence he was ten coss distance the 21st, as Ensign 
Stables informs me in a letter received from him this day. You may depend 
upon my giving him all the assistance in my power to settle everything in this 
province in the best manner; I will also very readily lend my assistance in the 
adjusting the payment of that part of his troops under Ragebullub so far as he 
ineans to act fairly by them, but should he expect any support from me in acts 
of injustice, he will be much mistaken; the English forces, while I have the 
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honor of commanding them, shall never be employed as instruments of violence 
and oppression. 

Your directions in regard to E<amnarain shall be religiously observed. I 
could not have received any order from you with more pleasure than this of 
protecting a person for whom I know Colonel Clive has a particular regard, 
and who himself deserves much at the hands of the English, on account of the 
attachment he has all along shewn to them, however ill he might be disposed 
to the Nawab. 

I shall, agreeable to your orders, Gentlemen, return Major Yorke to Cal¬ 
cutta as soon, and with as many Europeans, as the state of affairs here will 
admit of. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, &c. 


Agreed, we write the following letter to Major John Caruac 

Sib, —^We have received your favor of the 6th; such part thereof as relates 
to the Shazadah we shall fully reply to in an address to yourself and Mr. 
McGuire. 

We are extremely concerned to see the disagreeable circumstanr-es that 
passed at your first interview with the Nawab, especially as such a want 
of confidence shewn in a public durbar cannot fail to hurt both parties in the 
eyes of the world. We hope a longer acquaintance will create a greater harmony 
which we must earnestly recommend both to you and the Nawab, as the public 
service must suffer if any differences subsist, for those are never wanting who 
will seek to make their advantage by it. 

It is certainly right and conformable to our inclinations, that the disposi¬ 
tion of the army and the determination on all military matters should rest with 
our commanding officer. The Nawab’s sending for Eamnarain and Ragebullub 
with their forces without first consulting with you was a very imprudent step, 
and much to be blamed, and perhaps may have been attended with bad conse¬ 
quences to his own affairs, as it seems to have been in the power of Komdar 
Cawn to have returned to his own country. We cannot suppose the Nawab 
had any such view, because it is evidently his own loss, but whatever his rea¬ 
sons might be he ought certainly to have acquainted you with them, and we 
doubt not but he will be sensible from your representations how much his own 
interest depends on following your adviee in all military matters; on the other 
hand it is our intention that you comply with his request in everything re¬ 
specting the regulation of the country and the collection of the I’evcnues. Any 
detachments he may ask for such services you are to grant, unless you have 
reason to judge that the safety of our troops will be at too great a risk. We 
think this distinction sufficiently clear, and flatter ourselves that no disputes 
can hereafter arise. 

We are, &c., 

(Sd.) HENRY VANSITTART. 

The 17th March 1761. „ W. B. SUMNER. 


Fort William, the 28th March 1761. 

At a Committee present: 

The Hon’ble Heney Vansittakt, President. 

Peteb Amtatt, Esq. 

William Ellis, Esq. 

William B. SUMNER, Esq. {absent at Burdwan). 

Bead, approved, and signed the Proceedings of 24th instant. 

Received the following letter from Major John Camac, dated Camp at Bockj'pur, the 20th 
Mareh 1761 

Gentlemen, —Your letter, under date the 7th, to Mr. McGuire and me 
jointly, has been received, and I have been since favored with one from you 
^ted the 9th. 

D 2 
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The Nawab could not be prevailed on to trust himself in the killa, so that 
instead of paying the Shazadah a visit, which, considering the respect due to him 
as a King’s son, there is no doubt he ought to have done, he only gave him a J^^et- 
ing at our factory on the 12th instant. The highest favors, were conferred by 
the Prince upon him, who in return made the strongest professions of attach¬ 
ment and allegiance, but I fear there was no sincerity on either side, and wat 
they bare but little regard for, and as little confidence in, each other. ^ The 
Nawab is already tired of his guest, and has proposed to me the dismissing of 
him with a sum of money, provided he will enter into engagements to quit the 
country, and that he will create no disturbances in future. The truth is, the 
Nawab is jealous that he had no share in the merit of the Shazadah’s coming 
over to us, and is, moreover, I believe ungenerous enough to suspect that we 
may make use of him against himself. The Shazadah, finding we are not so 
forward in his support as he imagined we would from the style of the letters 
he received prior to the battle, has given some intimations of his desiring like¬ 
wise to be dismissed. I request therefore to know from you, as soon as possible, 
whether you have any objections to my conducting him clear of these provinces, 
if both parties agree thereto. 

A letter has been received here from a Jesuit at Lucknow addressed to 
the Commandant or Chief of the English in these parts, which has been sent 
by Mr. McGuire to the President. I give no credit to the contents, as the 
writer is professedly in the service of Sujah Dowlah, and has therefore probably 
wrote it in hopes of intimidating us, or with some other view to his master’s 
interest. If Sujah Dowlah has really bargained with Abdullah for tlie revenues 
due from these provinces, the bargain must have been made previous to the 
change in the Shazadah’s affairs, and he must have proposed setting up the 
Prince, and so, under the authority of his name, collecting them, whereas now 
we have it in our power to make use of the Eoyal name in opposition to him. 
There is, however, very little probability of his marching this way; the troubles 
at Delhi are so far from being ended, that we are assured Balagerow is on his 
return thither, and the season is rather too far advanced for so distant an 
expedition: should we receive certain advice of his coming downward with ill 
intentions, we ought to push over the Caramnassa, and confine the theatre and 
miseries of war within his own country. 

Such has been the happy consequence of our victory of the 15th January 
that the hitherto disaffected zemindars are all disposed to make their sub¬ 
missions, and the Nawab expects to be able thoroughly to settle the business of 
this province without moving from hence. As I do not see the least likeli¬ 
hood that he can have any occasion for so large a force as we have here at 
present, I thought it my duty to represent to him the greatness of the expense, 
and proposed sending down to Calcutta 150 or 200 Europeans, agreeably to 
former directions from you; but this proposal put him into a most violent ferment, 
and he has wrote to the President in consequence thereof. The Nawab seems 
to have thought our army to be entirely under his orders, but is, I fancy, by 
this time, convinced that I shall never submit thereto: God have mercy indeed 
upon an English army under his direction, or that of any Musulman whatever; 
they would soon be employed to very ill purposes, and forfeit that reputation 
they have so long deservedly maintained. 

I am, &c. 


Agreed, we write Major Carnac the following answer 

Sir, —We have this day received your favour of the 20th instant. From the 
views Sujah Dowlah has long had towards Bengal we think it very probable he 
might enter into such engagements with Abdullah as are mentioned in the 
letter from Lucknow. And we a^ee entirely with you that our army should 
march to oppose any force entering the provinces, let them be commanded by 
who they will, or let their professed design be what it will. The appearance of 
a good force always makes negotiating more easy. Sujah Dowlah having hitherto 
been in the interests of the Shazadah, we are of opinion that the measure the 
most expedient to be pursued for securing the tranquillity of Bengal, and for the 
benefit of the Prince, would be for him to endeavour to treat with Sujah 
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Dowlah, and through his means to prevail on Abdullah to declare in his favour. 
With respect to the revenues it might be represented that the continual 
troubles for so long time past has so much decreased them, that what can be 
collected will serve only to defray the expense of the Shazadah’s march to 
Delhi. If the Prince should press any further his being conducted out of the 
provinces we shall begin to apprehend he is treating separately with Sujah 
Dowlah, in which case he would probably return into Bengal more powerful 
than ever, notwithstanding any promises he might make to us. We should 
therefore think it much more expedient to treat jointly, for although nothing is 
further from our thoughts than to oppose the Shazadah’s inclinations, yet we 
should think it unsafe to let him out of our hands while there is an appearance 
of Sujah Dowlah’s marching this way with so large a force. 

Enclosed are letters to Abdullah and Sujah Dowlah which you may forward 
with your own and the Shazadah’s if he is willing to enter into the proposed 
negotiation. 

We have the pleasure to acquaint you Colonel Coote arrived here the 

-instant, and as we hope his regiment will soon follow him, and everything 

here remains quiet, we would have the whole force kept at Patna, until the 
state of affairs at Delhi is more certain. 

We are, with esteem, &c., 

(Sd.) HENRY VANSITTART. 

* „ P. AMYATT. 

The S8th March 1761. 


Fort William, the 9th April 1761. 

At a Committee present : 

The Hon’blb Henry Vansittart, President. 

Colonel Eyre Coote. 

Peter Amyatt, Esq. 

William Ellis, Esq. 

William B. Sumner, Esq. 

Read, approved, and signed the Proceedings of 3rd instant. 

Received the following letter from Major John Carnac, dated Camp at Bockypur, the 
25th March 1761 

Gentlemen, —am just now favored with your letter of the I7th. I 
hope you do not think me so unreasonable as to be capable of opposing the 
Nawab merely for opposition’s sake; I promise you I shall never do so, but when 
the good of the service and my own honor make it requisite, I should, I have 
indeed, taken upon me to cure him of an error he had fondly indulged himself 
in, and communicated to all around him, that his army was put wholly uuder 
his power: I could not, consistently with what I owe to the troops and myself, 
allow him to entertain a supposition so derogatory to the honor of both. 

I will readily give the Nawab all the assistance in my power towards the 
regulation of the country and the collection of its revenues; but if the business 
of the campaign prove to be so far ended that there will be no longer occasion 
to keep the forces collected, and that the army is to be parcelled out in detach* 
ments at his discretion, there will be no necessity of my continuance here, and 
I request your permission, whenever this happens to be the case, that I may 
return to Calcutta. 

I yesterday enclosed to you, Gentlemen, a letter of intelligence from a 
Jesuit of Lucknow. 

I wait with extreme impatience for your directions relative to the Shazadah, 
who grows daily more and more anxious to be gone, and the Nawab is equally 
so to get rid of him. 

I am, with much respect, &c. 
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Received the following letter from Major John Carnac, dated Camp at Bockypur, 28th 
March 1761- 

Gentlemen, —What I warned both you and Cossini Ally Cawn of is 
actually come to pass. Kamgar Cawn, perceiving the inaction our detachment 
was necessitated to remain in by the Nawab’s having withdrawn his people, has 
come from out of his hills; he has already retaken a small fort called Bellara, 
and invested another, by name Cusera, the most considerable in this country. 
This has alarmed the Nawab, and he sent to me to-day, requesting I would oi*der 
Captain Champion to the relief of Cusera, but without detaching any part of 
his own forces for that purpose. He would be no more than rightly served for 
his ill-management if Kamgar Cawn was to recover his country; however, as it 
would be a disgrace to the English troops to suffer such a fellow to act offen¬ 
sively within a few coss of them, I have directed Champion to put a stop to 
his operations. It is a crying shame that his zemindar should have been left 
unmolested for near three weeks that the Nawab has arrived, as had proper 
measures been pursued he would have been easily crushed. I acquainted you 
in my letter of the 6th the reason of the Nawab’s having called in his forces; it 
proceeded from his absurd, fear and equally absurd suspicions of the Shazadah, 
and his wanting on that account for his greater security to have his whole army 
about him. 

Your letter. Gentlemen, under date the 20th to Mr. McGuire and me 
jointly, reached me yesterday evening. The article which the Shazadah will 
probably stand most in need of, viz.^ money, you declare yourselves in mo con¬ 
dition, and I dare answer the Nawab is in no disposition, to give him; he will 
therefore at last be obliged to prosecute his claim alone, which he is now very 
anxious to do, conceiving but small hopes from either, and wants to leave us 
immediately. Could I have foreseen the difl&culties and obstructions that were 
to arise, I had done much better, and should have been more thanked by the 
Nawab at least, not to have received the Prince, who would have been long 
before this clear of our dominions. However, I flatter myself some good may 
hereafter result to us from the protection I have given him, as I have reason to 
believe he is so well pleased with the manner in which I have behaved to him 
when in my power, as to think well of the English on that account, and that 
he will be glad to confer favors upon them, if he should ever be in a situation 
so to do; but I do not think he will be ever well disposed to the Nawab, who 
has not acted by him in such a manner as to have the least right to expect he 
should. 

I am, with much respect, &c. 


Received the following letter from Major John Carnac, dated Camp at Bockypur, 30th 
March 1761:— 

Gentlemen,— The Shazadah did me the honor to pay me a visit this 
morning at our camp. While he was wijh me I received a letter, dated 22nd, 
from the President, with the advice of Colonel Coote’s arrival in Ballasore Hoad, 
which I immediately communicated to him. This news has not at all lessened 
his desire to be gone; he assured me his being detained longer would be the 
utmost detriment to his cause, and therefore desired to quit the city, and repair 
to his tents on Thursday next, and to be dismissed as soon after as possible. He 
expressed much dissatisfaction with the Nawab, and proposed giving to us the 
Subahdarry of these provinces instead of Cossim Ally Cawn—a trust, he 
observed, we were both more capable and more worthy*of. I answered that 
I believed you. Gentlemen, were fully satisfied with your present possessions, 
and that you required nothing more for yourselves than the Royal confirmation 
of them and your privileges, to which he did me the honor to reply, that if it 
was ever his fate to be master of the Empire of Hindustan, he would, upon my 
account, confer any favors upon the English Company that should be requested 
of him. 

The Prince is very pressing with me to accompany him as far as Benares, 
which he says will greatly forward his affairs: I told him I could not take upon 
me without your permission to carry our troops beyond the Caramnassa, but 



31 


that, as I should immediately acquaint you with his desire, I might possibly, by 
the time we reached that river, receive a discretionary power from you to go 
further. 

The Nawab is extremely anxious to have a visit from the Prince, as this 
will raise his fame greatly in the country, and has begged of me to solicit that 
favor for him. I don’t think he has any right to have such an honor conferred 
on him, as he really never visited the Prince. However, I addressed the Shaza- 
dah to-day on the subject, who has been pleased, at ray request, to condescend 
to go to the Nawab’s on Wednesday next, provided I attend him, and have our 
people posted at the place appointed for his reception. 

I have just now advice from Captain Champion that having marched, in 
consequence of my orders, after Kamgar Cawn, he met with him yesterday in 
the forenoon and defeated him. I shall communicate to you the particulars as 
soon as I receive them. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 


Received the following letter from Major John Carnac, dated Camp at Bockypur, Ist 
April 1761 

Gentlemen, —I the day before yesterday acquainted you of my having 
received advice from Captain Champion that he had defeated Kamgar Cawn. By 
a second letter received from Captain Champion last night, I have the following 
particulars: That he found a part of the enemy in a village called Baura, from 
whence he quickly dislodged them; that they afterwards collected their body and 
vigorously attacked a small party of the Nawab’s horse who w^ere drawn up on 
his right; these were soon forced to give way with some loss, but Kamgar 
Cawn’s people, in order to make this attack, were obliged to come so near as 
within our grape, which did good execution among them, insomuch that 
Kamgar Cawn left us the field of battle and retired to Govindpur. No loss 
was sustained by our detachment during the engagement, but three of our 
Europeans, having strayed from camp, probably in search of arrack, fell in 
with some Mahrattas, who wounded them. 

The Nawab has at last, at my repeated request, condescended to send 3,000 
or 4,000 of his horse into Kamgar Cawn’s country to act under Captain 
Champion. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 


Received the following letter from Major John Carnac and William McGuire, Esq., dated 
Patna, 1st April 1761 :— 

Gentlemen, —We were duly honored with your letter of 20th ultimo. 
The Major waited yesterday on the Shazadah, but could not be accompanied 
by Mr. McGuire, he being a little indisposed. While the Major w'as in the 
presence, the Commander of the few Mogul horse in the Shazadah’s service 
brought him a message from the Moghuls to the following purpose : That they 
were all extremely averse to his resigning his sacred person at Delhi with so 
small a force, while things remained there in their present unsettled condition. 
This message occasioned a long conference between the Prince and the Major, 
the purport whereof was, that if we really wished him to prosecute his claim to 
the Empire, and meant to support him in so doing, w^e could not be so unreason¬ 
able to expect he should disband a few trusty servants who had followed him in 
all his ill-fortunes, but that out of his present allowance he could not afford to 
subsist them; that therefore, if we could not prevail on the Nawab to add 
thereto as much as would enable him to do so, he must request to be imme¬ 
diately dismissed, that he might seek in some other country a provision for 
himself and them, till Providence had placed him on his father’s throne, or 
otherwise disposed of him. We have reason to believe so small an addition as 
five hundred rupees per day would induce him to stay till matters were ripe for 
our accompanying him. Now supposing this should be eight or nine months. 
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the expense will be so trifling compared to the immense charge he has hitherto 
yearly involved the Sircar in, that one would imagine the Nawab should readily 
assent thereto; however, we have not influence over him unless you be pleased 
to interpose in the Shazadah*s behalf; on the contrary the Nawab seems so 
anxious for his departure, that we apprehend he would rather lessen the allow¬ 
ance, in hopes thereby of obliging him to go away the sooner. 

We request your immediate answer, though we much doubt whether we 
shall be able to engage the Prince to continue with us till your answer can 
arrive. 

We are, with much respect, &c. 


Agreed, we write the following letter to Major John Carnac and William McGuire, Esq.: ■— 

Gentlemen, —We last night received your favor of 1st instant. We con¬ 
tinue in our resolution of assisting the Shazadah as soon as circumstances are so 
favorable as to admit of our entering upon action, but we cannot discover from 
any of your letters what friends he expects to join him, or Avbat his resources 
are. By many of your late letters it should seem that he was desirous of quit¬ 
ting the province immediately, but by that now before us, it appears he would 
be content to remain at Patna till the expedition can be carried on, provided 
that an addition of fioOO per day be made to his present allowances. We 
agree without a difficulty to your paying him that further sum, and the Presi¬ 
dent writes to the Nawab to represent to him the necessity of this advance and 
to desire he will reimburse you. 

Colonel Coote will set out in a few days with more particular instructions 
in regard to the assurances we would wish to have, before we set out on the 
expedition, and we doubt not but the Shazadah Avill be willing to stay till he 
has a conference nith the Colonel. 


The 9ih April 1761. 


We are, with much esteem, &c. 


Agreed, we write the following letter to Major John Carnac 

Sir, —Your favors of 25th, 28tb, andSOth ultimo, and one of the 1st instant, 
we have duly received, and are much pleased to hear of the success Captain 
Champion had met with. Such parts of your letters as relate to the Shazadah, 
we have replied to in an address to yourself and Mr. McGuire, and have there¬ 
fore only to add here that 

We are, with esteem, &c., 

(Sd.) HENRY VANSITTART. 

„ P. AMYATT. 

„ W. B. SUMNER. 


Port William, the 17th April 1761. 

At a CoMMirrEE present: 

The Hon’ble Henry Vansittart, President. 

Colonel Eyre Coote. 

Peter Amyatt, Esq. 

William B. Sumner, Esq. 

Read, approved, and signed the Proceedings of 10th instant. 

Received the following letter from Major John Carnac, dated Patna, 6th April 1761- 
Gentlemen, —I was yesterday favored with your letter of the 28th 
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March. Your apprehensions of Sujah Dowlah will hare been removed by the 
letter I enclosed to you the 24th ultimo from the Padre at Lucknow, wholly 
contradicting the news of his former letter. Indeed, I never gave the least 
credit to the first account, as whoever has any knowledge of Sujah Dowlah’s 
situation, must be sensible that he has too much to fear for himself, and too 
much business upon his own hands, to attempt disturbing the peace of these 
provinces. 

The carrying on a correspondence with Abdullah is become unnecessary, as 
there is no doubt of his having actually left Delhi on his return to his own 
country; the intelligence through all hands agrees in this particular. The 
Prince, on the confirmation of this news, asked to me to-day what now hindered us 
from publicly declaring in his favor, and allowing the Cutbah to be read, and 
siccas coined in his name. He then said, if we still persisted in our refusal, 
he must conclude we had not the attachment for him we profest, and that 
therefore, without a favorable answer from the Nawab and us, by to-morrow 
moon he would repair to his tents, and prepare for his immediate march. He 
had once determined to leave the city as on Thursday last, yet with much 
difficulty I shifted him off from day to day, but believe it will be impossible to 
detain him longer, unless we grant him the marks of Royalty he requests, and 
this I do not suppose the Nawab will agree to, as he is too anxious for his 
departure to yield him any favours that may induce him to delay it. Nothing, 
however, is to be apprehended from the Shazadah’s dismission, as I dare 
answer he has no ill designs, and that he will make the best of his way to Delhi, 
thinking it imprudent to wait on the uncertainty of our assistance, at the risk of 
losing the advantage of this season, which is drawing to an end, especially as 
by Abdullah’s moving homewards the field is now left open for him. 

The Prince paid a visit to the Nawab the 2nd instant and reciprocal 
engagements were entered into between them, and wrote with their own hands 
upon each other’s Koran. 


I am, with much respect, &c. 


Agreed, we write the following answer to Major Carnac’s letter :— 

Sib, —We have received your letter of 6th instant, and observe what you 
say concerning the Shazadah. We would wish that our conduct with respect 
to him should be uniform, and when we have it in our power to set out on the 
expedition, should be glad to give him the marks of Royalty he requests, but 
till circumstances are so favorable we are still of opinion such a declaration 
should be declined. Colonel Coote will set out for Patna the beginning of 
next week. We cannot conceive any good motives the Prince can have to leave 
our protection before the Colonel joins you; but should he be determined to 
prosecute his fortunes without our assistance, we would have him escorted to the 
Cai’amnassa, with a body-guard only of our troops—Captain Champion’s party 
will do, or one of the same force;—and that the remainder of the army do con¬ 
tinue at Patna till Colonel Coote arrives there. 

As the principal point to be adjusted, before we declare openly in favor of 
the Shazadah, is bringing Sujah Dowlah into his interest, w’e Avould by ail 
means have the President’s letter to Sujah Dowlah forwarded, as Avell as that 
to Abdullah. 


We are, with much esteem, &c., 

(Sd.) HENRY VANSITTART. 

„ P. AMYATT. 

.. WILLIAM B. SUMNER. 
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Fort Willianij the 21st April 1761. 

At a CoiiiiiTTEE present: 

The Hon’ble Henry Vansittart, Fresident. 

Colonel Eyre Coote. 

Peter Amyatt, Esq. 

William Ellis, Esq. 

Bead, approved, and signed the Proceedings of 17th instant. 

Received the following letter from Major John Carnac, dated Camp at Bockypur, 13th 
April 1761 

Gentlemen, —The Shazadah does not think the assurances or your 
support and assistance so strong as to justify his waiting so many months for 
the fulfilling thereof, nor has he (he observes) a sufficiency for the subsistence 
of himself and his people in the interim; he therefore judges it most advisable 
to take the advantage of Abdullah’s absence, and try bio fortune alone. I kept 
him off from this design for several days, but the Nawab has at last so effectually 
counteracted me by bribing some of the Prince’s favourites to urge to him the 
necessity of his immediate departure, that this counsel has prevailed; he quitted 
the city in the morning, and is now arrived at his tents. I imagine he will be 
for marching as speedily as possible, and as I have promised to accompany 
him as far at least as the Caramnassa, I have ordered half of Major Yorke’s 
detacliment to join us, leaving the rest under the command of Captain Eobertson 
to attend the !Nawab agreeable to his request. 

I have long had reason to susjiect the Nawab had ill designs against 
Ramnarain, and have now found my suspicions to be too true. His Excellency 
made a heavy complaint to me yesterday in the presence of Mr. McGuire, 
Major Yorke, Messrs. Lushington and Swinton, that there was a considerable 
balance due on the revenues of this province. Ramnarain has declared to me 
that he was very ready to lay the accounts before him; however, as the two 
parties differ widely in their statement, Mr. IMcGuire and I proposed that they 
should each make out their accounts, and refer them to your Board, who would 
fairly decide between them. This, which I thought a reasonable pi’oposal, was 
so far from being satisfactory to the Kawab, that he plainly declared nothing 
less could satisfy him than the Maharaja’s being removed from the Xaibut of 
these provinces before he returned to Murshedabad. You are all I believe 
acquainted, Gentlemen, that Colonel Clive engaged to Ramnarain on the part of 
the English that he should be continued Subah Naib of this province so long as 
he chose to be so, and that the Colonel constantly opposed every attempt of 
Mir Jaff'ur or the Chuta Nawab to remove him : this engagement should 
surely hold equally good again.st Cossim Ally Cawn, as being prior to any 
you have concluded with him. Thus far justice pleads in behalf of Ramnarain; 
and it is certainly good policy to support the weight and influence of a person 
known to be so attached to the English interest in order to counterbalance the 
Nawab, who, as far as I can judge, makes a point to take all power from out of 
the hands of those whom he finds to favor or be favored by the English. Of 
this I have seen more instances than one, and he is now giving a fresh proof of 
it in the ease of Roy Shitabroy, whom he is about to dispossess of his jagirs, 
though he deserves particular consideration both from the Nawab and ns, on 
account of the zeal and assiduity with \vhich he served both in the transac¬ 
tions with the Shazadah. 

I am directed. Gentlemen, by your letter under date the 9th February, to 
protect Ramnarain against all violence and injustice that may be offered to 
his person, honor or fortune. If you do not mean to include in these the 
continuance of the Subahdarry to him, it will be impossible for me to comply 
with your direction, and the moment that all power is taken from himself he 
will be reduced to the necessity of seeking an asylum elsewhere from the 
oppressions of the Nawab. 

The enclosed is a translate of the latest news received from above. 

I am, with much respect, &c. 
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Agreed, we write the following answer to Major Carnac^s letter :— 

Sir, —By your letter of the 13th instant, we find the Shazadah had quitted 
Patna and had entered his tents, and you had determined to accompany him 
as far as the Carainnassa, but we conclude you will advance no further after 
our letter of the 17th instant reaches you. The paper of news you transmitted 
us seems to lay the Prince under a still greater necessity of seeking our assist¬ 
ance, We therefore imagine he cannot proceed by himself, hut will wait for 
Colonel Coote’s anival, who sets out to-morrow for Patna. 

We ever intended to preserve Ramnai’ain in the Government of Patna, and 
have therefore recommended it to Colonel Coote to give him his ]>iotectiou in 
all circumstances. 


We are, with much esteem, &c. 


Agreed, the following instructions be delivered to Colonel Coote, who is now ready to s^■t 
out for Patna :— 

To CoLOSKL Coote, Cominauder-in-C!iief of the Forces in Bengal. 

Sir, —The present tranquillity of these provinces, and the valuable territories 
the Company are possessed of, render the securing that tranquillity, and the 
confirmation of those advantages, the most tvorthy objects of our attention. 

The connection betwixt our nation and the Shazadah, the eldest son of 
the last Mogul, may afford the most effectual means of answering those pur¬ 
poses, if circumstances should turn out so as to put it in our po\yer to assist 
him in prosecuting his title to the throne of his father. There have been 
so many revolutions of late in the affairs of Delhi, that it is hardly possible for 
us to describe to you how the several Chiefs may stand affected, but so far as we 
have been able to observe, the Chiefs who have show’ii the most constant 
attachment to the cause of the Shazadah, are Sujah Dowlah, the Nawab 
of Oudh, and Xajeba Dowlah, the Chief of the liohillas. The territories of the 
former extending from the River Caramnassa very far towards Delhi, it is his 
alliance that would be most particularly useful in promoting the success of an 
ex])edition to that capital; nor should we think it rash, if the Shazadah should 
desire our assistance, to declare openly in his favor, ■whenever Sujah Dowlah 
should have agreed to the plan, and given assurances of his readiness to act in 
conjunction with us* 

By the latest advices from Delhi we are infonned Abdullah was on his 
retui’n to his owui country, and that a very large force of Mahrattas was on their 
raai'ch towards Delhi with intentions, after executing tiicir purposes there, to 
attack Sujah Dowlah’s country. Those advices, if true, should, we imagine, have 
the effect of making the Shazadah the more seriously inclined to ask our 
assistance, and Sujah Dowlah wish to strengthen himself by sucli an alliance. 
It is true you would have a troublesome enemy to deal with in so large a body 
of Mahrattas, but we should little doubt of your beating them, if tliey would 
venture to come to an action, and at the same time such measure might be 
taken by the other Presidencies, as to oblige them to return to the Deccan; sucli 
measures we shall strongly recommend to the gentlemen at Madras and Bombay, 
if this enterprize should be carried into execution. Letters are dispatched to 
Sujah Dowlah, proposing this alliance to him, and by the time his answers 
arrive, we may hope also to see your regiment, without which reinforcement 
we are not able to spare troops enough for so distant an expedition. 
Another necessary consideration is a sufficient advance of money for the 
expenses of the army on the march; ten lakhs at least wdll he necessary to set 
out with, and as it is a principle with us tliat the Company shall bear no part of 
the burthen, this sum must be furnished by the Nawab out of the revenues of 
Behar and Bengal, but whether he has the means of doing this besides discharg¬ 
ing his balance to the Company, paying off the arrears due to tlie troops of the 
late Nawab, and the current expenses of the Government, seems to us very 
doubtful. We recommend to you. Sir, rather to consult with him on the means 
of raising such a sum than peremptorily to demand it, nor do we in the least 
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doubt but on your representing to him the security and advantage which will 
accrue to his Government from the intended expedition, he will exert himself 
to comply to the utmost of his power with whatever you shall think necessary; 
such assistance as he may he in need of to collect the balances due to the Sircar, 
we desire you will be pleased to yield him. 

We are advised by Major Gamac that there is a difference between the 
Nawab and Eamnarain relative to the accounts of the Patna Province. We 
hope this may be amicably and reasonably adjusted, and request you will give 
your assistance towards it as much as possible. As Eamnarain has been 
remarkably steady in his alliance with the Company, and received from Colonel 
Clive particular assurances of protection with respect to his person, fortune and 
Government, we recommend to you to secure him against all attempts of 
oppression or injustice, and further that the Government of Patna be preserved 
to him if it be his inclination to continue in it. It is needless for us to add 
that it will be far more agreeable to all parties if that can be done by represent¬ 
ing to the Nawab the obligations we are under to Eamnarain and preventing 
by that means the necessity of any forcible measures. 

The Shazadah has often been pressing to have siccas struck and the 
Cutbah to be read in his name, but we have hitherto declined it, on account of 
the uncertainty of the expedition’s taking place, but whenever it may appear 
to you that the giving him these marks of royalty will be the means of strength¬ 
ening our alliance and bringing other Chiefs to join us, we leave it to your 
discretion to act accordingly. 

Many other circumstances may occur which may require your determina¬ 
tion on before you can communicate them to us, which we with the greatest 
pleasure and confidence leave to your discretion, assuring you of our most 
hearty wishes for your success in all your undertakings. Being with perfect 
esteem, &c. 


(Sd.) HENEY VANSITTAET. 
„ P. AMYATT. 


Port William, the 28th April 1761. 

At a Committee present: 

The Hon’ble Henry Vansittart, President. 

Peter Amyatt, Esq. 

William Ellis, Esq. 

Read, approved, and signed the Proceedings of 21st instant. 

Agreed, we write the following letter to Colonel Eyre Coote :— 

Sir, — ^W e hope this will meet you far advanced on your way to Patna. 
The Nawab has made various representations to us of the difficulties he meets 
in settling his accounts with Eamnarain. As on the one hand we are inclined 
to support Eamnarain in the Government of Patna, with all its just advan¬ 
tages, so on the other we would protect the Nawab in the respect and authority 
due to him, and afford him every assistance for the collection of his reve¬ 
nues ; without which it is impossible he can pay the arrears of his troops, or 
support the other charges of his Government. The nature of their differences 
seems to be such as can only be adjusted by arbitration. And for this deter¬ 
mination we can pitch upon no other person, so well qualified as yourself; we 
therefore request that you will make this business one of the first articles of 
your attention, and when you are yourself acquainted with the merits of the 
cause, you will transmit them to us, with your sentiments thereon. Another 
circumstance which demands your most serious consideration is the reduction 
of the chaises of the army, for they are at present a burthen almost too heavy 
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for the Company to bear. For your assistance therein we enclose copy of a regu¬ 
lation made yesterday respecting batta to officers, &c. There remain several 
other articles, such as contingent charges for the train, boats, bullocks, camels, 
elephants, &c., which it is not in our power to regulate, and for which we 
must therefore entirely rely on you. 

Mr. Hugh Watts, our Commissary-General for Camp Expenses, having 
accompanied you to Patna, will assist you in the enquiries and regulations you 
may find necessary in that respect, by taking exact musters of all the attend¬ 
ants of the army. 

We are, with perfect esteem, &c., 

(Sd.) HENRY VANSITTART, 

„ P. AMY ATT. 


Fort WiUiam, the 6th May 1761. 

At a Committee present: 

The Hon’ble Henry Vansittart, President. 

Peter Amyatt, Esq. 

William Ellis, Esq. 

Read, approved, and signed the ‘Proceedings of J8th April. 

Received the following letter from Major John Carnac, dated Camp at Bockypur, 22nd 
April 1761 

Gentlemen, —Your favour of the 9th instant to Mr. McGuire and me jointly, 
empowering us to make an addition of five hundred rupees daily to the Shaza- 
dah’s allowance, has been received. This condescension on your parts would, 
1 am persuaded, have induced him to continue with us, but that his situation is 
now become truly critical, and his affairs bear at present so favorable an 
aspect that the loss of this season may be of the utmost detriment to him, and 
cannot be counterballanced but by the certainty of our accompanying him the 
next. Muhammad Ali Khan arrived two days ago, with letters to him from Abdul¬ 
lah, his own mother, and Shahwali Cawn, Abdullah’s Vizir, pressing him in the 
most urgent terms to proceed to Delhi with all expedition to take possession of 
his father's throne. There is no doubt of Abdullah having appointed Shah 
Allum to the Sultanat; before he quitted Delhi he seated Mirza Jaun Bux on 
the throne with himself as Naib to his father, and Shah Allum's siccas are now 
coined in all parts of the Empire above, yet such is the perverseness of the 
Nawab, he will not allow of the same being done here. The Omrahs are mostly 
if not all in the Shazadah’s interests, and are gone to their respective coun¬ 
tries. Sujah Dowlah is actually arrived in his, and the Lucknow Padre, who is 
just come from thence, and was with me yesterday, informs me he learned upon 
the road that Sujah Dowlah was preparing to come hitherwards in order to 
receive the King, and conduct him on, and it seems there is nothing to be feared 
from the Mahrattas. The Seet's Gomastah (whose intelligence is by far the less 
in these parts) having acquainted me that Ragunaut Row, instead of bringing 
Nizam Ali to the assistance of the Mahrattas, as was before given out, had been 
defeated by him, and that this had occasioned Balagerow to repass the Nar- 
budda and go back into the Deccan to seek revenge on Nizam Ali. No wonder 
then the King should be impatient to be gone, yet so highly does he prize the 
English friendship, he might still be detained could I prevail on the Nawab to 
acknowledge him here, as is done everywhere else; the omission whereof gives 
him but too much room to doubt the sincerity of our professions to him. The 
refusal to gratify him in this particular gives him much uneasiness, and has 
principally confirmed him in his resolution to wait no longer, insomuch that he 
yesterday evening most earnestly requested I would get everything ready to 
march with him the day after to-morrow. I should have done so accordingly, 
but that soon after I left him, I received a letter from Colonel Coote, desiring 
me not to move with the army from Patna till I heard further from him, and 
inclosing an arzee to the Shazadah. What effect this arzee may have on him I 
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cannot say yet, but I shall wait upon him as usual in the evening, and will not 
close my letter till I can inform you of the result of our conference. 

I have been honored. Gentlemen, with your letter of the 9th merely ac¬ 
knowledging your receipt of my addresses of the 25th, 28th, and 80th ultimo, 
and of one of the 1st instant. I should have been glad you had been pleased to 
favor me with your answer to some of the paragraphs contained in them. 
You take no notice of your having received from me a letter, dated the 24th 
March, inclosing one from the Padre at Lucknow to me : however, as the letters 
now seldom miscarry, I suppose it must have reached you. 

I am just returned from the King, with whom I remained upwards of three 
hours, and have at last prevailed on him to stay fifteen days longer for Colonel 
Coote’s arrival. The Nawabs Modar-a-Dowlah and Momtaz-a-Dawla, the two 
principal persons of his Court, are fortunately on our side, or I should not have 
been able to stem the opposite interest, which the Nawab has brought off to his 
party. I had besides many other difficulties to surmount; the letters from Delhi 
crowd apace upon the King, enforcing the necessity of his speedy return 
thither; he does not stomach our still denying to read the Cutbah and coin 
siccas in his name, when this is done everywhere else, but what affects him 
most, he seems to fear, and perhaps not without reason, that he may after all 
be disappointed of our aid, the prospect of which can alone justify his continu¬ 
ing here, when there is so urgent a call for him above. He has made me pro¬ 
mise to write arzees both to his mother and son, to explain to them the cause 
of his detention, and with such assurances of our assistance as may in the in¬ 
terim give them encouragement and render them easy on his account. 

I am, with much respect, &c. 


Received the following letter from Colonel Eyre Coote, dated Plassey House, the 29th 
April, 1761 

Gentlemen, —I have had the pleasure of receiving two letters of 26th and 
28th instant from Mr. Vansittart, as likewise four Persian letters, together with 
some other papers. My delay here is occasioned by the boats not being able to 
come up, which obliges me to bring my baggage overland with great difficulty; 
however, I am getting some conveniences from the 'city, and hope to set off 
from this by next Saturday, after which, intend to make no halt till I reach 
Patna, and will then endeavour to come at the best knowledge of all the affairs 
I have the honor to be entrusted with, for as yet, I must say, I am a good 
deal in the dark, as the different letters I have seen from thence vary so 
much, that it is impossible to form any right judgment from them ; however, 
my own scheme at present is (if the aff air of Delhi goes forward) to endeavour 
to bring about a quadruple alliance between the English, the Prince, the 
Nawab, and Sujah Dowlah; three of the parties will have reason to expect 
something from the Prince, and I hope to find it not difficult to satisfy each. I 
shall likewise endeavour to make some secret articles between the English and 
the Prince. In the meantime you. Gentlemen, will please to consider what will 
be most advantageous and honorable to the English nation, and the Company 
in particular. 

Agreeable to the President’s last letter I have enquired for Gopaul Singh, 
who is not here, nor in the service; he only came up on his way to the city, 
where I have sent to enquire for him, and will send him down as soon as I get 
him; his brother Gudeal Singh is at present with Mr. Johnstone. 

I am, with the most perfect esteem, &c. 


Agreed, we write the following answer to Colonel Eyre Coote:— 

SiE,—We have been favored with your letter, dated at Plassey, the 29th 
April. Mr. McGuire being a member of the Select Committee, we address you 
and him jointly with respect to the treaty to be made with the Shazadah, upon 
which, inderd, we liave little more to say than what is contained in our former 
instructions to Major Carnac and Mr. McGuire. 
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We have had no advices from Madras since you left us, but as we may 
reasonably expect your regiments here some time within this month, we desire 
your opinion whether you would have the whole or any part of them sent im¬ 
mediately to Patna; when you determine on this matter, you will be pleased to 
have in your mind that the sending them up will be attended with a great 
expense to the Company, which it will be unnecessary to incur unless you 
should see occasion for their services; for all the present affairs in that province 
the Company’s force now there is more than sufficient; if the expedition to Delhi 
goes on, you will either take your own regiment, or the Company’s troops as may 
be most agreeable to you, but one or the other must be left for the security of 
the peace of these provinces; if, on the contrary, the Shazadah is desirous of 
setting out before we are ready to accompany him, we recommend to you to 
keep at Patna such a number of Europeans and sepoys as you shall think 
necessary to keep the zemindars in due subjection, and to send all the rest to 
Calcutta, that the present immense expense may be reduced. 

We are, with great regard, &c., 

(Sd.) HENRY VANSITTART. 

„ P. AMYATT. 


Fort William, the 20th May 1761. 

At a Committee peesbnt: 

The Hon’ble Hexry Vansittart, President, 

Peter Amyatt, Esq. 

AYillam Ellis, Esq. 

Read, approved, and signed the Proceedings of 17th instant. 

Received the following letter from Major John Carnac, dated at Morlydur's Garden, the 
12th May 1761 

Gentlemen, —I have before communicated to you the news of Sujah 
Dowlah’s arrival at his capital, and of his intentions (as was said) to advance on 
this way. There is now no doubt of his being at Benares; the horsemen whom I 
dispatched with the letters to him having returned one of their hircarrahs, who 
came in to-day with intelligence that they got to Assumgur, a day’s journey 
from Benares, the 5th instant, w'here they leai’nt of Sujah Dowlah’s being 
arrived within eighteen coss of that city. Though I have no idea that he will 
venture to cross the Ganges, especially so late in the season, yet I think it 
would have been advisable for both the Nawab and us to march immediately 
to the Caramnassa, and I certainly should have done so myself, had I not re¬ 
ceived directions both from you, Gentlemen, and Colonel Coote, to keep the army 
here till the Colonel’s arrival. I mentioned yesterday to the Nawah the 
expediency of his going, but he declined it, alleging that the President had 
recommended to him to wait likewise for the Colonel. Our being so far from 
the frontiers may, perhaps, encourage the Nawab of Oudh to come further on 
than he would have presumed to do had we been at the extremity of our 
dominions to oppose him. The accompanying is a translate of a letter from him 
directed to Saubut Jung as commanding the army; had he been here he would 
have given the answer such an unbecoming letter deserved, to which I was 
much disposed, but feared it might not be approved of by you. I have answer¬ 
ed him to the following purpose: that the English were not to be dictated to, 
or intimidated into any measures; that we had attached ourselves to the King 
from inclination, who was pleased to be perfectly satisfied .with our conduct 
towards him, for the truth whereof I referred to himself; that Colonel Coote 
was making all possible speed hither to concert with His Majesty the most 
effectual means to fix in his empire; and that we should be greatly pleased with, 
his concurrence in the accomplishment of so glorious a work, for which reason 
we heartily wished to enter into an alliance with him; that in the meantime it 
was properhe should wait for the King in his own dominions; that his attempt- 
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ing to come into ours could not but obstract the friendship we were desirous of 
cultivating with him; and that good fniits could not arise from thence, which 
was a phrase in his own letter. The King has also, upon my application, given 
me a letter to be forwarded to him with mine, strictly enjoining him not to 
pass beyond his own confines. Should Sujah Dowlah, however, be foolish enough 
to enter our territories, I dare answer we have in this province a force 
sufficient to cope with him, for I have the same despicable opinion of his forces, 
as of the other Hindustan Powers, when set in opposition to Europeans. 

I find the King’s mother and friends at Delhi have judged it necessary to 
make up matters with Gawze de Cawn, and it seems the keilaut for the Vizariat 
has been sent by her to him; Sujah Dowlah bad been appointed here to that 
office by the King; should the change be confirmed, a new system of politics 
must undoubtedly take place. 

I am, with much respect, &c. 


Translate of a letter from tbe Nawab Shujah*ad-Dowlah Bahadur to Saubut Jung. 

May the blessing of the Almighty and the favor of the King ever remain 
with you, who are of great and noble rank. 

I, who wish well to all, agi?eeable to the engagements I entered into with 
the King of Kings, arrived at Lucknow, and am marched to receive the 
King Shah Allum, which it is my duty to do. I have before wrote to the 
Nawab Imtiaz-ud-Dowlah Bahadur Nuzzerut Jung that the root of friendship 
may ever remain firm between us without the least deviation on either part. I 
also now write you that I shall soon be with you; it is therefore advisable, before 
I arrive, that you put on the cloth of obeisance and shew your attachment to this 
great family, by presenting a proper peshcasb, with everything that is necessary, 
tliat His Majesty may begin his march for Delhi, and so that I may make my 
obeisance to him on this side of Benares; should you make any delays, it will 
appear you are not attached to him, the consequences of which will not be good. 
Look on me as arrived, for it is my duty and first business to shew my attach¬ 
ment and allegiance to this noble family whose salt I eat. You will send a 
speedy answer. 


Received the following letter from Major John Carnac, dated Morh-dur's Garde the 
ISth May 1761 

Gentlemen, —Another ambassador is arrived from Delhi, who delivered 
me this morning a letter from Shahwali Cawn, Vizir to Abdullah, of which the 
accompanying is a copy. 

He' likewise brought with him several letters for the King, and desired I 
would introduce him into the presence, which I did accordingly. 

1 am, &c. 


Translation of a letter from Shahwali Cawn, Vizir of the King of Kings, to the Com¬ 
mander of the English Forces, dated 4th Shaaban or 11th March. ” ’ 

According to the most great, sacred, high, and sublime command of His 
Majesty the King of Kings, glorious at Jumsheed, to whom monarchs pay ador¬ 
ation, it is decreed that the noble and exalted in rank, the Amir of the great 
Amirs, Chief of the highest of Nobles, Khwaja Uzmuttulla Khan Bahadur, 
having received his dispatches from the enlightened presence, is proceeding to that 
place to bring the King Shah Allum. And it has been directed that an enquiry 
be made into tbe provinces of those parts, Bengal, &c. It is required that the 
Nazims of those provinces acknowledge the noble person as one of the trusty 
Ministers of the Stirrup which reaches the heavens and brushes the skies. The 
said noble person represented to His Majesty that a Colonel is appointed Chief 
on the part of the English, and attends on the person of the King Shah Allum, 
doing service with his life and fortune. In consequence of the representation 
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of the noble person, he (the Colonel) became the subject of the Royal praise 
and applause, and let him conceive hopes of grace and favor from His 
Majesty, and be it known unto him, that it is required of him, upon the arri¬ 
val of the noble person, to dismiss the King Shah Allum, with all due honors, 
together with tlie treasure of Bengal, and a suitable force, to the Royal palace 
at Shahjehauabad; that he may be an ornament and splendor to the throne 
of Hindustan, forasmuch as the King of the Kings of the Earth (to the hoof 
of whose steed which touches the Heavens we have devoted our lives and for¬ 
tunes) hath conferred the cronm and throne of Hindustan upon him, and hath 
constituted the Prince, his son. Regent and Administrator of the Empire, and 
hath sent the writings of the treaty and agreement and partition. And we have 
directed Shuja Dowlah Bahadur to advance and escort Shah Allum, the King. 
Whenever the aforesaid noble person shall arrive in the sacred and high pre¬ 
sence, at that time he (Shujah Dowlah) shall march to the banks of the Caram- 
nassa with an escort. In every respect let the King Sliah Allum be treated to 
his satisfaction, and the Imperial favor shall be the recompense. Eorasmuch 
as the abilities of that friendly person (the Colonel) have received the Royal ap¬ 
probation, from the Imperial presence this command is issued. We confer 
the authority and direction of the affairs of those districts on our part and on 
the part of Shah Allum on him (the Colonel); let him attend with diligence and 
zeal to the affairs of those districts, and let him know that, to satisfy the noble 
person is to satisfy us; neither let him deviate from the counsels and measures 
of the noble person; and let him always represent to the enlightened Court the 
state of that place, and be assured that the power w^hich daily increases is pro¬ 
pitious to him. Written on the above date. 


Received the following letter from Colonel Eyre Coote, dated Jungera, the 16th Slay 
1761:— 

Gentlemen, —I yesterday had the honor to receive your letter of the 28th 
ultimo, to myself, as likewise one of the same date addressed to Mr. McGuire 
and me. 

When I left Calcutta I had the honor to receive a letter of instructions 
from you, by which I was to be sole director of all affairs to be transacted to the 
northward. I own when I consented to take upon me that task, I was very 
sensible of the many difficulties I should labor under to endeavor at settling 
a country which is certainly in the utmost confusion. As whoever hereafter 
may read those instructions, and the joint letter you were pleased to write to 
Mr. McGuire and me, may very reasonably imagine that I have acted some 
very disagreeable part, since I received the former, to occasion your so speedily 
joining Mr. McGuire with me in the transaction of affairs, therefore I am 
obliged to take this method to assure you that I have neither directly nor in¬ 
directly transacted any business with any of the country powers since my 
departure from Calcutta; and am so little inclined to interfere in this troubled 
state, that I shall take it as a particular favor that you will be pleased to 
transfer the management of those matters to some more able person; and that 
I should interfere at present with no other business than that of the command 
of the troops, which I shall likewise with much pleasure resign when you think 
it for the good of the service. 

As there is no doubt but that Sujah Dowlah is advanced as far as Benares, 
I think it would be very unadvisable to send down to Calcutta the number of 
Europeans and Sepoys you demand : and I must say further, that I am at a 
great loss how to act, as I have reason to imagine that, should I make any 
treaty with the Shazadah and Sujah Dowlah, my word might be forfeited. 
And to let the Shazadah depart at this juncture would be a stroke in 
politics so absurd, that the whole world must condemn us. 

I have the honor to be, with the greatest esteem, &c. 


Agreed, we write the following letter to Colonel Eyre Coote 

SiE,—We have just now received your favor, dated Jungera, the 
16th. The powers contained in the general instructions we gave you at your 
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departure, are a proof of the entire confidence which with pleasure we can 
repose in you in matters of negotiation, as well as those purely military. They 
are meant to serve you at all times and in all places, but we cannot with pro¬ 
priety exclude a member of the Select Committee from being acquainted with 
and giving his advice upon such negotiations or treaties as may he carried on, 
or other civil concerns of the Company as may fall under regulation where he 
is present; neither can you or we be desirous of it. It is for this reason that 
while you remain at Patna we address ourselves on such occasions to yourself 
and Mr. McGuire jointly, but when you march from thence, the execution of 
our instructions in all affairs is left to yourself, and where our instructions 
may be deficient, we do, as we have already said, trust with great satisfaction 
to your own prudence and discretion. You mention that the letting the 
Shazadah depart at this time would be impolitic. We know not how we can 
with propriety detain him if he is himself desirous of going, and Sujah Dowlah, 
a powerful ally, waits with his army to attend him to Delhi; neither do we see 
the bad consequences of his departure. If he is our friend he will be the more 
so for our not putting him under any restraint; he will be the means of pre¬ 
venting Sujah Dowlah raising any disturbances in Bengal, and if he is desirous 
of our assistance will stay till it is in your power to attend him; or should he 
persist in going immediately you should follow him with your regiment, as 
soon as the necessary preparations can be made, but till the regiment arrives 
it would be highly imprudent to part with any of our forces; we should risk 
the advantages of our present possessions here, which are the Company’s chief 
support, in the uncertain pursuit of what we do not want. If, on the other 
hand, he is our enemy, he had better be out of Bengal than in it; there would 
be less risk in his renewing his attempts against these provinces publicly 
than in the parties he might form in the heart of them; nor can we, to prevent 
it, keep him in any degree of confinement contrary to the faith given him. 

It is a great misfortune at such a crisis not to know for certain whether 
your regiment will be sent or not: the moment we receive an answer from 
Madras we shall advise you. 


"We are, with great esteem, &c. 


Agreed, we write the following letter to Colonel Eyre Coote and William McGuire, Esq. 

Gentlemen, —We have received a letter from Major Carnac, dated the 
12th, inclosing a copy of a letter he had received from Sujah Dowlah advising 
of his march this way from Lucknow. The Major adds that he had intelli¬ 
gence by a hircarrah of his being advanced within eighteen coss of Benares the 
5th instant. 

What Sujah Dowlah declares of his intention is, that he is coming to at¬ 
tend the Shazadah to Delhi. Whether this be the truth or only a pretence, it 
is highly necessary for the tranquillity of these provinces that he be prevented 
from crossing the Caramnassa. Therefore, if it be true that he is so far advanced, 
we hope the Colonel and the Nawab will be on their march towards the fron¬ 
tiers before this letter reaches your hands. In those circumstances the presence 
of the Shazadah will be an inconvenience. He must proceed with the Colonel, 
but his connections with Sujah Dowlah considered, we shall be somewhat un¬ 
easy lest a correspondence should be carried on between them to endanger the 
peace of these provinces; and against this risk we see but two means of security: 
one is the keeping so strict a watch over the Shazadah as may prevent such cor¬ 
respondence or the bad effects of it, but the laying any restraint over the person 
of one of the Royal family is a measure quite contrary to our inclination, and 
would be very hurtful to our credit in the country. The other is the seeing biwi 
safe to the banks of the Caramnassa, and there dismissing him that he may go 
and join Sujah Dowlah, and pursue his march to Delhi, in which, if he is desirous 
of being accompanied by our forces, the Colonel may follow him, as soon as his 
regiment arrives, and the other necessary preparations are made. 

As this step will remove Sujah Dowlah’s pretence for entering Behar, it 
seems to be the* most proper measure for securing the peace of these provinces. 
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which must he our first care, and therefore we recommend the putting it imme¬ 
diately in execution. The troops which accompany the Sbazadah to the Garam- 
nassa must remain in those quarters as long as Sujah Bowlah keeps his army 
on this frontier of his dominions, and they may be employed jointly with the 
Nawab’s troops in settling affairs with the Bougepur Rajas. 

We wrote you fully the 17th on the subject of the affairs to be settled 
between the Nawab and Ramnarain, and concerning the reduction of the 
expenses of the army. The attempts of Sujah Bowlah may perhaps render it 
improper to carry the latter part of those instructions into effect so far as is to 
be wished. We must in such case leave it to the Colonel to reduce so much as 
the exigencies of the service will admit, being well persuaded that he is equally 
sensible of the necessity of such a measure. The articles of bullocks, boats, and 
coolies are those which more particularly demand enquiry and regulation. 

We are, &c.» 

(Sd.) HENRY VANSITTART. 
„ P. AMYATT. 


Port William, the 25th May 1761. 

At a Committee present : 

The Hon’ble Henry Vansittart, President. 

Peter Amyatt, Esq. 

William Ellis, Esq. 

Read, approved, and signed the Proceedings of 20th instant. 

Received the following letter from Major John Carnac, dated at Morlydur’s Garden, the 
16th May 1761 

Gentlemen, —Sujah Bowlah, instead of going to Benares, left it on his 
right hand, and proceeded directly to Siadpur on the road to Ghazipur, so that 
he is drawing near the confines of our dominions on the other side of the 
Ganges. 

By this conveyance I send to the President Sujah Bowlah’s answer to his 
letter, and you will herewith receive a copy of his answer to mine. You will 
also receive copy of the arzee to me from the horsemen whom I dispatched 
with our letters to Sujah Bowlah, 

I am, &c. 


Translate of a letter from Sujah Dowlah to the Governor. 

I have received your letter, mentioning your fidelity to the King Shah 
Allum and your attachment to his service and readiness to assist in settling the 
affairs; and further, that you have always been disposed to act in obedience to the 
King of Hindustan, all which I understood, and it gave me the greatest satis¬ 
faction. The English are famous throughout the Empire for their firmness 
and fidelity, for uprightness and observance of their promise, especially since 
the time of your Government. I have heard much of your praise, and of your 
great desire to distinguish yourself by your services to the High Majesty, all 
which took firm root in my mind, and the success of these praiseworthy endea¬ 
vors and the establishment of your reputation are the rewards of your good 
disposition. The labors I have undergone and the endeavors I have exerted 
from the time of my going to the Court of the Shah Bourany, the defeat of the 
Mahrattas, the immense sums I have disbursed, the fatiguing marches I have 
undergone, of all which you must have heard, have been only with a view of 
getting a good name, giving repose to the people, and settling the affairs of the 
Empire. As doing service to the King is the duty of all, but especially of the 
Chiefs and Commanders, 1 am arrived with my victorious army as far as 

r 2 
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Mucrakusub; the day after to-morrow being the 6tb of Sheval (12 th May) I shall 
advance to the banks of the Ganges. It is best that, according as you wrote, 
you put on the garment of obedience and attend the Royal stirrup towards 
the capital, and having settled the affairs of Bengal, Orissa, and Azimabad upon 
such a footing as shall seem to you most expedient, come with speed, or if it' 
should so fall out that you cannot come yourself, you will send a trusty officer 
with a strong army along with His Majesty to Shahjehanabad, that we may con¬ 
cert together the proper measures for settling the affairs of the Empire and giving 
repose to the people. You must not delay on any account, as this is an oppor¬ 
tunity not to be trifled away, when a great reputation throughout the Empire, 
and the regulation of the affairs thereof, which have been long in confusion, 
may be your lot. I wait your answer; what you write let it be plain, and do 
accordingly, as I regard you as a faithful servant of the King, and one in¬ 
clined to be in my friendship. 


The letter from Sujah Dowlah to Major Carnac is in purport the same as the above. 


Translate o£ a letter from Mie Stud Mahmud and Kuubem Shah, who were sent with letters 
to the Nawab Sujah Dowlah Bahadub, to Major John Carnac. 

Having received our dispatches from you we arrived at the camp of the 
Nawab Sujah Dowlah on the second of Showal, and proceeded immediately to the 
house of Allibeg Khan Bahadur Shetab Jung, who forthwith carried us with 
him to the Durbar. We had the honor to pay our respects to His Excellency, 
and presented him with the letters. Having learnt the purport of the letters he 
was greatly pleased. Being asked what we had to deliver by word of mouth, we 
answered conformably to our instructions. He was quite pleased. Now he is 
marching towards Ghazipur. The day after tomorrow, which is the 6th of 
this month, the tents will be pitched at Saiedpur near Ghazipur. His Excel¬ 
lency said, though the Nawab Shum-o-Dowlah Bahadur and Major John Carnac 
Bahadur give such proofs of their duty and friendship to His Majesty, yet the 
Empire of Hindustan is unsettled. It is needless for His Majesty to remain at 
Azimahad. It is necessary that those persons exert their zeal and fidelity and 
attend the Royal stirrup with their forces. Let them come to these parts and 
we will consult together, and agree upon some measures for the establishment 
of the affairs of the Hindustan Empire, and by the will of God everything shall 
be settled as far as the borders of Oulpee and Hansee and those quarters before 
the season of thej rains; and the rest of the country, by the blessing of the 
Almighty and the assistance of the Prophet Ali, shall be happily settled after 
the rains without any disturbance. In consequence of the commands of the safd 
Nawab, we trouble you with this arzee, and wait your pleasure. The Nawab 
has wrote letters to you. Gentlemen, which have been sent; without doubt they 
will arrive; you will learn the contents. We shall not receive our dismission 
till answers arrive. We hope speedy answers will come that we may act ac¬ 
cordingly. 


Agreed, we write the following letter to Colonel Eyre Coote and William McGuire, Esq.:— 

Gentlemen, —As we understand by the letters from the Vizir Sujah Dow¬ 
lah that Shah Allum has been universally acknowledged as King, we are very 
willing to join in proclaiming him, and giving our consent to siccas being struck 
and the Outbah being read in his name, but as we still remain in the same un¬ 
certain state with respect to the succours we may expect from the coast, we 
cannot.at present detach a force to accompany him, but whenever Colonel 
Coote’s regiment arrives, we shall, with pleasure, send a body of troops to follow 
the King, if he should then be desirous of it. 

"We do not mean to lay any restraint upon him if his interest requires his 
setting out immediately, nor do we wish he should go away till it suits hjs 
pleasure, 
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. Enclosed we send you a copy of Sajah Dowlah*s letter to the President, 
who has replied to it, and recommended to him by no means to think of cross¬ 
ing the Caramnassa, but to meet the King on the confines of his (Sujah Dow- 
lah’s) dominions, which we would have the Colonel enforce in his letters, and take 
measures to prevent his entering the Behar province if he should attempt it. 

We request you will inform us what number of troops the Nawab now 
has with him, and whether he is taking measures to reduce them as he before 
promised, and as the Governor now again recommends to him. 

We are, with much esteem, &c. 


Agreed, we write the following letter to Major Carnac :— 

Sir, —Your favors of the 12th, 13th, and 16th instant we have received 
with the papers enclosed, and have replied to them in our address of this date 
to Colonel Coote and Mr. McGuire. 

We are, with regard, &c., 

(Sd.) HENRY VANSITTART. 
„ P. AMYATT. 


An extract from General Lally’s instructions given him by the French East India Company 

The Sieur de Lally is authorized to destroy the fortifications of Maritime 
Settlements which may be taken from the English. It may be proper to ex¬ 
cept Vizagapatam, by reason of its being so nearly situated to Bimlepatam 
(a Dutch Factory), which in that case would be enriched by the ruins of 
Vizagapatam; but as to that, as well as to the demolishing of all other places 
whatsoever, the Sieur de Lally is to consult the Governor and Superior Council 
of Pondicherry, and to have their opinion in writing, but notwithstanding he 
is to destroy such places as he shall think proper, unless strong and sufiBcient 
arguments are made use of to the contrary, such, for example, as the Company’s 
being apprehensive for some of their settlements, and that it would then be 
thought prudent and necessary to reserve the power of exchange in case any 
of them should be lost; nevertheless, if the Sieur de Lally should think it too 
hazardous to keep a place, or that he thought he could not do it without too 
much dividing or weakening his army. His Majesty then leaves it in his power 
to act as he may think proper for the good of the service. 

The Sieur de Lally is to allow of no English settlement being ransomed 
as we may well remember that, after the taking of Madras last war. the English 
Company, in their Council of the 14th July 1747, determined that all ransoms 
made in India should be annulled; in regard to the English troops both officers 
and writers belonging to the English Company, and to the inhabitants of that 
nation, the Sieur de Lally is to permit none of them to remain on the coast of 
Coromandel; he may, if he pleases, permit the inhabitants to go to England, and 
order them to be conducted in armed vessels to the Island of St. Helena. 
But as to the officers and writers belonging to the India Company, as well as 
soldiers and sailors, he is to order them to be conducted, as soon as possible, to the 
Island Bourbon, where it will be permitted for the soldiers and sailors to work 
for the inhabitants of that place by a mutual agreement. One should avoid send¬ 
ing them to the French Islands to prevent their being acquainted with the 
coast as well as the interior parts of the island. It is by no means His Majes¬ 
ty’s intentions that the English officers, soldiers, and sailors should be ransomed, 
as none is to be delivered up but by exchange man for man, according to their 
different ranks and stations. 

If the exchange of prisoners should be .by chance settled at home between 
the two nations (of which proper notice will be given to the Sieur de Lally) 
and that the Islands of Bourbon should have more prisoners than it would be 
convenient to provide for, in that case it will be permitted to send a certain 
number to England in a vessel armed for that purpose. 
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No English officers, soldiers, &c., are to be permitted to remain in a place 
after it is taken; neither are they to be suffered to retire to any other of their 
settlements or to any neutral settlement. The Sieur de Lally is not to deviate the 
least from the above instructions and regulations, unless there should be a capi¬ 
tulation which stipulates the contrary, in which case the Sieur de Lally is 
faithfully and honestly to adhere to the capitulation. 

The whole of what has been said before concerns only the natives of 
England, but as they have in their settlements, merchants from all nations, 
such as Moors, Armenians, Jews, Pataners, &c., the Sieur de Lally is to treat 
them with humanity and is to endeavor by fair means to engage them to 
retire to Pondicherry, or any other of the Company’s acquisitions, assuring 
them that they will be protected, and that the same liberty and privileges which 
they before possessed among the English will be granted them. Among the 
recruits furnished to complete the regiments of Jjorraine and Berry’s there are 
300 men taken from Fisher’s recruits lately raised; and as it is feared there 
will be considerable desertions among these new recruits, the Sieur de Lally may, 
if he pleases, leave them in the Island of France, where they will be safe from 
desertion, and may replace them from the troops of that island. 


Remarks on the French East India Compan 3 r’s instructions given to Monsieur Magon, one of 

the Directors who was sent out Governor of the Islands of Mauritius and Bourbon, 2‘1'th 

May 1755. 

They first recommend the division of lands into small parcels among such 
as choose to become planters, and to let each follow the bent of their genius, 
whether it be for tilling com, breeding horses, bullocks, poultry, and for plant¬ 
ing cotton or coffee trees: but for the advantage of refreshments to shipping 
and to reduce the price of labor, they particularly recommend breeding car¬ 
riage and draught beasts of all kinds. 

The next attention is directed to the cutting of wood, which it seems 
was formerly supplied by contractors, who, on account of the easy conveyance, 
no doubt cut that nearest the sea-shore. The Company, looking on this practice 
as prejudicial to the defence of the Island Mauritius, whose shore is in many 
places guarded against descents by the woods, positively forbid the cutting any 
wood there in future, and say, there are two places which require the most 
immediate attention—the first is the shore between North-West Bay and the 
Bay of the Tomb (Baye du Tombeau). It would be more preferable to abandon 
the making of lime there after the ancient custom than to continue stripping the 
shore of wood in the neighborhood of the port which is defended thereby. 
The second place is the adjacent country to the South-East Bay, where there is 
a considerable yard or workhouse for cutting wood; it must be forbid (if it is 
not too late) that they do not strip the sea-shore in the neighborhood of that 
port and render it as defenceless as they have done the North-West harbor; 
if the evil is begun it must be stopt. Mr. St. David has in that place a large 
carpenter’s yard managed by the Sieur Routtier. 

Speaking of barracks in one of the Articles, the Company say, at any rate 
but particularly in that light which we regard the Island Mauritius, whether 
it be to make it a receptacle of all the Company’s Military Forces in India, 
or to lodge the recruits there a year or two, which are destined for the gar¬ 
risons in India, that they may be disciplined, that their health may be preserved 
by the shortness of the passage, that they may at first be landed in an wholesome 
and temperate climate, where they may recover the fatigues of the voyage and 
accustom themselves by degrees to the heat, instead of transporting them at 
once into the burning and often unhealthy parts of India; or lastly, with a view 
of always having at the Mauritius forces which may be sent to India on 
extraordinary occasions, when succours cannot be expected from Europe, either 
through want of time to write for them, or prevention of their departure from 
France by enemies; it is certain that in all these points of view, equally favor¬ 
able to the preservation of the settlement in India, the good management of 
troops and money, that barracks are absolutely necessary at the Island of 
Mauritius. Frequent complaints have been made of the disorders which the 
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soldiers commit when scattered at their liberty in different houses. It is im¬ 
possible to prevent the licentiousness and unlucky accidents which happen but 
by barracks; hitherto we have had hut a small garrison at the Island Mauritius; 
when it becomes more numerous, all the inconveniences attending licentious 
soldiers are more to be apprehended. It may he added, in favour of a numerous 
garrison at the Island Mauritius, that it will be the readiest and cheapest 
method to people the island, and tojform a militia on the spot interested in its 
defence. At the end of a certain time, those who are willing to settle on the 
island may have their discharge on condition that they shall form a Company 
of Militia which shall assemble from time to time and march when occasion 
requires. A good prisoner guard-house is not less necessary to hold the Blacks 
than the barracks for the soldiers, in keeping the Company’s slaves under good 
management, shutting them up by night, and forming good posts on the sea¬ 
shore and in the interior parts of the island. By means of a numerous garrison, 
it is probable that desertion may be prevented, and the attempts of the Madagas¬ 
car Blacks, which are turned freebooters, may he guarded against. These slaves 
may then he bought without hazard, and all agree that they can he had cheaper 
and easier and are more intelligent, laborious, and sooner trained to all kind of 
work than those procured elsewhere. The inconvenience of too great a quantity 
of grain and a scarcity has been successively experienced at the Island of 
Mauritius. To remedy it instructions have been sent concerning the manner of 
preserving corn in Italy and in Africa, and the form and dimensions of the ditches 
there used. The last works of the Sieur duLamel relative to stoves, ventilators, and 
the construction of granaries, have also been sent; you must inform yourself if 
any of the methods have been tried, and endeavor to introduce those best 
adapted to the nature of the grain necessary to be kept. 

The Company thinking the good of the service required that an entire 
jurisdiction over the Blacks should be established, wrote to the Council at the 
Island to employ such means as were necessary to engage the inhabitants to 
make detachments against the Blacks; they were promised 140 livres for every 
freebooter which they destroyed, hut that recompense not proving a suflScient 
encouragement, Mr. Bonnet determined to offer a slave at the Company’s price 
for every freebooter killed, which the inhabitants approved of, and the 
Company have confirmed. 


Remarks on a memorial of the French East India Company delivered to the Count 
D’Ache, Chef d’Escadre, and Commanding the Squadron destined to the East Indies, towards 
the latter end of 17 56. 

4th Article —^Treats in general of the dispositions to be made on the 
arrival of the ships at Mauritius, and observes that there are two harbors, the 
one called Port Louis, or north-west, and the other the south-east harbor. 
Port Louis is the principal, where the Colony chiefly resides, and where 
the docks, magazines, and other conveniences for shipping are built; hut 
the air of the south-east harbor is esteemed by much the most healthy, and on 
that account it is recommended to send all the sick sailors and soldiers on shore 
there, where it seems some houses proper for hospitals were prepared. As 
soon as the sick should be sufficiently recovered, it is recommended to let them 
march overland from the south-east harbor to the north-west, which is about 
60 miles direct across the island, so that apparently there must be a practicable 
road, which, indeed, is reasonable to conclude from the residence of many planters 
on the south-east side. 

The south-east harbor has two channels, through either of which ships may 
easily enter; hut the greatest difficulty is getting out; however the instructions 
say that the ship of each division which carries in the sick may easily get out 
again through the north-east or south-east channel. 

It is also observed that as the north-west harbor of Mauritius is not 
large enough to contain all the vessels which may arrive there, together with 
those there before, and as the islands may not be able to furnish fresh provi¬ 
sions sufficient for so many people, there will be a necessity for sending out the 
ships already there to the Island of Madagascar, where the general rendezvous 
is appointed after leaving Mauritius; hence it appears the north-west harbor 
cannot well contain above 15 sail of vessels, for the Prench fleet was only to 



48 

consist of 10 sail of the line, 5 frigates, and 4 transports, and | of the men-of- 
war and frigates were then in India. 

5th Article— notice that St. Mary’s near Madagascar is a small 
island, and has one harbor capable enough of containing 7 or 8 vessels; thither 
the French Company had sent a Chief, an officer, and some soldiers to provide 
provisions for the troops and sailors. 

7th Article —Remarks that it is probable the English squadron may be in 
Trincomally Bay, either as a place of security against the French, or to careen; 
in either case, the Commander of the French squadron is instructed to declare 
to the Dutch, that it is against the rules of strict neutrality to receive and 
protect in their ports the enemies of France; that he has orders to pursue, and 
take or bum the enemy’s ships wherever he shall meet them, which order he 
must obey in spite of their opposition. 

%th Article —Points out the places where it is probable the English 
squadron may take shelter and advises the taking or burning it in any part of 
India, though belonging to neutral Powers, as Trincomally, Merguy, Acheen, 
or any other port, except in China or Bengal, where they observe it may not be 
prudent to commit any violence, lest their commerce suffer for infringing the 
protection the Government may give to English ships. It appears from hence 
that this restriction proceeded only from an apprehension of hurting their trade, 
not out of any respect to the custom of nations. 

10th Article —Points out the operations for 1758, and supposing Madras or 
Fort St. David taken in 1757, advises the immediate attack of the remaining 
settlement and the total expulsion of the English from the Coromandel Coast, 
which in another place, the Company observe, is the first object of their 
attention ; that their future views on that coast may more readily take place, 
they also direct the destruction of Devecotah, Ingeram, Vizagapatam, and the 
rest of the factories to the northward, as well as the infant settlement at the 
Negrais. 

11th Article —Proposes, in case they arrive too late at the islands, to be on 
the Coromandel Coast time enough to undertake any enterprise before the 
monsoon of 1757, to project any other operation which may not interfere wdth 
or delay the operations on the Coromandel Coast early in 1758. Some ships and 
soldiers are particularly recommended to be sent to Bencoolan to take that 
place, and the other settlements on Sumatra, from whence all the English and 
slaves are to be carried off the Island of Bourbon. 

13th Article —Observes that there is still in India a better understanding 
between the Dutch and English than there is in Europe to the prejudice of 
France, and therefore little regard ought to be paid to their flag, if any British 
subjects or effects are found with them. 

In another instruction for Count d’Ache, sent by de I’Equille on the 8th December 1757, 
it is said— 

14th Article —That should the operations in the River Bengal be attended 
with success, the conquered places may either be kept or the fortifications, 
civil buildings, and warehouses utterly destroyed. Should the latter plan be 
resolved on, not a factory ought to remain nor an English inhabitant (even 
those bom in the country) suffered to reside in the province. This resolution, 
they observe, is the most effectual to establish their reputation on the 
Ganges; but they seem to recommend only the destruction of the new fort, and 
the preservation of old Calcutta on condition of a ransom, and the observance 
of a strict neutrality for the future in Bengal. This the French seem most 
desirous of, but insist on ready money for the ransom, and hostages for the 
performance of all agreements, since the English have publicly declared they 
will abide by no treaty of ransom. His Most Christian Majesty in a letter of 
the 23rd January 1757 to Count d’Ach6 instructs him not to leave an English¬ 
man in any place that shall be taken, but to send away to St. Helena in cartel 
ships or suffer to pass to England all free merchants and inhabitants not in the 
Company’s service, but to keep prisoners all civil servants, officers, and soldiers, 
and not set any at liberty unless exchanged against those of equal rank. 

As to the prisoners they are all to be sent to the Island of Bourbon, and 
there kept in deposit till it may be thought proper to send them to France. 
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Fort William, the 6th June 1761. 

At a Select Committee freseitt: 

The Hon’ble Henry Vansittart, President. 


Peter Amyatt, Esq. 
William Ellis, Esq. 

Bead, approved, and signed the Proceedings of the 


Colonel Coote’s letter. 


Received the following letter from Colonel Eyre Coote, dated 
Fatna^ 26th May 


Gentlemen, —On the 23rd instant I arrived within five coss of Patna. 
The Nawah sent Golam Ali Gawn to meet me, and I found the purport of his 
coming was, that I should consent to the Nawah’s meeting me and going with 
him on an elephant into the city; to which I agreed, as I imagined it would he 
looked upon as a public mark of my readiness to serve him. He begged I 
would defer it to the 23rd, as that day was esteemed a lucky one; this I likewise 
agreed to, notwithstanding my anxiety to finish my journey. On the 22nd I 
sent Mr. Watts with Golam Ali Cawn to the Nawah to pay him my compli¬ 
ments. On his return he told me that he had been very politely received, and 
that the first point the Nawah insisted on was, that Eamnarain should be 
turned out of the Subahship. Mr. Watts likewise informed me that the Nawab’s 
desiring me to ride with him was only a pretence to have me stop at his tent, 
and consequently pay him a visit before I waited on the King, and when he 
found that I did not intend going anywhere before I had first paid my respects 
there, he excused himself from accompanying me; finding that, 1 came on 
without him. On the 24th I paid my visit to the King, who received me with 
all the marks of distinction, notwithstanding his miserable situation, having 
scarcely tents sufficient to protect him from the inclemencies of the weather. 
The King expressed the high sense he had of the obligations he lay under to 
the English and the great confidence he placed in them; that they were the 
people on whom his entire dependence lay, in regard to fixing him on the 
throne of his ancestors; that he had many friends in his kingdom who would 
immediately join him upon our having the Cutbah read and the siccas struck; 
that he had ordered Sujah Dowlah back to Benares, where he now was waiting, 
for our determination. 

On the 26th I paid the Nawah a visit and had a long conference with him; 
at first he seemed to evade every proposal I made to him. Bamnarain he in¬ 
sists upon having turned out. If he gains this point, which, I think, would 
throw a disgrace on the English, he intends (as I am credibly informed) one 
Raja Nobit Roy to succeed to the government of the province. Ramnarain, 
who has been to wait on me, assures me that he will adjust every matter with 
the Nawah that shall be thought reasonable, and begs that the different zemin¬ 
dars who owe money may be obliged to pay in their revenues. I asked the 
Nawab what he intended doing about the King. He replied that he wanted to 
send him immediately away. I endeavoured to convince him that it was the 
worse step he could at this time take, considering Sujah Howlah so near the 
province with a considerable army, and at the same time his country so very 
unsettled. He told me the pay of his troops amounted to 16 lakhs per month, 
and that he could not support any other expenses; what I said to him upon this 
was, that after the raius, that sum would be more than I should require to 
carry on an expedition so honorable, and which would be the certain means of 
securing the government to his family, and peace to his country, and that I 
thought not only his keeping so large an army but daily raising more troops 
a very wrong step, and that it would be the ruin of his provinces; that if he 
pleased I would immediately give him all manner of assistance in collecting the 
revenues that were justly due to him, but that I expected he would employ 
them in paying off his army and getting rid of that expensive rabble he had 
about him, and I further said that 12 lakhs would be sufficient to begin the 
expedition to Delhi, which might be easily spared out of the revenues of the 
country. In this point he seemed to acquiesce. He intends returning my visit 
on Thursday next, when we are to talk again on these matters. 

o 
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Yesterday Mr. McGuire did me the honor to send me your joint letter to 
him and one of the 17th instant, and a good deal of it is filled with military 
matters. I must heg to inform you that I know of nohody who can be joined 
with me in those affairs, therefore cannot answer any part of them without 
greatly dishonoring the commission I hear from the King my master; and I 
am very conscious that no one action of mine since I left Calcutta could induce 
you to throw so great a disgrace upon me, and I heg for the future that what¬ 
ever you may have to communicate to me, you would please to address me 
singly. 

(Sd.) EYKE COOTE. 


Agreed, we address the Hon’ble the Secret Committee of London and recommend to the 
The Secret Committee wrote gentlemen at Madras to forward it by the first ship from their 
to. settlement. 


Port St. George wrote to. 


Agreed likewise, we write the following letter to the gentle¬ 
men of the Select Committee at Fort St. George :— 


Gentlemen, —We have been favored with your letters of the 2nd and 
13th of May, the former enclosing the extracts of Mons. Lally*s and D’Ach6’s 
instructions from the French Company, with the copy of a letter addressed to 
you from the field officers on the subject of the expedition proposed against the 
French Islands, and an extract of your letter to the gentlemen at Bombay on 
that subject concerning which we have nothing to add to the letter we had the 
honor to write you the 27th March, excepting that we will most cheerfully con¬ 
tribute every assistance in our power, should you determine to carry it into 
execution. 

.We have the pleasure to acquaint you that these provinces continue in 
peace, hut we are nevertheless obliged to keep a very large force at Patna at 
an immense expense, until the long unadjusted accounts of that province are 
settled and the Shazadah (now universally acknowledged King by the name of 
Shah Allum) has crossed the Caramnassa. 

The alterations which have happened since we had the honor to address you 
last are such as give very promising hopes to the pretensions of Shah Allum. 
The Ahdallees have retired from Delhi and are returning to their own country, 
having first declared him successor to the Empire and appointed his son Regent 
• The late Vizier who cut during his absence. The Mahrattas, from whom chiefly 
off the last Mogul, father to he had to expect opposition by reason of their coimections 
Shah Allum. Gauziodin* Cawn, are so much weakened by their 

last defeat by the Ahdallees and so torn by parties and divisions in their own 
Government, that they are incapable of making any considerable efforts, and 
Sujah Dowlah, the Kawab of Oudh or Lucknow, whose territories extend from 
the River Caramnassa to within a small distance of Delhi, is come with an army 
as far as Benares to meet the King and attend him to his capital. 

The King declares himself very desirous to he accompanied by a force of 
ours, hut thinks his cause would suffer much by waiting any longer in hopes of 
it; we are quite of the same opinion and have therefore recommended to 
Colonel Coote, who now commands the army at Patna, to advise him to proceed 
to join Sujah Dowlah, assuring him at the same time that if he should think it 
necessary to carry a detachment of our troops to Delhi they shall be sent to 
join him immediately after the rains in case a sufficient reinforcement should 
arrive with us. 

In the meantime Colonel Coote will be employed in giving the Kawah the 
necessary assistance for settling accounts with the zemindars of the Patna 
province and recovering the balances. Enclosed is a letter to the Secret Com¬ 
mittee, which we request you will forward by the first ship from your place. 


We are, &c., 

(Sd.) HENRY VANSITTART. 
„ P. AMYATT. 
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Fort William, the 13th June 1761. • 

At a Select Committee present: 

The Hon’ble Henry Vansittart, President. 

Peter Amtatt, Esq. 

William Ellis, Esq. 

Read, approved, and signed the Proceedings of the 5th instant. 

Received the following letter frono the Select Committee at Port St. George, dated 28th 
Madras letter. May, enclosing copy of a letter from the Hon^ble Secret Com¬ 

mittee, addressed to them under date the 1st of January 1761, 
with two postscripts of the 6th and 8th of the same month:— 

Gentlemen, —We have received by the JSarohe (which imported here the 
25th instant) a letter from the Secret Committee of the Court of Directors, 
copy of which is enclosed. 

You will thereby perceive how much our Hon*ble Masters have at heart the 
reduction of the French Islands. As it will chiefly depend on the Admiral and 
the assistance that gentlemen at Bombay may be able to afford us, we cannot, 
until we hear from them, finally determine on this subject. 

We are, &c. 


Colonel Coote’s letter. 


Received likewise the following letter from Colonel Eyre 
Coote at Patna, dated 6th of June :— 


Gentlemen, —^Finding that the King was determined to depart without I 
agreed to some articles which I thought I could not do with that propriety I 
could wish, I therefore proposed to the Nawab to go with me and take our 
leave of him, which we accordingly did the day before yesterday, upon which 
occasion (as he is now, I believe, sensible that it is better for the King to conti¬ 
nue in our hands than to go to Sujah Dowlah) he made him an offer of a lakh 
of rupees per month, to coin siccas, and read the Cutbah, provided he 
would remain with us during the rains, till such time as we could send a proper 
force with him, and that he would likewise please to agree to a few articles 
which he said I would propose to him, in regard to his not interfering himself or 
suffering any of his people to meddle with the affairs of the country during his 
residence among us. His reply was that he had already acquainted me that 
his chief dependence was on the forces of the English; that he was very 
sensible, that when they once joined him of their engaging faithfully in his 
cause, which was a dependence he could not have on any other Power, and there¬ 
fore thought them alone sufficient to place him in quiet possession on the 
throne of his ancestors. But that as Sujah Dowlah and others were very press¬ 
ing on him to join them, he would go there, in order to settle those plans pre¬ 
vious to our joining him; that he might the more effectually be enabled to settle 
his distracted kingdom, and wished most sincerely that nothing might inter¬ 
vene to disturb the friendship subsisting between us. The Nawab complained 
to him that Sujah Dowlah had wrote threatening letters to him concerning his 
want of attachment to His Majesty, and therefore begged leave to assure him 
that his fidelity to him was by inclination and not from anything Sujah 
Dowlah could say to him, and I must say that on this occasion the Nawab has 
shewn a very proper spirit. About 11 at night we took our leave, after His 
Majesty had made him a Munsubdar of 7,000 and likewise conferred an honor 
of the same kind on me. This puts me in mind of King James’s titles to his 
Irish friends. This morning I had a letter from him, that he had marched to 
Suadpur, and desired that Major Camac would join him there, who I have 
accordingly ordered with 200 Europeans, 4 pieces of cannon, and a battalion of 
sepoys, and all the black Cavalry, as an escort to him to the Caramnassa. 
Mr. Lushington, I desired, may proceed to Sujah Dowlah to endeavour either to 
make a treaty of alliance with him, or to find out his real intentions, which, 
if my intelligence be true, are more on this country than any inclination he has 
of fighting the King’s battles. This time only will discover. 

o 2 
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In a pfivate conference I had some time ago with the King, when, accord¬ 
ing to his own expression his heart was open, he dropped some hints of Sujah 
Dowlah’s intentions of coming to settle this country, which I look upon his 
principal motive of getting the King to him. 

Major Camac has orders to collect the revenues of the Boudgepur country, 
the Nawab having agreed to send a proper person with him. 

I am greatly surprised on reading the copy of the President of Council’s 
letter of Madras of the 13th of May, which Mr. Vansittart has favored me 
with, as well as other letters from thence, by which I find that those gentle¬ 
men have taken it upon them to delay the embarkation of my regiment. It 
appears to me to be a strange infatuation in their politics to keep so large a 
body of the finest troops that ever was in India inactive on the coast, at a time 
when one of the best and most advantageous settlements belonging to the Com¬ 
pany, and I might say with a great deal of justice, the support of the others, is 
not only threatened by the greatest Powers in India, but in some parts invaded; 
and as our country is greatly extended to what it formerly was, our little army, 
composed mostly of foreigners, and dwindling daily by sickness and desertion, 
is not more than sufficient to protect the capital. Therefore what must 
those gentlemen have to answer should Providence be unfavorable to us in 
the most trifling circumstance r For what has been gained with so much fatigue 
and honor may in one momentary frown of fortune be lost by this unwar¬ 
rantable proceeding of those gentlemen, and lest any misfortune should hap¬ 
pen to me hereafter, I am obliged in vindication of myself to take this method 
to shew my disapprobation of their proceedings in detaining the troops. 

I have now begun to set about curtailing the expenses of the army, and 
hope to be able to make a very great reduction. 

The Nawab has made up matters with Bajebullub and has appointed him 
to assist in settling the affairs with B^mnarain, who does not seem desirous 
of parting with his money. I have assured him of our protection provided he 
acted the just part with the Nawab, but at the same time informed him that 
he was not to look on himself as Subah of this province. 

(Sd.) EYRE COOTE. 


The above letter not requiring any immediate answer is ordered to lie on 
the table till next meeting. 


(Sd.) HENRY VANSITTART. 
„ P. AMYATT. 


Fort William, the 18th June 1761. 

At a Select Committee fsesext: 

The Hok’ble Heney Vansittabt, JPreaident, 

Petes Amyatt, Esq. 

William Ellis, Esq. 

William B. Sijmnee, Esq. 

Read, approved, and signed the Proceedings of the 13th instant. 

The President lays before the Committee the following translation of a letter he received 
yesterday from the Nawab 

The state of affairs here is as follows:—You were pleased to. intimate to 
me that I should examine the account of Maharaja 
Ramnarain, in consequence of which I appointed 
Maharaja RajebuUub to examine the said accounts 
in the presence of Colonel Goote, and sent word to Maharaja Rftnmiarftin of 
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the resolutions taken by the Council. He replied that he would consider upon 
it and give an answer, and for four or five days Maharaja Eajfibulluh con¬ 
stantly attended the Colonel in order to examine the papers. Yesterday Bam- 
narain made this answer to the Colonel: “ I will not oppose the order of the 
Council, and now that ye say the Nawah is my master, I will attend upon and 
confer with him.” Last night the Colonel came to my tent and told me that 
he had received no orders from the Council for the dismission of Eamnarain; 
that I might make a scrutiny into his accounts, and if he was convicted of any 
misconduct, and the Council’s orders should authorize it, he should he dismissed, 
hut without this it could hy no means be done; and Mr. Watts came to me 
with Eajehulluh in the name of the Colonel and proposed the confirmation of 
Comgar Cawn, with many other demands, and said several unbecoming things, 
which I think not fit to repeat. In fact, I have no power in any one affair of 
the Government. The Colonel desires me to go into the killah. How can I 
without any authority and whilst my enemy is in full possession go to the 
killah ? 'V^en 1 talk of going to Murshedahad, he replies that Sujah 
Dowlab is at hand, and adds that I pay no regard to his words. I answer— 
“ In the name of God, in what instance have I been or am 1 deficient ? Do you 
take the provinces of Bengal and Behar into your own hands, and make me 
accountable for all that I have received these seven months past,” but nothing 
that I say is complied with. I have no reliance on any one but you, and none 
else can conduct my affairs. There is a just demand on Maharaja Bamnarain 
of large sums on account of the last four years. If I make an enquiry into his 
accounts, I shall receive a large supply of money. Notwithstanding this I 
remain here wearied out and involved in vexations. The army murmur on 
account of the dearness of grain, and the subjects are reduced by their disorders 
to the most fatal extremities. This wretch sits here fomenting dissensions 
and giving my life and fortune a prey to my sepoys, and placing his last 
resource for his own establishment in my falling into the hands of my sepoys. 
For Grod’s sake, let not go my hand in the middle of the sea, but assist me as 
you have always done, and write in the most pressing terms to the Colonel 
and send an order of the Council that he oppose not the removal of the Naib 
of this place, and leave the country now in my hands; after this I will finish 
all the accounts. 


Translation of a letter from The President likewise lays before the Committee the follow- 

tbe King. ing translation of a letter he this day received from the King 

Trusting in the fidelity and attachment of the noble person, and in the 
sincerity and faith for which the English are famed, we remained for four 
months in this place. The affairs of the Government were obstructed in their 
due course by the treachery of Bamnarain, whose practice is all craft, deceit, 
and knavery, and who makes designing professions of friendship to some of 
your chiefs, sowing animosities amongst your nation and ruining the country. 
Our glorious standard is now erected towards the Imperial city. Our trusty 
servant, Mr. McGuire, will acquaint you with the affairs of which he is fully 
informed. 

It is foreign from good policy to set aside your consent for your own 
reputation and the welfare of the people, and to confide in the faith of enemies 
who wear the mask of friendship. 


Colonel Coote wrote to. 


Resolved, we write the following letter to Colonel Eyre 
Coote 


Sir, —^We have received your favors of the 26th May and the 6th instant. 
We approve of your sending Major Camao with a detachment to escort the King 
to the banks of the Caiamnassa and of your directing him to assist the 
Nawab’s officers in settling affairs with the Bungepur Bajas. 

We hope your advice has had some effect upon Bamnarain; it seems, how¬ 
ever, by his delays in settling accounts upon the footing directed in our joint 
letter to yourself and Mr. McGuire, dated the 17th of last month, that he is 
endeavoring, by evading the delivery of his accounts, to preserve his own 
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authority over the Subahship and preventing the Nawab collecting any money. 
It is neither equitable nor expedient to suffer any more of the revenues to be 
lost, but while the old accounts are under examination, let the Mawab place his 
own people to collect all the growing rents and to call the zemindars to account 
for their balances; and let Ramnarain’s powers be suspended until his accounts 
are settled and a computation of the rents transmitted us with the Nawab’s 
proposals for our determination as desired in our before-mentioned letter. 

The speedy execution of this is the more necessary as our only dependence 
for supplying the army with money is from the Nawab’s balance of about 
8 lakhs, which we have desired him to pay to the Chief and Council at Patna; 
but which, in his, letter to the President received last night, he says it is impos¬ 
sible for him to do, nor indeed to pay his own troops, until his Amuldars are put 
in possession of the growing revenues, and he be supported fully in calling 
Ramnarain to an account of his administration as well as collecting the 
balances due from the zemindars. He adds in the same letter: “ I have not now 
the power of collecting a single rupee.’* 

In another letter received at the same time, and of which enclosed is a copy, 
he speaks of an application made to him in behalf of Coomgar Cawn and other 
recommendations of the same nature. He complains of the unbecoming man¬ 
ner in which these applications have been made, and represents the bad effects 
such protections have upon his authority. As he leaves us in the uncontrolled 
possession of the countries made over to the Company, so neither ought we to 
interfere in his disposition of those remaining under his jurisdiction, nor indeed 
is it consistent with the treaty subsisting between the Nawab and the Company, 
nor with the good government of the country. You will be pleased to let the 
Nawab settle all the affairs of his dependence as he thinks fit, and only grant him 
upon his application such military assistance as he may require, and the state 
of our army permit. 

We are obliged to you for your attention to the reduction of the expenses 
of the army, and desire we may be favored with your opinion, what number 
of Europeans and sepoys you think will be necessary to be kept at Patna for 
the care of that province after the King has crossed the Caramnassa. Such as 
it may not be necessary to employ in the field should be put into quarters or 
cantonments, and their batta reduced as it was last year. You know the small 
number of the troops now at Calcutta, and we beg your thoughts upon the whole 
as soon as possible. 

We have reason to complain that we have received no answer to the several 
letters we have addressed to yourself and Mr. McGuire jointly. If any part of 
them appeared to you to be of a military nature, and to fall to yourself to exe¬ 
cute, and reply to, yet that is no reason why we should be left without any 
reply to the other parts, and no information given us of the affairs to which 
those instructions related, particularly concerning the state of the account 
between the Nawab and Ramnarain, concerning which we were so full and 
explicit. 

Rather than suffer this inconvenience again from addressing ourselves to 
you and Mr. McGuire jointly, we will, instead thereof, only request that you 
will please to consult with him upon all matters relative to accounts, negotia¬ 
tions, or other affairs of a civil nature. 

The President received just now a letter from the King which he enclosed 
to Mr. McGuire to forward; enclosed is a translation for your perusal, and we 
are sorry he has had occasion during his stay at Patna to make any observa¬ 
tions to our prejudice. 

We likewise enclose the last letter received from the Select Committee of 
Fort St. George, with the extracts of the letter addressed to them by the Secret 
Committee of England; a copy of our answer likewise waits on you. 

Mr. Ellis dissents to the foregoing letter, because 
Mr. Bill., hit diwent. he is of Opinion that the style in general is unbecom¬ 
ing. 

That the dismissing Ramnarain at this time is totally unnecessary, and 
indeed treating Colonel Coote in a manner he by no means deserves, parti¬ 
cularly when we consider the full powers he was invested with by the Com- 
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mittee before his departure; for there is no doubt that if the Colonel had found 
Bamnarain culpable he himself would, have suspended him till he ha^ further 
orders from the Committee; or on the contrary finding his accounts just, 
would have supported him in his government against the malicious designs 
of the Nawab, as seemed all along intended, but which is now’ put out of his 
power. 

With regard to the growing revenues which it is hinted may be lost whilst 
the accounts are adjusting, Mr. Ellis cannot perceive that there is the least 
foundation even to suppose that the Colonel would suffer such an abuse. 

The placing the army under the orders of Cossim Ally Cawn is above all 
the most extraordinary proceeding, as it must cast a disgrace on the British 
arms, even though the Nawab, under whose orders they acted, was ever so up¬ 
right ; but in the present case, where it is far otherwise, Mr. Ellis is of opinion 
that the English army at Patna will be made use of by the Nawab as mere 
instruments of the greatest injustice and oppression. 


Mr. Amyatt likewise dissents for the same reasons, with this addition: 

. that Bamnarain was confirmed in the Patna Government 

r. mya s issen . Nawab Jaffar Ally Cawn’s consent, w’ho afterwards 

wanted to turn him out in favor of his brotW, but was not permitted; and 
Bamnarain from our protection ever esteemed himself more a servant to the 
English than of the Nawabs, and upon all occasions shewed his adherence to 
their cause; during Colonel Clive’s time it was deemed good policy keeping up 
a strong party in the countiy, and Mr. Amyatt still continues of the same opinion, 
as the faith of these country people is to be so little depended upon, especially 
the present Nawab’s, when one reflects on his betraying his father-in-law. He 
also very well knew of the attachment subsisting between us and Bamnarain 
before his appointment to the. Nawabship, and this attachment Mr. Amyatt 
attributes to be the material reason of the Nawab’s laboring so hard to get him 
dismissed, and our consenting thereto will be the loss of our reputation and 
influence with these people, and the giving up our friends will deter anybody in 
future from attaching themselves to our interest, or lending us any assistance 
in case it should ever be required. As to the settling the accounts, he must ob¬ 
serve, that during his stay at Patna, Bamnarain was never backward, which 
makes him imagine something unreasonable is demanded, that causes him to 
be so now; however. Colonel Coote was upon the spot with full powers to hear 
both sides, and Mr. Amyatt thinks at least we might have waited his advices 
before we took such a step as dismissing a man who had always behaved with 
firmness to our cause, which made him obnoxious to all the Nawabs; and one 


he is convinced who has never got anything by his employ and faith to us, but 
trouble and wounds; but he will have this satisfaction to himself, that he has 
abided by his faith to the English longer than they have to him. 


Agreed, we write the following letter to the Select Committee 
Madras wrote to. j-^rt St. George 

Gentlemen, —We received by the Seahorse sloop your favor of the 28th 
of May, enclosing extracts of a letter from the Secret Committee of the Hon’ble 
Court of Directors. We should be extremely happy if their views against the 
French Islands could be fulfilled without exposing their affairs in India to too 
great a risk. 

In our last letter, dated the 6th instant, we mentioned the King’s desire to 
march without further delay towards his capital, and our resolution not to op¬ 
pose that design. If the present favorable situation of the affairs of Delhi should 
continue so as to enable him to prosecute his designs without further interrup¬ 
tion, we flatter ourselves nothing new will happen to disturb the tranquillity of 
these provinces; but if on the contrary any difficulties should arise, and the 
be detained in Sujah Dowlah’s, we shall expect, from the known views of the 
latter towards Bengal, that he will endeavor to persuade the King to turn his 
thoughts again this way. Possessions so valuable as what the Company now 
hold in Bengal ought to be secured as far as possible against all u^avorable 
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events, and as we find there is a reinforcement of troops on the ships now 
expected from Europe, we hope you will no longer defer sending down Colo¬ 
nel Coote’s regiment. 

We are, &c., 

(Sd.) HENET VANSITTAET. 

„ P. AMYATT. 

WILLIAM B. SUMNEE. 


Fort William, the 22nd June 1761. 

At a Select Committee fbesent: 

The Hon’ble Henbt Vansittaet, JBresident. 

Peteb Amyatt, Esq. 

William Ellis, Esq. 

William B. Sumnbb, Esq. 

Bead, approved, and signed the Proceedings of the 18th instant. 

Received the following letter from Colonel Eyre Coote at Patna, dated 13th of 
Letter from Colonel Coote. enclosing copy of a letter he received from Salar 

Gentlemen, —I had the honor of your letters of the 29th ultimo and 3rd 
instant, together with the copies of letters you received from the gentlemen at 
Madras, by which I find they seem to be bent on an expedition to the French 
Islands, and therefore they think the detention of my regiment necessary. 
The number of troops which is required for that service will leave our state in 
India very precarious, and more particularly our settlements in Bengal. How¬ 
ever, all these matters I dare say will be maturely considered, before this scheme 
is put in execution. In my letter of the 6th, I acquainted you of His Majesty’s 
departure. This day I had a letter of the 11th from Major Carnac at Moho- 
bitipur, in which he says that the King expects the performance of the pro¬ 
mise I made him before he went away, which was to have the Cutbas read 
and the siccas coined before he joined Sujah Dowlah. I therefore intend to-day 
recommending it to the Nawab to have it done as soon as possible, and I have 
ordered Major Carnac to get whatever grants were necessary for the advantage 
of the Hon’ble Company. Eamnarain is settling his accounts with the Nawab, 
but goes on so slowly that I can hardly say he has made a beginning. I most 
sincerely wish this affair was settled one way or other. Sujah Dowlah still 
remains with his army at Siatpur. I had a letter the other day from In'm and 
another from Salar Jung. The former was so pasted together that I was 
obliged to return it, not being able to open it; a copy of the latter I have the 
honor to enclose you. 

I have reduced the number of boats in such a manner, that Mr. Watts 
tells me the expenses of them will not exceed E6,000 per month. The coolies 
and other people belonging to the army shall likewise be diminished, as soon 
as the French Factory, which I am now putting in order, is ready for the recep¬ 
tion of the troops. 

, , , , The letter from Salar Jung (Dewan to the King) 

SaSenclosed in the above letter from the Colonel, contains 

protestations of his fidelity and attachment to His 
Majesty Shah Allum. 


Letter from Major Carnac. 


Received likewise the following letter from Major Carnac at 
Janpara^ dated the 10th of June :— 


Gentlemen, —I have received your letter of the 26th ultimo and cannot 
help expressing my extreme surprise at the information you give me of your 
having addressed yourselves, in answer to my letters, to Colonel Coote and 



Mr.; McGuire'^intly, witBeUt deing me ;the heU(rf'to iridliid^^m'e ifii ydUr ad¬ 
dress. That I haife nothitig fe 'do' \i^th yotn? civil 6r' eOmi^ercial concferns is 
very 'trUie'; ' but it ie equally so^hkt'J am a member 'of ypuf Select Gdmmittee 
and Mr.' McGuire’s supertor iu all milit^ matters, or such as may have a 
tejideney thereuntoj/and of'this nature VTas the subject of the letters which I 
\irrote: you. ’ Besides, Gentlemen, 1 had oertmuly a better right than Mr. 
McGuire to expect being joined with Colonel Gdete in the transactions with the 
King, as it is to me you are indebted for the connectiohs you have with him. 
And though I had no right on complaisance to iHis Majesty, some compliment 
might, have been paid me, as: I can boldlyiass^t, and evdry unprejudiced per¬ 
son will naturally thinkL so, that the King, circumistanced as he has been with 
me,'has a very sincere regard for me, greater dBan he has or probably ever 
will have for, any other. Englisbmaru This he has reputedly declared in the 
presmiee both of -his own and our people. I. oduld say much more upon the 
subjeot,:but as you .have been pleased to distingUidi Mr. McGuire so highly to 
my prejud^, andl have, no superiors herej l am necessitated to put up with the 
indi^ity, and can only have redress from the! Court of Directors, our, common 
masters, to whom I shall submit it either personally, or, if the state of affairs in 
Bengal will net admit of my .quitting it with honor, by letter, whether or no 
my, behaviour; this .campaign has deserved so ill a returnJ I will honestly 
acknowledge to you* Gentlemen, that I would have immediately returned to 
Calcutta upon, the receipt, of = your letter, but that Colonel. Cooteidid me the 
honor; of urging to me the necessity of my services here ^ present, and more¬ 
over, the. King insisted so strenuously, upon,..my .accompanying him out 
of our dominions, that 1 could not refuse; it con^tently with the respect I 
owe him, i . j , 

Ooloftel COotei by virtue of the commissions which: he holds :both from His 
Majesty and the Companjr^ has an undoubted idghtt to my obedience, which ! 
shall readily-and (dieetfully pay to him; but'the junction of Mr, McGuire’s 
name to any orders c&r iiistrhctiohs can give tbeni: no additional ’weight, as I 
owe him no obedience, and though .you tbmk'proper to join him' with the 
Colonel, you will forgive me for assuring you that I never 'mU address them 
jointly.. C •' ■- ■ ■' i..; • . 

As I now act immediately under the Colonel’s orders, I should regularly 
transmit him ah account .of,my proceedings, and leave it to him to communi¬ 
cate them to you. 

__- (Sd.) JOHN CARNAC. 


Maj.oi Carnac being expressly excepted by the Hon’ble Court of Directors 
frdm having a seat in the Council or Select Committee in anycivil matters, and in 
all military matters being immedia.tely nnder the ord.er8 of. Colonel Coote when 
they are iri the field't^ether^ it th€&*efore 'a^pefaijs ’ to thie' Commit^ that he 
cohld not properly be joined with Cdlohej Coote.hnd. Mi*.' McG'Uite in 'cnitying 
on the riegbtisitions-.ahd transacting the '^demr afehbrl rOcoiiipphde 
Committee io the care of those gentlemeii.'’ si: ' -” 


* ! 

fi . ' ff' ri ^ ■ 


r.'. ■ ; ■' -‘'i' ■- •- A* 

t •( -f- •• .) ■■;: The HoViLB ■ V ' 

... .-.f I 

i' .■W'lI.WAjil-JliH.lS,;E8q,:n-; 

; ,'William'B' i 8vuK 





have the honor Vo li^quaint yoii that'tfie’ .l^awah was 
pleased thik day’to read the Cutbah' in his own encampnreiit, arid haS‘ dtdered 
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Kamnaraiu to do the same, and coin the siceas in this city. I cannot express 
the satisfaction I feel at the universal joy which appears throughout the wliole 
people upon this occasion. They say they have long labored under oppression 
and intestine broils; hut now they have a King. The King they were to ex¬ 
pect according to succession given them by the English, and who are the people 
alone able to support him, and therefore they now expect the Mogul Empire to 
flourish once more under a King from whose amiable disposition it is reason¬ 
able to expect a happy reign. 

I this moment received a letter from Major Carnac, dated tlie 17th instant, 
at Sassiram, in which he says:—“ I herewith send you two letters: one from 
Sujah Dowlah, the other from Salar Jung, which I received by the hands of 
Muncer Dowlah and Roy Roup Sing (together with one for myself), who have 
been dispatched from Sujah Dowlah to His Majesty. These gentlemen gave 
me also a letter from Sujah Dowlah, wherein he entirely refers me to them, 
and they have assured me in his name that he was ready to enter into any 
engagements with us for promoting the King’s interest. When I proposed to 
them a place of arms being made over to us in their master’s country, some¬ 
where on the Ganges, in case of our marching an army to Delhi, they at once 
consented thereto. The only question therefore is, whether you choose entering 
directly into an alliance, offensive and defensive, with the Nawab of Oudli, or 
would have it deferred till you have certain advices about your regiment.” 

It is, I believe, pretty certain that Sujah Dowlah of himself is not able 
to carry the King to Delhi, and I am very sure His Majesty does not lay so 
much confidence on his power as on that of the English. But how to act in 
this affair I cannot determine till I can get a certainty of the destination of 
my regiment. Though 1 am further convinced by a private letter I perused 
the other day from Madras, that there will be no expedition to the islands, yet 
at present there is no certainty of its coming, and should we not enter into 
some treaty with Sujah Dowlah after his offering to deliver up a fortified place 
to us, which was one of the chief points I made with the King, they will ima¬ 
gine we have been trifling with them, and of consequence it might be some 
pretence (as they cannot well act without our assistance) to act against us in 
this pijovince. This being only a surmise of my own, your better judgments 
will be more determinate. 

(Sd.) EYRE COOTE. 


Letter from Major Carnac. 


Received likewise the following letter from Major John Car- 
nac at Sasseram. dated the 16th June ^— 

V 


Gentlemen, —I received a letter last night of a very extraordinary nature 
indeed from Rajebullub, enclosed under cover to Mr. Lushington. The purport 
of his letter to me was to beg I would assist him with my interest to procure 
him the Naibut of this province in the room of Ramnarain, and his letter to 
Mr. Lushington was to engage him to intercede with me to that purpose. With 
the letters were two Promissory Notes under lus seal, one for fifty thousand 
rupees to myself the other for twenty-two thousand rupees to Mr. Lushington. 
We have both wrote to him in the terms his insolence deserves, and it gives 
me the utmost concern to find that any man of the country should dare enter¬ 
tain the thought that an Englishman was to be influenced by a bribe. You 
have not been pleased. Gentlemen, to allow me to have anything to say or do 
with regard to Ramnarain, but if it depended on me, I declare no consideration 
whatever should induce me to give my consent to removing a man whom we 
are bound to maintain by engagements prior to and consequently more obli¬ 
gatory than any we may have since entered into with Cossim Ally Cawn. I 
have had hints before with regard to this unfortunate Gentoo, to which if I 
would have listened, I might probably have turned my campaign to pretty good 
account; hut indifferent as my circumstances are, I thank God I scorn enlarg¬ 
ing them by any means that would not stand the most public inspection. 

I have thought it my duty, Gentlemen, to acquaint you with this affair, 
and now submit it to your consideration whether any good can be expected 
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from a Government the head whereof has been detected in a most infamous 
forgery, and whose present principal favorite is capable of offering so barefaced 
a bribe. 

(Sd.) JOHN CABNAO. 

The Committee have had more than one occasion of observing Major Car- 
nac’s forwardness in offering his opinion upon affairs which it does not belong 
to him to judge of. 

(Sd.) HENRY VANSITTART. 

,, WILLIAM B. SUMNER. 


Fort William, the 11th July 1761. 

At a Select Committee present : 

The Hon’ble Henry Vansittart, President. 

Peter Amyatt, Esq. 

William Ellis, Esq. 

William B. Sumner, Esq. 

Bead, approved, and signed tlie Proceedings of the 29th June. 

, „ , , „ , Received the following letter from Colonel Eyre Coote, dated at 

Letter from Colonel Coot*, p^tna, the 1st of July ^ 

Gentlemen, —I have received your letter of the 10th June. The first para¬ 
graph, in which you are pleased to approve of my sending a body of troops with 
Major Camac, confutes in some measure the Nawab’s letter to the President, in 
which he says—“ I have not the power of collecting a single rupee.” He has 
now out of the army upon his services (collecting revenues), the following 
troops, viz ,:— 



P. of cannon. 

Europeans. 

Sepoys. 

Black Horse. 

“With Major Carnac 

4 

230 

1,600 

394 

With Captain Champion 

4 

141 

1,119 

» « • 

With Captain Robertson con¬ 
tinuing with him at his 
request . • 

2 

91 

333 


At Mongeer 

... 

... 

100 


So that the total immediately 
on his services are • 

10 

462 

3,612 

394 


And the remainder with me are 250 Europeans and companies of sepoys, 20 
Black Horse, 2 pieces of cannon and two howitzers, exclusive of the Hussars and 
my troop, out of which there are sick in the hospital upw'ards of 20. 

I now declare to you, Gentlemen, upon my honor that I have upon all 
occasions, since my arrival here, advised the Nawab to call in the different ze¬ 
mindars of the country to settle their accounts, and those that would not come 
in on this summons, 1 offered to go out and compel them, if required, all which 
advice had no effect, for be always answered—“ Turn out Ramnarain and all is 
settled, for what signifies the country to me, if Ramnarain continues in the 
Naibship of Patna.” To which I replied that I had, according to the advice of 
the gentlemen at Calcutta, ordered him to attend him with his accounts, that 
if he did not settle them he would not be protected by you any longer, but 
till then I had orders to protect him, which you will find in your letter dated 
28th of April 1761. 

The unaccountable' l)ehavior of the Nawab towards me does not at all 
surprise me, when I find he has been so base as to complain to the President of 
Mr. Watts, who, to my certain knowledge, was always ready to do him all the 
little services in his power, and of which I thought the Nawab seemed very sen¬ 
sible, by continually sending for him. 

H 2 
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By the correspondence between Captnln.Champkm and mci it: will evidently 
appear that I was for havifag^^pomgar .Gawn taken! if possible; that on a pro¬ 
posal on that head from CapWn Champion to me, I acquainted the NawaJb bf 
it, who did not. seem ;to approve of it, and before my answer could reach Cap¬ 
tain Champion, the people who came upon that business were dismissed by 
the Commanding Officer of the Nawab*s troops, though Hfr. Champion desired 
they might be detained. All the advice I gave the Kawab bohcerning him was, 
that if he could not turn him out, to make up matt^ with = him,-in order to 
get some money, and I am now informed that the Nawab has privately settled 
this affair with Comgar Cawn for three lakhs of rupees. 

I must beg leave to tell you, Oentlemen, that a series of altercations would 
make me despise myself if I entered further into it, yet I should be always 
ready to have my actions canvassed by my most bitter enemies. 

The copy of the letter you were pleased to send me from the King (if it is 
wrote by him) is so ambiguous as to be above my comprehension, except it be 
to assist in the destruction of that unhappy wretch Ramnarain. His Majesty’s 
general behaviour to Major Carnac, Mr. McGuire, myself, and all the gentle¬ 
men plainly demonstrates how well satisfied he. was with us, and for a further 
proof of the entire confidence he reposes in our nation and the little faith he 
has of the Nawab, I now enclose for your perusal the copies of four letters I 
lately received from him, and the Major has informed me that he has several 
letters from Ilis Majesty to the Board (which be is unwilling to trust to the 
ordinary conveyance), in which he has given under bis own hand that he will 
grant to the Company his Royal confirmation of all their possessions and 
privileges. 

Yesterday the few troops remaining here I cantoned in the French Factory, 
and this day I have sent Mr. Watts to dismiss the coolies, boldars, and carriage 
bullocks that came in with them; and as the season is far advanced, and the 
country unhealthy where Major Carnac’s party is, I believe he will soon return, 
after which I shall dismiss the rest of the superfluous people and send down to 
Calcutta as many troops as can be spared from this place, the number of which 
I cannot determine till I hear of the operations of the King and Sujah 
Dowlah, who, 1 am informed, are now halted this side of Benares. 

You complain. Gentlemen, that your joint letters to Mr. McGuire and me 
are not answered; you will find by my letters to the Boards that I have given 
my sentiments in reply to those letters, and I suppose Mr. McGuire has done 
the same, and the second paragraph of your letter of the ISth ultimb/is a proof 
of your having received my opinion concerning the accounts between the Nawab 
and Ramnarain. : f ; 

(Sd^j EfRE COOTE. 


Mr. McGuire’s letter. 


dated 


Received likewise the following letter from' llitr.’ McGuire, 
I at Patna, the-29th of June •; ■ ’ ' i ' • 


Hok’ble Sib and Sirs, —By a letter you have'.thioughC proper to address 
to Colonel Coote, I have the mortification to find, myself ^ft .’out of , the,corre¬ 
spondence, and the reasons you are pleased to aMign for it are to prevent t^^^ 
inoonveniency you suffered by not having replies to the letters - ybtil wrdte us 
jointly, so soon as you had reas m to expect them.. • Ere this arrives^yoii fim i 

by my last address to your honors, «&c.,. it . was' impossible to, wjite ^ything 
that would prove satisfactory, as the Raja has been (eraplcwj^ih optliis 

accounts from the strength of his memory which he fcells ifini/^hed ' 

As your honors, &c., have been pleased to request the Cbloiel s^ill consult 
with me upon matters relative to accounts, negotiations, and pthqr affaire of a 
civil nature, I conclude from hence yoq do .not intend jijepr^ngme .of my vpte 
in matters of such consequence. I thei^efpre jiatter myself cR hai.henniPVin^ ito 
some neglect in the offices that a letter of the.samn. tapoir^was nptiS^^mei 
though the Colonel was pleased to shew nie the lpti€^,^hd /^ye ;ma.,ar,.eq 
ence on the subject-matter, yet it is left in his option to consult with me or not. 
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I am in hopes, Gentlemen, you will take this remonstrance under consider¬ 
ation, and upon whatever subject you choose to have my opinion, you will be 
pleased in future to write me thereon, and you may depend on having it to the 
utmost of my abilities, being with great respect, &c., 

(Sd.) WILLIAM McGUIEE. 


Madras wrote to. Agreed, we write the following letter to the Select Committee 

at Fort St. George 

Gentlemen, —Since our last under date the 18th of June, duplicate whereof 
is enclosed, we are informed the King left Patna the 6th ultimo, and by advices 
received since we learn he has crossed the Caramnassa and the great river and 
is preceding with Sujah Dowlah with all expedition to Delhi. We hope nothing 
will intervene to the prejudice of his pretensions to the throne of Hindustan, or 
to interrupt the present tranquillity of these provinces. 

(Sd.) HENEY VANSITTAET. 

„ P. AMYATT. 

„ WILLIAM B. SUMNEE. 


Fort William, the 13th July 1761. 

At a Select Committee present; 

The Hon’ble Henrt Vansittart, President. 

Colonel Eyre Coote. 

Peter Amtatt, Esq.* 

William Ellis, Esq. 

William B. Sumner, Esq. 

Read, approved, and signed the Proceedings of the 12th instant. 

Arrival of Colonel Coote. Colonel Eyre Coote, being arrived from Patna, now takes his 

seat as Member of the Select Committee. 

Colonel Coote lays bef<»re the Committee the following translations of four letters he 
Four letters from the King to received from the King,, all dated the 24th Zihada or 29 th 
Colonel Coote. June 

let .—Your address congratulating me on the publication of the Cutbah and 
siceas in my name, with a nuzzir of 26 Ashrefees and ElOO, reached me by 
the bands of Major Camac on the 16th instant at Azimabad; and the contents 
gave me the highest satisfaction. After having returned due thanks to the 
Almighty I bestowed praises on you for your fidelity, loyalty, and friendship. 
May the Almighty render this event a blessing to all the well-wishers and ser¬ 
vants of the Court and; the Empire, but especially to,’ you. Since the faithfiil 
services and loyalty of that well-wisher has inade such an impression as it 
deserved in my breast, I ain convinced that affairs will henceforth prosper 
more than ever, less they never will. Please me by ^ving me frequent advices 
of your welfare. > ^ 

2nd .—Belying on your bravery, truth, sincerity, and fidelity, I resided for 
the space of five months with you, in the View of settling the affairs of the Pro¬ 
vinces of Bengal and Bebar. Since it so fell out. that the , regulation has not 
taken place, and the establishment of the empire,employed ..my attention, for 
that reason I bent my course towards the imperial city. In consideration of 
your integrity and loyal attachment you ha^e obtained, my approbation. Con¬ 
tinue always in the same faithful sentiments, npr ever in the l^st. deviate jfrora 
them. Let me not have any cause for displeasure oh account of the disorderly 
state of these provinces, the revenues of which are appointed for defraying 
the expenses of the Crown. The Mutsuddees of the Sircar demand ho more 
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than the ancient and customary revenue, and it reflects a disgrace on your 
name that the Nazim of that country neglects the payment of the ancient and 
stated revenue. As the English are famed for their integrity and uprightness 
in their dealings, it behoves you to cause to be settled speedily the legal con¬ 
cerns of the Sircar, and send the money to the Court. In consideration of your 
fidelity and attachment, I appoint you to the charge of settling this affair and 
transmitting the stated and lawful revenue to the Court. Einish speedily this 
business, and send the treasure according to the established custom, that no dis¬ 
putes or complaints may again arise between us. This will be a confirmation 
of your zeal and faithful inclinations, and you will daily increase the royal 
favour towards you. 

3rd .—About three crores of dams due from the jagirs of the jagirdars 

of the Suhah Behar, which from a long time have been independent on 

that Nizamut; for as much as those jagirdars have failed in their attendance 
(in consideration of the rights of the services of the faithful attendants on our 
person), we grant to Mudar o’Dowlah Bahadur and Momtaz o’Dowla Bahadur, 
&c., for their jagirs; and they have perwannahs for these assignments. It 
behoves you to cause the said dams to be punctually and strictly given by the 
Nazim of the Subah of Behar to the possession of their Gomashtas. By this 
you will gain our favor. 

4th .—The Nazim of the Suhah of Behar, notwithstanding the confirmation 
of the perwannahs for the jagirs of that Subah, has seized the lands of the 

jagirdars, and has taken and continues to take the rents of those jagirs. 

Eor as much none of the former Nazims for the space of fifty years ffor instance, 
Khan Z(?nian, deceased, Mobariz-ul-Mulk, Serbillind Khan Bahadur, Fukber- 
o*Dowlah, Shuja-ul-Mulk, Mohabut Jung, Seraj-o’Dowlah, and Mir Mahmud 
Jaffir Khan) never interfered with or withheld the lands of the servants of the 
Court. The obstinacies of the present Nazim, in persisting in the usurpation of 
those lands, will effectually ruin the credit of the English name throughout all 
Hindustan. As the English are characterized by an invincible integrity and 
abhorrence of inequity, it is your duty to regard your own good name and 
uprightness and make the Nazim of the said Subah relinquish the jagirs of 
seryants of the Court, since I desire nothing hut wdiat is just and lawful. 
What has been constantly practised for fifty or hundred years, it is fit should 
be observed. This will gain you a good name and put a stop to the complaints 
of the jagirdars. 

In this article he punctual. 


Agreed, that the above letters do lie on the table to be referred to on occasion. 

(Sd.) HENRY VANSITTART. 

„ P. AMYATT. 

„ WILLIAM B. SUMNER. 


Fort William, the 17tb September 1761. 

At a Select Comuhteb present : 

The Hon’ble Henry Vassitiart, President. 

Colonel Eyre Cootb. 

Peter Amyatt, Esq. 

Major Carnac. 

William Ellis, Esq. 

Culling Smith, Esq. 

Bead, approved, and signed the Proceedings of the 17ih August. 

Mr. Ellis being about to depart to Patna, whereby tlie number of the Members of this 
Committee will be reduced to two. 
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Ag^ed, we choose Mr. Calling Smith a Member of this Committee^ who, being duly 
sworn, takes his seat accordingly. 

Mr. Webb having been some time ago appointed to Dacca, Mr. Lyon was appointed 
Secretary to this Committee, and is now sworn. 


From Madras. 


Read the following letter from the Select Committee at Fort 
St. George, dated the 22nd August 1761 


Gentlemen,—S ince we wrote you under date the 1st instant, we have 
received your letter of the 11th July. 


On the Fattee Salant^ which will sail in a few days, we purpose sending 
you a further part of Colonel Coote’s regiment and a Free Company of French 
commanded by Mr. Martin. 

Colonel Coote, in order to keep his regiment as complete as possible, left 
direction with Major Gordon to enlist, out of the prisons here, as far as 100 
men; upon his making application to do so, Mr. Pigot acquainted him that the 
removal of Colonel Coote’s regiment to Bengal would make the foreigners now 
in the service bear a greater proportion than he thought prudent, to the num> 
her of English that would remain on the coast, and would, therefore, instead of 
giving him 100 men out of the prison, send with him to Bengal that number of 
the foreigners now employed, who are men on whom we may reasonably sup¬ 
pose mwe confidence can be placed, as they have served some time under 
Colonel Coote. This will explain to you our reasons for having sent Mr. 
Martin’s Free Party. 

Our Hon’ble Masters’ ship Plassey imported at Vizagapatam the 6th in* 
stant, and has been since dispatched for your presidency; the Independent 
Company she brought, intended for us, we request you will send, together 
with such part as you may have remaining of the detachment of Company’s 
troops belonging to this coast, in lieu whereof the remainder of Colonel Coote’s 
regiment shall be sent you, which we shall not be in condition to do, if those 
forces are detained. 

Commodore Siddeman sailed the 4th instant in His Majesty’s ship Eli¬ 
zabeth, with the America, Fahnouth, and Chatham, but did not acquaint us with 
the service he was going to perform. 


We are, &c., 


(Sd.) The Governor & Committee of Fort St. George. 


The President acquaints the Committee that he has assembled them to 
consult upon the state of affairs in the country, to the end that hy an early con¬ 
sideration of the events most likely to happen at the approaching fair season, 
we may make such a disposition of our forces and form such a plan of opera¬ 
tions as may seem best calculated to preserve the tranquillity of the country. 

By the last advices from the northward the Shah and Sujah Dowlah were 
advanced near Lucknow. The Nazir Gauz-o’din Cawn had possessed himself of 
the Fort of Agra, and was collecting all the force possible to oppose the Shah. 
From the southward Shubut, the Mahratta Chief ht Cuttack, obstinately conti¬ 
nues his pretensions to the Midnapur province, as well as his demand for the 
chaut, and although he pretends a desire to accommodate matters in an 
amicable manner, yet it is much to be feared, from the known treacherous dis¬ 
position of that caste of people, that if they can find an opportunity they will 
attempt to send plundering parties into Bengal. 

The present state of our forces is as follows:— 

At Patna 4 Companies of Military and 2 Battalions of sepoys. 

At Burdwan 1 Company of Military and one battalion with 3 Independent Companies. 

At Midnapur 2 Companies of Military and 1 Battalion of sepoys, with 8 Independent 
Companies. 

At Calcutta 5 Companies of Military and 1 Battalion of sepoys. 

At Chandarnagar, the detachment of the regiment and 1 Battalion of sepoys. 

At Cossimbazar 1 Independent Company of sepoys. 

At Chittagong, Dacca, and Luckipur 1 battalion of sepoys. 
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From which statement it appears we shall have a sufiScient force (besides that 
which is mentioned in the above letter from Fort St. George to be coming 
here on the Fattee Salam) not only to act upon the defensive, but undei^ke 
what expedition may be esteemed most effectual for preserving the tranquillity 
of the country. 

The properest step to prevent the Mahrattas from committing their usual 
ravages in Bengal will be to carry the war into their country. 

Agreed, therefore, that we set on foot an expedition against Cuttack, and 
that we write to Mr. Hay to consult with the Nawab, and learn from him the 
rents of the country lying between Jallasore and Cuttack, and what ports he 
will be willing to assign to the Company to defray the expenses of such an 
expedition, which can hardly fail to complete the ancient possessions of the 
Subahs of Bengal, and make a large addition to his revenues. 

The Committee having taken into consideration that part of the letter from 
Fort St. George in which they request this Presidency will return the de¬ 
tachment of Company’s troops that belong to their settlement, think it would 
be highly imprudent to send them out of this province, as they are almost the 
only Englishmen that are at pre^sent in the Company’s service. 

Agreed, therefore, that we write to Fort St. George, in answer to theirs of the 
22nd of August, and acquaint them of the above resolution; and also that we 
siiall send them the Company of Colmonson’s Battalion that arrived in the Plas- 
sey, by the first good opportunity that offers. 


To Mr. Hay at Patna. 


Sent the following letter to Mr. Hay at Patna in consequence 
of this day’s resolution 


Sir,— At a Select Committee held this day, the state of the country and the 
manner in which we should employ our forces after the rainy season came 
under our consideration. 

From the advices we have had it is scarce to be doubted that the Mahrat* 
tas will enter the country and commit their usual ravages if no method is 
fallen upon to prevent them. We are of opinion that the most effectual step' 
we can take for that purpose, and also to distress them and secure to ourselves 
tranquillity, will be to set an expedition on foot against Cuttack. 

We therefore desire you will consult with the Nawab and learn from him 
the value of the rents of the country lying between Jallasore and Cuttack, and 
what part of it he will be willing to make over to the Company to defray the 
expenses of such an expedition, the success of which we have no reason to doubt 
and which will not only secure to him the total ancient possession of the Su¬ 
bahs of Bengal, but also be a considerable addition to his revenues and firm 
barrier against future invasions of the Mahrattas. 

We are, &c., 

' (Sd.) Committee. 


’ Fort WiUiam, the' 8th Decetnbet 1761. 
r At 4 Select Committee PiuBS^ifT;, 


The Hok’blb VANsrpr4RTv ;.^«*d^^. 

j. COLOW EVEE CoOTEt ! . 

Peter Amtatt, Esq. 

Major John Carnac. 

CuLLiNO Smith, Esq. 



Bead, approved, and signed the Proceedings of the 18th of Nbvhtnhsr. 

The fair season being set in for troops to act in the fie0, the Committee 
thinks it proper to take a view of the state of affairs around them in order to 
provide to the best of their power for the maintenance of that tranquillity 
which now subsists in these provinces. ’ 
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The King and Sujah Dowlah not having yet proceeded forward- from 
Korre Jehanabad, it is to be apprehended that the Chiefs of the Empire do not 
espouse his cause so readily as was expected, and so indeed the 'latest intelli¬ 
gence received from Delhi mentions. It appears therefore very probable that 
Sujah Dowlah may lead him back towards Bengal, with the view of making 
conquests in this country, if he be not kept in awe by the appearance of a 
good force in readiness to oppose him on that side of the province. 

To the southward some parties of the Mahratta troops are in motion, but 
by what we can learn of their intentions it seems they will not attempt to 
enter Bengal by the Midnapur road, where Captain Knox* is posted, but come 
by the back of the hills to the Pacheat Pass, and from thence make incur¬ 
sions where they may find the country least guarded. 

The best way of preventing the attempts of Sujah Dowlah will be to 
have a respectable force in the field upon that frontier of the province which 
borders upon his country; and to guard against the incursions of the Mahrattas, 
the carrying into execution our before proposed plan of attacking Cuttack 
seems to be the most proper and indeed the only effectual measure. 

The points to be considered are, first, if we have a sufficient force to answer 
both purposes; and secondly, what will be the expense, and how that is to be 
furnished. The following is a statement of the division which may be made of 
our forces:— 

To join the present detachment at Patna, Colonel Coote with the men of 
his regiment— 

Captain Spitman’s Company of Dragoons to be mounted at Patna. 
Captain Grant’s Battalion of Sepoys. 

Forty rank and file of the artillery. 

These added to the detachment at Patna will make up a force of more 
than 400 effective men, rank and file, exclusive of the artillery and three 
battalions of sepoys; and to these may be joined the remainder of Colonel 
Coote’s Regiment as they arrive from Madras, and likewise those that are to be 
sent from the hospital at Chandernagore to Cossimbazar for the recovery of 
their health. 

To the attack of Cuttack- 

Major John Carnac with 300 military rank and file. 

Fifty rank and file of the Artillery. 

Two Battalions of Sepoys. 

A large party of the Nawab’s troops. 

There will remain then at Calcutta-— 

About 160 military including sick. 

26 Artillery. 

The Company of Invalids. 

Six Companies of Sepoys. 

At Burdwan two Companies of Sepoys of Captain Wilson’s Battalion and 
the three Independent Companies to be employed in the collection 
of the rents. 

At Midnapore two Companies of Sepoys of-’s Battalion and the three 

Independent Companies. 

With regard to the expense, we compute that the command destined for the 
attack of Cuttack will be a charge of about 1 lakh of rupees per month, and that 
the addition proposed to be made to the force at Patna will be an additional 
charge of about half a lakh per month to the present expenses of the detach¬ 
ment there. 

For the means of saving the first expense, that is to say, the expedition 
against Cuttack, as the restoring that province to the Subahship of Bengal 
may be esteem^ as a new conquest, and therefore exclusive of that article of 
our treaty with the Nawab which obliges us to assist him in the defence of his 
country, he has therefore consented to assign to the Company out of the 
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VG>rennes of the C^btacl^ FFovhice sudh a part as may defray the expenses of the 
expedition and keep np a force there for the defence of that Erontier. 

For the increase of the expenses of the troops at Patna we can ask nothing 
of the Nawab, as we are obliged to support him with such a force as may be 
necessary for the defence of his country. We-have however an opportunity of 
saving a part of it by ordering the detachment to march by the way of Faoheat 
and restore the Baja of that place to the possession of his zemindary, for 
which he has the Nawab’s Sanad; and in consideration of such assistance, he 
will engage to j>ay the Company a lakh of rupees for the expenses of the troops. 

It is to be observed that the before-going computation includes pay as well 
as the extraordinary field expenses, and therefore not to be entirely reckoned 
as an additional charge, for the troops must be paid if they remain in garri¬ 
son, and it is found by experience they are much more healthy in the field 
than in barracks; and as by the proposed situation of the two armies the pro¬ 
vince will be covered and secured on both frontiers, we think no risk will be 
run from the small force left in Calcutta and Burdwan, and that many advan¬ 
tages will arise from the total expulsion of the Mahrattas from Cuttack, 
particularly by the increase of the revenues of Midnapur. It is therefore the 
opinion of the Committee that the two expeditions shall be set on foot in the 
manner before proposed. 

Colonel Coote acquaints the Committee that he apprehends from several 
circumstances that the Nawab has entertained a jealousy of his friendship, and 
as he is now going upon an expedition where he shall have frequent inter¬ 
course with him, and is very desirous of carrying on all affairs with harmony 
and imanimity, wishes Mr. Hastings to accompany him, as he is a gentleman 
that, both from his knowledge of the language and politics of the country, will 
interpret all consultations between the Nawab and the Colonel, and is thorough¬ 
ly agreeable to both. 

The President acquaints the Committee that he has received advice of the 
arrival of the Nawab*s troops destined for the Cuttack expedition at Bydenauth 
and has wrote to the zemindar to proceed forward with all expedition. 

Agreed, that these Minutes be laid before the Board next consultation 
day for their approbation of the plan of operations here proposed, and that 
leave be asked at the same time for Mr. Hastings to accompany the Colonel. 

(Sd.) HENRY VANSITTART. 

P. AMYATT. 

„ JOHN CaBNAC. 

CULLING SMITH. 
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Extract from the Proceedings of the Committee appointed for the Adminis¬ 
tration of Bengal, 1763-64. 


Thursday. Port William, the 2iid Pebruary 1764. 

At a Consultation present : 

The Hon*ble Henry Vansittart, Fresicleni. 

William Billers, Esquire. 

Warren Hastings, Esquire. 

Eandolph Marriott, Esquire. 

Hugh Watts, Esquire. 

Ralph Letcester, Esquire. 

John Burdett, Esquire. 

The Book oE Standing Orders on the Table. 

The Consultation of the 30th ultimo being wrote fair was now read and approved. 

To 

Major John Carnac. 

Sir,—A greeable to the Resolution of Council, the 30th December, you 
will please to proceed With all expedition to the proTince of Behar and take 
upon you the command of the army now stationed there. On your arrival at 
camp, you will direct one hundred Europeans and a thousand sepoys to return 
to Bengal, as we intend a detachment of that force with two pieces of artil¬ 
lery shall always be cantoned at Ghyretty, and kept in readiness to execute 
any services w^hich may be requisite below. 

* As Cossim Aly Cawn has now fled out of these provinces into the domi¬ 
nions of Shuja Dowla, the principal object of the army under your command 
will be to watch his further motions and guard and maintain the tranquility 
of the frontiers, and you will therefore please to canton the troops as near the 
boundaries of the province as you may think necessary for these purposes. 

From the disposition which the King and Shuja Dowla have expressed in 
their late letters to us, and the answer which we wrote them, we are in hopes 
they may determine to surrender Cossim Aly Cawn into our hands or at least, 
by stripping him of his wealth, and obliging him to disband his forces put it 
out of his power to give us any further disturbance. But if contrary to our 
expectations they should resolve to join the fortunes of Cossim Aly Cawn, and 
march with their forces towards Bengal, we desire you will advance the army 
to the banks of the Caramuassa, and oppose and prevent any enemies from 
entering the country. 

Our sentiments regarding the conduct to be observed towards the King 
and Shuja Dowla you will find contained in our letter of instructions to the late 
Major Adams, dated the 8th of December 1763, of which a copy is herewith 
delivered for your information. And as the answers to the letters which were 
wrote also to them at same time must pass through your hands, you w’ill be 
enabled to take your measures according to the advices which they may contain. 

In this letter to Major Adams, we transmitted our opinion with respect to 
the NaboVs making application for the King’s sanads, and which you will 
observe we desired to be communicated to the Nabob. The President likewise 
then wrote to the Nabob to the same effect. But we are sorry to find that not¬ 
withstanding our Council he continues still very earnest in this point, and 
has actually executed an agreement to pay to the King 28 lacks of rupees annu¬ 
ally with 6 lacks nuzerana with a view of obtaining these sanads, and that he 
is seeking means to remit above one-half of that sum immediately to Court. 
In consequence of this intelligence we have been under the necessity of sending 
orders to the commanding ofEicer of the army of which copies are enclosed for 
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your information. And we cannot help repeating here, that we think this step 
of the Nabob’s a mark of had policy and great imprudence, for making remit¬ 
tances to the King can only be considered as supplying the finances of Shuja 
Dowla who seeks but an opportunity of invading and molesting his (the 
Nabob’s) Government; nay, is perhaps at this very period become his open and 
declared enemy. Besides admitting the Royal confirmation to be a matter 
requisite either for the public or the Nabob’s own private satisfaction, it would 
certainly be a more proper time to apply for it, when once all parts of tlie 
country have testified a firm allegiance to his Government, and he has been fully 
established in his dominion over it. We shall always endeavor to carry 
ourselves towards the Nabob in such a manner as to give him no just cause of 
disgust. But we must hope—and our employers will expect—that for such con¬ 
duct he will not be wanting in a suitable return by a proper observance of his 
engagements and an attention to their interest, and that therefore he will for 
the present set aside the abovementioned resolution, which plainly tends to 
their injury in both these respects. 

The Nabob has wrote to the President that it is his intention to return to 
Calcutta in the month of March next. We desire therefore you will encourage 
him therein as far as you may find opportunity having many points to settle 
with him necessary for the welfare of his and our Government. 

As we are informed that the fort of Rotos remains still independent, we 
desire you will endeavor to reduce it in case you can find an opportunity, that 
is to say if it should appear that it can be done without any inconvenience 
to the other objects of your instructions or occasioning the loss of much time 
and men. 

In consequence of the opinion of yourself and the other field officers, that 
the small body of European cavalry we now maintain, can never prove of 
service adequate to the great expence which attends their establishment, we 
have determined to reduce them all excepting one troop which will be useful 
for the purposes of patrolling and reconnoitring. We desire therefore that you 
will incorporate the officers and men with the battalion, and order the horses to 
be disposed of to the best advantage after completing the troop commanded by 
Captain George May, which we mean should stand to sixty privates and its officers. 

Sensible of your regard for the Company’s interest, we need hardly recom¬ 
mend to you to have in view the reduction of the expences of the army when¬ 
ever, and as far as the nature of the services you have to execute will admit. 

We rely entirely on your prudence, courage, and good conduct, and wishing 
you always health and success. We are with esteem, &c. 


Tiiursdaj. Port William, the 23rd February 1764. 

At a Consultation present: 

The Hon’ble Henry Vansittart, President, 

William Billers, Esquire. 

Warren Hasitngs, Esquire. 

Randolph Marriott, Esquire. 

Hugh Waits, Esquire. 

Samuel Middleton, Esquire. 

Ralph Leycestbe, Esquire. 

John Burdett, Esquire. 

The Book of Standing Orders on the Table. 

The Cousoltation ol the 20i.li itisfcant being wrote &ir was now read and approved. 

Received yesterday a letter from Major Carnac, dated the 19th instant. 
Major Carnac's letter. enclosing One which he had just received from Mr. 
I. L. K., No. 11. Batson containing an account of a second, mutiny 

among our troops at camp. 
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It was immediately agreed to wrote an answer to Major Carnao ac- 
Answereii. quainting him that we imagined this fresh disturbaiice 

I. L. s., No. 17. had proceeded from the same course as the former, 

namely, the non-payment of the donation money, and desiring therefore, with a 
view of stopping its further progress, that he would direct the pay-master of 
the army to issue out of the Company’s treasure the respective shares due to 
the non-commissioned officers and private men of the Europeans and sepoys 
and receive hills from the several captains for the amount in our favor upon 
the agents here, and that we left it to his prudence and discretion, as we were 
yet unaequainted with particulars to pursue such further steps on the occasion 
with regard to discovering the ringleaders and bringing them to punishment 
as might appear necessary. 

Pnrport of a letter from The President lays before the Board the following 

Captain Jennings to ye Pre- letter, which he has received from Captain Jennings 

containing the particulars of the intelligence received 

from Major Carnac:— 


To 

The Hon’bi.e IIenkt Vansittaht, 

President and Governor of Fort William. 

Hon’ble Sib,— I am extremely sorry to inform you that notwithstanding 
all endeavours to keep the troops in due bounds yesterday morning the 
European battalion forced the drummers to beat the “ General” without appris¬ 
ing any of their officers and stood to their arms appointing themselves a leader; 
after loading their pieces and fixing their bayonets they took possession of 
their artillery parks, forcing the lascars and some gunners to draw out six 
guns, placing three on each fiank, the European horse formed on the right and 
the Moguls on the left; the sepoys were likewise in motion, but by a timely 
admonition they desisted. All endeavours were used to pacify the Europeans, 
but in vain; in this order they proceeded through the Kabob’s camp, crossed a 
nulla and directed their march towards the Caramnassa. “When I found they 
were not to be stopt, at any rate I*sent Captain Stables to apprise the Nabob, 
who came and met them on their march, and offered a lack of rupees, one-half to 
be paid immediately and the remainder at 4 o’clock in the afternoon, which was 
all he could produce in camp, but neither promises nor threats could stop them. 
Eor want of draught bullocks the cannon were lost on the road to and in the 
Nabob’s camp, which I returned back to camp again. 

I followed them in company with many of the battalion officers endeavour¬ 
ing to persuade them to march back to camp, and receive the money the Nabob 
had sent; about a hundred dropt them on the march and returned. On their 
arrival at the Caramnassa, they drew upon the parade in the front of the guns 
belonging to the detachment and immediately secured them; in the meantime 
the Mogul horse dispersed themselves amongst the sepoys of the detachment to 
influence them to join. Here I got them to halt to take a dram and biskett. 
While the drams were served we prevailed on most of the English, »fcc., to return, 
but the I'rench and most of the foreigners persisted in crossing the Caram¬ 
nassa to the amount of about three hundred and proceeded towards 
Banaras; at the same time by the influence of the Mogul horse, part of two 
battalions of sepoys of the Caramnassa detachment rushed to their army, 
fixed their bayonets and followed them across the river. Growing towards the 
evening I took the remainder of the Europeans with the guns to the grand 
camp, leaving some officers to assist the sepoy officers. To-day we have got 
many of the sepoys to return with some of the Europenns, and I expect most 
of the sepoys, with about seventy Euiopeans, will return this evening on 
condition of being pardoned. There is a body of Frenchmen, about one hundred 
and fifty, headed by Serjeant Delamar and two other French Serjeants, who 
have halted on the banks of the Ganges opposite Banaras, but can’t cross 
for want of boats. I have very little hopes of this party’s retnrning, for it 
appears to have been a premeditated scheme of the French in particular to 
entice the best part of the army over to the enemy, under the pretence of 

A 3 



4 


donation money; at the same time they were determined to refuse all offers of 
cash whaterer. 

This morning I ordered part of the donation to be paid from the lack 
which the Nabob sent; the Europeans received forty rupees per man and the 
sepoys six rupees each, the non-commissioned officers in proportion. This ap¬ 
pears to have satisfied them, and I believe most of the Europeans that have 
returned are ashamed of their proceedings being convinced of the bad intention 
of their leaders (the French) to draw them into a crime which they never 
intended. 

I shall with the assistance of my officers do my utmost endeavour to 
regain those still missing, and am in great hopes by their present behaviour, 
that the fury of the storm is past. However I think it proper that the army be 
kept in motion, which may partly prevent the like for the future. I propose 
shifting ground after still keeping the district between the Sone and Caram- 
nassa, and should be glad to be honoured with your orders and advice. 

The Nabob pui-posed setting out for Calcutta two days ago, but receiving 
a letter from Shitabroy, that he should set out from Illiabad immediately with 
the sanads, has detained him a few days longer. 

I am, 

Hon’blb Sir, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

( Sd. ) WILLIAM JENNINGS. 

Camp at Sct near 
Caramxassa, 

The ISth February 1764. 


This extraordinary and daring revolt in our troops rendering the situation 
Minute. affairs here very ijpcertain and precarious, and as the 

safety and preservation of our Hon’ble Master’s posses¬ 
sions in tliis part of India is a circumstance of the greatest moment and consi¬ 
deration to them and essentially necessary to the well-being and support of their 
other settlements. 

It was unanimously agreed and resolved to stop if possible and disembark 
the troops which are proceeding on the Deptford to Fort St. George, which 
measure we trust will no way prove detrimental to the operations of'that pre¬ 
sidency against Madura as they have received a large reinforcement of men 
from England by the Pitt, and will be shortly further assisted with the troops 
from Manilla, the Bombay Company of Artillery from hence, and the Marines 
of His Majesty’s Ships York and Liverpool. 

Agreed therefore that orders be immediately despatched to Captain Tiyon, 
directing him in case they should reach him before his ship has quitted the 
river to return immediately to In gellee and disembark the troops into the sloops 
which will be sent down to receive them. And as this extraordinary sedition in 
our troops is a circumstance, which may be attended with further bad conse¬ 
quences, and renders the tranquility of our affairs so very uncertain. 

Agreed further that we address on the occasion Commodore Tinker and 
Major Sherlock, requesting the former, after acquainting him with the parti¬ 
cular circumstances of the mutiny, to remain with us and keep His Majesty’s 
ship midway in the river, until the fate of the late Nabob and the views of 
Shuja Dowla are more certainly known, as the hopes of success which they mav 
promise themselves from this disorderly behaviour of our troops may eneourao-e 
them to attempt what they would otherwise not have dared to have en^ao'ed in, 
and of the latter, as this desertion of the French soldiers will occasion" a'’ great 
decrease as in force, to permit the remainder of His Majesty’s 84 Regiment to 
be formed into a Company and continue another season in the countiy under 
their proper officers. ^ 
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Secret Department, Monday, port William, 27th February 1764. 

At a Consultation present : 


The Hon’ble Henry Vansittart, Fresident. 

William Hillers, Esquire. 

Warren Hastings, Esquire. 

Randolph Marriott, Esquire. 

Hugh Watts, Esquire. 

Samuel Middleton, Esquire. 

Ralph Letcester, Esquire. 

John Burdett, Esquire. 

The Book of Standing Orders on the Table. 

The Consultation of the 23rd instant being wrote fair was now read and approved. 


Received a letter from Captain Jennings, dated the 15th instant, giving 
Captain Jennings’ letter. US a particular accouut of the behaviour of the troops 

I. L. r.. No. 12. from the date of his last letter to the Board till the 

mutiny which happened among them on the 12th, of which we have been al¬ 
ready particularly advised by his letter to the President of that date, as likewise 
of the steps he took to pacify and bring them to a proper sense of their duty; 
that the next day the sepoys in camp having heard of the revolt of those at 
the Caramnassa refused to take the 6 rupees per man offered them, and immediate¬ 
ly stood to their arms, whereupon the greatest confusion ensued, as the Euro¬ 
peans being ashamed of their former behaviour insisted on forcing the sepoys 
back, and accordingly stood likewise to their arms, and the artillery to their 
guns; that not being able to prevent this he ordered the battalion to form on 
the parade, load and fix their bayonets, but upon no pretence to use violence 
without they were attacked; that finding nothing else would get them he has 
judged it for the good of the service that the sepoys demand for being paid half 
the share per man which the Europeans had received should be complied with, 
and that the havildars have accordingly received each 40 rupees, the Naiks 30 
and the sepoys 20. That they dppear all jpretty well satisfied at present and 
that he shall use his utmost endeavour wdth the assistance of other officers to 
promote quiet and harmony among them. 


Agi’eed, in consequence of this advice, that we do wnate a letter to Major 


Major Carnac wrote to in 
consequence. 

I. L. S., No. 21. 


Carnac, acquainting him that we hope it will find him 
joined and in the command of the army, that it is now 
become a very difficult point to judge which is the 


most proper manner to proceed for remedying the disorder which has got to 
such a height among the troops, but we think that either employing them in 
the attack on Rotas, or any other service to keep them fi*om idleness, or canton¬ 


ing them in different bodies partly at Sassaram, partly, at Patna and partly at 
Mongheer may be means which will at present conduce to root out the dissen- 
tion, and bring them again to a proper knowdedge of their duty, after which the 
first suitable opportunity may be taken of punishing in an exemplary manner 
those who may appear to have been the chief promoters of this mutiny and bad 
behaviour. That we are hopeful the reduction of the Sepoys to 500 in a 
battalion, and the additional number of officers which will then be allotted to 


each will be a great means of restoring in every respect better order to that 
corps, but that we think nevertheless if the commandants and subadars were 
concerned in this late mutiny, that the most forward of them should be dismissed 
the service as soon as proper opportunity shall offer. That as to the Mogul 
cavalry, we judge them to be of little value.to the service, and we would there¬ 
fore advice his taking the first occasion to dismiss all those who have been con¬ 
cerned in the mutiny and turn them out of the province depriving them first 



of tlieir horses, which may be fiiven to their commanders if they themselves 
have not been also concerned; that these we mention as the sentiments which at 
present occur to us upon the occasion, but that we leave him at discretion to 
follow the same, as far as he may think necessary and at such times as may 
appear most proper and convenient, all of which, being on the spot, he will cer¬ 
tainly be the best judge, advising him likewise of our having ordered the 
troops to be disembarked from on board the Deptford, and that we shall order 
a reinforcement of about 300 Europeans to march and join him as soon as 
possible. 


Secret Department Thursday. Port William, the 8th March 176 Jj. 

At a Consultation present : 

The Hon’ble William Billers, President. 

Warren Hastings, Esquire. 

Eandolph Marriott, Esquire. 

Hugh Watts, Esquire. 

Samuel Middleton, Esquire. 

■Ralph Lbycester, Esquire. 

The Governor indisposed. 

Mr. Burdett absent. 

The Consultation of the 5th instant being wrote fair was now read and approved. 

Received a letter from Captain Jennings, dated at Sassaram, the 2tth ultimo. 
Captain Jennings* letter. acquainting US that the 100 sepoys who had deserted 

1. l. r., No, 19 . the camp have been conducted up the country by the 

assistance of Bulwan Sing or some other of the countiy powers, and enclosing us 
a letter which he has received from the European deserters by wdiicli w'e may 
find that their demand of the donation money was only a pretence for execut¬ 
ing a premeditated scheme of leaving our service; that the money paid to the 
troops in camp exceeds the shares of the first dividend of the donation, and 
has been made good by the lack of rupees which the Nabob f)aid and thirty-two 
thousand collected froni the pay-master and the oflScers. That the Nabob has 
given an order on the Niad at Patna for two lacks more in part of the dona¬ 
tion, which sum he purposes reserving till Major Carnac’s arrival, and in the 
meantime will order an account to be sent to the agents of what money has 
been paid, that a proper balance may be made in the second payment. He 
further advises us'of the Nabob’s having set out from Sassaram, and of the 
principal intelligence from the different parts of the empire. 

Letter enclosed read. The letter from the European deserters having been 

read— 

Entered. Ordered it to be entered after Captain Jennings’. 

Received a letter from Major Carnac, dated at Patna the 28th, acquainting 
Moior Camao’s letter. u8 that our Orders in regard to the sepoy establishment 

1. L. R., No. 20. and their disposition shall be pimetually obeyed, as soon 

as he has leisure to attend thereto, but that at pre^t his w hole attention 
must be observed upon a more important reform, that of the^nds of our troops, 
and enclosing us a letter from. Captain Stables to Mr. BatsOTto show us what 
disorder has raged through our camp during the late seditio^^nd mutiny; 
that he purposes, in order to give as little room as possible f(y complaint to 
bring the army near that way where they may have rice at a cheaper rate, the 
dearness mentioned by Captain Stables being excessive, and that he had then 
sent orders to Captain Jennings to march Ihem as low down the Soan as oppo¬ 
site to Daudnagur, giving us also his opinion with regard to the most effectual 
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measures to be pursued for quelling the spirit of mutiny, which has been car¬ 
ried to such an uncommon length, and recommending his being reinforced with 
the Bombay detachment, in case the first advices of the disturbance in camp 
should have reached us time enough to have enabled us to detain them. 

Ordered Captain Stables’ letter to Mr. Batson be enter¬ 
ed after Major Carnac’s. And 


Letter enclosed entered. 


Agreed we reply to the Major’s acquainting him that, agreeably to what we 
Maior Camae wrote to in w'fote him in our letter of the 27th ultimo, that part of 
answer, the Bombay detachment which we had it in our power 

I. L. s., No. 32. detain, are now under orders to march and join him 

commanded by Captain Pemble; that we approve of the orders which he sent 
to Captain Jennings to return with the troops opposite to Daudnagur. But 
that we think, as soon as it can conveniently be done, it would be proper to put 
them in motion back towards the Oaramnassa, as well to keep the men from the 
ill consequence of laying inactive as to obviate any designs which Shu ja Bowla 
might from the appearance of our making a retreat, and moreover as we ima¬ 
gine this expedient may now be undertaken with safety from the good order 
and obedience to which the troops seem to be restored. 


wrote to by the Observing from the proceedings of the other De- 

Lord JMansJieid. partment that the Lord Mansfield is now under des- 

I. L. s., No. 9. patch from Bombay. 

Agreerl, we write by her to that Presidency transmitting them the same 
advices with regard to the army as were wrote last Council day to Fort St. George. 

Mr. Watts intending to proceed in a few days on his deputation to the 
Mr. Watts takes his leave Nabob now takes his leave of the Board. 

of the Board. 


Secret Department, Monday. Fojt William, the 12th March 1764. 

At a Consultation present: 

The Hon’ble Henry Vansittart, President. 

William Billers, Esquire. 

Warren Hastings, Esquire. 

Eandolph Marriott, Esquire. 

Samuel Middleton, Esquire. 

Balph Letcester, Esquire. 

Mr, fiardett indisposed. 

The Book o£ Stsindiu" Orders on the Table. 

The Consultation of the 8th instant being wrote fair was now read and approved. 

The President lays before the Board the following letter from Captain 
Captain .leanings' letter to Jennings, Containing an account of what has passed in 
ye President. camp and some intelligence of the motions and as far 

as he can judge the intentions of Shuja Dowla and the late Nawab:— 

To 


The Hon'blb Henry Vansittart, 

President and Governor, ^c., of Port William. 

Hon’ble Sir,— I received your favour of the 6th February, and should 
have answered it sooner. But our advices have been for some time ver^ intricate 
both from Illiabad and Shuja Dowla’s army. 



The Nabob’s intelligence, which corroborates with ours, are that Shitabroy 
is stopped from coming, and that the King and Shuja Dowla are come to a reso* 
lution to assist Cossim Ali Cawn, and put him again in possession of Bengal, 
&c. By two hircarrahs from Banaras the 2ith ultimo, I am informed that 
Cossim Ali, by order of Shuja Dowla, has sent Shake Small Beg, Jemidar, with 
two hundred horse and four companies of sepoys, to Eajah Bulwant Sing, who 
is to assist them with hackeries and a proper bazar for their march to Rotas- 
gur to carry off the treasures and effects left there. Upon enquiry I find there 
is no way of preventing this party but by crossing the Caramnassa, their route 
being round the hills through Bulwant Sing’s country, which brings them to the 
western gate of Rotasgur without entering the Nabob’s dominions. 

Major Carnac being expected every day at Patna, I have wrote to receive 
his orders. 

I have some reason to think that Shuja Dowla has sent people to our 
camp to corrupt our men. I have confined a Tuckur, who is accused by a 
European of oftering his service to the revolted party in their way to Caram¬ 
nassa promising to conduct and supply them with provisions on their march 
up the country; and by a letter from Captain Stables received last night from 
the Nabob’s camp at Daudnagur, he says it is now confirmed that Shuja 
Dowla enticed our people to desert. 

The army’s only complaint at present is the dearness and great scarcity of 
provision in our bazar. The Budgepoor country has been entirely ruined by 
Cassim All’s army, and it is with great difficulty we can get supplies, at any rate 
most part comes from Patna. I have wrote to Mr. Batson, who has promised 
to assist us, all that lies in his power, I likewise despatch large parties twice a 
week to Patna for grains, but notwithstanding which I am greatly afraid we 
shall be but illprovided. At present the black troops and servants can 
barely live upon their pay. If it should be judged necessary for the army to 
remain in the Budgepoor country, I would recommend that magazines for 
supplying the troops be erected at Buxar, with a proper detachment to remain 
there as a guard to the magazine. Buxzar lies very convenient to be supplied with 
grain from Patna and the adjacent countries by water, which will greatly lessen 
the price of all kinds of provision and likewise be nearer for supplying any part 
of the Budgepoor country. Our present land carriage from Patna rises the price 
of rice, &c., in our bazar a hundred per cent, more than the Patna market, 
besides the uncertainty occasioned by the merchants selling at different places 
on the road. 

I expect Major Carnac will meet the Nabob at Patna. 

Camp at Sassabam, T 
The 20th February 1764t. ) 


I am, 

Hon’ble Sib, 

Tour most obedient humble servant, 
(Sd.) WILLIAM JENNINGS. 


Received two letters from Major Carnac, dated at Patna, the 1st and 2nd 
Major Carnao’s letters. instant, the former confirming by his advices Captain 

I. L. R., Nos. 21 and 22. Jennings’ intelligence with regard to Shuja Dowla and 

Cossim Alii Cawn, and again expressing his hopes that the Bombay detachmeat 
have been detained here. The latter representing the great inconveniences to 
which the army is exposed on account of the extraordinary scarcity and dear¬ 
ness of all sorts of grain and the discontent which it occasions among the troops, 
and requesting we will send orders to Burdwan and Cossimbazar for forward- 



ingtbem supplies as speedily as possible. Likewise recommending the remoral 
of Captain Grant’s battalion of sepoys up to the army, as they hare been 
uninfected, and having a battalion sent from camp to Chittagong in their 
room. 

Agreed we reply to these letters of Major Carnac’s acquainting him that 
Answered. immediately on receipt of his last letter the President 

I. L. s., No. 33. wrote to the Nabob, desiring he would send orders to 

his ofBeers in Pumea, Dinagepoor, and Ead>Shy, and the other districts where 
grain is most plentifidly produced to collect all they could and send large 
quantities to Patna, and recommending to him, as we look upon this to be the 
best and most likely expedient for procuring supplies, to repeat to the Nabob 
the necessity of enforcing these orders. That the stores for Captain Pemble’s 
detachment are now sending up to Ghyrattee, and that it will be ordered to 
march from thence as soon as they are completed. That the Bombay sepoys 
form a part of this detachment, but that as there is no more than one battalion 
for the protection and service of all the Chittagong and Dacca districts, it is 
impossible that any part of them can be spared to go to the army. That we 
observe from his letters, as well as those from Captein Jennings, the reason 
wMch there is to suspect that Shuja Dowla will either come himself or favour 
an invasion into Behar. That if these advices should prove to have founda¬ 
tion, we think it will be more advisable to carry the war into Shuja Dowla’s 
own country than to wait for his entering the province. That we desire he will 
therefore immediately upon such confirmation being received, if he thinks he 
can depend on the disposition and affection of the troops, march the army 
across the Caramnassa, and propeed to act offensively against the enemy to the 
best advantage. That in the mean time we shall hold a further reinforcement in 
readiness, consisting of the 84th Regiment, the Marines of the squadron, and a 
party of the artillery which will make in all about 200 men, with two piec^ of 
cannon to march and join him, whenever it shall be judged necessary. 


Secret Department, Monday. Fort William, the 19th Miarch 1764. 

At a Consultation present.: 

The Hon’ble Genby Vansittaet, President. 

William BifiLERS, Esquire. 

Randolph Marriott, Esquire. 

Samuel Middleton, Esquire. 

* Ralph Leycesteb, Esquire. 

John Burdett, Esquire. 

Mr. Hastings indisposed. 

The Consultation of the 12th instant being wrote fair was now read and approved. 

On the 16th instant it was agreed to write to Port St. George advismg 
Fort Sfc George wrote to. them of the reports of Shuja Dowla’s intention to in- 

No 10., 1 . L. s. vade Behar in support of Meer Gossim. That although 
we did not reckon upon such a design as certain it was however beyond a doubt 
that their engaging or not in the attempt would depend chiefly on the apmar- 
ance and opinion they might be led to entertain of our force, wd that nothing 
will secure peace and tranquility to these provinces but. our being able always 
to a sufficient army on the frontiers of Behar. That as therefore vfa 

have reason to expect the*Company wiU this season send abroad considerable rc^ 
%forcements for this Presiden<qr, we must eamratly represmt to them the 
necessily of passing them on to us without loss of time or detaining afiy part at 
tl^ settlement. 
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Secret Department, Monday. j*ort William, the 26tli March 1864. 

At a. Consultation present: 

The Hon’ble Henry Vansittart, Fresident. 

William Billers, Esquire. 

Kandolph Marriott, Esquire. 

Samuel Middleton, Esquire. 

Ealph Lbtcestbr, Esquire. 

John Burdett, Esquire, 

Mr. Hastings indisposed. 

The Book of Standing Orders on the Table. 

The Consultation of the 19th instant being wrote fair was now read and approved. 

Eeceived a letter from Major Gamac, dated the 15th instant, enclosing a 
Major Carnac’s letter. paper of intelligence from the Bang’s camp and advis- 

I. L. R, No. 19. ing us that finding Shuja Bowla was on the more to¬ 
wards him he has thought it incumbent upon him to advance the army towards 
the frontiers to oppose the enemy’s entrance into the province. That he has 
judged it necessary to make another dividend, to the troops to the amount of 
twenty rupees to each private European and of half that sum to each sepoy. 
That the sepoys have now received each 30 rupees which he looks upon to he 
full as much as they are entitled to, and that this was intimated to them at this 
last payment. That one company made a little stir upon the occasion, but that 
it ended with his punishing two or three sepoys who were principally concerned, 
and turning them out of the service. That the officers, from a conviction the 
men will never he in right temper so long as any part of the donation remains 
due to them have agreed not to receive their proportions till the soldiers have 
had their entire shares. That after the desertion of so many Frenchmen he 
could entertain no favourable opinion of the few who staid behind, and could not 
avoid being suspicious. * They did so with some ill-view and that he has there¬ 
fore ordered Captain Martin, with the remainder of his company, down to 
Calcutta. 


Secret Department, Tuesday. I»ort William, the 8rd April 1764. 

At a Consultation present: 


The Hon’ble Henry Vansittart, President. 
Warren Hastings, Esquire. 
Eandolph Harriott, Esquire. 
Samuel Middleton, Esquire. 

Ealph Leyoester, Esquire. 

Mr. Burdett indisposed. 

The Book of Standing Orders on the Table. 


The Consultation of the 29th ultimo being wrote &ir was now read and approved. 

Eeceived a letter from Major Carnac, dated the 22nd instant, acquainting'' 
Muor Camao’s letter. u® that the enemy are all collectmg at and near Benaras, 

i.L. B.,No.84. and making preparations for throwing bridges across 
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the Ganges. That he would willingly push over the Caramnassa with an in¬ 
tention of obstructing their work, but that the Nabob is utterly averse to enter¬ 
ing Shuja Dowk’s country, being unwilling to do anything that may be con¬ 
strued as a commencement of hostilities on his part. Further repeating his 
complaints on account of the great scarcity of provisions, and acquainting us 
that not chusing to rely on his sole judgment in so critical a case, he consulted 
Major Champion and the captains of the army with regard to crossing into the 
enemy’s country and the station in which they are at present encamped, and 
that they are entirely against moving till a supply of grain is secured and agree 
with him that at Buxar they are most advantageously posted for watching the 
motions of the enemy. That he has ordered a bridge to be laid over the mouth 
of the Caramnassa for passing the troops as soon as he has collected a stock of 
grain, when he proposes advancing up the Ganges to oppose the enemy’s cross¬ 
ing it, or should they he crossed to offer them battle. 

Bicceived a letter from Mr. Watts, dated the 27th ultimo, acquainting us 

Mr. Watts’ letter. with his arrival at Mootey Jill the day before. That the 

I. L.No. 36. Niab of the city has paid him the usual ceremony of a 

visit, and requesting our further instructions for his proceeding as he under¬ 
stand it is very uncertain when the Nabob will set out for Calcutta. 

Agreed, we reply to Major Carnac’s letter, acquainting him that he has 
Major Camac wrote to in ^dvised of the reinforcements ordered to 

answer. Camp, Under the command of Captains Pemble and 

I. L. s.. No. 41. Wemyss, so that he will send such orders to those officers 

as he may judge requisite in consequence of the operations of the ememy and " 
the dispositions they may make in advancing into the country, particukrly in 
case any detachments of their force should pass between him and Bengal. 
That we are endeavouring to raise a party of volunteers, who were under 
Captain Wedderburn, to be employed again in the same manner in armed boats 
on the river on any necessary services. That we desire therefore he will direct 
the boats, which we are informed are at camp, to be repaired and kept in readi¬ 
ness for embarking them, or if he thinks proper he may send them down to 
meet the party on their march up. That expecting the Nabob’s arrival in 
Calcutta, we have delayed enquiring into the state of his revenues and ex- 
pences, and other branches of his Government which are necessary for settling 
the articles of the treaty; but that as that prospect is now very uncertain, we 
must request he will make the best enquiries he can, and inform us of the state 
of the Nabob’s finances, and how they are managed, as his complaint of want of 
money appears to us extraordinary, considering he has had the time for making 
the heavy collections of the year and but small disbursements that we know of. 
That it is necessary we should be also acquainted with the state and expence of 
the Nabob’s army, what number of troops he keeps up, and what principal 
officers he employs and depends upon. That we should be glad to know further 
who are the principal officers about his Court and in his Councils. That we know 
Nundcoomar to be one and to have the chief management of his correspond¬ 
ence, and as we have had too frequent experience of this man’s intriguing dis¬ 
position, and are certain that he has many connections in Shuja Dowla’s Court, 
we have reason to suspect that he will employ these connections at so critical a 
juncture as this against our Government as a security for himself in all circum¬ 
stances. That we cannot be too much on our guard against any such designs, 
and we should wish therefore to have him entirely removed from the Nabob’s 
service. That if he thinks he can bring the Nabob to consent to his dismis¬ 
sion we would have it done immediately. But that if he thinks the Nabob 
win not consent to it, we would have him keep these sentiments entirely to 
himself, lest it should cause a jealousy in the Nabob or excite Nundcoomar to 
form worse designs from the apprehension of such an event, and content himself 
with taking all possible precautions to prevent his carrying on any correspond¬ 
ence with the enemy. That it is evident there has been a shameful neglect 
with respect to collecting grain for the army, since Meer Cossim was driven out 
of the country Wore the Wvest was reaped, and there never was known a more 
plentiful crop. That this we cannot help regarding as a particular instance of 
the mismanagement or wilful neglect of Nundcoomar knowing it to be his duty « 
from his post to have attended to that business. That we formerly applied to 
the Nabob for tuncaws on account of the Company, three lacks to be paid at 
Patna, five at CQssimbazar, five at Calcutta, and five at Dacca, to whicfiapplica- 
tion he replied he would grant them when he came to Calcut^ But that the 

b2 
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time of his coming being now very uncertain the President has wrote to hi® 
again for the same tuncaws, and that we desire he will represent the necessity 
of his granting them, as the Company’s affairs suffer much for want of money* 
and we are afraid of being distressed to answer even our military ezpences and 
our daily demands. That there is another object of general concern uponi 
which also we must desire he will apply to the Nabob, if he thinks circum* 
stances will admit of it. We mean the fund for restitution of the merchants* 
losses in the late troubles, for which no provision has yet been made, and which 
we perceive by the accounts already delivered in will amount to a very oonsider> 
able sum, notwithstanding the regulations we have laid down for reducing the 
prices of every kind of goods to the lowest. That we are obliged to request his 
assistance in these points until Mr. Watts shall arrive at his station with the 
Nabob when he will take the burden of them off his hands, and inform him of 
all his proceedings. 

Agreed further that we write to Mr. Watts desiring him, as it may be 
And Mr. Watts. » long time before the Nabob comes down to Calcutta, 

I. L. s.. No. 43. and we judge it requisite to have a more particular in¬ 

formation of the state of his revenues and the management of his affairs, to 
proceed on immediately to his station at the Durbar, and when circumstances 
will admit of the Nabob’s return to Calcutta accompany him down. That until 
his arrival we have recommended to Major Camac some points which are neces¬ 
sary to be immediately settled, and that we enclose him a copy of our letter for 
his information. That on his arrival at camp he will be advised by the Major 
how far he has proceeded in these points, and he will then take upon him and 
complete what part may remain unfinished, observing that while the Nabob is 
with the army. Major Carnac is to be informed of all his proceedings. That 
we further enclose him a list of the monthly allowances annexed to his station 
agreeably to which he must draw. 

Copy of paper enclosed en- Ordered that a copy of the said list be entered after 

tered. this Consultation. 

The President lays before the Board sundry letters which he has received 

the ViMCT, and Shitab^. 
Nabob, ye King, ye Vizier, Those from the Nabob acquainting him with the arrival 
and shuja Dowia. . of the sunnuds through the means of Sadoram, Shitab- 
roy’s brother, and enclosing the letters from the King and Vizier accompany¬ 
ing the sunnuds and further one from the King to the President and one of 
the same purport to the Council assuring us that the resolution for marching 
to Bengal in support of Meer Cossim is by no means agrb..able to him, but 
that he is unable of himself to prevent it. The letter from Shitabroy advises us 
of the representations which Meer Cossim has made at Court to induce them 
to espouse his cause and engage in a war with us, and confirms what the 
King asserts that such a step is by no means agreeable to him, but that the 
Vizier has suffered himself to be deluded by Meer Cossim’s promises of money 
and yielded to his solicitations. Further assuring ua that he shall not fail to 
exert his utmost endeavours for our service, 

gecret Department, Monday. Fort William, the 16th April 1764. 

At a Consthtation present: 

The Hon’ble Henry Vansittart, President, 

Commodore Tinker. 

Warren Hastings, Esquire. 

K^ndolph Marriott, Esquire. 

Samded Middleton, Esquire. 

Balph Letcestbr, Esquire. 

John Bdrdett, Esquire. 

The Book of Standing Orders the Table. 

The Consultation of the 9th instant being wrote fair was now read and approved. 

And agreed in consequence of the advice contained In the letter that the 
Hie Nabob wrote to by Nabob be addressed by the President in the nanie of the 
the President. whole Board to the following effect:— 

^ That it is with great^ concern we find ourselves under the necesrity of re¬ 
monstrating to him upon ill administration of the affairs of these province 
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ffl&ce his accession to the Government^ strongly exemplified by the great distress 
our army has been in for want of grain, though the^country was freed from 
any enemy before the crop was out, and that they were as plentiful as were 
ever known. In the repeated complaints he has made to us of his want of 
money, though the heaviest collections of the year must have fallen into his 
hands, and in general from the little assistance he now seems able to give us 
for the distress of our common enemies, that we cannot impute these evils to 
any but to Nundcoomar, imder whose immediate infiuence and direction all the 
af^iirs of his Government have hitherto been conducted. That these are strong 
instances of his (Nundcoomar’s) misconduct and negligence. But that what 
gives us still greater reason to be dissatisfied with him is that from advices 
lately received from Major Gamac, we have too much reason to suspect he has 
been carrying on a secret correspondence with the enemy and counteracting 
every measure we have been taWng for the support of his (the Nabob’s) Gov¬ 
ernment. That notwithstanding the repeated representations which have been 
made to him (the Nabob) for supplies of grain. Major Carnac for a want of it 
has been obliged to return to the Soane. That this with other matters which 
have been fully represented to him by the Major will effectually, we hope, con¬ 
vince him that the disapprobation we now express at Nundcoomar’s conduct arises 
from our friendship for him and a regard for our common safety. That there¬ 
fore, however backward and cautious we should at all times be not to interfere 
with the officers of his Government, yet the wicked mismanagement of Nund¬ 
coomar in the present critical situation of our affairs obliges us to press and 
insist upon the immediate removal of that man from his employ. That we 
take not upon us to recommend a successor, resolving to approve of any man 
whom he shall please to appoint, if he will but manifest a true zeal for his 
service. Whatever opinion we may have expressed of Boy Dulob or desire to 
have him employed, we are ready to acquiesce in his removal to Calcutta, if 
such is his (tbe Nabob’s) pleasure, at the same time that he sends Nundcoomar, 
being desirous to give him every proof in our power that we are not swayed 
to make this remonstrance from any partiality to the one or personal dislike to 
the other. That we are not imcautiously or unnecessarily interfering with his 
authority which we are determined to support. But are compelled much against 
our will to press the removal of this man who seems to be undermining both 
his power and ours. That as we are now giving the strongest'instances of our 
attachment to him, by exerting of all our strength to free his country from our 
common enemies, we must expect that he will so far concur with our endeavors 
as immediately to remove Nundcoomar from his confidence and service, as the 
longer any power continues in his hands the more endangered is our common 
safety by his artifice and misconduct. That we are happy in presenting this 
address through the hands of Major Carnac, of whose attachment and regard 
he has repeatedly had such strong proofs, and with whom we have no doubt he 
will be ready to concur in every necessary measure for tbe public good. 


And Major Camao wrote to 
in answer. 

1. L. Sh No. 44. 


Agreed further that we do reply to the Major’s two 
letters in the following terms:—• 


That he will have perceived by our letter to him of the 3rd that we were 
apprehensive Nundcoomar might be concerned in a correspondence with Shuja 
Dowla as it has been always his custom to endeavour to make himself of con- 
■ sequence with all parties. That the intelligence transmitted him by Mr. 
Batson appears therefore, to us to have too much of probability, and we approve 
entirely of the representations he has made to the Nabob on that subject. But 
that as there was a necessity for his taking public notice, we flatter ourselves 
that he has by this time prevailed on the Nabob to consent to the removal of 
Nundcoomar from his person; for that as he is now sensible he is suspected, it 
is to be feared that he will take every measure for strengthening his interest 
with our enemies, in order to secure for himself an asylum. That we do not 
mean to insist on the Nabob’s giving Bioydulub more authority than be thinks 
proper, nor indeed upon his giving mm any at all, if he is averse to it notwith¬ 
standing his promise when they went together from Calcutta. That it is bur 
intention the Nabob should have tbe free choice of his own servants. But that 
if any of them shall be proved, or strongly and generally suspected, to be en- 
l^ged in designs of the most fatal tendency* both to his Government and ouxi, 
timt in such casfs we must think ourselves obl^ed, as well by the JriendsUp 
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Tre bear him as by the law of self-pre^rvation to insist in his removing such a 
person from the power of executing the designs of which he is suspected. That 
upon this principle we must insist on the Nabob’s complying with his re¬ 
presentation and parting with Nundcoomar whom he will send down to Cal¬ 
cutta. And if the Nabob continues to demand that Roydulob shall be re¬ 
moved also, that we have no objection and that he will acquaint him it is our 
desire he should return to Calcutta. That as the Touzdars, &c., in most parts 
of the country have been put in by Nundcoomar, it is feared that upon his dis¬ 
grace as many of them as are in a situation to venture will rebel against the 
Nabob’s Government and declare for the enemy. That the force we are collect¬ 
ing at Burdwan will be sufficient, we hope, to keep in awe every thing on this 
side of the river, but that if any disaffection should break out on the other side 
of the river, as in Sercarsarang, Bettea, Purnea, Bungpore, &c., we are not 
sufficiently prepared to quell it, and the enemy, if favored by such a disaffection, 
might make incursions even into Dacca, and possess themselves of those dis¬ 
tricts which yield the greatest plenty of provisions; that we have however chose 
to direct all the reinforcements we could, send into the field to him, leaving 
it to him to provide in such a manner as his own circumstances may admit and 
the operations of the enemy require for the security of the country on the other 
side of the river. That we hope when Captain Pemble and Captain Wemyss 
have joined him he may be able to afford a detachment for this service, or he 
may order Captain Wemyss to cross over at Mungheer or such other place 
where letters may meet him. And that as he will be informed which of the 
Nabob’s officers in that part of the country may be depended on, the detach¬ 
ment may be directed to act, in conjunction with such officers, for defeating the 
designs of the enemy on that side. That he will point out to the Nabob the 
great consequence of maintaining a proper force for the security of these 
districts and placing them under the command of an officer in whom he has an 
entire confidence. That we are for our part entirely satisfied of the attach¬ 
ment and behaviour of Mahomud Eaja Cawn, but are cautious of recommending 
him to the Nabob lest it should increase his jealousy and uneasiness from what 
has already passed concerning Nundcoomar. That we enclose him the before 
minuted letter from the President to the Nabob, in which he is desired in the 
most strenuous manner in our general name to remove Nundcoomar from his 
person, and to consult bis advice in the choice of the persons to whom he entrust 
the command of his forces and the collection of the revenues at this critical 
time, that he may be able to draw the,necessary assistance of men, money, and 
provisions for supporting the troublesome war in which these provinces are 
likely to be engaged in all corners. We send him this letter in English signed 
by the whole Board that he may present it to the Nabob to give his represen¬ 
tation the more weight. And that at the same time is a Persian letter in the 
usual form from the President. That the President has had advice of Captain 
Pemble’s arrival at Mtingheer the 7th instant, and that he expected to reach 
Patna the 14th, so that we imagine he has by this time joined the army and 
that we think he has upon the whole made the march with as great expedition 
as the season of the year could permit. 


Thursday, Secret Department. Fort William, the 26th April 1764. 

At a Consultation present: 

The Hon’ble Henry Vansittart, President. 

Commodore Tinker. 

Warren Hastings, Esquire. 

Bandolph Marriott, Esquire. 

Samuel Middleton, Esquire. 

Balph Letcester, Esquire. 

John Burdett, Esquire. 

The Book of Standing Orders on the Table. 

The Consultatioa of the 16th in^nt being wrote fair was now read and approved. 
Beceived two letters from Major Camac, dated the 9th and 17th instant. 
Major Caraac’s kttera. the former repeating and explaining fully the reasons 

I. l. b.. Nob. 4S and dd. which determined him to cross the Soane, and retire 
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towards Patna, and adyising us that he is now convinced from Bulwant Sing’s 
behaviour (of which the Major gives us an account) that his proposed alli¬ 
ance with us was only a concerted scheme to draw us further on, and so favour 
Shuja Dowla’s design of getting between our army and Patna. That in con¬ 
sequence of our former orders he discharged a number of boats immediately 
upon his arrival at Patna, insomuch that he has at present scarce a sufficiency 
for the service. And that the pay-master assures him the accounts of the 
army have been transmitted to the end of last year, and promises to continue 
sending them down as regularly as possible. The last letter acknowledges 
receipt of ours of the 3rd and acquaints us that it is somewhat remarkable that 
that was precisely the day on which he had the debate with the Nabob relative 
to Nundcoomar. That our coincidence of sentiment with him in this particular 
amounts to a demonstration that there are strong grounds of suspicion, however 
we may want direct proof against him. That yet the Nabob is so obstinately 
attached to this man that he fears there will be no possibility of removing him 
without having recourse to force which at this critical juncture it would, he thinks, 
be improper to make use of. That His Excellency is put so much out of temper 
by this affair, that it has occasioned his being so out of order as not to be wil¬ 
ling or able to enter upon business for some days past. That he has deferred 
giving any answer to his demand on the article of restitution, but had sent 
orders the day before to the proper officers for the payment of three lacks at 
Murshedabad, the same sum at Dacca, a lack and half at Nuddea, the same at 
Hooghly, and one lack at Patna, of which he himself advises the President. 
That Deny Bahadur is certainly come on this side the Caramnassa by the high 
road, so tW there is no longer any doubt of Shuja Dowla’s intending to favour 
Meer Cossim, which is further confirmed by a letter enclosed which he (the 
Major) had that day received from the Vizier, to which he advises us he had 
replied in the following terms: “That he was not to be prescribed to by 
any but the King of England and the English Company, whose servant he was. 
That he, Shujah Dowla, had gone such lengths that we could no longer look 
upon him but as an enemy, and that the sword must now decide between them. 
That he could not doubt of success, as he was confident from the justice of our 
cause we could not fail having Providence on our side.” He also encloses one 
to us, which he supposes is to the same purport and advises us further that 
the Bombay detachment had found him the day before, and that he has sent 
on two battalions of sepoys, with a couple of guns, and proposes advancing 
with the army as far as he can be sure of being supplied with grain. 


Translates of Shuja Dow¬ 
la’s letters enclosed from the 
Major. 


The President also lays before the Board the follow¬ 
ing translates of Shnja Dowla’s letters received from 
the Major:— 


Prom SHUJA-UL-DowiiA. to the Governor and Council, received 26th April 

1764. 


Former Kings of Hindustan by exempting the English Company from 
duties, granting them different settlements and factories and assisting them in 
all their affairs, bestowed greater kindness and honour upon them than either 
upon the country merchants or any other Europeans. Moreover of late His 
Majesty has graciously conferred on you higher titles and dignities than was 
proper, and jagheers and other favors. Since notwithstanding these various 
favors which have been shewn you you have interfered in the King’s country, 
^ possessed yourselves of districts belonging to the Government, such as Burdwan 
and Chittagong, &c., and turned out and established Nabobs at pleasure without 
the consent of the Imperial Court; since you have imprisoned dependents of the 
Court, and exposed the Government of the King of Kings to contempt and dis¬ 
honour ; since you have ruined the trade of the merchants of the country, granted 
protection to the King’s servants, injured the revenues of the Imperial Court and 
crushed the inhabitants by your acts of violence and oppression, and since you 
are continually sending fresh people from Calcutta and invading different parts 
of the royal dominions, and have even plundered several villages and purguhnas 
belonging to the province of lUabad, to what can all these your proceedings be 
attributed but to an absolute disregard for the Court and wicked design of 
seizing the country for yourselves; if you have behaved in this manner in con- 
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sequence of your King’s commands or the Company’s directions, be pleased to 
acquaint me of the particulars-thereof that I may shew a suitable resentment. 
But if these disturbances have arisen from your own improper desires, desist 
from such behaviour in future, interfere not in the affairs of the Govern¬ 
ment, withdraw your people from every part and send them to their own 
country, carry on the Company’s trade as formerly, and confine yourselves to 
commercial affairs. In this case the Imperial Court will more than ever assist 
you in your business and confer its favours upon you. Send hither some per¬ 
son of distinction as your Vackeet to inform me properly of all circumstances 
that I may act accordingly. If (which God forbid) you are haughty and dis¬ 
obedient, the heads of the disturbers shall be devoured by the sword of justice, 
and you will feel the weight of His Majesty’s displeasure, which is the type of 
the wrath of God, nor will any submissions or acknowledgments of your 
neglect hereafter avail you. As your Company has of old b^n supported by the 
royal favors, I have therefore wrote to you. You will act as you may think 
advisable.. Speedily send me your answer. 


From Shuja-ul-Dowla to Major Cabkac, received 26th April 17 64. 

Agreeably to His Majesty’s care for the welfare of the people I now write 
to you. Consider how the Kings of Hindustan have given your Company settle¬ 
ments and factories, exempt them from duties, and conferred greater favors 
upon them than upon other Europeans, or the merchants of their own domi¬ 
nion. Since then, notwithstanding all these favors, you have been guilty of 
ing^titude to the Court; since you have turned aside from your former paths, 
and on the contrary have been continually marching your troops into the King’s 
country, and since you have presumed to remove the officers of the Imperial 
Court, and to turn out and establish Nabobs, what kind of behaviour is this ? In 
case you have your King’s or your Company’s orders for these proceedings, be 
pleased to inform me of it that I may shew a suitable resentment. But if it is 
through your own inclination that you have plundered the villages belonging 
to lUabad, and that you entertain your evil designs notwithstanding the ap¬ 
proach gf the royal standards, it is proper you should desist from such 
proceedings, and represent your desires to me. In case of your obedience our 
favors shall be conferred upon you, otherwise the guilty and disobedient shall 
be utterly destroyed. 


These letters having been read— 

The Board’s answer to that It IS agreed that the President do write him the fol— 
addressed to them. lowing in answer, addressing him only as Subadar of 

Oude and not as Vizier:— 

The English have been always faithfully attached to the Kings of Hindus¬ 
tan and sensible of the favors they ha^ bestowed upon them, and they were 
moreover the first to acknowledge the present King Shah Allum, who on his part 
has frequently expressed a dependance on the English above all others, and might 
have benefited by their assistance had he not unfortunately fallen into your 
hands. Instead of asserting the King’s rights when you received him from us, 
and proceeding to put him in possession of his capital, you have detained him 
ever since in a kind of slavery, and made use of his name to carry on your own 
ambitious and unjust designs on the rights of others. We have still the strongest 
proofs of the King’s affection and regard for us, and that it is entirely contrary 
to his inclination and without his authority that you are advancing towards 
these provinces. With respect to what you write, that we have interfered in 
the King’s country, and turned out and established Nabobs at pleasure, without 
the consent of the Imperial Cmirt, you yourself in a former letter express the 
h^hest approbation and applause of our deposing Meer Cossim and supporting 
the Nabob Meer Jaffur, and as a proof of the King’s approbation of our conduct 
he has graciously confirmed the said Nabob by his Imperial sunnud in the 
Subadarey. In the same letters you revile Meer Cossim for his tyrannies andi 
oppressions, and meanly sue for our assistance {gainst him. Now that, fb^ettipg ’ 



17 


your former declarations, you join with a tyrant and oppressor against us, in 
what light can we regard you but as an abettor and a partner in his mur¬ 
ders and oppressions. Since your conduct has proved so inconsistent and un¬ 
worthy of the rank you bold, and notwithstanding the warning we have given 
you, you still persist in your designs upon these provinces, we are resolved 
for the future to answer your threats only % the force of our arms, nor shall we 
desist till we have amply revenged ourselves of the injuries which you have done 
us and given the world this fresh .proof that as the English will never injure 
others so none shall dare to attack them with impunity. 

This will not only be a justice to ourselves, but by the blessing of God will 
be a means of rescuing the King from the bondage in which you have im¬ 
piously detained him and putting it in his power to resume the* throne of his 
ancestors. 

And agreed we write to the Major enclosing this ultimate answer to be 

And Major Garnac wrote to forwarded to Shuja Dowla, with an English copy for his 
in answer. information, and advising him that as Shuja Dowla’s 

I. L. s., No. 49. invasion of these provinces seems entirely contrary to 

the King’s inclinations we think it possible he would wish to be removed out of 
his power, and desire therefore that he will inform himself, whether the King 
has any party attached to him, independently of Shuja Dowla, and if they are 
found sufficient to effect his release that he will give them all the encourage¬ 
ment he can. That with respect to Nundcoomar we wrote him our sentiments 
fully in our last letter of the 16th instant. . That at present, therefore, we can 
only further advise his endeavouring to collect from the persons who have 
accused Nundcoomar all the proofs on which they found their charge; that if 
these appear sufficient to convince him of his guilt, we hope they will also 
have the wished for effect on the Nabob, for that although the experience we 
have had of this man’s mal-administration without any proofs of his treachery 
is reason sufficient for our wishing him to be removed, yet it is not such as would 
induce us to make use of force for that purpose. That himself however will be 
the best judge how far the justice of the accusation of treachery and the neces¬ 
sity of the case may require the employing of this method for his removal if no 
other arguments can prevail. That in our letter to the Nabob transmitted 
under his cover, we placed every argument we should suggest on this subject 
in the strongest light, and must leave it to him to use the same with his own 
influence, for carrying out as soon as possible the point in view. That we have 
had frequent reason in the course of the last campaigns to complain of the con¬ 
tractor, the service having suffered extremely by his ill performance of his 
contract, particularly in a detachment which was lately ordered to Burdwan 
when the guns were detained many days for want of bullocks and were at last 
supplied by some forcibly taken from the inhabitants. That this negligence in 
performing his engagements would justify our annulling the contract and suing 
him for the penalty, yet as we are sensible of the large demands which the 
M'ar occasioned to be made upon him and are willing to make all reasonable 
allowances on that score, before we come to any fitial resolution we desire he 
Avill order a general muster to be made^t the first convenient opportunity of all 
the bullocks in camp and an account taken what part of them are Mr. Hatley’s 
property, which part belong to the inhabitants of Calcutta, and what part has 
been furnished to him through the means of the commanding officer. That we 
must here remark that we have not for some time received the usual muster- 
return of the troops, artificers, boats, bullocks, &c., from the Commissary. 
That we are sensible the service will not always admit of musters being taken 
legularly every month, but that we desire it may be done as often as possible 
and the returns transmitted us. 


The President lays before the Board the following letter which he has 
Letter from the Resident received from Mr. James Hope, the Resident at 
at Cuttack. Cuttack:— 

Cuttach, the 13th April 1764, 6 p.m. 

Hon’ble Sir,—I did myself the honour of writing you the 11th instant 
to which I refer. 
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I now beg leave to acquaint you with a revolution which has happened 
here since the above short date, which seems (by what the Munshee tells me) 
to have been quite unexpected. Shubut has by order of the King been deposed 
and a person named Jamenassa appointed in his place. He was yesterday 
afternoon taken prisoner in the house of one of his chief people, a mile from 
town by a party belonging to the Kousdaur of Barabatty fort (a place one coss 
off) where he remains prisoner. After he was taken some hundreds of his 
fighting men made an attack on the other party, and five or six people only 
lost their lives in the scuffle. Three hours after it began all was quiet again, 
Shubut’s being in arrears is said to be the reason of this change. The new 
chief makes his entry this evening. A pacquet just now arriving from Vizaga- 
patam enables me to give you this intelligence the sooner as the daucks were 
all out before this pacquet’s arrival. I continue with the greatest respect, 

Hon’ble Sir, 

Tour most obedient and most humble servant, 
(Sd.) JAMES HOPE. 


Secret Department, Monday. Port William, the 7th May 1764. 

At a Consultation peesent: 

The Hon’ble Hbney Vansittaet, President. 

Waeben Hastings, Esquire. 

Eandolph Maeeiott, Esquire. 

Ralph Leycestee, Esquire. 

John Buedett, Esquire. 

Mr. Middleton indisposed. 

The Book of the Standing Orders on the Table. 

The Consultation of the 3rd instant being wrote fair was now read and approved. 

Received two letters from Major Carnac, dated the 22nd and 25th ultimo. 
Major Carnac’s letter. the former advising us that Captain Swinton and Doctor 

I. L. E., Noe. 46 and 47. Pullarton had on the 17th, by his order, confronted 

Nundcoomar with his principal accuser, one Hajy Abdalla, and that those 
gentlemen having reported to him that this man could not or would not pro¬ 
duce any proof of the treachery with which he had accused Nundcoomar, to 
avoid coming to an open rupture with the Nabob he was obliged to appear 
reconciled to his favourite, although he had daily fresh conviction of his mis¬ 
management at least. That to remedy, if possible, the inconvenience he labour¬ 
ed under from the want of grain he had got Messrs. Pullarton and Scotney to 
enter into a contract for supplying him. That at the time of his writing this 
letter he was three miles in front of the army with the advanced party, and was 
interrupted by a body of the enemy, who had shewn themselves about a vnilA 
off. That they had cut off two or three of our straggling sepoys, but that 
Captain Hay’s troop having pursued them, a few had been killed, one taken 
prisoner, and the rest put to flight. That he would judge from this circumstance 
that the enemy were nearer than reported by his hircarrahs by whom he had 
been mostly all along deceived, nor had he had any intelligence through the 
Nabob to be depended upon. The second letter advises us that having on the 
23rd learnt that a body of the enemy’s horse had got between him and Patna, 
he had been obliged to bring the army back and foimd, in spite of aU his 
endeavours and wishes to get forward, that he must post himself there to re¬ 
ceive the enemy. That he does not think they can well pass without fighting 
him, but that should they keep void and come towards Bengal he shall push 
down after them by the river, which repeated experience has now convinced 
him he cannot leave without danger of starving, and that the Vizier with the 
whole force of the enemy were then at Mohabilipur about 20 coss distant from 
him. 
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Fort William, the 10th May 1764. 

At a Consultation present: 

The Hon’ble Henry Vansittart, President. 

Wabren Hastings, Esquire. 

Randolph Marriott, Esquire. 

Samuel Middleton, Esquire. 

Ralph Letcbster, Esquire. 

John Burdbtt, Esquire. 

The Bock of Standing Orders on the Table. 

The Consultation of the 7th instant being wrote fair was now read and approved. 

Major Camac’s letter. On the 8th in the evening we received the follow- 

1. L. R., No. 50. ing letter from Major Carnac:— 

Gentlemen, —I have received your favor of the 16th, with the Persian 
letter from the President and the same in English signed by the whole Board 
to be presented by me to the Nabob in order to enforce my application for the 
dismission of Nundcoomar. I have before acquainted you with the Nabob’s 
obstinate attachment to this man, and with my being obliged to avoid coming 
to extremities to appear reconciled to him; and for the same reason you will 
please to excuse my not delivering the President’s letter at this juncture, as I 
firmly believe the Nahoh is so infatuated that he would rather give up every 
thing than part with Nundcoomar. His Excellency’s conduct subjects me to 
the greatest inconveniences and particular to that of acting defensively. One 
would almost think he is engaged in a combination against himself and had 1 
not drawn near Patna to cover it as well as him, it is most likely he would have 
been carried off and the city taken, there being many of the enemy’s ad¬ 
herents both within his camp and the town, and it is more than probable the 
parties which have gone behind us were for that purpose. 

The preservation of the Sirkar Siran country is of the most importance 
to us for provisions, yet in spite of all my remonstrances it has been continued 
in the hands of one Ramchund, a known creature of Meer Oossim whose troops 
we learn to-day are all gone over to the enemy, so that we may hourly expect 
the news of their having entered that pergunna. As soon as Captain Wemyss 
arrives I shall order a detachment over for the security of that country. I 
propose keeping the Marines and taking this opportunity of separating our 
people, amongst many of whom the seeds of discontent still remain, which it 
has required my utmost care to prevent from breaking forth. There is certainly 
somebody tampering with them and a number of letters have been lately 
found dropt in ye camp addrest to our foreigners with intent to debauch them, 
one whereof I herewith send you. 

The accompanying is Shuja Dowla’s answer to the last letter from the 
President which I took the liberty to open. The main army of the enemy 
must be pretty near us, though we can get no certain intelligence of them, their 
advanced parties of horse plundering and destroying every thing in such a manner 
that our hircarrahs are afraid to approach them. I cannot conceive how they 
being so numerous will manage to subsist, and I think they must be so dis¬ 
tressed as to attempt something decisive and that very speedily. 

I have completed the reform of our sepoys and we have now ten batta¬ 
lions upon the new establishment pretty near complete in number, but greatly 
deficient in arms. Some of them are extremely good; I cannot as yet say so 
much of the four youngest. One is stationed at Mongheer, and there are two 
besides the Bombay sepoys in garrison at Patna. I have also formed Captain 
Hay’s troop agreeably to your directions, and the supernumerary horses, except 
some spare ones that was necessary to keep, have been sold on the Company’s 
account. 

I am. 

Gentlemen, 

Camp near Patna, 1 Your most obedient humble servant, 

The 30th April 1764.) (Sd.) JOHN CARNAC. 

c 2 
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Sir, —We must confess ourselves uneasy at the necessity which you have 
been under of acting upon the defensive and wish it may soon be in your power 
to change this plan. As it is beyond doubt that all our success against the 
powers of this empire have been owing to acting offensively and always push* 
ing to the attack, and this measure appears the more necessary at this time, 
as the ill disposition of our troops is likely to be increased by nothing so much 
as inaction. We are sensible of the difficulties you have had to encounter, 
perplexed with the Nabob’s bad management and receiving no kind of assistance 
from him. We have entire confidence in your conduct and your care to 
provide against the ill effects to be apprehended from such a situation upon 
which we shall give you our sentiments, leaving it always in your discretion to act 
as the circumstances upon the spot may direct you. 

It appears to us that Shuja Dowla’s intention is to make use of the advan¬ 
tage which he has in a numerous cavalry to distress you and cut off your sup¬ 
plies of provisions, hoping by this plan to gain his point without the risk of an 
engagement in which he might have less expectation of success from the 
superiority of our discipline. In this view he has succeeded so far, and we are 
apprehensive that the same distress which has compelled you to retire to Patna, 
may in like manner make it as necessary for you to retreat to Bengal, as it will 
be in his power by sending parties of horse between you and this province to 
intercept any supplies from reaching you. 

As you have never mentioned what stock of provisions j ou have in the 
city we have no satisfactory information upon that point; but unless it is much 
greater than we can flatter ourselves it is the daily consumption without any 
supply must soon reduce it. To avoid this danger if it is possible to take with 
you by any means a stock of a few days, and by forced marches bring Shuja 
Dowla to action, it appears to us to be an advisable measure. 

If you think this impracticable or not advisable the next alternative 
that occurs to us is to leave a part of the army strongly posted at or 
near Patna for the security of the city, and either conduct yourself or send the 
remainder of the forces across the river to march from thence into Shuja Dow* 
la’s country, pushing directly for Banaras, by which they could not only cut 
off the supplies which came to Shuja Dowla from that quarter, but probably 
induce Bulwant Sing to come over to our interests, and join in distressing him 
on that side. It is at the same time probable, that upon the appearance of such 
a force, other parties may rise upon his dominions, who may be glad to seize 
such an occasion to favor some pretentions of their own. 


It is not supposed that Shuja Dowla would leave his own country exposed 
to many enemies for the sake of carrying on an unprofitable war in Bengal; 
But if he should, notwithstanding the march of the detachment of ours into 
his country, take the resolution of passing Patna and entering Bengal, the part 
of the army left at Patna must come down to us by water, eecepting a garrison 
of sepoys for the defence of the city, which when joined by the force we have 
at Burdwan and the reinforcement we may soon expect fron^ Madras and from 
Europe will be sufficient to oppose him, especially at a seascm when the rains 
will make it very difficult for horse to act. I 


Concerning the proceedings of the party on the other side of the river in 
case of Shuja Dowla’s return, we can only say in general, thi it we would have 
the war carried on in his country, for which purpose our whple force could join 
again in such manner as you may find the most advisable. 


With respect to the Nabob his presence will always be an incumbrance to 
you, and it would be much better for him to remain at .Patna, or return to 
Calcutta. 


We cannot help expressing a surprise that the parties which have harassed 
our camp have never met with any resistance from his horse. If the Nabob 
keeps none, it is absolutely necessary that you should endeavour to entertain a 
body of horse to act undet your own orders, and whc/ must be paid by the 
Nabob. 
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Secret Department, Monday. Fort William, the 14th May 1764. 

At a Consultation fbbseint: 

The Hon’ble Henry Vansittart, President, 

Warren Hastings, Esquire. 

Eandolfh Marriott, Esquire. 

Hugh Watts, Esquire. 

Samuel Middleton, Esquire. 

Ealph Leycestbr, Esquire. 

John Burdeti’, Esquire. 

The Book of Standing' Orders on the Table. 

The Consultation of the 10th instant being wrote fair was now read and approved. 


Mr. Watts returns from his 
deputation and delivers iu a 
letter. 


Mr. Watts having thought proper to return to Cal¬ 
cutta now delivers in a letter acquainting the Board 
with the cause thereof and takes his seat. 


The letter read The letter being read,— 

and entered. Ordered it be entered. 


Major Carnac’s letter. Oil the 11th instant we received the following letter 

i. l. r. No. 61. from Major Carnac, dated camp near Patna, the 4th:— 


Gentlemen, —The united forces of the enemy, who were exceedingly numer¬ 
ous and had with them a considerable number of cannon, presented themselves 
before us early yesterday in order of battle, and after cannonading some time 
at a distance began a little before noon a very vigorous and warm attack. 
Sombre with the ehoise of the infantry, supported by a large body of cavalry, 
made an attack upon our front, but not being able to advance upon so heavy 
a fire as we gave them they lay under cover waiting for the success of the 
assault upon our rear, where the enemy exerted their principal efforts; it was 
sunset before we had completely repulsed them; our people were so extremely 
fatigued with the labor of the day and having been up most part of the pre¬ 
ceding night in expectation of the attack, that they were not able to pursue, 
and the enemy took the opportunity of the dusk to carry off their cannon. I 
had enough to do to look to every quarter, as I was obliged to divide my atten¬ 
tion between the city, the Nabob’s camp, and our own post. All the principal 
officers distinguished themselves in their respective stations, and I cannot say 
too much of the good behaviour of the army in general and in particular of 
the sepoys who sustained the front of the attack. The enemy must have met 
with an immense loss as our fire was very close and extremely well distributed, 
1 have not yet been able to get an exact account of ours, in Europeans it is 
inconsiderable. Captain Nollikins and lieutenant Gardiner are the only officers 
wounded, but both dangerously. The former has received such a wound as it 
is thought will occasion the loss of a leg, and the latter has had both his legs 
broke. 

1 wait with impatience to know what effect this success will have upon 
the designs of the enemy. 

I am with great respect. 
Gentlemen, 


Camp near Patna, ) 
The m May 1764. ) 


Your most obedient humble servant, 
(Sd.) JOHN CAKNAC. 


Agreed we do now reply to this letter in the following terms: That it is 
4 4 T T D X’ -o with real satisfaction we have received the advice of his 

Ansvered, 1. L. K., «o. o8. , i • a ii. 

success. That so severe a repulse given to the enemy on 
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their first attempt we should hope may be attended with the most favorable 
consequences to our cause and that being extremely sensible of the share which 
may be attributed to his good conduct in this essential service, we beg leave to 
return him our best acknowledgments. That it gives us pleasure to observe 
on this occasion that such a general perseverance and order prevailed among the 
troops particularly among the sepoys, and that we desire he will return our 
thanks to all the oflBcers and men for that bravery and good behaviour. 

Agreed we do further advise the Major of Mr. Watts’ return and desire he 
, will use his endeavours to persuade the Nabob to come 

^ down as soon as possible as he must only be an mcurn* 

brance to him in camp and we have many material points to settle with His 
Excellency here. 


Secret Department, Monday. Port William, the 24th May 1764. 

At a Consultation present: 

The Hon’ble Henry Vansittart, President. 

Commodore Tinker. 

John Spicer, Esquire. 

Warren Hastings, Esquire. 

Randolph Marriott, Esquire. 

Hugh Watts, Esquire. 

Ralph Lbycester, Esquire. 

John Burdett, Esquire. 

The Book of Standing Orders on the Table. 

The Consultation of the 21st instant being wrote fair was now read and approved. 

Received a letter from Major Camac, dated the 16th instant, acquainting 
Major Carnac’s letter. US that he has delayed thus long writing us since his 

^ 1. L. E., No. 57. last from his constant expectation of a fresh attack, 

which his daily intelligence has given him reason to believe the enemy were 
preparing for. That he at present so effectually covers the Nabob that he 
thinks it his business rather to receive than give the attack especially as the 
manner of the enemy seems intended to draw him after them, that they 
may have an opportunity of detaching a party to carry off the Nabob, in which 
they would probably succeed was he to leave him. That besides in his present 
position he can contain the sepoys, whereas when they are pushed forward 
there is no possibility of preventing them from pressing on and breaking, 
which Captain Swinton and himself have experienced in one or two skirmishes 
not being able to stop them from advancing irregularly and firing, though they 
threw themselves in their front. That he is sorry to have occasion to add as 
another reason his little dependance on a part of his Europeans, occasioned by 
an uncommon instance of misbehaviour in a detachment of about one hundred 
and twenty of them which he had sent in the night between the 13th and 14th with 
Captmn Smith’s battalion of sepoys to reconnoitre to the eastward of the city, 
in expectation of surprising some of the enemy there. That by some mis¬ 
management they were fired upon from the walls of Patna though without receiv- 
ing any damage, but that the whole of the Europeans went immediately to the 
right about. That this may perhaps have arose from a general panic occasion¬ 
ed by the firing, but that he rather suspects it was done designedly by the 
foreigners of whom the advanced guard was chiefly composed. That Captain 
Smith’s sepoys notwithstanding proceeded on the course he had directed; but 
found no body. That Captain Wemyss with the Marines had joined him, but 
he left Captain Mangin on the other side with the remainder of the detach¬ 
ment, where he has performed a very material service in defeating a body of 
troops collected by the disaffected zemindars in the Sircar Sarang district 
which he hopes will secure to us that country. That as the enemy have kept 
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so long hovering about their present station he thinks it probable they do not 
chase to involve themselves further downwards. And if they continue to keep 
aloof he shall watch their motions and wait for an opening to attack them with 
the least risk and the most advantage. That he has received our letter of the 
26th ultimo, with the letter for Shuja Dowla. That Nundooomar*s late beha¬ 
viour has been such as to remove almost entirely the suspicion of his being 
engaged in treachery, however faulty he may have been in other particulars, 
that ever since the appearance of the enemy he has by his master’s and his 
own earnest request kept close to him (the Major) which is a strong argument 
that he was not concerned in any treasonable practices as he was under his 
eye, and could not of consequence himself reap any advantage thencefrom. 


Translates of letters from ^ President lays before the Board the following 

Shuja Dowla and Beny translates ot letters which he has received, enclosed in 
Bahadre to ye Nabob and of qj 20 f jom the Nabob, 
the Nabob’s answers. 

Prom Shtjja-ud-DowI/A to the Nabob, dated 12th May 1764. 

Formerly when these provinces were in your possession, the English mak¬ 
ing an agreement with Meer Mahmud Cossim Cawn carried you to Calcutta and 
appointed him to the Government. Afterwards they quan’elled with him and 
brought you again from Calcutta. Agreeably to the hearty friendship I have 
for you I was much rejoiced at hearing this news, and you must accordingly 
remember the letters which I wrote you some time ago. Upon your arrival 
on this side of Patna I procured you the sunnuds from the King and intended 
dispatching them to you with a killat. In the mean time I received advice 
that the English were making a disturbance, and wanted to send you by force 
from Saont to Calcutta. Since notwithstanding that His Majesty had conferred 
honours upon you, and the hearty friendship I bear you is clearer than the sun, 
yet the English, regardless both of the royal favours and my friendship, were 
guilty of such unjustifiable behaviour, I therefore marched this way not at 
Meer Cassim*s desire, but because I could not suffer the King’s country to be 
so ruined and destroyed. Now that His Majesty has bestowed these provinces 
upon my son Ausuph-ul-Doula, who is your nephew, look upon yourself as the 
rightful manager of all the affairs of the Government and deliver it from the 
daily insults to which it is exposed. Affairs shall not remain upon their present 
footing, nor shall the hand of any one be upon you. The districts which belong 
to the English I will get confirmed to them by the King in case of their faith¬ 
ful obedience and attachment. 


From Baja Bent Bahadre to the Nabob,— of the same date. 

The negociations which were some time ago carried on by Baja Shitabroy, 
whether be spoke by jaour authority or of his own head, went on successfully; 
but they were afterwards interrupted by the Ministers of the Court, who caused 
the preference to be given to the enemy’s desires, and accused me of siding with 
you and the English. Hitherto I have remained silent for want of an opportunity 
of speaking, but now an opportunity having offered, I have overset the cause of 
the enemy and his adherents but whilst I ajm negotiating in this manner I, 
am uneasy lest you and the English chiefs should refuse to act agreeably to 
my representations, and I should thereby fall into the utmost disgrace. I have 
therefore sent Chintabram to you with all expeditions, who will fully inform 
you of every circumstance. If this affair meets with your approbation, be 
pleased to acquaint me with your pleasure, and by the blessing of God every 
thing will be happily settled and whatever agreement I make will be complied 
with; if not inform me so in plain terms that we may act accordingly. 


From the Nabob to Shdja-tjd-Dowla, in answer. 

I have been honoured with your friendly letter. At the time when that 
tyrant Meer Cossim fled from these provinces to Your Highness’s dominions the 
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P.Tijcr1ifiti were desirous of pursuing him immediately over the bridge which he 
had passed in order to bring him to justice for his violences and oppressions, 
but I forbade them and prevailed upon them to encamp on Durgaonty nulla 
on this side the Caramnassa. For these four months past what earnest and 
repeated solicitations have been made you both by the English and myself, 
but you would by no means listen to our requests. Through the intrigues of 
wicked men you have refused justice to the English and have proceeded to 
these lengths. Although in the time of former Nazims the affairs of these pro¬ 
vinces have always been negotiated at the Imperial Court through the means of 
the Head Buckshy, yet on account of my hearty attachment to Your Highness 
I have ever represented my affairs to you, and as you were several times gra¬ 
ciously pleased to do me the honour of declaring that you would be answerable 
for my business, I set my heart at ease in full confidence in your promises, and 
never made application to any other person, and the English through my per¬ 
suasions were so faithfully attached to you that they were ready to attend you and 
to sacrifice their lives in your service. Now likewise if you will do them jus¬ 
tice on that tyrant Meer Cossim, they will not be negligent in shewing their 
fidelity to you, and my attachment and hearty obedience will daily increase. 


From the Nabob to Baja Bent Bahadre, in answer. 

I have had the pleasure of receiving your letter wherein you W'rite that 
** the negociations which were carried on by Raja Sbitabroy went on successfully, 
but were afterwards interrupted by the Ministers of the Court, who caused 
the preference to be given to the enemy’s desires, and accused you of siding 
with me and the English; that till this time you had no opportunity of speaking 
on the subject, but now an opportunity having offered you have overset the 
cause of the enemy and his adherents; that you are uneasy lest I and the Eng¬ 
lish Chiefs should refuse to act agreeably to your representations and you 
should thereby fall into disgrace; that you have therefore sent Chintabyram who 
will inform me of all circumstances; that if you meet with my approbation every 
thing will be happily settled and whatever agreement you make will be com¬ 
plied with; if not, that I should inform you so in plain terms that you may act 
accordingly.” 

Chintabyram has acquainted me with all particulars and I explained the 
whole to Major Camac, the commander of the English army, who replied in 
the following terms: “ When Meer Cossim fled out of this country into the 
Vizier’s dominions the English Chiefs were desirous of pursuing him immediately 
in order to revenge themselves on him, but in compliance with your desire 
they halted at Durgouty nulla on this side the Caramnassa and for the space of 
four months made continual complaints to the Vizier requesting him to punish 
Meer Cassim for his oppressions and cruelties. His Highness far from consent¬ 
ing to do us justice even listened to the intrigue of the enemy and complied with 
his desires. Nevertheless if he will now favour us, add either deliver Meer 
Cossim and Sumro into our hards to be duly punished, or himself imprison 
them in recompense of their crimes, the English are still ready to perform the 
duties of fidelity and obedience, but till justice is done us, other matters cannot 
be treated of.” In case His Highness will be kind enough to revenge the cause 
of the English, I likewise will not fail to shew forth a due obedience and 
attachment. With regard to -what you write concerning your having overset 
the enemy’s cause and your being uneasy lest you should not gain my consent 
and the English gentlemen’s, in case you can prevail upon the Vizier to do 
justice either way as above mentioned and will be answerable for it, be assured 
that you will meet with our entire approbation, as you will be fully informed 
by Chintabyram. 


Agreed we write to Major Carnac enclosing him copies of .these letters, and 

Major Carnao wrote to with acquainting him, we find from them that the enemy 
copies of them in answer to have made proposals for treating and hopes have been 
his letter, I. L. s., No. 65. given them that we might be inclined to come to terms. 
That we advised him in our last, and now repeat, that we shall receive no pro- 



posals firom Shuja Dowla, neither would we suffer any of his messengers to 
come into our camp, or the Nabob’s, unless Meer Cossim, Sumro, and our desert¬ 
ers be first delivered up. That the Nabob in his answer to Beny Bahadre’s 
letter, we must suppose, has said in his (the Major’s) name more than ever he 
could assent to, but how far so ever he may have been made privy to these nego- 
ciations we cannot help expressing our surprise that he takes no notice of it in 
his letter now before us. Further in answer to his letter that we have paid , 
due regard to the reasons which he urges for having continued to act so long 
upon the defensive, but that we must say they do not carry ’the same weight 
with us; with regard to the Nabob that he cannot possibly expect, nor ban our 
whole army ever be allowed to remain in a state of inaction merely to protect 
his pe^n, especially when it is considered that this end may be as effectually 
secured by his retiring into Patna. That on this step therefore he must imme¬ 
diately determine unless he should rather resolve to accompany our army and 
take an equal chance with them in attacking the enemy. That the misbeha¬ 
viour of the party of Europeans in the night between the 13th and 14th we hope 
may have been owing entirely to the unexpected fire on them from the walls of 
the city; but if on the contrary there is really any remains of mutiny or dis¬ 
affection among the troops it is certain there is nothing so dangerous or can tend 
more to increase such a disposition than waiting in inaction the attack of the 
enemy. That this is a strong reason for pursuing the plan we have recom¬ 
mended of acting offensively; and a still stronger is, that if we allow the war 
to be protracted in this country it will be impossible for us to supply him with 
the immense sum of money which are now required for defraying the expence 
of the army, for we already find ourselves greatly distressed to discharge the 
drafts from the pay-master, and answer the demands of other detachmenta, which 
have taken the field with the current expences of the settlement. That the 
Nabob’s welfare and interest being so intimately connected with ours, we think 
he cannot well refuse to assist us in this point whenever he has it in his power, 
and that we therefore desire h& will represent to him the present necessity, and 
endeavour to obtain a general order on the Niabs of Moorshedabad and Dacca 
for the payment of whatever sums we may call for on our receipt* That in his 
letter he acknowledges to have received ours of the 26th ultimo with the Presi¬ 
dent’s letter to Shuja Dowla, but does not mention his having sent it to him. 
That if he has not, we desire he will please to forward it accordingly to our first 
intentioll, as we think it is proper that letter should be sent him at all events. 


s«cret Department, Monday. Fort William, the llth June 1764. 

At a Consultation present : 

The Hon’ble Henry Vansittart, President. 

Commodore Tinker. 

Warren Hastings, Esquire. 

Bandolfu Marriott, Esquire. 

Balph Leycester, Esqmre. 

John Burdett, Esquire. 

Messrs. Spencer, Watts, and Middleton indisposed. 

The Book of Standing Orders on the Table. 

The Consultation of the 7th instant being wrote fair was now read and approved. 

\ 

Beceived a letter from Mr. Billers, dated the 31st ultimo, acknowledging 
Mr. Billers’ letter. receipt of OUT Orders of the 21st, and acquainting iw that 

1. L. B., No. 65. the enemy had moved off, and by the best intelligence 

he could get were near the Soane. 

Be^ived a letter from Majcsr Carnac, dated the 1st instant, acq^nting us 
Major Camao's Utter. thalT the enemy have been so continually shi^ng their 

I. L. B., No. 66. grounds round the city of Patna at the distance of 

about 4 C0(W that there was no possibility of judging of their iutentions. . That 



be could not therefore address us without the risk of deeriving U8» and so 
various were their accounts, that each day’s letter would have been a contra* 
diction of the past, and that this has been the reason of his long silence. That 
it is probable the enemy’s so fmquent change of their position was in order to 
prevent his acquiring such a knowledge thereof as would have enabled him to 
attack them with advantage, and their cavalry hM been so properly disposed 
of that he could never reconnoitre without skirmishing, nor get near enough to 
Tnftlfi* the necessary discoveries. That the enemy’s keeping at so short a distance 
from bim -was no doubt through the hope of being able to get into the city, 
or to fearry ofE the Nabob by some treachery, and for the better opportunity of 
debauching our troops, but that his precautions have effectually defeated their 
schemes. That one of the Nabob’s ofiacers in the city had engaged to give the 
enemy admission at his post; he had bim hanged at the place when he was ap¬ 
pointed to defend. That three Frenchmen have got off to the enemy, and a 
fourth was taken in the attempt, for which he ordered him to be instantly 
han^d without the ceremony of a court-martial, and that no attempt has been 
mftdft since. That Shuja Dowla, findi ng himself deceived in the fond hopes he 
had entertained of carrying all before him, has evidently for some time past 
wanted to introduce a negociation, in Order that he might go back and yet save 
his credit. That he has letters in proof thereof from most of his great men, 
which he thinks are plainly dictated by Shuja Dowla, though his pride would 
not permit bim to make the advance directly from himself. That he encloses 
us some of the original letters, with the copy of oAe which he has received from 
the King, mostly wrote in his own hand, and that he has wrote him the answer 
which he has invariably given to all who have interfered, .that he would 
hearken to no terms of accommodation whatever unless Meer Cassim and Sombre 
were first delivered up to him. That with regard to Captain Swinton he has ac¬ 
quainted the King he would comply with his request provided a person of the 
first rank amongst them was sent to remain with him as hostage. That he was 
in expectation of some one being sent accordingly, but that the Vizier he sup¬ 
poses could not be brought to suWit to his demands. That the whole marched 
off on the 30th and great part got to the mouth of the Soane that evening, and that 
he expected shortly to hear of their having crossed it. That he is soliciting a 
detachment to be crost directly over to the Gazeepoor country under the com¬ 
mand of Major Champion, where he shall order him to do all the mischief he 
can till the rains are set in, during which he may canton at Cbupra, and the 
whole army may then be ready to renew the campaign in the enemy’s country 
the moment the season will admit of it. 


Bead translations of the following letters of the country correspond- 

Tranaiations of papers eii- ©nce received With this letter from Major Camac, 
closed read. ****** 

The King’s letter to the Major. 

Shakir-ul-Dowla’s letter to ditto (dated the 20th May, received by 
the Major 21st.) 

The Nabob’s letter to the President (dated the 31st May.) 

The King’s letter to the Nabob. 

The Nabob’s answer thereto. 

The Nabob’s answer to a letter from Monee-ul-Dowla. 

8hakir-ul-Dowla’s letter (in Portuguese) to BJajor Camac (dated the 
27th May.) 

The Nabob’s letters to the President (dated the 26th May and 1st June.) 

Coneideredwith the Major's ,4“ these.adviccs ha^g h^u read and maturely 
letter and the opinion of u>e Considered, WO are of opimon there are many parts 
^ordincon^nenceofMajor Qf Major Camac’s conduct with which we have at 

present re^n to be dissatisfied. 

It is therefore agreed that we do hereafter statb these objections ^ him in 
An explanation thereof to be Separate letter and require of him an explanation,' and 
equired in a fntnre letter. that WO do on this account def^ for the present speak- 



ing to these points in answer to the letter now^fore us, and only send hin^the* 
following directions for the futufo proceedings of the army:— 

That we are determined to prosecute the war against Shuja Dowla, mid 

Direetioiis Mat to him for opinion that the rains will not be any impedi- 

the present for the proceed- ment to the operatio&s, but on tbe contrary with regard 
mg of yQ to receiving provisions and stores rather a convenience 

' ’ ■* * ■ from the advantage of the rivers, we hereby direct that 
he do immediately put the army in motion leaving the necessary garrisons in 
Patna and Mongheer, and cross the Soane, and pursue the enemy as far as the 
Granges opposite to Benaras endeavouring if possible to bring them to an action. 
That in any operations on the other side of the river it is our view to make as 
much advantage as we can without lessening greatly the strength of our army 
by the detachment that is sent. That they may therefore endeavour to take 
possession of the Gazeepoor country, and collect its revenues to assist in defray¬ 
ing the expences of the war. That we desire the officer commanding may be 
instructed, and that it may also be observed as a general rule on all other occa¬ 
sions to prevent any ravages being committed on the country or injuries being 
done to the inhabit^ts; on the contrary, that all manner of encouragement and 
protection be given them in order to gain their affections. That we have direct¬ 
ed Captain Grant with the two battalions of sepoys and two guns which are 
at Telliaguree to march on to Patna, from whence they may be ordered on such 
service as the Major may think proper. That having many necessary and 
material points to settle with the liabob, we have wrote to him and Mr. Batson 
to come down to Calcutta, and have desired the Nabob to leave with the Major 
such part of his cavalry as he thinks may be of service, and recommended to 
him to discharge all the useless troops of his army, also to deliver into the 
Major’s hands securities for the payment of two lakhs of rupees a month to 
defray the expenc^ of the army. 

The Nabob wrote to by the Agreed that the President do address the Nabob 

President agreeably to the advice contained in the letter to the 

Major. And 

That we do write to Mr. Batson acquainting him with our orders to the 
Mr. Batson wrote to. . Major for pursuing the enemy and of the contents of 

L L. s.. No. 71. the President’s letter to the Nabob, desiring he will in 

consequence see that the Nabob leaves the required securities in the Major’s 
hands, and use every argument in his power to prevail on him to come down to 
Calcutta, and accompany him on the journey, whenever he is inclined to set 
out. 


Secret Department* Thursday. Port William, the 14th June 1764. 

At a Consultation pbesent: 

The Hon’ble Henet Vansittaet, President. 

COMUODOEE TiNEEE. 

John Sfenceb, Esquire. 

Wabeen Hastings, Esquire. 

Bandolph Maeeiott, ' Esquire. 

Samuel Middleton, Esquire. 

Balph Leycestee, Esquire. 

John Buedett, Esquire. 

* 

Mr. Watts indisposed. 

Tbe Book of Standing Orders on the Table. 

The Consultation of the lltb instant being wrote hiir was now read and approved. 

Received a letter from Major Camac, dated the 5th instant, acquainting us 
Major Camao^ httw. 4hat he f oxgot in his last address to acknowledge the receipt 

I.L.B.NO.W. our several letters of the 14th, and 21st ultimo. 
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and that he has since receivecl th^t of the 24th. That the plan he has pursued 
has *been the full as disagreeable to him as he finds it is to us, yet the state of 
our affairs seemed to require it, and so probably we would ourselves have judged 
had we been upon the spot, that had he acted otherwise he must have run 
counter to the unanimous sentiment of all the principal officers whom he con¬ 
sulted upon the occasion, which was more than he could answer to, where so 
much was at stake. That the event has in some measure decided in favor of 
this sentiment as the enemy have b^n reduced to the necessity of withdrawing 
without his putting anything to the risk. That our army, if staunch, was a full 
match for the enemy must % all be readily allowed, but it was generally be¬ 
lieved, especially by such as had been witnesses of the former ill behaviour, that 
disaffection still prevailed amongst many of the Europeans which was restnuh- 
ed from breaking forth only through the fear of punishment and the want of 
opportunity, and that a number would have deserted but that it was rendered 
exceedingly difficult so to do by the position he had taken and the good look- ^ 
out that was kept. That how far the spirit of mutiny is yet from being * 
thoroughly quelled we may judge from the proceedings of a General Court 
Martial held on two men which he encloses. That he thinks it very natural the 
Nabob should be desirous of holding the Nizamut by virtue of the royal 
phermaund, the religion as well as education of all MuMalmen teaching them 
to regard this as the only regularly constituted authority, yet Meet Jaffir has 
not appeared to him to be of himself overforward for a negociation. That in 
this particular he has certainly been influenced by Roydulob, who has all along 
been extremely desirous of one. That he well knows messages frequently 
past between him and the enemy on the subject, but as this was not the proper 
channel he gave himself little trouble about it and deemed it unnecessary to 
give us any. That when offers were made to himself the reality whereof he was 
assured of, he immediately commimicated them with his answers which were 
conformable to our orders. That he deferred forwarding the letter from the 
President to Shuja Bowla in hopes he might at length be induced to deliver up 
M.eer Cossim and Sombre for the getting of whom into our hands he persuad¬ 
ed himself we would with pleasure have sacrificed our resentment against Shuja 
Dowla, hut that point is not likely to be obtained; it will serve as an introduc¬ 
tion of our detachment into his country and he will take care to have it trans¬ 
mitted to him by the first safe opportunity with one from himself to the same 
purpose. That the Nawab is very ready to make the several assignments we 
require, but wishes to have it deferred till his arrival in Calcutta, for which 
place he proposes shortly setting out, and is extremely anxious that himself 
should accompany him. That he only waits our permission to come down 
accordingly to prepare for his passage home, which he is determined to take this 
season. That the enemy are all over the Soane and Major Champion has crossed 
the Ganges, but his embarkation was a good deal retarded by the strong east¬ 
erly winds which have of late prevailed. That the detachment consist of up¬ 
wards of three hundred Europeans, rank and file, including the Marines and 
Captain Mangin’s company, three battalions of sepoys with five 6-pounders 
and two or three smaller pieces. That he has gleaned the foreigners from this 
detachment and would recommend their being disarmed (except some few of 
whose attachment he is convinced) and sent to serve on board His Majesty’s 
ships. That by this means a confidence may again be acquired in our troops 
without which no vigorous measure can ever be undertaken. 


I 

Considered, 


This letter of the Major’s having been fully consi¬ 
dered,— 


Agreed we do write him the following answer: That we think it absolutely 
And answered. uecessary to proceed against Shuja Dowla without loss 

I. L. 8., No. 72. . of time, nor stop till we have convinced him that we 

are capable of acting offensively, as well as defensively, otherwise we shall 
without doubt be liable to have the province invaded whenever the state of 
affairs in his own country will admit of his tumiug his thoughts this way. 
That we must therefore (with the exception hereafter mentioned) repeat our 
orders of the 11th instant for the army’s crossing the Soane vrithout delay, and 
we have great reason to believe the plan therein laid down wilF be rendered 
more effectual by the attacks which it is probable Shuja Dowla will rweive 



from Gauzardin Gawn, tbe Jauts and the Mahrattas, who are reported to be 
actually on their march to invade hw country. That we always have been of 
opinion, and still continue to think, that the force under his command is quite 
sufficient to act offensively against Shuja Dowla, and that himself was of the 
same opinion in his letter of the 17th Apiul, which was some time after tbe 
mutiny, and before he was joined by Captain Wemyss’ detachment. That 
we must also here repeat our sentiments t^t a spirit of mutiny is much more 
likely to break out in an army acting upon a defensive than an offensive plan. 
However, as he mentioned that the principal officers have aU along agreed with 
him in the expediency of acting defensively, we desire he will now communicate 
our orders of the 11th instant and this letter to the other field officers, the 
commandant of the King’s troops of the Bombay detachment, and of the artil¬ 
lery, and the three senior Captains which with his own is in all nine voices, and 
let them give their opinions in writing separately whether they think our 
plan practicable with the force at present under his command; if not, what addi¬ 
tion of troops will be requisite, that we may do our utmost to reinforce them 
accordingly it being absolutely necessary for the reasons above mentioned to 
act upon the offensive. That these opinions after taking a copy he will please 
transmit immediately to us, and if two-thirds of their opinions should concur 
that the present force is insufficient for executing the plan proposed, we would 
not have the army advance further than the banks of the Soane until the re¬ 
inforcements arrive, and we desire he will in such case caution Major Champion 
not to advance so far as to be compelled to engage with a force too superior to 
his own. That such of the foreigners, particularly Frenchmen, whom he has 
reason to suspect of being mutinously inclined, we desire he will send down 
to Calcutta, and that we have ordered Captain Kinlock to march up immediate¬ 
ly with his company. That we have already oftener than once expressed a 
desire of seeing the Nabob in Calcutta, and are glad to find he intends coming 
soon. That with regard to the Major’s own request, he has our permission to 
come down whenever he thinks proper leaving all our instructions with Major 
Champion for his Government in commanding the army. 


Secret Department, Thursday. Port William, the 21st June 1764. 

At a Consultation peesbnt. 


The Hon’ble Henbt Vansittart, President. 


CouHODOBE Tinker. 

John Spencer, Esquire. 
Warren Hastings, Esquire. 
B.ANLOLFH Marriott, Esquire. 

Hugh Watts, Esquire. 
S 411 UEL Middleton, Esquire. 
EaLFH Leycester, Esquire. 


Mr. Bardett indisposed. 


The Book of Standing Orders on the Table. 

The Consultation of i^e 18th instant being wrote fair was now read and approved. 


Major Camae’e letter. 
1. L. R., No. 70. 


Beceived the following letter from Major Camac, 
dated the 10th instant:— 


** Meer Bychu has been ^ain with me and brought me letters from the 
King, Munyr-o-Dowla, and 8haker-o-T)owla, with assurance that Meer Cossim 
should be arrested and punished, and Shuja Dowla has himself wrote to me 
declaring he would abide by what Munyr-o-Dowla promises. I have returned 
h im with this general answer that nothing could procure them a reconciliation 
with the English and their freindship but the actual delivery to us of Meer 
Cossim and Sombre. The Nabob and his Ministers are of the opinion that this 
will at last be consented to. I cannot say I flatter myself with so happy an 
event, yet while there are the faintest hopes of these villains being conrigned to 
our vengeance, surely we owe so much r^ard to the memories of our murthered 
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friends and countrymen to try to bring it about, to effect which “we ought % 
think readily to foi%ive Shuja Dowla^s invasion. I entirely concur with you> 
Grentlemen, that peace ought not to be made with him upon any other terms; 
and that he is desirous of an accommodation seems probably from his having dfe- 
patched to call to him Shitabroy, who is daily expected at their camp. Shuja 
Dowla must come to a speedy determination as the seat of war is now shifting 
towards his country. Major Campion having begun his march, though I teat 
he will not be able to proceed far, as the rains appear to be setting in, and our 
troops have suffered so much from the former w et campaign as not to have 
strength sufScient to bear the fatigues of another. However they may be can¬ 
toned so near as to have it in their power in case matters be not accommodated, 
to commence the campaign in the enemy’s country early the next season, by 
which time it is to be hoped our army may be so weeded and reformed as to act 
with a confidence of success.” 

I have been favored with your letter of the 29th ultimo. I shall give over 
all thoughts of employing Mynde Aly Oawu as you disapprove thereof, but 
must beg leave to differ from you in opinion that a serviceable body of cavalry 
can be formed upon the plan you propose. The Moguls, who are the only good 
horsemen in the country, can never be brought to submit to the ill-treatment 
they necessarily receive from gentlemen wholly unacquainted with their 
language and customs. We daily see the ill effects of this amongst our sepoys, 
and it will be much worse amongst horsemen who deem themselves of a far 
superior class. Nor have we a sufficiency of officers for the purpose you propose, 
I am sorry to say not a single one qualified to afford a prospect of success to 
such a project. Captain Spelman is entirely wore out and no longer fit for field 
service. 


Agreed we write the Major the following answer- 

The object we have in view is the same as yours, that is to say, the 
The Major wrote to in obtaining the Surrender of Meer Cossim, Sombre, and 
answer. OUT deserters into our hands; but we always have been, 

I. L. s., No. 73. g^ill continue to be of opinion that we never shall 

carry this point or any other by a negociation unless our army is at the same 
time in condition and actually in motion to enforce the demand. In our last 
we desired the opinion of the nine principal officers, whether they think our 
force sufficient to act offensively against Shuja Dowla. If they do, a vigorous 
use of that force is the most certain way to obtain the concessions we require. 
If not, to treat is only to expose our own weakness, for it never can be 
supposed that Shuja Dowla will give up points so much to his own dishonour 
to an enemy whom he is convinced is incapable of acting against him. 
In all cases therefore we are of opinion that no good can come of treating, 
but that it may be productive of dangerous consequence from the oppor¬ 
tunity it may afford the enemy of carrying on treacherous designs under that 
cover. Dor these reasons we have frequently in former letters forbid treating 
on any other terms than the preliminary before mentioned, and for the 
further explanation of our sentiments we now positively direct that the 
next messenger who comes from the enemy’s camp be sent back with an 
answer in writing to Shuja Dowla declaring plainly that he is not to 
hope for a reconciliation with us on any other terms than the surrender of Meer 
Cossim, Sombre, and our deserters, and that any person whatsoever who after¬ 
wards may come to the camp with any other proposals shall be imprisoned as a 
spy, and if notwithstanding this declaration any such should come you are 
without fail to treat him accordingly. 

As we perceive by Mr. Batson’s letters, that the Nabob seems much 
inclined to an accommodation, and thinks that Shuja Dowla will probably 
require some concessions on our part, such even as the surrender of the province 
01 Bahar, we judge it necessary to acquaint you, that we will not consent to the 
giving of any money ca* the cession of any territory either as j^heer or other¬ 
wise, and that nothing shall be stipulated on our part in reti^ for his com- 
plianue with our demands, but a promise, that we will not invade his eountry 
in return for his attack upon us, nor join or assist his miemy. 
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All ihese directioits we mean shall be equally binding on the Nabob as 
^ourself, our interests in this respect being inseparable, and we therefore, direct 

no messages be suffered to pass between him and the enemy, nor treaty be 
carried on between them on any other terms than those prescribed to you and 
of course that no cessions of money or territory to Sbuja Dowla be allowed. 
You will accordingly acquaint the Nabob with the directions we have giyen 
you with respect to any messengers from Sbuja Uowla, desiring be will give 
the sa-Tno answer to the first messenger who comes to him, and inform him, that 
we expect, be will treat all who may come afterwards in the manner we have 
ordered you. 

With the copies of the letters you sent us from the King, &c., you omitted 
to forward the copies of your answers. Neither have you sent us the letters 
which Meer Bychu brought at bis last coming. We desire you will send us 
these, as well as the copies of aU your correspondence with the country powers, 
that after perusal they may be transmitted to the Court of Directors. We 
further desire you will send us a copy of the orders you have given to Major 
Champion, and that it may always be a rule when any such considerable detach¬ 
ments are sent out to transmit us a copy of .the instructions gifen to the officer 
in command. 

You speak of Major Champion’s carrying the war into Shuja Dowla’s 
country as a measure to be pursued if the rains do not prevent him. We desire 
to know the plan upon which you intend he should proceed, as we cannot 
conceive, how you can suppose him with the part of the army under his com¬ 
mand to he able to act offensively in Shuja Dowla’s own country, when you 
with the whole army could not take the field against him here, or attack 
him when he was within a single march of the city of Patna; and hqw the 
whole army will be more able to act offensively after the rains than they have 
in this campaign. 


Secret Department. Port WiUiam, the 28th June 1764. 

Thursday. 

At a Consultation present ; 

The Hon’ble Henbt Vansittabt, president . 

CoHMODOBE Tinker. 

Major Munbo. 

John Spencer, Esquire. 

Warren Hastings, Esquire. 

Hugh Watts, Esquire. 

Samuel Middleton, Esquire. 

Balph Leycesteb, Esquire. 

Messrs, Marriott and Burdett indisposed. 

Major Camao’s letter. Beceived the following letter from Major Camac, 

I. L. R, No. 76. dated the 17th instant;— 

Some timo after the dispatch of my address to you yesterday I received 
your letter of the 7th together with its duplicate. 

I have already assigned you the reason of my so seldom writing, viz., 
that I was unwilling to deceive you, which I must have frequently done had 
I wrote daily, so various were the movements and contradictory our accounts 
of the enemy. Whenever I had certain intelligence I never failed immediately 
communicating it to you. 

It was natural enough to conjecture that the enemy as they 1^ not been 
able to ^ect anything would he for going away, and upon this conj^ture 
Mr. Billers I suppose gave his information, for they had been only shif^g 
their ground for several days and did not actually move off till the 30th ultimo, 
nor did they take the Phulwarry road; and of this movement we were brought 
in doubt the next day by a pair of hircarrahs who declared they were just 
come in from them, and that they had drawn near to us. It was necessary to 
be fully ascertained in so material a pmnt before I wrote to you ; by a recon¬ 
noitring pmrty I found these hircarmdis had grossily imposed upon me (I.lmve 
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some suspicion they were tutored so to do) and this occasioned a delay of one 
day in addressing you. 

So many letters were daily dispatched from camp, that our daucks in 
case of being intercepted had it not in their power to secrete their packet. 
Therefore upon advice that the Kimigpur Rajah had crossed some people over 
the river, I thought it best to limit the private correspondence to twice a week, 
that so the publick letters might have a better chance of passing, which were 
still to go in the usual course, so that Mr. Billers had no occasion to delay 
forwarding his letter to the President. I don’t recollect the exact time when 
I recommended this regulation to take place but it was soon discontinued. 

I judged the pushing a strong detachment over the Ganges and entering 
the enemy’s country by that side to be the most effectual means of precipitat¬ 
ing them homewards, and this we see has answered. I doubt if they had not 
been obliged to look to their own frontier whether they would so quickly have 
quitted ours and as their principal force consists in cavalry, which appears to 
be extremely good and to be well versed in what their peculiar advantage con¬ 
sist, they might have led us about the country without aiming to any thing 
decisive. 


Read the letter enclosed from Major Champion to Major Carnac. 

Ordered it be entered. And 

Major Carnac wrote to in Agreed we Write the following answer to the letter 

answer. from Major Carnac:— 

I. L. S., No. 85. •’ 

That we are resolved to continue the war against Shuja Dowla until he 
submits to the conditions we have prescribed, viz., the delivery of Meet 
Cossim, Sombre, and our deserters. That the object therefore of the detach¬ 
ment on the north side of the Ganges must be to prevent Shuja Dowla from 
crossing the river by destroying any bridges he has made or may attempt to 
make over it, taking possession at same time of as large a tract of his country 
as they can, and if possible of the city of Banaras, and collecting the revenues, 
but avoiding all manner of plunder and ravage; particularly should the detach¬ 
ment advance so far as to seize the city of Benaras especial care must be 
taken that no plunder is committed there. That we suppose the remainder of 
the army which was left at Patna has agreeably to our orders of the lAth advanc¬ 
ed to the banks of the Soane, if not, that this will be a necessary caution as 
long as Shuja-Dowla remains on this side the Ganges to prevent his recrossing 
into Bengal, and the army likewise from that station will be nearer at hand to 
join Major Champion or to reinforce him, in case Shuja Dowla should have 
marched so fast as to get to Benares before him or any other circumstances 
render it necessary; That whenever Shuja Dowla shall submit to the terms 
above mentioned, we desire our troops may be withdrawn out of his territories. 

consequeoce of the resolution As it thus detcriDiiicd to pros6cute th©. War against 
toproBwatethewan^ Shuja Dowla— 

It is thought necessary to address Major Munro requesting he will remain 
here with the detachment of the 89th Regiment, so long as may be requisite for 
obtaining the concessions required from Shuja Dowla, and for the security of 
the Company’s possessions, and that he will for these purposes prepare to join 
the army as soon as possible with his men and take upon himself the com¬ 
mand. 

Major Carnac advised of Agreed we advise Major Carnac of Major Munro’s 
his arrival, &c., vide I. L. s., arrival with his detachment, and that he is preparing 
No. 85. And ^ jQjjj army and take upon himself the command. 

Ordered that a plan of instructions be prepared-for Major Munro against 

A plan of instructions to be *iext Monday, agreeably to this day’s orders and the 
prepared for Wm. former Resolutious of Council. 
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Agreed we wrote to Fort St. Geoi^ advising them of Shuja Dowla’s hav* 
Fort St. George wrote to. iog retreated from the station he had taken between 

I. L. s., Ko. 23. the Soane and the Oaramnas&a, and that he seems to be 

making the best of his way to Benares, but as we are determined to prosecute 
the war in his own country until he submits to the concessions we have required, 
we shall be well pleased to receive any reinforcements which it may be in their 
power to send us; also informing them of Major Munro’s arrival. 

The President acquaints the Board that Captain 
Fischer is returned with his detachment to Burdwan, 
and there ordered into quarters. 

As we are determined to consider Burdwan and 
Midnapore in the same light with the Company’s other 
subordinate factories,— 


Captain Fischer's detach¬ 
ment retarns into quarters at 
Burdwan. 


No hatta to he allowed to 
troops so stationed either at 
Burdwan or Midnapore. 


Agreed that no batta be allowed to the ofiS.cers and troops stationed in 
quarters in those provinces. 

Burdwan and Midnapore Agreed we Write to Surdwan and ISdidnapore accord** 

wrote to accordinj^ly. insrly. 

I. L. S., Nos. 87 and 88. ° 


Secret Department, 
Monday. 


Fort William, the 2nd July 1764*. 
At jl Consultation present: 


The Hon’ble Henry Vansittart, Presidenf. 

Commodore Tinner. 

Major Munro. 

John Spencer, Esquire. 

Warren Hastings, Esquire. 

Hugh Watts, Esquire. 

Samuel Middleton, Esquire. 

Balph Levcesteb, Esquire. 

Messrs. Marriott and Burdett iadisposed. 

The Book of Standiug Orders oa the Table. 

The Consultation of the 28th ultimo being wrote fair was now read and approved. 

M%ior Carnac’s letter. Received the following letters from Major Carnac 

i. l.'r., Nos. 77 and 78. dated the 21st and 2.3rd ultimo:— 

My last address to you was dated the I7th, in answer to your letter of 
the 7th. 

1 am just returned from Major Champion; the detachments which he 
had sent into the district of Gazeepoor under the command of Captains Treva* 
nion and Galliez were come •back after having committed considerable damage 
therein; they have destroyed a large quantity of grain, and burnt some hundred 
villages, most of which were very flourishing as this district had never been 
bostUely ent^d, hut -could not continue longer out on account of the heavy 
rains, whereby the nullas with which that countiry is intersected were so swell¬ 
ed that they had much difficulty to repass them. In this expedition we have 
lost a few sepoys, and Lieutenant Skinner, and Mr. Surdell Quartermaster of 
the troop, have been slightly wounded. 

About Chupra seems to me in all respects the most eligible place for canton¬ 
ing the principal part of our troops, and indeed it is high time to think thereof, 
for unless they be allowed to lie by during this wet season they will dwindle 
to nothing. The sickness daily increases, and we have now so many officers 
ill as to have barely reliefs. Major Champion is now endeavouring to reduce to 
order the Sirkar Seran, some of the zamindars whereof still keep aloof and 
refuse their payments; he is gone against the fort of one Takyrallah Beg who is 
particularly rrfractory; he is the very person against whom Captain loecher 
was sent with a detachment in the year 1760. 



34 


We have numbers of bondmen from the enemy offering service to us. 
I propose receiving so many as will complete Mirzab Sabas Beg’s rissollah to 
five hundred, and you may, if you please, try them upon the plan you 
mentioned to me, but then I would recommend as the properest officers for that 
purpose Captain Whichcott, Lieutenant Dangerfield,'land Mr. Surdell; these axe 
I believe the best acquainted of any we have with matters pertaining to 
cavalry, though I fear greatly deficient in what I deem a most essential article 
a knowledge of the Hindustan language. Mr. Surdell deserves some considera¬ 
tion for having upon more occasions than one during this campaign given parti¬ 
cular proofs of personal bravery. 

I have a letter from Shitabroy on this side the Caramnasa and expect him 
daily. We hear from him that Shuja-Dowla was pushing away himself with 
all expedition for Benaras leaving the army to follow as fast as the badness of 
the road and weather would admit. 

The duplicate of your letter of the 11th did not reach me till yesterday 
noon, and I received the original a few hours after. 

I have repeatedly represented to you that most of your troops were so 
exhausted with what they had already gone through as not to be in a condition 
to undergo the fatigue of another wet campaign, and it is to be feared they 
will be so harrassed thereby as not to be capable of service when the season 
would admit of it, besides 1 learn there is much to be apprehended that the 
men in their present disposition will not be brought patiently to submit 
to the hardships they are likely to endure; indeed the order you have 
thought proper to give seems to me to be big with mischief, however it is so 
absolute as to leave no room for deviation thencefrom. I have therefore directed 
the army to hold themselves in readiness to march and it shall be set in motion 
as soon as possible and the evils that may ensue must rest upon yourselves. 
We have such a number of sick as to have no more men here fit for duty than 
three hundred in battalion, so that Major Champion who has with him the 
choice of the army as well Europeans as sepoys must be recalled leaving a 
sufficient detachment for the security of the Sirkar Seran. There is no doubt 
the march will be attended with great difficulties, the rains having commenced 
and the waters being out, and consequently the ways must be exceedingly bad. 
Nor can we for sometime derive any advantage from the Ganges; as the princi¬ 
pal part of our road lies wide thereof two or three coss, and the intermediate 
space being mostly jungal and miry, we shall hardly be able to keep a commu¬ 
nication with the rivers. 

Amongst many material reasons for cantoning the troops was that of some¬ 
how or other completing the donation in order to put an end if possible to 
that main source of discontent, we might have contrived to seperate those to 
whom a moiety is still due so as to satisfy them without the risque of offend¬ 
ing others, whereas, if they be paid off in the midst of so many who have 
nothing to receive, a murmuring will inevitably follow, and that the remainder 
of the donation will be peremptorily demanded the moment we move we have 
all imaginable reason to expect. 

While you leave nothing to the discretion of your Commander-in-Chief 
there can be no use in my remaining with the army, nor can I be answerable 
for the charge thereof, whilst you at so great a Stance give absolute orders 
for its operations, without the least allowance for the obstacle that may inter¬ 
vene to render the execution, if not impracticable extremely hazardous. 

I could wish, Gentlemen, yoiu would look back to the situation of thearmy 
when I took the command; you were on the brink of a precipice from which I 
flatter myself 1 have been greatly instrumental in delivering you, as Cap^dn 
Eorster, who is constantly among the men and than whom no one is so well 
informed of their intentions, declares that bad I not arrived criticaly as I ffid 
they were determined to march back to Patna and from thence to Calcutta. 
I have hitherto with the utmost difficulty kept them within bounds, but frOih 
some late incidents it appears that they are ready again to break forth aud it 
will require the nicest management and caution to restrain them. 
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Had yovi, Gentlemen, been better acquainted with your danger you would 
be more sensible of the l^ppiness of your deliverance, and think yourselves 
very fortunate that, all circumstances considered, you ^ve so well got rid of 
the formidable force that invaded this province, by much the most, so it is 
universally said, of any that ever entered the country—such a force as you can¬ 
not with prudence think of acting offensively against till we have first subdued 
the ill disposition of our own troops, and new modelled the army, which cannot 
be done in the field, and can not otherwise be effected but by their being in can¬ 
tonments. 


Secret Department, Thursday. Port "William the 5th July 1764. 

At a Consultation peesbnt : 

The Hon’ble Henry "Vansittaet, President. 

Commodore Tinker. 

John Spencer, Esquire. 

Warren Hastings, Esquire. 

Hugh Watts, Esquire. 

Samuel Middleton, Esquire. 

Ealph Letoestee, Esquire. 

Messrs. Marriott and Burdett indisposed. 

The Book of Standing Orders on the Table. 

The Consultation of the 2iid Instant being wrote fair was now read and approved. 

Taking again into consideration the letter from Major Carnac of the 
Major Carnac’s last letter 23rd of June and having debated fully on the tenor of 
and his conduct during the his conduct and Correspondence during the campaign,— 

campaign considered. 

a letter wrote him in con- It is agreed to Write him our sentiments in the 
sequence. following terms 

As your letter of the 23rd of June contains arguments which appear to 
The letter. inconsistent with your duty as an ofiicer and ex¬ 

pressions very unbecoming and disrespectful towards us, 
we write you this separate letter to point out to you the instances thereof; and 
as you have not given us all the satisfaction we could expect in other points 
during your present command, we shall at the same time set before you some 
objections we have to make to your conduct. 

From the beginning of the war with Shuja Dowla we recommended act¬ 
ing offensively and attacking him the first oppomity. Yourself joined with us 
in this opinion before you were strengthened with the reinforcements under 
Captain Femble and Captain Wemyss, saying that you had not the least doubt 
of success if the enemy could' be brought to action, but that you feared they 
would avoid an engagement, and dividing themselves into different bodies get 
between you. and Bengal. Soon after you found yourself obliged to retire from 
the frontiers for want of provisions, not that the enemy had cut them off, but 
that proper care had not been taken by the Naib of Patna to send supplies 
from thence, where it seems there was a sufficient stock. Near Patna you were 
joined by Captain Pemble’s detachment, and having taken some precautions 
with respect to provisions you advanced again against the. enemy near the 
banks of the Soane, and wrote us in your letter of the 17th of April that you 
thought you had nothing to fear foom the united forces of Hindustjui. In 
your letter of the 25th you acquaint us that you had been again obliged to 
bring back the army to the neighbourhood of Patna for want of provisions and 
inimediately after we learnt from private letters that you had chosen a strong 
post under the walls of the city and that enemy continued advancing. "We saw 
with great concern our plan turned into a defensive one, yet we did not attri¬ 
bute it to any fault of yours, nor suspected any change in your opinion of the 

< ' B 2 
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superiority of our troops, but concluded you had been forced to this conduct by 
the want of provisions. We feared that the enemy, sensible of their advantage in 
cavalry, would still keep out of your reach, and therefore to avoid the dangers 
to which they might have reduced iis by such a conduct we desired you in our 
letter of the 9th of May to endeavour by all means to find conveyance for so 
much provisions as would enable you to reach their camp and attack them. 
But the enemy themselves removed this difficulty. They advanced first to 
Pulwarry, within 4 or 6 coss of our army, where they lay several days plun¬ 
dering ye. country all round and even the suburbs of Patna; and growing 
every day bolder by the little opposition they met with they ventured at length 
to encamp in sight of your army and to attack you in your entrenchments. 
This was giving us an advantage we had no room to expect, and they suffered 
for their rashness, being repulsed on every side with considerable slaughter, 
and without making the least impression on any one part. Thus defeated they 
moved back two or three coss that night, but finding no movements on our 
part they recovered their spirits, advanced again, and soon after in a manner 
invested the army and the city, in which situation they remained about fifteen 
days without any attempt made to molest them, although in this interval you 
was joined by another strong reinforcement under Captain Wemyss. We 
apprehended the worst of consequences from this inaction. It left Shuja 
Dowla the master to protract the war as long as his own circumstances would 
permit. Every day produced some fresh defection among the zemindars of the 
country, and was too likely to revive the spirit of desertion and mutiny in our 
army by giving them an ill opinion of their own force, as well as by the com¬ 
mon effects of idleness and inactivity. We saw that if Shuja Dowla had reso¬ 
lution enough to remain in his post, and you continued to act upon the plan 
you had adopted, you must soon have been distressed for want of provisions 
or money. We repeated therefore in every letter our opinion that you should 
attack the enemy. From the 4th of May, when you advised us of the enemy’s 
attack, you did not write to us again till the 16th, when you ^ve us your 
reasons for acting so long upon the defensive and conclude with informing us 
that if they did not renew their attack you should watch an opportunity to 
attack them. Your reasons appeared to us very unsatisfactory, as we imme¬ 
diately acquainted you in our answer to your letter, but when we heard of the 
enemy’s breaking up their camp and retiring we concluded that you would 
attack them judging that no circumstances affords so fair an opportunity for 
an attack as the confusion and dejection which usually attend a retreating 
army. Numbers of private letters of the 23rd advised us that the enemy were 
retreating and one from the Nabob of the 25th mentions that they were 
encamped on the banks of the Poon-poon nulla on the road to Doudnagar and 
at the distance of 6 or 6 coss from our entrenchments. From you we heard 
nothing till the 1st of June, although you had received a fortnight before our 
positive orders to write daily by yourself or your Secretary; you then mention 
that they were passing the Soane, which you suffered them to do with all their 
heavy cannon and baggage without the least molestation. What were Shuja 
Dowla’s motives for his retreat we are yet unacquainted. It was always our 
hopes that he would have been driven out of the province with precipitation 
or at least with the disgrace of losing his heavy baggage as well to satisfy in 
some measure our just resentment for the protection he has given to the 
murderer of our friends as to add reputation to our arms, and deter other 
powers from such attempts. But on the contrary he has moved off entirely at 
his leisure, and even still keeps possession of all the Bougepoor country; and no-' 
thing is more likely that he will renew his attempts the next fair season as he 
must have entertained an opinion that we are unable to meet him in the field. 

Having thus recapitulated the most material occurrences of the campaign 
we shall proceed to consider your letter of the 23rd of June. We have said 
that the arguments therein contained appear to us inconsistent with your duty 
as an officer, for we believe that the military law will not justify an officer in 
writing to his superiors, from whom he has received orders for the operations 
of the troops, that “ he learns there is much to be apprehended that the men 
are not in a disposition to be brought patiently to submit to the hardships 
they are likely to endure, that the remainder of the donation will be peremip- 
torily demanded the moment they move, and that from some late incidents 
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it appears the men are ready again to break forth,” at the same time that in* 
stead of acquainting us vrith any measures you are taking for conquering this 
mutinous spirit you tell us there can be no use in your remaining with the 
army. Nothing would so much encourage a mutinous disposition in the men 
as such notions and apprehensions conceived by their commanding officer, if 
they should get the least suspicion or intimation thereof, and it is very much to 
be feared that such a circumstance may transpire by some means or other. 
We hoped from your letter of the 4th April, and the general good behaviour of 
the troops during the campaign even in the most discouraging circumstances 
(which are those of retreating before an enemy and lying within entrenchments 
in a state of inactivity and exposed to daily insults), that the spirit of mutiny 
had subsided, and we gave you all the merit of so happy a reform. You have 
now set things before us in a very different view, but we will yet flatter our¬ 
selves that you have done injustice both to yourself and the army, otherwise 
you are inexcusable if you have not endeavoured to find out the ringleaders 
and bring them to punishment, and in declaring in such circumstances that 
there can be no use in your remaining with the army when the unwearied 
attention of yourself and every officer ought to be employed in conquering this 
disorder by vigilance and discipline. You speak of the impossibility of tak¬ 
ing the necessary measures for this purpose in the field, but in this we cannot 
agree with you as we are convinced by our own observation, as well as by the 
opinion of the generality of officers, that the behaviour of the men may be 
better observed and a better discipline kept up amongst them in the,field than 
in quarters. 

We shall now point out the instances of your disrespect to us, and this 
cannot be better done than by plain quotations from your letter. You say that 
** the order we have thought proper to give seems to you big with mischief, 
and that the evils that may ensue must rest upon ourselves.” We believe it will 
be hard to produce an instance from any record of any officer’s writing to 
those under whose orders he must act that their orders were big with mis¬ 
chief. We know well that we are answerable for the orders we give, but it is 
not your business to tell us so. You have nothing to do but to obey them to 
the utmost of your power. 

We have never been wanting in acknowledging the merits of our officers 
and giving due commendation to their good behaviour; but when any one 
shall set forth his own praises in such haughty and extravagant terms as you 
have done, he will generally be found upon examination to assume more than 
he has a right to. You say that “ when you joined the army we were on the 
brink of a precipice, from which you have been greatly instrumental in deli¬ 
vering us, as Captain Foster declares that had not you arrived critically as you 
did the men were determined to march to Calcutta.” Upon this we must observe 
that Captain Jennings mentions to us in his letter of the 18th February, fifteen 
days before your arrival, that the men were restored to good order. If Captain 
Foster knew any thing to the contrary, especially so general a revolt as what 
you speak of, he is guilty of a very great breach of his duty in not acquaint¬ 
ing the commanding officer. Besides if we are to give credit to your own 
account of the present state of the army, the spirit of mutiny is more violent 
now than when you took the command, since you tell us it is such that the 
men will peremptorily insist upon their own terms before they will march a 
step upon service. 

In your next paragraph you tell us that ” had we been better acquainted 
with our danger we should be more sensible of the happiness of our deliverance 
and think ourselves very fortunate that we have so well got rid of the formi¬ 
dable force that invaded this province.” In answer to which we say that we had 
too great a confidence in the superiority of our own force ever to think our 
cause in danger if the enemy could be brought to action; at the same time we 
are sensible of the mischief they might do us by plundering and ravaging the 
country and therefore repeatedly recommend^ to you to attack them as the 
most probable way of removing these troubles and preventing such in future. 
We further say that we think ourselves fortunate in the enemy’s having 
Teorossed the Soane, but without derogating from the merit of your good con- 
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duct in the defence of your post we mu^ give it as our opinion that we do not 
owe this change to any efforts of yours, as you suffered them to continue un¬ 
molested as long as they thought proper, nor can we flatter ourselves that we 
are rid of them whilst the^ remain on this side the Cmmnassa per^ps 
taking measures for another invasion. 

We gave you proofs of an entire confidence by leaving it in your discre¬ 
tion to deviate ]brom our orders as circumstances might direct until we found 
that you counteracted every part of our intentions and frequently without ev^ 
condescending to give us any reasons for your differing from us in opinion. 
With our letter of the 23rd of April we sent you a letter for Shuja Dowla with 
an English copy for your perusal. This was evidently calculated to make Shuja 
Dowla sensible of the risk he would run by making us his enemies, that we 
should have no thoughts of a negociation if once he commenced hostilities and 
at the same time to shew that we had such confidence in the strength and 
fidelity of our own troops as to be under no apprehension from his attacks. 
This letter was enclosed to you to forward, but you detained it without giving 
us the least reason or even acquainting us of your having done so; and 
instead of acting with that spirit which we recommended, it appears from the 
Nabob’s own letter that you assisted him in carrying on a negociation of a very 
improper nature, and in replying to proposals which in his then circumstances 
were certainly dishonourable. We mean that wherein Shuja Dowla, keeping our 
troops confined within their entrenchments, proposed, first, that his son should 
be received as Subadar of the three provinces, and secondly, that the province 
of Patna should be ceded to him, and these proposals were received and answers 
sent with your knowledge without your giving the least information on the 
subject. 

There are many other instances of your total neglect of points which we 
have recommended to you and of others which of course belonged to your duty 
as an officer. In the first light we reckon your never having paid the least atten¬ 
tion to what we desired you to settle with the Nabob concerning the payment 
of the increased number of oi« sepoys, and your not promoting the NaboVs 
coming down to Calcutta, which we must suppose you have not, as he writes to 
the President giving it for his principal reason that he thinks it unadvisable to 
leave you. In the second, your not having transmitted any returns of the army 
to the President since the 31st of March. You said yourself that you thought 
there was no danger of our correspondence being intercepted by the enemy, 
so that that could not have been your reason. But admitting it was, why 
have you neglected sending them since the enemy retired, and why have you 
not transmitted to us copies of your correspondence with the King, Shuja 
Dowla, and others in their camp. 

We have thus stated the objections we have to make to your conduct in 
general, and to your last letter in particular, in order to give you an opportunity 
of answering them before we come to a final resolution. 

A Member of the Board to As Major Munro is entirely unacquainted with the 
accompany Major Munro. language of this country, as Well as the manners and 
customs of the people,— 

It is thought necessary that one of the Members of the Board shall accom* 
pany him in the field. 

Agreed therefore that Mr. Marriott be appointed, and that it be recom¬ 
mended to the Major in his instructions to be guided 
Mr. Harriot appointed. fiy that gentleman in all his intercourse with the 
country powers and the officers of the Government. 


And a gentleman in the 
service as ^retarj. 


Mr. Stuart appointed and 
to act also as Pay-master to 
his detachment. 


It being likewise thought proper that a gentleman 
in the service should accompany the Commander-in- 
Chief in the capacity of Seoretery. 

Agreed Mr. Charles Stuart be accordingly appointed, 
and that he do further act as Pay-master to the de¬ 
tachment under Major Munro until it shall join the 
army. . ^ 
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Seoet Department, Thursday, fort Williamj the 12th July 1764. 

At a Consultation pkesent: 

The Hon’ble Henbt Vansittaet, Fresidenf. 

John Spencer, Esquire. 

Warren Hastings, Esquire. 

Bandolph Marriott, Esquire. 

Hugh Watts, Esquire. 

Samuel Middleton, Esquire. 

Ralph Leycester, Esquire. 

John Burdett, Esquire. 

Commodore Tinker indisposed. 

The Book of Standing Orders on the Table. 

The Consultation of the 9th instant being wrote fair was now read and approved. 

Major Camao’s iett« 1. L- Received the following letter from Major Camac, 
B., No. 86. dated the 1st instant:— 

Gentlemen, —I have received your letters of the 14th, 18ti, and 2l8t 
ultimo with duplicates of the two former. 

I am rejoiced for the sake of the public that you have been pleased to 
submit your peremptory order of the 11th June to the determination of the 
principal officers here, who being on the spot are so much better able to judge 
of the matter. You will herewith receive their sentiments all concurring in 
the necessity of cantoning the troops, which has induced me to countermand 
the order for marching. I was willing that you should have the whole to¬ 
gether and therefore waited for the answer from Major Champion and the 
gentlemen with him. I herewith likewise send you the copy of a letter from 
Major Champion to me in consequence of his having received the duplicate of 
your letter of the 11th ultimo before he was made acquainted with the altera¬ 
tion contained in that of the 14th. My own sentiments have been already 
delivered to you in my address of the 23rd ultimo. That our number as we 
stand upon paper could so many be brought into the field and well affected, I 
ever was and still am of opinion, is sufficient to engage any Hundustan army, 
but neither of these is the case. We could not at tffis time march more than 
650 in battalion, and of them the greatest part would sink under the fatigue 
of a wet campaign. Nor do I think it our interest to extend our conquest 
much furtW were we 6ven sure of success, as we have already more upon our 
than we can well support. 1 could wish indeed that fire and sword 
were carried into Shuja Dowla’s territories in revenge for the unjust part he 
has taken, and this can best be done from the other side as soon as the season 
and condition of the army will aRow it, as we can transport from hence over 
the Chutes whatever may be necessary for such an expedition without moles¬ 
tation ; and the Nabob has it in his power to get ample satisfaction of the 
nobles of the empire for the share they had in the invasion by laying his hand 
on all the jagheers, which I have const^^ntly urged him to, and which 1 believe 
he will do. 

Tour orders with regard to any future messengers from Shuja Dowla 
shall be punctually obeyed. I delivered myself nearly to the same puiq)ort to 
the last which is the reason I suppose we have not had any for sometime. The 
information 1 gave you of him on the 21st ultimo is contradicted, and we now, 
hear that he is still in the neighbourhood of Bukser in the parganna of 
Ghousy, which, though on this side of the Caramnassa, belongs to him; tlmt 
Bulwant Singh with his forces had crost the Gangers; and that Beny Bahader 
was preparing to do so. Shitabroy is with Shuja Dowla, and wants to get his 
family clear, that in case he should not be able to obtain the points we insist 
upon, he may have it in his power to quit him entirely and to reside under the 
protection of ihe Nabob. Shuja Dowla’s submitting to our terms or not will 



40 


probably depend upon the state of affairs on the other side of his dominions. 
At present he has nothing to apprehend, for the intention of Gaz O’dyn Khan 
and the Jaunts are quite another way; they are bent towards the capital, and 
as to the Mahrattas very large sums are on the way to them to engage them in 
bis interest. It will be necessary to have here a duplicate of the President’s 
letter to him to be ready to be forwarded in case we find the original should 
not reach him. 

However desirous the Nabob may be of an accommodation and of holding 
the Nizamut under the royal firman I cannot judge so unfavourably of him 
as to suppose he would make any unworthy concessions for that purpose, and I 
am persuaded he never had the thought of parting with an inch of territory. 

I acquainted you with the main substance of the letters T received and of 
my answers, which I magine will be sufficient, as I shall soon I hope in person 
lay the letters themselves before you; they are now in the hands of Mr. 
Pullerton in order for translation. I should instantly quit the command of the 
army agreeably to your permission, but that it is incumbent on me first to 
finish with the men the donation account, as I have great reason to apprehend 
were I to go away without completing this business a fresh mutiny would 
ensue. The Nabob has paid three lacks for this purpose. 

I did not expect more from Major Champion’s detachment than to create 
such a diversion as would precipitate the enemy homewards, and there was no¬ 
thing to hinder him from acting offensively for some time at least, as the 
enemy’s whole force were on this side the Ganges. His orders were so short 
and plain that I did not think it necessary to commit them to writing and only 
verbally directed him to do what mischief he could in the Gazeepoor country 
so long as he was able to act, and then to canton in the Sirkar Seran, which 
is adjacent thereto, but to separate the soldiers in such a manner that the 
remaining moiety might be paid off if possible without being the cause of new 
commotions. 

I conceived every Major to be supernumerary except the Major of the 
Settlement, and deeming it immaterial whether there was one more or less was 
my reason for recommending Captain Jennings in recompence for his good 
services. 
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Extract of the General Letter to the President and Consul at Bengal, dated the 1’^ June 

1764, sent per Lapwing and Kent. 

Par. 20. Having considered what Allowance should be made to Lord 
Clive as President and Governor, we have agreed to settle upon his Lordship, and 
he is accordingly to be allowed the sum of Six thousand Pounds a Tear, to 
be paid him monthly, to commence upon his Arrival in Bengal ; which, together 
with the One per Cent, Commission he is entitled to as President, out of the 
Two and One Half per Cent. Coinage duty, are to he in f ull Consideration for 
all his services, both Civil and Military : consequently, his Lordship is to have 
no Allowance, whatever, by way of Commission, or otherwise, out of the Re- 
venues, from any of our territorial Acquisitions whatsoever; and our Orders 
thereupon, as contained in our Letters of the 13“* Mai’ch 1761, and the 
May 1763, are, from this time forward, to he null and void. 

21. We do not mean to hinder his Lordship from receiving the usual 
Commission, arising from the Coral, and other licensed Articles, consigned to 
•him by private Merchants : This his Lordship is to have in the usual manner. 

64. Por the Reasons given in our Letter of the of February last, we 
were then induced to send positive Orders to put a final and effectual End to 
the Inland Trade in Salt, Beetle Nut, Tol)acco, and in all other Articles 
whatsoever, produced and consumed in the Country ; To the Remarks we 
made in that Letter we must add one Observation, which is; It appears very 
extraordinary, that, in a Trade so extremely lucrative to Individuals, the In¬ 
terest of the Company should not have been at all attended to, or considered. 

65. Those Orders were sent, it is true, before we received the new Treaty 
you entered into with Jaffier Ally Cawan, upon his Re-estahlishment in the 
Subahship; in which it is agreed. That the English shall carry on their Trade 
by means of their own Dusticks, free from all Duties. Taxes and Impositions in 
all Parts of the Country, except in the Article of Salt, on which a duty of 
Two and One Half per Cent, is to be levied on the Rowana, or Houghly Market 
price; wherein it is further agreed, that the late Perwanahs, issued by Coasim 
Ally Cawan, granting to all Merchants the Exemption of all Duties, for the 
Space of Two Years shall be reversed and called in, and the Duties collected 
as before. 

66 These are Terms which appear to he of very injurious to the Nabob, 
and to the Natives, that they cannot, in the very Nature of them, tend to any 
thing hut the producing general Heart-burnings and Dis-^atisfaction; and con¬ 
sequently there can he little Reason to expect the Tranquillity of the Country 
can he permanent: The Orders therefore in our said Letter of the 8“" of Feb¬ 
ruary, are to remain in force, until a more equitable and satisfactory Plan can 
be formed and adopted, which, as it is impossible for us .o frame here, destitute 
as we are of the Informations and Lights necessary to guide us in such an 
important Affair. 

67. You are, therefore, hereby ordered and directed, as soon after the 
Receipt of this as may be convenient, to consult the Nabob as to the Manner 
of carrying on the Inland Trade in Salt, Beetle Nut, Tobacco, and the other 
Articles produced and consumed in the Country, which may he most to his 
Satisfaction and Advantage, the Interest of the Company, and likewise of the 
Company’s Servants. 

68. You are therefore to form a proper and equitable Plan for carrying on 
the said Trade and transmit the same to us, accompanied by such Explanations, 
Observations, Remarks and as may enable us to give our sentiments and 
Directions thereupon, in a full and explicit Manner. 

69. In doing this, as before observed, you are to have a particular Re¬ 
gard to the Interest and entire Satisfaction of the Nabob both with respect to 
his Revenues, and the proper Support of his Government; in short, this Plan 
must be settled with his free Will and Consent, and in such a Manner as not 
to affOid any Just Grounds for Complaint. 

17^ F. D. 
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60. In the next Place, the utmost Care and Attention must he hestoued 
in forming the said Plan, that, in some proper Mode or Shape, a just and 
equitable Consideration be secured for the Company. 

61. If any Inconveniencies shall be apprehended to arise to the Company’s 
Investments, upon carrying on such an Inland Trade, you are to give us your 
full thoughts thereupon, and in what Manner they may be obviated. 

62. You are to give us your impartial & unbiassed Thoughts, also, Whether 
the carrying on this Inland Trade may affect the just Rights and Privileges of 
the French, Dutch, or any Europeans, and tend thereby to draw on, any 
national Altercations and Embroils, which are by all means to he avoided, in 
forming the said Plan; therefore you are to be particularly careful to prevent 
these or any Evils of the like Kind. 

63. And here let it be remarked, that no persons whatsoever have a Right 
to trade within the Limits of the Company’s Charter without their License; if 
any new Tracks of Trade are fallen into, surely therefore the Company’s 
Interest ought to have the Preference and be equitably considered, in order to 
induce them to permit their Servants to participate in the advantages resulting 
from such Trade. 

64. In the 20*’’ Paragraph of this Letter we have mentioned, that the sura 
of £6,000 a year is to be allowed Lord Clive as President and Governor: We 
do not mean that Sum is to include his extraordinary Expences, in case his 
Lordship shall at any Time be under the N ecessity of taking the Field : We 
therefore direct, That all such Expences be borne by the Company, and paid to 
his Lordship out of our Cash in Bengal, accordingly; in which all the Fru¬ 
gality is recommended that is consistent with the Service. 

65. The said £6,COO a Year is intended as an Appointment of Lord Clive 
only, and not to be allowed to any future President and Governor: TV^e there¬ 
fore direct. That any Person who shall immediately, and in future, succeed to 
the Government after his Lordship, be allowed, over and above the Commission 
on on the Coinage Duty, £3,OOo a year, as settled in our letter, of the 13th 
March 1761, for Salary, Expences of his Table, and all other Charges and 
Expences whatsoever, as President and Governor. 

67. The General Court of Proprietors having, on account of the critical 
Situation of the Company’s Affairs in Bengal, requested Lord Olive to take 
upon him the Station of President, and the Command of the Company’s Mili¬ 
tary Forces there ; his Lordship has been appointed President and Governor 
accordingly, as mentioned in the preceding Part of his Letter. The Intention 
of the General Court, in desiring Lord Clive to go to Bengal^ was. That by his 
Lordship’s Character and Influence, Peace and Tranquillity might be the 
easier restored and established in that Suhahship. In order, therefore, to 
answer these Purposes in a Manner that we apprehend may prove most effectual, 
we have thought proper to appoint a Committee on this Occasion, consisting of 
his Lordship Mr. William Brightwell Sumner, Brigadier Genl. Car«ac, also 
Messrs. Harry Vereht and BrancU Sykes, to whom we do hereby give full 
Powers to pursue whatever Means they shall judge most proper to attain those 
desirable Ends; hut, however, in all Cases where it can be done conveniently, 
the Council, at large, is to he consulted by the said Committee, though the 
Power of determining is to he in that Committee alone. We further "direct, 
that as soon as Peace and Tranquillity are restored and established in the Su* 
bahship of Bengal, then the said extraordinary Powers are immediately to 
cease and the said Committee be dissolved. 

68. As we would have the said Committee, as long as it is necessary to 
exist, as before raentioned, to consist of Five Members; in case therefore of a 
Vacancy or Vacancies, by Death or Absence from Fort William, they are to be 
filled up by the said Committee out of such of the Civil Members of the Coun¬ 
cil as they shall think proper, from Time to Time. 

69. We are also to inform you, and direct, that the said Committee is to 
be the Committee for defending the Settlement in case of being attacked by an 
Enemy, agreeable to the Directions and Rules laid down in our Letter of the 
12'*’ of May 1768, to which is to ho added Sir Bobert Barker, the Colonel and 
Commandant of the Corps of Artillery. 
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70. The Powers of the said Committee are by no means meant to invali¬ 
date or dispense with, or in any way prevent, the carrying strictly into Execu¬ 
tion the Orders contained in the 53'^ Paragraph of this Letter, with respect to 
the Deed of Covenant all our Servants, both Civil and Military, are to enter 
into, according to the true Intent and Meaning of the said Covenant. 


No. 26. 

Fort William, the 19‘'‘ Sept* 1766. 

At a Select Committee ; 

Present : 

The Eight honoheablb Loed Clive, President^ 
Beigadibr-Geneeal Caekac, 

Haeet Veeblst, Esqtjieb. 

The Eight honourable the President has urged the Necessity of restricting 
the future Governors of tliis Presidency, in Points of Trade and private 
Interest, with Arguments of so much Force and Conviction in the following 
Minute, that we unanimously agree in recommending his Lordship’s Proposal 
to the ]^ard, that it may be carried into Execution with all convenient Dis¬ 
patch. 

Our Attention as a Select Committee, invested with extraordinary Powers 
by the Court of Directors, has been constantly engaged in reforming the Abuses 
which had crept into the several Departments of this Government; the important 
Work has been steadily prosecuted with Zeal, Diligence, and Disinterestedness 
on our Parts, and the Success of our Labours gives us Reason to hope that our 
Employers will be of Opinion, we have established many useful and necessary 
regulations. Many others, however, are still wanting to complete our Plan; 
but I doubt not that the same Principles, which have hitherto guided our Con¬ 
duct, will continue to direct and to justify the Measures we have yet pursue. 

To place the President in such a Situation as will render his Government 
completely honourable to himself and advantageous to the Company, appears 
to me an Object of as much Consequence as any that has been taken into our 
Consideration. Where such immense Revenues are concerned, where Power 
and Authority are so enlarged, and where the Eye of justice and Equity should 
be ever watchful, a Governor ought not tp be embarrassed with private 
Business; he ought to be free from every Occupation in which his judgement 
can possibly be biassed by his Interest.—The extensive Commercial Affairs, 
the Study of the Finances, the Politics of the Country, the epistolary corre¬ 
spondence, the Proceedings of Council and Committee, these are sufficient to 
employ every Moment of his Time; and I am confident that they cannot be 
conducted with the requisite Attention to Company’s Interest, if the mind of 
the Governor be diverted by complicated Mercantile Accounts of his own. 

If we look back upon those unhappy Dissensions which have frequently 
brought the Company’s Possessions in Bengal almost to the Point of Destruc¬ 
tion, we shall find that they have generally proceeded from the Conduct of 
Governors, who, too eager in Pursuit of private Interest, have involved them¬ 
selves in affairs which could not be reconciled to the strict Principles of 
Integrity; to prevent Scrutinesand Discoveries which might in any Degree affect 
their Honour, they have frequently been reduced to the Necessity of conniv¬ 
ing at Abuses which would otherwise have been brought to light and remedied. 
The Welfare of tliis great Company should be the sole Study of a Governor 
attached to that Point alone; his Measures could never be thwarted by the 
Malice of Opposition, because they would all be proposed for the public Good, 
and Actions will always be justified, or condemned, from the Principles on 
which they are founded. Such a State of Independency and Honour must be 
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highly eligible to a Governor, and, in my Opinion, it can only be acquired by 
cutting off all Possibility of his benefiting by Trade, or by that Influence 
which his Power necessarily gives him in these opulent Provinces. 

I therefore propose, that the Governor shall, in the most public Manner, 
in tlie Presence of all the Company’s Servants, the Mayor & Aldermen, and 
free Merchants, assembled at the Mayor’s Court, take the Oath, and execute 
the Penalty Bond, hereunto annexed. 

The Considerations I have proposed is One, and One Eighth per Cent, 
upon the Revenues, excepting those arising from the Company’s own Lands 
at Calcutta^ Surdtoatii Midnapore and Chittagong. 

Although by these Means a Governor will be able to amass a fortune of a 
Million or Half a Million in the Space of two or three Years, yet he will acquire 
a very handsome Independency, and be in that very Situation which a Man of 
nice Honour, and true Zeal for the Service, would wish to possess. 

Thus situated, he may defy all Opposition in Council, he will have nothing 
to ask, nothing to propose, but what he means for the Advantage of his 
Employers; he may defy the Law, because there can be no Foundation for a 
Bill of Discovery, and he may defy the Obloquy of the World, because there 
can be nothing censurable in his Conduct; in short, if Stability can be insured 
to such a Government as this, where Riches have been acquired in Abundance 
in a small Space of Time, by all Ways and Means, and by Men with or with¬ 
out Capacities, it must be effected by a Governor thus restricted, and I shall 
think it an Honour, if my Proposal be approved, to set the first Example. 

The Oath to be taken in the most public Manner by the President. 

Ordered, That the above Oath and Bond be entered after the Proceedings. 


(Sd.) CLIVE. 

„ JOHN CARNAC. 
„ H. VERELST. 


No. 26. 

Mayor’s Court at Calcutta, at Fort IVilUam, in Bengal. 

At a Court held on Wednesday the First Bay of October, in the Sixth 
Year of the Reign of our Sovereign Lord George the Third, by the Grace of 
God of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith &“ 
and in the Year of our Lord One thousand Seven hundred and Sixty-six; 

Present, 

JAiiiES Lister, Esquire, MAYOR, 
j Robert Dobinson, 

Thomas Woodward, 

Cornelius Goodwin, 


Messieurs 


David KiLLICAN, j r 

ALDERMEN. 

Matthew Miller, 

Thomas French, 

George Lear, and 
Joseph Jehyll, 
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This being the Day appointed for the Right honourable Bohert Lord Clive, 
■who is now Governor or President of Fort William in Bengal aforesaid, to 
take an Oath or make an Affidavit in the said Court, and execute a Deed or 
Covenant, in a large Penalty, which are expected and intended to be taken or 
sworn to, & renewed or executed by all future Governors or Presidents or Fort 
William in Bengal aforesaid. 

The said Right Honourable Robert Lord Clive appeared in the said Court, 
attended by General John Carnac, Harry Ferelst, Hugh Watts, Randolph 
Marriott, Claud Russell, 'ihomas Rumhold, William Aidersey, Thomas Kelsall, 
and Charles Floyer, Esquires; and other covenanted Servants of the honourable 
Company of Merchants of England, trading to the Easi ladies, & other prin¬ 
cipal Inhabitants of Calcutta aforesaid, and then and there produced a certain 
Deed or Writing, which is contained in the following Words; (that is to say), 

“ This Indenture, made the Pirst Day of October, in the Sixth Year of the 
“ Rein'll of our Sovereign Lord the Third, by the Grace of God, of Great 

“ BrUain, France, and Ireland, King, Defender of the Eaith, &™, and in the Year 
“of our Lord One thousand Seven hundred and Sixty-six, between the United 
“ Company of Merchants of England, trading to the East / ndies, on the one Part; 
“and Robert Lord Clive Baron Clive of Blassey, in the Kingdom of Ireland, 

“ President and Governor of Fort William, in the Kingdom of Bengal, on the 
“ other Part; Witnesseth, That in Consideration of the said liobert Lord Clive's 
“ bein*'* President and Governor of Fort William, and in Consideration of the 
“ several Sum and Sums of Money to be received by him the said Robert IxitA. 

“ Clive, in Manner following; that is to say, The Sum of One and One-eighth 
“ per Cent, upon the Revenues of Bengal, Bahar, and Orixa ( save and except 
“the Revenues of the Lands of the said United Company at Calcutta, Bwdioan, 

" Midnapore Chittagong) to be paid unto him in Monthly, Quarterly or 
“ Yearly, Payments, during the- Time he shall continue to be President and 
“ Governor of Fort William aforesaid, and also in Consideration of his Salary, 
“ stated Allowances, and Commission upon the Mint, Coral, and upon Freight. 
“Goods, the said Robert Lord Clive doth hereby for himself, his Heirs, 
“ Executors, and Administrators, covenant, promise, and agree, to and with 
“ the said United Company and their Successors, that the said Robert Lord 
“ Clive daring the Time he shall continue to be President and Governor of Fort 
“ William aforesaid, shall not, directly nor indirectly, upon any Pretence or 
“ Pretext whatsoever, carry on, use, or exercise, any Trade or Commerce in the 
“ w'ay of a Merchant, or otherwise traffic, adventure, or trade, in any Commodi- 
“ ties whatsoever, at, to, in, or from, the East Indies, China, Persia, or Mocha, 
“ or in any Part thereof, or elsewhere, between the Cape of Good Mope, 
“ and the Straits of Magellan, either on his own Account, or in Company 
“ with, or for, or on Account of, any other Person, or Persons, in any Article 
“ of Merchandize whatsoever (save and except for the Benefit of the English 
“ Fast India Company, and except in such Goods and Merchandize as shall 
“ be remaining on hand and unsold at the time he the said Robert Lord 
“ Clive commenced President and Governor of Fort William and wherein he 
“now hath any Share or Intex’est, which only he shall or may sell, or dispose 
“of, or give Commissions or Directions for selling the same; and further 
“save and except, and it is the true Intent and Meaning hereof, that nothing 
“ herein contained shall extend, or be construed to extend, to prevent, preclude, 
'“or hinder, him the said Robert Lord Clive, itom purchasing Diamonds, or 
“ other precious Stones, provided he does not dispose of the same by way of 
“ Barter or Sale here, or in any other Part of the East Indies or from sending or 
“ remitting his Estate and Fortune to England by Bills, or in any other Shape 
“ whatever) nor barter, sell, or exchange any Kind of Goods, Wares, or Mer- 
“chandizes, nor accept from, nor give to, any Person or Persons, Commissions 
“ for managing or transacting Business or Affairs of Merchandize (except as 
“ before is excepted) and the said Robert Lord Clive doth hereby further cove- 
“ nant, promise, and agree to and with the said United Company and their Suc- 
“ cessors, that the said Robert Lord Clive shail not, nor will himself, nor shall 
“ wittingly or willingly permit or suffer any other Person or Persons, in his 
** Name,°or tohis Use, to advance, lend, or place out, any Sum or Sums of Money, 
at a greater Rate, Premium, or Interest than 10 per Cent, per Annum, so 
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“ that the least Interest, Share, Portion, or Dividend, or any other Profit Ad- 
*• vantage or Emolument whatsoever, shall, in I’espect thereof, exceeding the said 
“ Premium or Interest of 10 per Cent, per Annum, as aforesaid, arise or accrue 
“ unto him the said Itobert Lord Clive, his Heirs, Executors, or Administrators, 
“ or unto any other Persons whatsoever, through Friendship, Favour, or Influence, 
*• exerted by liim in their Pehalf, contrary to the true Intent and Spirit of the 
“ Oath hert'unto annexed; and the said Hohert Lord Clive doth hereby further 
“ covenant and agree, that he shall not, nor will, up )n any Account or Pretence 
“whatsoever, directly or indirectly, accept, take, or receive, nor knowingly, 
“ wittingly, or v/illingly, suffer or permit to be accepted, taken or received, by 
“ any Person or Persons for his Use, or in Trust for him, his Heirs, Executors, 
“ and Administrators, or for any other Person or Persons whatever, out of per- 
“ sonal Friendship to them, or liegard to his own Interest, directly or indirectly, 
“ any Jewels, Etfects, Sum or Sums of Money, whether by Bonds, Bills, Notes, 
‘ Obligations, or otherwise, or accept of, retain, or keep, any Fee, Gratuity, or 
“ Rf*ward, in Jewels, Effects, Money, Obligations, or Promises or Assurances of 
“ Money, in Writing, of any Nature or other Thing whatsoever, which has been 
“ lieretofore deposited for Services promised to be performed, or Favours to be 
“ received or which shall hereafter be deposited, lent, received, or paid into his 
“• IJar.ds or Custody, or into the Hands or Custody of any other Person or Persons 
“ in Trust for him, nor knowingly jtermit or suffer any other Person or Persons 
to receive, take, or accept of the same ; or any Part thereof, by his Authority 
“ or Influence, from any King, Prince, Vizier, Monsubdar,* Nabob, Dew'an, Fou- 
“ dar,+ Jeraitider,! or from any other Person or Persons, natural-born Subjects 
“ of the JHasl Indies, China, ^Persia, or Mooha, of what Degree, Nomination, or 


♦ Monsiibuar.— k. particular officer in a Cjuit of Judicature. Wilson s Glossary of Indian terms. 

t Fouztiar, correctly Faujdar, H.—An officer of the Mogul Government, who w.is 1076.-1 ed with the charge of 
pfllce. aud jurisdiction iu au criminal muiterd. A ciiLuinal judge, a magistiate. The chitrf of a body of 
troops.— 

J Jemindar, coiTt Cily Zamindar, Zumeendir, vernacularly Jamindar, Jamidar, J..midar, corruptly, Zt*min- 
dar, H.—An occupant of land, a landliclder : the right's of the Zainindar have been the subject of much con¬ 
troversy with reference to his cliarader :is hereditary owner of the land he occupies, eras therespon.'<ible collector 
(•nly of the revyoues on heiialf of the Government. Under the Mahommadao administration the Litter was the 
capacity in w’hich the Zamindar was ordinarily cjusidered, an<l the chief authorities never hesitated to exercise 
the power, when they posse.ssed it, of turning out a Zainindar and placing another in the Zamindari whence the 
one in possession was teimed Sduddi or Ahkaniy the Zamindar by patent or command. Whilst managing the 
lands and realising tlie levenne the Zauiindar whs allowed a fee or commission ot ten per cent, upon the total 
collections, and a portion <»rt'ne land was exempted from the revenue assessment to the extent of five per cent, 
on the collections, undvr the denomination of Nunkar, being intended for the personal support of the Zamindar 
aud his family : f.iriher deductions from the stipulated amount of revenue, termed Jjdathaut, were also allowed 
to cover various charges borne by the Zamindar: on the other hand, he was empowered to levy internal duties 
and customs on articles of trade passing through his district, and to impose petty taxes or Ahtvabs, on the 
cultivators, in addition to the portion of the public reveiine deinandable from them iiidividuall.> : on his relin- 
»iuishiiig the managt^meiit of the Zaraindari, or being removed from it without cause of grave offence, it was 
customary to as.sign him, as Ala/ikuna, t-n per cent, on the 5arfr collections, or the same rate on the nett 
collections when held kkas^ or managed by the Government officers direct. But although in these respects the 
Zainindar appe irs to be H repre*<entative of the state, employed to realise and transfer to the public treasure 
nine-tenths of the revenue, and to he nominated or removed at pleasure; yet the practice of hereditary succes¬ 
sion, and the right to mortgage and sell, parto k more of the tenure of ow-nership, and extensive tracts came to 
he held by succ-^ssive generations of the same family, through more or less- protracted peiiods, iu some 
instances, apparently, from a date anterior to the fiscal regulations of the Mohammadaii governments : in the 
decline of the latter, also, many Zamindari.H which weie held originally under a special grant, were converted 
into hereditary proprietaries, and the Zamindars, appromiating by fraud or force very extensive districts, 
a-^sumed the sta'es ol chiefs and princes, and were sometimes poxverful enough to resist the authority’ and with- 
hold^the levenues ot the state. The question of right was, however, Bet ai rest in Bengal, Behar, and Orissa^ 
in 1793, by the terms of the perpetual settlement, which recognised Zamindars and independent Talnkdars as 
*’ actual proprietors, enjoying their estate.s in absolute Jownership as long as they paid the government revenue, 
or nine-tenths of the fixed nett proceeds (f the lands, and liable to dispossession in case of failure, by the sale 
of their lands at public auction. Ben. Reg. viii, 1793 ; iii. 1794; v. 1795 ; ii. xxvii. 1803. The same measure 
was subsequently adopted at Madras, and Zamindar.'* W’ere designated as pioprietors of land, along with other 
classes with whose riglits and recognition, as was afterwards explained, it was not intended to interfere. Mad. 
Reg. XXV. 1802; ii 1806 ; iv. 1822. In the Upper Provinces Zamindaris sometimes occur which are held by an 
individual in absolute proprietary right, the most common instances of such tenure being whore the right has 
been acquired by purchase, and especially where this has been efi'ected at public sale for arrears of revenue ; but 
the more usual form of Zamindari tenure is where the lands are held by a number of coparceners, thence termed 
Mafassal or village Zamindars, who hold and manage the village land in common: the rents paid by the cultivators, 
whether those cultivators be the proprietors themselves or tenants holding under them, together with all other 
profits from the estate, are thrown into a common stock, and, after deduction of the government demand, and 
other expenses, the balance is divided amongst the proprietors according to a fixed law. Ben. Reg. ii. 1796, Ac. 
From the circumstance of one of the number of such coparceners representing the whole, as responsible for the 
government revenue, the designation has been given to him especially of Zamindar, or Malik-zamindar, but he 
id a Zamindar only by virtue of the share or shares he holds in tlie joint proprietary ; the designation of Sadr 
or Pargana-Zamindar^ denotes merely a Zamindar, or Talukdar, in the sense of an individual proprietor. In 
the Maratha provinces the term Zamindar was applied indiscriminately to the Lical hereditary revenue officers, 
whether of the districts, as Deshmu-kh, hes^undt, and others, or of the villages, as the Patil^ Chaughalut and 
JCuiikArani, 
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“ Qualifcr soever ; or from any Servant, Agent, or Council of any King, Prince, 

*■ Vizier Monsubdar, Nabob, Dewan, Pouzdar, or Jeminder, exceeding the Value 
“ or Amount specified, in the Covenants with the said United Company ; and the 
“ said Uobei't Lord doth further covenant and agree, that no other Emolu- 
“ ment or Advantage whatsoever (excepting as herein excepted) shall in any 
“ wise howsoever, directly or indirectly,arise or accrue to him, his Heirs, Execu* 

“ tors, or Administrators, or to any other Person whatsoever, through Favourer 
“ Friendship, either from bis office, or for or by Reason or Means of the Influ- 
“ ence or Authority he may have as President and Governor, nor will he the said 
“ Itobert Lord Clive receive, or knowingly permit any other Person to receive, any 
“Fee, Gratuity, or Advantage, from the Disposal of any Place, Employment, or 
“ Office, to any European, or any other Person whatever, in or out of the Com- 
pany’s service: And in order to a Discovery to, and Satisfaction for, any Actings, 

“ or Doings of tlie said Robert Lord Clive, or Breach of any Covenant, Clause, 

“ Article, or Agreement, herein contained, contrary to the true Intent and mean- 
“ ing hereof; it is hereby agreed, that it shall and may be lawful to and for the 
“ said United Company, and their Successors, to exhibit or hie any Bill or Bills 
“ of Complaint of Discovery in His Majesty’s Court of Chancery or Exchequer, 
“ at Westminster, or by three or more of the Council at Fort William, for the 
‘‘Time being, on Behalf of the said United Company, in the honourable the 
“ Mayor’s Court, for the Town of Calcutta at Fort William aforesaid, or by 
“ any other Person or Persons whatsoever, against him the said Robert Lord 
“ Clicf, his Executors, and Administrators; whereunto the said Robert Lord 
“ Clive doth lierehy agree, that he will not demur nor plead in Bar of the Dis* 
“ covery or Relief sought hy such Bill or Bills that hereby he is, may, or shall 
“ l)eoome liable to any Penalty or Forfeiture, by Force of any Law or Statute, 
‘‘Bond, Covenant, Agreement, or otherwise, howsoever; but shall make and 
“ put in a full and perfect Answer and Answers to all the Parts thereof, and 
“ shall not, in such Answer or Answers, insist upon any Penalty, Forfeiture, 
“ Law, or Statute, Boud, Covenant, or Agreement; or alledge any matter wbatso- 
‘‘ever, whereby to prevent, bar, or preclude the said Company, or any other 
‘ ‘ Person or Persons, from the Discovery or Relief sought, or to be sought by 
such Bill or Bills as aforesaid. And for the true, full, and faithful Perform- 
‘‘an^e of every Article, Clause, Promise, Covenant, and Agreement, herein 
‘‘contained and the true Intent and Meaning thereof, on the Part and Behalf of 
“ the said Robert Lord Olive, he the said Robert Lord Clive doth hereby bind 
“ and oblige himself, his Heirs, Executors, and Administrators, unto the said 
“United Company and their Successors in the Penal Sum of £150,000 of lawful 
“ Money of Great Britain, to be recovered, in case the said Robert Lord Cliv^^ 
“ shall act contrary to the true Intent and Meaning of these Presents; One thir^ 
“ Part of the said Sum of One hundred and Fifty thousand Pounds Sterling to bj. 
“ paid and payable unto such Person or Persons as shall sue for the same, afte, 
“Information and full Proof shall be made thereof in the Court of Chanceryf 
“Exchequer, or the Mayors Court at Calcutta, or before the Court of Directors o^ 
“ the said United Company and their Successors, or before the Council of For 
“ Willi aforesaid; and the remaining Two-third Parts thereof shall be paid to, 
“ and for the Use of, the said United Company and their Successors. In B itness 
“ whereof the President and Council of Port William, in Behalf of the s aid 
“ United East India Company, have hereunto set their Hands, and the Seal 
** of the said Company, on the one Part, and the said Robert Lord Cltve has set 
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“his Hand and Seal on the other Part, this Pirst Day of October, in the Year 
“ of our Lord One thousand Seven hundred and Sixty-six. 


(Sd.) 



“ Signed, sealed, and delivered 
“ in Calcutta, the Day and Year above 
“written (where no Stamped Paper 
“ is to he had) in the Presence of us, 

“ OLIVE. 


cc 

c< 


ALEXANDER CAMPBELL, 
HENRY STRACHEY, 

W” WYNNE. / 
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“ H. VERELST, 
“RAND«- MARRIOTT, 
“ H. WATTS, 

“CLAUD RUSSELL, 
“THO. RUM BOLD, 

“ AW'- ALDERS 15Y, 
“THO«- KELSALL, 
“CHA* FLOYER.” 

“ JOHN CARNAC. 


No. 27. 

And at the same Time he the said Robert Lord Olixie produced a certain 
Affidavit, or Oath, in Writing, annexed to the before-mentioned Deed or 
Writing which is contained in the following Words; (that is to say) 

In the honourable the Mayor’s Court, for the Town of Calcutta, in Rengal, 

“ I Robert Lord Clive, President and Governor of Fort William, in the 
“ Kingdom of Bengal, in the East Indies, do voluntarily of my own free Will 
“ and Accord, most solemnly and sincerely swear, testify, and depose, in the pres- 
“ ence of Almighty God, that I will not from this Time forward, during my 
“ Continuance as President or Governor of Fort William, directly or indirectly, 
“ carry on, use, or exercise, any Trade or Commerce in the Way of a Merchant; 
“ or otherwise traffic, adventure, or trade, in any Commodities whatsoever, at, 
“ to, in, or from, the East Indies, China, Persia, or Mocha, or any Part thereof, 
“ or elsewhere, between the Cape of Good Hope, and the Straits of Magellan, 
either on my own account, or in Company with, or on Account of, any other 
“ Person or Persons, in any Article of Merchandize whatsoever (save and except 
“ for the Benefit of the English East India Company, and except in such Goods 
“ and Merchandize as shall be remaining on hand, and unsold, at the Time I 
“ commenced President and Governor of Fort William, emd wherein I now have 
“ any Share or Interest, which only I shall or may sell, or dispose of, or give 
“ Commissions or Directions for the selling the same; and further, save and 
«* except, and it is the true Intent and Meaning hereof, that nothing herein 
contained shall extend, or be construed to extend, to prevent, preclude, or 
hinder, me from purchasing Diamonds, or other precious Stones, provided I 
“ do not dispose of the same by way of Barter or Sale here, or in any other Part 
“ of the East Indies, or from sending or remitting my Estate and Fortune to 
* England by Bills, or in any other Shape whatsoever) and that I will not, 
“ directly or indirectly, from henceforward, during my Continuance as Presi- 
dent or Governor of Fort William, advance, lend, or place out, nor wittingly 
“or willingly permit or suffer any other Person or Persons in my Name, or to my 
“Use, to advance, lend, or place out, any Sum or Sums of Money, at any Rate, 
“ Premium, or Interest, exceeding 10 per Cent, per Annum, so that the least 
“ Interest, Share, Portion, Dividend, or any other Profit, Advantage, or Emolu. 
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** ment, whatsoever, shall in respect thereof, exceeding the Premium or Interest 
** of 10 per Cent, per Annum above-mentioned, arise or acrue unto me, my 
“ Heirs, Executors, or Administrators, or unto any other Person or Persons 
“ whatsoever, through Friendship, Favour, or Influence exerted by me in their 
“ Behalf, contrary to the true Intent and Spirit of this Oath. 

“ And I do most solemnly swear, that I will not, upon and Account or 
“ Pretence whatever, directly or indirectly, accept, take, or receive, nor know- 
“ ingly, wittingly, or willingly, suffer or permit to be accepted, taken, or received 
“by any Person or Persons in Trust for me, my Heirs, Executors, or Adminis- 
“ trators, or for any other Person or Persons whatever, out of personal Friend- 
“ ship to them, or Regard to my own Interest, directly or indirectly, any Jewels, 
“ Effects, Sum or Sums of Money, wliether by Bonds, Bills, Notes, Obligations, or 
“ otherwise, or accept of, retain, or keep,any Fee, Gratuity, or Reward, in Jewels, 
“ Effects, Money or Obligations, or Promises, or Assurances of Money in Writing 
“ of any Nature or other Thing whatsoever, which has been heretofore deposited 
for Services promised to be performed, or Favours to be received, or which 
“shall hereafter be deposited, lent, received, or paid into my Hands or Custody, 
“ or to any other Persons in Trust for me, nor knowingly permit or suffer any 
“ other Person or Persons to receive, take, or accept of the same, or any Part 
“ thereof, by my Authority or Influence, from any King, Prince, Vizier, Mon- 
“subdar. Nabob, Dewan, Fouzdar, Jemindar, or from any other Person or 
“ Persons, natural-born Subjects of the East Indies, China, Persia, or Mocha, of 
“ what Degree, Nomination, or Quality soever, or from any Servant or Agent, or 
“ Council of any King, Prince, Vizier, Monsubdar, Nabob, Dewan, Fouzdar, or 
“ Jeminder, exceeding the Value or Amount specified in our Covenants with the 
“ said United Company; the full Intent and Meaning of this Oath being, and I do 
“ most solemnly swear, that my full and true Intent and Meaning is, that in Con- 
sideration of the Sum of One and One-eighth per Cent, upon the Revenues of 
“ Bengal, Bahar, and Oriasa (save and except the Revenues of the Lands, of 
“ the said United Company at Calcutta, Burdioan, Midnapore, and Chitta- 
** gong) to be paid to me in Monthly, Quarterly, or Yearly, Payments, during 
“the Time I shall continue to be President and Governor of Fort William, 
“and likewise in Consideration of my Salary, stated Allowances, and Commis- 
“ sion upon the Mint, Coral, and upon Freight Goods, and 10 per Cent. In- 
“terest or Premium upon any Sum or Sums of Money I shall or may here* 
“ after lend, advance, or place out at Interest as before-mentioned; no other 
“ Emolument or Advantage whatsoever, shall in anywise howsoever, directly or 
" indirectly, arise or accrue unto me, my Heirs, Executors, or Administrators, 
“ or to any other Person whatever, through Favour or Friendship from me, 
“ either from any OflSce, or for by or Reason or Means of the Influence and 
“Authority I may have as President and Governor of Fort William, 

“ I further swear, that I will not myself receive, or knowingly permit, any 
“ other Person to receive, any Pee, Gratuity, or Advantage, from the Disposal of 
“any Place, Employment, or Office, to any European or any other Person what- 
“ ever, in or out of the Company’s Service; and that I will notin any manner 
“ break through, or act in any respect, during the Time I shall continue to be 
“ President and Governor of Fort William, contrary to any Article, Covenant, 
“ Clause, Promise, and Agreement, contained in, or the true Intent and Mean- 
“ ing of, a certain Indenture, bearing Date this 1“ Day of October One thous- 
“and Seven hundred and Sixty-six, and made, or mentioned to be made, 
“between the said United Company of the one Part, and va.% Bobert hard. 
“ Clive on the other Part; but that I truly and faithfully perform the same. 

“ Sworn in open Court at Fort William “ So help me God.” 

“in Bengal the First Day of October, in 

“the sixth Year of the Reign of King “OLIVE.” 

“ George the Third. 

“ JOHN HOLME, Registerr 

Whereupon the said Deed, or Writing, was publicly, audibly, and distinct* 
ly, read over in the said Court, and immediately afterwards the said Affidavit, or 
Oath, in Writing, was also publicly, audibly, and distinctly, read over in the 

176 F. D. 
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said Court, and then and there duly taken, and sworn to, by him the said 
Eohert Lord Clive. 

I John Holmet Eegister of the honourable the Mayor’s Court at Calcutta, 
at Fort William, in Bengal, in the East Indies, do hereby certify and attest, 
that the aforegoing Writing is a true Copy of the Proceedings of tlie said 
Court, holden on Wednesday the day of October in the Year of our Lord 
One thousand Seven hundred and Sixty-six, to see the Right honourable 
Eohert Lord Clive, President or Governor of Fort William, in Bengal, afore¬ 
said, take an Oath, or make an Affidavit, in the said Court and execute a Deed 
or Covenant, in a large Penalty; which are expected and intended to be taken, 
or sworn to, and renewed, or executed, by all future Governors, or Presidents of 
Fort William in Bengal, aforesaid, and also of the said Deed and Oath, or 
Affidavit. 

In faith and Testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my Hand (and caused 
the Seal of the said Court to be put and affixed) this Twentieth Day of Octo¬ 
ber, in the Year of our Lord One thousand Seven hundred and Sixty-six. 


(Sd.) JOHN HOLME, Eegister. 


No. 28. 

At a Select Committee, the 16*’* J any. 1767. 

Peesent : 

The Right Honourable Lord CLIVE, FEESIDBNT, 

HARRY VERELST, Esquire. 

Brigadier-General CARNAC, 

FRANCIS SYKES, Esquire. 

The Right Honourable the President delivers in the following Letter. 

To—“HARRY VERELST, Esq'®., &c.. Members of the Select Committee. 
Gentlemen,— 

You are not unacquainted with the Solicitations I have had the Honour 
to receive from the Court of Directors, for my Continuance in this Govern¬ 
ment another Year, nor with the very severe fit of Sickness which obliged me 
to inform them, by the Crnttenden^ that I had no Prospect of recovering 
Health, or even of preserving Life, but by an immediate Embarkation for my 
Native Country. The Resolution to leave Bengal, which the Judgment of my 
Physician declares is still absolutely necessary I should maintain, would give 
me great Concern, were I not fully convinced that the Country remains in 
perfect Tranquillity; that the Prosperity of the Company’s Affairs here is fixed 
upon a solid, permanent Basis; and that the Gentlemen, to whose conduct they 
are entrusted (I mean particularly the Members of the Select Committee) will 
zealously unite to support that Plan of Government, which, by means of their 
unwearied Assistance, I have had the Honour to establish. I cannot omit this 
Opportunity to express the Satisfaction I feel in the Reflection, that I am 
succeeded in the high and important Office of Governor by Mr. Verelst ; my 
knowledge of him is not from the Information of others, but from my own 
Observation and Experience; and I am persuaded his utmost Endeavours will 
be used to prove himself, in every Respect, worthy the Trust reposed in biw 

The Court of Directors, in their Letter by the Mercury, seem to have left 
the Continuance or the abolishing of the Select Committee to my Determin- 
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ation, together with the forming such farther Regulations as I may judge most 
for the Interest of the Company after my Departure; but as I would not exert 
a Power which you may entertain a Doubt of my being properly authorised to 
assume, I request you will take into Consideration the Paragraphs relating 
thereto, and impartially declare your Sense of the Intentions of the Court of 
Directors on this Head. If you are of Opinion such Authority is lodged with 
me, the following are the Regulations which 1 propose to establish. 

The Expediency of the Measure being self-evident, I do not hesitate to 
pronounce that the Select Committee must be continued ; and I hope you will 
be convinced that, in the Nomination of the Members, I have not been guided 
by Priendship or Partiality, but by the real Merit and Abilities of Individuals; 
they are to stand as follows :— 

HARRY VERELST, Esquire, PRESIDENT, 

JOHN CARTIER, Esquire, 

COLONEL RICHARD SMITH, 

PRANCIS SYKES. Amy) 

Esquire. 

RICHARD BECHER j 

But as Mr. Becher cannot be expected to arrive in Bengal before the 
Month of July or August; as the present Situation of the Company’s Affairs 
require that a Select Committee should be continued without Recess or Proro¬ 
gation ; and as Colonel Smith and Mr. Sykes must frequently be absent on the 
Duties of their respective Appointments, so that only Messrs. Verelst and 
Cartier will remain at the Presidency, I nominate Claud Bussell, Esquire, in 
whose Abilities, Zeal for the Service, and Integrity, I have the greatest Confi¬ 
dence, to fill Mr. Becher^ Seat in Committee until his Arrival, and Alexander 
Campbell, Esquire, to have a Voice in the Absence of Mr. Sykes, or of any other 
Member. This last Nomination I think due to a Member of the Board acting 
as our Secretary, who has long acted as such at our particular Desire, and whose 
Knowledge of Political Affairs, necessarily acquired in that Station, must, upon 
many Occasions, prove very useful to the Committee. 

With respect to the Regulations of the Comraitee, I have only to add, 
that Mr. Verelst, the Governor, shall have Power, upon such Occasions as he 
shall Judge necessary, to recall to the Presidency, and to their Seats, any of 
the absent Members. If any objection be urged to the Continuation of 
Mr. Sykes, 1 answer, that his Situation of Resident at the Durbar, the perfect 
Knowledge he has acquired of the Revenues, and his extreme Attention, Pide~ 
lity, and Skill, in the Collections, make it requisite for the public Service that 
he should remain though absent, a Member of the Committee. 

Personal Merit will not effectually prevail, unless it receive the Sanction of 
ministerial Importance; and this Committee being justly considered as the 
Cabinet Council, wherein the most material political Affairs are proposed, 
digested, and determined upon, it follows that the Resident at the Durbar 
should be honoured with a Seat and a Vote, when public Affairs require his 
Presence in Calcutta. 

Justice to M. B. Cawn, the Naib Dewan, calls upon me to recommend 
him in the strongest Terms to the Protection of this Committee; his Diligence, 
Disinterestedness, and Abilities, exceed those of any other Mussulman, I have 
yet seen: To him chiefly may be attributed the perfect Knowledge we have 
acquired of the Revenues of Bengal and Bahar, and that the Collections are 
increased beyond what they ever before produced, without oppressing the In¬ 
habitants. Mr. Sykes, with whom he has co-operated with so much Zeal for the 
public Good, will, I am sure, justify my Recommendation, and confess that 
his Merit and Services entitle him justly to our Regard. 

It will not, I presume, be improper in this Place to observe, that you 
ought not to be very desirous of increasing the Revenues, especially where it 
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can only be efiPected by oppressing the Landholders and Tenants; so long as the 
Country remains in Peace, the Collections will exceed- the Daniands. If you 
increase the former, a large Sum of Money will either lay dead in the Treasury 
or be sent out of the Country, and much Inconvenience arise in the Space of a 
few Years. Every Nation trading to the East Indies have usually imported 
Silver for a Return in Commodities The Acquisition of the Dewannee has 
rendered this mode of Traffic no longer necessary for the English Company. 
Our Investments may be furnished, our Expences, Civil and Military, paid, and 
a large Quantity of Bullion be annually sent to China, though we import not 
a single Dollar, an Increase of Revenue therefore, unless you can in Proportion 
increase your Investments, can answer no good Purpose, but may in the End 
prove extremely pernicious, inasmuch as it may drain Bengal of its Silver; and 
you will undoubtedly consider that the exportation of Silver beyond the Quan¬ 
tity imported is an Evil, wliich though slow, and perhaps remote in its Conse¬ 
quences, will nevertheless be fatal to the India Company, This point therefore 
1 leave to your constant Vigilance and Deliberation. 

To what I have urged in general upon the Subject of Regulations, I beg 
leave to add a few Words in relation to one particular Point. All the Com¬ 
pany’s Servants at the Aurungs, all those at the Out Factories, except such as 
are fixed at the Subordinates, and are necessai*ily employed in the Silk Business, 
all Free Merchants, must be recalled, and their Place of Residence confined to 
Calcutta ; Orders for this Purpose have already been issued, and the Time for 
their being obeyed is limited ; herein no Consideration whatsoever, scarcely 
Humanity itself, except in any very extraordinary Instance, should tempt you 
to relax; for be assured, until these Regulations take place, the Company cannot 
be properly said to enjoy their just Rights and Privileges, nor the Natives to be 
Masters of their own Property. 

We have received Orders from the Court of Directors to abolish the Salt 
Trade; these Orders must be punctually obeyed. But as I am of Opinion that 
the Trade upon its present Footing is rather beneficial than injurious to the 
Inhabitants of the Country, and that a Continuation of this Indulgence, or some 
other Equivalent, is become absolutely necessary, and would be an honourable 
Incitement to Diligence and Zeal in the Company’s Service, I flatter myself 
the Court of Directors may be induced to settle some Plan that will prove 
agreeable to your Wishes. 

(Sd.) CLIVE. 

The Select Committee observing, with the utmost Concern, the Effects this 
Climate upon his Lordship’s Constitution, and the Impo.ssibility of his remain¬ 
ing longer in the Country without imminent Danger of his Life; 

Agreed, That we take into Consideration the Powers delegated by the 
honourable Court of Directors to his LordsUipi as far as they may relate to the 
continuing, abolishing, or regulating, the Select Committee at his Departure. 

Accordingly the following Paragraphs of the honourable Company’s In¬ 
structions to the President and Council, under Date the I?**" May 1766, were 
read. —“ The Powers of the Committee are to remain in full Force during Lord 
Clite*s Continuance in Bengal, but the Committee shall not be continued after 
his Departure, unless he shall judge it for the Interest and Benefit of the Com¬ 
pany and farther, that, “ as in the Course of the important Affairs which now 
come under Cognizance of the Committee, many unforeseen Accidents may 
arise—Lord shall therefore hare Permission, on his Departure from Bengal 

to 2 S|ake such Regulations in the Powers of the Committee, as he shall judge 
most for the Interest of the Company.” 

It appearing to the Committee, from the express Terms and Meaning of 
the above Paragraphs, that the honourable Court of Directors have vested Lord 
Clive with full Authority either to abolish the Select Committee entirely, or at 
his Departure to continue it under such Regulations as he may think most 
conducive to the Service: 

It also appearing to them of the last Importance to the honurable Com¬ 
pany’s A ffairs, that the public Business should be conducted by the Council and 
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the Committee, in the Manner specified in our Proceedings the 21st December 
1766: 

And it being likewise the unanimous Opinion of this Committee, That his 
Lordship has made a just and proper Selection of the Members who are to 
compose the future Committee : 

Resolved, That after Lord Clive's and General Carnac’s Departure, the 
Select Committee shall consist of Five Members, agreeably to the honourable 
Company’s Orders, contained in Paragraph 39 of the abovementioned Letter; 
and that the Members shall be the following Gentlemen, to stand in the order 
in which they are mentioned, viz .:— 

HARRY VERELST, E Squibb, PRESIDENT. 

JOHN CARTIER. 

COLONEL RICHARD SMITH, 

FRANCIS SYKES, and) 

f Esquiees. 

RICHARD BECHER ) 

Resolved accordingly. That Mr. Cartier shall be immediately called down 
from Dacca, to take his Seat at the Board, on the Departure of Lord Clive and 
General Carnac, 

Resolved also, for the Reasons assigned in his Lordship’s Letter, That 
Claud Russell, Esquire, shall fill Mr. Becker's Seat in Committee, until that 
Gentleman’s Arrival; and that Alexander Campbell, Esquire shall have a 
Voice in Committee in the Absence of Mr. Sykes, or of any other Member. 

These Appointments, as they are made without Friendship or Partiality to 
Individuals, we doubt not, will meet with the Approbation of our honourable 
Employers, and fully answer the Sentiments which we entertain of the Zeal and 
Abilities of the several Gentlemen, to promote the Good of the Service, and 
Welfare of the Public. 

And lastly, That the Governor shall have Power, upon such Occasions a® 
he may judge necessary, to recall to the Presidency, and to their Seats, any of 
the absent Members of the Committee. 

It being of the utmost Importance to the Company’s Affairs, that Men of 
Experience, of Abilities, and of Integrity, should alone be admitted to Seats in 
the Council; and the Committee observing, with the deepest Regret, the Un¬ 
fitness of some, and the Youth of others, who stand next in Succession; it is 
hereby resolved. That no Vacancies which may arise at the Council Board, shall 
be filled up, until the further Pleasure of the Court of Directors be known. 

The honourable Court of Directors having, in their Letter to the Select 
Committee, absolutely prohibited the Inland Trade in Salt, Beetle Nut, and 
Tobacco in any Shape, and upon any Plan, whatsoever. 

Resolved, That the Society of Trade shall be abolished, and the Inland 
Trade totally relinquished, on the 1st Day of September next; but that we 
fully express our Sentiments, in our next Advices to the Company, respecting 
the Advantages which would result to the Service, and to the Country, from 
the Continuance of this Trade under the present Restrictions. 

The Right honourable the President having, conformably to his restrictive 
Oath, relinquished the Five Shares to which he is entitled in the Capital Stock 
of the Society of Trade, as well as every other Commei’clal Benefit and 
Advantage. 

Resolved, That we assign to his Lordship, as an Equivalent for the same, 
a Commission of l-8th upon the Revenues of Bengal and Bahar, Payment 
to commence from the T* Day of September last, and to continue until the 1“‘ 
Day of September ensuing: And as Mr. Verelst will have charge of the Gov¬ 
ernment for several Months after his Lordship’s Departure, without any 
established Fund for maintaining the Expeuce and Dignity of his Station, 

176 F. D. 
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Resolved, That Mr. yereht shall, in like Manner, draw the Commission of 
One l"8th upon the Revenues of Bengal and Bahar, until the Month of Sep¬ 
tember after he shall have resigned the Government. 

(Sd.) CLIVE, 

H. VERELST, 

JOHN CARNAC, 
ERANCIS SYKES. 

No. 29. 

Mayor’s Court at Calcutta^ at Fort William, in Bengal. 

At a Court held on Tuesday the Seventeenth Day of February, in the Seventh 
Year of the Reign of our Sovereign Lord George the Third, by tbe Grace 
of God, of Great Britain, Franne, and Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith, 
and so forth; and in the Year of our Lord One thousand Seven hundred and 
Sixty-seven; 

PBFSHNT, 

THOMAS WOODWARD, Esquire, MAYOR. 

/CORNELIUS GOODWIN,\ 

DAVID KILLICAN, 

MATTHEW MILLER, 

THOMAS FRENCH, 

Messieurs . ALDERNBN. 

GEORGE LEAR, 

JOSEPH JEKYLL, 

WILLIAM BOLTS, 

'JOHN REED, ^ 

This being the Day appointed for the honourable Marry Verelst, Esquire, 
who now is Governor or President of Fort William in Bengal aforesaid, to 
take an Oath, or make an Affidavit in the said Court, and execute a Deed or 
Covenant, in a large Penalty ; wliich are expected and intended to be taken or 
sworn to, and renewed or executed by all future Governors or Presidents of 
Fort William in Bengal aforesaid. 

The said honourable Barry Vereht, Esquire, appeared in the said Court, 
attended by Colonel Richard Smith, Claud Russell, William Aldersey, Tho¬ 
mas Kelsdll, Charles Floyer, and A lexander Campbell, Esquires, and other 
covenanted Servants of the honourable Company of Merchants of England, 
trading to the East Indies, and other principal Inhabitants of Calcutta afore¬ 
said, and then and there produced a certain Deed or Writing, which is con¬ 
tained in the following words ; (that is to say); 

" This Indenture, made the Seventeenth Day of February in the Seventh 
“ Year of the Reign of our Sovereign Lord George the Third, by the Grace of 
“ God, of Great Britain, France, and Ireland King, Defender of the Faith, 
&o. and in the Year of our Lord One thousand ^ven hundred and Sixty- 
“ seven. ” 

” Between the united Company of Merchants of England, trading to the 
“ East Indies, on the one Part; and Barry Verelst, Esquire, President and 
“ Governor of Fort William, in the Kingdom of Bengal, on the other; Wit- 
** nesseth. That, in consideration of the said Harry Verelst’s being President 



16 


“ and Governor of Fort William, and in Consideration of the several Sum and 
** Sums of Money to be received by him the said Harry VereUt in manner 
“ following; (that is to say) The sum of One and 1-8 per Cent, upon the 
“Revenues of Bengal, Bahar and Orixa (save and except the revenues 
“ of the Lands of the said United Company at Calcutta, Burdwan, 
“ Midnapore, and Chittagong) to be paid unto him in Monthly, Quarterly, or 
“ Yearly, Payments during the Time he shall continue to be President and 
“ Governor of Fort William aforesaid, and also in consideration of his Salary, 
"stated Allowances, and Commission upon the Mint, Coral and upon Preight 
“Goods, the said Harry VereUt doth hereby for himself, his Heirs Executors 
“ and Administrators, covenant, promise,and agree to and with the said United 
“ Company, and their Successors, that the said Harry Verelsi during the time 
“ he shall continue to be President and Governor of Fort William afore- 
“ said, shall not, directly nor indirectly, upon any Pretence or Pretext what- 
“ soever, carry on, use, or exercise any Trade or Commerce in the way of a Mer- 
“ chant or otherwise traffic, adventure, or trade in any Commodities what- 
“ soever, at, to, in, or from, the Bad Indies, Chit a, Persia, or Mocha, or in any 
“ Part thereof, or elsewhere, betw'een the Cape of Good Hope and the Straits of 
“ Magellan (either on his own account, or in Company with, or for, or on Account 
“ of, any other person, or persons, in any article of merchandize whatsoever) 

“ save and except for the benefit of the English East India Company, and 
“except in such goods, concerns, and merchandize as shall be commenced 
“ remaining in hand and unsold, at the Time he, the said Marry Verelsf, eom- 
“menced President and Governor of Fort William, and wherein he now hatli 
“any Share or Interest, which only he shall or may sell, barter, or dispose of, or 
“ give Commissions or Directions for selling, bartering, or disposing of the 
“ same, for the Conclusion of the said Concerns. And further save and except, 

“ and it is the true Intent and Meaning hereof, that nothing herein contained 
“ shall extend, or be constraed to extend, to prevent, preclude, or binder, him, 

“ the said Harry VereUt, from purchasing Diamonds, or other precious Stones 
“ (provided he does not dispose of the same by way of Barter or Sale here, or 
“ in any other Part of the East Indies, or from sending or remitting his Estate 
“ and Fortune to England by Bills, or in any other Shape whatsoever) nor barter, 

“ sell, or exchange, any Kind of Goods, Wares, or Merchandize, nor accept from, 

“ nor give to, any Person, or Persons Commissions for managing or transacting 
“ Business or Affairs of Merchandize (except as before is excepted); And the said 
** Marry VereUt doth hereby further covenant, promise, and agree, to and 
“ with the said United Company, and their Successoi’s, that the said Marry 
“ VereUt shall not nor will himself, nor shall wittingly or willingly permit or 
“ suffer any other Person in bis Name, or to his Use, to advance, lend, or place 
“out, any Sum or Sums of Money, at a greater Bate, Premium, or Interest 
“ than 12 per cent, per Annum; so that the least Interest, Share, Portion, or 
“ Dividend, or any other Profit, Advantage, or Emolument whatsoever, shall, in 
“respect thereof, exceeding the said Premium or Interest,of 12 per cent, per 
“ Annum, as aforesaid, arise or accrue unto him, the said Harry VereUt his 
“ Heirs, Executors or Administrators, Contrary to the true Interest and Spirit 
“ of the Oath hereunto annexed. And the said Marry VereUt doth hereby 
“ further Covenant and agree, that he shall not, nor will, upon any Account or 
“Pretence whatsoever, directly or indirectly, accept, take or receive, nor know- 
“ingly, wittingly, or willingly, suffer or permit to be accepted, taken, or 
“ received, by any Person or Persons for bis Use, or in Trust for him, his Heirs, 

“ Executors and Administrators or for any other Person or Persons whatsoever, 

“ out of personal Friendship to them, or Regard to his own Interest, directly or 
“indirectly, any Jewels, Effects, Sum or Sums of Money, whether by Bonds, 
“Bills, Notes, Obligations, Promises or Assurances of Money, in Writing of any 
“Nature, or other Thing whatsoever, which has been heretofore deposited for Ser- 
** vices promised to be performed, or Favours to be received, or which shall here- 
“ after be deposited, lent, received, or paid into his Hands or Custody, or into the 
“ Hands or Custody of any other Person or Persons in Trust for him, nor 
“ knowingly permit or suffer any other Person or Persons to receive, take, or 
“accept of the same, or any Part thereof, by his Authority or Influence, from 
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*‘any King, Prince, Vizier, Monsubdar, Nabob, Dewan, Fousdar, Jemindar, or 
“ from any other Person or Persons, natural-born Subjects of the Ead Indies, 
“ China, Persia, or Mosha, of what Degree, Nomination, or Quality soever, or 
“ from any Servant, Agent, or Council of any King, Prince, Vizier, Monsub- 
“ dar, Nabob, Dewan, Fousdar, or Jemindar, exceeding the Value or Amount 
“ specified in the Covenants with the said United Company; and the said 
“ Harry Verelst doth further covenant and agree, that no other Emolument or 
“ Advantage whatsoever (excepting as herein excepted) shall in anywise how- 
“ soever, directly or indirectly, arise or accrue to him, his Heirs, Executors, or 
“ Administrators; nor will he, tlie said Marry Verelst, receive, or knowingly 
“ permit any other Person to receive, any Fee, Gratuity, or Advantage from 
“the Disposal of any Place, Employment, or Office, to any European or any 
“ other Person whatever, in or out of the Company’s Service, except what has 
“been, or shall be, established or approved of by the honourable the Court of 
“ Directors, or by the President and Council for the Time being. And in order 
“ to a Discovery to, and Satisfaction for, any Actings or Doings of the said 
“ Harry Verelst, or Breach of any Covenant, Clause, Article, or Agreement, 
“ herein contained, contrary to the true Intent and Meaning hereof, it is 
“hereby agreed, that it shall and may be lawful to and for the said United 
“ Company, and their Successors, to exhibit, or file, any Bill or Bills of Com- 
“ plaint of Discovery in His Majesty’s Court of Chancery, or Exchequer, at 
“ Westminster, or by Three or more of the Council at Fort William for the 
“ rime being, on Behalf of the said United Company, in the honourable the 
“ Mayor’s Court for the Town of Calcutta, at Fort William aforesaid, or by 
“ any other Person or Persons whatsoever, against him the said Harry Verelst 
“ his Executors and Administrators, whereunto the said Harry Verelst doth. 
“ hereby agree, that he will not demur, nor plead in bar of the Discovery or 
“Relief sought by such Bill or Bills that hereby he is, may, or shall, become 
“ liable to any Penalty or Forfeiture, by Force of any Law or Statute, Bond, 
“ Covenant, Agreement, or otherwise howsoever, but shall make and put in a 
“ full and perfect Answer and Answers to all the Parts thereof ; and shall not in 
“such Answer or Answers insist upon any Penalty, Forfeiture, Law, or 
“ Statute, Bond, Covenant, or Agreement, or alledge any Matter whatsoever, 
“ whereby to prevent, bar, or preclude the said Company, or any other Person 
“ or Pei’sons, from the Discovery or Relief, sought, or to be sought, by such 
“ Bill or Bills, as aforesaid. And, for the true, full, and faithful Performance 
“of every Ai’ticle, Clause, Promise, Covenant, and Agreement, herein contained 
“ and the true Intent and Meaning thereof, on the Part and Behalf of the said 
“ Barry Verelst, he, the said Barry Verelst, doth hereby bind and oblige 
“ himself, his Heirs, Executors and Administrators, unto the said United 
“ Company and their Successors, in the penal Sura of One hundred and Fifty 
“ thousand Pounds of lawful Money of Great Britain, to be recovered in case 
“ the said Harry Vet elst shall act contrary to the true Intent and Meaning of 
“ these Presents; One-third Part of the said Sum of One hundred and Fifty 
“ thousand Pounds Sterling to be paid, and be payable, to such Person or 
“ Persons as shall sue for the same, after Information and full Proof shall be 
“ made thereof in the Court of Chancery, Exchequer, or the Mayor’s Court at 
“ Calcutta, or before the Court of Directors of the said United Company, and 
“ their Successors, or before the Council of Fort William aforesaid; and the 
“ remaining Two-third Parts thereof shall be paid to and for the Use of the 
“ said United Company and their Successors. 

“ In Witness whereof, the President and Council of Fort William, in 
“Behalf of the said United East India Company, have hereunto set th?ir 
“ Hands, and the Seal of the said Company, on the one Part; and the said 
“ Harry Verelst has set his Hand and Seal, on the other Part j this Seven- 
“teenth Day of February, in the year of our Lord One thousand Seven 
“ hundred and Sixty-seven. Provided always, and it is hereby understood and 
“ provided, That if any Orders or Directions should arrive from the honourable 
“ the Court of Directors, relative to any Appointments for the Support, Main- 
“tenance, and Emoluments of the President and Governor of Fort William, 

“ which the said President may prefer to the Considerations specified in this 
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“ Indenture, and the Oath annexed; that then, and in this Case, the above 
Indenture, and the Oath annexed, shall be void and of no Effect. 


(Sd.) H. VEEEL8T. 



“ Signed, sealed, and delivered, in Calcutta, the "Day and Year above written, 
“(where no Stamped Paper is to be had) in the Presence oP us 

H. VERELST. 


“ SIMEON DROZ. 

“W“ WYNNE. 

“ GER»- GUS*- DUOAREL. 



RICH” SMITH. 
CLAUD RUSSELL. 
W“ ALDERSEY. 
THO"- KELSALL. 
CHARLES FLOYER. 


ALE* CAMPBELL.” 


At which Time it was declared by the said Barry Verelat, on his Part, and 
the President and Council then present, on the Behalf of the honourable JEast 
India Company, that though no Time is mentioned in the said Indenture for 
filing a Bill of Discovery, or commencing any other Prosecution against the 
said Marry VerHst for Breach of any of the Covenants therein containe, syetit 
is intended and understood, and hereby declared and agreed, by the said President, 
and Council, and it is the true Intent and Meaning of the said Deed, that no such 
Bill shall be filed, or Prosecution commenced, against the said Barry Verelat 
for the Purposes aforesaid, unless the same shall be filed or commenced within 
Three Years next after the said Marry Verelst shall resign or quit the Presidency 
of Fort William in Bengal aforesaid. And at the said Time he the said Marry 
Verelst produced a certain Affidavit or Oath, in Writing, annexed to the before- 
mentioned Deed or Writing; which is contained in the following Words; 
(that is to say) 

“I Marry Verelst, President and Governor of Fort William, in theKing- 
“dom of Bengal, in the East Indies, do voluntarily of my own free Will and 
“Accord, most solemnly and sincerely swear, testify, and depose, in the 
“ Presence of Almighty God, That I will not, from this time forward, during 
“my Continuance as President or Governor of Fort William, directly or 
“ indirectly, carry on, use, or exercise, any Trade or Commerce in the way of a 
“ Merchant; or otherwise traffic, adventure, or trade, in any Commodities 
“ whatsoever, at, to, in, or from, the East Indies, China, Persia, or Mocha, or 
“ in any Part thereof, or elsewhere, between the Cape of Oood Mope and the 
“ Straits of Magellan, either on my own Account, or in Company with, or on 
** Account of, any other Person or Persons, in any Article of Merchandize 
“ whatsoever, save and except for the Benefit of the English East India Com- 
“ pany, and except in such Goods, Concerns, and Merchandizes, as shall be 
“ remaining in hand and unsold at the Time I commenced President and Go- 
“ vernor of Fort William, and wherein I now have any Share or Interest, which, 
“ only I shall or may sell, barter or dispose of or give Commissions or Direc- 
" tions for the selling, bartering or disposing of the same for the Conclusion 
“ of the said Concerns. And further, save and except, and it is the true Intent 
“and Meaning, hereof, that nothing herein contained shall extend, or be 
“construed to extend, to prevent, preclude, or hinder, me from purchasing 
“ Diamonds, or other precious Stones, provided I do not dispose of the 
“ same hy way of Barter or Sale here or in any other Part of the East 
“ Indies, or from sending or remitting my Estate and Fortune to England 
“ hy Bills, or in any other Shape whatsoever: ^ And that I^ will not, 
“ directly, or indirectly, from henceforward, during my Continuance as 
“ President or Governor of Fort William ; advance, lend, or place out, nor 
“ wittingly or willingly permit or suffer any other Person or Persons, in 
“my Name, or to my Uses, to advance, lend, or place out, any Sum or Sums 
“ of Money, at any Rate, Premium, or Interest, exceeding Twelve per Cent, 
“per Annum, so that the least Interest,"Share, Portion, Dividend, or any other 
** Profit, Advantage, or Emolument whatsoever, shall, in respect thereof, exceed- 

176 F. D. 
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“ ing the Fremium or Interest of Twelve per Cent, per Annum above-men- 
“ tionccl, arise or accrue unto me, my Heirs, Executors or Administrators, 
“contrary to the true Intent and Spirit of this Oath : And I do most solemnly 
“ swear. That I will not, upon any Account or Pretence w’hatever, directly or 
“ indirectly, accept, take, or receive, nor knowingly, wittingly or willingly, 
“ suffer or permit to be accepted, taken or received, by any Person or Persons 
“ in Trust for me, my Heirs, Executors or Administrators, or for any other 
“ Person or Persons whatever, out of personal Eriendsliip to them, or Eegard 
“ to my own Interest, directly or indirectly, any Jewels Effects, Sum or 
“ Sums of Money, wdietber by Bonds, Bills, Notes, Obligations, or Pro- 
raises, or Assurances of Money, in Writing of any Nature or other Thing 
“ whatsoever, which has been iieretofore deposited for Services promised to be 
“ performed, or Favours to be received, or which shall hereafter be deposited, 
“ lent, received, or paid into my Hands or Custody, or to any other Persons in 
“ Trust for me ; nor knowingly permit or suffer any other Person or Persons 
“ to receive, take, or accept of the same, or any Part thereof, by my Authority 
“ or Influence, from any King, Prince, Vizier, Monsubdar, Nabob, Dowan, 
“Fousdav, Jemindar, or from any other Person or Persons, natural-born 
“ subjects of the Bast Indies, China, Persia, or Moeha, of what Degree, Nomi- 
“ nation or Quality soever, or from any Servant, Agent, or Council, of any King, 
“ Prince Vizier, Monsubdar, Nabob, Dewan, Fousdar or Jemindar, exceeding the 
“ Value or Amount specified in our Covenants with the said United Company : 
“ The full Intent and Meaning of this Oath being, and I do most solemnly 
“swear. That my full and true Intent and Meaning is, that in Consideration of 
“the Sum of One and One Eight per Cent, upon the Revenues of Bengal, Ba- 
har, and Orixa, (save and except the Revenues of the Lands of the said United 
“ Company at Calcittia, Burdioan, 3Iidnapore, and Chittagong) to be paid to 
“me in Monthly, Quarterly, or Yearly, Payments, during the Time I shall con- 
“ tinue to be President and Governor of Fort William : And likewise in Con- 
“ sideration of my Salary, state Allowance, and Commission upon the Mint, 
“ Coral, and upon Freight Goods, and Twelve per Cent. Interest or Premium 
“ upon any Sum or Sums of Money I shall or may hereafter lend, advance, or 
“ place out at Interest as before-mentioned, no other Emolument or Advantage 
“ whatsoever shall, in anywise however, directly or indirectly, arise or accrue unto 
“ me, my Heirs, Executors, or Administrators, during the Time I remain Pre- 
“ sident and Governor of Fort William, without the Consent and Approbation 
“of the honourable the Court of Directors, or the President and Council for the 
“ Time being, I further swear. That I will not myself receive, or knowingly per- 
“ mit any other Person to receive, any Pee, Gratuity, or Advantage, from the 
“Disposal of any Place, Employment, or Office, to any European, or any other 
“Person w^hatever, in or out of the Company’s Service, exce2>t what has been or 
“shall be established or approved of by the honourable the Court of Directors, or 
by the President and Council for the Time being; and that I tvill not in any 
“ Manner break through or act in any Respect, during the Time I shall continue 
“ to ho President and Governor of Fori William, contrary to any Article, Cove- 
“ nant. Clause, Promise, and Agreement, contained in, or the true Intent and 
“ Meaning of, a certain Indenture bearing Date this Seventeenth Day of Febru- 
“ ary. One thousand Seven hundred and Sixty-seven, and made or mentioned to 
“be made, between the said United Company of the one Part, and me Harry 
“ Verelst on the other Part; but that I will truly and faithfully perform the same; 
“ Provided always, and it is hereby understood and provided. That, if any Orders 
“ or Directions should arrive from the honourable the Court of Directors, relative 
“to any Appointments for the Support, Maintenance, and Emoluments of the 
“ President and Governor of Fort William, which the said President may prefer 
“ to the Considerations specified in this Oath, that then, and in this Case, the 
“above Oath and Indenture shall be void and of no effect.” 

“ So help me God. 

“(Sd.) H. VERELST.’* 

“ Sworn in Court this Seventeenth Day 
“ of February, in the Year of Our Lord One 
“ thousand Seven hundred and Sixty-seven. 

“(Sd.) J. HOLME, 

Register.** 
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Whereupon the said Deed or Writing was publicly, audibly, and distinctly, 
read over in the said Court; and immediately afterwards the said Affidavit or 
Oath, in Writing, was also publicly, audibly, and distinctly, read over in the 
said Court, and then and there duly taken and sworn to by him the said Harry 
VereUt. 

I Johu Holme, Register of the honourable the Mayor’s Court at Calcutta, 
at Fort William in Bengal in the East Indies, do hereby certify and attest. That 
the aforegoing Writing is a true Copy of the Proceedings of the said Court, 
holden on Tuesday the Seventeenth Day of February in the Tear of our Lord 
One thousand Seven hundred and Sixty-seven, to see the honourable Harry 
Verelst, Esquire, President or Governor of Fort William in Bengal aforesaid, 
take on Oath, or make an Affidavit in the said Court, and execute a Deed or Co¬ 
venant in a large Penalty, which are expected and intended to be taken or sworn 
to, and renewed or executed by all future Governors or Presidents of Fort 
William, in Bengal aforesaid, and also of the said Deed and Oath or Affidavit. 

In faith and Testimony whereof I have hereunto 
set my Hand, and caused the Seal of the said Court 
to be hereunto put and affixed, this Twenty-third 
Day of March, in the Year of our Lord One 
thousand Seven hundred and Sixty-seven. 

JOHN HOLME, 

Register. 




20 


No. 88. 

Extract of Bengal Select Consultations, dated the September 1765, respecting the Plan 
for carrying on the Inland Trade, with the Board’s Orders to the Committee of Trade 
to proceed agreeably thereto. 

At a Select Committee, the 18’® Sbptembee 1766; 

Present: 

The Right Honoubable Lobd Olive, President, 

W“ B. SUMNEB, ESQTJIBE, 

Bbigabieb Genebal Cabnac, 

Habbt Vebelst, Esqtjibe, 

Fbaecis Sykes, Esqitibe. 

Biesuming the Consideration of the Flan for carrying on the Inland Trade, 
in order to determine with respect to the Company and the Classes of Pro¬ 
prietors, the Committee are unanimously of opinion, that whatever Surplus 
Monies the Company may find themselves possessed of, after discharging their 
several Demands at this Presidency, the same will be employed more to their 
Benefit and Advantage in supplying largely that valuable Branch of their 
Commerce, the China Trade, and in assisting the Wants of their other Settle¬ 
ments ; and that it will be more for their Interest to be considered as Superiors 
of this Trade, and receive a handsome Duty upon it, than to be engaged as 
Proprietors in the Stock. Bestowing therefore all due Attention to the Cir¬ 
cumstance of the Company’s being at the same Time the Head and Masters of 
our Service, and now come into the Place of the Country Government by His 
Majesty’s Royal Grant of the Duanee, it is agreed, that the Inland Trade in 
the above Articles shall be subject to a Duty to the Company after the follow¬ 
ing Rates, which are calculated according to the best Judgment we can form, 
the Value of the Trade in general, and the Advantage which may be expected 
to accrue from it to the Proprietors. 

On salt, 35 per Cent, valuing the 100 Maunds at the rate of 90 Rupees, 
and in Consideration hereof the present Collaree* Duty to be abolished: 

On Beetle Nut, 10 per Cent, on the Prime Cost. 

On Tobacco, 25 per Cent, on Ditto. 

By this Calculation we hope may be produced a clear Revenue to the 
Company of at least 100,0001. Sterling per annum; and should it appear, 
upon further Experience of tlm Trade, that the Profits will admit of an 
Increase in these Hates of Duties, we hereby resolve that a fair and impartial 
Representation of the same shall be made to our honourable Masters, in order 
to receive their Directions; as it is cur fixed Determination to render them all 
possible Satisfaction in this Point. 

With respect to the Proprietors, it is agreed and resolved, that they shall 
be arranged into Three Classes; that each Class shall be entitled to so many 
Shares in the Stock, and that a certain Capital Stock shall be agreed upon, in 
order to ascertain the Value of each Share. 

According to this Scheme, it is agreed, that Class First shall consist of the 
Governor, Five Shares—the Second, Three Shares—the General, Three Shares— 
Ten Gentlemen of Council, each Two Shares ; Twenty Shares—Two Colonels, 
each Two Shares; Four Shares.—In all Thirty-five Shares for the First Class. 

That Class Second shall consist of one Chaplain, Fourteen Junior Merchants, 
and Three Lieutenant-Colonels; in all Eighteen Persons, who shall each be en- 

* Collaree properly KhfiWrf, corruptly Callary, Collerie, Colinrie, Khallary, Ac. Beng. A place where salt 
is manufactured : a salt-bed or pan; a mound of earth hollowed at the top» in^ which straw and other materials 
are placed to serve as a filter for the salt water poured upon it, and which when freed from dirt and sand 
becomes brine for boiling.-* Wilson's Glossary of Indian terms. 
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titled to One Third of a Counsellor’s Proportion, or Two Thirds of One Share; 
and which makes in all Twelve Shares for the Second Class. We mean always 
to include in this Number such Junior Merchants as the Company have 
thouglit proper to fix in the Service; who, as well as the Factors in the next 
Glass that may be restrained from rising as Covenant Servants, shall however 
be entitled to their full Share of the Advantages of this Trade. 

That Class Third shall consist of Thirteen Factors, Four Majors, Four First 
Surgeons at the Presidency, Two First Surgeons at the Army, One Secretary to 
the Council, One Sub-accomptant, One Persian Translator, and One Sub Export 
Warehouse-keeper; in all Twenty-seven Persons, who shall each be entitled to 
One Sixth of a Counsellors Proportion, or One Third of One Share; and which 
makes in all Eight Shares for the Third Class. 

It is necessary however to be observed, that by this Arrangement it is 
intended, and it is accordingly hereby 

Ordered, That Twelve Shares in this Trade shall be allotted to Eighteen 
Persons, composed of the First, Senior and Junior Merchants, Lieutenant- 
Colonels, and Chaplain or Chaplains; all exceeding that Number of those 
Eanks must stand excluded, until they can be included in it; and Chaplains, 
be they more or less, to be reckoned only as One Senior or Junior Merchant. 

That Eight Shares in this Trade shall, in like Manner, always be allotted 
to Twenty four Persons, composed of the Senior Factors, Majors, Surgeons, 
and the Three Officers above specified; all exceeding that Number of those 
Banks are not to share till they can he included in it. 

The Committee have thus settled the Arrangement of the Classes and the 
Shares in the Stock; but they leave to the Committee of Trade to ascertain 
the Amount of the Capital as they must be the most competent Judges of 
what Fund will be required. 

That the Trade may meet with no Interruption, and for the better regula¬ 
ting the same, the Committee of Trade may, from Time to Time, form Bye- 
Laws, which having been communicated, approved, and signed to by the Body 
of Proprietors, they (the Committee) shall be impowered to enforce and carry 
into Execution, 

That the Books of the Society shall be opened the of every September, 
and closed the 3l®‘ of the following August; that for the present Year all Per¬ 
sons who shall from this Time be deemed Proprietors, and whose Names shall 
be inrolled by the Committee of Trade, agreeable to this Scheme of Distribu¬ 
tion, shall be entitled to their Proportion of Profits arising on the Trade during 
the Course of the Year, whether Absence or Death should ensue; and so in all 
future Years, after the Names of the Persons who may compose the Classes 
shall have been regularly inrolled. 

Resolved, That no Persons shall share in a double Capacity, and receive 
a Benefit at the same Time from his Bank in the Service; and also from such 
Employment as he may happen to enjoy. 

Ordered, That a Copy of these Proceedings be prepared and laid before 
the Council, that they may transmit the same, with their Directions, to the 
Committee of Trade. 


(Sd.) OLIVE, 

W“ B. SUMNER, 
JOHN CARNAC, 
H. VERELST, 
FRA® SYKES. 


m P D 
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Extract of Bengal General Consultations, 25th September 1765. 

Present : 

The Right Honoubable Lord Clive, President ^ 

William Brightwell Sumner, 

Brigadier-General John Carnac, 

Harrt Yerelst, 

Francis Stkes, 

Ralph Leycester, and 
George Gray, Esquires. 

The President lays before the Board, a Copy of the Proceedings of the 
Select Committee, containing their Conclusion of the Plan for the Inland Trade 
with respect to the Company, and the difE’erent Classes of the Proprietors. And 

The same having been perused, agreed, it be transmitted to the Committee 
of Trade, with Instructions to proceed agreeably thereto. 

(Sd.) CLIVE, 

„ W“ B. SUMNER, 

„ H. VERELST, 

„ R. LEYCESTER, 

„ GEORGE GR4Y. 


No. 39. 

Attested Copy of a Minute of the General Court, the 18‘'’ May 1764, respecting the Trade 

in Salt, Beetle Nut, and Tobacco. 

At a General Court held on Friday the 18th May 1764; 

Resolved, 

That it be recommended to the Court of Directors to re-consider the Orders 
sent to Bengali relative to the Trade of the Company*s Servants in the Ar ticles 
of Salt, Beetle Nut, and Tobacco; and that they do give such Directions for 
regulating the same, agreeable to the Interests-of the Company and the Subah, 
as to them may appear most prudent, either by settling, here at Home, the 
Restrictions under which this Trade ought to be carried on, or, by referring it 
to the Governor and Council of Fort William, to regulate this important Pofnt, 
in such a Manner as may prevent all future Disputes betwixt the Subah and 
the Company. 


Attested by P. Michell, Secretary. 

Extract of Bengal Select Consultations, dated the 10*'* August 1765, con¬ 
taining Regulations for carrying on the Inland Trade in Salt, Beetle Nut, and 
Tobacco. 


Fort William. 
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At a. Select Committee, 10th August 1765; 

Present: 

William Brigh^well Sumner, Esquire, President, 

Harry Yerelst, Esquire. 

In conformity to the honourable Company's Orders, contained in their 
Letter of the 1*^ June 1764, the Committee now proceed to take into their 
Consideration the Subject of the Inland Trade, in the articles of Salt, Beetle 
Nut, and Tobacco, the same having been frequently discoursed of at former 
Meetings, and Mr. Sumner having lately collected the Opinions of the absent 
Members at large on every Circumstance. 

It is Agreed and Resolved, That the following Plan for conducting this 
Trade shall be carried into Execution; the Committee esteeming the same 
most correspondent with the Company’s Orders, and conducive to the Ends 
which they have in View, when they require that the Trade shall be put upon 
such a Eooting as may appear most equitable for the Bene6t of their Servants, 
least liable to produce Disputes with the Country Government, and wherein 
their own Interest, and that of the Nabob, shall at the same Time be properly 
attended to and considered. 

1st, That the whole Trade shall be carried on, by an exclusive Company, 
formed for that Purpose, and consisting of all those who may be deemed 
justly entitled to share. That a proper Pund shall be raised, by a Loan at 
Interest, for the Supply and Support of the same; and that it shall commence 
in the Month of September ensuing, or as soon after as may be found most 
convenient. 

2ndly, That all Salt, Beetle Nut, and Tobacco, produced in, or imported 
into, Bengal, shall be purchased by this established Company, and public 
advertisement shall be issued, strictly prohibiting all other Persons whatever, 
who are dependent on our Government, to deal in those Articles. 

Srdly, That Application shall be made to the Nabob to issue the like Prohi« 
bition to all his Officers and Subjects, of the Districts where any Quantity of 
either of those Articles is manufactured or produced. 

4thly, That the Salt shall be purchased by Contract, on the most reasonable 
Terms, giving the Preference to the Factories of Dacca, Chittagong, Burdwan, 
and Midnapore, for the Produce of their respective Districts, to the Fousdar 
of Houghly, and the other Zemindars, for the Produce of Ingellee, Tumlook, 
Mysidole, &c., and to such Persons as may offer the most reasonable Proposals, 
for the Quantity produced in the Calcutta Lands. 

6thly, That the Beetle Nut and Tobacco shall, on like Manner, be purchased 
by Contract, under such Terms and Conditions as, upon proper Enquiry, shall 
appear to the Managers to be most conformable to the Interest concerned. 

6thly, That the Contractors for the Salt shall agree to deliver it at certain 
fixed Places at a stipulated Bate per % Maunds, comprehending such an Advance 
upon their Contracts with the Zeminders and Molungees,* as may be esteemed 
an Equivalent to their Risk, Trouble, and bad Debts. 

7thly, That as the Advances will be made by the Contractors to the Zemin¬ 
dars, &o., at certain Periods of the Season, in the usual Manner, so shall the 
Advances from the Public Company to the Contractors be made in proportion 
thereto. 

Sthly, That the Salt, Beetle Nut, and Tobacco, thus purchased by the 
Public Company, shall be transported to a certain Number of Places for Sale, 
to be there, and there only, disposed of by their Agents; and that the Country 
Merchants may then become the Purchasers, and again transport the Articles 
whither they think they have the greatest Prospect of Profit; that by this 
Means, not only the frequent Oppressions the Inhabitants of the Country have 
suffered, by Europeans having Permission to traverse to every Place for the 

• Molungees, properly Malangi, corruptly Molungee. H. Beug. A Salt-malier, a labourer employed 
ia manufacturing ealt.— TTilson^s Glossary of Indian terms* 
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Sale of those Commodities, will be put a Stop to, but, by thus reserving to the 
Natives and Merchants a competent Share of the Profits, both in the Purchase 
and Sale, we may hope for the good Effect of removing the general Odium 
that has prevailed, from our seeking to deprive them of every Part of that 
Trade. 

9thly, That as it is apprehended some Difficulty will arise in securing the 
Produce of the Dacca and Chittagong Districts, by reason of the Property of 
the Lands being scattered in a N umber of hands, all dependant on the Govern¬ 
ment; It is agreed, That Application shall be made to the Nabob, for Per- 
wannahs on the several Zemindars of those Districts, as well as those of 
Houghly, &o., strictly ordering and requiring them to contract for all the Salt 
that can be made on their Lands with the English alone, and forbidding the 
Sale to any other Person or Persons whatsoever. 

lOthly, That the honourable Company shall either share in this Trade as 
Proprietors, or receive an annual Duty upon it, as may appear to be most for 
their Interest, when considered with their other Engagements and Demands 
at this Presidency. 

llthly. That the Nabob shall in like Manner be considered, as may be 
judged most proper, either as a Proprietor, or by annual Nuzzeranah, to be 
computed upon inspecting a Statement of his Duties on Salt in former Years. 

12thly, That the Manner in which the honourable Company and the 
Nabob shall be considered, being once determined, the Remainder of this 
Trade shall be divided amongst the Company’s Servants, arranged under 
certain Classes, and each Class to share a certain Proportion of the Capital 
Stock. 

13thly, That a Committee of Trade shall be appointed to receive the 
Management of this Plan, and prosecute the same in all its Branches; That 
they shall be immediately authorized to take measures for raising the Pund at 
Interest, and to receive Proposals, and settle the Contracts ; And further, That 
for their Assistance in this Work, a Person shall be appointed, in the Quality 
of their Secretary and Accomptant. 

The foregoing Resolutions, the Select Committee judge, will be found at 
sufficient Ground Work for commencing this Trade; to be improved hereafter, 
as Circumstances may occur and direct. And it is therefore agreed— 

That they be delivered over to the Committee of Trade, as soon as they 
are appointed, with Instructions to proceed in raising the money, and making 
the Contracts. 

The Points contained in the 10‘**, ll***, and 12‘'* Regulations, as their not 
being adjusted, need be no Impediment to the Prosecution of the Business, so 
the Committee esteem them of so much Importance that the Settlement of 
them should be delayed until the absent Members return to Calcutta, and they 
can be deliberated upon at a full Committee. 

Agreed therefore, That the Committee of Trade be also advised of this 
Resolution, and that they shall be hereafter informed of the Distribution which 
may be settled, with any other Regulations which may occur relative thereto, 
for their Government. 

Mr. Sumner acquaints the Committee, That, being apprised of the Inten¬ 
tion contained in the 3'^ and 9“* Regulations, he desired Mr. Sykes, when he 
lately went up to Moorshedabad, to apply to the Nabob for the necessary 
Perwannahs for authorising and facilitating this Trade; and that he has ac¬ 
cordingly received from that Gentleman, Perwannahs to this Purpose, being 
106 in Number: The same he now presents to the Committee, together with 
several Papers of Information, which he has collected, regarding the Produce 
of the different Districts, and the Conditions that Salt can contracted 
for. 

Ordered, That they be delivered over to the Committee of Trade, for their 
Guidance. 

Taking now into Consideration the Appointment of this Committee of Trade, 
the Select Committee are of Opinion, that it should be composed of Two 
Members of their Body, and Two Gentlemen of the Council. 
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Agreed, therefore, That we recommend to the Council, to appoint Two of 
their Members, to be joined with Two of the Committee, to constitute this 
Board, and receive Charge of the Plan; and at the same Time, to appoint a 
proper Person, to the Office of Secretary and Accomptant. 

(Sd.) W. B. SUMNER. 

H. VERELST. 


Extract of Letters from Lord Clive, the Select Committee, and the Governor and Council at 

Bengal, dated the 30tk September 1765, concerning Regulations for carrying on the Sait 

Trade. 

Extract of a letter from the Right Honourable Lord Clive President and Governor at Bengal, 
to the Court of Directors, dated the 30th of September 1765. 

16. The Regulation of the Nabob’s Ministry, the Acquisition of the 
Dawannee, and the honourable Terms on which we have concluded a Peace with 
the Vizier of the Empire, have placed the Dignity and Advantages of the 
English East India Company, on a Basis more firm than our most sanguine 
Wishes could, a few Months ago, have suggested. These however, alone, will 
not ensure your Stability. These are but the Outworks which guard you from 
your natural Enemies, the Natives of the Country : All is not safe: Danger 
still subsists from more formidable Enemies within, Luxury, Corruption, 
Avarice, Rapacity: These have Possession of your principal Posts, and are 
ready to betray your Citadel. These, therefore, must be extirpated, or they 
will infallibly destroy us; for we cannot expect the same Causes which have 
ruined the greatest Kingdoms, should have different Effects on such a State as 
ours. That sudden Growth of Riches from whence those Evils principally arise 
demands our most serious Attention. The Affairs of Bengal, however glorious 
and flourishing the Prospect may now be, can not be successfully managed by 
Men whose Views extend not beyond a Year or two, and who will set all Orders 
from the Court of Directors at Defiance, well knowing they must have acquired 
an affluent Fortune, or at least a comfortable Independency, before Resent¬ 
ment can reach them. A Competency ought to be allowed to all your Servants 
from the Time of their arrival in India, and Advantages should gradually 
increase to each, in proportion to his Station; but I would have few of them 
entertain Hopes of returning to their native Country, till they shall have 
attained the Rank of Councillor; then the Prospect should open to them, and 
they should be certain of being enabled to return in a few Years with independ¬ 
ant Fortunes. This Certainly would arise from the Freight Ships, from the 
Privileges of Trade (the Advantages of which you are not unacquainted with) 
and also from the Profits upon Salt, Beetle, and Tobacco, agreeable to the new 
Regulation which we have made, in order to rectify the Abuses that have been 
so long committed in those Branches of Trade, to the great Detriment of the 
Country Government without View of Benefit to the Company. 

17. The Regulation now established for the Salt Trade, will, I hope, be 
entirely to your Satisfaction. I at first intended to propose, that the Company 
and their Servants, should be jointly and equally concerned in the Irade itself; 
but upon better Consideration, I judged that Plan to be rather unbecoming the 
Dignity of the Company, and concluded it would be better that they should 
give the Trade entirely to their Servants, and fix a Duty upon it for them¬ 
selves, equivalent to half the Profits. This Duty we have computed at the 
Rate of 35 per Cent, for the present; but I imagine it will be able next Year to 
bear an Increase. The Articles of Beetle and Tobacco being of less Conse¬ 
quence, and yielding much less Advantage, the Duties upon them of course 
must be less. For further Particulars of these Regulations, I beg leave to 
refer you to the Committee’s Letter and Proceedings, as I would not here 
trouble you with the Repetition of a Matter which is there so fully laid before 
you. 

18. The Advantages proposed for the Governor and Council, would un¬ 
doubtedly appear extremely large, to those who are unacquainted with the 
Riches of Bengal, and the numberless Opportunities which the Company’s 
Servants have of acquiring Money. But you, who are now perfectly informed 

176 P. D. 
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of the Revenues of these Kingdoms, and the prodigious Emoluments within 
the Reach of Gentlemen high in the Service, will, I am persuaded, agree with 
me, that if some Plan, of the Nature proposed, be not adopted, the Governor 
and Council will not fail to acquire much larger Fortunes, by other means in 
a much shorter Time, which must always he productive of that quick Succes¬ 
sion, not only so detrimental to your commercial Interest, hut so totally incom¬ 
patible with the Acquisition of political Knowledge, which ought now to be 
considered as a very material Qualidcation in all your Civil as well as Military 
Servants. To obviate an Objection which may arise, that they may possibly 
proceed in the old way of procuring Money, notwithstanding they accept these 
Allowances, I would have an Oath tendered to them of as sti'ong and solemn 
Nature as can be penned. I have drawn out the Form of one agreeable to my 
Idea of the Expedient, and have the Honour to enclose it for your Consideration. 
To this may be annexed, a Penalty Bond of £160,000 to be executed by the 
Governor, and of £50,000 to he executed by each of the Council. Thus the 
Conscience of some will be awakened by the legal Consequences of Perjury, 
and pecuniary Punishment will he a sure Guard over the Honesty of others. 
Could the Hearts of Men he known by their general Character in Society, or 
could their Conduct, in a State of Temptation, be ascertained from their mode¬ 
rate Attention to Wealth, whilst the sudden Acquisition of it was impossible, 
the Proposal I make would be an Affront to Religion and to Morality ; hut 
since that is not the Case in any Part of the World, and least of all so in the 
East, we must, for our own Security, impose such Restraints, as shall make it 
impossible even for Hypocrisy to introduce Corruption. 

19. The Committee’s Letter will specify the Proportion of Emoluments 
proposed for the Field Officers, from the new acquired Advantages upon Salt. 
The same Objection may perhaps be made to this, which I suppose was likely 
to occur, with respect to the Plan for the Benefit of the Council Servants : If 
so, I beg leave to refer you to my Proposal and Remarks upon that Subject, 
which are equally proper and applicable to this. 


Extract of a Letter from the Select Committee at Bengal, to the Coart of Directors, dated 

September 1785. 

32. By consulting our Proceedings of the 10*’* August, and 18“’ September, 
you will be able to judge of the Progress we have made in carrying your orders 
into Execution relative to the Trade in Salt, Beetle Nut, and Tobacco. This 
Subject we considered with all the Attention possible, and Regard to your Interest 
and the Good of the Service. We found that to remove the Inconveniencies of a 
free Trade, prevent the Oppressions daily committed, save this valuable Article of 
Commerce from Ruin, and diffuse the Benefits resulting indiscriminately among 
all your Servants entitled to Dustucks, it was necessary to vest the whole in an 
exclusive Company, composed of the Three first Classes of your covenanted 
Servants, the Field Officers, Chaplains, and Head Surgeons. In admitting the 
Field Officers, and stating the Proportions allotted to each Class, we had particular 
Regard to the present Situation of your Council, and Field Officers, who are now 
excluded many Emoluments they before enjoyed. It is our Opinion that 
Gentlemen who have risen to their Stations with Credit and Reputation are 
certainly entitled to something more than a Subsistence. They even have a Right 
to expect such Advantages in your Service, as may enable them to return in 
a few Years, with Independence, to their native Country. With respect to the 
Company, we are unanimously of Opinion, it is more for their Interest to be 
considered as Superiors than Proprietors; and as the Royal Grant of the 
Dewanny renders the 11*" Article unnecessary, we are thereby enabled to subject 
the Trade to a Duty which will produce a clear annual Revenue of 120,000 
Pounds Sterling. Whatever Surplus of their Revenues, the Company may find 
themselves possessed of, after discharging all the Demands on this Presidency, 
we imagine, may be employed much more to their Benefit, in supporting and 
extending the China Trade, and assisting the Wants of the other Presidencies. 
However, should it either appear that we have mistaken the Company’s real 
Interest, or that the Profits of the Trade will admit of increased Duties, it is 
our Resolution to give all possible Snti^action on these Points to our honour^ 
able Masters, and to lay before you a fair, full, and candid Representation of 
the Amount of the Costs, Charges and Sales of the first year. 
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Extract of the General Letter from Beagalf dated the 30^^ September 1765. 

40. The Select Committee having taken under Consideration your Orders, 
touching the Inland Trade in the Articles of Salt, Beetle Nut and Tobacco, 
they communicated to the Board, in their next Proceedings, a Set of Eegula- 
tions formed thereupon, as the Ground Work of a Plan for carrying it on in 
future; we beg leave to refer you to the Proceedings themselves for your 
particular Information of this Plan; and have here to inform you, that Messrs. 
Sumner, VereUt, Leycester and Orry, were, in consequence, constituted the 
Committee for receiving Charge thereof, and managing it on Behalf of the 
Body of Proprietors, with Authority to correspond with the subordinate 
Factories, and to pursue all such Measures as might conformably thereto 
appear to them eligible and proper; and that the necessary Advice and Orders 
were given accordingly to the Subordinates, and Publication made, prohibiting 
all Persons, dependent on the Company’s Government, from entering into any 
new Engagements in those Articles, unless as Contractors with the Committee 
for the Purchase or Sale of them : We have also to note to you that Messrs. 
Leyceater and Qrey dissented to the Authority the Select Committee had taken 
upon themselves on this Occasion, esteeming it in no wise delegated to them by 
the Terms and Intention of their Appointment; and that the Subject should 
have been considered and determined on in Council. 

41. The Committee of Trade having entered upon the Prosecution of the 
Plan, we have received from them a Representation for having the Society 
secured against any Innovations in the Course of their present Engagements; and 
soliciting from us such a Deed as we might think sufficient to insure to them 
the exclusive Right to the Trade, till those Engagements are concluded; the 
same to be renewed every Season, so long as it shall be agreeable to you that 
this Plan should subsist: We could not but agree with them entirely in the 
Propriety of this Measure, and have given Directions for drawing accordingly 
such a "Writing as may be thought sufficient to secure to the present Proprietors 
the Right in question; and we now request your Permission to renew the same 
for the future Concerns, if the Plan meets with your Approbation. 

60. The Select Committee have laid before us a Copy of their Proceedings* 
containing their Conclusion of their Plan for carrying on the Inland Trade* 
with respect to the Company, and the Classes of Proprietors; and the same has 
been delivered over to the Committee for managing the Trade, with instructions 
to proceed conformably thereto. 


No. 40. 

Extract of Consultations, dated 16*'^ September 1765, containing the Committee of 

Trade’s Solicitation of a Deed for securing to them the exclusive Right of trading ia 
Salt, Beetle Nut, and Tobacco. 

Extract of Bengal Consultations, dated September 1765. 

Pbesent : 

The Right Honourable Lord Clive, President , 

William Brightwell Sumner, 

Brigadier General John Carnac, 

Harry Virelst, 

Francis Sykes, 

Ralph Leycesteb, and 
George Gray. 

The Committee for managing the Plan of Trade in the reserved Articles of 
Salt, Beetle Nut, and Tobacco, send in the Following Letter, soliciting a Deed 
to secure the Proprietors in the Right to the same during the Continuance of 
their present Engagements, to be renewed every Season as long as it may be 
agreeable to the honourable Company that this Plan should subsist. 
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To the Right Honoubable LoaD Clive, President and Governor, &c., Council of 
Fort William. 

Mt Lord ard Gentlemen, 

In consequence of the Plan which you have been pleased to entrust to our 
Management, we have, for some Time past, been taking Measures for regulat¬ 
ing the Trade of Salt, Beetle Nut, and Tobacco, and have already concluded 
considerable Contracts for the purchase of the first Article. 

Having thus engaged in the Trade, and made Advances of the Society’s 
Property, with a View of being able to carry it on agreeable to your said Plan, 
it becomes a necessary Consideration with us, on Behalf of the Body for whom 
we act, to have them secured against any Innovation, during the Continuance 
of their present Engagements. The Terms of the Purchase Contracts will run 
for the ensuing Year’s Produce of the several Articles, and the Vend will be 
concluded as soon after as possible: We therefore request that your Lordship 
&o. Council, will furnish us with such a Deed or Writing as you shall think 
sufficient to secure to the Society the free and sole Purchase of the Articles of 
Salt, Beetle Nut, and Tobacco, produced in the Provinces of Bengal, JJaeAor and 
Ortea, fi’om the 1st September 1765 to 31st August 1766, allowing sufficient 
Time to dispose of such Purchase for the Season, to be renewed every Season, 
as long as it shall be agreeable to the honourable Company that this Plan should 
subsist. And as a very great Loss would arise to the Projirietors, should any 
alteration happen after the Concern for the Year is begun, and before it is 
finished, that ample Provision be made for the Continuance and Conclusion of 
such Concern. 

We are the more earnest to be satisfied in this Point, as, until we obtain 
your Compliance, we find we shall not be able to establish the Credit of the 
Society amongst the Merchants, so as to raise the necessary Fund for carrying 
on the Trade. 

We are, with Piespect, 

Mt Lord and Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient humble Servants, 

WILLIAM B. SDMNEE. 
HAREY VEEELST. 

RALPH LEYCESTER. 

GEORGE GRAY. 

The same having been perused and considered, we are unanimous in Opi¬ 
nion respecting the Propriety of passing the Deed requested to the Society _ 
And 

Such a one is accordingly ordered to be prepared by Mr, Wittall, for the 
Security of the Present Proprietors. 

It is agreed to apply to the Company for Permission to renew the same for 
the future Concerns, if the Plan meets with their Approbation. And 

The Committee is advised in Answer accordingly, with further Inform" 
ation, that when the present Deed is prepared and executed, it shall be imme¬ 
diately transmitted them. 

J. L. S.*) To WiLLUH Bbioetwbll Suuneb, Esquire, &c., 

No. 211 J Gentlemea of the Committee of Trade. 

Gentlemen, 

We have received your Letter of the 11th Instant soliciting us to grant 
you, on Behalf of the Society of Trade, a Deed to secure to them the exclusive 


Fort William, 

The 11th Septenfiber 1765 


.1 
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Right of trading in the reserved Articles during the Continuance of their 
present Engagements. As we agree with you entirely in the Propriety of this 
Measure, we have given Directions for drawing such a Writing as * may be 
thought sufficient to secure to the present Proprietors the Ri^ht you request; 
and we shall apply to the Court of Directors for Permission to'renew the same 
for the future Concerns, if the Plan meets with their Approbation. As soon as 
the Deed is prepared and executed, it shall be immediately transmitted to you. 

We are, 

Eobt William, Gentlemen, 

16th September 1765. > Your most obedient Servants 


No. 44. 

Extract of a Letter from tie Court of Directors to the Governor and Council at Bengal, dated 
the 8“ February 1764, forbidding their Servants to trade in Salt, Beetle Nut, and 
Tobacco, 

Extract of General Letter to Bengal, per Worcester, &c., dated February 1764. 

Revised in Bengal IB*'' July 1764. 

20. One great Source of the Disputes, Misunderstandings, and Difficulties, 
which have occurred with the Country Government, appears evidently to have 
taken its Rise from the unwarrantable and licentious Manner of carrying on the 
private Trade by the Company’s Servants, their Gomastahs, Agents, and others, 
to the Prejudice of the Subah; both with respect to his Authority and the 
Revenues justly due to him. The diverting and taking from his natural Sub¬ 
jects the Trade in the Inland Parts of the Country, to which neither we, or any 
Persons whatever, dependant upon us, or under our Protection, have any 
Manner of Right; and consequently endangering the Company’s very valuable 
Privileges; in order therefore to remedy all these Disorders, we do hereby 
positively order and direct; 

21. That from the Receipt of this Letter, a final and effectual End be 
forthwith put to the Inland Trade in Salt, Beetle Nut, Tobacco, and in all other 
Articles whatsoever, produced and consumed in the Country; and that all 
European and other Agents, or Gomastahs, who have been concerned in such 
’lYade, be immediately ordered down to Calcutta, and not suffered to return or 
be replaced as such, by any other Persons. 

22. That as our Phirmaund Privileges of being Duty free are certainly 
confined to the Company’s Export and Import Trade only, you are to htive 
recourse to, and keep within, the Liberty therein stipulated, and given, as 
nearly as can possibly be done: But as by the Connivance of the Bengal 
Government, and constant Usage, the Company’s Covenant Servants have had 
the same Benefit as the Company, with respect to their Export and Import 
Trade, we are willing they should enjoy the same; and that Dustucks be granted 
accordingly; but herein the most effectual Care is to be taken, tliat no 
Excesses or Abuses are suffered upon any Account whatsoever, nor Dustucks 
granted to any other than our Covenant Servants as aforesaid. However, 
notwithstanding any of our former Orders, no Writer is to have the Benefit of 
a Dustuck, until he has served out his full Time of Five Years in that Station ; 
Free Merchants and others are not entitled to, or to have the Benefit of, the 
Company’s Dustucks, but are to pay the usual Duties. 

23. As no Agents, or Gomastahs are to reside, on Account of private 
Trade, at any of the Inlands Parts of the Country, all Business on Account of 
licensed private Trade is to be carried on by, and through the Means of, the 
Company’s Covenant Servants, residing at the several subordinate Factories, 
as has been usual. 

24. We are under the Necessity of giving the before-going Orders, in 
order to preserve the Tranquillity of the Country, and Harmony with the 
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Nabob; tbey are rather Outlines then complete Directions, which you are to 
add to, and improve upon, agreeable to the Spirit of, and our Meaning in them, 
as may be necessary to answer the desired Purposes, And if any Person 
or Persons are guilty of a Contravention of them, be they whomsoever they may, 
if our own Servants they are to be dismissed the Service; if others, the Com¬ 
pany’s Protection is to be withdrawn; and you have the Liberty of sending 
them forthwith to Englandt if you judge the Nature of the Offence requires it. 

25. We cannot avoid in this Place, taking Notice of the Endeavours of 
President Vansittart, to form a Plan of Regulations, which, though it appeared 
so advantageous to Individuals, was strongly censured by the Majority of the 
Council, as not giving them, according to their Way of judging, a sufficient 
Scope for their unwarrantable Trade; however, we are satisfied of the Presi¬ 
dent’s good Intentions, but at the same Time, we say, it was not calculated so 
as to prevent future Misunderstandings with the Suhah and his Government; 
because thereby an Inland Trade was to be admitted of; which, as has been 
before observed, would certainly be attended with constant Embroils and Diffi¬ 
culties. 


Extract Letter from the Court of Directors, to the Governor and Council at Bengal, dated the 
15 February 1765, enforcing their Orders of 8 February and 1 * June last, respecting 
the Inland Trade, 

Extract of the General Letter to Bengal, dated February 1765. 

Para. 39. In our Letters of the S*** Eebruary, and June last, we gave 
you our Sentiments and Directions very fully, in respect 'to the Inland Trade 
of Bengal ; we now enforce the same in the strongest Manner, and positively 
insist, that you take no-Steps whatever towards renewing this Trade, without 
our express Leave; for which Purpose you must not fail to give us the fullest 
Information upon the Subject, agreeable to our abovementioned Directions. 

40. The enforcing our said Orders is the more indispensably necessary, 
from our observing the Complaints of the present Nabob, taken Notice of and 
referred to, in your separate Letter of the Eebruary 1764, relating to the 
many Difficulties, Hardships, and Oppressions he meets witli, resulting from 
the before-mentioned unwarrantable and licentious Trade. We have such an 
entire Confidence in Lord Clive*s great Abilities and good Intentions, that we 
make no Doubt these great Abuses will be the particular Objects of his Care and 
Attention; and that he will be able to carry these our Orders effectually into 
Execution. 

68. You inform us of an Increase to'our Revenues, of more than One Lack 
of Rupees from the Salt Pans in the Calcutta Lands, by the Method of taxing 
the Khallaries at Thirty Rupees each; so considerable an Increase seems suffi¬ 
ciently to justify your having continued the same Method for the present Year, 
taking it for granted that no Grievance or Discontent has arisen from this 
Tax. 


Extract Letter from the Court of Directors to the Governor and Council at Bengal, dated 26*^ 

April 1765, disapproving of the Inland Trade in Salt, Beetle Nut, and Tobacco. 

Extract of the General Letter to Bengal, dated aG*** April 1765, 

20, We are extremly anxious for the Arrival of Lord Clive, and the 
Gentlemen who accompanied him; as they have been so lately in England, 
they are the best Judges of the Opinion the Company and the Nation entertain 
of the Conduct of the English in Bengal for these last Eour years; which, we 
are sorry to say, is in general, that they have been guilty of violating Treaties, 
of great Oppression, and a Combination to enrich themselves. 

21. We do not here mean to enter into a Discussion, respecting the politi- 
cal Conduct of our late Governor and Council; hut must say, that an unbound¬ 
ed Thirst after Riches seems to have possessed the whole Body of our Servants 
to that Degree, that they have lost all Sight of Justice to the Country Govern- 
ment, and of their Duty to the Company. 
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22. In reading the Opinions of the several Members of the late Council, 
respecting this illegal Trade, by which we mean, the Articles of Salt, Beetle 
Nut, anti Tobacco, we are astonished to find those among them, who pretended 
to found their Right on the Phirmaunds. 

23. Treaties of Commerce are understood to be for mutual Benefit of 
the contracting Parties : Is it then possible to suppose, that the Court of Delhi, 
by conferring the Privilege of trading free of Customs, couJd mean an Inland 
Trade, in the Commodities of their own Country, at that Period unpractised 
and unthought of by the English, to the Detriment of their Revenues, and the 
Ruin of their own Merchants ? We do not find such a Construction was ever 
heard of until our own Servants first invented it, and afterwards supported it by 
Violence; neither could it be claimed by the subsequent Treaties with Meer 
Jaffier, or Cossim AHy^ which were never understood to give one additional 
Privilege of Trade, beyond what the Phirmaunds expressed. In short, the 
specious Arguments used by those who pretended to set up a Right to it, con¬ 
vince us they did not want Judgment, but Virtue, to withstand the Temp¬ 
tation of suddenly amassing a great Fortune, although acquired by Means in¬ 
compatible with the Peace of the Country, and their Duty to the Company. 

24. Equally blamable were they, who acknowledging they had no Right 
to it, and sensible of the ill Consequences resulting from assuming it, have, 
nevertheless, carried on this Trade, and used the Authority of the Company to 
obtain, by a Treaty exacted by Violence, a Sanction for a Trade to enrich them¬ 
selves, without Ihe least Regard or Advantage to the Company, whose Forces 
they employed to protect them in it. 

26. Had this short Question been put, which their Duty ought first to 
have suggested. Is it for the Interest of our Employers ? they would not have 
hesitated one Moment about it; but this Criterion seems never once to have 
occurred. 

26. All Barriers being thus broken down between the English and Country 
Government, and every thing out of its proper Channel, we are at a Loss how to 
prescribe Means to restore Order from this Confusion ; and being deprived of that 
Confidence, which we hoped we might have placed in those Servants, who ap¬ 
pear to have been the Actors in these strange Scenes, we can only say, that we 
rely on the Zeal and Abilities of Lord Clive^ and the Gentlemen of the Select 
Committee, to remedy these Evils. We hope they will restore our Reputation 
among the Country Powers, and convince them of our Abhorrence of Oppres¬ 
sion and Bapaciousness, 

27. It is currently reported here, that Letters are received by the Duke of 
Albany, which make Mention of an Agreement between the Nabob, Meer 
Jaffier, and our late Governor and Council, since the Treaty concluded with 
him oil the 10^'* July 1763; by which it is stipulated, that the present Nabob 
shall pay, over and above the 'l'hirty Lacks for the Company, mentioned in that 
Treaty, Forty Lacks by way of Restitution, to make good the Losses of private 
Persons • besides Twenty-five Lacks to the Army, and Twelve Lacks to the 
Navy, not named in that Treaty; making together the enormous Sum of One 
hundred and Seven Lacks of Rupees; which is above One Million Three hun¬ 
dred thousand Pounds Sterling. 

28. It is very extraordinary Circumstance, that there is no mention made 
in any of the Letters from our late Governor and Council, of what sum was 
to be given by the Nabob to make good the private Losses; although, in their 
Letter of the 27**^ September 1764, they say they have regulated the Payment 
of Restitution to the Merchants, which implies the being in Possession of a 
Fund for that Purpose; but we must suppose, if the Reports as to the Sums 
stipulated to be given for this Use, and also by way of Donation to the Army 
and Navy, are true, that they purposely omitted to acquaint us of the parti¬ 
cular Amount, from an Apprehension that wo could never approve of an 
Agreement with the Nabob of this Consequence, and for such excessive large 
Sums of Money, without advising us thereof, and giving us very good Reasons 
for a Proceeding which so nearly affect the Honour and Interest of the Com¬ 
pany. Indeed, then we consider the present State of the Country, involved, for 
Years past, in continual Wars, and drained of its Riches and the Blood of its 
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Inhabitants, it is impossible for us to suppose our own Servants capable of 
adding so greatly to its Miseries, by compelling, or even persuading, the Nabob 
to pay such exorbitant Sums of money; and at a Time when, by all Accounts, 
he is himself in the greatest Distress. Be this as it may, we do expect and re¬ 
quire from you a particular Account of every Sura received from the Nabob 
by way of Donation, or under any Denouination, by any and each of our 
Servants, Civil and Military, Whether by Agreement in Writing or otherwise, in 
what Manner, and for what Services; and that you immediately transmit to 
us Copies of all such Agreements, and the particular Account of Losses given 
in by each Individual, together with what Proportion has been already paid; 
and we positively forbid any further Payment till you receive our future 
Orders. 

29. We do require from you, and we have a Right so to do, a just and 
precise Account of this whole extraordinary Transaction. The Honour and 
Reputation of the Company, and even of the Nation, are at Stake; and when 
these Particulars, if true, come to be known, they require the fullest and most 
explicit Explanation and Justification. We, who are at present totally unin¬ 
formed from any authentic Accounts, can only express our Astonishment to 
hear that such things have been; as we cannot suggest to ourselves upon what 
Principles the present Nabob could be expected, persuaded, or required, to 
make good the Losses sustained by Individuals in carrying on, to their great 
Imputation, and the prejudice of the Company they served, a most illicit and 
unwarrantable, although to them a most lucrative Trade, in the Articles of Salt, 
Beetle Nut, and Tobacco; and we are as much at a Loss to comprehend how the 
Services rendered to the new Nabob could deserve so exorbitant a Consideration 
to be given to those, who were only doing their Duty in the Service of their 
King and Country, and of this Company. 


Extract Letters to Bengal, dated the 2#* Decemher 1765, and 19*’' Fehy, 1766, relative to the 

Inland Trade. 

Extract of the Separate Letter to Bengal, dated the 24*’* December 1765. 

2. Although it was thought fit to confirm the Treaty made with Jaffier 
Ally Khan in 1757, because the Capture of the Settlement had involved the 
Inhabitants in one general Ruin, and without such a Restitution it must have 
sunk under the Calamity, or it would have been the Work of many Years to 
restore it to a flourishing Condition; no such Circumstances existed in the pre¬ 
sent Case, yourselves Aggressors in the War, and in a great Measure brought 
on by an illicit Trade, of which we shall give our sentiments in the Sequel. 
We fear too this demand will be found, for the most Part, an Indemnification 
for the Losses sustained in that very Trade. 

10. Your Deliberations on the Inland Trade have laid open to us a Scene 
of most cruel Oppression, which is indeed exhibited at one View of the 13‘'* 
Article of the Nabob’s Complaints, mentioned thus in your Consultation of the 
17’’’ October 1764: “ The Poor of this Country, who used always to deal in Salt, 
'* Beetle Nut, and Tobacco, are now deprived of their daily Bread by the Trade 
“ of the Europeans, whereby no Kind of Advantage accrues to the Company, and 
“ the Government’s Revenues are greatly injured.” We shall for the present 
observe to you, that every one of our Servants concerned in this Trade has 
been guilty of a Breach of his Covenants, and a Disobedience to our Orders. 

15. We shall say nothing further at present on the Inland Trade, till that 
important Subject shall have been taken up by Lord Clive, and the Gentlemen 
of the Select Committee; only to observe, that the Regulation proposed in 
Consultation, IT”* October 1764, of confining the Trade of our Servants in the 
Article of Salt to the Capital Cities of Patna, Dacca, and Moorshedabad, on 
paying the Nabob 2^ per Cent, is a manifest Disobedience of our Order of the 
8“* February, then under your Deliberation, which positively forbid all Trade in 
Salt, Beetle Nut, and Tobacco. Nor does it by any Means obviate the Objec¬ 
tions arising from the Distress of the Poor, and the Injury to his Revenues; for, 
if you pay only 2^ per Cent, and the Country People 20, or perhaps 40 per 
Cent., it is as much a Monopoly as ever. 
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Gxtract of the General Letter to Ssngalj dated the 19*^ February 1766. 

27. With respect to the Treaty with Nazem-o-Doiola, it is proper here to 
insert at length the 6*** Article, which runs in these Words; “ I do ratify and 
“ confirm to the English the Privilege granted them by their Phirmaund and 
« several Husbulhookums, carrying on their Trade by means of their own Dus* 
“ tuck, free from all Duties, Taxes and Impositions, in all Parts of the Country, 
“ excepting in the Article of Salt, on which a Duty of 2| per Cent, is to be levied 

on the Rowana, or Houghley Market Price.” This fi*** Article is totally repug¬ 
nant to our Orders, contained in our General Letter by the Kent Lapioing, 
dated the r‘ June 1764, in which we not only expressed our Abhorrence of an 
Article in the Treaty with Mfier Jaffier, literally corresponding with the present 
6“* Article, but in positive Terms directed you, in concert with the Nabob, 
to form an enquitable Plan for carrying on the Inland Trade, and transmit 
the same to us, accompanied by such Explanations and Remarks as might 
enable us to give our Sentiments and Directions thereupon. We must 
remind you too, that in our said General Letter we expressly directed, 
that our Orders in our Letter of the 8“* February preceding, which were 
to put a final and effectual End to the Inland Trade in Salt, Beetle Nut, 
and Tobacco, and in all other Articles produced and consumed in the Country, 
should remain in force, until an equitable and satisfactory Plan could be formed 
and adopted. As, therefore, there is not the least Latitude given you for con¬ 
cluding any Treaty whatsoever respecting this Inland Trade, we must and do 
consider what you have done as an express Breach and Violation of our Orders, 
and as a determined Resolution to sacrifice the Interest of the Company, and 
the Peace of the Country, to lucrative and selfish Views. 

28. This unaccountable Behaviour puts an End to all Confidence in those 
who made this Treaty, and forces us to resolve on Measures for the Support of 
our Authority, and the Preservation of the Company; toe do therefore pro¬ 
nounce that every Servant concerned in that Trade, stands guilty of a Breach of 
his Covenants toith us, and of our Orders ; and in consequence of this Resolu¬ 
tion we positively direct, that if that Treaty is now subsisting, you make a 
formal Renunciation, by some solemn Act, to be entered on your Records, of 
all Right under the said Treaty, or otherwise, to trade in Salt, Beetle Nut, and 
Tobacco ; and that you transmit this Renunciation of that Part of the Treaty in 
Form to the Nabob, in the Persian Language. Whatever Government may be 
established, or whatever unforeseen Circumstances may arise, it is our Resolu¬ 
tion, to prohibit, and toe do absolutely forbid this Trade of Salt, Beetle Nut, and 
Tobacco, and of all Articles that are not for Export and Import, according to 
the Spirit of the Bhirmatmd, which does not in the least give any Latitude 
whatsoever for carrying on such an Inland Trade', and moreover, ice shall deem 
every European concerned therein, directly or indirectly, guilty of a Breach of 
his Covenants, and direct that he be forthwith sent to England, that we may 
proceed against him accordingly. And every Native who shall avail himself of 
our Protection, to carry this Trade on without paying all the Duties due to 
the Government equally with the rest of the Nabob’s Subjects, shall forfeit that 
Protection, and be banished the Settlement: And we direct that these Resolu¬ 
tions be signified publicly throughout the Settlement. 

33. First, The very same Letter that carried his * Appointment to the 

Government, carried our most positive 
• Mr. penoer. Orders to put a total and effectual Stop to 

the Trade of Salt, Beetle Nut, and Tobacco which we expressed to be the Source 
of the War, and incompatible with the Peace of the Country, and the Interest of 
the Company: Yet, in the Consultation 17*'* October, wherein that Order is 
taken into Consideration, he signs to a Resolution to carry on the Trade of Salt 
and Beetle Nut, paying the Nabob on Salt, 2^ per Cent, in direct Breach of our 
Orders; and in Treaty with the new Nabob, he stipulates for that Right by 
an express Article of the Treaty. 

34. Although the Treaty with Meer Jaffier Ally Cawn was entered into 

before Mr. 'Arrival, yet he gave his Sanction to every Part of it, parti¬ 

cularly that which stipulated Restitution for Losses, which we make no Doubt he 
knew to be mostly sustained in an illicit Trade; and, preferring the Interest of 
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the Servants to the Honour of the Company, countenanced the aggravating Cir¬ 
cumstances which accompanied that shameful Prostitution of our Authority. 


No. 45, 

Hxtraets Company’* Letter* to Bengal^ dated 17^ May 1766, concerning the Inland Trade. 

Extract of the Company’s Letter to Lord Clive, dated 17“" May 1766. 

My Lobd, 

1. We have received your Lordship’s Letter of the 30“" September 
last, which with the Letter from the Select Committee and their Proceedings, 
have given us a clear View of the State in which your Lordship found our 
Affairs on your Arrival, and the State in which they were at the Time of the 
said Advices. 

2. When we consider the Penetration with which your Lordship at once 
discerned our true Interest in every Branch, the Rapidity with which you res¬ 
tored Peace, Order, and Tranquillity, and the unbiassed Integrity that has go¬ 
verned all your Actions, we must congratulate your Lordship on beino- the 
happy Instrument of such extensive Blessings to those Countries, and you^have 
our sincerest Thanks for the great and important Advantages thereby obtained 
for the Company. 

3. We have the strongest Sense of the deplorable State to which our 

Affairs were on the Point of being reduced, from the Corruption and Rapacity 
of our Servants, and the universal Depravity of Manners throughout the Settle- 
ment; we agree entirely with your Lordship, that the Train our Affairs were 
then in, would in a very few Months have brought us to a most dangerous 
Situation. ° 

6. Our Letter to the Select Committee expresses our Sentiments of what 
has been obtained by way of Donations; and to that we must add, that we 
think the vast Fortunes acquired in the Inland Trade have been obtained by a 
Scene of the most tyrannic and oppressive Conduct, that ever was known in any 
Jge or Country ; toe have teen uniform in our SentUnents and Orders on this 
Subject, from the first Knowledge toe had of it; and your Lordship will not 
therefore wonder, that after the fatal Experience we had of the violent Abuses 
committed in this Trade, that we could not be brought to approve it, even in the 
limited and regulated Manner with which it comes to us in the Flan laid down 
in the Committee's Proceedings. We agree in Opinion with your Lordship upon 
the Propriety of holding out such Advantages to our chief Servants, civil and 
military, as may open to them the Means of honourably acquiring a Compe¬ 
tency in our Service; but the Difficulty of the Subject, and the short Time we 
have at present to consider of it, have obliged us to defer giving our Sentiments 

and Directions thereupon until the next Dispatch. aeaumems 

8. As the Inland Trade has been abolished principally with a View to the 

Encouragement of the Natives, we hope your Lordship will find the Means to 
prevent its becoming a Monopoly in any Hands, but more particularly in the 
Hands of any powerful Native, from whom the Poor might suffer those very 
Inconveniencies, for the Prevention of which, we have forbid our Servants to 
trade in it, and have relinquished those Advantages that we ourselves might 
make by such a Monopoly. ® 

9. We have had too much Occasion to remark the tyrannic and oppressive 
Conduct of all European Agents, who have got away from under the Eye of 
the Presidency ; and we wish your Lordship would make it an Object of your 
Consideration, how to confine the said Europeans, as much as possible to the 
Presidency, and to those Subordinates where the Largeness of the Investment 
may require it to be conducted by covenanted Servants, preferably to Gomas- 
tahs. 

11. We have the most perfect Sense of your Lordship’s Disinterestedness in 
every Part of your Conduct, and we shall not fail to represent this to the Pro- 
prietors, and shall at the same Time inform them of the many great Advan¬ 
tages your Lordship has obtained for the Company; but we fear, my Lord 
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past Experience will teach them, as it does us, that the Permanency of those 
Advantages will depend much on your Lordship’s continuing in India till you 
have seen the Kegulations firmly established for the conducting these import¬ 
ant Affairs; another Year’s Experience, and peaceable Enjoyment of our 
Acquisitions, might fix them on a Basis, that would give Hopes they might be 
as lasting as they are great. And there is no Doubt, my Lord, but the general 
Voice of the Proprietors, indeed we may say of every Man who wishes well to 
his Country, will be to join in our Bequest, that your Lordship will continue 
another Year in India : We are very sensible of the Sacrifice we ask your 
Lordship to make in desiring your Continuance another Year in Bengal, after 
the great Services you have rendered the Company, and the Difficulties you 
have passed through, in accomplishing them, under Circumstances, in which 
your own Example has been the principal Means of restraining the general 
Rapaeiousness and Corruption which had brought our Affairs so near the Brink 
of Ruin. These Services my Lord deserve more than verbal Acknowledgments; 
and we have no Doubt that the Proprietors will concur with us in Opinion, that 
some solid and permanent Retribution, adequate to Your great Merits, should 
crown Your Lordship’s Labour and Success. 


Extract of General letter to Bengal, dated ITth 176o. 

Par. 3. On the 2“^ instant we dispatched over Land, under the strictest 
Orders for the speediest Conveyance thereof, a short Letter to the Right 
Honourable the President, conveying our Approbation of the Measures his 
Lordship had taken, and was pursuing so indefatigably and jealously, for the 
Company’s Advantage; a Duplicate thereof went by the same Route, on the 
and Triplicate of it, sealed, is enclosed, to be opened by the Select 
Committee only, in case of Lord CUve*8 Absence. 

7. By this Conveyance we write to the Select Committee, in answer to 
their Letter of the 30*'^ of September last; but as our Letter to them contains 
Matter of general and great Importance to the Affairs of the Presidency, when 
it is laid before you, it is to be regarded and obeyed, to all Intents and Purposes, 
as if directed to you in the usual Manner of a General Letter. 

40. We confirm the Powers with which our President, Lord Clive, and the 
rest of the Select Committee, are already invested; and we hereby give them 
full Authority to correct Abuses of every Kind, particularly in the Collection 
and Management of our Revenues; to endeavour by legal Means to detect all 
Sorts of Corruption in our Servants, civil and military, and to punish imme¬ 
diately those who disobey the Company’s Orders, or disregard the Select 
Committee’s Regulations; to take Cognizance of all Proceedings in Bengal 
against the Persons now dismissed by the Company for exacting or receiving 
Presents from the Nabob, his Ministers, and others, and to prosecute them 
conformable to our Orders by this Conveyance, or any future Offenders of the 
like Kind. In short, we give them full Power to do every Act and Deed which 
may contribute to preserve Peace, Tranquillity, Discipline, Harmony, good 
Order, and Subordination in the Settlement, by suspending the Offenders 
from our Service, be they whom they may. All other persons, not under 
Covenants to us, who shall offend in any of these Points, must have our Pro¬ 
tection withdrawn from them and be sent Home. 


Extract of letter to Select Committee, dated 17* May 1766. 

Par. 6. Before we proceed any further, we would have it observed, That 
although this letter is addressed to our President and the Select Committee, 
by way of Answer to theirs of the 30* September last, yet as it contains 
matters of general Importance to the Affairs of the Presidency, it is our Meaning 
that the same should be laid before the President and Council, and be attended 
to, and the same Regard paid to every Part thereof, to all Intents and Purposes, 
as if it had been directed to them in the usual Manner of a General Letter. 

31. We have in all our letters, from the first Knowledge we had of our 
Servants being engaged in the Inland Trade, strongly discountenanced and 
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forbid it. We hate always treated it at a Breach of our Orders^ a Violation 
of the Bhirmaund, and in a great Measure the Came of the late Wars : The 
amazing Sums demanded for Bestitution, in respect of Losses sustained in this 
Trade, have opened our Eyes to the vast Extent to which it has been carried; the 
Oppressions of the unhappy Natives, that have attended the carrying it on, 
and which have pervaded all Farts of the Nabob’s Dominions, have convinced 
us, that a Monopoly of the Necessaries of Life, in any Hands whatever, more 
especially in the Hands of the English, who are possessed of such an over-ruling 
Influence, is liable to the greatest Abuses. 

32. Much has been urged by our Servants, at different Times, in favour 
of the Bight to this Trade, which we have always treated as a most absurd Claim. 
The words of the Phirmaund are, “ Whatever Goods the English Company 
shall bring or carry, etc., are Duty free.” 

33. To suppose that the Court of Delhi could mean by these Words a Mono¬ 
poly of the Necessaries of Life over their own Subjects, is such an Absurdity,that 
we shall not lose Time or Words in trying to refute it; such a Construction 
seems never to have been thought of till the Year 1762; we do not find that 
Lord Clive, or the Gentlemen who conducted our Affairs at the Time of the 
Treaty with Meer Jaffier, in 1767, conceived they had acquired by those Trea¬ 
ties any one additional Privilege of Trade; we had indeed, in the Year 1762, 
some private Intimations of our Servants being engaged in such a Trade, which 
we took Notice of in our Letter of the 19“^ February 1762, to which no Reply 
was made; but there appeared nothing of it on our Records till a Letter from 
the Nabob Cossim Ally, in Consultation 18“* October 1762, wherein he com¬ 
plains of the Conduct of the Company’s Servants at Dacca, in forcing the 
Country Merchants to take Tobacco, and other Things, above the Market Price. 
Soon after, the Debates on the Mongheer Treaty explain to us, that the English 
had been concerned in this Trade for some Years; and indeed Three Years 
Possession had taught them to look on it as Matter of Right, and vindicate it 
as such in their Negociations with Cossim Ally Cawn, 

.^4. As soon as it came to our Knowledge, we strictly forbad it, under Date 
of the 8‘'* February 1764, which our Governor and Council took into Considera¬ 
tion 17“* October, though they presumed at the same time to carry it on in 
Defiance to those Orders. 

36. You now desire our Concurrence in it for the Advantage of the Com¬ 
pany, and of the Company’s Servants. 

36. With respect to the Company, it is neither consistent with their Honour 
nor their Dignity, to promote such an exclusive Trade. As it is now more im¬ 
mediately our Interest and Duty to protect and cherish the Inhabitants, and to 
give them no Occasion to look on every Englishman as their national Enemy, 
a Sentiment we think such a Monopoly would necessarily suggest; we cannot 
therefore approve the Plan you have sent us for trading in Salt, Beetle Nut, and 
Tobacco, or admit of this Trade in any Shape whatever ; and do hereby confirm 
our former Orders for its entire Abolition. And we must here observe toyoh, 
that we continue in the same Opinion which you find expressed in our Letters 
of the 24‘’* December and 19“* February last, that every one concerned in this 
Trade, even before B^ceipt of our Letter of the 1“ June 1764, has been guilty 
of a Breach of his Covenants. 

37. The Opinions of the first Lawyers in this Kingdom confirm our Senti¬ 
ments ; and whenever we receive the list of the Claims for Restitution, we 
shall then with Precision know whom we are to call to Account for these 
ellicit Practices. We are fully sensible that these Innovations and illegal Traffic 
laid the Foundation of alt the Bloodshed, Massacres, and Confusion, which 
have happened of late Years ; we cannot suffer ourselves to indulge a Thought 
towards the. Continuance of them, upon any Conditions whatsoever. No Be- 
gulations can, in our Opinions, be formed, that can be effectual to prevent 
the lific Conseguences whtch we have seen. W^e consider it too as disgraceful 
and below the Dignity of our present Situation, to allow of such a Monopoly’ 
and were we to allow of it under any Restrictions, we should consider ourselves 
as assenting and subscribing to all the Mischiefs which Bengal has presented 
to us for these Four Years past. At the same Time we don't mean, that ike 
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ancient Duties upon those Commodities^ which constitute Fart of the Bevennes 
of Bengal, should he abolished ; hut we leave the Adjustment of those Duties to 
your Judgment and Con^deration. And here we must enjoin you to have 
particular’Hegard and Attention to the Good of the Natives, whose Interest and 
Welfare are now become our primary Care; and we earnestly recommend it 
to you, that you take the most effectual Methods to prevent these great Neces¬ 
saries of Life from being monopolized by the Rich and Great amongst them¬ 
selves, and by that Means the Poor and Indigent becoming liable to those 
Grievances and Exactions, which we mean to prevent our own People from 
being guilty of. 
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Extract from the Proceedings of the Committee appointed for the Adminis- 

. tration of Bengal, 17^. 


It is the opinion of the Bonrd that the only way of securing these prov- 
Opinion of the Board there, iuces froM further invasion is to continue the present 
on- war against Shuja Dowla and abide by our former 

Resolution to receive no proposals from him but those of delivering up Cossim 
Ally Oawn, Sombre, and our deserters; that Shuja Dowla in his present con¬ 
duct is far from testifying any sincere inclination to be at peace with us since 
he has cantoned his troops at Biixar and keeps possession of the whole country 
belonging to the Subasbip on the other side of the Sone, and so far from shew¬ 
ing the least disposition to submit to our terms it would appear by Mr. Batson’s 
letter of the 15 th that he not only expects we should recede from these terms, 
but also pay him money for a peace; that in this circumstance every, the least 
overture on our part towards an accommodation, or even an answer given to 
such proposals, will only serve to lessen his opinion of our force and encourage 
him in his design of renewing the war. 

It is therefore resolved that no further answer shall be made to Shitabroy 
And their Resolution in con- than that we are determined to abide by our former 
sequence. terms, and receive no messages until they are complied 

with; that with this answer Shitabroy may, if he pleases, return to Shuja Dowla, 
or if he rather chooses to remaur with us it may be sent in writing; but as we are 
resolved in the present circumstances not to admit Shitabroy or any other mes¬ 
senger to come to our camp he jjpust be acquainted if he does go that he cannot 
return to us until our terms are granted. 


Agreed that 


the substance of these Resolutions be accordingly wrote to 
Major Munro, Major Champion, and Mr. Billers; and 
that the latter be further desired to explain to the 
Nawab particularly the apparent insincerity of Shuja 
Dowla’s intentions, and our reasons for these Resolu¬ 
tions, that he may be convinced they are not formed with a view of engaging 
him in a needless war but as being absolutely necessary for our mutual 
defence. 


Substance thereof advised 
to Major Munro, Major Cham¬ 
pion, and Mr. Billers I. L. S« 
Nos. 96, 97, and 98. 


The Resolutions to be com¬ 
municated to the Nawab and 
Shitabroy wrote to in answer. 


Agreed further that the President do communicate 
these Resolutions to the Nawab and that he do also reply, 
so far as may be necessaiy, to the letter from Shitabroy. 


The NavaVs iateatioa of Taking uow into Consideration the advice of the 
remaining at Patna considered. N'awab’s intention to remain still in Patna. 


Further wrote to in conse- Agreed he be further •wrote to as follows:— 
quence. 

That the necessary continuance of the war will put us to an expense in 
troops, stores, and other military disbursements of seven lakhs of rupees a month, 
which sum exceeding greatly the whole amount of the revenues assigned to 
the Company, it becomes absolutely requisite that he should furnish independ¬ 
ently of his present engagements with them at least three lakhs a month 
towards this charge. That this demand we think can by no means appear un¬ 
reasonable when he considers that our military expenses are more than doubled- 
since the campaign against Meer Cossim, and will still be increased by the 
arrival of the reinforcements from Europe; that the entire defence of the three 
provinces depends upon us; that he is thereby wholly freed from the burden 
and expense of supporting troops, and that notwithstanding the cession to the 
Company of Burdwan, Midnapore, and Chittagong there still remains under his 
Government a number of districts, the revenues of which, if properly managed, 
will produce at least two crores of rupe^ a year. That the ma,nner and terms 
of the payment of this monthly supply he will please to settle with Mr. Billers, 
and also pay the balance of the forty lakhs into the Com^pany’s Treasury at Patna; 
that besides the army which we keep in the field anA- which will amount to 
the expense above mentioned, it is undoubtedly necessary towards our success 
in the war to raise and employ a body of good cavalry; but if it is not agree¬ 
able to him to keep them and pay them, on the footing proposed in the President’s 
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former letter, he will himself raise such a body as shall be servi^able 
and act in conjunction with our army; that another material consideration is 
the having a sufficient stock of provisions laid up in Patna and Monghyr; that 
we desire therefore he will give the necessary orders on that head to his officers, 
informing us what quantity there is now in store and u hat may be further ex¬ 
pected to come in from the different districts; that we may be satisfied of the 
army running no risk in the ensuing campaign from such a scarcity as it 
laboured under this; that we are adjusting the accounts of the merchants* 
losses, and as soon as they are finished a state thereof shall be laid before him. 
In the meantime as the delay of payment is an inconvenience to the sufferers, 
we desire he will be pleased to order the tuncaws for twenty lakhs, which was 
applied for by Mr. Batson. 


Agreed that a copy of this address to the Nawab be transmitted to 
And a copy of the address with directions to represent to the Nawab in 

transmitted to Mr. BiUers with the strongest terms how much hls own security and the 
directions. Fide the letter to tranquility of his Government are concerned in his co- 

operating with ns in the manner therein pointed out; 
that with respect to the monthly supply of money he must settle with the Nawab 
a method of paying it, and if it is agreeable to him propose his granting a tuncaw 
on Dacca or some other district which lies convenient for us to collect the rents; 
and with respect to provisions we desire he will himself enquire what quantity 
is now in store at Patna and what may be expected to come in from the differ¬ 
ent districts. 


The President desires a 
minute may be inserted in the 
margin of one of the Nawab's 
letters. 


The President desires the following minute may be 
inserted in the margin of the Nawab’s letter of the 12th 
in answer to his of the 8rd:— 


With respect to the donation to the navy mentioned in this letter, it is 
true I have more than once intimated to the Nawab, by letter as well as by his 
Vaquels, that as he had made a present to the army he should likewise consi¬ 
der the navy in some degree proportionate to their services and the good dis¬ 
position with which they came to his assistance, and the Nawab having desired 
my opinion what that proportion should be, I answered that the land forces 
had gone through every severe campaign which the sea forces though equally 
willing could not share in although the Marines and a detachment of the Seamen 
took the field immediately after their arrival, and have been employed ever 
since; upon the whole therefore I advised that his gift to the sea forces should 
be one-half of what he had given to the land forces, and that as soon as he had 
determined upon the sum I would lay it before the Council and desire them to 
settle the term of payment in proportion with the. other engagements to be 
answered. I never enforced this proposal with any such expressions as he men¬ 
tions to have been written to him by his Vaquels nor any word tending to such 
a purport, but on the contrary always said it was not a matter of right, but of 
favor depending upon the Nawab*s pleasure. 


(Signed) HENRY VANSITTART. 


Port William, the 13 th August 1764. 

Secret Deportment, Monday, ^ CONSULTATION PEE8ENT : 


John Spencer, Esquire, President. 
Samuel Middleton, Esquire. 
Ralph Leycestbr, Esquire. 
John Burdett, Esquire. 


The Governor, Messrs. Hastings and Watts absent at Ghjratti. 

The Consnltation of the 6th instant being wrote fair was read and approved. 

Received the following letter from Major Femble who at present com- 

MojorPemWe-s letter. feantoumeuts at Patna, dated the Srd 

instant' 



3 


Hqnoui^ble Sie and Sibs,-~-As my present situation of commanding the 
troops on this side the river renders it indispensably my duty to address you on 
any material occasion, I am under the disagreeable necessity of doing it at this 
juncture to inform you of an intended mutiny in the battalions of sepoys, 
and of my proceedings on that occasion. 

Captain Smith informed me yesterday that he had certain intelligence from 
his Adjutant of a concerted scheme amongst the sepoys to march off this morn¬ 
ing with fixed bayonets and loaded arms. In this situation I had only to 
of and apply an immediate remedy. To oppose them with the European troops I 
had with me I knew was not to be attempted, and it is obvious that seizing 
their arms would be attended with dangerous consequences in future, as they 
never could with propriety have been trusted on any service. I therefore 
thought the most prudent step I could take was to send for all the officers of 
Captain Smith’s battalion to inform them of the intelligence I had received, and 
to point out the necessity there was for them to declare everything they knew 
concerning it. The generality of them protested they were quite ignorant of 
the scheme in imitation, but had frequently heard the sepoys murmuring in 
respect to the small proportion of their donation money, but on being checked 
by them they had been quieted. The Adjutant was the only officer that was 
circumstantial; he declared that the night before last he overheard many of the 
sepoys in the cantonments speaking of the intended mutiny and to this pur¬ 
pose, that as the batta was now taken off, and they had not received their 
proper share of prize money, they could not subsist, and that they were there¬ 
fore resolved to serve the enemy rather than remain wil^ us on these terms; 
that they were to have revolted that very day; and that everything had been 
fixed for that purpose by the sepoys of the different battalions; but on recol¬ 
lecting that this was the field day for Captain Smith’s battalion, they could 
better put their scheme in execution, and it was therefore deferred; that Cap¬ 
tain Smith’s battalion was first to seize their magazine and guns and then to 
march off to join the other battalions which would be ready to receive them, 
carrying with them Lieutenant Harper, and their Commandant, and to leave a 
guard with Captain Smith, he being sick. The Adjutant bearing an excel¬ 
lent character, together with the steadiness and propriety with which he related 
this matter, left me no room to doubt of its reality; and therefore having first 
convinced the officers of the shame and scandal it would reflect on them if any¬ 
thing of this kind happens, at the same time knowing how impossible it would 
be for them to hinder it if the sepoys were determined, I therefore resolved 
on hearing from themselves the truth of the whole, and as no time could be 
lost then in suppressing so pernicious an evil, I desired Captain Smith to order 
his battalion out, when I related to them what I heard, at the same time 
assuring them that I could not possibly believe it; for that men who had given 
such proof of their valour and fidelity in the last action could never be prevailed 
on to commit so horrid and unsoldierlike an action which must for ever reflect 
scandal and dishonour on themselves and families. From this representation I 
was in hopes to fix on one or two of the ringleaders, who I would immediately 
have made an example of; however I was disappointed for they were unani.- 
mous in their demands for hatta and prize money. In this case I found there 
was no alternative and myself under a necessity of assuring them their batta 
should be continued till the Board’s pleasure was !^own; and that I would like¬ 
wise represent to them their sentiments relative to the donation: thus far, 
gentlemen, I have taken on myself to answer for, and by which means I have 
checked for the present their mutinous disposition; but it cannot be imagined it 
can last long unless some remedy, is applied, but as you, gentlemen, will im- 
doubtedly judge for the best, I have only to submit it to your consideration, 
though as an officer I flatter myself I may presume thus far as to say that I 
believe the present relaxed and undisciplined state of this army can only be 
recovered by the superior reinforcements that are expected this year, which wOl 
no doubt enable you to form and fix an establishment which wUl be conducive 
to the general good. 

I have wrote the whole of this affair to Major Champion who is with that 
part of the army on the other side the Ganges. I likewise immediately advised 
Major Hibbert of it, who has joined heartily with me in taking the necessary 

Of 2 



4 


r^rp^iiiHons I am much obUged likewise to Oaptem Smith, who though much 
SS^has very activi and assisting. I also acquaint^ the gei^tlemen 
commanding at the advanced posts in order to put them on theur guard. I hav 
^n^riitlemen only to hope that my conduct will meet with your approbation, 
which will not only afford me the greatest happiness, but will reflect an honour, 
I shall ever be ambitious to preserve. 


I am with the greatest respect, 

Hon’ble Sir and Sirs, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

(Signed) CHARLES PEMBLE. 


Mr Spencer acquaints the Board that immediately on receipt of this letter 
TheGoTe«or’sietterincon. yesterday, the Governor wrote to Major Munro from 
sequence to Major Muuio. Ghyratti in thc foUowing terms 

Ghyratti, 12th August 1764. 

Dear Sir, —I have just received a letter from Major Pemble with an ac¬ 
count of an intended mutiny among the sepoys. In the present relaxed state 
of the discipline of our army I do not wonder at it, for as the sepoys form so 
larffe a nart of our force, any distinction to their prejudice in respect of their 
pal and batta might be very hable to produce a bad effect. 

I therefore that as the European troops are kept upon half batta, 
the sepoys ought to have been so likewise; but it is of bad consequence to 
give a soldier anything he asks in a mutinous and disorderly manner, for 
which reason I would endeavour to avoid the appearance of it as much as possible 
by giving orders to this effect 

“ That it is your resolution to treat the sepoys in every respect as sol¬ 
diers ; to give them all their just right when they behave well, and their just 
punishment when they behave scandalously. That as to the donation money it 
was an indulgence that none had a right to ask; that it has been divided accord¬ 
ing to the appointment and approbation of the Nawab who gave it, and that it 
can admit of no alteration; that you are sorry he gave it at all, as the licen¬ 
tious, mean, and unsoldierlike behaviour of the troops in respect to that dona¬ 
tion will be a reason why no such indulgence will ever be permitted again to 
them, or any army in India. That the sepoys as well in cantonments and 
quarters as in the field shall be on the same footing as the soldiers; that is, 
when the soldiers have hdf or a third batta, the sepoys shall have the same, 
and when any of them think themselves a^rieved they may apply to their 
officers in a decent and obedient manner, which will be the surest way of ob- 
faining what they desire. That you hope you shall in future have occasion to 
praise instead of reproving and punisidng, and as the season appro^hes for 
marching towards the enemy, the wholefarmy are to hold themselves in readi¬ 
ness to take the field.” 

This of course puts them upon full batta, and as the time for remaining in 
cantonments is but short, it is not worth the while to attempt a saving in that 
article. 


I am, very sincerely, . 

Dear Sir, 

Your most obedient hWble servant, 
(Signed) H. VANSITTART. 
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Fort William, the 20th August 1764> 

Secret Department, Monday. At A CONSULTATION PMSBNT : 

The Hon’ble Henhy Vansittaet, President. 

John Spencbe, Esquire. 

Wahhen Hastings, Esquire. 

Samuel Middleton, Esquire. 

Ealph Letcesteb, Esquire. ' 

John Buhdeit, Esquire. 

Mr. Watts absent at Obyratti. 

The Consultation of the 13th instant being wrote fair was now read anl approved. 

Advices from the army of Siuce that date W6 have received^ the following 
the 4th and 5th inclusive. adviccs from the army:— 

To 


The Hon*ble Henby Vansittabt, 

Governor and President, 8cc., 

Council of Fort Williom, 

Gentlemen,—I mentioned in my letter to Mr Vansittart of the 2nd 
ultimo that I had put the troops on half batta, being willing (if possible) to 
reduce the expenses of the army, and as well to prevent the future conse¬ 
quences, from such indulgences as they have hitherto been favoured with, nor 
did it appear to me that any commotions would arise in the attempt. 

My presence was necessary at Choperah to give out the orders on this 
occasion, and 1 am convinced that those battalions there would have behaved 
themselves in a more soldierlike manner than it appears by a letter received 
from Major Femble they have done on this side, the particulars of which you 
have been acquainted with from him. 

It gives me much concern to find the disagreeable necessity we now labour 
under of giving up points so inconsistent with the office of a soldier, and what 
our duty requires of us, nor can 1 say in what it will end, as I am now con¬ 
vinced they are capable of making any demands on the least emotion amongst 
them. 

As Captain Smith’s battalion seems to be the ringleaders and he himself has 
marked out four companies, I shall endeavour if possible to send them out of 
this province for Sen^l; at present every thing seems quiet. 

You have another evil, gentlemen, to expect from this point of i^e batta 
being given up, which is a demand they have long been murmuring at, of their 
former field pay of 13 rupees per man, and if we are ordered to the field 1 should 
not be surprised on their making that demand, but for the present I would 
choose the least evil, and humor them till our reinforcements arrive, when 
we shall thm have it in our power to chastise their insolence. 

In the meantime rest assured that my best endeavours shall not be want- 
ii^ for the forming and better disciplining your army, which is so relaxed at 
present that it will require for some time a double diligence, which I have the 
pleasure to say your officers seem willing to undertake. 

I am. 

Gentlemen, 

With the greatest esteem. 

Your most obedient humble ser^nt, 

ALEXANDER CHAMPION. 

P.S .—^Though I have obsep-ed in the body of my letter the ill consequen¬ 
ces we are liable to from the* batta bdng given up, I must likewise observe 
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that considering how we are at present circumstanced, Major Pemble could 
have recourse to no other means. 

Patna, 

August 4thf at 10 P.M. 


Sib, —Since I wrote to you at one this afternoon, I have the pleasure to 
inform you that I have with difficulty, and contrary to my expectations, pre¬ 
vailed upon both the battalions to come back with me, upon condition they 
got the same as any other battalion gets, and this 1 have hound myself to give 
them. I am just arrived back with them, and have some hopes to be able to 
keep them wijthin hounds so I make good my promise to them. I must therefore 
request that any sum that is given or promised to any of the other battalions 
be sent here %r each of those with me, for without I keep my promise to them 
I cannot expect^ any obedience from them. Should there have any detachment 
marched upon account of my former letter, I think it would he better to call 
it hack, for any stir of that sort would make them immediately seize upon all of 
us here, and more than probable carry us off clear. I am at present getting all 
boats put out of the way, for were it not want of means to cross the river 1 am 
persuaded the two battalions and all of us along with them would have been 
now some coss into the Budgepore country. I must beg to hear &om you. 
frequently for a day or two. 

I am. 


Monieb, 

7th Augusti 7 o*clock at night. 


! 


Sir, 

Tour most obedient servant, 

HUGH GRANT. 


To 

The Hon’blb Henby Vansittabt, 

Governor and President, SfC., 

Council of Fort William. 

Gentlemen, —With the greatest concern I now enclose you two notes which 
are come to hand since I wrote you this morning. You will be acquainted with 
the disposition of that part of our troops, and the probability there is of bring¬ 
ing them to a true sense of their duty. My instructions to Major Hibbert are 
such that on no account whatever to make them any promises in his name, 
as it would be of the most pernicious consequence. Everything must be left to 
a representation to the Board. 

Everybody behaves here remarkably well considering how far matters have 
been carried beyond us, and I have yet hopes those rascals will be brought 
back to their duty. 

I have wrote strongly to Major Munro, and have reason to think that he 
will be here the day after to-morrow. 


I am. 

Gentlemen, 

With the utmost respect, 

Patna, "i Your most obedient humble servant, 

8th August, at 8\p.m. ] ' ALEXANDER CHAMPION. 

To Majob Champion. 

Sib,—I have wrote you about an hour ago, since then things are rather 
worse than they were. Captain Scotland’s battalion will not trust their arms out 
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of their hands. I would not by any means advise any force to be sent here for 
the present, for it will endanger us all and not answer any purpose. 

I am, 

Sir, 

Your most oh^ient humble servant, 

17th August, 10 at night. ' HUGH GRANT. 

JP,8 .—Let me know without loss of time how much I can promise each man. 

To 

Majob Champion. 

Dear Sie,—I arrived this night here about 10 o’clock, wi^in a coss of 
Monier, when I despatched a man to Captain Dow to let him know of my 
coming as I did not think it prudent to join him immediately, which it is very 
lucky I did not, as Captain Grant was come back there with the battalions that 
went off in the morning to Culwar Ght, but as mutinous as ever, and declared 
as they had got some intelligence of our coming that they would put every 
European to death with them if any force should be sent there. Captain Grant 
and all the gentlemen got away from them in the night and are now with us ex¬ 
cept Lieutenant Feak, also some of the gunners have got away and are with 
us. Lieutenant Martin, who was left at Culwar with two companies, I have 
ordered to march to Bangipoor if he can get them there; they are of Grant’s 
battalions and he says are not much inclined to mutiny. I have sent away several 
messages to the mutineers, to send a proper person to me with their reasons for 
making this commotion, and to let me know their demands; as we cannot think 
of going to them ourselves, in the first place for fear of being made prisoners, 
and in the next of their firing upon us, which it seems they are much inclined 
to do. Be assured I shall use my best endeavours, and take every method in 
my power to bring them to their duty again. 

Believe me. 

Dear Sir, 

Yours sincerely, 

7th August 1764, midnight. G. HIBBERT. 

To 

The Hon’ble Henry Vansittaet, 

Governor and President, 8fO., 

Council of Fort William. 

Gentlemen, —I have this moment got some account that the sepoys are 
returned to their doty, but their demands are so unreasonable that there is no 
suffering it. They want prize money equal to the Europeans, and will not suffer 
court martials, &c. 

I am with respect, 

O 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

8th August 1764, 9 p.m. ALEXANDER CHAMPION. 

To 

The Hon’blb Henry Vansittaet, 

Governor and President, §rc., 

Cotmdl of Fort William. 

Gentlemen, —I last night enclosed a note with my letter to the Board, 
after which I received one from Major Hihbert. I now enclose it to you. He has 
n^nrip. returned and informs me that everything seems perfectly settled without 
any direct promises. 
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The chief comphdnt with them rests on Majors Adam’s and Knox’s promises 
in regard to the sums they were to receive. 

I cannot advise yon, gentlemen, on this subject but depend on it the evil 
will not be rooted out till a severe example be made. 

I hope it will not be long before that happy day will come. Every body 
here behaves incomparably|Well, nor has a word been spoken since the latter 
commotion at Monier. 

I am. 

Gentlemen, 

With the greatest respect, 

Patna, I Your most obedient humble servant, 

9th jlitgust 1764, p.fn. ) ALEXANDER CHAMPION. 


To 

Majok Champion. 

Deab Snt,,—I have the pleasure to inform you that with great difficulty I 
am in hopes we have contented the battalions that revolted here, without making 
them any particular promises otherwise than giving my word and honor that if 
any of the other battalions received any more donation they should do the same. 
Their demands have been very extravagant, nothing less than proportionable 
share with the Europeans: but upon representing to them that the four lakhs of 
rupees the Nawab allotted them has been equally divided amongst their corps, 
which being so much lai^er than the Europeans has made their shares so small, 
they seemed to be something satisfied. However they say Majors Adams and 
Knox promised them their cartouch boxes full of rupees, and dwelt upon this 
subject much. They have also demanded that all courl-martials should be 
struck off, but to this we have avoided giving them any particular answer, and 
in the hurry of the subject of the donation, &c., past off. There is one thing 
they brought up, which I am greatly afraid will be made too soon a general 
complaint of. They say (that is some few of them, old servants) that their pay 
is too small, and that they cannot subsist upon it, and give hints they want the 
same as they formerly used to receive, thirteen rupees per month. 

1 shall stay here till to>morrow morning, and if all remains quiet shall 
then return back to Patna, when I will give you a more particular account of 
every circumstance as it has happened. 

Believe me. 

Dear Sir, 

Yours very sincerely, 

Monibe, ■) G. HIBBERT. 

8tk August 1764,11\ o*clock a,m.) 

c And the President further acquaints the Board that by letters from Major 
Farther to the President of Champion of the 10th and 11th everything continued 
the loth and 11th. quiet in camp. 

In consequence of the former part of these advices, it was agreed on the 

Fort Sfc Geoi^ wrote to 17th instant to write the following letter to Fort St. 
in conseqnence on the I7th (S-eorsre *— 
instant. vjwsgo. 

To 

Tee Hon’bIiB Robbbt Pale, 

President and Governor, ^c.. 

Council at Fort St. George. 

Honottbable Sib and Sirs, —We have received yoiir letter of the 25 th 
ultimo by the Ship Ali Bukhsh. 
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In our last letter of the 30th ultimo we advised your honor, &c., that Shuja 
Dowla still remained in the Budgepore country, and mentioned the necessity of 
your sending us reinforcements to enable us to prosecute the war against him. 
We have also made the same representation to you in many preceding leitters, 
hut the spirit of mutiny which has broke out afresh among our sepoys calls 
ti!pon us now to repeat, and enforce all that we have urged on this subject in 
the most strenuous manner. The greatest part of our Europeans are worn out 
by sickness, and the fatigues they have been subjected to from the length of 
time they have continued in the field, and our sepoys in their present muti¬ 
nous disposition (which seems to have increased from the notion of their own 
superiority) are by no means to be depended upon. The situation of the Com¬ 
pany’s affairs in Bengal are of course rendered very precarious under the expec¬ 
tation of a fresh invasion from Shuja Dowla as soon as the season opens, and so 
little reliance to place in the strength and disposition of our own army. We 
must therefore earnestly request that your honor, &c., will not'only forward 
to u^by the most speedy conveyances every man that is destined in this year’s 
supplies for recruiting our forces, but whatever more you can possibly spare from 
your own services. 


The Commander-in-chief of And agreed that we do now write the following 
the army now wrote to. letter to the Commander-iu-Chief at camp 

■ To 

Major Hector Munro, 

Commander-in-Chief of the Army in Behar. 

Sir, —"We have received Major Champion’s several letters of the 4th, 6th, 
8th, and 9th instant, and we desire you will return our thanks to that gentle¬ 
man, and the officers belonging to the battalions at Monier, for their diligence 
and good behaviour in the course of the mutiny, acquainting them that we do 
not think any other measures than those they pursued cpuld have been 
attempted with safety. 

We must depend upon your vigilance and good conduct, with the assistance 
of the officers, to prevent such disorders, in future among the sepoys, for as to 
complying with their unreasonable demands, we think it would only encour¬ 
age them to invent continually fresh pretensions which it would be impossible 
to satisfy; besides that it would imply a testimony of the weakness of our 
European force, and increase their notions of their own superiority. 

With respect to the demand which it is apprehended they may make for 
an addition of pay, on a pretence they had more formerly, we have to inform 
you that their pay and batta is now what it always has been since they were 
regularly established under European officers, is the same pay that the sepoys 
receive upon the coast, and rather more than they receive at Bombay; and that 
upo 1 the whole they have better encouragement than in any other service in 
India. Besides this, at the time when they do enlist they are acquainted with 
the terms on which they are to serve, and if not satisfied therewith may always 
obtain their discharge upon giving a month’s notice. Eor these reasons we 
should hope that no such demand may be made, but if it is, you must give them 
an answer to the foregoing effect, adding that we will not make any alteration 
in the present establishment of pay and batta. 

_ ♦ 

We hope you have by this time joined the army, and we must assure you 
that when you have made yourself more particularly acquainted with the state 
of the troops, we shall heartily concur in whatsoever measures you shall think 
most advisable for bringing them under better command. The number of 
sepoys is certainly too great in proportion, but as yet you know we have it not 
in our power to increase the number of Europeans; and we must therefore 
leave you to judge whether you think it better to oppose the enemy with a 
smaller number of sepoys, or to run the risk of further disorders by keeping 
so large a number together. In our opinion the risk of those disorders is 
greater tlum the risk of the enemy, and that it will be most eligible to lessen 
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tlie number of sepoys by sending down the most mutinous, battalion after ba.' 
talion, if not to Calcutta, to some post between this and Patna in order t 
separate them. 

With respect to exchanging some of the battalions by othere from hen’ 
we imagine it would not answer any good purpose, as whatever demands i 
pretensions they have, they are made a general concern, of which there is te 
recent proof in the behaviour of Captain Grant’s battalion that had but verjr 
lately joined the army. i 

The President lays before the Board translations of letters from the Nawab,’ 
letters from the Navrab and Shitabroy, dated the 5th, 6th, 8th, and 10th instant, 
and shitabroy. advising of their being on their way to Calcutta and 

advanced as far as Colgaung, and that the Nawab will on his arrival settle with 
the Council all matters of business. 

As soon as there is intelligence received of the Nawab’s arrival at Moorshed-> 
Mr. Watte to proceed to abad, agreed that Mr. Watts do proceed to meet him, 
meet the Nawab. ^nd attend him to Calcutta. * 


Port William, the 4th September 1764. 

Secret Department, Tuesday. A CONSULTATION PRESENT : 


The Hon’ble Henry Vansittart, President, 
John Spencer, Esquire. 


Warren Hastinos, Esquire. 

Hugh Watts, Esquire. 

* 

Samuel Middleton, Esquire. 


Ralph Letcester, Esquire. 
John Burdett, Esquire. 

The book of standing orders on the table. 


The Consnltation of the 27th ultimo being wrote fair was now read and approved. 


The Nawnb having arrived in Calcutta yesterday, and been received with 
i.. I all the usual ceremonies and respect, we have appointed 

The Nawab B arrival. -at i a* a ‘a f* a 

With Ills approbation to wait on him to-morrow morning 
in order to discourse on the points of our business. 

It is agreed therefore that the whole Board shall go to his house, and that 
The Board to wait on him a representation of our demands shall be opened to hirq 

in words to the following efiPect:— 


to-morrow on business. 


That by the sedition of the sepoys, and the coming on of the rains, Shuja 
The reproBontation to be Dowla has yet been ’able to hold the possession of a 
delivered to him. Considerable part of the Nawab’s country, and in the 

eyes of the world must be deemed successful in the war against us; that we 
have now brought our army ipto a state of obedience and good order; that we 
have received supplies of men from our other presidencies, and expect daily 
laige reinforcements from England. That we can depend on no treaties with 
any of the chiefs of the empire further than they may find their own account 
in so doing, and any money given, or concessions made to Shuja Dowla, besides 
the ignominy attending such a measure, would but sl^ngthen his hands 
against us. That for these reasons we are firmly re.solved to prosecute the war 
against Shuja Dowla with the utmost vigor, nor listen to any proposals while 
he continues on this side of the Carumnassa; that the only difficulty we appre-. 
bend is the want of money to pay our troops, as our present income will not 
defray the amount of the expenses, nor will it be in our power to maintain the 
war unless the Nawab will assist us by allowing us a temporary assignment 
of part of his revenues, until we have defeated the designs of our common 
enemy, and his territories are so far secured from any sudden invasion as to 
admit of our reducing our force. And that then this assignment shall he given 
hack to him, and we willcontent ourselves with those which we already hold 
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by right of our treaty "with him. Tliat he has frequently declared he can place no 
dependence on his own troops, and he must therefore be convinced that it will 
be the most for his interest to rest his sole dependence on ours, which shall ever 
be employed in his service, and in the faithful execution of our engagement 
with him. That by these means he need not be at any expense for any forces 
of his own, and the money ass^ed will only be entrusted in our hands for his 
own service, and the protection of the provinces, which otherwise must be laid 
out upon new raised troops on whose fidelity and courage he can have no 
reliance; that the accounts of the losses of the merchants in the war are nearly 
closed, but the exact amount is not yet ascertained; that however we judge it 
will fall little short of forty lakhs, and the merchants are much distressed by the 
long delay of the payment of this money. 

That upon the whole we hope for his ready compliance with these neces¬ 
sary regulations; hnd on our part we shall be ready to do whatever lies in our 
power for the good of the country, and the establishment of his Government 
and authority on the most secure and respectable footing. 


Fort William, the 10th September 1764. 

Secret Department, No. 3, ^ 5 . ^ CONSULTATION PnESENT: 

Monday. 

The Hon*ble Henry Vansittart, President, 

John Spencer, Flquire. 

Warren Hastings, Esquire. 

. Hugh Watts, Esquire. 

Samuel Middleton, Esquire. 

Ralph Letcester, Esquire. 

John Burdett, Esquire. 

The book of standing orders on the table. 

The Consultations of the 4th and 8th instant being wrote fair were now read and approved. 

The President lays before the Board the following translation of the Nawab’s 

TheNawab’s answer to the answer to the representation presented to him last Wed- 
Board’s representation. hesday, which he delivered in Persian at our meeting 

of Saturday:— 

Traudaiion of the Jfawab’t answer to the representation of the Board. 

You write ** that by the sedition of your sepoys, and the coming on of the 
rains Shuja-ul-Dowla has yet been able to hold the pos- 
The answer. session of the Budgepore districts which belong to my 

territories, and therefore will be reported throughout Hindostan to have been 
successful in the war against us; that you have now brought your army into a 
state of obedience and good order; that you have received supplies of men from 
Bombay and Madras, and are in daily expectation of large reinforcements from 
•Rn pInTnl ; that you can depend on no treaties with any of the chiefs of Hindos¬ 
tan further than they may find their own account in the observance of them; 
that any money given, or concession made' to Shuja-ul-Dowla, would only serve 
to strengthen his hands against you; that therefore you are resolved to prosecute 
the war against him, and not listen to any proposals while he continues on this 
side of the Carumnassa.’* 

Gentlemen, —That Shuja-ul-Dowla has encamped at Buxar, and main¬ 
tains Vtivnaftlf in the possession of the Budgepore districts is not owing to any 
seditions of the English troops, but the rainy season, and the swelling of the 
Soane is the cause why neither our forces can march s^ainst Shuja-ul-Dowla 
nor he against us, otherwise we should imdoubtedly have used our endeavours 
to drive away the enemy, and'Shuja-ul-Dowla on his part would not have 
remained quiet in the Budgepore districts, but would to the utmost of his power 
have spread ruin and desolation over the rest of the country. As we are per¬ 
suaded that the chiefs of Hindostan will pay no further regard to their treaties 
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tlian suits with their own interest, so they it is probable entertain the like 
opinion of us. Till your minds are set at ease, how can you make any accom¬ 
modation, or concessions, or submit to the ignominy attending such a measure P 
Whereas you, gentlemen, in consideration of the evils consequential to such a 
proceeding are resolved to prosecute the war against Shuja-ul-Dowla, although 
1 by no means dissent from your advice and proposals, and am persuaded that 
through the blessing of God, and your warlike preparations, our arms would be 
crowned with success, yet it is not to be expected that one battle will entirely 
disperse the King’s forces, secure the country from devastation, and enable me 
to carry on the affairs of my Government in peace and quietness. It seems 
proper therefore that you should duly consider the evils of war and the advan¬ 
tages of peace, and determine in such a manner as may be more advisable that 
there may be no room for future objections, and my business and the Com¬ 
pany’s may daily flourish more and more. « 

Tou write “ that the number of your forces being greatly augmented, the 
Company’s revenues are not suflScient to defray half the expense of them; .that 
I should grant an assignment on my territories for defraying this additional 
expense; that I should lighten the charges of my own troops, and apply myself 
to the payment of the English troops; that when these troubles are removed, the 
enemy driven away, and the country restored to a state of security, you will 
reduce your expenses and give back the lands I may assign you.” 

What has been the state of my collections from Bengal and Behar and 
what my expenses on account of iroops, &c., by reason of these troubles is not 
unknown to you, gentlemen. The province of Behar has been entirely laid 
waste and ruined, and the affairs of Bengal also have been greatly injured. 
Eorty lakhs of rupees have been appointed for the Company by way of gratuity 
and indemnification for the losses they sustained from Meer Cossim, and 
twenty-five lakhs have been granted to the King’s and Company’s troops, besides 
the expenses of my own troops, and restitution to the English merchants, and 
other dependants of the Company; these different articles amount to so consider¬ 
able a sum that it must be a very diflicult matter to discharge them from the 
revenues of such parts of Bengal as are in my possession; and besides my own 
necessary expenses, and the various charges of the Government are to be pro¬ 
vided for out of these revenues. Accordingly it is written in the treaty made 
between us. at the time of my appointment to the subadarry that besides the 
assigned lands you will not make any other demands for the expenses of your 
army, and that you will furnish me with as many troops as I may want. 
Thus Colonel Clive, when he marched with an English army against the 
Sbahzada, made no demands over and above the agreement, only a small 
monthly allowance which was appointed by way of batta that I paid, besides 
which he took not a cowry from me. It is necessary that you, gentlemen, also 
should give attention to this matter, and consider our agreement, and the for¬ 
mer custom. Whereas numbers of Englishmen interfere in the affairs of the 
country, and from grain to wood, &c., purchase all kinds of merchandise accord¬ 
ing to their heart’s desire which brings no advantage to the Company, but inter¬ 
rupts my business and exposes my Government to contempt, your consideration 
and justice is requisite herein, as it is proper that you should be attentive to the 
increase of my honor and the prosperity of my Government. Whereas I hoped 
to get possession of Meer Cossim’s effects, you will know that not a daum has 
fallen into my hands. On this account I have not yet been able to fully dis¬ 
charge my agreements, and I have deferred making the usual provisions, as the 
m^hymoratil, topek4na, &o. In short, God knows that I rest not day or night 
from considering how to fulfil my agreements, nor will my mind be ever at 
ease tiU that is accomplished. However if the Company shall be at any extra¬ 
ordinary expense, as I should be unwilling to have them suffer any loss, I will 
do all I can. * 

With respect to the restitution to the English merchants and other depend¬ 
ants on the Conapany, I will not be negligent in this business, whereas you 
imagine it will amount to about forty lakhs of rupees, whatever may be deter¬ 
mined by you, gentlemen, in Council, you will give me an account of the parti¬ 
culars, which when I have understood I will use my endeavours towards the 
discharge thereof, but the terms of payment shall be such that leisure ^may be 
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allowed me, and that I may be able to pay every one according to the stipu¬ 
lation that may be made. ' H-. 

The reducing the expense of the troops, &c., and the security of the 
country depend upon peace, and in my judgment a continuation of the war 
cannot but be detrimental and ruinous; in both cases I am ready to comply 
with your inclinations. It is proper that you should duly weigh the good and 
evil consequences of either measure, and in case you think peace advisable 
inform me thereof that I may use my endeavours to bring it about and estab¬ 
lish the foundations of it on the most solid footing, to the satisfaction of you, 
gentlemen, and to our perfect security, that so I may apply myself with a quiet 
Triind to the management of affairs of the Nizamut. 

With'regard to your demand of five lakhs of rupees per month on account 
of the additional expenses of the army, &c., which cannot be defrayed from the 
revenues of Burdwan, and the other assigned lands, as this is not the season 
of the year for large collections, although you well know the desolated state of 
the country, and how much I am in arrears on account of the sums I have 
agreed to pay, and my other expenses, yet, as it is necessary, I should do my 
utmost for the support of the troops. I do therefore agree that for the space of 
three or four months I will by every means in my power borrow and supply 
you with the sum of four lakhs of rupees per month, and when these troubles 
are removed, I will deduct these from what money may be due from me to the 
Company according to the treaty between us, and receive back the balance out ’ 
of the revenues of Burdwan, which will then be sufficient, as the additional 
expenses will no longer remain, and so repay the merchants the money I may 
borrow from them. 

With regard to the forty lakhs of rupees which you demand as restitution 
for the losses of the English merchants and other dependants of the Company, 
you, gentlemen, know that in Colonel Clive’s time, when the English merchants 
and other inhabitants of Calcutta delivered in their accounts of the losses they 
had sustained by the troubles with Seraj-ul-Dowla, the Colonel deducted half 
the amount of the claims and caused the other half to be paid. Now also you 
should in like manner take a just account from each person, deduct half the 
amount and settle the payment of the remaining half on such terms that I may 
not be pressed but may discharge it leisurely by degrees. 

I am at all times ready, gentlemen, to act agreeably to your pleasure, and 
comply with your inclinations to the utmost of my power. You are well 
acquainted with the state of the country, and know that I have not been able to 
recover any of my effects from Meer Cossim. It is requisite that you should duly 
consider my representation that I may have it in my power to comply with your 
desires, and there may be no room for accusing me hereafter of neglect. 


The President acquaints the Board further that in a visit he has since paid 
to the Nawab he represented both to him and his 
visit he the ministers the impropriety of the excuses he has made in 

Board waited on him on Satur- his auswer and the bad consequence which may attend 

further delays; that our demands are not made with a 
view to any advantage to the Company, but merely to assist the public service 
for his security and our own; that with respect to the restitution demand, we 
had with all care and diligence inspected every account, and though it would 
amount to a much larger sum than what we had mentioned, yet we had deter¬ 
mined to reduce, and rest it upon that, ‘ but that the greatest part thereof 
should be paid in ready money, and the rest in propfHionate payments in the 
course of this year; that to all this the Nawab, after repeating the excuses 
contained in the foregoing paper, concluded with saying that he would conform 
to the inequation of the Council, but did not then proceed to settle the ready 
money payments, or assignments. 

It is agreed therefore that the President and Mr. 
Spencer shall wait on the Nawab again this evening, 
and endeavour to settle finally this business. 

Agreed further that the President do write answers 
to th6 letters from the King and Shuja-Bowla to the 
effect following:— 

To the Kmg ,—^That we have always been sincere in our attachment to him, 
and must doubtless agree with him in opinion that our endeavours should be used 


To wait on liim again with 
Mr. Spencer and endeavour to 
conclude the business* 

Answers wrote to the King 
and Shuja Dowla’s letters re¬ 
corded on last consultation. 
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for promoting the good of the people. That Shitabroy is arrived, and has com- 
muiilfcated to us his commands, that as His Majesty’s armies have desolated the 
provinces and ruined the inhabitants, as tranquillity is not yet restored, 
and the chiefs of the court still persist in their hostilities on the country, and 
as he has taken Sumro, whd is a base murderer, under his protection, we cannot 
therefore at present send any person of our nation to wait on him; but 
as soon as His Majesty will be graciously pleased to set our minds at ease, we 
should esteem it an honor to send some person to wait on him and shall always 
continue to shew forth our fidelity and attachment. 

To Shujah-Dotola .—The same preamble with this addition, that although we 
are obliged to him for the punishment he has inflicted on Meer Cossim, yet as 
he has not been brought to justice in the manner, we formerly requested 
and still hope from him, and as Sumro, with the Europeans who have deserted 
from our army, are still under his protection, and even entertained in his 
service, we cannot be satisfied, and therefore hope that His Highness will be 
kind enough to deliver Sumro and the Europeans into our hands that they may 
be punished according to the European laws; that as soon as he will be pleased 
to consent to our requests, and withdraw his troops out of these provinces, we 
shall be fully satisfied and will with the greatest pleasure find some English 
gentleman to wait upon him, &c. 


Fort William, the 6th November 1764 


Secret Department, Tuesday. A CONSULTATION PBESENT : 

The Hon’blb Hbnet Vansittabt, President.. 
John Sfenceb., Esquire. 

Chaeles Staefoed Platdell, Esquire. 
Waeebn Hastings, Esquire. 

John Johnston, Esquire, 

Samuel Middleton, Esquire. 

Ralph Leycestee, Esquire. 

John Buedett, Esquire. 


The Consultation of the 1st instant being wrote fair was now read and approved. 

Received a letter from Major Munro, dated the 26th October, containing 
, , the particulars of the action of the 23rd with a plan of 

our order of battle, the returns of the kill^ and 
wounded, and of the ordnance, &c., taken in the field. Ordered that all of them 
be here entered. 


To 


The Hon’ble Heney Vansittaet, 

President and Governor, Sfc., 

^ Council at Fort William. 

Gentlemen, —I had the pleasure to acquaint the Governor by a chit from 
the field of battle the 23rd that the army had got a complete victory over the 
Vizier and his army. I shall now give you the particulars of the action as 
nearly as 1 can recollect. 

The troops encamped in sight of the enemy’s encampment on the 22nd, when 
some of the principal officers and myself went to reconnoitre their situation, and 
after resolving on the place of attack which I intended should be very early 
on the 23rd, hircarrahs were despatched to bring information of the roads, and 
some few remarks they were ordered to make, but as they did not return at 12 
at night the attack was put off till the 24th, 
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The morning of the 23rd I went out in the same manner as before at 
day light to reconnoitre, at which time their whole army was under 
and some of them in motion as we imagine expecting an attack ^,rly 
that morning, hut we had no sooner returned to’ camp than they were 
perceived by Major Champion to he moving forward^ upon which I ordered in 
the advanced posts, and the drums to heat to arms. The army formed imme» 
diately in line of battle in front of our camp, which I ordered not to be struck 
as it might prove of service to our second line which was the case when the 
enemy charged our rear. Their cannonading began at 9 o’clock, and half an 
hour after the action became general. We had a morass in our front, which pre¬ 
vented our moving up for some time, by which means the number of cannon 
they had, which were well levelled and equally well disposed, galled us very 
much. I was forced to order a battalion of sepoys with one gun from the right 
of the first line to move forward to silence one of their batteries, which played 
upon our flank, and obliged to support it by another battalion from the second 
line w'hich had the desired effect, when I ordered both the lines to face to the 
right, and march very slow in order to clear our left wing of the morass. Major 
Hibbert sending me word it could not clear it; and when done, face to our 
former front, the right wing wheel up to the left, then the whole first line 
move forward keeping up a very brisk cannonade. I sent orders to Major Pemble, 
who commanded the second line, to face it to the right about and follow the 
first, but that gentleman saw the propriety of that movement so soon that he 
began to put it in execution before he received my orders. Immediately after 
both the lines pushed forward with so much order and resolution, at which time 
the small arms began, that the enemy soOn after began to give way, and five 
minutes before 12 their whole army were put to flight. We pursued them to 
a nulla about a coss from the field of battle, hut the bridge being broken, either 
by design or accident, the pursuit ended ^ past 3 in the afternoon, otherwise I 
would have followed them to the Ourumnassa. By a moderate computation 
they must have lost between the killed in the field and drowned in nulla 
above 6,000 men. Give me leave now, gentlemen, to inform you that I cannot 
enough applaud, nor is it in my power to express (if at the same time I do hut 
justice to) the merit of the officers, from their brave and gallant behaviomr on 
the 23rd and also of the troops in general. I would look upon it a happiness 
as well as an honor had I it in ‘my power to reward their merit, but you have, 
and I most earnestly request you may in due time take proper notice of it 
and acquaint the Honourable Company of their good behaviour, and the con¬ 
duct and bravery of the field ofl&oers, and commandant of artillery in particular, 
as I shall His Majesty with that of the whole. I beg leave to recommend to you 
for promotion Messrs. Nicolls, Sevan, and Harper, three very brave young men. 
This having ended the battle of Buxar give me leave to conclude my letter with 
assuring you that when some of the young officers, I mean those of a short stand¬ 
ing in the service, have a little more experience, with a little strict discipline, and. 
the men the latter, the Hon'ble Company will have a glorious small army for 
this part of the world. I shall proceed in a few days to Benares where I shall 
wait for your further instructions. Enclosed is the list of the killed, wounded 
and missing. There is one hundred and thirty pieces of cannon taken from the 
enemy; a particular account of them shall be sent to-morrow'. Captain Wedder- 
burn took some stands of arms, and saved some of our grain and camp 
bullocks from being plundered. All the officers qs myself lost all our camp equi¬ 
page and baggage. 


I am, with great esteem. 

Gentlemen, 

Gamp at Bxjxab, "I Your most obedient humble servant, 

25th October 1764. J HECTOR MUNRO. 



4 Companies of Sepoys with the Magazine. 
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6-Pounder 
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4 guns belonging f —o^* — ■ 0 
to Capt. Smith’s bat- < 
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Plan, of the order of our Army in the battle of Bnrar. 

Front umes. 
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Return of the hilled^ wounded, and missing of the troops under the Command of MAJOR 
Hector Mvero, Ojtober 23rd, 1764. 

Europeans, 



Officers. 

Killed. Woukded. 

Lieutenant Spilsbury of His Majesty's 96th Re- Captain Grafton of His Majesty’s 96th Kegi- 

giment. ment. 

Ensign James Thompson ui the Hon’ble Com- Lieutenant John Dixon of the Hoii’ble Com¬ 
pany’s Battalion. pany’s Artillery. 

Lieutenant Charles Menza of the Hon'ble 
Company’s Battalion. 

Ensign Robert Shand of Sepoys. 

Non-Commissioned and Private. 

Killed, Wounded, 

Edward Buly, Private of His Majesty’s 96th Thomas Harway Robert Hevenson of His Ma^ 

Regiment. jesty’s 96th Regt. 

Edward Trotter of His Majesty’s Marines. Edward Loring, Sergeant of His Majesty’s 

' Marines. 



Mogul Cavalry. 



825 
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A Betnm of Ordnance, ^e., taken in the action near Buxar, the 23rd October 1764. 



Extract of a letter from the The President also lays before the Board the following 
Couimander-in-Chief to the extract of a letter from the Major to him dated the 

26th October 

“ If you shall not judge it necessary to suffer the army to proceed further 
than Benares, I beg you may consent to my setting out for Calcutta without 
loss of time with His Majesty’s troops to be ready to embark for Europe. I have 
sent down the detachment of the 84th to go by the first ship. I beg leave to 
recommend to your notice the following officers for their gallant behaviour 
at the battle :—Captain Stables, Captain Grant, Captain Winwood, Mr. Stuart, 
my Secretary, Mr. Thomas Hamilton, one of my Aid-de-camps. I hope you 
will get him his standing on the other coast. The following gentlemen had 
their horses shot under them, and three of them at the time I was delivering 
them orders : Major Pemble, Major Hibbert, the Major of Brigade (Captain 
E. Hamilton), Captain Gordon, and Mr. Hamilton. 

“ I earnestly request the Board may write to the Presidency of Bombay, 
acquainting them with the good behaviour of Major Pemble, Captain Hamilton, 
and Captain William McPherson, that they may in the proper manner write to 
the Hon’ble Company so that their merit may have its due reward. 

“Major Pemble having acquainted me with the gallant behaviour of 
Mr. Sage, his Aid-de-camp, I hope you will also pay a due regard to his merit as 
also to that of Captains Hay and Kinlock with lieutenant Duff of the Artillery 
who. well deserve your notice.” 

A letter of thanks addressed Agreed that we address ou this occasion the following 

to the Commander-in-chief. letter to Major Munro:— 

We received with peat pleasure the first news of your success of the 23rd 
of October against Shuja-Dowla by your note to the President from the field of 
battle, and yesterday we were favored with your letter of the 26th containing 
the detail of the action which from the great force of the enemy, and the num- 
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ber of their artillery, is one of the most interesting that ever was fought in India. 
The signal victory you pined so as at one blow utterly to defeat their designs 
against these provinces is an event which does so much honor to yourself. Sir, 
in particular, and to all the oflBcers and men under your command, and which 
at the same time is attended with such important advantages to .the Company 
as calls upon us to return you our sincere thanks. We shall regard it at once 
as our pleasure and our duty to set forth to the Court of Directors how 
much they are obliged to you for your skill and activity in the care of the 
army before the opening of the campaign, your judgment in leading them 
into the field in the earliest of "the season, and your conduct in the disposition 
you made for receiving or attacking the enemy; we request that you will return 
our thanks to the other field officers and the commandant of artillery for their 
care and vigilance in preserving this disposition, and taking every* advantage 
over the enemy, and to the officers and men in general for their bravery and 
good behaviour on this important occasion. Lieutenants Nicoll, Harper, and 
Bevan, mentioned in your letter to us, and Captains Grant, Winwood, Hay, 
Stables, and Kinlock, Mr. Hamilton, your Aid-de-camp, Lieutenant Duff of 
the Artillery, Mr. Stuart, your Secretary, and Mr. Sage who acted as Major 
Pemble’s Aid-de-camp, mentioned in like manner in your letter to the President 
as meriting your particular notice have gained great honor. They may be 
assured that your recommendation shall not be forgot, and that they shall 
receive upon all occasion every encouragement the rules of the service will 
admit of. We shall also take the first opportunity of writing to the President 
and Council of Bombay of the good services of Major Pemble and Captains 
Hamilton and McPherson belonging to that establishment, and shall request of 
them to take every opportunity of rew^arding their merit. 

For the further operations of the army we refer you to our separate letter 
of instructions of this date, and are with great esteem, &c. 


And having maturely considered and fully debated on the substance of 
these advices— 


Also a letter of instructions 
f.»r Lis further operations. 


Agreed we also address the Major another letter with 
instructions for the further operations of the army. 


To 

Major Hector Munro, 

Commander-in-Chief of the Army. 

Sir, —^As Shuja Dowla has all along refused to submit to the reasonable 
terms we demanded of him, and at last put the whole to the risk of a 
general engagement in which our arms have been attended with such signal 
success, we think it just and necessary to require and obtain for the Company 
some cession and compensation for this risk, and the great expense of the 
war in which he has engaged us. 

In addition therefore to the former demand of the delivery up of Meer 
Cossim, Sombre, and the deserters, we are resolved to insist on the cession of 
that part of Shuja Dowla’s country, taking in on the north side of the Ganges 
the city of Benares, and on the south side the fort of Chinhargur, nearly op¬ 
posite the said city. 

If Shuja Dowla sues for peace, these are the terms you are to demand, 
with which if ho complies we authorize you to desist from further hostilities, 
agreeing to the mutual condition that we will not assist his enemies, and that 
he shall not assist ours. 

If he does not sue for peace, or suing refuses to assent to these terms, we 
would have you prosecute the war in the most effectual manner to reduce him 
to compliance. But if that object cannot be attained without leading you to 
too great a distance from our own borders, we would have you give encour¬ 
agement to such competitors for Shuja Dowla*s dominions as you shall thmk 
most capable of supporting himself in the possession of them without requiring 
the further assistance of our forces after he is once established. 

e2 
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Having never regarded the King as an accessory in the war we are very 
desirous of separating him from Shuja Dowla; and if this can be done by offer¬ 
ing him on the foregoing terms the possession and sovereignty of Shuja "Dowla’s 
country, we would prefer that to all other connections, and whilst there remain 
any hopes of gaining over the King, whatever persons’ pretensions you shall 
find necessary to encourage, must he supported in the name of the &ng, and 
with a reserve of his rights. 

In case, by the consequences of this defeat, Shuja Dowla should be driven 
out of his country through the rebellion of his subjects, or the mutiny of his 
troops, you will in like manner support the Kihg if he can he brought over, or 
the most powerful competitor, with the same reserve of the King’s rights. 

With respect to Bulwand Sing, the Baja of Benares, and zemindar of the 
Gazepore country, the double part that he acted in the beginning of the war 
sufficiently warns us to put no confidence in him, and therefore if he has not 
already been permitted to join you, or you have entered into no engagements 
with him, we would have him dispossessed of his country, and his person, if 
possible, secured. 

It has always been the rule of our conduct to conciliate the affections of 
the people in the countries where we have made war, and prevent to the utmost 
of our power all manner of plunder and destruction. This we must recom¬ 
mend to your strict observance, and think it the rather necessary on this occa¬ 
sion, as the city of Benares being reputed a place of great wealth may be a 
temptation to the sepoys, and it would give us a particular concern were any 
mischief committed in a place which is so much respected for its antiquity and 
held sacred in the eyes of the whole country. 

Of such part of the country as shall fall into our hands, we desire you will 
settle means for collectii^ the revenues for account of the Company, and we 
have directed Messrs. Billers and Dacres to proceed from Patna and take this 
charge off your hands as soon as possible. 

We are with esteem, &c. 


Aud in consequence thereof. In consequence of the last paragraph of the instruc¬ 
tions to Major Munro— 

Orders sent to the Chief Agreed we Send the following orders to the Chief 
and Council at Patna. Council at Patna 

To William Billers, Esquire, 

Chief, SfO., Council at Patna. 

Gentlemen, —Such part of the enemy’s country as shall fall into our 
hands from the progress of our army we have desired Major Munro to settle 
means for collecting the revenues of, but as this may engage too much of his 
attention from the operations of the army, we are now to direct that Messrs. 
Billers and Dacres do proceed as soon as possible to the camp to ease the Major 
of that charge. 

In addition to the terms which we have hitherto demanded from Shuja 
Dowla, viz., the delivery up of Meer Cossim, Sombre, and the deserters, we have 
now instructed Major Munro to insist on the cession of the Gazepore country, 
taking in on the north side of the Ganges the city of Benares, and on the south 
side the fort of Chinhargur nearly opposite the said city. It will therefore be 
the care of those gentlemen to adjust and* collect the revenues of the enemy’s 
countries in general where the army may succeed, and of Gazepore in parti¬ 
cular, for account of the Company, in doing which we recommend to them to 
use every method for conciliating the affections of the people to our Govern¬ 
ment and preventing all manner of plunder and oppression. 

We direct that they transmit to us from time to time an account of their 
proceedings in the execution of this charge. 
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Fort St. George and Bombay 
wrote to. 

Nos. 34 and 35 F. L. S. 

Also the Court of Directors 
by a Dutch ship. 

No. 2 B. L. S. 


Agreed further that we transmit advice of the parti, 
culars of this signal victory to the Presidencies of Port 
St. George and Bombay. 

And as there is a conveyance of a Butch ship ofiPem 
just now for Europe— 


Agreed that we forward news of the victory by her to the Honourable the 
Court of Directors. 


• Fort William, the 10th November 1764. 


Secret Department, Saturday At A CONSULTATION PRESENT '. 
evening. 

The Hon’ble Henry Vansittart, President . 
John Spencer, Esquire. 

Charles Stafford Playdell, Esquire. 
Warren Hastings, Esquire. 

John Johnstone, Esquire. 

Samuel Middleton, Esquire. 

Ralph Leycester, Esquire. 

Ma. Bcsdett indisposed. 


The book of standing orders on the table. 


The President acquaints the Board that he received to-day, through the 
.. . . . hands of Mr. Middleton, the Nawab’s answer to the re- 

lesi en s minu . presentations Mr. Middleton was directed to make to 

him from the Board, which in the President’s opinion are very little satisfactory 
either to the Company or the community, at the same time he is informed that 
the Nawab has removed all his effects in general, with his family, into boats, 
intending they shall leave Calcutta this night, and himself accompany them as 
far as Ghyratti, and that Nund Coomar’s whole family and all his effects are 
also to be sent away at same time. That all these circumstanees he thought it 
proper should be immediately submitted to the-consideration of the Council. 


He therefore lays before them the following translate of the aforesaid 
Papem delivered in by him answer, and of a draft of a letter the Nawab sent him 
from the Nawab. by his Vaquel which he had prepared to write to the 

Rohilla Chiefs, but which the President told him was very improper, and desired 
him not to forward:— 


Trandation of the Itawab’s answer to the representation made him from the Board hy 
Mr, Middleton. Eeeeived 10th November 1764. 

At the time of my departure from Calcutta, in order to drive out the enemy, 
you demanded of me at Chitpore gardens the sum of ten lakhs of rupees on 
account of the money and goods plundered from the merchants by Meer Cossim in 
Bengal, and Patna, &c. In consideration of the largeness of the sum I then with¬ 
held my consent, and rested myself upon the determination of the Council in hopes 
that some abatement might be made. Now that I have returned from Patna 
what room is there for any abatement from the ten lakhs of rupees ? You have 
resolved that forty lakhs should be paid on account of the losses sustained from 
Meer Cossim, and you told me that although the amount of the losses was 
something more yet you had fixed upon that sum of Ely rupees; now you have 
added eight lakhs and have settled the full amoimt at forty-eight lakhs to be paid 
in ready money, and the remainder to be discharged by four payments in twelve 
months’ time. Gentlemen, besides what I have already paid, I would without 
fail make one payment more, but the sum total and the terms of payment you 
should leave to bo settled on Lord Clive’s arrival, and I will give my assent to 
• whatsoever he with the advice of you, gentlemen, may determine upon. 
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Five lakhs of rupees per month have been settled for the expenses of the 
troops and artillery, &c., from the month of Suffer to the removal of the trouble 
with Shuja Dowla, and it has been appointed that the said money according to 
the agreement I will send you fresh orders for that purpose. 

I have already written to the Naib of Dacca to cause the zemindars and 
Molunghies to pay to the English gomastahs whatever money they may appear 
from the face of the accounts to have advanced on account of the Toffalls. Now 
if you will acquaint me what I am in due from the Molunghies and zemindars, 
I will give order that it may be paid, and that the Toffalls may be raised from 
the English gomastahs. 

With regard to the management of the business of the dewany and buck- 
shygurry, &c., I will according to my own judgment as may appear to me right 
and proper. This will doubtless be agreeable to Lord Clive, and will also meet 
with the approbation of the gentlemen of Council. 


Draft of a letter proposed to be written htf the Natoab to Nudjib-uUDowla, Doondy Cawn, Kafiz 

Rahmat Cawn, and Ahmud Cawn. 

From the time of Cossim’s flight to the war in the neighbourhood of 
Patna the English Chiefs being much offended at the Nawab Shuja Dowla’s 
injustice constantly purposed to requite it, but I loosed not the rein from my 
hand but held them back by continual shifts and pretences, till going with 
Raja Shitabroy to Calcutta in order to settle a plan, and Shuja-ul-Dowla, not¬ 
withstanding the letters and negociations that passed on the subject refused to 
do the English justice, that is to say, to deliver up Cossim, I, being remediless 
withheld my hand from restraining them. Accordingly Major Munro marched 
from Patna to Buxar, and by the blessing of God gained a speedy victory on 
the 23rd of October. The treatment which in that battle the enemy met with 
is so publicly known that it is needless for me to write you the particulars. 
Their injustice and wickedness was fully-revenged upon their own heads. Who 
does not meet with the recompense of his actions ? Now that the power of 
the aforesaid Nawab is annihilated on this side I and the English gentlemen, 
and on that side you, our ancient friends concur in heart and soul. Lose not 
the opportunity but take such proper measures that the country may be effec¬ 
tually freed from this oppressor. Other matters you will be acquainted with 
from my former letters. 

On all these circumstances the Board having fully debated they una- 

Opinion and Eesolntions of nimously agreed to the following opinion and reso- 
the Board in consequence. lution :_ 

That the regular payment of the assignments to the Company, as well as 
the discharge of the restitution to the merchants, can by no means be deferred 
till the arrival of Lord Clive, and that considering the balances of last year’s 
rent, and the usual collections of this, of which the largest proportions are paid 
in at this season, the Nawab most certainly is enabled to make a quicker progress 
in the discharge of these engagements than he has hitherto done. 

That with respect to the accounts of the restitution, we have spared no 
pains in coming to a proper knowledge of them, and confining them, so far as 
was consistent with equity to the sufferers, to the most limited bounds. That 
upon this plan we have now examined and finally settled all the accounts 
which have been delivered in, and although from the accounts at that time 
received, we did imagine when we mentioned to him the sum of forty lakhs 
which were expressly specified Sicca and not Ely rupees, the whole claims 
would not exceed that sum, yet as by further accounts appearing afterwards it 
has so exceeded, he is still by his treaty obliged to make it good: that neither 
can this settlement be in any respect altered by the arrival of Lord Clive, and 
that we therefore do demand immediate payment of the other ten lakhs of 
rupees which was to be discharged in ready money, and a kistbundee for the 
remaining twenty-eight lakhs,- at four equal payments in December, March, 
July, and September. 
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That the sufferers have already waited a long time for these payments, and 
that if he does not give us the satisfaction we now require we shall insist upon 
his assigning to us the revenues of some districts, and putting the collection of 
them into our own hands. 

That by our last advices from Patna and Cossimbazar, we find very little 
progress in the payments for the month of September of the assignments for 
the army. That this is a point of the utmost importance both to liis own wel¬ 
fare and the Company’s, and now that the army is at such a distance advanced 
in an enemy’s country, the payments can by no means be dispensed with but 
must be made regularly; that therefore if his Naibs do any longer neglect this 
business, he must in like manner make over to us a revenue in land the col¬ 
lections of which shall secure to us the stipulated income. 

That as these monthly payments are to be made regularly so are they to 
continue until the troubles with Shuja Dowla are settled conformably to the 
engagement he signed to. 

That where we have instances of our business being retarded to the injury 
of the public service, and cannot depend on the performance of his engagements, 
we must conclude that either the proper officers are wanting, or that they are 
negligent in their duty, in which case it indispensably behoves us, as our 
interests are so intimately connected, to require that the appointment of proper 
officers is made, although we never have, nor do intend to insist upon, particular 
persons, and as we shall always have point of business to transact with many of 
the officers of his Government we think we have a right to be informed of all 
his appointments and changes in the principal offices. That this is the satisfac¬ 
tion we have already got and must now again desire. 

That as the Nawab seems to conjecture there is a total suspension of 
government until Lord Clive’s arrival, it becomes necessary to explain to him 
that the system of our Government is always the same and can never lose its 
force by the change of individuals, and that whoever be President he does the 
duties of his office until a succeeding President takes the charge and jointly 
with the Council conducts all the Company’s business with the same authority; 
that the reason for suspending the execution of the regulations we bad made 
regarding the inland trade was not because of Ix)rd Clive’s coming, but because 
the Company write us that they shall send their instructions on that bead by 
the same sliip. That whatever may be resolved in respect to those articles 
which he cannot demand by treaty it can never be an argument for deferring 
the other articles which he is bound by treaty to perform. 

That a deputation of the Board shall wait upon the Nawab in the morning 
to acquaint him with the substance of these resolutions which as soon as they can 
be rendered into Persian shall be sent him in writing. 

Fort William, the 12th November 1764. 

Monday. At A CONSULTATION PRKSENT : 

The Hon’ble Henry Vansittart, President . 

John Spencer, Esquire. 

Charles Stafford Platdell, Esquire. 

Warren Hastings, Esquire. 

John Johnstone, Esquire. 

Samuel Middleton, Esquire. 

Ralph Leycester, Esquire. 

Mr. Bdruett, indisposed. 

The book of standing orders on the table. 

The Consultation of Tuesday, the 6th instant, and Saturday evening, being wrote fair were 

now read and approved. 

The gentlemen who waited on the Nawab yesterday report to the Board 

Eeport from the gentlemen that they intimated to him the substonce of the resolu- 
of the deputation to the tions taken at last Consultations, and that having since 
Nawab. been furnished with a copy of them rendered into 

Persian he has informed them he will send an answer to the Board in writing. 
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The President lays before the Board the following 
Letter from the Nawab. letter from the Nawab, addressed to himself and the 

Council, which he this morning received :— 

From the Nawab to the Governor and Council, Received 12th November 1764. 

It is now two months and a half since my arrival here, and I have settled 
everything, the Company’s business and the merchants, and the expenses of the 
troops conformably to the request of you, gentlemen, and I assured myself that 
you would have complied with the several articles which I presented to you, 
and have given me my dismission; indeed you consented to do so, but now you 
excuse yourselves, and the settling of the restitution is deferred till Lord Clive’s 
arrival. I have paid one kist out of the payments I am to make fon indemnify* 
ing the merchants for the losses they sustained from Meer Cossim, and the 
money which has beeu despatched from Moorshedabad will shortly arrive. As 
(a) From the middle of the months of Augun (a) and Poos are the seasons when 
November to the middle of the largest Collections are made, my not going at present 
January. Moorshedabad cannot but be attended with an inter¬ 

ruption and loss in the collections, and any loss to me is in effect a loss to the 
Company. As soon as I receive intelligence of Lord Clive’s arrival at Ingelee, 
I, who long to have the pleasure of seeing him, will set out from Moorshedabad 
and make it but two days’ journey to Calcutta, and then by your favour the 
aforesaid articles shall be settled. I have fixed my departure on the 22nd Jem- 
mady-ul-Ouvul (the 17th November) there being no luckier day in the month. 
If Lord Clive should not arrive for these two months my remaining here is 
useless. As soon as I receive advice of His Lordship’s arrival, I will come back 
without delay. It is proper you should speedily favour me with an answer to 
this letter for my information. 


Agreed that it lay to be replied to with the further answer which he pro- 

To be replied hereafter. ' mises to Send tO-morrOW. 

The President further lays before the Board the following extract of a 
Extract of a letter to Shitab- letter received by Shitabroy from Soochet Ham, Shitab- 
Benares'"^ Vaquel at j.Qy»g Yaquei at Beuarcs:— 

Extract of a letter from Soochet Bam, Shitabroy’s Vaquel at Benares, to Shitabroy. Received 

llth November 1764. 


Yesterday I forwarded you an address containing all particulars together 
(«) Beny Bahadur. with a letter from the Maharaja(a), and Pundit(5) sahib. 

(6) Beny Bahadur’s Dewan. Now that the English gentlemen are victorious, and the 
eyes of everybody are fixed on you, the Maharaja says that you can accomplish 
his desires if you will use your endeavours for that purpose. You will not fail 
then to do what may lie in your power. The Maharaja has mentioned two 
schemes as follows:— 


“ If the English intend taking possession of the country, let them receive 
(c) Shuia-ul-Dowia. ? stipulated sum from every province on the same foot¬ 
ing as Bengal, let them enter into an alliance with 
His Excellency(c), and be masters of the country from hence to wheresoever they 
proceed. I am ready to act in concert with them, and I have procured His 
Excellency’s agreement for everything. But if they have no such intentions 
yet let them enter into a proper treaty with us; let them remain upon the 
frontiers, and be always ready to grant us their assistance, and we will in like 
manner grant them our assistance in case they should want it. Let all differ¬ 
ences stop between us, and a solid friendship be established.” 

Sir, His Excellency, (d) and all the chiefs who were puffed up with a 

(d) Shuja-ui-Dowia. Confidence in their own strength, and were regardless of 

your accounts of the valour and military knowledge of 
the English are now convinced of the truth of what you told them, and are 
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heartily desirous of their friendship. It is proper that you should come to Patna, 
and this is your time for rendering His Excellency obliged to you by bringing 
about a reconciliation with the English. If they will not consent to it he will 
through necessity expend all the riches and effects that have been collecting 
(a) Shnja-ul-Dowia’s grand- together from the time of the Nawab Burhaun-ul- 

mulk(®) and prosecdte the war afresh; he will not 
readily relinquish his country. You should acquaint the English gentlemen 
with all these circumstances, and incline them to a reconciliation, and in case of 
the ^ond scheme being determined upon, it will be for the interest of both 
parties. 

This morning the Nawab Munnur-ul-Dowla called me and told me that 
His Majesty was sending keliauts to the Major and other Chiefs who obtained 
the victory, and I must accompany them, and that he was also sending a 
kellaut and a sword to the Nawab, to Mr. Vansittart, and Major Garnac. I 
shall accordingly proceed with the said presents to the English army, and those 
for Calcutta I shall forward by the means of Roy Sadooram. I will hereafter 
write upon a particular account of the presents. His Majesty is separated 
from the Vizier and is at Benares on business of bis own. 


Agreed that the President do acquaint Shitabroy in answer to the over- 
■Answer to be given to Shi- tures contained in this extract, with the general pur- 
tabroy. port of our last instructions to Major Munro, and that 

all persons who have any overtures to nuke must apply to the Major for an 
answer. 

The Committee of Treasury having, on the 6th instant, reported that the 
Report from the Committee agents for the Nawab’s donation to the army had paid 
of Treasury. into the Treasury the sum of Sicca Rs. 8,211-12, making 

current Rs. 9,525-10 account the second dividend due to the sepoys stationed 
at Midnapore. 

It was agreed to write to the Resident there advising him thereof, and 
Midnapore wrote to in con. desiring he would order it to be paid agreeably to the 

rolls in tlie possession of Lieutenant Roper. 

Received and read a letter and other papers from 
the Commander-in-Chief of the army. 

Read also a letter delivered in by Captain Lieutenant 
Burghal on the same subject. 

Ordered that they be all here entered and lay for 
further consideration. 


sequence. 

Letter and papers accotnw 
psnied from the Commander- 
in-Chief. 

And letter from Captain 
Burgh all. 

Entered and to lay for con¬ 
sideration. 


To 

The Hon’blb Henry Vansittart, 

* Governor, §i‘C., Council of Fort William. 

Gentlemen, —I take the liberty to enclose you two letters given me by 
His Majesty’s officers of the 89th and 96th regiments: Permit me to say a few 
words on the subject they treat. 

Donation money, I am fully convinced, has often its bad effects on soldiers, 
and which was near fatally experienced here lately. But if it is tolerated at 
any time it is equally so now, if not more so than before. In the first place it 
is the same continued war, and in which the two detachments now mentioned 
have had the happiness to have a hand, I may venture to say in putting an end 
to it, therefore hope to be put on a footing with the rest of His Majesty’s troops 
that are gone home and now going. In the second place, as the above- 
mentioned detachments are just going out of the country a gratuity now cannot 
tend to have any bad consequences hereafter. The officers depend entirely, 
gentlemen, on your application to the Nawab for the abqve donation, and as for 
my part in the name of the whole I rest this affair on your good will and 
generosity, and conclude myself with the same esteem as usual, 

Gentlemen, 

Camp opposite to Bijxar, 1 Your most obedient humble servant, 

3Ut Oelober 1764. ) HECTOR MXJNRO. 
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p. —Since writing my letter I receiyed one from Major Pemble and 
the oflScers of the Bombay detachment which I beg leave to send you. I need 
only say that they are at least in the same situation, and have an equal title to 
expect your good offices with the Nawab. Their good behaviour on the 23rd 
bespeaks itself so much in favour of all now concerned in the present applica¬ 
tion to the Board that I must beg leave as a convincing proof of it to refer you 
to my public letter and returns of the 25th instant. 


To 

The Honourable the President and Council of Fort William. 

Gentlemen, —We hope from the cheerfulness and readiness we the 
remainder of His Majesty’s 89th and 96th Regiments have shewn in the service 
of the Hon’ble East India Company ever since our coming to this country, 
and our willingness to come upon this particular service at the first proposal, 
in which we beg leave to assure you the hardships and danger we have 
underwent are by no means small, having suffered both in officers and men, in 
killed hnd jvounded, and that at a time when all the rest of His Majesty’s troops 
were returned to Europe, and thereby have the opportunity of getting into old 
regiments, which we by being on this service are deprived of. 

We therefore hope these considerations will appear to you in such a light 
as readily to induce you to apply to the Nawab to have the small remainder of 
us His Majesty’s .89th and 96th Regiments put on a footing with that of His 
Majesty’s 84th by a donation, which we fiatter ourselves you will look upon us, 
from our services at this particular time, to be equally entitled to. 

Your endeavours to serve us, we beg leave to assure you, will cvct be 
esteemed as the highest obligation conferred on us, who have the honour to be 
with the greatest respect. 

Camp, '| Gentlemen, 

SOth October 1764. } Your most obedient humble servants, 

DUN McPherson, captain, 89th Begt. 

MUSSENDEN JOHNSTONE, Captain, 96th Begt. 

JOHN CROFTON, Captain, 96th Begt. 

CHARLES GORDON, Captain, 89th Begt. 

ALEXANDER McPHERSON, Lieutenant, 89th Begt. 

J. WAKLEY, Lieutenant, 96th Begt. 

Jas. NEVIL, Lieutenant, 96th Begt. 

JOHN EDWARDS, Lieuteiumt, 89th Begt 

JOHN McPHERSON, Lieutenant, 89th Begt. 

HARRY GILCHRIST, Serjeant, 89th Begt. 

JOHN FORBES, Ensign, 89th Begt. 

EDWARD HUMPHREYS, Lieutenant, 96th Begt. 

JAMES ARTHUR, Surgeon, 89th-Begt. 


To 

Majob Hector Mxtnbo, 

Chmmander-in^ Chi^ of the Army, 

Sib, —As there is reason to believe that our late success will prove a means 
of terminating the war in this country, and that consequently the army will be 
soon separated, we judge it not improper at this time to present you with the 
following add^s, requesting you will be so good to enforce the reascmableness 
of it to the Hon*ble the President and Council of Fort William as far as you 
may think it proper. 
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Eirst, we beg leave to represent that we were under orders to proceed to 
this Presidency on the 30th of September 1763, and proceeded with as much des¬ 
patch as po^ible, though our very long passage prevented our arrival in time for 
the service then required; it is not requisite to point out. Sir, how we have been 
employed from that time to this. It is sufficient for us to hope and wish that 
our services have been acceptable. This is an honor we are anxious to aspire at, 
and to allow it a sufficient reward for any service we have been able to perform. 
It is not then from a consciousness of our merit, but the reflection that part of 
His Majesty’s troops and the Bombay detachment are the only instances of 
any corps that have been for some years past unconsidered in respect to a gift 
from His Excellency the Nawab. We claim nothing as our due, but shall receive 
any proportion that may be judged right, rather as a token of the approbation 
of our conduct than any views we have to pecuniary advantages. 

We have therefore to request that you. Sir, will be pleased to make this 
memorial in behalf of ourselves, and the troops we have the honor to command, 
known to the President and Council in such manner as you shall think best, 
only desiring leave to assure the Board that we shall cheerfully submit to any 
determination they shall think proper to make. 

We have the honour to be. 

Gamp opposite Buxar, I With great respect, 

3Ut October 1764. ) 

Your most obedient humble servants, 

CHARLES PEMBLE, 

Major of the Bombay Detachment. 

STEPHEN LACY, Captain. 

EDWARD HAMILTON, Captain, 

EDWARD MASON, Captain. 

WILLIAM McPHESON, Captain. 


To 

The Honourable Henry Vansittabt, 

President, and the rest of the Council for all the 

Forces and Affairs in Bengal. 

Honourable Sir and Sirs, —Permit me once more to lay before you my 
case in regard to the donation made by Nawab Meer Jaffer Ali Khan to the 
army for the service of the last campaign. 

The very favorable answer you were pleased to make to my representation 
thereof about six months ago convinces me of your good inclination to redress 
me, and render it needless (unless you should require it) for me to state parti* 
culars, as I am sufficiently assured they have ncft escaped your notice; for my 
right of claim I am content to appeal to and rely on your judgment; only beg 
leave to recommend it to your reconsideration, and to acquaint you that agree* 
able to your directions to me on that occasion, I imm^iately applied to tbd 
committee for the distribution of the same. To this letter, though dated the 
19th or 20th of June last, I have never received any answer. 

1 should naturally have informed this Hon'ble Board of my proceeding 
before, but unwilling to appear troublesome I chose rather to wait in 
hopes of being cohsidered in the NawaVs second grant, which was made to the 
navy, whose right of claim, or oven pretensions, were certainly second to mine; 
but, however, finding myself still neglected (perhaps for want of application) 
I could not but flatter myself with hopes (from an assurance of your readiness 
on such occainons) of availing myself of your kind promise of redress, either by 

d2 
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interposing with the committee, or your influence with the Nawab, in my 
behalf, for which I shall ever think myself. 

Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 

Tour most obliged servant. 

New Fort, Calcutta ; 1 Geo. BTJRGHALL, Capt. Li., 

12th November 1764. ) Eon*ble K 1. Company*^ Service.' 

Fort William, the 6lih December 1764. 

Thnreday. At A CONSULTATION PRESENT.* 

The Hon’ble John Spencer, President. 

Charles Stappord Flatdell, Esquire. 

Warren Hastings, Esquire. 

John Johnstone, Esquire. 

Samuel Middletone, Esquire. 

Ralph Leycbster, Esquire. 

John Gurdett, Esquire. 

The Book of standing orders on the Table. 

The Consultations of the 26th instant being wrote fair were now read and approved. 

Mr. Vansittart having since our last meeting embarked for Europe, and 
Mr. Spencer takes his seat Mr. Spcncer received from him the charge of the Gov- 
as President of the Council. ermuent, he uow takes his seat as President of the 

Council after having the oath of office administered to him. 


Letter from the Commander- Received the following letter from the Commander- 

in-Chief. I. L. R. No. 125. in-Chief of the Army 

To 

The Hon’ble Henry Vansittart, 

President and Governor, ^c.. Council of Fort William. 

Gentlemen, —I had the pleasure to receive your very complaiscent letter 
of the 6th current, for which please accept my most hearty thanlm. You do 
me honor, and have given me a larger share of the success of the troops than 
1 by any means deserve; it gives me real pleasure that my conduct has met 
with your approbation, and that I have been anyhow instrumental in doing an 
essential service to the Hon’ble Company. 

1 also received your letter of instructions of the same date with the former 
and shall observe its contents as nearly as I possibly can, and shall now, as 
briefly as T can, acquaint you with what has passed since my arrival at Benares 
with the army, as also what occurs to me at present on every point, and what 
1 think most likely to happen now from circumstances collected. 

How soon the army encamped here I sent into town safeguards and 
gave out the strictest orders against pillagory, or plundering the inhabitants, 

■ some of whom had left the place through fear and some remained in hopes of 
being protected. The place is now full of the inhabitants, and the merchants 
have promised four lakhs of rupees to the army for the protection given 
them. I acquainted the President with the letters and messages X received 
from the King, and my answers to them, as also with my having sent to 
Beny Bahadur to desire an interview with him, and which I had in my tent 
when I assured him that before any preliminaries for peace were settled the 
Vizier must give up Sumroo and the deserters; that all other articles would be 
so(m settled. He gave n^e to understand the Vizier would have great difficulty in 
complying with these demands, but upon my giving him as positively to under¬ 
stand it must be so he went to the Vizier to endeavour to prevail with him to 



a compliance; and yesterday I received a letter from each telling me my 
demand of Sumroo and the deserters would not be comjdied with now, but 
that they hoped some time hence it might he doUe—a fair put-off to ga^ 
time as they are now at Iliahabad repairing the place as fast as they Can. 
Besides the Vizier has got together again 30,000 of his troops, including some 
Fatans who have joined him since the action, Beny Bahadur having told me 
that if the Vizier did not make peace, he would leave him, and be at the dis¬ 
posal of the King and the English, 1 have sent him a verbal message yesterday, 
and hope he will leave him which will he of some consequence at present. 
Before my arrival here Bulwart Sing wrote me a letter offering his services, 
and that he would pay the revenues of the country regularly the same as he 
did to the Vizier. I desired to see him, but hn would not come unless I sent him 
articles signed, that I left him in the rear with 

16 or 20,000 horse which he has, he would prevent our gram from coming to 
us, and everything else, did the army march to Iliahabad; notwithstanding, he 
did not come but put me off from day to day which made me send Muneer 
Dowla from the King to him, and also Captain Stables from myself, and now 
that he finds the King is under our protection, and that no peace is to he made 
with the Vizier, he has began to cross his troops to this side, and has promised 
to be with me the day after to-morrow, and proceeds whenever I please with 
the detachment to take Chinargurh. IBCe has stopped grain going to that fort, 
and has ordered his people to seize such of the Vizier*s troops as they may meet 
with in the country. As the King wished so much for this man joining us I 
shall look upon it as a lucky circumstance if he keeps his word, for if I 
was obliged to drive him out of the country it would take up a great deal of 
time having the Ganges to cross again, and I neither could set about taking 
Chinargurh, or march to Iliahabad till that wa^ done for the reasons already 
mentioned. Besides this there are very few people in the country who had any 
appointments but such as have been turned out formerly by Bulwart Sing, 
and have no weight in the coimtry or troops at command, so that the conse¬ 
quence of putting any of them in as phousdars or jemadars to collect the 
revenues, and assist the King against any of his enemies, would be keeping the 
army here I don’t know how long, and would require at all times a stronger 
detachment of the troops remaining in the country than you would choose, or 
would in all probability be convenient for the Hon’ble Company to keep up. 

. Upon my receiving your letters of the 6th current I waited on the Eling, who is 
very happy at his present prospect, and will do anything we please to prescribe 
to him, He has wrote you letters which I now send, and were wrote before 
.he knew of your intentions towards him as was also the enclosed paper which 
he desired me to forward to Calcutta, and have been by me for some days wait¬ 
ing till I would receive a letter from the Board, by which you will find his 
proposals in a great measure agree with your inclinations. I moved our camp 
3 coss yesterday so as to be in front of the King’s encampment, and between him 
and Iliahabad. He is to write immediately to the Chiefs of the Bohillas, and 
all his friends not to join the Vizier, and assures me that if he once got Beny 
Bahadur and Bulwart Sing to come in, the Vizier would leave the country 
immediately, and never make any head again, and at any rate if we once ^t 
Iliahabad, and take Chinargurh fort, he will be answerable soon after to 
possess the Vizier of all the rest of this country. 

I am convinced from what I have seen and h^rd the Vizier will not agree 
to your demands, and must be drove out of the possession of his country. The 
methods you propose for doing of it is undoubtedly the best could be thought 
of, and what must I think succeed. I shall therefore before my departure from 
the army, whfch I propose with your consent shall be the beginning of Janua^ 
so as to go home with the detachment of the 89th on the February ship 
(Captain Maitland), do my utmost to leave affairs here in the following sit^tion. 
How soon a boat from Patna arrives with stores, and which I expect daUy, I 
will send a proper detachment from the army to take Chinaigurh, and when it 
is taken shall put a proper garrisoti of the troops in it. I am to write to 
Mr. Billers this night to send grain up for the army which I intend to lo^^ ilS 
that fort. In a few days hence after I have w'aited on the King I shall pro<^dm 
him superior and possessor of all Shuja-Dowla’s country, and send letters 
jointly with him to all the Bajahs, &c., between this and Delhi acquainting 
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them with it, and desiring they will, pay due obedience to the King, and not 
. join Shuja-Dowla, but assist in driving him out of the country, but before this 
is done I shall take care to have it under the King’s hand that he holds these 
rights from the English, that he will agree to whatever the Governor and Council 
of Calcutta will prescribe to him, and pay the Hon’ble Company yearly such 
part of the revenues of the country as the President of Fort William will desire. 
I will then proceed to Iliahabad with the army, taking care that we shall on 
the march be properly supplied with provisions, and that our boats can proceed 
up also, and after being in possession of that place I think the troops should go 
no further, nor do I imagine there will be any occasion for it. I would recom¬ 
mend leaving a strong detachment of the troops at Iliahabad till the army is 
properly established, and that Shuja-Dowla has no more power or country; 
and afterwards leave always with the King a small detachment as he desires, and 
to be at his expense which he also proposed. This, gentlemen, is the mtuation 
I intend to leave affairs in when I take my departure from the army if time 
will permit of it, and wish it may meet with your concurrence and appro¬ 
bation. 

I am, with esteem. 

Gentlemen, 

Camp at Benabes, Your most obedient humble servant, 

22nd November 1764. f HECTOR MU NRO. 


Pap6r proposftis 76 &d And Read translation of the paper of proposals from the 
entered. King, enclosed therein, as follows:— 

If this country is to be kept, put me in possession of it, and leave a small 
detachment of the troops with me to shew that I am protected by the English, 
and they shall be at my expense, that any enemy come any time against me 
I will make such connections in the country that with my own troops, and the 
aforementioned small detachment defend the country without any further 
assistance from the English, and I will pay them of the revenues of the 
country what sum they shall demand yearly. If the English will, contrary 
to their interest, make peace with the Vizier, I will go to Delhi, for I cannot 
think of returning again into the hands of a man who has used me so ill. 
I have no friends I depend on more than the English; their former behaviour* 
to me will make ineever respect and regard them. Now is their time to be in 
possession of a country abounding with riches and treasure. I shall be satisfied 
with whatever share they please of it. The Rohillas H. H. were always' 
enemies to the imperious Vizier; they are all my friends. 


Read also translations of the King’s letters enclosed to the President, the 
And letters from the King Cpuncil, Major Camac, the Nawab, and Shitabroy, 
enclosed therein. representing in general that Shuja Dowla has met wdth 

the just punishment of his perfidy and disobedience of his commands; that 
conformably to our advice and the letters which he received after the defeat 
from Major Munro, he separated himself from him and remained at Benares, 
and urging us to establish ourselves and him in possession of Shuja-Dowla’s 
country. 


Ordered these letters, be entwed on the books of country correspondence; 

and 

Having now maturely considered the contents of the whole— 

Commander«in*Cliief wrote Agreed we write the following letter in answer to the 
fo ia answer. I. L. s. No. 123. Commander-in-Chief;— 

To 

Major Hector Munbo, • 

Commander-in.. Chief of the Army. 

Sib,—W e have received your letter of the 22nd ultimo, with the several 
papere enclo^, and having maturely considered the oontente of the whole we 
are now to give you our sentiments and instructions thereupon. 



31 


We are extremely glad to find the Sing has joined you, and approve of 
the plan which you have laid down for establishing him in the possession of 
Shuja-Dowla’s countiy, to which we are reduced by Shuja-Dowla’s having 
again refused a compliance with our terms, and the Sing having in conse¬ 
quence received our protection. We do not however mean to enter into any 
connections which would engage us further than fixing the Sing as aforesaid; 
and although for the completion of this object we wish not to be carried to a 
greater distance than lliahabad, yet we cannot prescribe that place as the 
utmost limit to which the army shall advance, as circumstances may possibly 
intervene to render your proceedings further necessary. 

As to the Sing’s request for having a small detachment of our forces 
stationed with him, we shall be better able to judge of the necessity or pro¬ 
priety of such a measure when *he is entirely established in these possessions, and 
we know the state of his own army. 

With regard to Bulwart Singh we shall adhere to the terms which you may 
have thought it necessary to make with him; but it is our views, so far as it 
can be done consistently with your engagements, to have the power and authori¬ 
ty over this Rajah and his zemindaries vested in the Company by sunnuds 
from the King, holding them under him with the same rights, and in as full a 
manner as enjoyed by Shuja-Dowla, and that the whole rents so collected shall 
be appropriated for the use of the Company, and wrote off from the books of 
the King’s revenues. 

This, you will observe, will extend the limits beyond those mentioned in our 
last of Benares and Chinargurh. The tract of country including those places 
was considered as a cession to be made by Shuja-Dowla on our acceding to a 
peace with him; but what we now mean to require for the Company we demand 
as a conquest to be secured to them from being obliged to continue the war, 
and as some recompense for the hazard their property has been and may be 
exposed to in the course of it. 

With regard to the other parts of Shuja-Dowla’s country, as the King has 
been declared supreme he will of course take possession of and collect the 
revenues thereof; but as his authority becomes established, we think it proper 
to demand that such proportions of them as his necessities will permit should 
be applied to assist in defraying the expenses of the war, and when he is in full 
possession we shall expect to have the whole reimbursed us. 

In the meantime, as the King in some of his letters expresses great dis¬ 
tress for money, and as his collections may not for some time come in, we 
permit, should he apply for it, that you advance him such sums as his exigencies 
may absolutely require, taking proper care not to expose yourself to any want 
for the payment of our own army; by this however we only mean to contribute 
to the support of his dignity by advancing for the necessary expenses of his 
household, and not to take upon ourselves the burden of maintaining the troops 
which he may raise, and we trust to your discretion, as you know our resources, 
for not engaging us in too heavy an expense. 

As the King intimates that when we have once put him in possession he 
shall be able to maintain himself with very little assistance from us, we desire 
you will inform yourself, as well from the King himself as from his officers, 
what views he has in this respect, and what prosppcts of forming connections 
that shall answer such expectations. 

To avoid giving any umbrage or jealousy of our power to the King, or 
the nobles of the empire, we would have everything done under the sanction of 
his authority, and that we may appear as holding our acquisitions from him, 
and acting in the war under ^ authority in supporting Ms rights, and not he 
as holding those rights from us. 

The paper from the King which you mention to have enclosed was not 
received with your letter, only a translation. We desire therefore you will send 
us the original, or an^xact Persian copy, and observe this method in future. 

With respect to the agreements entered into by the inhabitants of Benares 
for the ransom of the city, we are glad that such an opportunity has offered of 
obtaining a reward to the army for the very signal service wMch they have 
rendered the Company, as weU as a compensation for the loss wMch they sus-' 
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tained of their baggage in the action of the 23rd of October, nor can we have 
any objection to it on this particular ^occasion; but as we would consider the 
country not as a conquest but belonging to the King whom we have engaged to 
support against the common enemy, no future considerations of this kind should 
be demanded from the inhabitants, or expected by the army, but every care 
taken to conciliate the affections of the people. 

We have caused the articles which we mean the King should accede to 
to be drawn up in proper form in the Persian language; and we now enclose 
them, together with an English copy, for your information, desiring you will 
present them to him for their being executed. In case he should not have 
already agreed to them, on Mr. Marriott*8 arrival we have desired him to co¬ 
operate with you in engaging His Majesty to a compliance with them. 

In answer to the intention which you intimate of quitting the army with 
the detachment of the 89th Begiment in order to embark for Europe, we can 
only say that we must request the continuance of your services as long as the 
season, and your orders from His Majesty will possibly permit of your remain¬ 
ing with the army. 

* We are, 

With esteem, &c. 

P.S .—The President has wrote a letter to the King in answer to those 
received from him which you will receive herewith, together with an English 
copy for your information. 


The articles mentioned in tie foregoing letter to he etecuted by the King. 

In consideration of the assistance and fidelity of the English Company, 
which has freed us from the inconveniences we labored under, and strength¬ 
ened the foundations of the empire which God has given us, we have been 
graciously pleased to grant to the English Company our royal favors according 
to the following articles which shall remain firm both at present and in future. 

As the English Company have been put to a great expense, and their 
affairs exposed to danger by the war which the Nawab Shuja-ul-Dowla un¬ 
justly and contrary to our royal pleasure waged against them, we have there¬ 
fore assigned to them the country of Gazypore, and the rest of the zemindary 
of Bulwant Singh belonging to the Nizamut of the Nawab Shuja-ul-Dowla and 
the i^ulation and government thereof we have given to their disposal in the 
same manner as it was in the Nawab Shuja-ul-I)owla*s. The aforesaid Baja 
having settled terms with the Chiefs of the English Company is according 
thereto to pay the revenues to the Company, and the amount shall not belong 
to the books of the royal revenue but shall be expunged from them. The army 
of the English Company having joined our standard shall put us in possession 
of Iliahabad, and the rest of the countries belonging to Nizamut of the Nawab 
Shuja-ul-Dowla, and the revenues excepting those of Baja Bulwant’s zemindary 
sha.ll be in our entire management and disposal. 

As the Enlish Company will be at a further expense in putting us in pos¬ 
session of Iliahabad and the rest of the Nizamut of the Nawab Shuja-ul-Dowla, 
we will therefore, as we get possession, grant to them out of onr treasury such 
a proportion of the revenues as the exigencies of our affairs will admit of, and 
when we are put in full possession we will reimburse the whole expenses of the 
Company in this biuiness from the time of their joining our.royal standard. 

Agreed further, that we write, to the Chief and Council at Benares advising 
And the Chief and Council them for their information and Government of our hav- 
at Benares.^ iug demanded for the Company all the rights and juris? 

I. L. s. No. 124. dictions over Bulwant Singh’s <muntry, and enclosing 

them* a copy of the articles which we have sent to Major Munro to get execute 
by the King, desiring, if he should not have already agreed to them,, when 
Mr. Marriott arrives, that he will accordingly co-operate with the Major in 
•engaging His Majesty to a compliance with them. 
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The President’s answer to Agreed also that the President do write the following 
the King’s letter. letter in answer to those received from the King ad¬ 

dressed to himself and the Council:— 

To THE Kino. 


Mr. Vansittart having taken his departure for Europe has left the charge 
of the Government here in my hands, and in consequence thereof I have been 
honoured with Your Majesty’s royal commands. The English have at all times 
been desirous of approving themselves attached to the throne of Hindustan, 
and how much they are so to your royal person in particular Your Majesty will 
perceive by the orders we have given to the Commander of our army Major 
Munro. The consideration of the particulars now offered through him to your 
Majesty, I hope, will meet with your approbation. The Nawab has communi¬ 
cated to me Your Majesty's royal pleasure signified to him, as has Kaja Shitabroy 
who will speedily return to your presence. 

Your Majesty will look on Major Munro as having full authority to treat 
with you on our behalf, and Your Majesty, considering the English in general 
and myself in particular as firmly attached to the interest of the throne, will 
honor me with your commands. 

Your letter to the gentlemen of the Council was duly received by them, 
and they heartily join with me in the above sentiments. 


The delivery up of Meer Cossim, Sombre, and the deserters having always 
been a principal object with us. 

Agreed that a further paragraph be added to Major Mnnro’s letter request- 
Additionai paragraph to the iug he will make it a point With the King that he will 
Commander-in-Chief’s letter, jointly with him use his utmost eudeavours for securing 

their persons, and bringing them to the just punishment of their atrocious 
behaviour, and that His Majesty will on no account consent to the granting theni 
any protection throughout his dominions but publicly declare them outlawed. 

Mr. George Vansittart ap- ^^jor Munro being entirely unacquainted with the 
pointy to attend him in the couutry language, and it appearing that he may be 
capacity of interpreter. much in want of the assistance of a person well versed 

therein— 

Agreed that Mr. Geoi^e Vansittart do proceed with aU ejcpedition and 
attend him in the capacity of interpreter. 

Agreed that the Major be accordingly advised thereof in the before- 
minuted letter. 


The President lays before the Board the kistbundee executed by the Nawab 


Kistbundee for the payment 
of the restitution executed by 
the Nawab and his intention 
signified of setting out for the 
city. 


agreeably to our desire for the payment of the restitu¬ 
tion for the merchants’ losses, and informs the Board 
that His Excellency has signified to him his intention of 
taking his departure on Sunday morning for Moorshed- 


abad. 


Ordered that a translation of the kistbundee be here entered, and— 


The Board to wait on him 
to take ther leave. 


Agreed that we do wait on the Nawab on Saturday 
evening in order to take our leave of him. 


Tramlation of the Nawab* 8 note for the payment of 4S lakhs of rupees resti- 

Tranelation of the kistbundee. tution money. 


Eegulation of the payments of the money plundered by Meer Cossim from 
the English merchants, &c., in the provinces of Bengal and Behar which shall 
(a) From the middle of made from the beginning (a) of the month of Kartick 
October 1764 to the middle to the Bengal year 1171 to the end of the Bengal year 
of April 1766. 1172 according to the particulars following:— 


(b) Middle of December 
1764. 

(e) From the middle of 
January to the middle of Feb¬ 
ruary 1765. 

(J) From the jmiddle of 
February to the middle of 
March 1765. 


In the Bengal year 1171, 28,00,000 

To the end of Augan(4) 20,00,000 
In the month of Maugh(c) 5,00,000 
In the month of Paugan(d) 3,00,000 


Carried over . 28,00,000 
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(e) From the middle of July 
to the middle of August 1765. 

{/) From the middle of 
September to the middle of 
October 1765. 

ig) From the middle of 
December 1765 to the mid¬ 
dle of January 1766. 


Brought 07 er 
In the Bengal year 11? 2, 

In the month of Sawun(e) 5,00,000 
In the month of Ausin(/)7,00,000 
In the mouth of Poos(gf) 8,00,OOD 


. 28,00,000 
20,00,000 


Total . 48,00,000 


Of the forty-eight lakhs of rupees plundered and carried off by Meer 
Gossim from the English merchants, &c, in the provinces of Bengal and Azim- 
abad twenty lakhs have been paid, and are paying to the end of the month of 
Augan. Of the remaining twenty-eight lakhs the balances in the hands of the 
assamies which shall appear from the ^ks of the merchants shall he included 
in this account, and brought to my credit. I will not make any demands upon 
the assamies who having been plundered in the time of Meer Gossim are quite 
ruined and absolutely unable to pay and shall be proved to be in such a state; 
but those who make protests to delay paying their debts shall be made over 
to my officers that their balances may be collected. 

Written 37th of October 1764. 

Received a letter from Patna, dated the 28th ultimo, advising us that they 
Patna letter, I. L. E. No. have hitherto received only two lakhs thirty-two 

thousand sicca rupees in different species on the tunkha 
of two lakhs per month on the Nawab’s Naib there; but that he has given 
them a security for the payment of one lakh every fourteen days from the date 
of their letter which they think may be depended upon. 


Gorenuneiit of l&dia Central Priutiuir Offieet^No. 1 F. B. O. 



Proceedings of Select Committee from 6tli January 1767. 


Port William, the 6th January 1767. 

At a Select Committee present : 

The Eight Hon*ble Lord Clive, President. 
Harry Verelst, Esq. 

Brigadier-General Carnac. 


Erancis Sykes, Esq. 

General Carnae acquaints the Committee that during Lord Clive's indis- 
Addres. from Generai officers to positiou he reccived from {Jolonel Peach letter giving 
Sir Robert Fletcher on his dUmis- information of an address from several officers of 

the 1st Brigade to Sir Eobert Fletcher after he was 
cashiered, in which were contained expressions of seditious tendency highly 
injurious to the honour of the Council and Court-martial; that he communicated 
Colonel’s letter to Mr. Verelst for his opinion and advice, and he now begs leave 
to lay the letter before us, together with the orders which Mr. Verelst and he 
agreed should now be issued. 

The letter and orders mentioned by the General are thus:— 


Colonel Peacb’a information. 


To Brigadier-General Carnac. • 


Sir,—I am very well assured that several inferior officers of the 1st 
Brigade at Mongheer signed a paper which they presented to Sir Robert Fletcher 
during the period of his stay in the garrison on his way to Calcutta expressing 
their approbation of his conduct whilst they were under his command; that his 
Court-martial would be an honour to him; that he fell a sacrifice to resentment; 
and that they flattered themselves with the pleasing hopes of seeing him return 
again in every respect agreeable to his desires. 

This kind of conduct, after the lenity shown them by His Lordship 
appears to me in such a light that I thought it incumbent on me to lose no 
time in giving both His Lordship and you the earliest information. 

By their subscribing to this paper, their attachment seems to be so strong, 
that I could wish it might be necessary to break it by a division of them 
amongst the other brigades. 

As they have not the least knowledge of my being acquainted with this 
affair, I shall not take any more notice of it till I have either His Lordship's 
or your further directions concerning them. 

I am. Sir, with great respect. 


Your most obedient, humble servant, 

(Sd.) J. PEACH, 

Lieut.'Col.t 1st Regiment. 


Directions to Colonel Peach. 


Extract from General Carnac’s letter to Colonel 
Peach— 


^^The paper you mention to have been presented to Sir Robert Fletcher is not only an 
indignity to the Court by which he was tri^, but a high insult upon the Government^ and 
the concerned are unworthy the service; you will therefore use your utmost endeavours to 
discover those who subscribed their names thereto, and be they who they may order them 
down under a guard, that we may send them on boardship to be taken home/^ 



2 


At the same time the Right Hon’ble President lays before the Committee 

letter he received from Mr. Rider, Paymaster, and 
Other papers relative to the same lieutenant Bevan of the Ist Brigade, together with 

the following letter to flis Lordship from the officers 
who signed the address to Sir Robert Fletcher, inclosing a copy of that 
paper:— 

From the Officers to Lord Clive. ^0 the Right Hon’ble Lord Clive. 


My Lord, —It has given us the greatest concern to find the paper we 
signed for Sir Robert Fletcher should have offended Your Lordship and the 
General so much. Mr. Williams’ representation is by no means just; and we beg 
leave to assure Yonr Lordship it was far from our intention to throw reflection 
on the members of the Court-martial; but as we were solicited by Sir Robert 
Fletcher, and many of us under obligations to him, we were prevailed on to 
sign a paper drawn up by his desire, a copy of which we have taken the liberty 
to inclose to Your Lordship. If we have done wrong in this we rely on 
Your Lordship’s candour and goodness in making allowance for youth, who 
may have been led astray through wrong notions of personal obligations and 
gratitude, and we persu^e ourselves Your Lordship will consider our situa¬ 
tion, and look over a matter which we thought would not have offended you 
or the Hon’ble Board. 

We are, witli the utmost respect. 

My Lord, 

Your Lordship*s much obliged and very obedient servants, 

(Sd.) Cl. martin. 

„ HENRY BEVAN. 

„ JACOB EIDER. 

„ JOHN SHRIMPTON. 

„ JAMES CRAWFORD. 

„ An. MACPHEUSON. 

„ WILLIAM PATON. 

„ JAMES BROWNE. 

„ Ms. CRAUFURD. 

„ W. ELLIOT. 

„ F. OONGE. 

„ EDWARD RAWSTORNE. 

JOHN OSBORNE. 

„ THOMAS BORTHWIOK. 

„ GEORGE BROWN. 


To Sir Robert Fletcher, late Lieutenant-Colonel, Commander of the 1 st Brigade of the 

Address to Sir Robert Fletcher. f Mongheer in the service of the United Com- 

pany ot merchants ox England trading to the East Indies. 

Sir, --Being much concerned at the sentence lately past upon you, we 
beg leave in this manner to make known unto you the anxiety we feel upon this 
occasion, which sensibly affects us, when we reflect that during the time we 
had the honour of being under your command, we were all well convinced of 
yonr abilities as a commanding officer, and the propriety of your conduct as 
a gentleman. Give us leave to assure you, the reflection of your separation from 
us in so extraordinary a manner, will be a never failing source of uneasiness 
to us. We hope however that this unfortunate affair will prove the means of 
setting your character in a true point of view; and that what was meant for 
your destruction may turn out to your credit and advantage. In this parti¬ 
cular, and in every one of your pursuits, we sincerely wish you success. 

It is now only left for us to hope that the man who is to succeed you in 
command may acquit himself in every respect as much to our satisfaction as 
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you have done. This will in some degree compensate for the loss we have sus¬ 
tained in you, though nothing will be able to obliterate our remembrance of 
you. 

Mongheer, We are, 

The 27th October 1766. 

With the utmost respect, 

Your most obliged and most obedient 


Taking seriously into consideration the tendency and spirit of the above 
«. u .. r .u address from the officers, which appears calculated to 

foment sedition, to throw an odium and to reflect dis¬ 
honor upon the Council and Court-martial, as if they had been influenced by par¬ 
tial and sinister motives to pass sentence of cashierment on Sir Robert; and 
judging it to be essentially necessary to the stability of this Government and se¬ 
curity of the Company, that the honour of the Board should be vigorously asserted, 
„ , . and that authority of the Select Committee riarorously 

exercised in crushing every^ttempt to revive that dis- 
contented and mutinous spirit which was so lately suppressed in the army; the 
Select Committee unanimously resolve that the address of the 23rd October 
to Sir Robert Fletcher contains expressions mutinous and seditious in them¬ 
selves, injurious to the honour of the Council and Court-martial, and of danger¬ 
ous tendency to the public. 

That the officers who subscribed to the above address shall be immediately 
^ dismissed the service, rendered for ever incapable of 

n na ]u gmen . holding any employ under the Company, and sent 

home by the ships of this season. 

That Mr. Rider, a Company’s covenanted servant upon their civil estab¬ 
lishment, acting in the station of Paymaster to the 1st Brigade, has particu¬ 
larly been guilty of his duty and honour, for which reason he shall be dismissed 
the service, rendered incapable for ever of any station, civil and military, in 
India, except by express orders from the Court of Directors, and sent home by 
the flrst conveyance; and that Sir Robert Fletcher by insidiously inveigling, by 
spiriting up and soliciting men for whom he pretended friendship to so noto¬ 
rious a breach of their duty, has sacriflced to the vanity of an ideal popularity 
the duty which in gratitude he still owed to the Company, and demonstrated how 
.much he was disaffected to the Government, thereby fully justifying to the 
whole world the sentence by which he was cashiered and dismissed the service. 


L. S. No. 1. 

Officers, &c., ordered home. 


Ordered, that the Secretary shall immediately acquaint Mr. 
Rider of this our Resolution; and 

Agreed, that the persons now dismissed the Company's service 
shall be sent home in the following manner, viz .:— 


On the Jnson — 
Messrs. Martin, 

Shrimpton, 

Paton, 

Elliot, 

Osborne. 


On the 

Messrs. Sevan, 

Crawford, 

Brown, 

Onge, 

Borthfvick. 


On the Albany — 
Messrs. J. Rider, 

Macpherson, 

Crawfurd, 

Bawstorne, 

Brown. 


Fort Williain, the 11th January 1767. 

At a Select Committee present : 

Harrt Verelst, Esq. 

Brigadier-General Carnac. 

Francis Svkes, Esq. 

Proceedings rektiee to Lient^ Bead the following extract of a letter from Thomas Pearson, 
nut Vertue. Jndge Advocate, to General Oarnac, dated the 12th August 1766 

'' I have received an answer to the letter I wrote to Captain Dow and two affidavits (one 
' made by himaalf and the other by his Sircar) which accompanied it. 1 now enclose them to 
■ a2 
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vou. imagiain^ you may think it necessary to have the truth of what the Sircar has afiSrmed 
strictly examined into, when you have read the acknowledgment made by Lieutenant Vertue 
himself. 

The original protest tendered by Lieutenant William Vertue on the 16th July 1766 to the 

general Court-martial then sitting on his trial at Bankipore, and 
His protest against the Court- |,y. them rejected, written and signed with his own hand, and 
maniaL sworn to before Henry Verelst, Esq., one of His Majesty^s Jus¬ 

tices of the Peace for the town of Calcutta, by che Judge Advocate read as follows 

Whereas I, William Vertue, Gentleman, late of the Parish of St. James’s 
in the country of Middlesex in the Kingdom of Middlesex, now in the city 
Patna in the Province of Behar and Empire of Hindustan, have been unjustly 
and unlawfully taken by a military force on the seventh of June last, and 
since that time detained a close prisoner by the Eight Hon’ble Eobert Lord 
Clive and other persons combining with and acting under the orders and direc¬ 
tions of the said Lord Clive; these then are to certify and declare that I 
hereby protest against the said Lord Clive and all others whatsoever who have 
thus combined and conspired in the said unjust and unlawful act, of taking and 
keeping from freedom which I have a right to as a British subject; and whereas 
I am this day brought by military force before a certain Court or Assembly of 
Military Officers whereof you— 

Colonel Sir EOBEET BAEKEE, are President, 
Major HUGH GEANT, 

„ EALPH WIN WOOD, 

„ JAMES MOEGAN, 

Captain JOHN GEAHAM, • 

„ CHARLES MOEGAN, 

„ WILLIAM HEPMAN, 

Major CHRISTIAN FISCHER, 

„ PRIMROSE GALLIEZ, 

„ ANTY. POTUR, 

Captain FRED. THO. SMITH, 

„ SCI PIS CAEN AO, 

„ Captain Lieut. THOMAS BAGREL, 

being all in the service of the United Company of Merchants of England trading 
to the East Indies are members, which Court, I am informed, is held by order 
of the said Lord Olive with an intention and design to proceed against my honour, 
life and fortune, for the pretended crimes of disobedience of orders and deser¬ 
tion from the service of the said United East India Company. These are, 
therefore, further to certify and declare that I hereby do protest against the 
said Eobert Lord Clive for ordering the said Court, and against you. Colonel Sir 
Eobert Barker, President, and every other Member of the said Court, in as far as 
you or any one of yoii shall proceed in any respect to hurt me either in ray 
character, person or fortune; and that the said Eobert Lord Clive, and that you 
Colonel Sir Eobert Barker, and that every other member of the said Court may 
not hereafter pretend or plead ignorance of the nature of my situation and cir¬ 
cumstances should you now wrongfully and unjustly do, or perpetrate any 
unlawful act against me to my hurt or prejudice, I do now hereby fully 
acquaint and inform you that you are in no respect authorized or impowered in 
law to try or judge me for the said pretended crimes of disobedience of orders 
or desertion, or any other crime or misdemeanor committed or said to be com¬ 
mitted by me, on or since the eighth day of May last, on which day I lawfully 
and publicly quitted the service of the said United East India Company, and in 
particular I desire and insist that you, the President, and all and every one of 
you, the Members of the said Court, do be well and truly informed and that you 
pay an especial attention and regard to my never at any time having been a 
contracted officer or soldier in the service of the said United East India Com¬ 
pany, challen^ng and defying any {^rson or persons whatsoever to prove the 
contrary of this my most true assertion. It being a certain and known truth 
that I only acted voluntarily while I was employed in the said service, receiving 
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an allowance for subsistence at the rate of twelve rupees per day for my 
trouble. 

I desire and insist that you, the President, and that all and every one of 
you, the Members of this said Court, do be well and rightly informed in law, 
and that you pay an Especial regard and attention to what is meant by a con¬ 
tract by the laws of England, and that you do well know and be rightly in¬ 
formed whether a gentleman serving under no contract or agreement of any 
kind has not liberty to quit the said United Company’s service at any time, 
especially when his character is publicly defamed by the Commanding Officer; 
which is well known to be the real truth, that mine was in the General Order 
issued out at Surjapoor on the sixth of May last, where I was told that my 
behaviour had not the least connection with honour; that he, the Commanding 
Officer, could no longer repose confidence in me; and also that my services were 
no longer desirable, nor can I in any respect after that be subject to the rules 
and articles of war granted by His Majesty to the said United East India Com¬ 
pany. The words of the first article of the said rules and articles of war, being 
expressed thus, in the most clear and explicit manner, viz. —“ That from and 
after the twenty-fifth day of March one thousand seven hundred and fifty-four, 
if any person being mustered or in pay as an officer, or who is, or shall be 
listed, or in the said Company’s pay as a soldier in any of their settlements, or 
in the said Island of St. Helena respectively, and within such time as such 
officer or soldier shall have contracted and agreed to serve the said United 
(Jompany, Sfc** 

But it having been falsely, ignorantly and maliciously asserted by certain 
ill-designing and evil-minded people that the receiving of sixty-two rupees at 
the beginning of a month, which was only two rupees more than the usual sum 
that was paid me for five days’ service, is a contract for the whole month, the 
same from the words already cited appears clearly and evidently to be most 
false and erroneous, pay, muster, contract and agreement being all distinctly and 
expressly mentioned as absolutely necessary to the subjecting any officer or 
soldier to the meaning and intent of the said Act. But a contract and agree¬ 
ment both in law and common sense is a bargain between two parties, where 
each gives a full and ample consent either in words or writing, which on my 
part was at no time ever done. But further I in particular insist and desire 
that you the President and that all and every one of you, the Members of this 
Court, do pay an especial attention and regard, and that you know for a cer¬ 
tainty and be hereby well informed that the money I received on the sixth 
day of the month of May last being the month in which I quitted the said 
service, which was the sum of sixty-two rupees, I did not receive nor do I at all 
acknowledge to have received the same as a consideration for my serving out 
the whole month, it never having been my intention to do so, but I took and 
received the same as in part payment of the money which the said Company 
allowed me for my service for part of the said month of May, which sum was 
only two rupees more than what was allowed me for five days’ service by the 
said Company, which is well known and can be clearly proved, so that there is 
still a balance remains due to me from the said United East India Company, 
which 1 hope will be paid as it of right belongs to me. 

Know you therefore, Colonel Sir Robert Barker and all and every one of 
the Members of this said Court, that having no lawful power or authority 
over me, 1 do therefore protest against you, and against any proceeding what¬ 
soever that you may now or shall at any time hereafter make against me as 
touching in any respect either my honour, liberty, life or fortune, whether for 
the pretended crimes of desertion or disobedience, or for any other crime or 
misdemeanor committed, or said to be committed, by me since my quitting the 
said United East India Company’s service, as you shall answer the same at your 
perils. 

Dated at Bankipur this fifteenth day of July in the year of our Lord one- 
thousand seven hundred and sixty-six. 


(Sd.) WILLIAM VERTUE. 
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Sworn by Thomas Pearson, Judge Advocate, to be the original protest ten¬ 
dered by Lieutenant Vertue the 16tb July 1766 to the General Court-martial 
then sitting on his trial at Bankipore, and which was by them rejected and 
left upon the table, before me. 

(Sd.) H. VERELST. 

One of His Majesty's Justices of the Peace for the Town of Calcutta. 


The affidavit made before Randolph Marriott, Esq., one of His Majesty’s 
Justices of the Peace for the Town of Calcutta, the 30th July 1766, regardino* 
the pay of Lieutenant William Vertue for the month of May read as follows 

Calcutta, the 30th July 1766. 

In consequence of a summons from Thomas Pearson, Esq., Judge Advo- 

c.ptatoD.rtrfid.,i«. Mte,togiTeeTidencenpoii(Mth before a Justice Of the 

'Peace, for the information of a General Court-martial 
appointed at Patna for the trial of Lieutenant William Vertue to his pay for 
the month of May last:— 


I, Alexander Dow, late Captain Commanding the 18th Battalion of Sepoys 
whereof William Vertue was Lieutenant make oath—“ That in the abstract 
for the month of April one thousand seven hundred and sixty-six. I drew 
according to custom the pay of Lieutenant William Vertue in advance for the 
month of May; that the Sircar of the Battalion Tara Chand received the 
amount of the above extract from the then Acting Paymaster Lieutenant Gabriel 
Harper, and was ordered by me to pay the battalion and every person belonging 
to it their proper pay and allowances; that after paying the battalion°the 
said Tara Chand accounted with me for Lieutenant Vertue’s pay, which was 
62 rupees, and as this was the usual method of paying the battalion I had no 
reason to doubt of Mr. Vertue’s not having received his pay till on my arrival 
in Calcutta the above Sircar wanted to credit my account for 62 rupees, which 
he said Mr. Vertue refused to accept of when he ofPered it him saying he would 
not receive any pay for that month. This is the whole and every circumstance 
of what I know relative to this affair. 


(Sd.) ALEXANDER DOW. 


This is to certify that Alexander Dow, late Captain in the Companv’s 
service, came before me the 30th day of July 1766, and voluntarily made oath 
to the above declaration. 

(Sd.) RAND. MARRIOTT, 

One of His Majesty's Justices of the Peace 
for the Town of Calcutta, 


Fort William, the 16th January 1767. 
At a Select Committee pbksent: 


The Right Hon’ble Loud Clive, President . 


Habby Vebelst, Esq. 


Bbiqadieb-Genebal Cabnac. 
Fbakcis Sykes, Esq. 


Lord Clive’s letter to the Com¬ 
mittee. 


1 AA A Iton'ble tlie President delivers in the following 

ktter to Harry \erelst. Esq., &c.. Members of the Select 
Committee 


Gentlemen,— You are not unacquainted with the solicitations I have had 
the honour to receive from the Court of Directors for my continuance in this 
Government another year, nor with the very severe fit of sickness which obliged 
me to inform them, by the Curttenden, that I had no prospect of recovenng 
health, or even of preserving life but by an immediate embarkation for mv 
native country. The resolution to leave Bengal, which the judgment of my 
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physician declares it is still absolutely necessary I should maintainj would 
give me great concern were I not fully convinced that the country remains 
in perfect tranquillity, that the prosperity of the Company’s affairs here is 
fixed upon a solid, permanent basis, and that the gentlemen to whose con¬ 
duct they are entrusted, I mean particularly the Members of the Select 
Committee, will zealously unite to support that plan of Government, which 
by means of their unwearied assistance I have had the happiness to establish. 
I cannot omit this opportunity to express the satisfaction I feel in the re¬ 
flection that I am succeeded in the high and important of&ce of Governor by 
Mr. Verelst. My knowledge of him is not from the information of others, but 
from my own observation and experience, and I am persuaded his utmost 
endeavors will be used to prove himself in every respect worthy the trust 
reposed in him. 

The Court of Directors, in their letter by the Mercury^ seem to have left 
the continuance, or the abolishing of the Select Committee to my determina¬ 
tion, together with the forming of such further regulations as I may judge 
most for the interest of the Company after my departure; but as I would not exert 
a power which you may entei^in a doubt of my being properly authorised to 
assume, I request you will take into consideration the paragraphs relating 
thereto, and impartially declare your sense of the intentions of the Court of 
Directors on this head. If you are of opinion that such authority is lodged 
with me, the following are the regulations which I propose to establish:— 

The expediency of the measure being self-evident, I do not hesitate to 
pronounce that the Select Committee must be continued, and I hope you will 
be convinced that in the nomination of the members 1 have not been guided 
by friendship or partiality, but by the real merit and abilities of individuals. 
They are to stand as follows :— 

Harbt Verelst, Esq., Fresident. 

John Cartier, Esq. 

Colonel Eichard Smith. 

Francis Sykes, Esq. 

Eichard Becher, Esq. 

But as Mr. Becher cannot be expected to arrive in Bengal before the 
month of July or August, as the present situation of the Company’s affairs 
requires that a Select Committee should be continued without recess, or proro¬ 
gation, and as Colonel Smith and Mr. Sykes must frequently be absent on the 
duties of their respective appointments, so that only Messrs. Verelst and 
Cartier will remain at the Presidency, I nominate Claud Eussell, Esq., in whose 
abilities, zeal for the service, and integrity I have the greatest confidence, 
to fill Mr. Becher’s seat in Committee, until his arrival, and Alexander 
Campbell, Esq., to have a voice in the absence of Mr. Sykes, or of any other 
Member. This last nomination I think due to a Member of the Board acting 
as our Secretary, who has long acted as such at our particular desire, and 
whose knowledge of political affairs, necessarily acquired in that station, must 
upon many occasions prove very useful to the Committee. 

With respect to the regulations of the Committee, I have only to add 
that Mr. Verelst, the Governor, shall have power, upon such occasions as he 
shall judge necessary, to recall to the Presidency and to their seats any of the 
absent Members. If any objection be urged to the continuation of Mr. Sykes, 
I answer that his situation of Eesident at the Durbar, the perfect knowledge 
he has acquired of the revenues, and his extreme attention, fidelity, and skill 
in the collections, make it requisite for the public service that he should 
remain, though absent, a Member of the Committee. 

Personal merit will not effectually prevail unless it receive the support 
of ministerial importance, and this committee being justly considered as the 
Cabinet Council, wherein the most material political affairs are proposed, 
d^ested, and determined upon, it follows that the Eesident at the Durbar 
should be honoured with a seat and a vote whenever public affairs require his 
presence in Calcutta. 
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Justice to M. R. Cawn, the Naib Dewan, calls upon me to recommend 
h im in the strongest terms to the protection of this committee. His dili¬ 
gence, disinterestedness, and abilities exceed those of any other Musulman I 
have yet seen. To him chiefly may be attributed the perfect knowledge we 
have acquired of the revenues of Bengal and Behar; and that the collections 
are increased beyond what they ever before produced without oppressing the 
inhabitants. Mr. Sykes, with whom he has co-operated with so much zeal for 
the public good, will, I am sure, justify my recommendation, and confess that 
his merit and services entitle him fully to your regard. 

I now proceed, agreeably to the expectations of the Court of Directors, to 
’lay before you that system of politics which, in my opinion, ought to be 
preserved after I shall have resigned the important charge of the Company's 
affairs in Bengal. My ideas will, I hope, be found consistent with my actions, 
anil you, who are so intimately acquainted with my heart and principles, will 
consider the substance of this address, not as an instruction, but rather as a 
refreshment to your memory of the great outlines of government which I 
drew for my own guidance, and which the most mature deliberation, as well 
as success, emboldens me to recommend to your future notice. 

The first point in politics, which I offer to your consideration, is the form 
of government. We are sensible that since the acquisition of the Dewanny 
the power formerly belonging to the Soubah of these provinces is totally in 
fact vested in the East In^ Company. Nothing remains to him but the name 
and shadow of authority. This name however, this shadow, it is indispen¬ 
sably necessary we should seem to venerate. Every mark of distinction and 
respect must be shewn him, and he himself encouraged to shew his resent¬ 
ment upon the least want of respect from other nations. 

Under the sanction of a Soubah, every encroachment that niay be attempted 
by foreign powers, can effectually be crushed without any apparent interposi¬ 
tion of our own authority, and all real grievances complained of by them can, 
through the same channel, be examined into and redressed. Be it therefore 
always remembered that there is a Soubah; that we have allotted him a 
stipend which must be regularly paid in support of his dignity; and that 
though the revenues belong to the Company the territorial jurisdiction must 
still rest in the Chiefs of the country acting under him and this Presidency 
in conjunction. To appoint the Company’s servants to the offices of collectors, 
or indeed to do any act, by an exertion of the English Power, which can 
equally be done by the Nabob at our instance, would be throwing off the mask— 
would be declaring the Company Soubah of the provinces. Poreign nations 
would immediately take umbrage, and complaints preferred to the British 
Court might be attended with very embarrassing consequences. Nor can it 
be supposed that either the French, Dutch, or Danes would readily acknow¬ 
ledge the Company’s Soubahship, and pay into the hands of their servant the 
duties upon trade, or the quit-rents of those districts which they may have 
long been possessed of by virtue of the royal firmaund, or grants from 
former Nabobs. In short, the present form of government will not, in my 
opinion, admit of variation. The distinction between the Company and the 
Nabob must be carefully maintained; and every measure wherein the country 
Government shall even seem to be concerned must be carried on in the name 
of the Nabob, and by his authority. In short, I would have all the Company’s 
servants, the supervisors excepted, confined entirely to commercial matters 
only, upon the plan laid down in the time of Ali Ver^ Cawn. 

It will not, I presume, be improper, in this place, to observe that you 
ought not to be very desirous of increasing the revenues, especially where it 
can only be effected by oppressing the landholders and tenants. So long as 
the country remains in peace the collections will exceed the demands; if 
you increase the former, a large sum of money will either lay dead in the 
treasury, or be sent out of the country, and much inconvenience arise in the 
space of a few years. Every nation trading to the East Indies have usually 
imported silver for a return in commodities. The acquisition of the Dewanny 
has rendered this mode of traffic no longer necessary for the English Company; 
our investments may be furnished, our expences, civil and military, paid, and 
a large quantity of bullion be annually sent to China, though we import not 
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a single dollar ; an increase of revenue therefore, unless you can in proportion 
increase your investments, can answer no good purpose, but may in the 
end prove extremely pernicious, inasmuch as it may drain Bengal of its 
silver; and you will undoubtedly consider that the exportation of silver, 
beyond the quantity* imported, is an evil, which, though slow and perhaps 
remote in its consequences, will nevertheless be fatal to the India Company. 
This point therefore I leave to your constant vigilance and deliberation. 

The subject of moderation leads me naturally into a few reflections upon 
military affairs. Our possessions should be bounded by the provinces. Studi¬ 
ously maintain peace; it is the ground work of your prosperity; never consent to 
act offensively against any Powers except in defence of our own, the King’s, 
or Shuja Doula’s dominions, as stipulated by treaty; and above all things 
be assured that a march to Delhi would be not only a vain and fruitless 
project, but attended w'ith certain destruction to your army, and perhaps put 
a period to the very being of the Company in Bengal. 

Shuja Doula, we must observe, is now recovering his strength; although 
I am fully persuaded, from his natural disposition, which is cautious and 
timid, and from the experience he has had of our discipline and courage, that 
he will never engage against us in another war, yet, like most of his 
countrymen, he is ambitious, and I am of opinion that as soon as he shall 
have formed an army, settled bis country, and increased his finances, he 
will be eager to extend his territories, particularly by the acquisition of the 
Bundlecund district, formerly annexed to the Soubahship of Illahabad. It 
is even not improbable that he will propose an expedition to Delhi, and desire 
our assistance, without which I think he has not courage to risk such an 
undertaking. Here therefore we must be upon onr guard, and plainly re¬ 
mind the Vizier that we entered into an alliance with him for no other 
purpose than the defence of our respective dominions, and that we will not 
consent to invade other Powers, unless they should pi;ove the aggressors by 
committing acts of hostility against him, or the English, when it will become 
necessary to make severe examples, in order to prevent others from attacking 
us unprovoked. With regard to his Delhi scheme, it must be warmly re¬ 
monstrated against, and discouraged. He must be assured, in the most 
positive terms, that no consideration whatsoever shall induce us to detach 
our forces to such a distance from this country, which produces all the riches 
we are ambitious to possess. Should he however be prevailed upon by the 
King to escort His Majesty to that capital, without our assistance, it will then 
be our interest to approve the project, as it is the only means by which we 
can honourably get rid of our troublesome, royal guest. 

The Rohillas, the Jats, and all the Northern Powers, are at too great a 
distance ever to disturb the tranquillity of these provinces. Shuja Doula’s 
ambition, the King’s solicitations, and the—Marattas, these are the three grand 
objects of policy to this committee, and by conducting your measures with 
that address of which you are become so well acquainted by experience, I 
doubt not that the peace of Bengal may be preserved many years, especially 
if a firm alliance be established with the Soubah of the Deccan, and Janoogee; 
the Naugpoor Rajah, will be satisfied with the ^hout proposed, to which I 
think he is in justice and equity strictly entitled. 

The Marattas are divided into two very great powers, who at present are 
at variance with each other, viz., those who possess a large part of the Deccan, 
whose Chief is Ramrajah, well known by the Presidency of Bombay, and by 
some of the gentlemen in the direction, by the name of Nanah, and whose 
capital is Punah, about 30 eoss from Surat, and those who possess the ex¬ 
tensive province of Berar, whose chief is Janoogee, and whose capital Naug¬ 
poor, is distant from Calcutta about four hundred coss. These last are 
called Rajpoot Marattas, and are those who after the long war with Ali Verdi 
Cawn, obliged him to make over the Balasore and Cuttack countries and 
to pay a chout of 12 lacks of rupees. With Janoogee it is our interest to 
be upon terms of friendship, for which purpose a Vaokeel has been dispatched, 
as appears upon the committee proceedings, and I would recommend your 
settling of the chout with him, agreeably to the plan I have proposed, viz., 
that we shall pay sixteen lacks, upon condition that he appoint the Company 
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zemindar of the Balasore and Cuttack countries, which, though at present 
of little or no advantage to Janoogee, would, in our possession, produce nearly 
sufficient to pay the whole amount of the chout. Whatever the deficiency 
may be, it will he overbalanced by the security and convenience we shall 
enjoy of a free and open passage by land to and from Madras, all the 
countries between the two Presidencies being under our influence; but I would 
not by any means think of employing force to possess ourselves of those 
districts; the grant of them must come from him with bis own consent, and if 
that cannot be obtained, we must settle the chout upon the most moderate 
terms we can. 

The lilarattas of the Deccan can only be kept quiet by an alliance with 
Nizam Ally, which has already in part taken place, and I have not the 
least doubt that the Soubah’s own security and the perpetual encroach¬ 
ments of the Mjyrattas will soon make him as desirous as we are of complet¬ 
ing it. When this measure is brought to perfection, not only the Deccan 
Marattas, but Janoogee also, will have too much to apprehend from our 
influence and authority so near home to be able to disturb far distant countries; 
and Bengal may be pronounced to enjoy as much tranquillity as it possibly 
can, or at least ought to enjoy, consistent with our main object, security. 

With regard to all other Powers they are so distracted, and divided 
amongst themselves, that their operations can never turn towards Bengal. 
As there is happily no prospect of troubles in tbe provinces. Colonel Smith’s 
Brigade should be ordered back into cantonments, and all batta cease. Sir 
Bobert Barker’s Brigade likewise must be withdrawn as soon as possible, 
leaving such a detachment at Illahabad as may quiet the apprehensions of the 
Vizier. Should that detachment consist of only one battalion, you will have 
no objection to the continuing of Captain Ducarell in the Command, as he has 
hitherto conducted himself with the greatest alacrity and diligence, and I 
earnestly recommend him to your regard. 

So long as any of our forces remain in the King’s or Shuja Doula’s dominions, 
Illahabad must be garrisoned by us. This is absolutely necessary for our 
security. But you will readily evacuate it when His Majesty and the Vizier 
shall consent to our withdrawing the whole of our troops; and should you at 
any time after be called upon, as in conformity to the treaty you may, to 
oppose invaders of the King’s, or Shuja Doula’s territories, Allahabad, Chunar, 
or some other fortification must again be garrisoned by the English during 
such assistance. As the possession of a fort will most effectually secure us 
against treachery, we must never fail, in the case I have mentioned, to insist 
upon it in the most strong and positive terms. Should they incline to refuse 
us such a post, the very refusal will convince us how necessary it will be to 
make it a preliminary article to our granting them the assistance required. 

Having thus laid before you my ideas of the politics of the country, I 
shall now take the liberty to trouble you with some observations relative to 
the Military and Civil Department. 

The utility of the plan of regimenting the forces, and appointing field 
officers, has already been too apparent. To the spirit and conduct of the field 
officers must in great measure be attributed our success against the late combina¬ 
tion of captains »and subalterns. Upon them depend the discipline, subordina¬ 
tion, and strength of our army. Let us ever therefore be cautious and 
impartial in our promotions to that important rank. Seniority must here 
give place to distinguished merit, nor should the commission of major be ever 
bestowed upon a man, to whom the command of a brigade could not soon 
after be intrusted. 

The danger of delegating too much of your power to the army must 
never be forgotten. If you abate your authority over them inconvenience 
and uneasiness to yourselves may not be the only consequences. Experience has 
convinced us that the army ought to be kept under the strictest subjection. 
I am not an advocate for arbitrary power; I am not desirous of exploding 
military law, but the civil power and authority of this Government must be 
graciously asserted, and notwithstanding the confidence that on the most 
emergent occasions may justly be reposed in the field officers, I would have 
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it remembered that the immediate power is vested in yourselves to dismiss 
any ofidoer, let his rank be what it will, without waiting for the sentence of 
a court-martial. 

I cannot omit a general remark upon the disposition of gentlemen in 
public oflBces. A zealous attachment to particular friends, and a desire to 
prefer recommendation from home, rather than promote servants of approved 
merit in India, frequently counteract the Company’s interest, which it is their 
duty to support without private favor or partiality. From those motives 
places of trust and diligence are often filled by men not properly qualified; 
subordinate factories are supplied with more assistants than there can possibly 
be occasion for; the multiplication of employments is attended with the creation 
of new salaries, and thus individuals are obliged at the expence of the Company. 
Were the Committee and Council, when they assemble as such, to consider 
the dignity of their station, and that the first principle upgn which they are 
bound to proceed is justice to their employers; were they resolutely to deter¬ 
mine upon granting indulgences, only where rewards might be claimed as 
matters of right from merit, without any partial attention to mere letters of 
recommendation, they would not only disengage themselves from very trouble¬ 
some burthens, but be secure from the many reprimands which they now 
annually receive from the Court of Directors on this occasion. 

The reformations pi’oposed by the Committee of Inspection will, I hope, 
be duly attended to. It has been too much the custom in this Government to 
make orders and regulations, and thence to suppose the business done. This 
is a very erroneous idea. To what end or purpose are they made if they be 
not promulgated and enforced ? No regulations can be carried into execution, 
no order obeyed, if you do not make rigorous examples of the disobedient. 
Upon this point I rest the welfare of the Company in Bengal. The servants 
are now brought to a proper sense of their duty: if you slacken the reins of 
Government, affairs will soon revert to their former channel; anarchy and 
corruption will again prevail, and elate with a new victory, be too headstrong 
for any future efforts of Government.* Recall to your memories the many 
attempts that have been made in the Civil and Military Departments to over¬ 
come our authority and to set up a kind of independency against the Court 
of Directors: reflect also upon the resolute measures we have pursued, and 
their wholesome effects. Disobedience to legal power is the first step of 
sedition, and palliative remedies effect no cure. Every tender compliance, 
every condescension on your parts, will only encourage more flagrant attacks, 
which will daily increase in strength, and be at last in vain resisted. Much of 
our time has been employed in correcting abuses. The important work has 
been prosecuted with zeal, diligence, and disinterestedness, and we have had 
the happiness to see our labours crowned with success. I leave the country in 
peace; I leave the Military and Civil Departments under discipline and subor¬ 
dination; it is incumbent upon you to keep them so. You have power; 
you have abilities; you have integrity; let it not be said that you are defi¬ 
cient in resolution. I repeat that you must not fail to exact the most implicit 
obedience to your orders. Dismiss or suspend from the service any man who 
shall dare to dispute your authority. If you deviate from the principles upon 
which we have hitherto acted, and upon which you are conscious you ought 
to proceed, or if you do not continue to make a proper use of that power 
with which you are invested, I shall hold myself acquitted, as I do now 
protest against the consequences. 

To what I have urged in general upon the subject of regulations, I beg leave 
to add a few words in relation to one particular point. All the Company*s 
servants at the Aurungs, all those at the out-factories, except such as are 
fixt as the subordinates, and are necessarily employed in the silk business, 
all free merchants, must be recalled, and their place of residence confined to 
Calcutta. Orders for this purpose have already been issued, and the time 
for their being obeyed is limited. Herein, no consideration whatsoever, scarcely 
humanity itself, except in any veiy extraordinary instance, should tempt you 
to relax, for be assured that until these regulations take place, the Company 
caimot be properly said to enjoy their just rights and privileges, nor the 
natives to be masters of their own property. 

S 2 
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Another growing evil, which requires a speedy remedy, is the number of 
vagabonds that infest the Presidency. All these must be apprehended, and 
embarked on board ships for Europe without delay. In their native country 
they may become useful to the public, but in Calcutta they are^ worse than 
idlers. Our police is not perfect enough to prevent their being guilty of many 
outrages, of which I need only mention the oppressing the poor inhabitants, 
and the retailing of spirituous liquors, which destroy the constitutions and 
lives of many of our soldiers. 

The enormous expence of the fortifications has been much complained of, 
and it is not without the utmost concern that I observe it is not yet nearly at 
an end. These works are so very burthensome to the Company that they 
had better be entirely relinquished than continue to be conducted in the 
manner they have liitherto been. Let me request you will join your power 
and influence with the Board to reduce the enormous expences not only of 
these fortifications, but of all public buildings whatever. 

There appears to me one only method of completing public buildings 
with frugality and expedition. I mean that of engaging people to work by 
contract; wdien you have adopted that plan the expence and the time will both 
be ascertained, and therefore I entreat you to be very strenuous in carrying 
it into execution. Unless some such method be adopted, I am persuaded we 
shall sooner see an end of the Company’s treasure than the completion of the 
works. 

We have received orders from the Court of Directors to abolish the salt 
trade. These orders must be punctually obeyed. But as I am of opinion 
that the trade upon its present footing is rather beneficial than injurious to 
the inhabitants of the country; and that a continuation of this indulgence, 
or some other equivalent is become absolutely necessary, and would be an 
honorable incitement to diligence and zeal in the Company’s service, I flatter 
myself the Court of Directors may be induced to settle some plan that will 
prove agreeable to your wishes. 

The last, but not the most immaterial point that I have to touch upon, 
is unanimity among yourselves. If you reflect a moment upon the distracted 
state in which I found Calcutta, you will be convinced that it chiefly arose' 
from the dissentions in Council. An internal discord of this nature is of the 
most fatal consequence to the interest of your employers; distinction ceases, 
every member of the Board loses sight of his own dignity, and parties are 
rashly formed throughout the Presidency. Such was the disturbed state of 
things on my accession to the Government, and you are not unacquainted 
with the pernicious excess of that spirit, which had in a manner overset all 
Government, and introduced every evil that could resist our endeavors to effect 
a reformation. I do not suppose it possible that upon all occasions even the 
best of men can be unanimous, but whenever a difference of opinion shall 
happen, and more especially if warmth of debate and dissention should ensue, 
let no man think himself justified by the public suffrage; let the disputes 
be religiously kept secret, and confined within tbe circle of your own Board. 
The Company’s servants without doors and the inhabitants of Calcutta are 
not to be arbitrators between you and the Company. The Court of Directors 
alone are to be appealed to: they alone are to determine upon the propriety of 
your judgment, and the rectitude of your actions, in their service. 

I have the honour to be with the greatest attachment. 

Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient and most humble servant, 

_ (Sd.) CLIVE, 

P.S .—The latest advices inform me that Abdallah is arrived at Lahore, and 
should his inveterate enemies the Seyks not be able to interrupt him in his 
march he will certainly reach Delhi a third time. 

Cossim Ally Cawn I likewise learn is gone to the north, and there is no 
doubt but that intriguing miscreant will use all the influence which money 
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and persuasion can give to prevail upon Abdallah to come this way should he 
be induced to make such an attempt which is possible, but scarce probable; 
and should it be certain that bis principal design is against Bengal, and not 
the dominions of our allies, we ought not to trust any part of our forces beyond 
the Caramnassa, which is the boundary of our possessions. 

Let us consider that this Northern Prince commands an army of the 
same nation who under Nadir Shaw conquered P’ersia, defeated the Turks, 
and routing the army of the great Mogul made themselves masters of his 
person, his capital Delhi, and all his treasures. 

We ought therefore, in my opinion, to unite our whole forces against 
this warrior, and as bis chief strength is in cavalry we should avoid exten¬ 
sive plains, and endeavor to bring him to action in an inclosed country. I 
should prefer giving hini battle on this side the Soan, as near the Ganges as 
possible, which will be our security against any disastrous e\;^nt. Our army 
thus situated I do not entertain the least doubt of defeating him, formidable 
as he is. 

Let us remember this prince means not to make conquests, which it is im¬ 
possible to maintain; his sole view in entering Indostan is to collect money, and 
a few lacks of rupees will always buy him off; but this expedient should not be 
made use of except in the last necessity, as it will tarnish the lustre of our 
arms, and after his departure may encourage some of our neighbours to dis¬ 
turb the tranquillity of these provinces. 


(Sd.) CLIVE. 


The Select Committee, observing with the utmost concern, the effects of 
The Committee consult on the this climate upon Hls Lordship*s Constitution, and 
ColStee Xr L^rd cuve^^re^ impossibility, of Us remaining longer in the coun- 
parture. try with imminent danger of his life— 

Agreed, that we take into consideration the powers delegated by the 
Hon’ble Court of Directors to His Lordship as far as they may relate to the 
continuing, abolishing, or regulating the Select Committee at his departure. 

Accordingly the following paragraphs of the Hon’ble Company’s instruc¬ 
tions to the President and Council, under date the 17th May 1766, were read:— 

“ The powers of the Committee are to remain in force during Lord Clive's continuance in 
Bengal, but the Committee shall not be continued after his departure, unless he shall judge it 
for the interest and benefit of the Company”—and further, that "as in the course of the 
important affairs which now come under cognizance of the Committee, many unforeseen 
accidents may arise—-Lord Clive shall therefore have permission, on his departure from Bengal, 
to make such regulations in the powers of the Committee as he shall judge most for the 
interest of the Company. 

It appearing to the Committee, from the express terms and meaning of 
^ _ the above paragraphs, that the Hon’ble Court of 

Opinion of t e ommittee. Directors have vested Lord Clive with full authority 

either to abolish the Select Committee entirely, or at his departure to continue 
it under such regulations as he may think most conducive to the service : 

It also appearing to them of the last importance to the Hon’ble Company’s 
affairs, tliat the public business should’ be conducted by the Council and the 
Committee in the manner specified in our proceedings of the 21st December 
1766: — 


And it being likewise the unanimous opinion of this Committee that 
His Lordship has made a just and proper selection of the Members who are 
to compose the future Committee; 


Resolved, that 


The future Members agreed on. 


after Lord 
Select 


Clive’s and General Carnac’s departure the 
Committee shall consist of five members, 


agreeably to the Hon’ble Company’s orders contained 
in paragraph 39 of the abovementioned letter, and that those Members shall be 
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the following gentlemen, to stand in the order in which they are mentioned, 

Harby Vebelst, Esq., President. 

John Oartieb, Esq. 

Colonel Richard Smith. 


Ebancis Sykes, Esq. 

Richard Becher, Esq. 

Resolved, accordingly, that Mr. Cartier shall be immediately called down 
Mr Cartier called down f Fom Dacca to take his Seat at this Board on the de- 

partute of Lord Clire and Gene^ Camac. 

Resolved also, for the reasons assigned in His Lordship’s letter, that Claud 

Russell, Esq., shall fill Mr. Becher’s seat in Committee 
^Fwther appointinent of Mem- gentleman’s arrival, ^d that Alexander 

Campbell, Esq., shall have a voice in Committee in 
the absence of Mr. Sykes, or of any other Member. These appointments, as 
they are made without friendship or partiality to individuals, we doubt not 
will meet with the approbation of our honorable employers, and fully answer 
the sentiments which we entertain of the zeal and ability of the several gentle¬ 
men to promote the good of xhe service and welfare of the public. 

And lastly, that the Governor shall have power, upon such occasions as he 

may judge necessary, to recall to the Presidency and 
^ *^6“^ s^^ts any of the absent Members of the Com¬ 
mittee. 


It being of the utmost importance to the Company’s affairs that men 
No vacancies in Council to be of experience, of abilities, and of integrity should 

alone be admitted to seats in the Council, and the 
Committee observing with the deepest regret the unfitness of some and the 
youth of others who stand next in succession; it is hereby resolved that no 
vacancies which may arise at the Council Board shall be filled up until the 
further pleasure of the Court of Directors be known. 

The Right Hon’ble the President having, conformably to his restrictive 
oath, relinquished the five shares to which he is entitled in the capital stock 
of the society of trade, as well as every other commercial benefit and advan¬ 
tage. 


Resolved, that we assign to His Lordship, as an equivalent for the same. 
Allowance of commission assign. » commission of l|th upon the rcvenues of Bengal 
ed to Lord Clive. and Bchar, payment to commence from the 1st day 

of September last and to continue until the Ist day of September ensuing: 

Mr Vereist charge of the Govern¬ 

ment for several months after His Lordship’s depar¬ 
ture without any established fund for maintaining the expence and dignity 
of his station: 


Resolved, that Mr. Vereist shall in like manner draw the commission of 
1^ upon the Revenues of Bengal and Behar until the month of September 
after he shall have resigned the Government. 


Letter from General Caillaud. 

Treaty with Nizam Ally. 

General Caillnnd’s letter to Fort 
St. George. 


Lord Clive lays before the Committee an extract of a letter, dated the 29th 

November 1766, which he received from General 
Cailland, inclosing a copy of the treaty executed on 
the part of the Hon’ble Company with Nizam Ally 
Cawn, the 12th day of November 1766; and also of 
the General’s address to the Presidency of Fort St. 
George when he transmitted the treaty for their approbation. 

Ordered, that the extract from the General’s letter, his letter to the 

Presidency at Fort St. George, and the treaty with 
Nizam Ally, be entered after the proceedings. 

Lord Clive recommending Nobkissen Moonshee 
to the protection of the Committee. 


Nobkissen 

Banyan, 


Entered. 


appointed Political 


Resolved, that in consideration of his faithful and diligent services, 
Nobkissen be appointed the Hon’ble Company’s Political Banyan, with a salary 
annexed of Rs. 200 per mensem, the same to commence from this date. 
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Experience having convinced us that so small a body of European cavalry 

as is now kept up can be of no service in the field. 
The troop of Horse discharged, any Way proportioned to the enormous expence in¬ 

curred— 


Resolved, that the troop of horse be immediately broke, and that only 
twenty troopers with an ofi&cer be maintained for the support of the Governor’s 
dignity. 

Letter from Mr. Middleton. Mr. Middleton delivers in a letter in answer 

L. R. No. 4. to our Secretary’s letter to him the 2l8t ultimo. 

Agreed, that we recommend Mr. Middleton’s case to the Hon’ble the Court 

Intercession of the Committee 0^ Bircctors, as we are Well assured he knew nothing 
with the Honorable Court of Direc- of the covenants at the time he received presents 

from the Nabob, &c., and as he had upon all former 
occasions acted with the strictest honour and integrity during the course of 
many years spent in the service: 


Letter entering. 


Ordered that his letter be entered after the proceed¬ 
ings. 


The Hon’ble the Court of Directors, having in their letter to the Select 

Committee absolutely prohibited the inland trade in 
salt, beetle, and tobacco in any shape and upon any 


Inland trade struck off 


plan whatsoever— 


Resolved, that the society of trade shall be abolished and the inland trade 
. , ., . , totally relinquished on the 1st day of September next, 

but that we fully express our sentiments in our next 
advices to the Company, respecting the advantages which would result to the 
service and to the country from the continuance of this trade under the present 
restriction. 


(Sd.) CLIVE. 

„ H. VERELST. 

„ JOHN CAEN AC. 

., ERAS. SYKES. 

The Right Hon’ble President having retired, the Secretary is directed to 

draw up an address of thanks from the Committee to 
n s?no!V^°^* Mis Lordship for the steadiness, zeal, and ability 

with which he has pursued the interests of the 
Company, the welfare of the public, and the honour of this Board, since his 
accession to the Government; and more especially for that confidence which he 
is pleased to repose in their integrity and firm resolution strictly to adhere to 
that plan of government which His Lordship has so clearly chalked out for 
their future guidance. 

General Camac acquaints the Committee that his health being much 
General Carnac intimates hu in- impaired by B. long residence in this country he 
tention of leaving Bengal, proposes accompauying Lord Clive to Europe. He at 

the same time expresses the greatest satisfaction in the several honours bestowed 
upon him by the Court of Directors, and his warmest wishes for the prosperity 
of their affairs, and for the honour of this Committee. 

Agreed, that our Secretary shall draw up an address to General Camac 
Address to the General expressing OUT sense of Ms gallantry exerted in the 

L. s. No. 6. ^ field, his disinterested conduct and integrity manifest¬ 

ed in Council, and that steadiness and zeal with which he assisted in all the 
measures of the Select Committee. 


(Sd.) H. VERELST. 

., ERAS. SYKES. 
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Port "William, the 5th February 1767. 


At a Select Committee pbesent : 

The Hon’ble Harry Verelst, JPresidenf. 
Colonel Eichard Smith. 


Francis Sykes, Esq. 

Claud Eussell, Esq. 
Alexander Campbell, Esq. 


The abovementioned 

The new Members take their 
seats in Committee. 

The Oath of Secresy administered. 


gentlemen having assembled in Committee pursu' 
ant to a Eesolution of the 16th ultimo, founded upon 
the orders of the Hon’ble Court of Directors, the 
proceedings of that date were read, and the usual 
Oath was administered to Colonel Smith and Mr, 


Eussell only, Mr. Campbell being akeady sworn to the same effect in quality 
of Secretary. 


Accordingly the new Members took their seats, when the HonTale Presi¬ 
dent delivers in the following Minute:— 


Lord Clive, in his letter to this Committee, has been so very explicit on 


The President’s minute. 


the present state of affairs, and has fixt on so judi- 
cious and so wise a plan of politics, that I 


consider it as my duty to recommend in the most earnest manner our 
strictly adhering thereto, from a conviction that it is a plan the best 


calculated to ensure stability to the affairs of the Company, to preserve 
harmony and concord amongst ourselves, and to establish that order, regu¬ 
larity, and subordination without which even the greatest and most opulent 
kingdoms cannot long subsist. Though His Lordship is no longer present 
to assist us in those salutary measures for the welfare of the Company which 
he had so much at heart, and in the prosecution of which he risked his health. 


liis life, and everything dear, yet the legacy he has left us will serve as a 


guide for our future conduct in the weighty and important concerns of this 


Government. 


The object that more immediately demands our present attention is the 
discipline and regulation of the army. I would particularly recommend to 
the Commanding Officer the establishing a proper economy throughout the 
different brigades. The officers have so long been accustomed to luxury 
and extravagance; they have constantly been attended with so numerous a 
train of servants and equipages, that economy has been entirely forgotten, 
or only remembered by its name; the late reduction of batta, we might 
naturally conclude, would have been attended by a reduction of expences: 
but though their pay cannot now suffice their extravagance, yet they still 
endeavour to maintain the same manner of living. Eegulations should there¬ 
fore be established and enforced with the utmost strictness. Every officer, 
according to his rank, should be allowed to keep only a certain number of 
servants, and no one should be suffered to continue in a course of luxury 
and dissipation, which may again spread the contagion through the whole 
corps, from whence such pains have been taken to root it out. 

The establishing proper regulations throughout the bazars belonging to 
the different brigades, and, by reducing the present exorbitant prices of all 
the necessaries of life, the enabling the officers to supply themselves with every 
article at a cheaper rate, is another material object, in the prosecution of 
which I shall be ready to give my assistance as far as my influence with the 
country powers extends. 

But whilst we are thus endeavoring to introduce private, let us not forget 
public economy. The Company’s military expences were at one time enor¬ 
mous ; they have since been considerably lessened, but they still may be re¬ 
duced. Frauds and abuses, under the name of perquisites, still in scnue 
measure remain; and it requires a close examination to discover them. In 
whatever shape they appear, they must be destroyed; or they will insensibly 
increase and swell to their former bulk. 
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Discipline and a strict observance of orders must be maintained through¬ 
out the army. "We must consider that upon these rests our whole depen¬ 
dence. If we once neglect them, we fall an easy prey to our enemies. The 
army, instead of being under our command, will become our masters, and 
inevitable ruin must ensue. The flame of mutiny, and disobedience, which 
lately blazed with so much violence, and which was with the greatest diffi¬ 
culty got under, is not yet totally extinguished. A few sparks still remain; 
and it demands our utmost care to destroy them whenever they appear. As 
a proof of this assertion, give me leave to remind you of the late conduct 
of many of the officers at Monghyr. But Sir Robert Barker’s letter now 
before us, concerning the mutiny of the third Regiment, and Mr. Williamson’s, 
regarding the conduct of Lieutenant Butler, which I now deliver in, will 
fui'nish us with two more recent instances. Lieutenant Butler was left by 
Captain Martin in charge of the Cantonments erecting near Cossimbazar, 
under the orders of the Chief and Council of that Subordinate; but he has 
not only refused any orders they have sent him, he has likewise insulted the 
Acting Chief in the most indecent manner. The insolent and mutiuous style 
of his letters, his total contempt of the civil authority, and his daring to 
insist upon Mr. Williamson’s making him an acknowledgment for performing 
his duty to the Company, required the most immediate notice. I therefore, 
upon receipt of Mr. Williamson’s letter, sent oi’ders to that gentleman (copy 
of which I now lay before you) to take charge of everything belonging to the 
Company, to order Mr. Butler to proceed to Calcutta, and in case of refusal, 
to send him down under a proper guard; and I doubt not but this Committee 
will deem it absolutely necessary to dismiss him the service that others may 
be deterred from the like behaviour in future. 

Does not the late mutiny of the third Regiment at Illahabad evince that 
the men are as regardless of subordination as the officers ; and that if proper 
remedies are not applied in time, the disorder will become incurable. 

The presence of the Commanding Officer with the army at this emer¬ 
gency is, in my opinion, absolutely necessary. Those great and growing evils 
must be timely put a stop to, or all our past endeavours will be rendered 
fruitless. Colonel Smith has already by his unwearied attention, his prudence, 
and abilities, established many useful Regulations, brought to light many 
frauds and abuses, and considerably lessened the expences of that part of 
the army w'hich has been under his command; there remains only for him 
to proceed in the way he has begun, and put the finishing hand to so 
salutary a work. 

H. VERELST. 


Port William, 


The 5th February 1767. 
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Port William, 9th November 1767. 

At a Consultation, Present: 

The Honourable Harry Verelst, Esquire, President, 

John Cartier, 

Bicharu Becher, 

James Alexander, 

Claud Bussell, 

William Aldkrset, 

Charles Ploter, and 
Alexander Campbell, Esquires. 

In consequence of the Besolution of the Board the 6“* Instant, M' Camp^ 
bell has visited the New Works, and now makes the following Beport of the 
State thereof. 

To the Honodrablb Habby Verelst, Esquire, President and Governor, &c,, Council. 
Gentlemen, 

Attended by the Chief Engineer, I visited the Works now carrying on in 
the New Port, in obedience to your Orders. 

The principal Drains are completed, except at the Angles of the Intersec¬ 
tion ; Offices, with the New House, are begun; the North Barrack is covering 
in, and will soon be habitable. 

About four hundred Bricklayers are employed on the above Works, and 
the Buildings in the Artillery Ground, upon which some Progress is made, 
there being lately near Two Peet of Brick work added to the whole Pound- 
ation, for the Columns intended to support the Arches of the Armoury, Labo¬ 
ratory, &c. 

The Ditch is draining, in order that the Contractor may enter immediately 
upon completing the Counterscarp; but I find from the Chief Engineer’s 
Beport, that they are much retarded by the want of Materials. The Chunam 
is greatly deficient both in Quantity and Quality. 

In many Places the Pacing to the Ramparts has given way. The Engi¬ 
neer shewed me one Part of the Curtain, close by the East Gate, where the 
Poundation of the Curtain is cracked, and the WalLbulged out some inches. 

The enclosed Beturn points out the Number of the People, and the Manner 
in which they are employed. 

I am to observe, that only a very few Cannon are mounted on the Bam- 
parts and that Carriages are wanting for more than Three-fourths of the Guns 
necessary for that Purpose; neither are Embrazures cut or half the Cannon. 

I have the Honour to be, with great Bespect, 

Port William, Gentlemen, 

The7'* November 1767. 


176 F. D. 


Your most obedient humble Servant, 

(Sd.) ALEX’- CAMPBELL. 
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Fort William, the 16*** November 1767. 

At a CoNSiiLTATroN, Present : 

The Honourable Harry Verelst, Esquire, President, 

John Cartier, 

Eichari) Becher, 

Claud Bussell, 

William Aldeksey, 

Charles Floyer, and 
Alexander Campbell, Esquires. 

M' Floyer having visited the New Works, now delivers in a Report of the 
same, with a Return of the Workmen employed thereon. 

Ordered, That the Report be entered after these Minutes, and the Return 
deposited among the other miscellaneous Papers. 

To the Honourable Harry Verelst, Esquire, President and Governor, &c., Council at 
Fort William. 

Honourable Sir, & Sirs, 

Pursuant to an Order of Council, I visited the Works in the New Fort 
attended hy the Chief Engineer. 

Nothing has been done to the Drain since the last Report, delivered in 
by M" Campbell. The Engineer informed me, that he judged it necessary 
to put the Workmen employed thereon to the Artillery Barracks ; they may, 
in a few Days, be completely finished, on the Return of the Bricklayers. 

Above six hundred Bricklayers have been daily employed, during the last 
Week, on the different Buildings in the New Fort, and those chiefly confined 
to the Artillery Barracks, and Offices for the New House. The former Build- 
ing is raised to Four Feet and Half in Height, and the latter Five Feet. 

Very little is done to the Piling, or to any other Works, since the last 
Report the Engineer being of Opinion, those already mentioned, are the most 
essential at present. 

By the enclosed Return you will he informed of the Number of Work¬ 
men employed, and the different Works they are allotted to. 

I am, with Respect, 

Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 

Your most obedient humble Servant, 

(Sd.) CHARLES FLOYER. 

Fort William, the 23'^ November 1767. 

At A Consultation, Present : 

The Honourable Harry Verelst, Esquire, President, 

.John Cartier, 

« 

Richard Becher, 

James Alexander, 

Claud Russell, 

William Aldersby, and 
Alexander Campbell, Esquires. 

Mr. Aldersey delivers in his Report of the Progress of the New Works 
since last W’eek: 

Ordered, It be entered after these Proceedings. 

To «^ibe Honourablb Haruy Verelst, Esquire, President and Governor, &c., Council 

of Fort William, 

Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

I this Day visited the New Fort, attended by the Chief Engineer, and 
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Buildings in 


found the following Progress to have been made on the several 
hand, since Mr. Iloyfir'a Report of the 16“* Instant. 

XV. Artillery Barracks, and those for the Artillery, raised about Two Feet • 
the Terrassing of the North Barracks continued; and the Cutcha Work beo-un 
for turning the Arches of the Doors and Windows to the Offices of the New 
House. 


Enclosed is a Return of the Workmen employed on the Services abovemen- 
tinned, occasional Repairs, and m clearing away for continuing the Foundation 
or the Counterscarp. 


1 am, 

Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 

Fort William, Your most obedient humble Servant, 

The Sr* November 1767. (Sd.) WILLIAM ALDERSEY. 


Fort William, 23''^ November 1767. 

At a Consultation, Present: 

The Honourable Harry Verelst, Esquire, Tresident^ 

John Cartier, 

Richard Becher, 

James Alexander, 

Claud Russell, 

William Alderset, and 
Alexander Campbell, Esquires. 

Captain Martin sends a Report of the State of Works, in consequence of 
our former Orders for his so doing every Fortnight, 

Ordered, This be entered; but that the Secretary acquaint him, he need not 
in future deliver in these Reports, as the one which he delivers in weekly to the 
visiting Member is very sufficient. ^ 

Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, 

I request leave to acquaint you, that there are employed daily on the 
interior Buildings of the New Fort, about 550 Bricklayers, at a Medium. The 
Artillery Barracks, and the Sheds for Artillery, employ the greatest part of that 
Number, and are at this Hme raised about Seven Feet from the Ground. The 
New House is completing, and Offices for the same are carrying on with Expe¬ 
dition. The Terrass for the Roof of the North Barracks, and the Drains' 
throughout the Fort, are nearly finished. The Foundation for the Counter- 
scarp is preparing, and will soon employ the greatest Part of the Bricklayers. 
These are the principal Works in Brick. ^ 

The Carpenters and Smiths are employed on Wood and Iron Work for the 
New Buildings :—Also on Gun Carriages and Tumbrels for Field Service. 

As the Reports presented by me weekly to the honourable Member of the 
Council, upon his Visit to the Works, containing the Proportion and several 
Classes of Workmen employed daily throughout the Week precedin® (with 
Particulars of the Business conducting) is more full and expressive than can be 
given by Letters; & as the same Reports are delivered by me at the Committee 
of Works weekly, I take the liberty to enquire, if you would please that I 
would continue to make my Reports every Fortnight, in this Channel bv Letter 
unto you, honourable Sir and Gentlemen. 

I have the Honour to be. 

Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, 

Fort William, T Your most humble and obedient Servant, 

53"* November 1767. J (Sd.) FLEMING MARTIN, (7. Eng\ 
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Port William, lOth December 1767. 

At a Consultation, Present : 

The Honourable Harry Vbbblst, Esquire, President, 

John Cartier, 

Richard Becher, 

Claud Russell, 

William Aldbrsby, 

Charles Floyer, and 
Alexander Campbell, Esquires. 

Mr. Bussell having visited the New Works, now delivers in a Report of 
the State thereof. 

Ordered, It be entered after these Minutes. 

Mr. Bussell acquaints the Board, That through Indisposition he has been 
unable to visit the Fort in the regular Course; but was on that Duty the 9“* 
Instant, and finds. That, during the Two last Weeks, the East Front of the Ar¬ 
tillery Barracks have been raised about Four Feet Six Inches, and 20 of the 
Arches have been turned. 

The Terrassing of the North Barracks is now nearly completed. 

The Counterscarp of the Ditch has been continued 220 Feet Foundation, 
and raised about Six Feet. 

The Offices of the New House have been raised about 2 Feet 9 Inches, and 
are ready for the Beams. 

The Drains are nearly completed. 

These with the finishing of the New House, are the only material Works 
in baud. The Carpenters are chiefly employed in making Gun Carriages and 
Tumbrils for Field Service. 

Half of one of the Sheds, intended for the Artificers under the Military 
Store-keepers, remains to be completed. 

The Piling to prevent Encroachments of the River advances very slowly; 
of 9,028 Piles, only 270 are yet driven. To complete this Work with Spirit, at 
least Ten or Twelve Engines are necessary. Hitherto only One has been in use, 
and it drives, on a Medium, but One Pile per Day. 

In a military View, the Fort does not appear in a proper Posture of 
Defence. The Embrazures are imperfect; few Guns are mounted; nor are the 
Platforms complete. 


Fort William, the 3P* December 1767. 

At a Consultation, Present: 

The Honourable Harry Ybrelst, Esquire, President, 

John Cartier, 

Richard Becher, 

James Alexander, 

Claud Russell, 

. William Aldersey, 

Charles Floyer, 

Alexander Campbell, Esquires. 

Mr. Becher acquaints the Board, That he has visited the New Fort, agree¬ 
able to their Orders, and now lays his Report of the same before them. 

Ordered, It be entered after the Consultation. 
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Fort William, the 11*** January 1768. 

At a Consultation, Present : 

The Honourable Harry Vbrelst, Esquire, Fresident, 

John Cartier, 

Eichard Becher, 

James Alexander, 

William Alderset, 

Charles Floyer, Esquires. 

Mr. Cartier acquaints the Board, That in his Tour of Duty he has visited 
the New Works, and now lays his Report of the same before them. 

Ordered, That it be entered after the Consultation. 

To the Honourable Harry Verelst, Esquire, Fresident and Governor, &c., Council 

of Fort William . 

Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 

In my Tour of Duty I visited the New Works this Morning, in Company 
with the Engineer; and find, since the last Return made to the Board, that the 
Counterscarp has been continued Six hundred Yards in Length, and Four Feet 
in Height; this very important Work will probably be completed by the End 
of March. 

They have likewise, in this Interval of Time, formed Part of the Centers for 
turning Arches to the Artillery Sheds and Barracks ; the Workmen have not 
only been employed on the above Works, but for the Repair of Gateways and 
other Buildings ; also on the Pile Engines, Gun Carriages, Tumbrils, Wood and 
Ironwork for the Buildings. 

The Number of Workmen employed from the 5*** to the 11*** Instant inclu¬ 
sive, in which Space of time intervened Three Holydays, are as follows. 


Bricklayers , . , , . . . . 569 per Day 

Carpenters ........ 502 per Do. 

Cooleys ........ 547 per Do. 

I am, with Respect, 
Gentlemen, 

Calcutta, Your most obedient Servant, 

nth Jany 1768. JOHN CARTIER. 


Fort William, the 18*** January 1768. 

At a Consultation, Present : 

The Honourable Harry Verelst, Esquire, President, 

John Cartier, 

Richard Becher, 

James Alexander, 

Claud Russell, 

William Alders y, 

Charles Floyer, Esquires. 

Mr. Floyer lays before the Board a Letter, acquainting us, that he has 
visited the New Fort, accompanied by the Chief Engineer; and found that the 
Bricklayers, during last Week, had been wholly employed in the Counterscarp; 
but observing in his Tour, that no Foundation had been laid in many Parts of 
the Ditch, he represented the same to the Chief Engineer, and gave it as his 

175 P. D. 





6 


Opinion, that the sooner the whole Foundation was laid, the more secure the 
Work would be against the rainy Season; recommending an Increase to be 
made of Bricklayers, as the Chief Engineer informed him that One thousand 
was necessary to carry on that Work in a proper Manner; and it appears by the 
Beturn of the Workmen, which he now also lays before us, that from the 12“* to 
the 18**' Instant, there were only 400 Bricklayers and 400 Coolies daily attend¬ 
ing : Informing us likewise that the Quantity of Chunam now in Store is only 
4,000 Maunds, and what is daily coming in from the Country does not exceed 
600 Maunds, and that a Thousand Bricklayers, if employed, will consume near 
1,200 Maunds per Diem. 

Ordered, That Mr. Floyer s Letter be entered after the Consultation, and 
that the Secretary send a Copy of this Address to the Committee of Works ; 
acquainting them it is our Desire, that they endeavour to procure as large a 
Quantity of Chunam as they possibly can, and engage the Contraetors for 
furnishing Workmen to supply as many as there are llaterials to employ them 
with, and always to acquaint the Contractors for that Purpose what Quantity of 
Materials are ready. 

To the Honourable Harry Verelst, Esquire, President and Governor, &e.. Council of 

Fort William. 

Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 

I have visited the New Fort, accompanied by the Chief Engineer, and found 
that the Bricklayers, during the Course of last Week, bad been wholly employed 
on the Counterscarp of the Ditch, whudi is advanced Six hundred and Seventy- 
eight Yards in Length, and Four Feet Two inches in Height. Observing in 
my Tour that no Foundation had been yet laid in many Parts of the Ditch, 
W'hich had been dug for that Purpose, I represented the samo to the Chief 
Engineer, and gave it, at the same time, as my Opinion, that the sooner the 
whole Foundation was laid, the more secure would be the Work against the 
rainy Season, which is not quite etfeeted, might then be easily carried on. 
Captain Martin informed me, that ho found great Diitieulty in draining oif the 
Water, which, by reason of the Springs, frequently gained uy)on the Workmen; 
but that whenever a Part was cleared he immediately set Bricklayers to work 
thereon. 

The Drains are all completed, and the interior Buildings, in the same 
Condition they were in the preceding Week; the Bricklayers, as before 
observed, having been all employed at the Counterscarp. I have the Honour to 
lay before you a Return of the Workmen employed at the N ew Fort, from 1?" 
to 18*** Instant; whereby it appears, that on a Medium th<'i’e were only 40i> 
Bricklayers and 600 Cooleys, daily attending during that Period. I am urged 
to recommend that an Increase he made of the former, as the Chief Engineer 
informed me that One thousand were necessary to carry on this Work in a 
proper Manner. 

From him I learn, that the Quantity of Clmnam now in Store is only 4,000 
Maunds, and what is daily coming in from the Country does not exeeed 600, 
I must here remark, that a Thousand Bricklayers employed, will consume near 
1,200 Maunds per Diem. 

One of the new Pile Engines is set at work, another is erecting and Four 
others are now in hand. 


I am, with Respect, 
Honoubablb Sir, and Sirs, 
Fort William, Tour most obedient humble Servant, 

January 1768. CHARLES FLOYER. 
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INSTRUCTIONS from the Court of Directors of the United Company of 
Merchants of England, trading to the East Indies. To Warren Hast¬ 
ings, Esq™, Governor-General, Lieutenant-General John Claver¬ 
ing, the Honourable George Monson, Richard Barwell, Esq*^, and 
Philip Francis, Esq**, Counsellors, constituted and appointed the Gov¬ 
ernor-General and Council of the said United Company's Presidency of 
Fort William in Bengal, by an Act of Parliament, passed in the last 
Session, intituled “ An Act for establishing certain Regulations for the 
better Management of the Affairs of the East India Company, as well 
in India as in Europe." 

The Legislature of this Kingdom having entrusted you with the Civil and 
Military Government of the said Presidency of Fort William, and also with 
the ordering. Management, and Government of all the Territorial Acquisitions 
and Revenues in the Kingdoms of Bengal, Bahar, and Orissa, for the Term, 
and in the manner directed and prescri^d by the said Act, (to which you will 
refer yourselves, with respect to the execution of such powders, and the obser¬ 
vance of such Rules and Directions therein contained as are incumbent on you 
to execute and perform). We, the said Court of Directors, in virtue of the 
power reserved in the said Act, whereby the said Governor-General and 
Council for the time being, are directed and required to pay due obedience 
to all such Orders as they shall receive from the Court of Directors of the said 
United Company, do now proceed to give you such Orders and Instructions, to 
be by you executed and put in force, as appear to Us the most prudent and 
effectual for the good Government and Management of the Company’s Affairs 
in India. 

1. And First, after earnestly recommending to you the most perfect. 
Harmony amongst yourselves, as an object of the highest concern to the pros¬ 
perity of the Company and the due Execution of the great Trust reposed in 
you. We direct, that you fix your Attention to the preservation of Peace 
throughout India, and to the Security of the Possessions and Revenues of the 
Company. 

2. We direct, that you assemble in Council twice in every week, and 

that all the Members be duly summoned; that the Correspondence with the 
princes or Country powers in India, be carried on by the Governor-General 
only; but that all Letters to be sent by him, be first approved in Council, and 
that he lay before the Council, at their next meeting, all Letters received by 
him in the course of such Correspondence for their information : We likewise 
direct, that a copy of such parts of the Country-Corres?pondence, be communi¬ 
cated to our Board of Trade, (to be constituted as hereinafter mentioned) as 
may any ways relate to the business of their Department. i 

3. As it is now become unlawful for the Presidents and Councils of our 
other Settlements to make Peace or War with any Indian Powers, or to con¬ 
clude any Treaties with such Powers, without your Consent or Approbation, 
except in cases of imminent necessity or where they shall have received special 
orders from the Company, We direct, that you attentively view the general 
posture of our Affairs in India, respecting the Country Powers, their Interests, 
and probable connexions with each other, with us, and other European 
Nations; and that you take such measures, as shall, upon the whole, be most, 
conducive to dur general Interest ; and in all your Deliberations and Resolu¬ 
tions, that you make the Safety and Prosperity of Bengal your principal 
Object; and in all Treaties with Indian Powers, or Conventions with 
European Nations, whereby our Commerce can be affected, we direct, that 
before any such Treaties shall be agreed to by you, you take the opinion of 
our Board of Trade thereon in writing. 

4- As the welfare of the Company must in a great measure depend on the 
proper management of their Commercial Affairs in Bengal, and particularly on 
receiving well chosen Investments, in order that those valuable purposes may be 
answered, we have judged it expedient to establish a Board of Trade; and 
thinking it incumbent on us to avail ourselves of the abilities and experience 
of our late Council, We therefore direct, that Samuel Middleton, William 
Aldersey, John Reed, Philip Milner Dacres, Thomas Lane, James Lawrell 
Henry Goodwin, John Graham, William Lambert, George Vansittart and 
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Nicholas Grueber, being our Eleven Senior Civil Servants, be our Board of 
Trade, for managing, conducting and transacting our Trade and Commerce 
in Bengal, Bahar and Orissa; and We hereby empower our said Board -of 
Trade to appoint subordinate Officers and Agents under them, from amongst 
our Covenanted Servants only; and to suspend or remove any such Officers or 
Agents, when they shall find it necessary for our Interest so to do; but in every 
appointment made by our Board of Trade, We direct, that they do not require 
any Person who shall be employed by the Governor-General and Council in 
the Collection or Management of the Revenues, to execute any Office under 
the said Board; it being our intention, that none of our Servants shall hold 
Employments in those different Departments at the same time. 

5. We hereby appoint Samuel Middleton, Esq’^®, President of our Board 
of Trade; and in case of his Death, Resignation or Removal, the Senior 
Member in Rank shall succeed. 

6. That Seven Members of the Board do constantly reside at Calcutta; 
That Four be appointed Chiefs of Subordinates, or Residents at the Aurur^, 
as the Board shall deem necessary; and that the appointmmit to each Chief- 
ship, or Residency, be determined by a separate Ballot of the Members of the 
Board; but that no such Chief, or Resident, be permitted to remain at the 
same Subordinate, or Aurung, for more than three Years successively. 

7. We order and direct our Board of Trade, in case any Member of the 
.'•aid Board, being resident at Calcutta, or at the Aurungs, or Chief of a 
Subordinate Factory, be at any time charged with Negligence in the Execu- 
ti(m of the Trust reposed in him, or Disobedience of Orders, that they summon 
}]im to the Board, and that he be made acquainted in writing with all Accu¬ 
sations preferred against him; that he have a reasonable time to make his 
Defence; and that if the Charge be proved to their satisfaction, they suspend 
him from the Company’s Service; and if he shall be charged with any offence, 
cognizable by the Supreme Court of Judicature, that they cause him forth¬ 
with to be prosecuted for the same. 

8. That in case of the Death or Removal of any Member of the Board of 
I’rade, the next Senior Servant upon the Civil Establishment, do immediately 
succeed to a Seat at that Board, until our pleasure be known. 

9. That in case of the Death or Removal of a Chief of a Subordinate Fac¬ 
tory, or Resident at any Aurung, a Successor be chosen by Ballot, by the 
Members of our Board of Trade then Resident at Calcutta; and in every 
case where the number of Votes shall be found equal, that the same be finally 
determined by drawing Lots. 

10. That all orders to the Aurungs, or to subordinate Factories, be signed 
by at least Four Members of the Board of Trade, residing at Calcutta. 

11. It is our order. That our Board of Trade assemble twice in every 
Week; That Five Members, and not a less Number, do constitute a Board; 
That they regularly enter all their Proceedings upon Consultation, and all 
Dissents, if such shall at any time be made by any Member of the said Board, 
together with all Letters received and sent in their Department; That copies 
thereof, signed by the Members of the Board, be from time to time delivered 
to you, and by you transmitted to us, and Duplicates by the next Conveyance, 
as hath been usually practised by our President and Council, respecting their 
Comsultations and Proceedings; And that if the Board of Trade sh^l at any 
time have particular Information or Remarks, which they sball think neces¬ 
sary to communicate to Us, the same be transmitted by you; And we further 
direct, that you transmit at the same time your Sentiments at large upon 
tlie Subject. 

12. That in case of Sickness of the President, or of his being unavoidably 
[irevented from attending at any meeting of the Board of Trade, the Senior 
klember, who may then be present, do take the Chair; and that the Board do 
thereupon proceed to the Dispatch of Business. 

13. That there be paid to the President of our Board of Trade g^,000 
Sterling, per Annum; and to each of the other Members of the said TSoard 
.£1.500 per Annum, by quarterly Payments; which Sums are to he in lieu of 
Commission upon the Revenues, and in full for Salary, Diet Money, and every 
Emolument, except such Advantages as may arise frmn carrying on a lega l 
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Trade, and the usual Commission to the President on Coral and Diamonds, 
which we direct to be given to him. 

14. We hereby direct. That you issue from time to time to our Board of 
Trade, such Sums of Money as they shall require, in order to make the usual 
Advances to the Aurungs, and for all necessary Payments respecting the Com¬ 
pany’s Investment, or other Disbursements in their Department. 

15. We direct. That in the Collection and Management of the Revenues, 
you continue such of our Servants, as are, or have been employed with repur- 
tation in that Department ; and that you leave under the direction of our 
Board of Trade, those of our Servants whom they may report to you as skilled 
in the provision of the Company’s Investment. 

16. When you take into Consideration the Salaries to be allowed to the 
Officers employed in the Revenue Department, We recommend the strictest 
Eco-nomy, and direct, that no greater Salaries be established, than the import¬ 
ance of their several Stations may render necessary; which Salaries, are to be 
deemed provisional only, until they shall have received our Approbation. 

17. It is our Intention to consign all our Bengal Ships directly to you; but 
we shall make separate Invoices of such Parts of their Cargoes as may be 
intended for Sale, and consign the same to our Board of Trade, who are 
hereby directed to apply the produce thereof towards the Provision of our 
Investment. Our Orders for Investments will be transmitted through your 
hands to our Board of Trade; and if at any time We should require an Invest¬ 
ment larger than your Finances may enable them to furnish, you are to 
signify to the said Board of Trade, what diminution you may deem necessary, 
and direct them to limit their Purchases accordingly; but in all transaction.s 
of this nature, we shall hold you responsible for any deviation from Our 
Orders. 

18. We empower and direct 3 ’ou to enquire from time to time, into tlie 
Books, Correspondence, Accounts, and Proceedings of our Board of 'Irade, in 
order that you may be fully informed of the measures taken, and provisions 
made for lading our Ships with proper Cargoes for Europe, and for compleat- 
ing such Cargoes in due time; and that you communicate to us such Obser¬ 
vations as may occur to you thereon, and particularly if you should observe 
any misconduct in their Department, that you inform us thereof by the earliest 
op{x)rtunity. 

19. If any Member of our Board of Trade shall appear to you guilty of 
embezzlement of the Company’s Money, or of Oppression, or of any other 
breach of the Trust reposed in him by Us, We direct, that you forthwith 
cause him to be prosecuted for the same in the Supreme Court of Judicatuie, 
to be established under the said Act of Parliament. 

20. If any of the Company’s Servants, Civil or Military (except the Mem¬ 
bers of our Board of Trade, whom we do not make liable to your Suspension) 
shall at any time be suspended by you from the execution of his Office, or any 
vacancy shall happen by Resignation, or Death, it is our Order and Direction, 
that the Person next in Rank, Office, or Rotation, be appointed to supply such 
vacancy in our Civil or Military Service, until our Pleasure shall be known. 
We also further direct, that before the removal of any Company’s Servant 
from any office, the Party be made acquainted, in writing, with the accusa¬ 
tion preferred against him; that he be summoned to make his defence, having 
a reasonable time allowed him for that purpose; and that you proceed on all 
such occasions with the greatest tenderness and circumspection; and .We 
further direct, that all such charges made before you, against any of our 
Servants, in Your Department, with all proceedings thereon, be regularly 
entered upon your Consultations, and with them transmitted to us. 

21 . As it hath frequently happened, in our intercourse with the native 
Manufacturers of Bengal, that by.reason of advances made to them at the 
beginning, they have been largely indebted to us at the close of the Season, it is 
oui* express direction, that you afford effectual Assistance to our Board of 
Trade, for obtaining full Payment of all outstanding debts, due from the 
Natiyes of Bengal to the Company, upon application made by our Board of 
Trade to you for that purpose. 

And as the Agents.of Foreign Companies, Free Merchants, and others, 
may greatly eribarrass our Board of Trade in the Provision of ojir Investments, 
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by obtaining from the Company’s Manufacturers the Goods manufactured by 
means of our Advances; we direct, that you forthwith form such Regulations, 
as shall effectually guard our property against attempts of this nature. 

23. We direct, that so soon as possible after the arrival of these our 
Orders and Instructions at Fort William, you summon Samuel Middleton, 
William Aldersey, John Reed, Philip Milner Dacres, Thomas Lane, James 
Lawrell, Henry Goodwin, John Graham, William Lambert, George 
Vansittart, and Nicholas Grueber, being our Eleven Senior Civil Servants, 
to assemble within Thirty days at Calcutta; and that you deliver to them an 
authenticated Copy of these our Instructions; and it is our Order, that our 
said Servants immediately upon receipt of such Copy, do forthwith proceed 
to carry into Execution, such parts as any ways relate to the Establishment 
or Conduct of a Board of Trade in Bengal. 

24. Having thus communicated to you our Ideas on the subject of the 

Company’s Investments, under the direction of a Board of Trade, we most 
earnestly recommend, that you cordially unite with our Servants in that 
Department, and that you afford them every Assistance in your Power, in 
order to enable them to answer the essential Purposes intended by their 
Apjmintment. ‘ 

25. As we have never permitted our Governor and Council, or our Select 
Committee in Bengal, to admit Europeans into our Service, unless by the 
Appointment of the Court of Directors; nor to license Free Merchants, Free 
Mariners, or others to reside in India; we expressly direct, that you do not, on 
any account, or under any pretence whatsoever, suffer any European to hold 
any Post, or to exercise any Office in our Service, Civil or Military, who shall 
not have been appointed, or admitted into the Company’s Service, by the 
express Authority of the Court of Directors. 

26. You will observe, that by the before-mentioned Act, you are required 
to correspond with the Court of Directors from time to time, constantly and 
diligently to transmit to them exact particulars of all Advices or Intelligence, 
and of all Transactions and Matters that shall come to your knowledge, rela¬ 
ting to the Government, Commerce, Revenues, or Interest of the Company; 
and that the Court of Directors are required, within Fourteen Days after tbe 
Receipt of any such Letters or Advices, to deliver in to the Lords of the 
Treasury, a Copy of such Parts of the said Letters or Advices, as shall any 
way relate to the Management of the Company’s Revenues; and in like manner, 
to deliver in to cne of His Majesty’s Principal Secretaries of State, a Copy 
of all such Parts of the said Letters and Advices, as shall any way relate 
to their Civil and Military Affairs and Government: In order, therefore, 
to enable us to comply with the Directions of the said Act, We hereby order and 
direct, that you transmit to us, by every Ship, an exact Copy, and a Duplicate 
by the next Conveyance, of all such parts of your I.etters and Advices, as are 
by this Law directed to be delivered to the Ix)rds of the Treasury, and to His 
Majesty’s Secretary of State respectively; and that every Copy and Dupli¬ 
cate be authenticated under the Hands of the Governor-General and Council. 

27. In your Correspondence with the Court of Directors, it is our Order, 
That the most regular and precise Intelligence be from time to time communi¬ 
cated, respecting the Commerce, the number of Forces, and the general 
Strength of all foreign Companies in India; and such Intelligence must, so 
far as it is practicable, be continued by every British Ship which sail 
for Europe. 

28. Our Military Expenses at Bengal having increased to a degree which 
is become insupportable to us. We in an especial manner enjoin you to make 
strict enquiry into the Causes of such increase, and particularly into the 
number of Lascars, Draught Bullocks, and Boats kept for the use of the 
Army ; into Contracts for supplying the Troops with Provisions, and into all 
Contingent charges; and we direct, that you forthwith retrench every superflu¬ 
ous Charge, and reduce every incidental Expense to the lowest Sum possiWe. 

29. Having found it necessa^ to limit expressly the Charges of erecting, 
repairing, or compleating Fortincations, Barracks, and ^ other Publick 
Buildings in Bengal and its Dependencies, to the annual Sum of One Hundred 
Thousand Pounds Sterling, and having given Orders to our Governor and 
Council to that Purpose; we hereby confirm our said Orders, and direct, that 
you, on no account or pretence whatever, permit more than the said Sum to be 



5 


a&nually expended on Uie above-mentioned Services; and that the keeping 
of our Fortifications and Public Works in a defensible state and condition, 
be first considered in the Expenditure thereof, until the further reduction 
can take place; and that a very exact and particular Account of such Expen¬ 
diture be transmitted to us by every opportunity, with your Sentiments and 
Observations minutely on the State of the said Works and Fortifications. 

30. As in pursuance of the Act of Parliament, a Supreme Court of Judi¬ 
cature, consisting of a Chief Justice and Three other Judges, is intended 
to be erected at Fort William in Bengal, to exercise and perform all Civil, 
Criminal, Admiralty, and Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction at the said Presidency; 
we direct, that uppn the Establishment of such Court, you give all necessary 
Assistance to the Judges; that you provide a Court-House and proper Offices 
for such Clerks and Ministerial Officers as shall be appointed by them; and 
when the Fees to be payable to the Officers of the Supreme Court are fixed, 
we direct, that you cause Tables thereof to be hung up in the most publick 
Places, in the different Languages of the Country, that no person take more 
than such Fees, upon pain of being dismissed; and you will take into con¬ 
sideration the amount of those Fees, in approving the Salaries of the respec^ 
tive Officers; and you are to transmit to us, so soon as possible, a particular 
account of such Salaries and Fees. 

31. We direct, that you duly pay to the Governor-Generjil, to each of the 
Council, to the Chief Justice and to each of the Judges, the several Salaries 
established by the said Act; ohserving at the same time, that those ample 
Salaries given to them by Parliament, are to be in lieu of all Fees of Office, 
Perquisites, Emoluments, or Advantages whatsoever, and therefore that we 
are not to be at any further Expense on their Account; and as the Officers of 
the Court are to be allowed such Salaries as shall be approved by the Governor- 
General and Council, we recommend the strictest frugality in that respect; 
and direct, that no greater Allowances be made to any of them, than their 
respective Stations shall require. 

32. But in consideration of our respect for Warren Hastings, Esquire, 
we direct, that he continue to enjoy our principal House, together with the 
Plate and Furniture both in Town and Country, Rent-free; and that our Presi? 
dent of the Board of Trade shall, in like manner, have his choice of the next 
best House belonging to the Company, without the Payment of any Rent. 

33. As the reduction of our Debt on Bond, or Interest Notes in Bengal, is 
of the utmost consequence to our prosperity; we recommend it to you, to pay 
every attention to this Object, consistent with the safety and protection of our 
Possessions, and with the requisitions that shall be made to you for our Invest¬ 
ments. 

34. The Lands and Farms of the Provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Ovissa, 
having_been already let by our Governor and Council, and chiefly upon Lease 
for a Term of Years, we have approved of the Conduct of our said Governor 
and Council in letting them; and in case it should happen, that any Lands or 
Farms fall to the Company, before the expiration of the time for which they 
have been let, our order is, that you advertise for Proposals, and proceed in the 
same manner, to relet such Lands and Farms, as hath heretofore been done, 
to the highest Bidders, who may be able to give good security for the per¬ 
formance of their engagements. And it is our Order and Direction, that no 
forbearance of Rent be permitted when due, nor any diminution or abate¬ 
ment of Revenue made, until, upon full representation to you, of all circum¬ 
stances which may entitle any Farmer to indulgence, the Collectors of Revenue 
s hall have obtained your License for temporary forbearance, or for the abso¬ 
lute remission of any part of our Rents or Revenues; and we also direct, that 
such License do specify the reason for every indulgence or remission, the 
name of the person to whom made, the gross Amount of the Farm rented, 
and the specifick Sum or Sums received for, or in lieu of the whole; and it 
is our further pleasure, that a regular Account be kept of all Sums finally 
remitted to Renters, and that you transmit such Account to us annually, 
under the head of Abatements to Farmers; Accompanied with the general 
Rent-Roll of the Provinces, for the Year in which such abatements may be 
made. 

35. We direct, that you immediately cause the strictest enquiry to be 
made into all Oppressions which may have he^ committed either against the 
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Nntive9 or Europeans, and into all Abuses that may have prevail^ M 
Collection of the Revenues, or any part of the Civil Government oi the Jrresi- 
dency; and that you communicate to Us all Information which you may 
be able to obtain relative thereto, or to any Dissipation or Embezzlement 
of the Company’s Money : And that you so soon as possible form such Ref¬ 
lations, as shall seem most effectual for the Remedy therwf, and for regulating 
the Police of the Country; paying the greatest Attention therein to the Pro¬ 
tection and welfare of the Natives, and to His Majesty’s European Subjects, as 
well as to the Interest of the Company. 


36. As all the Company’s business which can conveniently be performed 
by Contract, is so performed in Bengal; we have only to direct, that all Con¬ 
tracts, with the Conditions, be puWickly advertised, and sealed Proposals 
revived for the same; that every Proposal be opened in Council, and the 
preference given to the lowest, provided sufficient Security shall be offered 
W Performance; and that all such proposals, with all Proceedings thereon, 
be entered In a Book, to be kept apart for that purpose, and regularly trans¬ 
mitted to us. 


37. In transacting the Business of your Department, it is our Order, that 

you enter, with the utmost perspecuity and exactness, upon Consultations, or 
Minutes of Council, all your Proceedings whatsoever, and all Dissents, if such 
should at any time be made by any Member of your Board; together with all 
Letters received and sent in the course of your Correspondence; and that 
l^roken Sets of all such Proceedings, to the latest period possible, be transmit¬ 
ted to us by every Ship; a complete Set at the End of every Year; and a 
Duplicate by the next Conveyance. ‘ 

38 . We direct, that all Monies which may arise from our Revenues, or be 
received by you on our Account, be secured under three Locks as usual; that 
the Keys be kept by the Governor-General, and such other Members of Council 
as you shall appoint, who shall be a Committee of Treasury; that exact Par¬ 
ticulars of all Monies paid into our Treasury, be first regularly entered on 
your Consultations; specifying from whom received, and on what Account; 
and that all issues of Money from our said Treasury be made by Warrant 
under your hands, directed to the Committee of Treasury, and not otherwise. 

That all applications for Money be made to you in writing; and that all 
Pay-Masters and other Persons who may apply for Money in Advance, do at 
the same time specify whether they have any of the Company’s Money in 
Hand, and to what Amount; and also the particular Services "to which" the 
Money applied for is intended to be appropriated; and it is our express order, 
that no Advance be made from the Treasury upon any Application which shall 
be deficient in any of the Circumstances above-mentioned. And we direct, 
that the Committee of Treasury prepare exact Accounts monthly, of all Monies 
received and issued by that Board : That the Monies in the Treasury be viewed 
monthly by those Members of the Council who may not be of the Committee 
of Treasury ; and that they compare the Cash in the Treasury with the 
Balance of the said Committee’s Accounts, and report their Proceedings to 
the Council at large; and we also direct, that the said Accounts, and Copies 
of ad Receipts and Warrants, be transmitted to us by every Opportunity for 
our Information. 


39. It is also our express Direction, that you not only strictly attend to 
the Standing Orders of the Company, communicated to tWr Presidency of 
Fort William, but to all such Orders and Instructions as the Court of Directors 
have transmitted to the Governor and Council, or Select Committee of the 
said Presidency; and in an especial manner to those which any ways relate to 
forming proper Statements of cur Revenues, and to the keeping oJ our Trea¬ 
sury Accounts ; and if any of our Orders remain unexecuted; you are to take 
c are that the same be carried into Execution, in every Instance, wherein they 
have not been annulled by the before-mentioned Act of Parliament, or super¬ 
seded by qur present Orders and Instructions. 

40. Haying taken into our most serious consideration the disputes which 
have arisen in India, on account of the powers claimed by oiir Ghvqrnqr and 
Military Commander-in-Chief, under their respective Commissions, and the 
great injury occasioned to the Service thereby; We have thought proper, in 
order to prevent the like inconveniences in future, to grant a Comxnisaion to 
dW Governor General, constituting him Governor and Coinmander-inrChiof of- 
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our Fortress and Garrison of Fort William and Town of Calcutta; and we hC9« 
also given a Commission to Lieutenant General John Clavering, constituting 
him Commander-in-Chief of all our Forces in India; and it is our pleasure 
that the particular powers vested in our said Governor-General, and Military 
Commander-in-Chief respectively, under the authority of the Commissioos 
granted them by the Company, shall be exercised in tne manner, and to the 
extent hereinafter mentioned, and not otherwise. 

41. It is our Order, and we hereby direct, that all Military Honors which 
have heretofore been paid to any of our Presidents and Governors of Fort 
William, excepting such as are reserved to His Majesty only, be continued to 
the Governor General. That the Governor General’s Guard shall attend him 
whenever he shall find it necessary to be absent from Fort William, and con¬ 
tinue entirely under his Command during such absence from the Presidency. 

42. That all orders within the Garrison of Fort William and Town of 
Calcutta, except such as relate to regimental Detail, and to Military Discipline, 
or to the Defence of the Fort, be given in the Name of the Governor General 
who shall keep the Keys of the Fort, and give the parole; but orders respect¬ 
ing regimental Detail, and discipline of the Army in General, including the 
Garrison of Fort William and Troops stationed in the Town of Calcutta, 
shall be given in the Name of the Military Commander-in-Chief, or in his 
absence, in the Name of the superior Military Officer doing duty at Fort 
William for the time being, who shall communicate all such Orders to the 
Governor General by his Aid-du-Camp, or other proper Officer, for his appro¬ 
bation, before they be issued to the Troops in the said Garrison, or in the 
Town of Calcutta. 

43. That in Case Fort William, or the Town of Calcutta shall at any 
Time be attacked or invested by an Enemy, the Keys shall be delivered tn 
the Military Commander-in-Chief, and the separate Military Authority of 
our Governor General shall be entirely suspended and cease until such Enemy 
shall be repelled, and no longer; and if the Governor General and Military 
(jommander-in-Chief shall in either of the before-mentioned Cases, differ iu 
opinion respecting the exact Time when the exercise of the Governor-General’s 
jjower should be suspended or resumed, the Governor-General and Councii 
shall finally decide thereupon. 

44. That during such Suspension of the Governor General’s separate 
Authority, the executive Military power shall devolve upon, and be wholly 
vested in the Military Commander-in-Chief, or in his Absence in the Superior 
Military Officer in Garrison, but subject at all Times to the orders of the 
Governor General and Council. 

46. That temporary leave of Absence, in Time of peace, be granted by the 
Governor General to Officers doing duty in the Garrison of Fort William, or 
Town of Calcutta, and to all other Officers by the Military Commander-in- 
Chief of the Company’s Forces in Bengal, Bahar and Orissa, but such leave 
of Absence shall in no case extend beyond the limits of the said Provinces. 

46. That leave to resign the Company’s Service, or for Officers to repair 
to any other Settlement in India, or to England for recovery of Health, be 
granted by the Governor General and Council only. 

47. That the Town or Fort Major be nominated by the Governor General 
only; and that the Commander-in-Chief shall recommend to the Governor 
General and Council, all Officers for the Staff, and those who shall be appoint¬ 
ed to fill ^1 Vacancies in the Sepoy Corps; and the Governor General and 
Council are hereby directed to pay a proper regard to the recommendatipa 
of the Commander-in-Chief. 

48. It is our express order, that no Commission to any Fidd Officer 
be granted by you, but in case of vacancy, the Officer next in Rank shall 
supply the same provisionally until our pleasure be known, and we direct, 
that all Commissions below the Rank of Field Officers, be filled up, and hence¬ 
forth signed by the Governor General and Council in Bengal, and by our 
Presidents and Councils at every other Settlement. 

49. That every R^lution of the Governor General and Council, respect¬ 
ing the promotion or dismission of Military Officers, be oommunicated to the 
GQmmsJwier-in-Cbief in writing, and issued in general Orders by the Goyemor 
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GeneraJ id the GarrisoD of Fort Wiiiiara^ and Town of Calcut^, and to the 
rest of the Army, 6y the Military Oommander-in-Chief for the Time being. 

^ 50. That all plans or Regulations formed the Militaiy 

Chief, in time of peace respecting the Disposition, Cantonment, , ‘ 

tion of the Company’s Troops in the Provinces of Bengal, Behar and Ori^a, be 
approved by the Governor General and Council, before they be earned into 
execution. 

51. That if the Governor General and Council shall at any time think 
proper to issue orders under their Hands, or by their Secretary, to any Officer 
in the Army, and thereby to suspend or supersede the specifick Commands of 
the Governor General or Military Commander-in-Chief, such Orders shall 
be implicitly obeyed. 

52. That the Keys of all the Subordinate Factories belonging to Fort 
William in Bengal, shall be kept by such persons as the Governor General and 
Council shall appoint; but in all Barracks or Cantonments the Keys shall be 
kept by the Commanding Officer of the Troops. 

53. That in Case of the Attack of any Subordinate Factory in Bengal, 
Bahar, or Orissa the Keys shall be deliver^ to the Commander-in-Chief, or 
in his Absence to the Superior Military Officer present at such Factory, the 
mode of defence left entirely to his Judgement, and the whole executive Mili¬ 
tary power, vested in him till the Enemy shall be repelled, subject, however, 
at all Times, to the Control of the Governor General and Council, or of the 
Military Commander-in-Chief. 

54. That the Commander-in-Chief or Superior Military Officer in ever} 
district, be expressly ordered by the Gk)vernor General and Coiincil, to comply 
with such Requisitions as shall be made by the Company’s Chief Civil Ser¬ 
vants for Troops, in all Cases where Military Assistance may be necessary, 
and in every such Requisition, the Chief Civil Servant shall explain to the 
Military Officer, in writing, so far as may be practicable, the nature of the 
Service to be performed, but the mode of carrying it into execution, and the 
Number of Troops and Quantity of Stores requisite for that purpose, shall 
be determined by the Chief and Council in all Subordinates where there shall 
be a Chief and Council; and in all Subordinates where there shall not be 
an establishment of a Chief and Council, the same shall be left to the Judg¬ 
ment of the Military Officer, in whom the executive Military power is vested. 

55. That Monthly returns of all the Company’s Troops in Bengal, Bahar, 
and Orissa, be regularly made and immediate advice of all Military Occur¬ 
rences transmitted to the Governor General and Council, and to the Military 
Commander-in-Chief respectively, by all inferior Commandants of those pro¬ 
vinces; and that the Commander-in-Chief deliver or transmit Returns, signed 
by himself, of all the Forces under the Presidency of Bengal, to the Governor 
General and Council; and whenever he shall be employed on Service at any 
other presidency, he shall deliver Returns of the Troops of that respective 
presidency to the President and Council under whom he shall then serve. 

56. That the Military Commander-in-Chief do not leave Bengal without 
the permission of the Governor General and Council, first signified to him in 
writing for that purpose; and that he be subject to their recall whenever they 
shall think proper. 

57. That whenever the Commander-in-Chief of our Troops in India shall 
be absent from Bengal, and on Service at any other of our Presidencies, he 
shall have a Seat as Second of Council at every such Presidency, but a V^ote 
only when Military or Political Affairs shall be under Consideration. 

58. That Copies of all Returns made to Governors of our respective 
Settlements, attested by the Superior Military Officer, shall be regularly trans¬ 
mitted by the said Military Officer to our Commander-in-Chief in India, as 
well during his Residence in the province of Bengal, as at any other Presi¬ 
dency. 

59. We have determined that Commissions similar to that of the Gov¬ 
ernor General of Bengal shall be granted to the Governors of Fort St. George, 
Bombay, and Fort Marlbro’, constituting them- Governors and Commanders- 
in-Chief of the Castles, Forts, and Towns respectively, where they have 
their usual Residence; and that the powers vested in the said Governors 
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by such Commissions, shall be exercised in like manner, and to the same 
extent, relative to our Military Commander-in-Chief of eacb respective 
Settlement, as hath been directed to be exercised by the Governor General of 
Port William in Bengal, and not otherwise; and that whenever the Com¬ 
mander-in-Chief of our Troops in India shall be at Fort St. George, Bombay, 
or Fort Marlborough, or at any of their subordinate Factories, he shall be 
subject to the Control of the Governor and Council of any of those Presi¬ 
dencies respectively, in all Cases wherein we have thought proper to subject 
him to the Reflation and Control of the Governor General and Council of 
Fort William in Bengal. 

60. We hereby direct, that the Commander-in-Chief of the Company 
Forces in India be permitted, when in Bengal, to enjoy the House in Calcutta, 
usually assigned to, and occupied by the superior Military Officer of our 
Troops in that Province; and that when our Commander-in-Chief shall be 
sent upon the Company’s Service to any of our other Presidencies, an House, 
suitable to his Rank, be likewise assigned for his Use, during his Residence 
at such Presidency; and that there be paid to him the Sum of Six Thousand 
pounds Sterling p*" Annum, in full for his services as Commander-in-Chief, 
and in lieu of travelling Charges, and of all other advantages and Emolu¬ 
ments whatever, except his Salary of Ten Thousand pounds p*" Annum 
established by Law, and ordered to be paid him as one of the Council at Fort 
William in Bengal. 

61. It is our order, that a Copy of the Company’s Commission to Warren 
Hastings, Esq'"®, and to Lieutenant-General John Clavering, and of these In¬ 
structions, be forthwith given in general Orders at Fort William, and that 
they be publickly read, once in every Year at least, at the Head of all Bodie.s 
and Detachments of Troops serving under your Command at Fort William 
and its subordinate Factories and Dependencies. 


London, 

£9th March 177A- 


! 


We are, 

Your affectionate friends, 

(Sd.), ED Wo WHELER. 

,, JOHN HARRISON. 

,, J. W. WOODHOUSE. 

,, SAMUEL PEACH. 

„ FRED* PIGON. 

„ DANIEL WIER. 

,, W“ JAMES. 

,, T. B. ROUS. 

„ GEORGE CUMING. 

„ JOSEPH SPARKES. 

„ P. N. LASCELLES. 

„ CHA* BODDEM. 

„ JNo MICHIE. 

„ CHAb chambers, Junr. 

„ JOHN SMITH. 

GEORGE TATEM. 
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Proceedings of the Secret Select Committee, from 3rd to 19th Febmary 

1785. 


Secret Dept., Fort William, the 3rd February 1785. 
Thursday. At a Council, present: 

The Hon’ble John Macpherson, Esq., 

AND 

John Stables, Esq. 

Read and approved the Froceediogs of the 28th ultimo. 


The Hon’ble Warren Hastings, Esq., Governor-General, having on the 1st 
of this month taken leave of the Board in Council and having quitted his oflBce 
and proceeded on his return to England, and the powers of this Government as 
constituted by Parliament existing leplly but in the Governor-General and 
Council and no Act of Government being valid but as it is exercised under 
that legal and collective authority, Mr. Macpherson, according to the provisions 
of the Acts of the 13th and 21st of His present Majesty, succeeds to the office 
of Governor-General and takes his seat at the Board accordingly. 

Resolved, out of respect to Mr. Hastings, that the ceremonial of Mr. 
Macpherson’s succession to the office of Governor-General do not take place 
until official advice shall have been received that the Berrington Indiaman, in 
which Mr. Hastings has taken his passage for England, shall have actually 
proceeded on her voyage. 

Mr. 3Iacpherson lays before the Board the following translation of letters 
which Mr. Hastings has written to the several States of India, announcing 
to them his resolution of quitting his Government on the 20th of Rubbi-ul- 
Awal, or 31st of January, and Mr. Macpherson’s consequent succession to the 
office of Governor-General. They are addressed to— 

His Majesty Khan Shaw AUum. 

The Peshwa. 

Nana Phernowees. 

Mahajee Sindia and Bhow Buksey. 

The Nabob Vizier. 

The Nabobs Hussen Reza Khan and Hyder Beg Khan. 

Almass Ali Khan. 

The Nabob Nizam Ali Cawn. 

The Nabob Wallajah. 

To the Kixo. 

From the Hon’ble GovESXOa-GENZKAL. 

Usual Preamble. 

At this time, owing to the disagreement of the climate of this country, 
illness has attacked my constitution, on which account and for some affairs, the 
regulation of which depends on the King of England and his Ministers, 1 have 
resolved on going to Europe, and the 20th of Rubbi-ul-Awal is fixed for my 
departure. Mr. Macpherson, the second in rank in this Government, who has a 
perfect friendship with me, and is endued with ability, knowledge of affairs, 
and every chosen quality, will be my successor and will, by every means in 
loyalty and obedience to Your Majesty, remain firm with heart and life and 
esteem the performance of duty to Your Majesty as his own honor. Accordingly, 
the degrees of his loyalty and obedience will become known to the sacred 
mind, from his address, which will pass the royal perusal. 1 hope from the 
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royal graciousness and favour that the bounties and kindness of the sublime 
presence, in the same manner as shown to this servant, will appear towards him 
as from his full loyalty and attachment to Your Majesty. He will esteem them 
as the height of honour. Let it he certain to the hearts flowing with bene¬ 
volence of the slaves of the glorious presence that this servant, who is returning 
to Europe, will not he an instant unmindful of his daily prayers for the increase 
of the royal prosperity and the exaltation of the Imperial glory and dignity, or 
forgetful of the bounties and favour he has experienced from Your Majesty. 
I hope, from the royal graciousness and princely bounty, that, being regarded 
as among the band of faithful servants, I shall be remembered by the sacred 
mind of Your Majesty. 


To the Peshwa. , 

At this time from the inclemency of the climate of this country, I am 
somewhat indisposed, for .which reason and other necessary affairs my departure 
for Europe is resolved upon for the 20th of Rubbi-ul-Awal. Praised be God, that 
the treaty and compact of friendship and agreement between your Government 
and that of the Company have received connection and confirmation, and will 
continue to strengthen daily. Mr. Macpherson, who holds the second rank in 
this Government and is so connected in friendship with me that it may be 
said we are one and the same, and who, by the divine blessing is endued with all 
great qualities and virtues, will be my successor and will always remain devoted 
to the preservation of your friendship out of respects to the interests and 
sincere regard, which by the divine blessing have been established between both 
States. Moved by your gracious disposition you will shew Mr. Macpherson the 
same kindness and friendly communication you have observed towards myself, 
and I hope will gladden me constantly in Europe with accounts of your health, 
and it will give much satisfaction to my mind, the seat of friendship. 

The 20th January 1785. 


To Nana Fhernowees. 

At this time from the inclemency of the climate of this country, I am 
somewhat indisposed, for which reason and on necessary accounts I have re¬ 
solved on returning to Europe, and accordingly the 20th of Eubbi-ul-Awal is 
fixed for my departure. Mr. Macpherson, who holds the second rank to myself 
in this Government and is remarkable for his wisdom and ability and regard 
to friendship, will be my successor and intent on the confirmation of those 
connections of friendship, regard, and union which by mutual treaty and com- 
p^t have received a happy conclusion between the Company and the Peshwa, 
will in the same manner as myself be devoted to perfect friendship. He has 
written a letter to the Peshwa, from the contents of which the degrees of his 
regard will become known to your friendly mind. It is becoming to our friend¬ 
ship and unanimity that being attentive to the preservation of the basis of 
the agreement and regard of Wh States which will be of great advantage, and 
for the repose of mankind you should keep up with Mr. Macpherson the 
friendly correspondence you have observed towards myself. You will rejoice 
me constantly by accounts of your health. ^ 

The 15th January 1785. 


To the Nabob Vizier. 

I have already disclosed my intentions to you of departing for Europe 
and I now again inform you that my going is fixed for the 19th of Rubbi-ul- 
Awal. You may remember that when at Lucknow I told you that however 
necessary my return to Europe might be, I would not go till I had obtained 
frorn the Board assurances of the permanency and establishment of the plan for 
affairs at Lucknow concluded between Your Highness and myself. Accordingly, 
agreeable to my promise, I have declared my sentiments to the Board, and have 
obtained from them in every way their acceptance and consent to the satisfaction 
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of my 0^ mind, which Mr. Macpherson will inform you of himself, and he 
will with my office take upon himself the direction of affairs agreeable to 
my plan, an to all my friends, particularly Your Highness, will shew such 
kindness, regard, and friendship that it will be said that I mvself shall remain, 
ihe pain which I feel at separation from you gracious brothers is not such 
as to be expressed in words, therefore on this subject you must esteem a few 
lines as a large volume; you will firmly assure yourself that to my latest breath 
I shall remain impressed with the brotherly affection of Your Highness, and 
will with heart and life he ardently busy for the prosperity of your affairs in 
JSurope, and I hope that you will continue to gladden me by your favouriu® 
letters and commands. ” 

The 15th January 1785. 


To the Nabobs Hbssbn Rbza and Htdbr Beg. 

I have already dispatched accounts of my intention to return to Europe 
to the Nabob Vizier ul Mamalik and yourself, and I now again inform you 
that I shall depart on the 19th of Rubbi-ul-Awal. You may remember that when 
at Lucknow I said that however necessary my going to Europe might be, I could 
not depart till I should obtain from the gentlemen of the Council assurances 
of the permanency and establishment of the plan of affairs settled between the 
Nabob and myself. I have accordingly, agreeable to my promise, made known 
my sentiments to the gentlemen of the Council, and have been perfectly satis* 
fied of their assent and acquisition in every point. Mr. Macphei’son will himself 
make this known to the Nabob Vizier and yourself. He will with my office 
take upon himself the direction of affairs after my plans and will shew such 
marks of kindness and regard to my friends, particularly the Nabob Vizier and 
yourself, that it may be said I myself shall remain. The pain my heart experi¬ 
ences from separation from the Nabob Vizier and yourself is not such as to 
he expressed in words; therefore, on this point you will regard a few lines as a 
large volume, and depend that while I live I shall remain impressed with your 
kindness and regard. I hope you will constantly rejoice me with favourable 
letters. Other particulars will be made known to you from Major Palmer. 

The 20th January 1785. 


Prom the Hon’ble Goveenok-Genkeal. 

To Mahajee Sindia. 

I have already informed you of my intention to resign my office and return to 
Europe, and now I notify again to you that the 1st of February is fixed for my 
departure, and on that day the gracious judger of worth, Mr. John Macpherson, 
will take to his charge my office and the Chiefship of all the English affairs in 
Hindustan. The causes of my departure are many, and I have already related 
most of them in conversation to Bhow Bukshi, your confidential Agent, and, as 
he possesses in a high degree strength of memory and comprehension, without 
doubt he will relate to you in a full manner what passed in our communication. 
It is now near thirteen years that the chief direction of the English affairs in 
this country has been vested in my power, and at the time of my obtaining 
the Government I found all the English Presidencies in interests, views, and 
power, without a dependance one upon another, and each Government after its 
own mode and without dependance on another had treaties and connections of 
friendship with some Chiefs of Hindustan. Seeing this and reflecting on the 
varying consequences, I have from the first day of my Government used my 
endeavours with the Company, that all the Presidencies should l)e upon one 
plan, so that all the connections and measures of the Company should be 
dependant on this Government of Bengal, which is the most important of all. 
Accordingly, I have in some measures obtained my wish on this mighty point, 
and have a firm hope that I shall attain the establishment of this plan agree¬ 
able to my desire, that for the confirmation of the foundations of alliance and 
union I should obtain the acceptance and agreement of the Company and of the 
Ministers of my Sovereign. You are the friend of the Company by two con¬ 
nections—1st, from the treaty between the Company and yourself, and, secondly, 
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from that with the Peshwa and all the Mahratta Chiefs of which you are the 
guarantee; and I have in all my letters to Europe represented that you are the 
framer and preserver of the said treaty, because our interest and views are 
tlie same and your name is celebrated for sincerity and observance of engage¬ 
ments. I wish therefore that engagements of friendship and union should 
depend particularly on the Company, and in this wish Mr. Macpherson is my 
partner, and in my regard and esteem for you is with me as one and the same. 
I hope that in the same manner you have maintained with me the connections 
of regard and friendly correspondence, you will observe the same warmth of 
regard and rules of sincere friendship towards him. Prom his letter accompany¬ 
ing this, the degrees of his friendship and attachment will become known to your 
gracious mind. Further, the sentiments of my heart impressed with friendship 
will be communicated to you by Mr. James Anderson particularly. I hope that 
regarding me as constantly devoted by your friendship, you will ever afford me 
satisfaction by your kind letters and commands. 

To Bhow Bukshi in the same terms. 


To Aimass Ali Khan. 

I have already made acquainted the Nabob Vizier ul Mamalik^and the Nabob 
Amiral-dowlah, Hyder Beg Cawn, and Serafraz-ul-dowlah Hussen Reza Cawn 
of my intention to return to Europe, and I now inform you that I shall depart 
from hence on the 20th of Rubbi-ul-Awal; and that Mr. Macpherson, who holds 
the second place in this Government, will succeed me in office and the regula¬ 
tion of affairs. As the abovementioned gentleman is endued with wisdom and 
bound to me in perfect frienship and union, his remaining in the Government 
may be said to be the same as my possessing it. It is proper that, looking 
upon him as equally inclined towards you with myself, you set your mind at 
ease in every point, for he will in all manner and degrees be attentive to your 
satisfaction. 


To the Nabob Nizam.ul-Mblk. 

Your gracious letter, full of kindness, containing your intimation of a desire 
to establish a new treaty betw'een the Company and Your Highness through 
this Government, and that your sentiments would become fully known to me 
from Mr. Johnson’s letters, having made its favourable arrival made me 
honoured and informed. Accordingly, having fully understood and considered 
Your Highness’s letter and Mr. Johnson’s in conjunction with other gentle¬ 
men of the Council, instructions have been written on the subject to Mr. 
Johnson. I have already informed Your Highness of my intention to quit my 
office and return to Europe, and I now again inform you the gracious gentle¬ 
man, judgerof worth, Mr. John Macpherson, who is endued with wisdom, pene¬ 
tration, and great experience in affairs, and who has the highest credit with the 
Company, will be my successor; and in desire of friendship aM union with Your 
Highness, he is with me as one soul, which will become known to you from his 
letter which accompanies this. As much as I am concerned in mind at the neces¬ 
sity of my departure at this crisis when the confirmation of union between the 
Government of the Company and that of Your Highness is on the tapis, yet 
from reliance on the friendship and virtues of Mr. Macpherson I feel some con¬ 
solation. And have the fullest wish that as lhave been the means of removing 
past differences and connecting the affairs of Your Highness with this Govern¬ 
ment, which is the chief from others which are inferior, I may also become the 
cause that your connections of union and buisness with the English may 
become dependant on the Company and the Ministers of my Sovereign in Europe, 
and from the last article of Your Highness’ proposal, written by Mr. Johnson; 
I understand that Your Highness also entertains this wish, and I esteem your 
having the same desire as myself as an honor. I have written to Mr. Johnson 
on the subject, and shall write with this, and. Mr. Macpherson, who is my 
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partner in this wish and friendship and regard for Your Highness, will send you 
a letter from himself. I hope tiiat, esteeming him earnest and anxious for 
Your Highness’ affairs, you will regard him the same as myself. Other parti¬ 
culars will become known to your noble mind, the source of kindness, from the 
representation of Mr. Johnson, and he will communicate to this place whatever 
may be Your Highness’s commands on the known subjects, I hope that, esteem¬ 
ing your humble servant as sincerely anxious for your prosperity, you will 
honour and rejoice me with your gracious letter and commands in Europe, 
which will give pleasure to my heart impressed with regard. 


To the Nabob Wali.ajah. 

' I have already acquainted Your Highness of my resolution to return to 
Europe, and I now again inform you that the 20th of E.ubbi-uUAwal is fixed for 
my departure, and that Mr. Macpherson, who holds the second rank in this 
Government, will be my successor. As he is endued with wisdom, judgment, and 
every good quality, and in friendsliip and union with me is as one without the 
least difference, I am convinced that, striving in every way to observe with 
sincerity of heart the duties of friendship and regard to Your Highness, he 
will promote the increase of connection and union, and regard your satisfaction 
preferable to all things. I trust that in the same manner as you have rendered 
me happy by friendly correspondence and communication of sentiments, you 
will, regarding him as attached and firm in the path of friendship, observe the 
same modes of kindness towards him on my return to Europe. As I am fully 
impressed with your kindness and favor, I shall not be an instant unmindful of 
them and your many virtues, and I hope you will continue to gladden me with 
writing gracious letters, than which during absence nothing can afford greater 
pleasure to friends. 


Mr, Macpherson lays before the Board trasnlation of letters written by 
himself, at Mr. Hastings’ desire and approved by him, to the Native Princes of 
India upon the occasion before mentioned. 

They are as follows:— 

To His Majesty Shaw Allum. 

The Piince Mirza Juran Bucht. 

The Peshwa. 

Nana Phurnowees, 

Mahajee Sindia. 

Bow Bukshi. 

The Nabob Vizier, 

The Nabob Hussen Reza Cawn and Hyder Beg Cawn. 

The Nabob Mozaffer Jung of Perrocabad. 

The Nabob Fyzoola Cawn. 

Almass Ali Cawn. 

Maharajah Mudaji Bhosela. 

Raja Mehipnarain, Zemindar of Benares. 

The Nabob Mobarek-ul-Dowla. 

The Nabob Mahomed Reza Cawn. 

Munny Begum. 

The Nabob Nizam Ali Cawn. 

The Nabob Wallajah. 

To the King. 

After the proper complimentary introduction. 

At this time by reason of the effects of the unhealthy climate of this 
country, the health of the Governor-General, Mr. Hastings Bahadur, has been in 
some degree impaired, and besides on account of much very important and 
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unavoidable business wbich can only be done in Europe, the departure of the 
above Governor-General to Europe has been resolved upon, anti the 20t,h of 
Shaher Rubln-ul-Awal appointed to be the date thereof, your slave will then 
succeed to the station relinquished by the above Governor, and wdll at all times 
be wholly engaged in all kinds of submission and obedience to your lioyal will. 
My hope from your Royal bounty is this, that you w’ili continue tlie same 
favor of protection to me as the above Governor experienced from you, and this 
your slave w41 consider as the principal happiness and good fortune. Other 
particulars will be represented to Your Aiajesty in the petition of the above 
Governor and verbally by Major Brown. 


To the Prince. 

This servant, earnest in fidelity, who is anxious and sincere with his heart 
and life in loyalty to Your Highness, and esteems attachment and service to 
you as his own honour, desires that he may be included among the order of the 
attendants on the glorious presence and receive the rays of the royal favor. 
As at this crisis, from the inclemency of the climate of this country, the health of 
Mr. Hastings, Governor-General, is injured, and for other important causes that 
require his return to Europe, he has resolved on returning there; the 20th 
of Rubbi-ul-Awal is ftxecl for his departure, on which day I, your faithful 
servant, shall succeed liiin in the Government, and shall not fail in every way 
sincerely to seek your pleasure and approbation. I hope that the royal faVor of 
Your Eighness will be shown towards me in the same manner as they were to 
Mr. Hastings, for i sliall esteem them as my own honour and continue firm in 
the duties of obedience and attachment and grateful and obliged. Other parti¬ 
culars will become known to Your Highness from the address of Mr. Hastings. 


To Row Madheo Row Narain Peshwa Tkwaei Pondit Poedams Bahadur. 

After the usual complimentary address. 

The friendship and alliance which subsist between Your Excellencv and 
the Company are built upon so strong a foundation as cannot be shaken by any 
occurrence whatever. Moreover, they are gaining strength every day, and by the 
blessing of God will continue to do so. 

The Governor-General, IVIr. Hastings, finding his health impaired by his 
long residence in this country and by the unfavorableness of the climate and 
having some particular business in England wdiich requires his presence to adjust, 
has determined to leave Bengal on the 20th of Rubbi-uI-Awal. Immediately 
on his departure the charge of the Government will devolve upon me. I shall 
ever be attentive to keep alive the friendship and connexion so fir ml y estab¬ 
lished between this Government and Your Excellency’s, and I have no doubt 
but that Your Excellency will continue to manifest the same friendly disposition 
towards me as you have ever shewn to Mr. Hastings. 

By the favor of the Almighty the uninterrupted continuance of the con¬ 
nexion between Your Excellency and this Government will be a source of 
mutual benefit to both parties. 

I request you will write to me often on the subject of your health, which 
it will ever give me the greatest satisfaction to hear that Your Excellency has 
the full enjoyment of. 


To Nana Phuwnowees. 

After the eompli.nentary introduction. 

Praised be God tint amity and friendship are so firmly established between 
Seremunt Pandit 1 urdhan the Peshw'a and the English Company, that no 
diminution or brcfuth thereof can possibly be conceived, but, on the contrary, 
by the divine favor a daily increase takes place. This chain of affection has 
acquired such strength, and the concerns of both Governments have become 
80 intimately connected that it is beyond the possibility of a separation to 
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happen, and may the Almighty give firmness daily to the foundation of this 
connection. At this time, when, from the effects of the unwholesome climate 
of this country, the health of the Nabob Amin-ul-Mamalik Imaud-ul-Dowlah 
Governor-General, Mr. Warren Hastings, Bahadur, Jelladat Jung, has been in 
some degree impaired, and also, on account of much very important and un¬ 
avoidable business which cannot be done but in Europe, the departure of the 
above Governor to Europe has been resolved upon and the 20th of Rubbi-ul- 
Awal ajtpointed to be the date thereof. Your friend, after the de]»arture of the 
above Nabob, will succeed to the administration of affairs of this Government 
in his stead. By the grace of God the bond of friendship arnl alliance between the 
Company and the Beshwa, which is already becomt? firm and strong, rvill daily 
acquire new strength, and do you also entertain the like friendship and affection 
for me as you did to the above Nabob, By the favor of the Almighty, the 
friendship between the two Governments being daily increasing, will tend to 
the benefit and happiness of their respective subjects. I am hopeful that you 
will constantly make me happy by transmitting me the agreeable news of your 
prosperity. 


From Mr. Macpherson. 

To Mahajeb Sindia. 

Praised be God that the friendship and alliance between yourself and tbo 
Company have become so strong and confirmed that no difference can be 
supposed, but by the divine mercy they every day rec-eive increase and addition, 
and the links of this friendly connection are become so united that our in- 
tcre.'-ts are one, and there is no room left for se])aration in any manner. May 
the Most High God preserve the confirmation of this connection ! 

The Governor-General, Mr. Hastings, has already informed you of liis 
intention to return to Europe, and that the 20th of llubbi-ul-Awal is fixed for 
his departure, and that day I shall succeed to the chief office of this Govern¬ 
ment. Mr. Hastings communicated his reasons for returning to Europe to Bhow 
Bukslii, your faithful Agent, who, as he is master of a perfect understanding, will 
witliout doubt communicate to you the subjects of the conversations. Formerly 
the English Government of Bombay, Madras, and Bengal, in interest, views, and 
power were independent, one of another, but from a view of the opposing effects 
of such a situation, it has since become the custom that all the Governments 
slmuld be on a plan dependant upon the Government of Bengal, which is the 
most important. You are the friend of this Government by two connections— 
first, from the treaty between the Company and yourself; and, secondly, from that 
with the Pesbwa and all the Mahratta Chiefs of wbicli you are the guarantee, 
and your fame is established for sincerity and firmness to your engagements. 
I am as one with you in friendship and regard, and I hope that, in the same 
manner as you kept up with Mr. Hastings the rules of friendship and friendly 
correspondence, you will observe towards me the warmth of regard and sincere 
friendship. Further particulars will become known to you from Mr. Haslings’ 
letters and the representations of Mr. James Anderson. I hope that, regarding 
me as devoted to the maintenance of the duties of friendship and regard, you 
will rejoice me frequently with your letters. 


Translation of a letter to Sedacab Khaon Bhow Bokshi. 

* 

The friendship between Bhow Sindia Bahadur and the Company is now 
firmly established, and by the blessing of God will daily increase. Moreovfer, 
their mutual interests are so closely united that it will not be in the power of 
events to dissever them. 

The Governor-General, Mr. Hastings, has already communicated to Bhow' 
Sindia Bahadur and to you his intentions of relinquishing the government of 
this country and embarking for England on tiie 20th of Bubbi-nl-A wal. 
When this event takes place the charge of this Government will devolve upon 

me. 



8 


Mr. Hastings has already explained to you the reasons that induced him 
to leave this country, which no doubt you have communicated to Bbow Siudia 
Bahadur. 

Formerly the Governments of Bengal, Madras, and Bombay had addi¬ 
tional and separate authority independent of each other, but with a view to 
rem )ve the inconvenience of such a diversity of authority and for tlie better 
conducting of the Company’s affairs, it has been enacted that the two latter 
shall he dependant upon the former, which is by far the most considerable of 
the three. 

Bhow Sindia Bahadur, who is so famous for strictly adhering to the engage¬ 
ments he enters into, is connected with this Government by two treaties: one 
subsisting between him and the Company, the other between the Company 
and th(? Beshvva, including all the other Marhatta Chiefs to which he is also a 
guarantee. 

As I have the same regard for you as for Bhow Sindia Bahadur, I hope you 
will continue to correspond on the same friendly terms between Bhow Siudia 
Bahadur and me, as you have always done between him and Mr. Hastings, and 
that you will inform me from time to time of your health, &c., knowing the 
esteem and affections I have for you. For further particulars, I refer you to 
Mr. Hastings’ letters and to Mr. James Anderson personally. 


From Mr. Macpherson. 

To the Nabob Vizier. 

When being honoured with the office of Councellor I arrived in this 
country, Your Highness conferred upon me out of kindness a friendly letter, 
in answer to which Your Highness may remember that I expressed to you tlie 
particulars of my friendship and my wishes for the wdfare and prosperity of 
the affairs of Y'our Highness’ Government and my friendship and union with 
the Governor-General, Mr. Hastings, w'ho had a l)rotherly connection and true 
friendship with the Nabob, wimse seat is in paradise and who holds the same, 
strong and sincere, connection witli Your Highness. 

In all the affairs of your Government and their connection with the Com¬ 
pany, Your Highness has ever found support from the friendship of the 
Governor-General and Council, and the orders of the Company and the wishes of 
the whole English nation are strong and binding for the advantage of their allies 
and the permanency and confirmation of all their engagements. From these 
causes, and the perfect confidence wdiich Mr. Hastings had in Your Hio-hness, 
when esteeming the being of a Company’s resident at your Darbar unnet^ssarv* 
you requested his recall and promised that your own Ministers W'ould discharge 
jmur engagements to the Company, for Your Highness’ satisfaction he was 
immediately recalled, and the Governor-General out of his friendship to you 
went to Lucknow in the month of February last, for the purpose of establishing 
a plan for the stability and splendour of Your Highness’ Government and 
affairs. On his return to Calcutta in November he communicated particularly 
to the gentlemen of the Council all the transactions diudng his stay at Lucknow, 
and the plan and engagements for the regulation and increase* of revenue of 
Your Highness’ dominions, and the payment of the Compam’s debts within this 
year which had been established between Your Higlmess and liimself to your 
mutual satisfaction; he also communicated to us the promise he made you, 
not to return to Europe unless he should be satisfied that his successors would 
engage to preserve permanent the above plan. Certainly, if Mr. Hastings had 
not made you this promise, Your Highness, in case of his departure, must have 
been uneasy in mind, therefore such a promise w'as the highest proof of friend¬ 
ship to Your Highness. It is the custom of the English and the rules of the 
Company’s service that in established engagements no change or deviation can 
take place, and their observance is incumbent and proper—nay binding—on every 
Governor-General, and whatever change may happen among the members of 
this Government, it is not possible that any deviation should happen from its 
friendship to Your Highness or its engagements. 

You may have heard that I am from myself possessed of a perfect desire 
to increase the friendship of the Company with the Chiefs of Hindustan in 
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alliance trith them, particularly /our Highness, of which probably the Gover- 
nor>General has acquainted you for Tour Highness* qwn satisfaction and that 
of your Ministers and subjects, and whatever the Governor-General writes to 
Your Highness must have your confidence and afford you satisfaction, and I 
assure you from myself that, when the direction of the affairs of this Govern¬ 
ment by the medium of the office of Governor-General shall rest on me, I will, 
to the utmost of my power, strive to render permanent that friendship between 
Your Highness and the Company, which has been established and confirmed 
through Mr. Hastings, and shall, to the utmost of my ability, be the guardian 
of the honour and prosperity of the affairs of Your Highness’ Government and 
the connections between you and the Company, and for your fuller satisfac¬ 
tion, I further trouble you that the engagements Mr. Hastings has made I 
will regard as my own. I hope that, in the same manner as Your Highness 
regarded Mr. Hastings as your brother and true friend, esteeming me as 
devoted and attached to the preservation of friendship and unanimity, you will 
frequently gladden me with letters containing accounts of your health. 


From Mk. Macpukkson. 

To Hyder Beg Khan. 

When being honoured with the office of Councellor I arrived in this 
country. His Highness the Nabob Vizier-ul-Mamalic conferred upon me out 
of friendship a friendly letter, in answer to which His Highness and yourself 
may remember that I expressed to him the particulars of my friendship and 
my wishes for the welfare and prosperity of His Highness’ Government and of 
my friendship and union with the Governor-General, Mr. Hastings, who had 
a brotherly connection and sincere friendship with the Nabob, whose seat is in 
paradise and who holds the same, strong and sincere connection with His High* 
ness. 

In all the affairs of His Highness the Nabob Vizier’s Government, their 
connection with the Company, he has ever found support from the friendship 
of the Governor-General and Council, and the orders of the Company and the 
wishes of the English nation are strong and binding for the advantage of their 
allies and the permanency and confirmation of all their engagements. 

From these causes and the perfect confidence Mr. Hastings had in His 
Highness when esteeming the being of a Company’s Resident at his Harbar 
unnecessary, he requested his recall and promised that his own Ministers 
would discharge his engagements to the Company for His Highness’s satisfac¬ 
tion. He was immediately recalled, and the Governor-General from friendship 
to His Highness went to Lucknow in the month of February last for the purpose 
of establishing a plan for the stability and splendor of his Highness’ Government 
and affairs. On his return to Calcutta in November he communicated parti¬ 
cularly to the gentlemen of the Council all the transactions during his stay at 
Lucknow, and the plan and engagements for the regulation and increase of the 
revenue of His Highness’ dominions, and the payment of his debts to the Com¬ 
pany within this year which had been established between His Highness and 
himself to their mutual satisfaction. He also communicated to us the promise he 
had made His Highness and yourself not to return to Europe, unless he should 
be satisfied that his successor would engage to preserve permanent the above 
plan. Certainly, if Mr. Hastings had not made this promise. His Highness and 
yourself in case of his departure must have been uneasy in mind, therefore 
such a promise was the highest proof of his friendship to His Highness and 
yourself. It is the custom of the English and the rules of the Company’s 
service that in established engagements no change or deviation can take place 
and their observance is incumbent and proper—nay binding—on every Governor- 
General, and whatever change may happen among the members of this Govern¬ 
ment, it is not possible that any ’deviation should happen from its friendship to 
His Highness or his engagements. 

You may have heard that I am from myself possessed of a. perfect desire 
to increase the friendship of the Company with the Chiefs of Hindustan in 
alliance with them, particularly His Highness, of which probably the Governor- 
General has acquainted him and youi’self for His Highness’ own satisfaction 
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and that of his Ministers and subjects, and whatever the Governor writes must 
have your confidence and give His Highness and yourself satisfaction, and I 
assure you from myself that, when the direction of the affairs of this Govern¬ 
ment by the me^um of the ofi&ce of Governor-General shall rest on me, 
I will, to the utmost of my power, strive to render permanent that friendship 
between His Highness and the Company which has been established and 
confirmed through Mr. Hastings, and shall, to the utmost of my ability, he the 
guardian of the honour and prosperity of the affairs of His Highness’ Govern¬ 
ment and the connections between hini and the Company, and for his and your 
fuller satisfaction I promise that the engagements Mr. Hastings has made 
shall be my own. I hope that as you know Mr. Hastings to be your firm friend, 
in the same manner you will regard me, and favour me frequently with your 
friendly letters. 

B .—Letter to Houssun Reza Khan in the exact terms as the above. 


Prom Me. Macpheeson. 

To the Nabob Mozaffib Jpng of Farrnckabad. 

{After the usual prefatory compliments.) 

By the blessing of God the connection and friendship between Tour Excel¬ 
lency and the Company is so firmly united as to run no risk of being injured 
by any occurrence. 

The Governor-General, Mr. Hastings, from his long residence in this 
country and from the unfavorableness of the climate, finding his health in a 
precarious state, and having several matters of the utmost importance to settle 
in England, which will require his presence in that quarter, has fixed the 20th 
of Rubbi-ul-Awal for his departure from this country. As soon as this event 
takes place, the government of this country will devolve upon me. Your 
Excellency may be assured that I shall do everything in my power to preserve 
inviolable the engagements and friendship subsisting with the Nabob Vizier- 
ul-Mamalic Bahadur, and which it is equally incumbent on Tour Excellency 
to pay the same attention to. 

In proof of the sincerity of your attachment, I hope Your Excellency will 
correspond with ^ me in the same manner as you have hitherto done with Mr. 
Hastings, as it will be the means of strengthening the ties of friendship which 
at present subsist between us. 


To the Nabob Ftzulla Khan. 

The umal introduction. 

Praised be God, that friendship and amity are so firmly established between 
you and the English Company that a decrease thereof can by no TTiPAnia Ije con¬ 
ceived, but, on the contrary, by the favor of the Almighty, an increase of 
friendship will daily take place. Since the Nabob Amir-ul-Mamalic Imaad-ul- 
Dowlah Governor-General, Mr. Warren Hastings, Bahadur, Jelladet Jung, finds 
his health rather impaired from his long residence in this country and the 
effects of the unwholesome climate, and also on account of much important 
and necessary business which only can be transacted in Europe, the departure 
of the above Nabob for Europe has been determined upon and the date 
thereof appointed to the 20th of Rubbi-ul-Awal. I shall succeed to the 
oharge oi this Government, and would have you he convinced that I shall in 
no respect neglect the duties of friendship which have hitherto subsisted 
between you and the English Company. I am hopeful that you will maintain 
the same friendly correspondence with me as you did with the above Nabob, 
which will always be the means of strengthening the bonds of friendship 
bet ween us. 


From Mb. Macfhbbson. 

To Aimass a LI Khan. 

At this time from the inclemency of the climate of this country indisposi¬ 
tion has in some measure injured the,health of the Govemor-General, for 



11 


which reason and for some affairs which depend on Europe, he has resolved to 
return there, and his departure is fixed for the 20th of Rubbi-ul-Awal. As 
your virtues and friendship have been made known to me by the Govemor- 
Gieneral, whose successor I am, I desire that you will set your mind perfectly 
at ease in every respect, for in the maintenance of regard towards you there 
shall be no failure on my part, and as you regarded the Governor>General, so 
you will esteem me and rejoice me frequently by your letter. 


From Mb. Macphbbsos. 

To MoDin BHOSEI.A. 

Tfmal introduction. 

Praised be God, that the connections of friendship and unanimity between 
your Government and that of the Company are confirmed and established in 
such a manner that there is no room for deviation in any way. May the Most 
High God preserve the causes of this connection ever increasing. At this time 
from the inclemency of this climate indisposition has in some measure injured 
the health of the Governor-General, Mr. Hastings, for which reason and for 
some affairs which depend on Europe, he has resolved on returning to Europe, 
and the 20th of Rubbi-ul-Awal is fixed for his departure, after which 1 shall 
become his successor. By the divine blessing those connections of accord and 
unanimity which have received happy confirmation between your Government 
and that of the Company will be always increasing, and I ever having my view 
on our mutual friendship and regard shall be always devoted to their pre¬ 
servation. You will also, from your generous qualities and very gracious disposi¬ 
tion, continue to me the same degree of friendship and agreement you had with 
Mr. Hastings. By God’s blessing the increase of friendship and unity between 
both States will daily appear and prove the cause of much mutual advantage 
and repose to mankind. I hope you will rejoice me frequently with accounts of 
your health. 


To Raja Mthbput Naeain Bahadtje. 

After the usual introduction. 

Since the health of the Nabob Amir-ul-Mamalic Imaad-ul-Dowla, Governor- 
General, Mr. Warren Hastings, Bahadur, JeUadet Jung, has been injured in 
some measure by his long residence in this country and the unwholesomeness 
of the climate, and on account of much important business which can only be* 
transacted in Europe, the departure of the above Nabob Amir-ul-Mamalic, 
&c., has been determined upon and the date thereof fixed to be the 20th of 
Rubbi-ul-Awal; and as I shall after his departure succeed to the charge of the 
Government, it is therefore notified to you that on condition of your fulfilling 
your engagements with the Company, promoting the cultivation of the country 
under your charge, and discovering your good management and attachment to 
this .Government, you will experience from it the same favour and protection 
you have hitherto met with. It behoves you to manage with confidence the 
business entrusted to your charge, and to send me always the news of your 
welfare. 


To the Nabob Mubabux-ud-Dowla, 

The Governor-General, Mr. Hastings, having some particular business which 
requires his personal attendance in England to transact, has fixed the 20th 
of Rubbi-ul-Awal for his departure from Bengal, when the charge of the Gov¬ 
ernment in these provinces will devolve upon me. As I shall exert my endea¬ 
vours to establish on the most permanent basis the friendship and connexion 
which at present subsist between Your Excellency and me, it will be incumbent 
on Your Excellency to consider me as your friend in every respect, and to 
correspond with me as such on the subject of your health and other matters, 
in the same manner as Your Excellency used to do with Mr. Hastings. 



12 


From Mr. Maofherson. 

To the Nabob Mahomed Reza Khan. 

On account of urgent affairs wliicli depend on Europe the Governor- 
General, Mr. Hastings, has resolved on returning there, and intends departing 
on the 20th of Rubbi-ul-Awal, on which day I shall succeed him in his Govern¬ 
ment and the direction of affairs in this country. As there is a perfect unanimity 
and agreement between him and myself, so that there is no room for difference, 
and I regard his friends as my own, I request you will set your mind perfectly 
at ease on this point and regarding me firm in friendship, make me glad by 
frequent accounts of your health. 


From Mb. Macfhekson. 

To Munnt Begum. 

At this time the Governor-General, Mr. Hastings, has resolved for some 
important reasons to return to Europe, and will leave this on the 20th of Rubbi- 
ul-Awal, when his offipe will devolve upon me. He has informed me of all the 
degrees of your dignity, and I am with my heart, from the degrees of your kind¬ 
ness and favour, your sincere well-wisher. I desire that you will set your noble 
mind at ease in everything regarding me, and esteeming me steady in the 
path of respect favor me with your correspondence and commands in the 
same manner as you did the Governor-General. 


From Mr. Macfhersoh. 

To NlZAM-UIi-MuLLUK. 

TJmal introdtwtion. 

Praised be God, that the degrees of friendship and unanimity between Your 
Highness and the Company are become so strong and fixed that no difference 
or change can be imagined, but by the divine mercy the increase of the bonds 
of friendship will daily receive new additions, and the foundations of this 
amicable connection be established in such a manner as from the perfection of 
our union our interests will be the same, so that there will not be the least 
room for separation. May the Most High God ever preserve this friendly fabric 
flourishing and permanent. 

At this time from the inclemency of this climate, indisposition has in some 
.measure injured the constitution of the Governor-General, Mr. Hastings, who 
for this reason and other affairs which depends on Europe has resolved on 
returning there, and the 20th of Rubbi-ul-Awal is fixed for his departure. I, who 
shall be his successor, will in every way endeavour to preserve the regard and 
union of both Governments, and shall esteem your satisfaction preferable to all 
other affairs and the means of my own happiness and pleasure. 

I hope that in the same manner as you bestowed your friendship and 
regards on Mr. Hastings, you will, from Your Highness’ kindness and fp,vor, 
continue them towards me. If it is the will of God, the foundations of mutual 
unity and accord Avill receive such a confirmation as will for ever prove the 
cause of repose to mankind and prosperity to the affairs of both Govern¬ 
ments. Further particulars will become known to Your Highness from Mr. 
Hastings and the representations of Mr. Richard Johnson. I hope you w'ill 
honour and rejoice me by sending frequent letters. 


To the Nabob Ambeb-ud-din £ham Bahadur, &c. 

After the usual complimentary introduction. 

Praised be God, that friendship and union Vietween you and the English 
Company are become so firmly established that a breach thereof can by no 
means be conceived; but, on the contrary, by the divine favor an increase of 
both is daily taking place, and the chain of affection has attained such a degree 
of strength and the concerns of both are become so nearly connected, that a 
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disunion cannot possibly happen, and may the Almighty give daily 

to the foundation of this friendly connection. Before the Nabob Amir-ul- 
Mamalik Imaad-ul-Dowlah, Governor-General, Mr. Warren Hastings, Behader, 
Jelladet Jung, informed you of his desire to relinquish his station and to return 
to Europe, and that the 20th of Biubbi-uLAwal was the date fixed upon for his 
departure. At that time 1 shall succeed the above Governor in the adminis¬ 
tration of affairs of this country. By the divine favor the bond of friendship 
between you and the Company, which by so many methods is already become so 
strong, will gain a daily increase of strength, and it is my most hearty wish 
and desire to preserve the continuation of it. My hope from your excellent 
disposition is that you will continue the same friendship to me wUch the above 
Nabob experienced from you, and considering me as the earnest wisher of your 
exaltation that you will from time to time make me happy by sending me the 
agreeable tidings of your welfare. 


Mr. Macpherson takes notice that letters from Mr. Hastings’ correspondent 
to those written by himself to the before mentioned Chiefs and Princes were 
written and perused by Mr. Macpherson and afterwards transmitted, although 
translations of them all are not upon record. Captain Scott, Mr. Hastings’ Persian 
Secretary, having omitted to leave such translations with him . The originals, 
Mr. Macpherson supposes, are in the Persian Office. 

Ordered, that Mr. Colebrooke do attend the Board at their next meeting 
and report the state of his office, and lay before them the books of the Persian 
correspondence. 

Resolved, that in future all letters to the country powers on political 
subjects be read and approved in this Department before they are despatched, 
and that the Persian Translator do attend regularly with them at the Board’s 
Meetings, and lay before them also official translations of all letters received 
from the country powers on such subjects. 

Resolved, that immediate notice be transmitted to the Hon’ble Company 
by the way of Surat and Bussorah of the departure of Mr. Hastings for England. 


Bead the following letters from the Besident at Hyderabad 
To the Hon'bls Wabken Hastinos, Governor-General, &c., Bengal. 


Hon’ble Sib, —1 had the honor of addressing you last on the 10th and 
20th instant, the first conveying a letter from the Soubah to sanction the 
proposals then laid before the Hon’ble Board, and the last to communicate a 
paper signed by himself, though not in the form of a letter, requesting that I 
might be authorised to cement and confirm the friendship and alliance estab¬ 
lished by the Salbey Treaty between the English and Poonah Government. 

I now have the honor to transmit another letter from His Highness to you, 
in which he refers to and authorises me to lay the remainder of his proposals 
regarding a new treaty before the Board; this second proposal is briefly 

“ That as His Highness’ original supremacy over the Deccan is well known, 
he wishes as a foundation for a new treaty that the claim be surrendered 
under force in 1768 for a consideration of 4^ lakhs of pupees may now be re¬ 
admitted for a consideration as far as 4 crores. That is, he will take upon 
himself the Nabob Walah Jah’s debt to the Company, provided it does not 
exceed the amount and continue such other beneficial conditions as the Nabob 
Walah Jah may now grant to the Company for their protection of the j^rnatic, 
in which be was placed and is still alone maintained by the English in detri¬ 
ment of the Soubah’s original, though now surrendered, right.” 


As I address the Board fully upon this subject, 1 avoid unnecessary repeti¬ 
tion here. 


1 have the honor to be, &ca.. 


Htoebabad, ■) B. JOHNSON, 

3Ut Deomber 1784. ) Bes^nt at Bydertbad» 

402 r. D. 
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GoyxsNOii'GENEBAL,—In referring this letter to the Board, much as I 
wish at this period to avoid the delivery of any opinion on measures to be 
formed in the execution of which 1 no longer can take a part, I still think 
myself hound in faith and duty to declare my entire and strong disapprobation 
and abhorrence of the proposal which is contained in it respecting the Kamatic, 
and I make this declaration, but my silence should be construed as favorable 
or even as indifferent to the proposition. 

Fort William, WAEREN HASTINGS. 

30th January 1785, } 


Copy o£ a letter from the Nabob Nizau-bb-Dowla, to Mb. HASTilras, Govemor-General, dated 
the 17th Suffer 1199. (Received 1st February 1785.) 

At this time that news from Europe containing the settlement of all 
affairs to your satisfaction and the confirmation of your authority in all the 
concerns belonging to the King and the Company have been received, it has 
given me the highest pleasure, God be praised, the settlement of the affairs of 
this place will now be completed in the manner that I have, through the conti¬ 
nuance of time, desired that they might be. Although I had always this idea in 
my mind that you would trust the reins of management into the hands of a 
person skilled in the direction of affairs and renowned for wisdom and 
foresight, and would yourself look at and oversee the particulars of every con¬ 
cern, and that the rule of power would never in any business be left in the 
hands of vicious and unworthy men. But at this time that I have learnt all 
particulars of your situation from Mr. Johnson, whatever I before thought is 
now certain, and I am convinced that if, in the observance of rights, anything 
should, by accident, turn out contrary to my desires, still in the consideration of 
rights which wise and prudent men always attend to, from their respect to the 
consequences, it would end to my satisfaction. Several particulars which relate 
to my rights and in their events are replete with advantages which I have long 
wished to impart to you, I have entrusted to Mr. Johnson, from whose writings 
you will obtain full information. 


To the Hoh’blb Wabbbs Hastings, Governor-General, &c.. Members of the Council in their 
Secret Depaitment, Fort William. 

Hon’ble Sir and Sirs, —There is probably but so much reason to appre¬ 
hend that I shall appear to the Hon’ble Board to have ventured beyond my 
means in my paper of the 29th December, yet having gone so far, I must now 
go further to endeavour at extricating myself as well as I may; suffer, therefore, 
the addition of a few lines upon the subject which I then submitted to you. 

I endeavored to point out that our conquest should be supported by a 
military system, yet neither aiming at new wars, fresh conquests or increased 
expenses, but that we should seize all opportunities of letting great and power¬ 
ful allies support portions of our troops, when that might be done with honour, 
policy, and profit, and suggested that the Nizam’s proposals would answer these 
views honorable to abide by our pledged faith, political, to disarm for national 
rival of the important name and aid of this Prince, and profitable in lightening 
the burthen of our military charges. 

But the plan of stationing our troops with allies has been attempted to be 
branded in Europe by the definition of a mercenary loan of troops to butcher 
and extirpate inoffensive nations. Such declarations are so far right that 
military operations may be and have been by the moralist of all ages termed 
butchery, as also all troops mercenary, which is true, because they must be paid 
by whomsoever may employ them. As for the epithet of inoffensive, I shall only 
say that it was unfortunately applied to the most notorious banditti that ever 
infested Asia. 

However, the question is not what speculatively ought to be done in moral 
rectitude and perfection, but what can be done and is requisite to be done in a 
particular situation really existing; this in our situation has been stated to 
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consist in keeping up a military system, the enforcing of economy, and the 
attainment of a net profit. Now these three, although equally necessary, 
cannot be managed from our present visible means. Other adequate means 
must therefore be sought, and if such can be found which shall answer the 
views of our allies and be consistent with policy and faith already pledged, 
they will not be the worse for answering our views at the same time, nor will 
they under this description be very wide Of as great a degree of moral rectitude 
as h^uman affairs are liable to, but to close this head once for all, those who object 
to our troops becoming mercenary, that is, employed to assist our allies, must 
take up their ground one step further back and desire us to relinquish the 
conquest. There I should happily join them, for there they would be morally 
right, yet until the legislature engage in that speculation it may be expedient 
to resume the considerations now in question. 

In support of the assertion, that the resources of Bengal are not in them¬ 
selves equal to all that is required by its peculiar circumstances (before detailed 
under the heads), it may be useful to solicit your attention to the past, as an 
attentive reference to it will probably prove upon undeniable facts that had 
not the sagacity of your Government availed itself of the alliance with Oude in 
the very line I now labor to recommend, Bengal would ere now have ruined its 
owners and absorbed their stock. In the year 1770, before it had been drained 
by distant and heavy wars, after one crore and twenty-five lacs had been 
borrowed on bond, it required an additional million sterling to defray its peace 
establishment. The deducible inference is obvious. 

It is not necessary for my argument that I should dwell upon the extent 
of the Bengal debts, but I may safely and must necessarily affirm that the 
more the finances of Bengal are reduced the more must be felt the weight of its 
external incumbrances, and in pursuit of this subject I will beg leave to refer 
to my address of 30th October and venture to lay before you the politics of 
the Dekkan in one more general point of view. In that letter I partly stated 
the powers and views of the three great Governments of the Dekkan, in order to 
recommend an alliance with the Nizam; but in reviewing these powers I said 
little of the fourth which involves our part jointly with Mahomed Ali Khan 
upon that theatre. It is to this particularly that I now wish to draw your 
attention. 

It is well known that our wars in the Dekkan were originally commenced, 
before Bengal was yet in question, upon a principle of checking the ambition of 
France, which at that time aimed in that quarter at nothing less than the 
establishment of an Eastern Empire by the assumption of the whole Dekkan. 
This they certainly would have effected to the total suppression of all the 
success we have since had, but for the wise and spirited measures which first 
opposed and under able conduct at length defeated them so effectually as to 
bring that within our reach which they had had in their possession. Our 
moderation (the noblest triumph of victory) withheld us from appropriating 
it to ourselves, and we vested in Mahomed Ali Khan what our arms had con¬ 
quered, yet tins conclusion was managed with more glory than prudence, for 
such has been the arrangement and consequence that we have ever since 
supported our ally and his possessions at our expense. What I mean by this is 
that our total expenses in and on account of the Dekkan have, calculating from 
the beginning to the present moment, exceeded in a pecuniary light the total 
amount ever realised from it. I will not here lengthen* my argument with the 
proof of this notorious fact. I will only take notice of one consequence or 
effect of it (which in itself is one proof), the accumulating debt of the Nabob 
for advances made by us; this debt must continue to accumulate even admit¬ 
ting a perpetual peace, because the resources of the Karnatik are unequal 
to its own defence, and this leads me to a consideration of a greater evil than 
the pecuniary onejjabove mentioned j this greater evil is founded in the wonder¬ 
ful position of the countries we are doomed to defend in the Dekkan. A mere 
recital of their situation will prove them indefensible against the attacks they 
are liable to. From the southermost point of Trinivellee to Gan jam Ox the Chilea 
Dake is very little short of 1,000 miles. This is to be protected from the incur¬ 
sions of the immense bodies of cavalry of the three powerful borderers, TippoOj 
Nizam, and Mahratta, They divide and occupy the body of the peninsula of 
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which we hold the skirts. Their troops are all cavalry; ours all infantry. It is 
self-evident that no army of infantry can cover an extent of 1,000 miles with* 
out another China Wall, so as to prevent the incursion of cavalry, whose sole 
object is to destroy the crops, which include every resource of collection and 
provision. The fact proved the assertion. Th| Company and the Nabob keep all 
the troops that (not say more than) their revenues wiU allow, yet when the 
greater part of these were brought together to defend not 600 of the 1,000 
miles, they could not, although assisted by the King’s troops and Ben^ Army, 
altogether prevent only one of the three mentioned powers from laying waste 
the whole Karnatik and at once destroying all its present resources. How 
much less can the fixed establishments of Nabob and Company unaided cover 
their territories, should the other two take their respective shares in a com¬ 
bination ? The present system of the Dekkan is, therefore, liable to two desperate 
and incurable evils—a constantly accumulating debt or loss of money and the 
impossibility of defence. There are other and very extensive evils attending our 
present situation in the Dekkan, but 1 will for the present confine myself to 
these two. Nor should 1 have stated them, but to lead to the question which 
naturally arises upon them—What other plan will both avoid these evils and 
preserve the advantages that exist in our present plan P These advantages are 
that our possessions and alliance with Mahomed Ali Khan (notwithstanding 
the loss and difficulties above mentioned) enable us to prevent the French obtain¬ 
ing a footing in so much of the Dekkan as we command. It gives us an 
influence with the powers of the Dekkan, and altogether tends to the defence 
of Bengal, consequently in so much it becomes Bengal to support its outpost in 
• the Dekkan. But upon the question—Can a better plan be attained, I will venture 
to say that the plan now before the Board will not only preserve all the advan¬ 
tages above enumerated, but add to them, and instead of difficulties stated, it 
offers a facility in our resources and military operations. 

The Soubah*8 offer is an equivalent for our possessions, to liquidate the 
Nabob Wallah Jah*s debt to the Company, and continue such advantages to the 
Company as may now be received from Wallah Jah, all upon condition of our 
restoring to him those rights which he surrendered to our force in the late 
treaties. 

By this plan the constant drain upon Bengal for supplies of stores and 
money to the Dekkan would not only be stopped, but an increase of treasure 
obtained; secondly, an accumulating debt which is worse than writing it, at any 
one period, off to profit and loss would be realised against all hopes; thirty, the 
difficulty of defence would no longer exist, nothing being required but a mere 
junction in the field with the body of our ally; fourthly, an influence in the 
Dekkan would be increased many fold; fifthly, our power of preventing the 
French from gaining any footing there would be extended, and by these two 
last heads the defence of Bengal would be more real and effectual than (now. 
There are subordinate benefits needless to dwell on. I will lengthen this no 
longer than just to explain upon the third advantage above stated, that an 
attack of Tippoo upon the Karnatik when become a province of a larger 
dominion would no longer amount to a destruction of sole or principal resource. 
For armies would be supplied like his own from the main adjacent dominion 
and retaliate the detriment upon an equal footing; in short, instead of a power, 
unequal to its own support and defence of inadequate resources, we should 
sway the greater of three parts of the peninsula and thereby overawe the whole 
to our permanent security and benefit. 

The self-evident superiority of the new plan upon comparison with the 
present one precludes a display of its advantages, but the difficulty lies in the 
objections to the adoption of it. These are limited to one head—our engage¬ 
ments with the Nabob Walah Jah. What the extent of these are, what modifica¬ 
tions they are liable to, your Hon’ble Board can alone determine, for no public 
treaty is known. It was my indispensible duty to lay before you and explain 
the proposals made—^nay, I could not have ventured to suppress them. I ahall 
only now add a few words upon the mode and cause of their being madA, 

Tour instructions to me of 3rd February point out your inclination (24th 
paragraph) to a further alliance with the Nizam, but of course without any 
possible reference to what might be the terms of it, as they could not possibly 



be at that time guessed at. Neverthless, the policy of it was self-evident to your 
Hon’ble Board upon general principles. Your present general situation in the 
Dekk^ was not discussed further than related to the war; nor did it appear in 
question. The only idea that could probably exist was that we should benefit 
by his alliance from his position and importance in the Dekkan, with a view to 
additional strength and security in future wars none visible during peace; and 
the Nizam to benefit by our military power and aid towards the greater security 
of his present possession without any immediate views of extending them. Upon 
my arrival, even so far appeared impossible, for 1 found him angry, suspicious, 
and afraid of us either as friends or foes, and discovered that this disposition of 
mind had together with other circumstances thrown him into an opposite and 
hostile scale. It therefore highly behoved me to go through a justification of 
our conduct. This could not be done without inculcating by every argument 
and proof I could adduce your moderation and justice. If this had no effect, he 
would have remained as I found him fearfully polite and heartily inimical. 
But he became attentive, from that he became softened, and began to hesitate in 
his creed against us; he now inclined to be persuaded—nay nothing withheld 
him from conviction but the want of some present proof to support my asser¬ 
tions, although to the proof he resolved to put it. This was naturally 
brought home to our conduct towards himself. He alleged it to have been 
unjust, though successful through force. He stood deprived of his rights. No 
alliance could therefore take place until this predicament was removed; to 
facilitate this he preferred equivalents which should prevent your being losers 
by granting him the redress he claimed, and upon your answer rested his final 
opinion and the. ultimate line he should take for his future government, 
whether to confirm himself in the system I found him in, or to. withdraw from 
that and trust to our support alone. My duty and your orders obliged me to 
lay this before you. I know not how I could have avoided it, nor can I conceive 
that it shall cause any difficulty, because a proposal on one side involves no 
acceptance on the other. Nevertheless, should you hold me blameable for suffer¬ 
ing such surrendered rights to become again discussed, I must seek my apology 
in what the Soubah urged in his excuse to me for having without reserve 
disclosed his. sentiments. He had led me into a retired app^^ent, and after a 
very long and free conversation which had a good deal exhausted him, he 
collected himself and recapitulating, said— 


Whatever the well-known extent of my rights were, they now stand 
formally resigned. The run of events and your superior fortune wrested them , 
from me. They fell partly into your possession, and partly under your protection; 
but both by your power. My feelings and sufferings hereon I had resolved to 
. bury in my own breast. Por he who exposes 

A sentence o himself Open to contempt. 

You came here to claim a remainder of my rights yet undelivered. I shall not * 
say how far this renewed my pain. But when we ^cussed a true alliance upon 
a sincere and broad basis, and you stated and dwelt upon your justice, your 
friendship, and national honour, I then permitted myself to unfold my heart; 

I lamented the force which had wrested from me my inherited rights in the 
Circars and the Kamatik, and as the test of your asserted justice proposed a 
restoration, yet not without adequate advantages to you.” Here he paused a little, 
then looking on ihe stedfastly with much emphasis concluded—“ If I have been 
betrayed into a mere exposition of my sufferings, remember that it was alone 
caused by the unequivocal reliance I placed in your declarations and veracity. 

In case of an inadequate answer on your side, I shall have one additional weak¬ 
ness to repent; blame me you cannot, but by condemning yourself: which my 
hopes and your honour and wisdom forbid.” 


I have the honour to be, &o.. 


nYDBSBABAD, 

lit January 1785. 


R. JOHNSON, 
Jteaident, Hyderabad. 
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Agreed the followiag letter be written to the Resident at Hyderabad > 

To Richabo Johnson, Esq., Resident at Hyderabad. .. 

Sir, —We wrote to you on the 14th instant. A duplicate of our letter is 
enclosed. We have since received that which you addressed to us under date the 
1 st ultimo, and the Governor-General laid before us your letter to him of the 
31st December. 

The offer made by the Nabob Nizam Ali Khan of an equivalent for the 
Company’s possession in the Carnatic to liquidate their claims on the Nabob 
Walah Jab, and to continue such advantages to the Company as may now 
be received from that Nabob upon condition of our restoring to him those 
rights which he yielded to the Company in the late treaties, submits to us with¬ 
out doubt a question of the first importance, hut at the same time a question 
on which our sentiments are instantly determined. 

We hesitate not, therefore, even for a moment in acquainting you that we 
deem ourselves hound in faith and honour to the Nabob Walah Jah to declare 
our entire and strong disapprobation of the Souhah’s proposal, and to direct that 
you take an early and a proper opportunity of acquainting His Highness that 
we cannot agree to it. It will be easy for you to express our refusal to him 
in such terms .as will reconcile him to it, and to shew him that the same 
principle of public faith and national honour which on our part would render 
the alliance of the English of real value to His Highness, constitutes the 
validity of our engagements with the Nabob of Arcot and makes them binding 
and inviolable; those engagements have received the sanction of our Sovereign, 
and we are not certain but Nizam Ali Khan may have meant by this 
extraordinary proposition to establish an opinion to the prejudice of our 
national faith in gaining our assent to it in any degree, where he could obtain 
the money he proposes to offer for so increditable a consideration we cannot 
imagine. The proposition itself throws a considerable doubt on his ability to 
produce the sums which he has offered for the Northern Cirears, still you have 
done your duty in communicating even this last proposition to us, and your 
reasoning on the subject of the present embarrassments of our finances in the 
Carnatic is ingenious and judicious, yet we wish you had in the -first instance 
expressed to Nizam Ali Khan your well-founded conviction that no inducements 
of profit and no stage of public distress would ever lead this Government to 
sacrifice the honour of the nation and strip their first ally in India of his small 
remains of authority. 

Fort William; -v 
Secret Department, > 

1786. ) 


Secret Dept., Fort William, the 15th February 1785. 

Thursday. At a Council, present: 

The Hon’ble John MacPherson, Esq., Governor-QeneraI, 
and JPresidenf, 

John Stables, Esq. 

Read and approved the Proceedings of the 3rd instant. 

The Board having understood from different channels of private com¬ 
munication that the Sikhs had entered Rohilcund and plundered the towns of 
Berouly, Chundosey and Oojanney, Colonel Sir John Cumming was written to by 
the Secretary on the 6th instant in consequence of the Board’s commands and 
informed that the Board could pay no attention to such reports, as he had taken 
no notice of the subject either to the Board or to the Commander-in-Chief, and 
no official advice had been received of the incursions of the Sikhs either from 
His Excellency the Vizier dr his Minister. 
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Secret Dept. Fort William, the 19th February 1786. 

Saturday. At a Cotincil, pbbsent: 

Thb Hon’ble John MaoFhebson, Esq., Governor- General, 

and President, 

John Stables, Esq. 

Bead and approved the Proceedings of the 15th instant. 

The Governor-General lays before the Board a translation of a letter which 
he wrote yesterday to the Nabob Vizier. 


Letter from the Hon’ble John MacPherson, Esq., Governor-General, to the Nabob Yizieb* 

written on the 18th February 1785. 

On the 8th of this month Mr. Hastings finally resigned his office of 
Governor-General and the Company’s service, and the ship on which he embarked 
took its departure for England. 

I have succeeded to the office of Governor-General, and Tour Highness will 
find me in every respect disposed to support your honour and your alliance 
with the Company. It is my utmost wish to make that alliance fortunate to 
Your Highness, your family, and people and useful and honorable to the English. 

The expense of the different wars in which the Company were lately 
engaged have very much distressed their affairs. I have resolved to reduce the 
expenses of the Company’s service in every department and in every office, 
from my own to that of the lowest Department of the Company’s Government, 

Unnecessary bodies of troops are to he reduced, and those that are to be 
kept in pay are to he paid regularly. This was Mr. Hastings’ wish also. 

The regiment of body-guard of the Governor-General which Your Highness 
lent to him is among the corps to he discharged from the Company’s pay and 
service. 

This regiment is, I understand, at present waiting upon the Boyal Prince 
Mirza Jewan Buckt, &c., &c. Should His Royal Highness wish to keep any 
of these soldiers about his person, Your Highness will from your politeness 
and hospitality give directions accordingly, though the presence of an English 
officer in that event to command the soldiers is not necessary. 

With the reduction of the Company’s expenses I anxiously wish to lessen 
the expenses to which Your Highness’ treasury is put on account of the Com¬ 
pany’s troops, and that of gratuities to the Company’s servants in your dominions. 
Unless I think it for the Company’s real service that Your Highness should 
order such allowance in future, or that you should be pleased to continue any 
allowance that are now granted, I hope Your Highness will not grant any or 
continue to order any to he paid that are not recorded in the Company’s 
accounts. 

In case I should he of opinion that Your Highness should shew marks of 
your favour and generosity to the Company* officers and servants, I shall men¬ 
tion the business to the gentlemen in Council, and Your Highness’s generosity will 
then appear on the Company’s hook, for it is fit that the Company should know 
in every instance the allowance of their servants in their employments at 
Your Highness’s Court and in your dominions. 

When the matters are fully known and recorded, much expense will be 
saved to Your Highness, and I shall have much less trouble from the applica¬ 
tions of the Company's servants who wish to have leave to reside at your court 
and in your country; besides that the Company will have much satisfaction 
from an invariable regulation in these matters. 

Your Highness may be assured that every regulation tending to restrain 
the expenses of the Company’s Government and of your own is a regulation to 
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stren^hen the friendship that was established between them and your illus¬ 
trious father and more strongly with Your Highness. 

I have given a firm promise to support the regulations which Mr. Hastings 
settled with your Ministers for the increase of your revenues and the settlement 
of them for five years. In every article my promise shall be faithfully pw- 
formed. I trust the utmost attention is exerted to check the attempts of dis¬ 
orderly neighbours to plunder or disturb your subjects. 

Let me hear frequently of your health, and write me as you would to a 
brother. Major Palmer w^ present this letter. 
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